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LEGAL NEWS 

Justice Ashok Bhushan, a tribute from India 

Legal-APN News 

 

July 12,2021 

ustice Bhushan was part of several 

important judgements including the 2019 

Ayodhya Ramjanmabhoomi title suit, the 

2018 Aadhaar judgement, the 2021 one nation, 

one ration card scheme, the 2021 loan moratorium 

order and the 2021 striking down of the Maratha 

quota via SEBC. 

Justice Ashok Bhushan, who retired from the 

Supreme Court on July 2, was given a fond 

goodbye by India Legal-APN News with a special 

programme on the highlights of the judge‘s career. 

Justice Bhushan was part of several important 

judgements including the 2019 Ayodhya 

Ramjanmabhoomi title suit, the 2018 Aadhaar 

judgement, the 2021 one nation, one ration card 

scheme, the 2021 loan moratorium order and the 

2021 striking down of the Maratha quota via 

SEBC. 

Among the speakers on the India Legal-APN 

News show on Justice Bhushan were Chief Justice 

of India Justice N.V. Ramana (footage courtesy 

SCBA), Attorney General K.K. Venugopal 

(footage courtesy SCBA), Confederation of Indian 

Bar President Pravin H. Parikh and Supreme 

Court Bar Association Vice President Pradeep 

Kumar Rai. 

Justice Bhushan was to retire on July 4 but 

advanced his day of retirement to July 2 due to his 

mother‘s demise. He joined the Supreme Court as 

a judge on May 13, 2016, and was chief justice of 

the Kerala High Court from 2015. Here‘s wishing 

Justice Bhushan the best ahead! 

CM Advocates' Welfare Scheme has laudable 

objective but it's applicability to only Delhi 

Residents is Discriminatory: Delhi High Court 

July 13, 2021 

 

he Delhi High Court today ruled that 

benefits of the chief minister 's 

Advocates Welfare scheme have to be 

extended to all advocates registered with the bar 

council of Delhi, and are residing in the national 

capital Region (NCR)  
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Ruling thus, the Bench of justice Prabhita Singh 

observed that the CM's Advocates welfare scheme 

has a laudable objective, however it's conditions 

that it would be apply on to Delhi residents with 

voter ID cars is discriminatory and anticipatory. 

 

No Beef sale within 5-km radius of Temple: 

Assam’s current cattle preservation bill 

Proposed by CM HIMANTA BISWA SARMA 

 

total ban on the sale and purchase of 

beef or beef products in areas 

"predominantly inhabited by Hindu, 

Jain, Sikh and other non-beef food communities" 

and "in a 5 km radius" of any temple or 

Vaisnavaite monastery is proposed in the Assam 

Cattle Conservation Bill 2021 tabled by Chief 

Minister Himanta Bisa Sarma at the Legislative 

Assembly on Monday. 

In the new legislation, if appropriate documents 

are not made accessible to the authorities, the new 

legislation will verify the movement of bovines 

within the state or outside the state. Transportation 

of cattle for slaughter is likewise restricted in 

states where slaughter is unregulated. 

This provision has raised concerns about the 

movement of beef and cattle for agricultural 

reasons in Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland. 

Beef is widely consumed in these three Christian-

majority states, which rely on Assam for supplies. 

Assam continues to be the primary point of entry 

for products travelling from the rest of India to the 

northeast. 

The bill also prohibits animals from being 

transported interstate without appropriate 

paperwork to, from, or through Assam. The 

government's goal with the Bill is to stop livestock 

smuggling to Bangladesh, which Assam shares a 

263-kilometer border with. 

The Bill, among other things, stipulates that a cow 

cannot be slaughtered regardless of age, which 

differs from the 1950 Act, which authorized cattle 

slaughter only if they were "beyond 14 years of 

age" or "unfit for work." It does, however, keep 

the requirement that all cattle, excluding cows, be 

butchered with a veterinarian's approval 

certificate. 

It states that "no certificate shall be issued unless 

the Veterinary Officer is of the opinion that the 

cattle, not being a cow, is over fourteen years of 

age; or the cattle, not being a cow, heifer, or calf, 

has become permanently incapacitated from work 

or breeding due to accidental injury or deformity." 

According to the bill, anyone who violates its 

terms will be sentenced to three years in prison, 

with the possibility of an extension up to eight 

years, as well as a fine of rupees three to five lakh. 
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All offences are cognizable and non-bailable 

under the aforementioned Bill. 

Supreme Court dismisses Uttar Pradesh appeal 

against Allahabad HC order on pension 

scheme 

 

 

t was contended by learned Standing 

Counsel before the Court that the old 

pension scheme was applicable till 

31.3.2005. The new pension scheme was 

applicable to the employees, who had joined 

service on 1.4.2005 and subsequently, thus no 

benefit could have been accorded to the 

respondents as they had joined after the cut-off 

date. 

The Supreme Court has dismissed the appeal filed 

by the State of Uttar Pradesh challenging the order 

of the Allahabad High Court which had dismissed 

its appeal against the Junior Engineer (Civil), 

irrigation department, alleging they cannot get the 

benefit of Old Pension Scheme as they have 

joined after the cut-off date for applicability of 

scheme.  

The High Court had held that an appointment 

letter was already issued to them (junior 

engineers), a day before the cut-off date, therefore 

the date of joining is immaterial as they rightly 

accrued the benefit of the Old Pension Scheme. 

The intra court appeal filed by the State of UP was 

dismissed by the High Court in view of the catena 

of judgments laid down by the high court itself.  

Today, after hearing V.K. Shukla, the counsel 

representing Uttar Pradesh, the Division Bench of 

Justice U.U. Lalit and Justice Ajay Rastogi said 

they were not inclined to interfere with the order 

passed by the High Court and dismissed the 

petition. 

The facts, in brief, are that Uttar Pradesh Public 

Service Commission (in short ―Commission‖) 

issued an advertisement on 31.12.2002 for 

recruitment against 361 posts of Junior Engineer 

(Civil), Irrigation Department. The last date for 

submission of the application form was 

27.01.2003. The selection process took place and 

the accordingly select list was forwarded to the 

State Government on 08.12.2004. Pursuant to the 

recommendation of the Commission, the State 

Authorities issued appointment letters to various 

selected candidates on different dates ranging 

from 02.3.2005 till 10.6.2005. As far as the 

respondents are concerned, they were granted an 

appointment letter on 30.3.2005, while they joined 

service on 07.4.2005 and 04.4.2005 respectively. 

It was contended by learned Standing Counsel 

before the Court that the old pension scheme was 

applicable till 31.3.2005. The new pension scheme 

was applicable to the employees, who had joined 
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service on 1.4.2005 and subsequently, thus no 

benefit could have been accorded to the 

respondents as they had joined after the cut-off 

date. 

The high court had noted that the issue for 

consideration was as to the applicability of the 

new pension scheme which came into force since 

1.04.2005 or to give effect to the old pension 

scheme to the petitioner/non appellants as they 

were given appointment prior to 01.04.2005. 

Further, it noted that ―the case of the petitioners/ 

non—appellants are that they were given 

appointment letter on 30.03.2005, thus would be 

entitled to the benefit of old pension scheme as the 

date of joining is immaterial.‖ 

The high court had dismissed the appeal and held 

that ―We do not find any error in the judgment. It 

is not only the date of appointment is relevant, but 

candidates lower in merit out of the same 

selection are governed by the old pension scheme 

because appointments and joining were given 

from time to time before even 01.4.2005, thus 

appellant cannot be derived of the same benefits.‖ 

 

Delhi Riots - " Very shocking state of affairs ": 

Delhi Court imposes Rs. 25K cost on Delhi 

Police for failing to Register separate FIR of 

injured Man 

14th July,2021 

bserving that the investigation was 

done in a farcical and casual manner, a 

Delhi court has imposed a cost of Rs. 

25,000 on Delhi Police while DISMISSING a 

revision please filed by them challenging an order 

directing them to register a separate FIR of one 

MOHD. Nasir who had received injuries in the 

Northeast Delhi riots.  

 

 

Pulling up the Delhi Police for its conduct, 

Additional session judge Vinod Yadav observed 

that the SHO Bhajanpura and other supervising 

officers have miserably failed in performing their 

statutory duties.  

 

A criminal revision petition was filled by SHO 

Bhajanpura challenging the order passed by 

Metropolitan magistrate directing it to register a 

separate FIR on Nasir 's complaint within the 24 

hours of the order. 

 

Delhi High Court issued a notice in response to 

a complaint about Cryptocurrency  
O 
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Advertisements Requesting , Streamlined  

Disclaimers 

 

n response to a complaint regarding 

cryptocurrency ads, the Delhi High Court 

issued a notice requiring streamlined 

disclaimers. 

The Central government, the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI), and 

cryptocurrency exchanges have all been served 

with notice by a bench led by Chief Justice DN 

Patel and Justice Jyoti Singh. 

The petitioners, Ayush Shukla and Vikash Kumar 

(Practising Lawyers), asked SEBI to issue 

guidelines mandating that disclaimer text cover 

80% of the screen, with a voiceover read slowly 

and not speed-read, lasting five full seconds, when 

used in conjunction with audio-visual 

advertisements run by crypto-asset exchanges. 

According to the petition, M/s Wazir X, M/s 

CoinDCX, and M/s Coinswitch Kuber are made 

parties in the matter because they are established 

crypto-exchanges currently operating within the 

Indian territory that run advertisements enticing 

and drawing retail investors to trade, invest in 

cryptocurrencies and crypto-assets. 

According to the petition, crypto assets are 

inherently riskier and more volatile investment 

products than standard stock market shares. 

Since 2010, there have been guidelines in place 

for advertisements for mutual fund products that 

run on audio-visual media. As a result, the 

petitioners argue that equivalent guidelines for 

crypto exchanges are urgently needed. 

The petitioners also claim that the disclaimer text, 

which reads, "Cryptocurrency is an unregulated 

digital currency, not a legal tender, and subject to 

market risks," is not in a legible font, does not 

include voice iteration for more than or at least 5 

seconds, and the line of text is smaller than the 

standard size, displaying for less than two 

seconds. 

It is argued that a properly placed and sized 

warning will instil the wisdom of investigating 

risk profiles around crypto assets before 

uninformed investors invest their hard-earned 

money in digital assets they don't comprehend. 

 

Supreme Court to take up plea challenging 

Patna High Court on evaluation of land today.  

 

he Supreme Court will today take up a 

petition challenging the Patna High 

Court order in relation to wrong 

evaluation of petitioner‘s land and less 

compensation. 

The bench of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and 

Justice Hemant Gupta will hear the petitioner, 

I 
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who claims that he was granted less compensation 

for the land acquired for development purposes, 

considering it as residential property, when it was 

a commercial one. 

The present plea challenged the order passed by 

the Patna High Court, which dismissed the letter 

patent appeal filed by the petitioner for dropping 

of contempt proceedings against him, originating 

from the non-compliance of the order passed in a 

writ petition filed earlier by the petitioner itself. 

In the writ petition, the petitioner had said he was 

aggrieved by the compensation granted to him for 

the land. He had claimed that Letter No 1896 

dated December 7, 2012, of Circle Officer itself 

showed that the petitioners were running a shop of 

silver, gold and of utensils but his compensation 

amount has been fixed considering the land as a 

residential property. 

The High Court had disposed of the petition with 

a direction to refer the matter to a five-member 

Committee, which would examine the objection of 

petitioners in accordance with law and take into 

consideration the objection raised by them, after 

giving them proper hearing. The whole process 

was asked to be completed within three months 

from the date of production of copy of the order. 

After examination, the Committee found that the 

land in question was residential in nature and not 

commercial. Aggrieved from this order, the 

petitioner filed an LPA that has also been 

dismissed by the High Court on the ground of 

non-maintainability and barred by time 

(unexplained delay of 899 days), which has been 

challenged by the petitioner in the present plea.  

In Re: Bruno - Animal owners shall Register 

the animal with local self-Bodies within six 

months: Kerala High Court  

July 15
th

, 2021 

 

he Kerala high Court on Wednesday 

issued additional guidelines and 

suggestions to improve the condition of 

animal welfare in the state.  

A division bench of justice AK Jayashankarn 

Nambiar and justice P Gopinath also implemented 

certain animal welfare organizations such as Daya 

and Angles Nair, General secretary for animal 

legal force integration as additional Respondents 

in the matter. The court declared that this matter 

will be heard biweekly till the directions were 

implemented efficiently.  

Registration of Animals  

High Court has asked the state Government to 

direct local- self-government bodies to 

immediately issues public notices Requiring 

owners of all animals with them within six 

months.  

Additionally, it was also suggested to make such 

registration mandatory within three months of 

owing any animal. The court recalled how there 
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used to be a Licensing regulation like this system 

but observed that this was not pursued in earnest 

under the panchayat rules. 

 

 

 

Advocate moves Allahabad High Court against 

its circular mandating black gowns coat 

 

he advocate is also the president of the 

Hindu Personal Law Board and 

chairman of Global Human Rights 

Organizations. 

A PIL has been filed in the Allahabad High Court 

to challenge the circular issued by the High Court 

through which black gowns/coats were made 

mandatory for lawyers appearing before it. The 

petitioner, Ashok Pandey, further sought a 

direction for the Bar Council of India to frame 

rules prescribing dress code for advocates 

considering the weather in the country.     

Moreover, the petitioner has moved the court with 

rather unique prayer of prohibiting judges of all 

courts, tribunals, authorities, or any other person 

to wear the dress code prescribed for advocates by 

the BCI rules, 1975 and declare the provisions 

contained in chapter IV of the BCI rules, 1975 i.e. 

rules for dress-code for advocates as ultra-vires to 

the fundamental rights guaranteed by Articles 14, 

21 and 25 of the Constitution and also against the 

spirit of provisions contained u/s 49(1) (gg) of the 

Advocates Act, 1961  

The petitioner is an advocate, who is also the 

president of Hindu Personal Law Board and 

chairman of Global Human Rights Organizations. 

The petitioner states that India is a tropical 

country having high temperature for a whole year 

and asking an advocate to wear a coat, gown, and 

necktie cannot be said to be a proper dress for a 

whole year and not as per the intention of the 

legislature which enacted the Advocates Act and 

provided for determination of dress as per the 

climatic condition. Further compelling the 

advocates to wear gowns in crunching heat 

violates the fundamental rights of the advocates.  

It is further stated that the petitioner follows 

Sanatana Dharma and is having objection in 

wearing the band for its reason being a symbol of 

Christianity and being worn by church priests. He 

further states that this system was first adopted by 

barristers in England and extended to advocates in 

India. 

The petitioner also states his personal experience 

when he was appearing before the Lucknow bench 

of Justice Rituraj Awasthi and Justice Dinesh 

Kumar Singh at Allahabad High Court who asked 

him to wear black coat otherwise his case will be 

dismissed. The petitioner, however, showed them 

the BCI circular about the exemption in dress 

code due to summer, upon several requests of 
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hearing or adjournment the bench denied it and 

the petitioner had to wear some other advocate‘s 

court.   

The petitioner also states that ―wearing white sari/ 

salwar kameej is symbol of widow ladies as per 

the Hindu Culture and tradition, so there is no 

application of mind on the part of BCB (i.e., Bar 

Council of Bharat) while making the rule 

impugned.‖ 

Banks should not Deny educational loan citing 

liabilities of student's parents: Kerala high 

Court 

16 July 2021 

 

he Kerala high Court recently directed 

the bank of India to disburse the loan 

applied for by the Petitioners on the 

ground that she was a meritorious student and that 

repayment possibilities of educational loan were 

not to be assessed on the parent's financial 

position.  

 

" If the ability of the parents of the applicant to 

repay the loan cannot be a consideration for 

granting an educational loan, according to me, the 

liability, if any, of the parents shall not be an 

impediment for the bank in considering an 

application for educational loan, " The high court 

observed in the judgement. 

West Bengal Post-election violence: NHRC 

calls it “RULER’S LAW,” names TMC leader 

and threatens legal proceedings. 

 

 

he ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) has 

been accused of converting matters into a 

"law of ruler" rather than "rule of law," 

according to the final report of the National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC) Enquiry 

Committee set up to investigate the post-poll 

violence in West Bengal. 

Following the Assembly results, a committee of 

the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

slammed the Mamata Banerjee government, 

accusing it of subjecting "thousands of its 

citizens... to murder, rape, displacement, and 

intimidation, etc." and recommending the 

deployment of Central forces in the state. 

The seven-member panel advised that serious 

crimes such as murder and rape be turned over to 

the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for 

investigation, and that such cases be tried outside 

of the state. 

T 
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"The other instances should be reviewed by a 

special investigation team overseen by the court 

(SIT). Fast track courts, Special PP, and Witness 

Protection Scheme should all be available for 

adjudication "According to the 50-page report. 

The NHRC names 123 political personalities as 

accused and suspects, including a Chief Minister's 

election agent and numerous Trinamool 

politicians, and labels them "notorious criminals/ 

goons," claiming that "in contrast to the large-

scale violence," relatively "few" arrests have been 

made. 

The report advises this, even though only a few of 

the accused have been detained, and the others 

have been released on bond. "... this demonstrates 

the inadequate performance of local police, as 

well as the lack of deterrence for criminal 

elements,‖ the report states. According to the 

report, only 14 percent of the 9,304 accused 

named in FIRs were apprehended, with 80 percent 

already on bail. 

As a result, only about 3% of the accused are in 

jail, while 97 percent remain on the streets, 

making a mockery of the entire system. It is clear 

that the police lack the courage to act against the 

impending goons of the ruling dispensation. 

According to the report, the most affected police 

districts were Baruipur, Bashirhat, Barrackpore, 

and Diamond Harbour, while a considerable 

number of complaints were received from Cooch 

Behar, Birbhum, Purba Bardhaman, North 24 

Parganas, South 24 Parganas, and Kolkata 

districts. 

 

Punjab and Haryana HC dismiss bail plea of 

teen accused of sodomising Class 2 student. 

 

etitioner had filed an application for grant 

of regular bail before Special Judge, 

Mansa, which was dismissed, vide order 

dated 27.01.2021. He then approached the 

High Court. 

Voter lists disturbances of Fazilka City reached 

the Punjab and Haryana High Court 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court recently 

dismissed the bail petition of a man accused of 

committing unnatural sex with an 8-year-old 

child. ―The petitioner comes out to be a sex 

maniac, himself a teenager, indulging in perverse 

sexual acts. His such conduct cannot be taken 

lightly, since if released on bail, he may victimize 

several other innocent children and is a grave 

threat to the society,‖ said the single-judge bench 

of Justice H. S. Madaan. 

Petitioner Manpreet Singh, an accused in FIR 

dated 02.01.2021, had filed for regular bail. He is 

accused of offences under Sections 377, 511 IPC 

and Section 4 of Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences Act, 2012, registered in Police 

Station Jhunir, District Mansa. 
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On January 1, 2021, Manpreet Singh took the 

eight-year-old child, a student of Class II in his 

school, on a bicycle by giving him allurement of 

money and then in a room constructed in his field, 

removed his trouser, took off the pants of the child 

and started committing sodomy with him; the 

child victim started crying on account of pain at 

which Manpreet Singh made him sit on his 

bicycle and left him near the school premises. 

The child informed his father when he came home 

in the evening; the child was removed to Civil 

Hospital Sardulgarh, where he was medico-legally 

examined; the matter was reported to the police on 

the basis of which, a formal FIR was recorded; the 

accused was arrested in the case on January 2. 

The petitioner had filed an application for grant of 

regular bail before Special Judge, Mansa, which 

was dismissed, vide order dated 27.01.2021. He 

then approached the High Court. 

In the High Court, after hearing the counsel for 

the parties, Justice Madaan observed that the 

allegations against the petitioner are very grave 

and serious of attempting to commit unnatural sex 

with a child of young age of 8 years, making him 

undergo the nightmarish and traumatic 

experience, which may haunt him for the rest of 

his life.  

The High Court held that although, on completion 

of the investigation, the challan has been filed 

against the accused, but the statement of the child 

victim and the complainant are yet to be recorded.  

The State Counsel expressed the apprehension 

that if accused is granted bail, there is every 

likelihood of the petitioner giving threats, 

intimidation or inducement to the prosecution 

witnesses in an attempt to make them resile from 

their statements during the trial to enable him to 

earn acquittal that cannot be brushed aside lightly. 

There are chances of his absconding and in the 

process delaying the trial also, the Counsel added. 

―The trial against him is going on, which is likely 

to be completed in near future. His guilt shall be 

determined during the trial. If proved guilty, he 

would be convicted and if not, he may earn an 

acquittal. However, no ground to grant regular 

bail to the petitioner pending trial is made out. 

The petition lacks merit and is dismissed 

accordingly,‖ the order reads. 

 

CJI Ramana emphasizes mediation as a critical 

step in resolving conflict and unclogging courts 

17
th

 July 2021 

 

n Saturday, Chief Justice of India (CJI) 

Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana stated that 

the time has come for India to go 

into'mission mode,' and he recommended 

mediation as a'mandatory first step for 

resolution of any issue' for settling matters 

between parties. 
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The CJI emphasised that India and other Asian 

countries had a long and rich tradition of 

mediation, citing the Mahabharata as an example 

of an early attempt at mediation as a conflict 

resolution technique, in which Lord Krishna 

attempted to arbitrate the disagreement between 

the Pandavas and Kauravas. 

The CJI was appearing as the keynote speaker at 

the India-Singapore Mediation Summit, entitled 

"Making Mediation Mainstream: Reflections from 

India and Singapore." In it, he contended for the 

establishment of mediation as a dependable 

mechanism of resolving problems, which he 

claimed would benefit the poverty - stricken 

sections of society. 

Perhaps an omnibus statute is required to fill the 

void, the CJI observed, adding that there are 

approximately 40,000 mediation centres in India 

and that 1 million cases have been settled by 

March 2021 in India. 

He stated "We must remember that the vast 

majority of litigants in India are from the middle 

and lower classes. They will be greatly relieved if 

mediation is established as a dependable method 

of redress. It will result in a significant reduction 

in the number of cases reaching normal courts. 

Such a scenario will improve the judicial system's 

efficiency " 

"Advocates ' Dress code against India's 

climate, Band is religious symbol of 

Christianity “.  

PIL in Allahabad high Court notice, issued to 

BCI  

 

he Allahabad high Court on Friday issued 

a notice to the Bar council of India (BCI) 

on a plea seeking a ban on the existing 

dress code and black coat and robes prescribed for 

lawyers alleging that the same is against the 

climate of India.  

The Bench of justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyay 

and justice Ajai kumar shrivastava further 

Directed the centre and the high Court 

administration to file their respective responses by 

august 18.  

The plea has been moved by the party in person 

Ashok pande who has also urged the Court to 

direct for the framing of new rules prescribing the 

advocates dress as per the climatic condition of 

the country.  

SC declines to hear PIL on herbal concoction 

said to have shown results in Covid-19 patients 
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he petitioner claimed, ―it is well-

established fact that India has been a 

land of extraordinary Traditional 

knowledge. The world-famous Neem Case, 

Turmeric Case, and Basmati Case require no 

introduction. 

The Supreme Court declined to hear a PIL seeking 

a direction to allow the distribution of a ―herbal 

concoction‖ claiming it has shown miraculous 

results in numerous Covid-19 patients, including 

critical patients with low oxygen levels. 

A three-judge bench led by Chief Justice N.V. 

Ramana, and Justice A.S. Bopanna & Justice 

Hrishikesh Roy dismissed the plea which sought 

directions to set aside the order passed by the 

Collector & District Magistrate and Institution of 

Lokayukta of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh to 

stop the distribution of the herbal concoction & 

termed the same as illegal being violative of 

Article 14 and 21 of the Constitution of India.  

The plea, filed by Abhinandan C., has submitted 

before the Court that the home-made herbal 

concoction prepared by Bonigi Anandaiah from 

Krishnapatnam Town, Nellore District, Andhra 

Pradesh, has miraculous results on numerous 

Covid-19 patients, including critical patients 

whose blood oxygen levels were less than 90. 

Also, it doesn‘t have any side-effects.  

―Despite that respondent authorities have, 

however, taken an arbitrary decision in violation 

of Article 14 of the Constitution of India, to stop 

the distribution of the said herbal concoction till a 

detailed research, analysis and clinical trials are 

conducted,‖ averred the plea.  

The petitioner claimed, ―It is well-established fact 

that India has been a land of extraordinary 

traditional knowledge. The world-famous Neem 

Case, Turmeric Case, and Basmati Case require 

no introduction. When modern scientific pharma 

companies and established ayurvedic drug 

companies can be allowed to administer 

medicines and steroids having hazardous side-

effects, without there being any concrete evidence 

of their efficacy, there is absolutely no reason why 

a safe herbal concoction without any side-effects 

should be prohibited from being distributed 

without the proof of its efficacy or clinical trial.‖ 

He further alleged, ―there is also possibility that 

huge pharma companies are lobbying against 

natural herbal cures and engaging into corrupt 

practices for the sake of their personal interests.‖ 

He also prayed that any research on the herbal 

concoction prepared by Anandaiah maybe 15 

monitored by the Apex Court through independent 

experts/supervisors.   

 

 

Calcutta high court stays TDS collection under 

section 194N Income Tax Act till Sep 30 
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he Calcutta high court on Thursday 

passed an interim order restraining the 

Income tax Department from collecting 

Tax Deduction at sources (TDS) under section 

194N of the income tax Act, 1961 .  

Justice Md. nizamuddin was adjudicating upon a 

plea challenging the constitutional validity of the 

provision, which was inserted by the finance Act,  

2019 and became effective from 1 Sep 2019,. the 

provision mandates the deduction of tax at sources 

at the rate of 2 percent on cash withdrawals from, 

inter alia, a banking company exceeding‘s Rs 1 

crore 

In a financial year. 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

12 July 2021 

Lighting kills many in Rajasthan, 5 lakh ex-

gratia announced for each. 

 

n separate incidents of lighting, eighteen 

people, including seven children, in 

Rajasthan's Jaipur, Kota, Jhalawar, and 

Dholpur districts on Sunday. Twenty-one people, 

including six children, were also injured in 

lightning incidents in separate villages in the state. 

PM Modi expressed sorrow over the deaths of 

people due to lightning in the state. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot also 

expressed sorrow over the loss of lives in the 

accidents. 

Gehlot tweeted, 'The loss of lives due to lightning 

strikes in Kota, Dholpur, Jhalawar, Jaipur and 

Baran today is very sad and unfortunate. 

Gehlot announced a compensation of Rs 5 lakh 

each for the family members of those who died in 

lightning strikes. Rs 4 lakh will be given from the 

emergency relief fund and 1 lakh from the Chief 

Minister Relief Fund (CMRF). 

Mishra appealed to the people to be careful during 

the rainy season. 

In Jaipur, 11 people, were killed and eight others 

injured when lightning struck them on a hill near 

the Amber Fort. Some of them were taking selfies 

on a watchtower while the others were on the hill. 

The one on the watchtower fell when lightning 

struck in the evening. 

He said that a rescue operation is on to look for 

other injured people. 
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Delhi 16-year-old girl succumbed to death after 

attacked with axe.  

 

n Tuesday, a day after a 16-year-old 

girl was attacked and killed by a man 

holding an axe near her home in south 

Delhi's Moti Bagh. Police said they have arrested 

her attacker, who was allegedly stalking her for 

past several months. 

The 21-year-old suspect was identified as Pradeep 

alias Praveen. Police said he was harassing the girl 

for a relationship, but she refused. Around two 

months ago, the girl's father slapped him for 

troubling his minor daughter. 

'Pradeep was arrested from his sister's house in 

Palwal, Haryana. He was stalking the girl for the 

past few months and the girl's father had slapped 

him over this. 

 

This angered Pradeep and he wanted to take 

revenge. He purchased an axe from RK Puram a 

month ago and used it to attack the girl in the 

afternoon on Monday. The axe was recovered 

from the scene of the crime,' said deputy 

commissioner of police (southwest) Ingit Pratap 

Singh. 

Police told the attack on the girl was caught by a 

CCTV camera installed near the spot. The footage 

helped them determine the exact sequence of 

events leading to the attack and verify the 

attacker's identity. It was a key piece of evidence 

against Pradeep. 

Pradeep lived in a tenement a kilometer away 

from the girl's house, but he used to visit his 

friend's shop, which is nearby her parents' shop. 

On Monday at around 1 pm, the girl was walking 

towards her home in Moti Bagh and was about 

200 meters from her home when Pradeep 

allegedly stopped her and attacked her with the 

axe, leaving her with severe head and face 

injuries. He escaped the crime scene, but left 

behind the axe covered in blood, said, DCP Singh. 

'The injured girl was rushed to Safdarjung hospital 

by the time the police reached the crime scene 

after being alerted by a passerby. She was alive at 

the time of her admission but died of injuries 

during treatment. The case that was initially 

registered as an attempt to murder was later 

converted to murder.‘. 

 

Severe waterlogging caused due to heavy rain 

in Mumbai. 
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n Friday, Heavy rains caused 

waterlogging in several parts of 

Mumbai  and also led to the diversion 

of traffic routes in many parts of the city. 

Due to heavy rains and waterlogging the railway 

tracks were seen waterlogged. Also, on the slow 

line near Kurla-Vidyavihar, trains are running 20-

25 minutes late. 

Chief Public Relations Officer, Central Railway, 

said that Slow line traffic between Kurla -

Vidyavihar have been rotated on the fast line. The 

Harbor line is also running 20-25 minutes late. 

Although Trans-Harbor line traffic is running 

smoothly. 

Due to heavy rains and waterlogging near 

Chunabhatti station, the railway tracks have been 

waterlogged. 

Regional Meteorological Centre, Mumbai has 

meanwhile predicted that the city will witness 

light to moderate rain in the city and suburbs with 

the possibility of heavy rainfall at isolated places 

for the next 24 hours. 

 

POLITCAL NEWS 

Explained: Why did Modi government form a 

new cooperation ministry 

12 July 2021 

 

he Modi government's announcement to 

create a separate ‗Ministry of Co-

operation‘ has come as a surprise to 

many, including the opposition parties who are 

still trying to decipher the long-term impact of the 

move. 

But a closer scrutiny, and it becomes evident that 

this decision was not sudden. In fact, it was a 

process in the making for quite some time. 

The seeds for a separate ministry was sown during 

Nirmala Sitharaman's Budget speech, in which 

she had said "the Modi government is committed 

to the development of multi-state cooperatives and 

will provide all support to them. To further 

streamline the ease of doing business for 

cooperatives, I propose to set up a separate 

administrative structure for them." 

Why a separate cooperation ministry? 

Cooperatives are the best channels to keep alive 

the spirit of collectivism with individual 

responsibility. The stated objective of creating the 

ministry is 

* To realise the vision of 'Sahkar se Samriddhi' 

(prosperity through cooperation) 

* To streamline processes for ‗Ease of doing 

business‘ for co-operatives and enable 
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development of Multi-State Co-operatives 

(MSCS). 

* To provide a separate administrative, legal and 

policy framework for strengthening the 

cooperative movement in the country. 

* To deepen cooperatives as a true people-based 

movement reaching upto the grassroots. 

Amit Shah as the first minister of cooperation 

Whatever be the roadmap for the ministry, there 

was no surprises when it came to the choice of 

minister for the new department. 

Amit Shah, with his rich experience in Gujarat's 

cooperative sector in Gujarat, was a natural choice 

to head the new ministry. 

His Gujarat model in the cooperative sector was a 

huge success and perhaps that is why the 

opposition is skeptical. 

History 

India has had a rich and successful history of the 

cooperative movement. 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh are 

some states that have reaped rich dividends from 

the cooperative movement. In the process, they 

have empowered not just their rural population but 

also several politicians. 

The aim of the co-operative movement was to 

help farmers overcome the burden of debt and 

help them sell their products easily to get 

maximum profit. 

The government passed the Co-operative Credit 

Societies Act, 1904 paving the way for the 

formation of several rural credit societies. 

In 1912, the government released some of the 

shortcomings of the 1904 Act and passed a more 

comprehensive Act, known as the Co-operative 

Societies Act of 1912. 

This Act recognized non-credit societies also. 

State versus Centre: A political masterstroke? 

Cooperative societies are a state subject under 

Entry 32 of the State List of Seventh Schedule of 

the Constitution of India. 

The functioning of Cooperative Banks is guided 

by the Cooperative Societies Act of the respective 

states. 

Now, that makes the Centre's move interesting 

and intriguing. Why a separate ministry for a state 

subject? 

Kerala's minister for Cooperation and Registration 

V N Vasavan says "Creation of a new 

Cooperation ministry is an infringement upon the 

federal rights of the state governments. It comes 

under the purview of the state government. This is 

an intrusion into the authority of the state 

governments." 

CPM has a sweeping control over the cooperatives 

in Kerala. 

The Shiv Sena, which is leading the Maha Vikas 

Aghadi coalition in Maharashtra, was on record to 

state that the creation of the new Union ministry 

of cooperation was "just to harass the cooperative 
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sector as it has a strong network in Maharashtra 

compared to other states." 

Several leaders of the ruling MVA, especially 

those from the NCP, are active in the cooperative 

sector. 

Former leader of the opposition in Kerala 

assembly and senior Congress leader Ramesh 

Chennithala called it a political conspiracy and 

said his party would consider taking the legal path 

against the formation of the ministry. 

Two-time Kerala finance minister and senior 

CPM leader Thomas Issac wrote on his Facebook 

page that "this move has ulterior motives." 

Citing the case of Gujarat, he said "Amit Shah's 

tirades first started by capturing the Cooperative 

banks which were the forte of the Congress party 

in Gujarat and the BJP there took control of it." 

"Yet another assault on Federalism. Co-operative 

societies are in the state list of the Constitution. 

No better hatchet man than Amit Shah to head the 

new Union cooperation ministry to take over the 

entire co- operative sector, bypassing the states 

and promote the Hindutva coops," Isaac tweeted. 

Amit Shah, the first minister of this new ministry, 

has a very old and successful association with the 

cooperative movement in Gujarat. 

Before taking charge of the ministry, he met some 

of the leading figures of the country's cooperative 

sector and said "The government is determined to 

make cooperatives and all cooperative institutions 

more empowered." 

While the administrative control of the 

cooperatives are with the states, its banking 

functions are regulated by Reserve Bank of India 

under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (as 

applicable to Cooperatives). 

This dual control has led to a lot of irregularities 

in the functioning of the cooperative banks. The 

fact that most cooperative banks are controlled by 

powerful politicians contributed to their poor 

supervision and the lack of political will to change 

things. 

In June 2020, the Centre promulgated an 

ordinance to bring all urban cooperative banks and 

multi-state cooperative banks under the 

supervision of the RBI in order to protect the 

interest of depositors. 

The Ordinance amended the Banking Regulation 

Act, 1949 as applicable to cooperative banks. 

However, it did not affect the existing powers of 

the state registrars of Co-operative Societies under 

state co-operative laws. 

The creation of cooperation ministry may further 

give the Centre some control over the functioning 

of the cooperatives in different states. 

Farmers protest and removing middlemen ... the 

Amul way 

And while the Centre-state tussle could be one 

aspect, there may be other dimensions of the 

move. 

We all know the success story of Amul as a 

cooperative society. 
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Amul was founded in 1946 to end the exploitation 

of middlemen. 

According to details on its website, the 

exploitative trade practices followed by local trade 

cartel led to the formation of cooperative society. 

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel advised the angry 

farmers to get rid of middlemen by forming their 

own cooperative which would ensure that 

procurement processing and marketing all stay 

under their control. In 1946, farmers went on a 

milk strike and subsequently formed their own 

cooperative. 

Now, fast forward to the ongoing farmers protest 

and the new farm laws. One of the declared 

objectives of the new farm laws is to remove the 

middlemen who exploit the small and marginal 

farmers. 

The government has often said that the present 

protest by farmers is being led by the big farmers 

who have vested interest. 

Will the new ministry have a role to play in the 

larger objective to empower the small and 

marginal farmers without being dependent on the 

states? 

We don't know for now. 

 

 

After Reigniting Rumours of Comeback, 

Rajinikanth Shuts Door on Political Ambitions, 

Dissolves Outfit 

 

he actor said he would discuss with the 

district secretaries of Rajini Makkal 

Mandram about his foray into politics, 

almost half a year after he said his health did not 

permit him to jump into the fray. 

Veteran actor Rajinikanth on Monday dissolved 

his quasi-political outfit, Rajini Makkal Mandram, 

and reduced it to its earlier status of a fan club, 

shutting the door even firmly on his political 

ambitions. The actor put out a press release after a 

meeting with important functionaries of the 

Madram. Heading off to the meeting after 

returning from the US, the 70-year-old fired up 

speculation by saying he might consider entering 

the arena, an about-turn from his earlier stand of 

exiting the field. Rajinikanth, who disappointed 

several fans in 2020 by announcing he would stay 

away from politics, on Monday reignited the 

political potboiler in Tamil Nadu by saying he 

would ―reconsider‖ his decision. In his press meet 

on Monday, Rajinikanth said it‘s been a while 

since he met the members of the Rajini Makkal 

Mandram. With the advent of the Covid-19 

pandemic, his filmmaking schedules and the trip 

to the US, Rajinikanth had not been keeping in 

touch with supporters. He said he would meet 
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them all, and discuss the future of the Makkal 

Mandram, and whether ―he would enter politics in 

the future..‖ Rajinikanth had been in the US for 

medical examinations, following schedules of the 

upcoming movie Annathe (elder brother). In a U-

turn, Rajinikanth had on December 29, 2020, 

announced he will not take the political plunge 

and launch a party as declared earlier. However, 

Rajinikanth‘s associate and Gandhiya Makkal 

Iyakkam founder Tamilaruvi Manian said that the 

actor didn‘t say he would never enter politics, he 

said he would not jump into poll fray now and that 

he has also not disbanded the Rajini Makkal 

Mandram (RMM). ―If tomorrow Rajinikanth says 

he is entering politics, Gandhiya Makkal Iyakkam 

will associate itself with him on his journey. If 

Rajinikanth does not enter politics also, it will 

continue to function as a sister organization,‖ 

Manian had ssaid Scores of fans of the superstar 

had staged protests, demanding the veteran actor 

take the political plunge. Raising slogans such as 

―Vaa Thalaiva Vaa‖ (Come leader come), they 

urged him to embark on his political journey and 

usher in a new era in Tamil Nadu politics. The 

Rajini Makkal Mandram (RMM), initially seen as 

a precursor organisation of the veteran‘s possible 

political party, had earlier asked its members and 

the actor‘s fans not to join the agitation and 

―further hurt‖ him, pointing out that he had 

decided against joining politics citing his frail 

health. The megastar had then requested his fans 

not to pressure him to join politics. ―I praise and 

thank those members of the mandram for not 

participating in the protest. But I am sad and 

worried about those who participated in the 

protest despite me explaining that I will not enter 

politics last month,‖ said Rajinikanth. The actor 

said the members of the fan club were inflicting 

pain on him by asking him to join politics. ―I have 

already explained in details the reasons for not 

entering politics. At least after this no one must 

keep pressurising me to enter politics. No one 

must protest like this as it will inflict more pain to 

me,‖ said the actor The actor‘s latest statement has 

fired up speculation among his fans and plunged 

political observers into conundrum. Most 

observers who were, during his earlier flip-flops, 

either gung-ho or dismissive about Rajinikanth as 

a politician are now downright non-committal to 

make a comment. ―Such reversal in decisions 

would only erase the trust among the people…,‖ 

said a political commentator. 

 

Don't get bogged down by expectations, PM 

Modi wishes athletes luck ahead of Tokyo 

Olympics 

13
th

  July 2021 
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rime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday 

interacted with the Olympic-bound 

contingent who would be looking to 

make the country proud at the upcoming Tokyo 

Games, beginning July 23. 

 

"During my last Mann ki Baat, I talked about you 

(Deepika Kumari) and the other athletes. You are 

now the world number one in rankings, the world 

would love to know about your journey. I know in 

your childhood, you used to aim at mangoes," said 

PM Modi during the session. 

"When you reach such a level at the big stage, 

expectations are obviously there from you. The 

country is confident that you will make the nation 

proud at the upcoming Games," he added. 

 

Talking to javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra, PM 

Modi said: "I have been told that you got injured, 

but still you created a new record. You don't need 

to get bogged down by expectations, don't take the 

burden of expectations, just focus on your goal. 

 

Replying to PM Modi, Neeraj said: "I am focusing 

on my game, anything I want, the government is 

helping me in that. We have a limited career, 

because of injury, I lost some time, but I was fully 

focused on the Olympics. Because of Covid-19, 

the Olympics got postponed but I kept on 

preparing for the event." 

PM Modi also said that sprinter Dutee Chand is all 

set to make everyone proud at the Olympics. 

"Dutee Ji, the result of your hard work that you 

have done for so many years, is decided by a few 

seconds," said Modi. 

 

The virtual video conferencing session was started 

by Union Sports and Youth Affairs Minister 

Anurag Thakur wherein he introduced PM Modi 

and he thanked him for taking out the time to 

boost the morale of the athletes. MoS Nisith 

Pramanik and Law Minister Kiren Rijiju were also 

present along with Indian Olympic 

Association President Narinder Batra. 

Athletes such as Mary Kom (boxer), Sania 

Mirza (tennis), Manika Batra (table tennis), Dutee 

Chand (sprinter), Deepika Kumari (archery) 

and Sajan Prakash (swimmer) were all part of the 

session. 

"It is an honour and privilege for every member of 

the contingent to get to speak to the Prime 

Minister before they depart for the Olympics. Our 

athletes will compete in 85 events in which they 

can win a medal," said Batra during the session. 

A total of 126 athletes across 18 sports disciplines 

from India will be heading to Tokyo. This is the 

biggest-ever contingent India is sending to any 

Olympics. The 69 cumulative events across the 18 

sport disciplines that India will participate in are 

also the highest ever for the country. 

There are several notable firsts in terms of 

participation. For the first time in its history, a 

fencer from India (Bhavani Devi) has qualified for 

the Olympic Games. Nethra Kumanan is the first-

ever female sailor from India to qualify for the 

Olympics. Sajan Prakash and Srihari Nataraj are 

the first swimmers from India to qualify for an 
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Olympic Games by achieving the 'A' Qualification 

Standard in swimming. 

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has 

already confirmed that boxer Mary Kom and 

men's hockey team captain Manpreet Singh would 

be the flag bearers for the Indian contingent at the 

upcoming Tokyo Olympics in the opening 

ceremony. 

Wrestler Bajrang Punia will be the flag bearer at 

the closing ceremony. The Indian contingent 

would depart for Tokyo on July 17. The Olympics 

will run from July 23 to August 8. 

PM Modi to interact with CMs of six states on 

Covid situation 

 

 

e also said that it is a matter of concern 

that big crowds are thronging hill 

stations and market areas without 

masks and social distancing. 

These are among the states where the Covid 

infection numbers have seen an increase in several 

districts or have not in general seen a dip like they 

have in most other states. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with 

the chief ministers of Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Maharashtra and 

Kerala on July 16 to discuss the COVID-19 

situation in these states. These are among the 

states where the Covid infection numbers have 

seen an increase in several districts or have not in 

general seen a dip like they have in most other 

states. Modi on Tuesday interacted with the chief 

ministers of eight North-Eastern states, another 

region of concern, through video conferencing, 

and said the vaccination drive needs to be 

continuously ramped up to deal with the 

pandemic. He also said that it is a matter of 

concern that big crowds are thronging hill stations 

and market areas without masks and social 

distancing. 

PM Modi interacts with Olympics-bound 

Indian athletes 

14
th

 July 2021 

 

Reveals his knowledge of their background, 

journey, and achievements 

t was the final blessing on behalf of the 

nation and a morale boost for the Olympics-

bound Indian athletes as Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi goaded them to play without the 
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pressure of winning and do their best 

wholeheartedly. 

In an interaction that spanned more than an hour 

with 15 athletes and their family members, 

starting with World No. 1 archer Deepika Kumari 

and ending with tennis ace Sania Mirza, the Prime 

Minister revealed his knowledge of their 

background, journey, and achievements. 

The fluent way he posed questions to each one of 

them in so many ways, getting the best out of the 

athletes, would have made any professional sports 

presenter proud. 

The Prime Minister started in Gujarati with rifle 

shooter Elavenil Valarivan and ended with a 

Tamil Vanakkam to her parents. 

Deepika assured the PM she was focused on 

training and giving her best in Tokyo. Modi was 

impressed by archer Pravin Kumar Jakhar who 

had journeyed this far from a poor background. 

Neeraj Chopra said he was determined to 

overcome the hurdles — injury and the pandemic 

— and do well at the Olympics. 

Serving as an inspiration 

Sprinter Dutee Chand spoke on inspiring girls and 

women to aspire for a better life. 

Boxer Ashish Kumar said he was grateful to 

coach Dharmendra Singh Yadav for training and 

supporting him at a crucial stage. The Prime 

Minister appreciated Ashish‘s ability to stay 

focused on training even after the death of his 

father. 

Boxer Mary Kom said, being a left-hander, she 

preferred the hook to stun her opponents, that 

Muhammad Ali was her idol and Olympic gold 

her dream. 

Modi talked to P.V. Sindhu about her training and 

recalled how coach Gopi Chand had kept her 

phone away and not allowed her to eat ice cream 

during the Rio Games. 

―Sometimes I eat ice cream,‖ said Sindhu with a 

smile and the Prime Minister promised to have ice 

cream with her when she returned from Tokyo. 

―You are very focused. You have a long journey. 

You will do very well,‖ the Prime Minister told 

shooter Saurabh Chaudhary. 

Entertaining 

It was equally entertaining and inspirational as 

Modi talked to table tennis stars Sharath Kamal, 

Manika Batra, wrestler Vinesh Phogat, swimmer 

Sajan Prakash and hockey captain Manpreet 

Singh. 

Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur, former 

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and Indian Olympic 

Association president, Narinder Batra were 

present among others who participated in the 

virtual interaction. 

 

Piyush Goyal named the Leader of the House 

in Rajya Sabha 
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oyal‘s appointment came ahead of the 

monsoon session of Parliament that 

begins July 19. Goyal replaces Thawar 

Chand Gehlot who recently quit the Modi cabinet 

to take over as the Karnataka governor 

Union Minister Piyush Goyal will be the Leader 

of the House in the Rajya Sabha, replacing 

Thawar Chand Gehlot who recently quit the Modi 

cabinet to take over as the Karnataka governor. 

Goyal‘s appointment comes ahead of the monsoon 

session of Parliament, which begins July 19. 

Goyal was the deputy floor leader in the Rajya 

Sabha before the new assignment. Goyal, who 

holds key ministerial portfolios, including textiles, 

commerce and industry and consumer Affairs, has 

been a member of the Rajya Sabha since 2010. 

Goyal has been playing an active role in the BJP‘s 

efforts to negotiate with Opposition parties not 

aligned with the Congress such as BJD, AIADMK 

and YSRCP.  

 

Uttar Pradesh’s handling of second Covid wave 

unprecedented: PM Modi in Varanasi 

 

15 July 2021 

rime Minister Narendra Modi Thursday 

lauded the Uttar Pradesh government for 

successfully handling the second wave 

of Coronavirus pandemic. 

During his address, PM Modi also lauded Uttar 

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath‘s 

leadership skills. ―The way in which UP has 

controlled the second Covid wave and stopped its 

spread is unprecedented,‖ he said in Varanasi. 

―The infrastructure in Kashi has grown multifold. 

Kashi has shown that it doesn‘t stop or get tired 

even in difficult times. The past few months have 

been very difficult for the entire mankind. But 

entire Uttar Pradesh, including Kashi, faced the 

mutating and dangerous form of Coronavirus with 

all its might. Today UP is a state that does the 

maximum number of testings across the country. 

It is a state that does the maximum number of 

vaccinations,‖ the prime minister said. 

PM Modi reached his parliamentary constituency 

Varanasi this morning and inaugurated multiple 

development projects worth over Rs 1,500 crore. 

He was received by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 

Yogi Adityanath and Governor Anandiben Patel. 
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In Varanasi, Modi inaugurated various public 

projects and works, including a 100-bed MCH 

wing in BHU, multi-level parking at Godauliya, 

Ro-Ro vessels for tourism development on river 

Ganga and a three-lane flyover bridge on the 

Varanasi-Ghazipur highway. 

The prime minister also inaugurated projects 

worth around Rs 744 crore and laid foundation 

stones of several projects and public works worth 

about Rs 839 crore. These include the Centre for 

Skill and Technical Support of Central Institute of 

Petrochemical Engineering and Technology 

(CIPET), 143 rural projects under the Jal Jeevan 

Mission and mango and vegetable integrated pack 

house in Karkhiyanv. 

Later, Modi will also inaugurate the International 

Cooperation and Convention Centre, Rudrakash 

which has been constructed with Japanese 

assistance. Thereafter, he will inspect the 

Maternal and Child Health Wing, BHU. He will 

also meet officials and medical professionals to 

review Covid preparedness. 

SC dismisses plea challenging cancellation of 

CBSE, ICSE class 12 exams: 

 

 Bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar and 

Dinesh Maheshwarialso dismissed all 

challenges mounted to the assessment 

policies framed by the CBSE and ICSE to 

compute marks for class 12 students in view of 

cancellation of exams. 

The Supreme Court today dismissed petitions 

challenging the CBSE and ICSE decision to 

cancel examinations and also gave a go-ahead to 

the assessment scheme brought out by the Boards 

to evaluate the students‘ examination pattern. 

―Board has taken a conscious decision at the 

highest level and taken on larger public interest. 

We are not going to sit in judgment over it,‖ the 

Apex Court observed. A parents‘ association and 

students flagged several concerns with regard to 

the CBSE and ICSE schemes for evaluation for 

Class 12 results and said that many clauses are 

arbitrary and would be detrimental to future 

prospects of the students. The plea stated that 

CBSE‘s decision amounts to unequal treatment to 

private/ patrachar/ 2
nd

 chance compartment 

candidates of Class 10 and 12 since board exams 

for regular students have been cancelled by 

CBSE. A Bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar and 

Dinesh Maheshwarialso dismissed all challenges 

mounted to the assessment policies framed by the 

CBSE and ICSE to compute marks for class 12 

students in view of cancellation of exams. The 

Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 

and the Council for the Indian School Certificate 

Examinations (CISCE) had responded today in the 

Supreme Court of India to concerns raised by 

some students and parents on their evaluation 

schemes. 
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Banking News  

Finance Ministry Scrapped LIC’s On July 09, 

2021, 

 

 

n July 09, 2021 Department of 

Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of 

Finance, removed the Position of 

chairman from the IPO (Initial Public Offer) 

bound Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) 

and it will have Managing Director (MD) and 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO), by Making 

amendments over the LIC Act 1956.It will Create 

CEO post after this (Currently there is no CEO in 

LIC). 

• The MD and CEOs will be appointed by the 

Central Government under section 4 of the LIC 

Act 1956. 

•Currently, LIC has MR Kumar as its chairman 

and 4 MDs viz, Vipin Anand, Mukesh Kumar 

Gupta, Raj Kumar, and Siddhartha Mohanty. 

Other Amendments: 

ii. The LIC (Special Allowance for In-House 

Development of Actuarial Capability) Rules, 2002 

To appoint a full-time actuary for LIC was also 

Amended. 

•Condition: The designated actuary will have to 

Be a member of the Institute of Actuaries of India 

or Institute of Actuaries, London, and 

Should be nominated by the CEO or a 

Committee authorised by him. 

i.Rules under pension schemes were also 

amended to empower the board to take 

decisions pertaining to it. 

IPO of LIC: 

I. At the Budget 2021, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman announced the IP0 of LIC, to be 

Floated in 2021-22 as a part of the Rs 1.75 lakh 

Crore disinvestment target. 

ii.Earlier, the govt has amended the LIC Act, 1956 

along with the Finance Act 2021 and increased the 

authorised share capital of LIC from Rs 100 crore 

to Rs 25,000 crore to facilitate the listing. 

iii. The govt plans to launch the listing of LIC 

through IPO in Q4 FY22, it has made more than 

24 changes in the LIC Act to comply with the 

Listing norms and distribute shares. 

Note- In early July 2021, the govt extended the 

Retirement age of LIC Chairman from 60 to 62 

Years 

About Life Insurance Corporation (LIC): 

Establishment-1956 
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Headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 

Zero-net climate alliance has been launched by 

big insurance companies.  

 

 

ight of the world's leading insurance and 

reinsurance companies formed an 

alliance on Sunday to accelerate the 

transition to a net-zero emissions economy.  

The companies, which include three leading 

European premium insurers Allianz, AXA and 

Generali, said the NetZero Insurance Alliance 

(NZIA) will work to convert their insurance 

portfolios to net greenhouse gas emissions by 

2050. The move comes as insurers put pressure to 

explain how to decarbonise their businesses amid 

calls to stop underwriting and investing in fossil 

fuel projects.  

Each of the companies will set individual interim 

targets every five years and report annually on 

progress in cooperation with the competition 

authorities, according to the NZIA members in a 

statement.  

"With this new NetZero Insurance Alliance we are 

raising our climate ambitions even further," says 

Thomas Buberl, CEO of the AXA Group, 

Chairman of the NZIA.  

NZIA members, which also include Aviva, 

Munich Re, SCOR, Swiss Re and Zurich 

Insurance Group, will set underwriting criteria for 

the most carbon intensive activities in their 

underwriting portfolios and offer solutions for low 

and zero emission technologies. They will also 

include zero net risk and decarbonisation criteria 

in their risk management framework.  

"By pledging to join the Net Zero Gold Standard 

Alliance, the (NZIA) will ultimately make 

underwriting dependent on underlying companies 

having credible net zero transition strategies," said 

UN Weather Envoy Mark Carney .  

The alliance, first presented in April, was 

presented by General boss Philippe Donnet on 

Sunday at the G20 climate summit in Venice.  

Many of the major European insurers have already 

adopted climate-friendly policies. Last month 

Generali promised to achieve carbon neutrality in 

its direct investment portfolio by 2050. 

 

Date : 13-7-21 
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n July 2021, the executive board of the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

approved the Special Drawing Rights 

(SDRs) allocation Equivalent to USD 650 

billion, to support the Economically vulnerable 

member nations‘ battle 

Against CovID-19 

• it is the largest allocation in the IMF‘s history, It 

would boost the liquidity and reserves of all IMF 

member countries and promote the Resilience and 

stability of the global economy. 

• The SDR allocation would be completed by the 

end of August 2021 and it would allow 

Developing countries to immediately receive 

More than USD200 billion in support. 

•The IMF will channel the SDRs from wealthier 

Members to poorer and more vulnerable Member 

countries to help their COVID-19 Recovery. 

•As per the record of Johns Hopkins University, 

Deaths worldwide due to COVID-19 climbed to 4 

million. 

Note Similar to the current expansion, in 2009 

IMF approved a USD250 billion expansion in 

SDR Reserves to recover from the 2008 global 

financial crisis. 

About International Monetary Fund (IME): 

Establishment- 1944 

Headquarters – Washington, D.C., United States 

MD Kristalina Georgieva 

Member Countries- 190 

 

PNB fraud: The court grants bail to the doctor 

of three of the accused companies 

July 13
th

 , 2021 

 

hanesh Vrajlal Sheth, managing 

director of three indicted companies, 

namely Nakshastra Brands Ltd, 

Gitanjali Gems Ltd., Gilli India Ltd.  

Defence attorney Vijay Aggarwal requested bail 

because the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

had filed an indictment against the defendant. "... 

The investigation into the present case has been 

completed and the indictment was presented 

without the defendant's arrest, which shows that 
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Sheth did not need to be questioned while in 

custody," argued Aggarwal. 

The guarantee was given with a guarantee of one 

lakh rupees.  

The federal authorities had stated in their 

indictment that Sheth was the permanent director 

of the defendant companies Gitanjali Gems Ltd., 

Gilli India Ltd. and Nakshatra Brands Ltd. Was 

part of the conspiracy. "... Overall, the directors of 

these three Sheth companies have dishonestly 

signed the balance sheet, income statement, and 

cash flow statement of the three companies for the 

period ended March 31, 2015; March 31, 2016 

and March 21, 2017 that did not show any LOU 

used by these companies, ‖is the fee sheet to 

which ET had access.  

Last month, a supplementary indictment filed by 

IWC showed that the fugitive diamond dealer who 

was accused of defrauding the Punjab National 

Bank (BSP) of $ 2 billion first met "fictitious 

directors" in late 2017 His Hong Kong-based 

supplier company advising them that "they may 

have to deal with inquiries from the Directorate of 

Enforcement (ED)."  

He then fled India on January 4, 2018, and in 

February of that year those directors were " 

relocated ". to Bangkok to avoid investigation, 

according to the latest CBI indictment against 12 

people and companies, including Choksi, Vipul 

Chitalia, then vice-president of banking for the 

Gitanjali Group and former senior PNB officials. 

"In December 2017, Choksi visited Hong Kong 

and met with the fake directors of the Hong Kong-

based supplier companies and told them there 

were problems in India and they might have to 

deal with ED inquiries," the CBI fee sheet reads. 

"This shows that Choksi was already aware of the 

impending criminal case."  

At the Hong Kong meeting, Choksi reportedly 

told directors to apply for a Thailand visa as Hong 

Kong operations were being closed. China is said 

to have been charged with processing its work 

permits for Abbeycrest (Thailand) Ltd., Bangkok. 

, a company also controlled by Choksi. In January 

2018, Chitalia told these executives that "Choksi 

directed them not to visit India because they may 

have problems with investigative authorities," the 

indictment read. 

RBI publishes draft circular to allow UCBs to 

raise capital 

14
th

 July 2021 

 

he Reserve Bank released a draft policy 

on Wednesday that would allow city 

primary credit union banks (UCBs) to 

raise capital through the issuance of stocks, 

preferred stocks and debt. His area of activity was 

registered as a member and also through 

additional capital shares to the existing members.  

UCBs are drafted to be able to receive Tier I and 

Tier II capital by issuing non-cumulative 
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perpetual preferred stock (PNCPS), perpetual 

cumulative preferred stock (PCPS), redeemable 

non-cumulative preferred stock (RNCPS) and 

redeemable cumulative preferred stock (RCPS). ).  

UCBs can also issue Perpetual Debt Instruments 

(PDI), which can be included in Tier I capital, and 

Long-Term Subordinated Bonds (LTSB) as Tier II 

capital.  

The Banking Regulation Act (Amendment Act 

2020) came into force on June 29, 2020, for 

cooperative primary banks (Urban) (UCB).  

Considering the changes required by the 

amendments, the Reserve Bank of India has 

issued a draft circular on the "Issuance and 

Regulation of Equity and Securities of Primary 

Credit Union (Urban)". Participants and other 

stakeholders before August 31, 2021. 

 

10 key takeaways from Paytm's IPO filing 

16
th

 July 2021 

 

aytm has submitted its highly anticipated 

Red Herring Prospect Project (DRHP) for 

an initial public offering (IPO) valued at 

Rs 16,600 billion.  

 

The prospectus for the company's IPO contains 

several cautionary statements that any investor, 

institutional or private investor planning to 

participate in the company's public offering, 

should be aware of, including disputes with 

regulators and investors, a relative of the founder 

who has a significant influence has filed criminal 

and tax proceedings against Paytm and its 

directors about the company.  

 

1. PreIPO Lockin: Paytm has said it can raise up 

to Rs 2,000 crore in a PreIPO round. Anyone who 

invests in this round cannot sell their shares for a 

year. the issue volume is reduced by the amount 

withdrawn.  

 

2. Big Investors Will Sell Stocks: Big Paytm 

investors will sell parts of their shares in the 

company. These are the Ant Group, Alibaba, 

SoftBank and Elevation Capital (formerly Saif 

Partners). While Ant and Alibaba together own 

38% of Paytm. , SoftBank owns 18.73% and 

Elevation Capital owns 17.65%. Paytm founder 

Vijay Shekhar Sharma, who owns around 15% of 

the company, will also sell part of his shares.  

 

3. Paytm Will Remain Foreign-Owned: Paytm 

said it is currently a "foreign-owned and 

controlled" corporation and will continue to do so 

after the IPO in accordance with consolidated FDI 

policy and foreign exchange regulations and "we 

will accordingly." Indian Foreign Investment 

Laws. " 

Significant Influence: Paytm has listed all of its 

major investors such as SoftBank, Elevation 

Capital, Alibaba, and Ant Group as having 
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significant influence over the company. Last year, 

before the Chinese government thwarted Ant's 

IPO plans, "Ant listed Paytm in his IPO 

prospectus as a company he has significant 

influence over.  

Brother in arms: Vijay Shekhar Sharma's brother, 

Ajay Shekhar Sharma, will also listed as a relative 

who "has an interest in the voting rights of. the 

group that gives them significant control or 

influence." 

 

 

4. Losses Will Continue: Paytm has posted a net 

loss over the past three years and expects it to 

continue for the foreseeable future. Losses of Rs 

2,943 crore and Rs 1,704 crore were reported in 

Fiscal Years 20 and 21, respectively. 

 

5. SEBI Warning Regarding Paytm Money: 

Paytm said the Bureau of Securities and Exchange 

of India (SEBI) has "certain violations" of laws 

and regulations by Paytm Money in uploading 

customer KYC information and providing 

investment advice observed. The Market 

Authority has issued Paytm Money a written 

reminder to take corrective action. Paytm Money 

submitted its response last July.  

 

The law firm also ceased its consulting business 

as of March 31, 2021 after being informed by 

SEBI of the new consulting guidelines in 

February.  

 

6. Tour with Insurance Regulators: Paytm, a 

foreign-owned company, bought a 100% stake in 

its insurance broker subsidiary between November 

2019 and February 2020 after the government 

announced that overseas companies could increase 

their stake in insurance intermediaries to 49% . 

However, the RBI flagged this transaction under 

the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 

which wasn't updated to include the new FDI cap 

until April 2020. Paytm has requested 

retrospective government approval pending 

incremental review.  

 

7. Paytm NUE could encounter obstacles: 

Paytm confirmed that it has applied for a new 

Umbrella Entity License (NUE) with RBI to 

establish a new retail payment authority. This will 

be done through a group subsidiary, Foster 

Payments Network Ltd., as a consortium of nine 

companies.  

 

However, a rule introduced by the RBI in June 

2021 prohibits any investor in a country that does 

not comply with the rules of the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF) from owning more than 20% 

of the voting rights in a system operator payment 

(PSO). .  

 

FAFT, the global watchdog against money 

laundering and terrorist financing.Countries that 
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do not obey the rules include Mauritius, Uganda, 

and the Cayman Islands.  

That rule could hinder future investments in the 

NUE, Paytm said.  

 

8. Paytm Loan to Founders for Insurance Purchase 

- The company said it proposed to VSS Holdings 

Pvt. Ltd. Provide a loan of nearly Rs 492 billion in 

the form of optional convertible bonds (OCD). by 

Paytm founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma.  

 

"The funds, when infused, will be used to invest 

in PIT (which in turn would put more money into 

the RQBE transaction). Our company would have 

the option of converting these OCDs into shares 

(subject to regulatory approvals) of VSS Holdco ", 

he said. There is currently no assurance that this 

transaction will take place, Paytm added. We 

reported on the loan agreement in June.  

 

9. Ratan Tata, Warren Buffett to Sell Some 

Stock: Ant Group, Alibaba and Elevation Capital 

aren't the only high profile Paytm investors 

looking to sell some of their stocks. 

 

RBI imposes restrictions on Mastercard from 

Adding new customers 16 Jul 2021 Banking & 

Finance 

 

BI has cancelled the license of Dr. 

Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar Urban Co-

operative Bank Limited, Nilanga, Latur 

district, Maharashtra. Bank ceases to carry on 

banking business with Effect from the close of 

business on July 14, 2021. RBI cancelled the 

license of the bank as the bank Does not have 

adequate capital and earning 

Prospects and does not comply with the provisions 

Of section 11(1) and section 22 (3) of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

RBI cancels license of Shivajirao Patil 

Nilangekar Urban Co-operative Bank 
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RBI has cancelled the license of Dr. Shivajirao 

Patil Nilangekar Urban Co-operative Bank 

Limited, Nilanga, Latur district, Maharashtra. 

• Bank ceases to carry on banking business with 

Effect from the close of business on July 14, 2021. 

• RBI cancelled the license of the bank as the bank 

Does not have adequate capital and earning 

Prospects and does not comply with the provisions 

Of section 11(1) and section 22 (3) of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

 

RBI Restricted MasterCard; RBL Bank tie-up 

With VISA to Issue Credit Cards 

17
th

 July 2021 

he restriction imposed by the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI)on MasterCard 

from on-boarding new Domestic 

customers (debit, credit or prepaid) Onto their 

card networks from July 22, 2021, 

Have imposed a higher impact on the card Issuer‘s 

(bank) business growth. 

 

•RBL Bank, which has issued credit cards only 

On the Mastercard payment network, has now 

Entered into an agreement with Visa Worldwide 

Pte Ltd to issue credit cards on Visa‘s payment 

network. 

• YES Bank, and Bajaj Finserv, that have all their 

Credit card business with MasterCard also got 

Affected. HDFC Bank has 3 co-branded cards 

With Mastercard while State Bank of India 

(SBI) has 2. 

FEDDY Al-powered virtual customer 

Assistance launched by Federal Bank 

FEDDY, an Artificial Intelligence (AI) powered 

Virtual assistant was launched by Federal Bank 

To provide 24*7 assistance to its customers on 

Banking related queries. FEDDY is a State-of-Art 

Tool that can also be integrated and accessed 

Through Alexa, Google Assistant and WhatsApp. 

Notably, Federal Bank previously launched 

 

.”FedSelfie”- a user-friendly tool that allows 

Users‘ to open a bank account by taking Selfies. 

“Federal 24*7” Users can open bank 

Accounts through Video Call 

 

SBI is working on the introduction of YONO 2: 

Chairman  

 

State bank of India, the country‘s largest lender is 

working on rolling out the next version of its 

Yono (You Only Need One app) digital lending 

platform, President Dinesh Khara said. Yono was 

originally intended as a distribution platform for 

the products in the retail segment.  
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"During the trip, SBI was able to see the potential 

of Yono for international activities, especially 

where we have retail stores. We were also able to 

visualize its relevance to Yono's business and 

have now begun to apply it to our agricultural 

segment." . he said.  

"Now we're thinking about how we can integrate 

all these fragmented pieces of Yono and think in 

terms like Yono 2 what the next version is. We are 

working on that and it will come out with this and 

products soon," said Khara. .  

As of March 31, 2021, Yono has more than 7.96 

million downloads and approximately 3.71 

million registrations, according to the bank's 

2020-2021 annual report. The bank added 40,000 

overseas clients to the Yono platform by the end 

of March 2021, it said. is on track to launch Yono 

in Singapore, Bahrain, South Africa and the US 

by the end of fiscal 202122.  

 

Khara said SBI looks at technology from an 

operational monitoring perspective.  

The bank has begun using analytics to profile and 

reach customers, and is also using analytics for 

risk management and mitigation.  

 

Prashant Kumar, Managing Director and CEO of 

Yes Bank, said at the event that banks need 

alliances and relationships with technology during 

this time.  

 

International News 

Nepal's apex court orders appointment of 

Deuba as prime minister; reinstates dissolved 

lower house 

12
th

 July 2021 

 

n a landmark verdict, Nepal's Supreme Court 

on Monday directed President Bidya Devi 

Bhandari to appoint Nepali Congress chief 

Sher Bahadur Deuba as prime minister by 

Tuesday and reinstated the dissolved House of 

Representatives for a second time in five months. 

A five-member Constitutional Bench of the 

Supreme Court led by Chief Justice Cholendra 

Shumsher Rana issued the verdict stating that 

President Bhandari's decision to dissolve the 

lower house upon a recommendation of Prime 

Minister K.P. Sharma Oli was an unconstitutional 

act, delivering a major blow to the veteran 

Communist leader who was preparing for snap 

polls. 

The Bench issued a mandamus to appoint Deuba 

as the Prime Minister by Tuesday. Mr. Deuba, 74, 

has served as the prime minister on four 

occasions. 

The court also ordered summoning new session of 

House of Representatives at 5 PM on July 18. 
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Chief Justice Rana also said that the bench has 

concluded that party whip does not apply when 

lawmakers take part in the voting to elect new 

Prime Minister as per Article 76(5) of the 

Constitution. 

The bench comprising four other senior most 

justices -- Dipak Kumar Karki, Mira Khadka, 

Ishwar Prasad Khatiwada and Dr Ananda Mohan 

Bhattarai -- had concluded hearings in the case 

last week. 

President Bhandari had dissolved the 275-member 

lower house for the second time in five months on 

May 22 at the recommendation of Prime Minister 

Oli and announced snap elections on November 

12 and November 19. 

Last week, the Election Commission had 

announced the schedule for mid-term elections 

despite the uncertainty over polls. 

As many as 30 petitions, including one by the 

opposition alliance led by the Nepali Congress, 

were filed against the dissolution of the House by 

the President. 

A petition was filed by the Opposition parties‘ 

alliance with the signature of 146 lawmakers 

demanding reinstatement of the lower house of 

Parliament and appointment of Deuba as the 

prime minister. 

Nepal plunged into a political crisis on December 

20 last year after President Bhandari dissolved the 

House and announced fresh elections on April 30 

and May 10 at the recommendation of Prime 

Minister Oli, amidst a tussle for power within the 

ruling Nepal Communist Party (NCP). 

On February 23, the apex court reinstated the 

dissolved House of Representatives, in a setback 

to embattled Prime Minister Oli who was 

preparing for snap polls. 

Oli, who is currently heading a minority 

government after losing a trust vote in the House, 

has repeatedly defended his move to dissolve the 

House of Representatives, saying some leaders of 

his party were attempting to form a "parallel 

government". 

 

 

 

FDA adds warning of rare reaction risk to J&J 

COVID-19 vaccine 

13
th

 July 2021 

 

t announced the new warning, flagging 

reports of Guillain-Barre syndrome, an 

immune system disorder that can causes 

muscle weakness and occasionally paralysis. 

U.S. regulators on Monday added a new warning 

to Johnson & Johnson‘s COVID-19 vaccine about 

links to a rare and potentially dangerous 
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neurological reaction, but said it‘s not entirely 

clear the shot caused the problem. 

The Food and Drug Administration announced the 

new warning, flagging reports of Guillain-Barre 

syndrome, an immune system disorder that can 

causes muscle weakness and occasionally 

paralysis. Health officials described the side effect 

as a ―small possible risk‖ for those getting the 

shot. 

The action comes after the FDA and the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention reviewed 

reports of about 100 people developing the 

syndrome after receiving the one-dose vaccine. 

Almost all of them required hospitalisation and 

one person died, the FDA said. 

Guillain-Barre syndrome occurs when the body‘s 

immune system mistakenly attacks some of its 

nerve cells, causing muscle weakness and 

sometimes paralysis that typically is temporary. 

An estimated 3,000 to 6,000 people develop the 

syndrome each year, according to the CDC. 

The number of cases reported in connection with 

J&J‘s vaccine represents a tiny fraction of the 

nearly 13 million Americans who have received 

the one-dose shot. Most cases were reported in 

men — many 50 years old and up — and usually 

about two weeks after vaccination. 

J&J said in a statement it has been discussing the 

reports with the FDA and other health regulators 

around the world. 

The CDC said it would ask its panel of outside 

vaccine experts to review the issue at an 

upcoming meeting. 

The government said the vaccines most used in 

the U.S., made by Pfizer and Moderna, show no 

risk of the disorder after more than 320 million 

doses have been administered. 

The new warning will be included in pamphlets 

given to people getting the J&J shot. They should 

seek medical attention if they experience any 

symptoms, which include tingling sensations, 

trouble walking and double vision, the FDA said. 

Vaccines historically provide broad protection 

with little risk but come with occasional side 

effects just like other drugs and medical therapies. 

The three COVID-19 vaccines used in the U.S. 

were each tested in tens of thousands of people, 

but even such huge studies can‘t rule out 

extremely rare side effects. 

The CDC and the FDA have been monitoring side 

effect reports submitted by physicians, 

drugmakers and patients to a federal vaccine 

safety database. 

Guillain-Barre can be triggered by a number of 

infections, including flu, cytomegalovirus and 

Zika virus. But there have been rare cases in 

which people develop the disorder days or weeks 

after receiving certain vaccines. 

J&J's vaccine was highly anticipated because of 

its one-and-done formulation and easy-to-ship 

refrigeration. But early on, it was linked to 

another rare risk, of blood clots, and the company 

hasn‘t been able to produce as much as expected 

because of problems at a Baltimore factory that 

helps make the shots. 
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Justin Narayan is the winner of MasterChef 

Australia 13 

14
th

 July 2021 

 

 

ndian-origin Justin Narayan took home the 

MasterChef Australia 13 trophy. The other 

two finalists were Kishwar Chowdhury and 

Pete Campbell. 

Justin Narayan is the winner of MasterChef 

Australia Season 13. The 27-year-old youth 

pastor, who hails from Western Australia, has his 

roots in India. Justin is the second Indian-origin 

contestant to win MasterChef Australia. In 2018, 

prison guard Sashi Cheliah won the cooking 

reality show. 

JUSTIN NARAYAN WINS MASTERCHEF 

AUSTRALIA 

The official Instagram page of MasterChef 

Australia shared pictures of Justin Narayan with 

the trophy. "Congratulations to our masterchef. 

Justin Narayan, who hails from Western Australia, 

started to cook at the age of 13. Justin‘s Fijian and 

Indian heritage has influenced him and he says 

that his mother is among his biggest inspirations 

and the best cook he knows. Justin impressed the 

MasterChef Australia judges with a number of 

dishes, which included Indian Chicken Tacos, 

Charcoal Chicken with Toum, Flatbread and 

Pickle Salad and Indian Chicken Curry. 

Have a look at Justin's journey to MasterChef 

Australia Grand Finale: 

Justin would someday like to have a food truck or 

restaurant of his own, which will feature Indian 

flavours that he grew up eating. He would like to 

help feed and educate children living in the slums 

of India with a part of the profit earned from these 

eateries. 

Taliban a danger for India, whole world: 

Afghanistan MP Mariam Solaimankhil   

15
th

 July 2021 

 

fghanistan MP Mariam Solaimankhil 

spoke to Rajdeep Sardesai over the 

march of the Taliban. Mariam 

Solaimankhil said the Taliban is a danger not just 

for India but for the whole world. 

A member of the Taliban insurgent and other 

people stand at the site during the execution of 

three men in Ghazni Province, Afghanistan, April 

18, 2015.  
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They're claiming to take more districts than they 

actually have. We have to differentiate between a 

temporarily overthrown district and a completely 

fallen district. There's a huge propaganda war 

supported by GHQ [Pakistan Army], and they're 

winning it hands down. You will not hear reports 

of Afghan soldiers retaking back districts. The 

Afghan army is strong enough. 

The veil has been lifted. And they're not even 

hiding this fact anymore. They're openly raising 

funds and carrying out training in 40,000 border 

madrasas, and sending fighters to Afghanistan. 

There has never been a violent party such as the 

Taliban waging war for over 20 years without a 

neighbouring country's support. And it's very 

obvious which neighbouring country that is. 

Yes, they are. The Taliban has not given any 

statement on what they want to do about women's 

rights, minority rights. There is no plan for the 

Jewish, Sikh and Hazara populations. All we can 

learn from is what they did in the 1990s. That was 

not letting girls above 8 go to school and having 

public executions. 

They were recently giving lessons on cutting off 

someone's hand if he is accused of theft. There is 

no such thing as Good Taliban. The danger, not 

just for India but for the world, is that this will be 

a breeding ground for international terrorism. 

 

Indian talent moving to Canada due to 

outdated H-1B visa policy, U.S. lawmakers told 

16
th

 July 2021 

 

his is mainly because of the per-country 

quota on issuing employment-based 

green card or permanent residency, say 

experts. 

 

 

The much sought-after Indian talent is now getting 

attracted towards Canada in large numbers, away 

from the United States because of its outdated H-

1B visa policy, immigration and policy experts 

have told U.S. lawmakers. 

This is mainly because of the per-country quota 

on issuing employment-based green card or 

permanent residency, the experts said on Tuesday, 

urging the Congress to act fast to prevent the 

Indian talent from moving to Canada from the 

United States. 

Without Congressional action, the total backlog 

for all three employment-based categories for 

Indians would increase from an estimated 

9,15,497 individuals currently to an estimated 

21,95,795 individuals by fiscal 2030, executive 

director of National Foundation for American 

Policy Stuart Anderson said. 
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―We should let that number sink in: Within a 

decade, more than 2 million people will be 

waiting in line for years or even decades for 

employment-based green cards,‖ he submitted in 

his testimony before the House Judiciary 

Committee-Subcommittee on Immigration and 

Citizenship. 

Testifying before the panel on ―Oh, Canada! How 

Outdated U.S. Immigration Policies Push Top 

Talent to Other Countries,‖ Mr. Anderson said 

that highly skilled foreign nationals, including 

international students, are choosing Canada over 

America. 

―This has happened in response to how difficult it 

is to work in the United States in H-1B status or 

gain permanent residence, and the comparative 

ease of international students and foreign 

nationals working in temporary status and then 

acquiring permanent residence in Canada,‖ he 

said. 

 

France allows visitors with Indian-made 

AstraZeneca vaccine 

17
th

 July 2021 

 

t the same time, France is tightening 

border checks to control the spread of 

the delta variant and protect hospitals, 

according to a statement from the Prime Minister 

on Saturday. 

France will allow international travelers who have 

had AstraZeneca‘s Indian-manufactured vaccine 

into the country starting from Sunday. 

The move to accept visitors vaccinated with 

AstraZeneca‘s vaccine made by India‘s Serum 

Institute came after a global outcry over the fact 

that the European Union‘s COVID-19 certificate 

only recognizes AstraZeneca vaccines 

manufactured in Europe. 

Several other EU countries already accept the 

Indian version, which is notably used in the U.K. 

and around Africa. The varied rules from each 

country have further complicated this summer‘s 

travel season. 

France still doesn‘t recognize vaccinations by 

Chinese or Russian vaccines, only those 

authorized by the EU drug regulator: those made 

by Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna, Johnson&Johnson 

and AstraZeneca. 

Starting Sunday, France will also start requiring 

anyone who isn‘t vaccinated arriving from Britain, 

Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, Greece or 

Cyprus to present a negative test less than 24 

hours old to cross French borders. 

Tunisia, Indonesia, Cuba and Mozambique have 

now been added to France‘s ―red list‖ of countries 

with high virus risk, according to Saturday‘s 

statement. However, France will now accept 
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traveler‘s from any red list countries if they are 

fully vaccinated. 

France also shortened the time frame for when a 

person is considered fully vaccinated after the 

second dose, to one week instead of two. 

As infections climb anew, French President 

Emmanuel Macron this week ordered all health 

workers to get vaccinated by September 15 and 

announced that special COVID-19 passes will be 

required in all restaurants, bars, hospitals, 

shopping malls, trains, and planes. 

To get a pass, people must be fully vaccinated, 

have recently recovered from the virus, or have a 

fresh negative virus test. 

The measures have prompted record numbers of 

people to sign up for vaccinations – but have also 

prompted anger among some groups, and protests 

are planned in various French cities Saturday 

against them 
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