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LEGAL NEWS 

 

JULY 1, 2021 

DELHI BAR COUNCIL SUSPENDED A 

LAWYER FOR SUBMITTING A 

FICTITIOUS COVID REPORT IN 

ORDER TO ACQUIRE FINANCIAL 

AID. 

  

The Delhi Bar Council suspended a lawyer 

on Friday for submitting a forged COVID-

19 positive report in order to obtain financial 

assistance. In its suspension ruling, the 

Council stated that the advocate's actions 

amounted to not just misconduct, but also 

forgery and cheating. Following up on the 

matter, Ramesh Gupta, the chairman of the 

Delhi Bar Council, appointed a special 

committee to probe the situation. 

The Bar Council Delhi discovered that the 

lab from where advocate Sonu Yadav 

allegedly acquired a COVID-19 positive 

report verified that no such report was given 

in his name, according to a notice released 

on Friday. 

"It is clear that the Covid report you 

submitted is a fabrication, and seeking 

financial assistance based on a forgery is not 

only misbehaviour, but also forgery and 

deception," the warning added. 

After receiving a complaint, the council 

suspended the advocate's licence. According 

to reports, advocate Iqbal Malik has been 

performing unlawful religious conversions 

and 'Muslim marriages (Nikah)' in the 

Karkardooma Courts complex. 

The advocate's chambers were also said to 

be hosting a conversion trust, according to 

the complaint. In his case, the petitioner 

stated that his daughter was "forcefully 

converted to Islam and married in your 

chamber." Following the suspension of the 

advocate's licence, the council established a 

Special Disciplinary Committee and 

requested that the advocate file a rebuttal 

within seven days and appear before the 

committee. 

 

JULY 4, 2021 

DMA moves Supreme Court to implead 

itself in Baba Ramdev plea to club FIRs 

against him for anti-allopathy claims 

The I.A. alleges that Ramdev is just a 

businessman clad who has presented himself 

as a “yog guru” with no degree or license to 

practice Ayurveda and prescribe medicines. 
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The Delhi Medical Association (DMA) has 

filed an Impleadment Application (I.A.) in a 

writ petition filed by Baba Ramdev before 

the Supreme Court seeking the clubbing of 

the multiple FIRs which have been lodged 

against him for his comments on Allopathy 

cure for COVID-19. 

 

JULY 5, 2021 

‘DISTRESSING’ AND ‘SHOCKING’ 

THAT PEOPLE ARE STILL BOOKED 

UNDER SECTION 66A OF IT ACT :  SC 

 

The Supreme Court underlined its 

displeasure on Monday with the practice of 

police registering FIRs under Section 66A of 

the Information Technology Act, which was 

ruled down by the top court in the Shreya 

Singhal case in 2015. An application filed 

by the Peoples Union for Civil Liberties 

(PUCL) under the terms set out in section 

66A was heard by the bench headed by 

Justice RF Nariman seeking different 

directions and guidance against FIR. 

"What is going on is dreadful," Justice 

Nariman said after learning that thousands 

of FIRs have been lodged since Section 66A 

was repealed. 

Senior advocate Sanjay Parikh, who 

appeared on behalf of the petitioner, urged 

the court to "please look at how cases have 

increased... people are suffering," and to 

order the centre to collect all data on FIRs 

and active investigations under the repealed 

law, as well as cases still pending in courts. 

Mr. Parikh stated that there were 229 

pending cases prior to the repeal of Sec 66A. 

There have been 1,307 new cases filed since 

then, with 570 still outstanding. The state of 

Maharashtra had the most (381), followed 

by Jharkhand (291), Uttar Pradesh (245), 

and Rajasthan (192). 

Andhra Pradesh (38), Assam (59), Delhi 

(28), Karnataka (14), Telangana (15), Tamil 

Nadu (7), and Bengal are among the states 

that have filed Sec 66A cases since it was 

struck down (37). 

The petitioner also noted that the Supreme 

Court ordered that copies of the judgement 

repealing 66A be made accessible to every 

district court via the appropriate High Court 

in February 2019. 
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KK Venugopal, India's Attorney General, 

stated that even if the clause has been struck 

down by the division court, it remains in the 

plain statute. 

The fact that the SC has struck down is only 

noted in the footnote. "The police aren't 

going to look at the footnote in any case," 

Justice Nariman stated. 

The AG advised that next to each provision 

in bare acts, there should be a note in 

brackets stating that the provision has been 

struck down. 

Justice Nariman requested that the Union of 

India file a counter-affidavit, and the case 

was adjourned for two weeks. The judge 

stated, "We will do something." 

JULY 6, 2021 

MATHURA COURT REJECTS BAIL 

PLEA OF KERALA JOURNALIST 

SIDDIQUE KAPPAN IN THE UAPA 

CASE 

 

Siddique Kappan, a journalist from Kerala 

who has been accused under the Unlawful 

Activities Prevention Act, has had his bail 

application denied by a municipal court in 

Mathura, Uttar Pradesh (UAPA). 

Kappan's bail application was denied by 

Judge Anil Kumar Pandey on the grounds 

that there was a prima facie case that 

Kappan and his co-accused were attempting 

to disrupt the law and other circumstances 

while on their way to cover the Hathras gang 

rape 

In a case filed by the Uttar Pradesh Police, 

the Mathura Court recently withdrew the 

bailable charges made against Kappan and 

other co-accused, while Kappan was said to 

be in route to cover the Hathras last year. 

BACKGROUND 

The accused [Atiqur Rahman, Masood 

Ahmed and Alam, and Siddique Kappan] 

were apprehended by Maan police while 

travelling to Hathras on the above-

mentioned allegations. 

They were initially detained on suspicion of 

creating a breach of the peace and brought 

before a sub-divisional magistrate's court, 

where they were sentenced to judicial 

prison. Following that, they were arrested 

under the UAPA, allegedly for attempting to 

stir communal disturbances and disrupt 

social harmony in the aftermath of the 

Hathras gangrape-murder case. 

They have been held in judicial custody, and 

in April 2021, the Uttar Pradesh police's 

Special Task Force charged eight people 

linked to the Popular Front of India, 

including its students' wing leader K A Rauf 

Sherif and Kerala journalist Siddique 

Kappan, with sedition, criminal 

No scope for  adopting either a liberal or a 

narrow approach in constructing contractual 

clause, reterates supreme court 
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In a judgement Delia on Monday, the 

supreme court retreated the principles for 

interpretation of a contract, there is no scope 

for adopting either a liberal or a narrow 

approach, whatever that may mean.  

 

The exercise which has to be undertaken is 

to determine what the words used mean, " 

The bench justice L. Nageswara Rao and 

vineet. 

 

JULY 07, 2021  

Stan Swamy Dead: 'Ensure No One is 

being arrested to exercise basic rights' 

 

The UN HRA stated on Tuesday that it was 

"saddened and distracted" by the death of 

84-year-old Stan Swamy, an activist for the 

rights of persons imprisoned "without 

appropriate legal basis" during his pre-trial 

detention processes and asked countries like 

India to free 

It said that during the previous three years, 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Michelle Bachelet and UN independent 

experts have discussed the situations of 

Swamy, a Jesuit priest, and 15 other human 

rights defenders with the Indian government, 

urging their release. 

The press letter also notes the concerns 

expressed in the last three years by the High 

Commissioner Michelle Bachelet and 

independent United Nations experts 

regarding Father Stan and 15 other human 

rights defenders linked to the Bhima 

Koregaon tragedy calling for their release 

from trial. 

The High Commissioner has repeated his 

worry that human rights defenders are 

subject to the 1987 UAPA. In the Bhima 

Koregaon tragedy, UN experts voiced 

concern at charging human rights advocates 

earlier in 2018. "To silence human rights 

advocates who promote and preserve the 

rights of Indian Dalit, indigenous and tribal 

people, the Commission is worried about 

charges of terrorism brought in conjunction 

with the anniversary of Bhima-Koregaon." 

In October 2020, in connection with the 

Elgar Parishad case, Swamy was arrested 

and submitted to the Taloja Central Jail in 

Navi Mumbai by the National Investigative 

Agency, NIA, of Ranchi (Jharkhand). 

The case at Elgar Parishad refers to alleged 

incendiary statements made in Pune on 31 

December 2017 by several activists. The 

next day, in the vicinity of a war memorial 

on the outskirts of the city, the police said 

these lectures provoked violence and that 

people with reputed Maoists organised the 

gathering. Swamy suffered from Parkinson’s 

disease and several other ailments.  
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Supreme Court rejects plea seeking 

action against Mamata Banerjee, Bengal 

law minister for staging protest in CBI 

office 

Last month, the Calcutta High Court had 

granted interim bail to four Trinamool 

Congress leaders - Firhad Hakim, Subrata 

Mukherjee, Madan Mitra and former mayor 

of Kolkata Sovan Chatterjee - in the ongoing 

investigation in the Narada case. 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday refused 

to entertain plea seeking court’s interference 

against West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee and Law Minister Ghatak Moloy 

for staging protest at the CBI office in 

Kolkata.The division bench of Justices 

Vineet Saran and Dinesh Maheshwari heard 

the plea filed by Advocate Viplav Sharma. 

The top court while refusing to pass any 

order said that anybody and everybody can 

not be allowed to jump into the fray as the 

matter is being heard by the state High 

Court. 

An appeal was filed against the order dated 

June 4, 2021 passed by the Calcutta High 

Court wherein the court refused to entertain 

the public interest litigation filed by 

Advocate Viplav Sharma seeking reliefs 

regarding sanction of prosecution and arrest 

of four senior Trinamool Congress leaders 

by CBI in the Narada sting operation case , 

who are high-profile political leaders in the 

State of West Bengal. 

The bench of acting Chief Justice Rajesh 

Bindal and Justice Arijit Banerjee noted that  

the matter was sub judice and was being 

heard by larger bench consisting five judges 

where all the accused(s) whose cause was 

sought to be projected by the Petitioner were 

represented by senior counsels and their 

arguments in the petition were being heard 

on a day to day basis. 

 “The present petition cannot be said to be 

filed in public interest rather seems to be 

more filed for publicity. Hence, the same is 

dismissed.”, said the High Court. 

It is pertinent to note that the Calcutta High 

Court had last month granted interim bail to 

four Trinamool Congress (TMC) leaders – 

Firhad Hakim, Subrata Mukherjee, Madan 

Mitra, and former mayor of Kolkata Sovan 

Chatterjee – in the ongoing investigation in 

the Narada case. 

 

 Law is applicable to Everyone; Kerala 

high court directs Government pleaders 

to remove designation from number 

plates of their vehicle 
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The  Kerala high court on Wednesday 

directed all government pleaders to remove 

their designations from the number plates of 

their vehicles within one week.  

Justice Anil k Narendran while issuing this 

direction stated, law is applicable to all, and 

expected strict compliance thereof.  

The court had earlier issused directions to 

effect that law officers and central 

government should not display the name of 

the court in the name - boards of their 

vehicles or exhibits their designations in the 

number - plates of their vehicles. The court 

observed that such display of name of court 

and designations by government lawyers 

was against the rules framed under the 

motor vehicles Act. 

July 08, 2021  

Madhya Pardesh High court declares 

nurses strike illegal, orders them to 

resume work 

 

 

The Jabalpur bench of Madya Pardesh high 

court on Wednesday declared the strike of 

the nursing association as illegal. The high 

court has ordered all the nurses to return to 

work. At the same time, the court has also 

directed to form a committee regarding this 

matter.  

The dispute pertains to the nurses working 

in different government  

Hospital / dispensaries / CHCS/ PHCS of 

the state, who have proceeded on strike on 

14.06.2021 . The petition has been filed by 

the petitioner nagrik Upbhotak Margdarshak 

manch with a prayer that the strike by nurese 

in the state called by joint forum nursing 

association, be declared.  

D. k upadhyay, counsel for the petitioner 

submitted that approximately 50,000 nurese 

of the state are on strike which is causing 

huge inconvenience to the people of the 

state. 

THE DELHI HIGH COURT 

DENIES TWITTER'S REQUEST FOR 

INTERIM PROTECTION, SAYS THE 

GOVERNMENT IS "FREE TO TAKE 

ANY ACTION IT DEEMS 

APPROPRIATE." 
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In a significant milestone, the Delhi High 

Court, while hearing a case about Twitter's 

compliance with the New IT Rules, refused 

the social media behemoth temporary 

protection. The single-judge panel, led by 

Justice Rekha Palli, allowed the Central 

government broad discretion to take any 

action it saw fit against Twitter for non-

compliance with the IT Rules, noting that it 

had already missed the deadline. However, it 

did enable the social media behemoth to file 

an affidavit in the case. 

Justice Rekha Palli was hearing a petition 

from Amit Acharya, who requested that 

Twitter users be sanctioned for their 

postings on a video from Ghaziabad 

depicting a Muslim man being abused. The 

lawsuit asked the court to order Twitter to 

establish a Resident Grievance Officer, as 

required under Rule 4 of the Information 

Technology Rules of 2021. 

Within eight weeks, Twitter will appoint 

normal people to the posts of Resident 

Grievance Officer, Chief Compliance 

Officer, and Nodal Contact Person, 

according to a court filing today. In the 

meantime, it announced the interim 

appointments. 

The fact that the officers were termed as 

"interim" although the rules do not allow for 

such a status irked Justice Palli. She also 

pointed out that Twitter's note was not 

supported by an affidavit when it was 

submitted today. 

In response, Senior Advocate Sajan 

Poovayya, who is representing Twitter, 

emphasised the challenges of employing 

permanent employees when the company 

does not have a permanent headquarters in 

India. ", he stated "Twitter's ad hoc 

appointments could result in tax 

complications... There will be a permanent 

liaison officer in eight weeks. " 

Further, the Additional Solicitor General 

Chetan Sharma, who was representing the 

Central government in the hearings before 

the Court, informed the court that Twitter 

had not submitted any affidavit in the 

matter. "We want the accountability of 

certitude," he stated, and Twitter's Senior 

Advocate Sajan Poovayya told him that an 

affidavit would be filed to that effect. Justice 

Palli simply intervened to point out that it 

had already been found in contempt. Having 

stated so, the Court noted that, while no 

affidavit has been produced, Twitter has 

issued a brief note. 

Despite allowing Twitter to file an affidavit, 

Justice Palli stated that "no type of 

protection is provided to Twitter, and the 

Centre is free to take any action against it if 

it finds Twitter in violation of the 

guidelines." The remark was made with the 

knowledge that Twitter had already missed 

the Centre's deadline for compliance with 

the new IT Rules. 

Cabinet Reshuffle: PM Modi puts 

responsibility on young shoulders, drops 

seasoned lawmakers 
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Cabinet rejig by Prime Minister Modi: 15 

Cabinet Ministers, 28 Ministers of State 

sworn-in 

 

New Delhi, Jul 7 (UNI) Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi made some major changes in 

his Council of Ministers on Wednesday, 

taking in more than 30 fresh faces, while 

dropping 12 names, including bigwigs like 

Prakash Javadekar, Harsh Vardhan and Ravi 

Shankar Prasad. 

President Ram Nath Kovind led 43 

Ministers take the oath of secrecy, including 

15 of Cabinet rank and 28 as Ministers of 

State at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

However, the crucial four portfolios of 

Home, Defence, Finance and External 

Affairs were left untouched, with Amit 

Shah, Rajnath Singh, Nirmala Sitharaman 

and S Jaishankar continuing their work 

unabated. 

Jyotiraditya Scindia, who switched sides 

from Congress to BJP in March last year and 

made way for the saffron party to retain 

power in Madhya Pradesh, got reward in the 

form of Civil Aviation with Cabinet rank, a 

portfolio which his late father Madhav Rao 

Scindia once held in Congress government. 

Mansukh Mandaviya took over from Dr 

Harsh Vardhan as the new Union Health 

Minister, while Ravi Shankar Prasad was 

replaced by Ashwini Vaishnav as the 

Minister of Information and Technology and 

Prakash Javadekar as Information and 

Broadcasting Minister. 

 

Mr Modi gave the recently-announced 

Ministry of Cooperation as an additional 

charge to Home Minister Amit Shah, while 

keeping the Ministry of Science and 

Technology with himself. The 

announcement of the new Ministry was 

made on Tuesday, with the aim of ‘Sahkar 

se Samriddhi’ (prosperity through 

cooperatives). 

Piyush Goyal was made the Textile 

Minister, while his previous Ministry of 

Railways went to Ashwini Vaishnav. Mr 

Goyal was also entrusted with the charge of 

Industries and Commerce Ministry, and the 

Ministry of IT and Communication. 

The first-ever Cabinet reshuffle by Mr Modi 

after taking over as Prime Minister for the 

second term in May 2019, witnessed 

dropping of heavyweights like Ramesh 

Pokhriyal, Santosh Gangwar and Dr Harsh 

Vardhan. 

SarbanandSonowal was duly rewarded for 

sacrificing the post of Assam Chief 

Minister, getting the Ministry for AYUSH, 

as well as the Ministry for Ports, Shipping 

and Waterways, while the estranged uncle of 

Lok Jan Shakti leader Chirag Paswan, 



 

10 | P a g e  
 

Pashupati Kumar Paras, became the new 

Minister of Food Processing Industries. 

Mr Modi elevated RK Singh (Ministry of 

Power), Kiren Rijiju (Ministry of Law and 

Ministry of Culture), Mansukh Mandaviya 

(Ministry of Health, Ministry of Chemical 

and Fertilisers), ParshottamRupala (Ministry 

of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 

Fisheries) and G Kishan Reddy (Ministry of 

Tourism, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of 

Development of North Eastern Region) to 

the Cabinet rank. 

The Prime Minister gave due weightage to 

poll-bound states with one-fifth of new 

Ministers coming from Uttar Pradesh, three 

from Gujarat and one from Manipur. 

Moreover, Hardeep Singh Puri (Ministry of 

Petroleum, Ministry of Urban Development) 

and Anurag Thakur (Ministry of Sports and 

Youth Affairs), representing Punjab and 

Himachal, were promoted to the Cabinet. 

He further took care of BJP’s allies by 

giving one berth each to JD(U), LJP and 

Apna Dal. Anupriya Patel was given the 

charge of Commerce and Industries, while 

RCP Singh became the Steel Minister. From 

Uttarakhand, Ajay Bhatt replaced Ramesh 

Pokhriyal in the Cabinet. 

The Modi government also brought former 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Narayan Rane, 

who was earlier associated with Shiv Sena 

and Congress, as the Minister for Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises, taking over 

from Nitin Gadkari. 

The Cabinet reshuffle, which was long due, 

took place after Mr Modi held a high-level 

meeting at his official residence with Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah and BJP national 

president JP Nadda. 

Union Minister for Social Justice and 

Empowerment Thawarchand Gehlot was on 

Tuesday made the Governor of Karnataka 

on Tuesday, paving way for Dalit leader 

Virendra Kumar Khatik, who was elevated 

to the Cabinet rank. 

Among others, Giriraj Singh became the 

Rural Development Minister, while 

Bhupendra Yadav was given the charge of 

the Ministry of Environment and the Labour 

Ministry. Dharmendra Pradhan became the 

new Education Minister and the Minister for 

Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, 

while Pralhad Joshi got the Parliamentary 

Affairs Ministry, Ministry of Coal, Ministry 

of Mines. Smriti Irani retained her Ministry 

of Women and Child Development 

Of the 81 slots in the Council of Ministers, 

79 have now been filled by the National 

Democratic Alliance government at the 

Centre. The previous reshuffle was 

conducted in 2017, when Nirmala 

Sitharaman was made the Defence Minister. 

JULY 09, 2021 

"Will not enforce privacy policy till data 

protection bill comes out:'.whatsapp tells 

Delhi High court  

WhatsApp has informed the Delhi High 

Court on Friday that it's privacy policy will 

not be enforced till the time the data 

protection bill comes out and that it will be 

need to feet in the law in a such a situation.  

Senior Advocate Harish salve appearing for 

whatsApp submitted thus :  
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" We said we will not enforce it until the 

data protection bill ' will come out. In our 

case the government is the Administrator of 

the rules and we said okay we will wait till 

the data protection bill. ' the government 

will decided this. Then comes the 

competition dimension of the practice  we 

said we will not do it." 

Karnataka Court dismisses corruption 

charges against Karnataka Chief Minister 

BS Yediyurappa 

Corruption charges were levelled against 

Yediyurappa, his family member.

 

A Special Court in Bengaluru on Thursday 

dismissed corruption charges levelled 

against Karnataka Chief Minister BS 

Yediyurappa and eight others. 

The Court said in its order that the complaint 

is not maintainable in the absence of valid 

sanction, and accordingly dismissed. 

President of Anti-Graft and Environmental 

Forum TJ Abraham had filed a complaint 

before the Special Court to take cognisance 

of offences under the PC Act against nine 

persons, including Mr Yediyurappa and 

some of his family members, and order 

investigation in relation to the allegation of 

getting bribe in relation to a contract given 

to a private company for a housing project 

of Bangalore Development Authority. 

 

JULY 10, 2021 

  

Section 124A Being applied in a political 

fashion ': journalists sashi kumar moves 

supreme Court against sedition offences 

 Senior journalists sashi kumar, founder of 

Asianet and the current chairman of Asian 

school of journalism, has approached the 

supreme Court challenging the constitutional 

validity of the offences of sedition under 

section 124A of the Indian penal code.  

He has filed an intervention application in 

the writ pettition kishorechandra 

wangkhemcha and another versus union of 

India filed by two manipur based journalists 

questioning the constitutionality of the 

offences of sedition. A bench led by justice 

UU lalit had issused notice on the writ 

petition on April 30. 

 

Sashi kumar application filed through 

advocates kaleeswarm Raj Nishe Rajen 

shonkar and tulsi k Raj begins by referring 
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to the constitutional assembly debates where 

members like Jawaharlal Nehru, km munshi 

etc spoke at lengths about the "obnoxious " 

Nature of this offence which was used by 

the colonial rulers to suppress the freedom 

movement.  

 

DELHI BAR COUNCIL SUSPENDED A 

LAWYER FOR SUBMITTING A 

FICTITIOUS COVID REPORT IN 

ORDER TO ACQUIRE FINANCIAL 

AID. 

 

The Delhi Bar Council suspended a lawyer 

on Friday for submitting a forged COVID-

19 positive report in order to obtain financial 

assistance. In its suspension ruling, the 

Council stated that the advocate's actions 

amounted to not just misconduct, but also 

forgery and cheating. Following up on the 

matter, Ramesh Gupta, the chairman of the 

Delhi Bar Council, appointed a special 

committee to probe the situation. 

The Bar Council Delhi discovered that the 

lab from where advocate Sonu Yadav 

allegedly acquired a COVID-19 positive 

report verified that no such report was given 

in his name, according to a notice released 

on Friday. 

"It is clear that the Covid report you 

submitted is a fabrication, and seeking 

financial assistance based on a forgery is not 

only misbehaviour, but also forgery and 

deception," the warning added. 

After receiving a complaint, the council 

suspended the advocate's licence. According 

to reports, advocate Iqbal Malik has been 

performing unlawful religious conversions 

and 'Muslim marriages (Nikah)' in the 

Karkardooma Courts complex. 

The advocate's chambers were also said to 

be hosting a conversion trust, according to 

the complaint. In his case, the petitioner 

stated that his daughter was "forcefully 

converted to Islam and married in your 

chamber." Following the suspension of the 

advocate's licence, the council established a 

Special Disciplinary Committee and 

requested that the advocate file a rebuttal 

within seven days and appear before the 

committee. 

 

Delhi metropolitan magistrate allows 

recording of evidence through video 

conferencing 
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DevanshuSajlan, the Metropolitan 

Magistrate of a Delhi court, recently allowed 

the recording of evidence through video 

conferencing mode on a mutual application 

moved on behalf of the parties while stating 

that the exercise will be done in accordance 

with video conferencing rules framed by the 

Delhi High Court. 

The application has been filed by 

complainant, Kanwal Nain Singh Mokhaon 

through Advocate Praveen Suri, seeking an 

urgent hearing in the matter. 

Counsel for the accused vehemently 

opposed the application on the ground that 

unfounded allegations have been made in 

the application regarding the conduct of the 

learned counsel for the accused without any 

ring of truth to the same. 

The matter is currently at the stage of cross-

examination. While the Counsel for the 

accused has opposed the application on the 

ground that the application contains baseless 

allegations, he has submitted that he is ready 

to conduct cross-examination of the 

complainant through video conferencing. 

Counsel for the complainant has submitted 

that he does not wish to press the present 

application. Accordingly, the present 

application is disposed of as withdrawn. 

“However, since the matter is a ‘5-year-old’ 

matter, both the Counsels have mutually 

submitted that they wish to proceed with the 

matter and conduct evidence through VC. It 

has been submitted that both the parties are 

willing to record their evidence through 

VC,” the Court said. 

The Court ordered, “The matter is a ‘5 -year 

-old’ matter. Both the parties have shown 

mutual willingness in recording evidence 

through VC. Accordingly, the mutual oral 

application moved on behalf of the parties is 

allowed. 

The matter is directed to be listed for 

recording of evidence through VC in terms 

of the following directions (to comply with 

the VC Rules framed by the High Court of 

Delhi):‐ 

(i) An audio-visual recording of the 

examination of the complainant shall be 

preserved. An encrypted master copy with 

hash value shall be retained as a part of the 

record. 

(ii) The evidence shall be transcribed 

through the mode of ‘screen sharing option’ 

on Cisco Webex, so that both the parties and 

their counsels can follow/ read the 

transcription in real time. 

(iii) Upon the conclusion of the transcription 

of the cross-examination of the complainant, 

the complainant shall be provided with a 

soft copy of the transcript (bearing the 

digital signature of the undersigned court) 

through the official email id of the court, 

and the complainant shall be required to 

affix his signature on the transcript after 

taking a print-out of the same. 

(iv) After affixing his signature on the 

printed copy of the transcript, the 

complainant shall be required to send a 

scanned copy of the same on the official 

email-id of the court. The signed transcript 

will form part of the record of the judicial 

proceedings. 



 

14 | P a g e  
 

(v) Due to the present situation of COVID-

19 pandemic, both the parties are in 

agreement that it is not advisable to depute a 

‘coordinator’ at the place from where the 

complainant shall appear for recording of his 

evidence. 

(vi) However, in order to prevent 

unnecessary tutoring or prompting, Counsel 

for the complainant has submitted that he 

shall ensure that the complainant appears for 

recording of his evidence through VC from 

his home; and not from the office premises/ 

chamber of the counsel for the complainant. 

(vii) The complainant shall not use a mobile 

phone/ any communication device while his 

evidence is being recorded. 

(viii) Further, the complainant shall ensure 

that he has a proper internet connection so 

that there are no disruptions while recording 

his evidence. 

(ix) While all endeavours shall be made to 

record evidence through VC, the court is 

cognizant of the fact that internet 

connectivity issues can be taken as an 

excuse for not answering questions put by 

the learned counsel to the witness and to 

indulge in witness prompting. Accordingly, 

in a scenario where the VC is disrupted 

during the recording of evidence, recording 

of evidence through VC may be 

discontinued and the matter would be 

adjourned if it appears that the witness/ 

complainant is deliberately disconnecting 

his internet connection. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

 

Domestic help held for stealing from 

employer.  

 

On July 2, the Bangur Nagar police arrested 

a 32-year-old domestic help for allegedly 

stealing gold biscuits, foreign currency, and 

diamond rings, worth about Rs 21.5 lakh 

from her NRI employer`s house. It was her 

daughter`s innocent revelation about 

enjoying their vacation in their village when 

she bought her and other relatives gold 

chains, that helped tack the accused. 

The accused has been identified as Rajeeta 

Narsayya Mengu. The police have been able 

to recover the gold biscuits and some other 

valuables worth about Rs 19 lakh from her 

village in Telangana. 

According to police authorities, complainant 

Ramni Ayyer, 60, stays with his wife and 

83-old-mother at Bangur Nagar. 

Kumar Subramaniyam Ayer who is an NRI 

is his younger brother has a house in the 

same locality. Kumar`s foreign currency and 

valuables were also kept in Ayyer`s house. 

As Kumar is currently in Mumbai, he has 

hired two domestic help. 

The police then questioned Rajeeta and she 

confessed the theft. She was then arrested.  

Senior Police Inspector Shobha Pise from 

the Bangur Nagar police station said that 

they have arrested Mengu on charges of 

theft. 

 

IPS Officer, Chhattisgarh suspended 

after ACB raids his properties.  

 

Singh was suspended from his post by the 

state home department on Monday night, 

week after 15 properties related to GP 

Singh, who is the Additional Director 

General of Chhattisgarh police, was raided 

by the state anti-corruption bureau,  

Singh was suspended for acts 'unbecoming 

of a member of the Indian Administrative 

Service', in an order put out by the 

Chhattisgarh state home department. Singh, 

who is an IPS officer of the the1994 batch, 

had been administering as the head of the 

police training academy at Chandkhuri. 

A team of ACB officers had raided Singh's 

house and other properties for three straight 

days last week. 
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According to senior officers, police found 

records of Benami transactions and 

blackmail along with disproportionate assets 

in GP Singh's custody. Police also found 

diaries and pen drives carrying information 

and codes which are being examined. The 

officials said that an FIR for 

disproportionate assets has been registered 

and a separate inquiry by the income tax 

department is also being carried out.  

 

AIRCTC to start special train for 

Chardham Yatra. 

 

The Indian Railways, because of the 

declining coronavirus cases across the 

country, has decided to operate a special 

train in September covering many top tourist 

destinations, including Char Dham--

Badrinath, Jagannath Puri, Rameshwaram, 

and Dwarkadhish. 

After the great popularity and success of the 

"Shri Ramayana Yatra" train operated on the 

Ramayana tour, IRCTC has now launched 

another very popular pilgrimage tour 

"Chardham Yatra" by "Dekho Apna Desh" 

Deluxe AC Tourist Train. 

This 16 days tour according to a press 

release, will start from Delhi Safdarjung 

Railway Station on September 18, 2021, and 

cover the visit of Badrinath including Mana 

Village, Narsingha Temple, Rishikesh, 

Jagannath Puri including Golden beach of 

Puri, Konark Sun Temple, Chandrabhaga 

beach, Rameshwaram including 

Dhanushkodi, Dwarkadhish including 

Nageshwar Jyotirlinga, Shivrajpur beach, 

and Bet Dwarka. 

This tour will be covering roughly 

8500kilometers on this tour. 

The State of Art Deluxe AC Tourist Train 

has a host of remarkable features including 

two fine dining restaurants, a modern 

kitchen, shower cubicles in coaches, sensor-

based washroom functions, and a foot 

massager. 

The fully air-conditioned train provides two 

types of accommodation--1st AC and 2nd 

AC. The train has modified security features 

of CCTV cameras and Security Guards for 

each coach. 

To guarantee the safety measures post 

COVID 19 in this deluxe tourist train, the 

requirement has been made and booking is 

restricted to around 120 tourists against the 

total capacity of 156 tourists. 

At the, least the first dose of COVID-19 

Vaccination is mandatory for Guests of age 

group 18 or above.  
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Criminal killed in encounter in UP.  

On Wednesday, in Uttar Pradesh and 

Haryana a criminal was killed in an 

encounter in Gautam Buddh Nagar carrying 

a reward of Rs 2 lakh in a joint operation by 

the Special Task Force and local police, the 

STF said in a statement here. 

Ajay alias Kalia was involved in robbing car 

passengers in Bulandshahr in 2016 and 

raping women. The matter is being 

investigated by the CBI. 

The STF said that acting on a tip-off, the 

police in Gautam Buddh Nagar tried to stop 

two suspects riding a motorcycle on the 

Yamuna Expressway peripheral, but they 

started firing at the security crew. 

The STF and local police fired in self-

defense in which one criminal was injured, 

while the other criminal escaped. 

The injured criminal was taken to the district 

hospital in Nithari, where doctors confirmed 

him dead. 

The statement said that Ajay was a resident 

of the Rewari district of Haryana.  

ADG Agra zone had declared a cash reward 

of Rs 1 lakh on the criminal, while DIG 

Aligarh and DGP of Haryana Police had 

declared a cash reward of Rs 50,000 each. 

A case has been registered in this matter at 

Sector 20 police station in Gautam Buddh 

Nagar.  

 

 

 

3-months-old killed by transgender over 

dispute with family for blessing money.  

Due to a dispute over blessing money with 

the child's parents, a three-month-old was 

kidnapped and murdered by a transgender 

and her friend. 

According to the local Cuffe Parade police, 

the incident happened on Friday in the slums 

of Ambedkar Nagar in South Mumbai. 

In a fit of anger, the accused had kidnaped 

the infant when her parents and grandparents 

were asleep. She had later thrown the baby 

into a pit filled with water near a stream in 

Cuffe Parade.  

The police said, learning that the family had 

a newborn, the transgender, Kanhaiya 

Chaugule alias Kannu, had approached 
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Sachin Chittole's house in Ambedkar Nagar. 

According to Chittole's statement, 30-year-

old Kannu had visited the family at around 8 

pm on Thursday and demanded Rs 1100 as a 

donation or blessing money along with a 

saree and a coconut, according to the Hindu 

tradition. 

Chittole had no work due to lockdown and 

told Kannu that the family will not be able 

to pay her. But they were ready to give her a 

saree and a coconut for goodwill. 

Kannu was not ready to accept that and 

affirmed that the money should also be paid 

to her. The exchange of words soon whirled 

into an argument and Chittole ultimately 

drove her away from his house. 

Kannu informed her friend Sonu Kale about 

the incident. They both then decided to take 

revenge on the family for abusing and 

insulting Kannu. 

At around 2 am, they reached Chittole's 

house and found the door of his home open. 

They kidnapped the baby and threw her in a 

pit filled with water in the brook in Cuffe 

Parade and left. 

On Saturday morning, when the family 

woke up and found that the baby was 

missing, they reached the Cuffe Parade 

police and filed a kidnapping complaint.  

Sachin also informed the police about his 

argument with Kannu. The police then 

traced Kannu and Sonu Kale and questioned 

them. 

DCP S Chaitanya said that they picked up 

the transgender and an associate who was 

involved in the crime. During interrogation, 

the two accused revealed that they picked 

the baby from the house of the complainant 

and threw the baby in the brook. The two 

have been arrested and booked for 

kidnapping, murder, and destruction of 

evidence. 

The body of the infant was procured and 

sent for post mortem to JJ hospital. 
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POLITICAL NEWS 

 

 

Pranab’s son wants to live up to his 

father’s legacy in new role in TMC 

SYNOPSIS: 

Mukherjee, an engineer-turned politician, 

said he also wants to help work towards re-

industrialising eastern India, which he feels 

can be the trade corridor for the country’s 

Look East or Act East policy of connecting 

with East and South East Asia. 

 

NEWS: 

Former President Pranab Mukherjee’s son 

Abhijit Mukherjee who joined the 

Trinamool Congress of Mamata Banerjee 

wants to live up to his father’s legacy of 

secular politics and of binding India through 

consensual politics. Mukherjee, an engineer-

turned politician, said he also wants to help 

work towards re-industrialising eastern 

India, which he feels can be the trade 

corridor for the country’s Look East or Act 

East policy of connecting with East and 

South East Asia. “I have grown up believing 

in secular and inclusive politics which my 

father, our then prime minister Indira 

Gandhi and others of that generation of 

Congress leaders believed in. I cannot come 

anywhere near them in stature, but I think it 

is time those of us who are in public life 

took a stand and united to support the 

concept of a secular India,” he told in an 

interview. Mukherjee, a two-time Lok Sabha 

MP from his father’s pocket borough of 

Jangipur, said he joined the Mamata 

Banerjee-led party because she has taken a 

strong stand on this issue. “The TMC has 

also worked to have a consensus in national 

politics which is what my father was known 

for during his political career and later as 

President,” he pointed out.The stress on 

secular politics and consensus building 

seemed like an indirect attack on the BJP, 

which is often accused by rival political 

parties of being communal and of ignoring 

state sensitivities. However, the younger 

Mukherjee refused to be drawn into a 

conversation on the subject. “I also 

ideologically believe in the concept of 

inclusive growth which takes care of the last 

man standing when we plan economic 

development and not just the rich industrial 

barons,” the alumnus of the Jadavpur 

University said, adding that “these legacy 

beliefs” are “shared by Mamata-di, who is 

herself from the same school of thought”. 

Though Pranab Mukherjee, the 

quincentennial Congress politician, had been 

Banerjee’s mentor in her early political 

career, the two had their differences 

especially when she had sought write offs of 

a huge debt overhang that Bengal had taken 

during the Left Front’s rule. Nevertheless, 

political pundits believe they shared a 



 

20 | P a g e  
 

special relationship, which made it easy for 

the son to walk into the TMC camp. “My 

father helped former Prime Minister P V 

Narasimha Rao, whose birth anniversary we 

recently celebrated, in crafting the Look 

East policy which this (central) government 

has now renamed Act East,” said 

Mukherjee, adding that the policy was 

thought out to connect India strategically to 

the growing markets of ASEAN and East 

Asia. “If we want that policy to succeed, we 

need to re- industrialise Bengal and eastern 

India and treat it as the fulcrum for a trade 

corridor to these markets,” he said. Bengal’s 

and eastern India’s industry has been 

faltering since the 1970s when a large 

number of factories shut shop because of 

economic factors and a Left-inspired wave 

of strikes. “I worked with other top 

managers in merging IISCO with SAIL and 

in reviving it by pumping in Rs 16,000 

crore, possibly the largest investment in 

eastern India ever. “There is need to work 

further in that direction and leverage the 

presence of iron ore, coal and ports to revive 

engineering industry here. I believe that 

TMC can do that and perhaps in some ways 

I can be of help,” said Mukherjee, who 

served in the public sector SAIL for two-

and-a-half decades. IISCO which had been 

started by Sir R N Mookerjee more than 100 

years back in Bengal, had rivalled Tata Steel 

in its days. After nationalization in the 

1970s, it had turned into a white elephant 

after its plant became outdated. However, an 

effort to revive it by building Asia’s largest 

blast furnace and ancillary plants seems to 

have paid off and is expected to create a 

fillip by way of downstream industries in the 

Durgapur-Asansol industrial belt and 

upstream industries in Jharkhand.Speaking 

of plans apart from politics, Mukherjee said 

he wanted to float a think tank in his fathers 

name which would work in rural areas and 

in fostering better relations with 

neighbouring countries.“My father along 

with other leaders worked towards the good 

relations we now have with Bangladesh, 

whose 50 years are being celebrated this 

year. He took pains in building the Zaranj 

highway in Afghanistan, in re-starting 

relations with Myanmar.“These are areas 

this think tank could work on along with 

issues like rural education which was close 

to his heart,” the newly minted TMC 

politician said. 

 

 

PM Modi’s new Council of Ministers: 

42% have criminal cases, 90% are 

millionaires 

 

 

On Wednesday, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi hit the reset button to bring in 36 new 

faces in his Council of Ministers, taking the 

tally to 78, just a notch short of the statutory 

limit of 81. Of these 78, however, as many 
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as 33 ministers (42%) have criminal cases 

against them. Of these, 24 have serious ones 

related to murder, attempt to murder and 

robbery, a report published by poll rights 

group Association for Democratic Reforms 

(ADR) stated. 

 

ADR cited election affidavits to highlight 

the cases against the ministers. 

Also, in its analysis, ADR found that around 

90% members of the new Union cabinet (70 

ministers) are millionaires, meaning that 

they have declared total assets amounting to 

over Rs 1 crore. Four ministers — 

Jyotiraditya Scindia (over Rs 379 

crore), Piyush Goyal (over Rs 95 crore), 

Narayan Rane (over Rs 87 crore), and 

Rajeev Chandrasekhar (over Rs 64 crore) — 

have been categorised as “high asset 

ministers”, which means they have declared 

assets worth more than Rs 50 crore. 

 

The proportion of Union ministers who have 

declared criminal cases against them has 

risen by 3 percentage points after the 

expansion. Analysis by ADR in 2019, when 

the first cabinet was sworn in, showed that 

39% of the 56 ministers then had declared 

criminal cases against themselves. In that 

cabinet too, an overwhelming majority 

(91%) were crorepatis. 

The average worth of assets per minister has 

been found to be around Rs 16.24 crore, the 

report noted. The cabinet ministers who 

have the least amount of assets are: Pratima 

Bhoumik from Tripura (around Rs 6 lakh), 

John Barla from West Bengal (around Rs 14 

lakh), Kailash Choudhary from Rajasthan 

(around Rs 24 lakh), Bishweswar Tudu from 

Odisha (around Rs 27 lakh), and V 

Muraleedharan from Maharashtra (around 

Rs 27 lakh). 

 

Analysing the educational qualification of 

the new ministers, the report stated a 

majority of them (21) are post-graduates. 

Nine ministers have a doctorate, while 17 

each are graduates and professional 

graduates. Two ministers have only passed 

their Class VIII exams, three Class X and 

seven others Class XII. 

 

Himachal Pradesh Congress top gun & 

ex-CM Virbhadra Singh passes away 

 

The ‘grand old man ‘of Himachal 

Pradesh politics, Virbhadra Singh (87), died 

at Indira Gandhi Medical College and 

Hospital, Shimla, early Thursday morning 

due to post-Covid complications. Popularly 

known as “Raja Sahib”, Virbhadra, who 

remained the chief minister of Himachal 

Pradesh six times over 21 years, had been in 
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hospital since April 30 after recovering 

from Covid-19. He was on ventilator 

support for the last two days after his health 

condition deteriorated. 

Virbhadra Singh had first tested positive for 

Covid-19 on April 12 this year and then 

recovered. He was first admitted to Indira 

Gandhi Medical College and Hospital 

Shimla (IGMC) and then to a private 

hospital in Mohali where he had beaten the 

infection.  

After returning to Shimla he was again taken 

to IGMC on April 30 and had remained 

under the observation of doctors since then. 

He had again tested positive for Covid-19 on 

June 11, but recovered again. However, he 

had to be put on ventilator support after 

developing some respiratory problems two 

days back. 

 

 

According to Dr Janak Raj Pakhretia, IGMC 

senior medical superintendent, former chief 

minister died at around 4 am. He said the 

former chief minister was declared dead 

after suffering a cardio-pulmonary arrest, He 

said that Virbhadra Singh had tested positive 

for Corona twice and recovered, but was 

later diagnosed with severe pneumonia. 

“With heavy heart the institution is 

informing that he breathed his last around 4 

am. After his health deteriorated he was 

shifted on a ventilator but could not recover. 

We feel sorry that despite our best efforts we 

could not save his life,” he added. 

Son of Late Raja Sir Padam Singh of 

Bushahr state; Virbhadra Singh was born on 

June 23, 1934, at Sarahan in Shimla district. 

His demise has created a void in the state, 

especially in the Congress. While the 

Himachal Pradesh government has declared 

3-day state mourning following the former 

chief minister’s death, shops in Shimla 

remained closed as a mark of respect to the 

veteran leader. 

People as well as politicians thronged Holly 

Lodge, the residence of the former chief 

minister, to pay their respects. Governor 

Bandaru Dattatraya and Chief Minister Jai 

Ram Thakur also visited Holly Lodge. 
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The mortal remains of Virbhadra Singh will 

be kept at Holly Lodge on Thursday and at 

the Ridge from 9 am to 11.30 am on Friday 

and then at Rajeev Bhawan, the state 

Congress office, from 11.40 am to 1 pm to 

enable party leaders to pay tributes to their 

beloved leader. 

At around 1 pm, the mortal remains would 

be taken to Rampur by road and will reach 

Padam Palace Rampur around 6pm. On 

Saturday, Virbhadra’s body will be kept at 

Padam Palace from 8 am to 2 pm so that the 

people can have the last glimpse of their 

leader. His last rites will be performed along 

the banks of Satluj in Rampur at 3pm with 

full state honours. 

 

Supreme Court asks Baba Ramdev to 

place original record of his statement on 

allopathy 

Ramdev (left) has clarified that he has 

nothing against doctors or anyone, Rohatgi 

said, adding that several complaints have 

been registered against at different places. 

SYNOPSIS: 

The top court was hearing Ramdev’s plea 

seeking stay on the proceedings in 

connection with multiple FIRs lodged 

against him by Indian Medical Association 

(IMA) in Bihar and Chhattisgarh over his 

remarks against use of allopathic medicine 

during CO... 

NEWS: 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday asked 

Baba Ramdev to place before it the original 

record of his statement on the use of 

allopathic medicine during COVID-19 

pandemic. “What is the original thing which 

he has said? You have not placed the whole 

thing,” a bench headed by Chief Justice N V 

Ramana asked senior advocate 

MukulRohatgi, who was appearing for the 

yoga gguruRohatgi told the bench, also 

comprising Justices A S Bopanna and 

Hrishikesh Roy, that he would file the 

original video along with the transcript. 

“Okay,” the bench said and posted the 

matter for hearing on July 5. The top court 

was hearing Ramdev’s plea seeking stay on 

the proceedings in connection with multiple 

FIRs lodged against him by Indian Medical 

Association (IMA) in Bihar and 

Chhattisgarh over his remarks against use of 

allopathic medicine during COVID-19 

pandemic. The Patna and Raipur chapters of 

the IMA have lodged complaints against 

Ramdev alleging that his remarks are likely 

to cause prejudice to the COVID control 

mechanism and may dissuade people from 

availing proper treatment against the 

pandemic. In his plea, he has sought transfer 

of the FIRs lodged in Patna and Raipur to 

Delhi. During the hearing, conducted 

through video-conferencing, Rohatgi told 

the bench that Ramdev is a public figure and 

proponent of yoga and ayurvehim. He said 

that during an event, Ramdev had read out a 

WhatsApp message which was sent to him. 
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Ramdev has clarified that he has nothing 

against doctors or anyone, Rohatgi said, 

adding that several complaints have been 

registered against at different places. 

“Different complaints and FIRs have been 

filed against him”, he said, adding that these 

complaints be clubbed in Delhi. Rohatgi 

said that last year, when Patanjali had 

brought ‘coronil’, allopathic doctors went 

against him. “He (Ramdev) is not against 

them. Why should he go to so many places. 

Everybody has freedom of speech,” he 

said.The yoga guru has been booked under 

various provisions of the Indian Penal Code 

and the Disaster Management Act, 

2005.Sections 188 (disobedience to order 

duly promulgated by public servant), 269 

(negligent act likely to aa infection of 

disease dangerous to life) and 504 

(intentional insult with intent to provoke 

breach of the peace) of the IPC have been 

invoked against him.Ramdev, whose alleged 

statements created a nation-wide debate over 

Allopathy versus Ayurveda issue, however, 

had withdrawn his statements on May 23 

after receiving a letter from Union Health 

Minister Harsh Vardhan who had called his 

remarks as “inappropriate”.Ramdev has 

sought clubbing of FIRs on the issue and 

their transfer to Delhi and as an interim 

relief, he has also urged for a stay on the 

investigation in connection with the criminal 

complaints.  
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           BANKING NEWS 

 

Axis Bank inks MoU with Indian Army 

offering Service Salary Package under its 

‘Power Salute” Initiative 

On July 6, 2021, Axis Bank signed 

aMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with theIndian Army at ArmyHeadquarters, 

New Delhi toOffer a defence service salary 

package to the latter under its ‘Power 

Salute’ initiative. The MoUWill cover all 

ranks of army officers viz. servingDefence 

personnel as well Defence pensionersUnder 

its ambit. 

During the signing ceremony Indian Army 

was represented by Lt Gen 

(LieutenantGeneral) Rana Pratap Kalita, and 

Axis BankWas represented by Reynold D’ 

Souza,Executive Vice President and Lt Col 

MKSharma National Accounts Head, Axis 

Bank. 

What is in the package? 

1.Personal accidental cover of up to Rs 56 

lakh toall army personnel 

2 .Up to 8 lakh education grant 

3.Total Permanent Disability Coverbenefit 

up to46 lakh 

4  .Permanent partial disability cover of up 

to Rs46 lakh 

5. Air accident cover of Rs 1 crore 

6.free additional debit card for a family 

memberThis MoU represents Axis Bank’s 

commitmentTowards Defence Forces by 

supporting them inTheir financial 

requirements through banking 

Solutions.  

About Axis Bank: 

Establishment- 1993 as UTI Bank (Name 

Changed to Axis Bank in 2007) 

Managing Director (MD) & Chief 

ExecutiveOfficer (CEO)- Amitabh 

Chaudhry 

Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Tagline- Badhti Ka Naam Zindagi 

 

RBI Issued 10-year G- Sec at Higher Cut-

off Yield of 6.10 percent 

On July 09, 2021, the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI),Issued the new 10-year Government 

Security (G-Sec) (that would mature in 

2031), at a cut-off 

Yield of 6.10 percent per annum, higher 

than theEarlier cut-off yield of 5.85 percent. 

G-sec Auctions: 
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RBI sold 3 auctions such as New 10-year G-

Sec 2031 at 6.10 percent (for Rs 

14,000Crore), 2023 G-Sec at 4.3 percent (Rs 

3,000Crore), and 2061 G-Sec at 7.18 percent 

(for Rs9,000 crore). 

•Through the 3 auctions, an aggregate of 

Rs26,000 crore was raised by the 

government. 

Note-  In December 2020, RBl issued the 

Previous 10-year G-Sec bond at 5.85 

percent. 

Key Analysis: 

i.Such acceptance of G-Sec at a higher rate 

byRBI would increase the government’s 

(govt) costOf borrowing in FY22. 

•The govt paid 25bp (basis points) more 

toRaise resources via the new 10-year G-

Sec. 

ii.lt shows RBI’s willingness to 

accommodate themarket demand for higher 

yields due to risinginflation. 

iii.Through such acceptance of higher cut-

offyield, the yields in the secondary market 

wouldrise. 

Note - RBl also has locked the yields below 

6Percent for certain months to keep 

theGovernment’s borrowing costs low. 

Recent Related News: 

On May 31,2021, RBI had fixed the limits 

forForeign Portfolio Investors’ (FPI) 

investment inGovernment securities (G-

secs) and State   Development Loans (SDLs) 

unchanged at6Percent and 2 percent 

respectively, of outstanding stocks of 

securities for FY22. 

About Primary and Secondary market 

i.Primary Market: It is a financial market, 

inwhich the new stocks and bonds are sold 

to thepublic for the 1sttime through different 

types ofissues like IPO (Initial Public Offer). 

• Under the primary market, the investors 

couldPurchase securities directly from the 

issuer. 

ii.Secondary Market: It is the market in 

which itcontains the previously issued 

financialinstruments such as stocks, Equity 

shares,bonds, preference shares, treasury 

bills,debentures, etc. from the primary 

market. 

• The financial instruments in the 

secondaryMarket would be traded by 

marketParticipants. 

 

NABARD sanctions Rs 388 crore under 

RIDF for Odisha. 

• NABARD has sanctioned Rs 388 crore 

under the RIDF forFour drinking water and 

20 rural road projects in Odisha. 

The projects are intended to provide 70litre 
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per capita per Day safe and portable 

drinking water through functional 

Household tap connection. 

• These projects will provide safe drinking 

water for 8 hrs to2.57 lakh rural people in 

467 villages. 

• Construction and up gradation of 20village 

roads across 15Dist of the State will be 

taken up under this sanction. 

 

 

RBI imposes Rs 25 lakh penalty on 

Punjab And Sind Bank 

•The Reserve Bank of India imposeda 

penaltyOf Rs 25 lakh on Punjab and Sind 

Bank forNon-compliance with certain 

provisions ofDirections on ‘Cyber Security 

Frameworkin Banks’ 

•The state-owned bank had reported a few 

cyberIncidents to the RBI on May 16 and 

20, 2020. 

•Examination of the incident reports and the 

reportOf the forensic analysis of the said 

incidents, Revealed, non-compliance with 

aforesaid directions. 

The RBIl issued a show-cause notice to the 

bank. 

 

Added Development Measures for MSME 

On World Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises(MSME) Day (June 27, 2021), 

the Small IndustriesDevelopment Bank of 

India (SIDBI), has rolled outMultiple 

measures to support COVID-19 hitMSMEs. 

Initiatives undertaken by SIDBI: 

i.To enhance the credit access SIDBI has 

reducedthe interest rate of the Timely 

Working CapitalAssistance to Revitalise 

Industries in Times ofCorona Crisis’ 

(TWARIT) scheme under 

ECLGS(Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 

Scheme) from8.25 percent to 6 percent for 

its existingCustomers. 

ii.SIDBI signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding(MoU) with Government 

Engineering CollegeThrissur, Kerala to set 

up a Swavalamban Chair 

For MSME solutions to promote 

entrepreneurshipAmong students. 

ii. SIDBI has entered into an MoU with the 

‘GlobalAlliance for Mass  Entrepreneurship’ 

(GAME) to 

Help MSMEs.  

About Small Industries Development Bank 

ofIndia (SIDB): 

It is the financial institution engaged in 

thePromotion, financing and development 

ofMSMEs. 

Establishment 1990 

Headquarters Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

Chairman & Managing Director – Shri 
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Sivasubramanian Ramann 

 

 

 

Aeldra Proposed Us Bank Account for 

lndian Students 

 

Aeldra Financial Inc., a ‘digital neo 

bank’Proposed a United States (US) bank 

accountWith a Mastercard Global Debit 

Card for theIndian students who are 

preparing to getAdmission in the US ? 

•The account could be opened and 

operatedFrom India even before the students 

get an F1 visa. 

 

Objective: To enable the Indian 

students,Professionals, and investors to get 

their USBank account before they leave for 

the U.S. 

•Requirements: Aeldra requires only a 

validIndian passport and other local 

documentsFor KYC (know your customer) 

to open theAccount (No need for U.S. Social 

SecurityNumber, U.S. address proof or even 

a U.S. 

Visa). 

Benefits of the Aeldra Bank account: 

i.lt has no minimum balance requirement 

and itdoesn’t have foreign currency mark-up 

fees 

ii.The account will enable the users to 

transferfunds to a USD account from India 

to protect 

against exchange rate depreciation. 

iii.U.S. bank account is insured with the 

FederalDeposit Insurance Corporation 

(FDIC) through its Banking partner Blue 

Ridge Bank, N.A., 

•FDIC is an independent agency of the 

USGovernment that protects against the loss 

ofInsured deposits if an FDIC insured bank 

fails 

iv.lt has Multi-layered information 

protection,fraud protection, and 

unauthorized transactionprotection along 

with high-tech mobile banking 

experience and 24X7 servicing. 

v.lt has a feature to lock/unlock Debit 

cardsthrough the App (when unused) 

vi. It contains AeldraPay, a free peer-to-

peertransfer, which will offer a quick way of 

sendingfunds in real-time.funds in real-time. 

About Aeldra Financial Inc.: 

It is a digital banking and investment 

platform investorServing students, 
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professionals, and investorsGlobally. It has 

partnered with Blue Ridge Bank, 

N.A. and Mastercard in the US. 

Establishment 2019 

Headquarters Silicon Valley, California, US 

Headquarters(India) – Bangalore, Karnataka 

CEO Sukeert Shanker 

M.D (India) – Anil Kumar N.S. 

 

India's pesticides rise morethan 

21%above issue price on stock market 

debut 

 

India Pesticides Limited made a stellar debut 

on the stock exchanges today as domestic 

markets spiked amid the bullmarket, the 

agrochemical company's shares trading at Rs 

360 per share, 21.62% or Rs 64 from the 

issue price of Rs 296 per share.India 

Pesticides Limited (IPL) is a tech research 

driven agrochemical manufacturer with a 

growing formulation business. It is one of 

the fastest growing agrochemical companies 

in terms of theamount oftechnical products 

manufactured. the first time. 

India Pesticides' initial public offering (IPO) 

was subscribed 29 times in total last month, 

with retail investors offering 11.3 times the 

share reserved for them while non-

institutional investors (NII) offering 51 

times the reserved share. for the IPO 42 

times. With all three parts oversubscribed, 

the demand for public issues was 

high.Investors could bid for shares in 

multiples of 50 shares with a nominal value 

of Re 1 per share. At the upper end of the 

price range, this meant a minimum 

investment of 14,800 rupees. 

India Pesticides'initialpublic offering was a 

combination of an OffertoSell (OFS) worth 

Rs.700billion and a new equity offering 

worth Rs.100billion. After the issue, the 

promoter'stake in the company drops from 

82.7% to 59.7%. according to HDFC 

Securities, it will rise from 17.3% before the 

IPO to 40.3%. 

 

NHB finedHDFC Rs 4.75 lakh for 

technical breach 

The National Housing Bank (NHB) fined 

Housing Development Finance Corporation 

Ltd (HDFC) 4.75 lakh rupees forfailing to 

comply with certain rules, the country's 

largest mortgage lender said Tuesday.  

 

"We inform you that on July 5th, 2021 

(Monday),NHB finedthe 

company4.75,000rupees plus GST for 

technical breachof NHB circulars," HDFC 

said in a regulatory document on Tuesday. 

The circulars were dated November 2013 

and July 2016.  

 

"The Company will takethe necessary steps 
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to comply with this letter," he said regarding 

the matter that led to the imposition of the 

fine. 

HDFC shares closed unchanged on Tuesday 

at Rs 2,493.30 on the BSE 

 

Asset quality numbers do not reflect the 

stress on banking books: ICRA 

The recent improvement in Indianbanks' bad 

loan numbers does not reflect the underlying 

stress on the incomes and cash flows of 

borrowers affectedby Covid19, rating 

agency ICRA said on Wednesday. and 

policies such as a moratorium on loan 

repayments,suspensionof assetclassification, 

and liquidity granted to borrowers under the 

Emergency Credit Guarantee Program. 

“With the non-performing loan book 

remaininghigh, the second wave could push 

some of these borrowers to NPAs," the 

agency noted. 

The quality of the banks'assets surprised 

with a decline in the reported gross 

defaultrateof 7.6% and the netdefaultrateof 

2.5% asof the end of March 

2021,comparedto 8.60% and 3.0% as of 

March 31, 2020  

fresh NPA generation was alsoreduced to 

Rs. 2.6 crore lakh in FY 2021 compared to 

Rs. Rs 3.7 crore lakh in FY 2020. 

The Reserve Bank of India recently 

extended its retailloan and MSME 

restructuringprogramto September 30, 2021, 

and recently the Indian government also 

increased funding of ECLGS to Rs. Rs 

4.5million lakhof Rs. Rs 3.0 crore lakh 

budgeted at the time of the first wave. 

Although this is likely to increase borrowers' 

indebtedness, it could temporarilyease the 

pressure on liquidity to overcome the crisis 

triggered by the second wave. 

"Inthe absence of stagnationin asset 

classification, we expect higher new NPA 

generation, but we also expect recoveries 

and appreciations to improve in FY2022," 

noted ICRA. ICRA expects credit growth of 

7.38.3% in FY 2022 (5.5% in FY 2021), 

GNPA and NNPA are expected to grow 

6.97.1% and 1.92.0% respectively by March 

31, 2022 sink. 

"Within the sector, the changehasbeen 

remarkable for public sector banks reporting 

profits after five consecutive years of losses, 

and with NNPAs at their lowest levels in six 

years, ICRA expects public sector banks to 

continue to beprofitable," said Anil Gupta. , 

Vice President of Financial Sector Ratings, 

says ICRA Ratings. 

 

LIC has now introduced the new position 

of Chief Executive Officer, Managing 

Director; government does away with 

Chairman post. 
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The Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) will now have the publish of Chief 

Executive Officer and Managing Director in 

place of the Chairman position, with the 

authorities making modifications to 

applicablepoliciesin advance of the insurer's 

preliminary public providing this fiscal. 

The changes were made by the Ministry of 

Financial Services of the 

TreasuryDepartment by amending the 

Pension Regulations (Change) of Life 

Insurance Corporation of India.In addition, 

some other rules of the1956 LIC Act 

werechanged. 

"ExecutiveDirector and Managing Director 

means the Executive Director and Managing 

Director appointed by the centralgovernment 

under Section 4 of the Act (LIC Law1956)", 

according to a bulletindated July 7th. 

To make the insurance giant's listing easier, 

the government has already approved an 

increaseinauthorised share capital to 25 

billion rupees.In addition, the Department of 

Commerceof theMinistryof Finance 

recentlychanged the rules(regulation)for 

securities contracts. 

Companies with a market 

capitalisationgreater than Rs 1 lakh crore at 

the time of listing can now only sell five 

percent of their stock with the latest change 

in rules, a move that will be beneficial to the 

government during the LIC initial draftTo 

offer. 

Theseinstitutionsmust increase their public 

participation to 10 percent in two years and 

to at least 25 percent in five years. 

 

Engagement of India – UK during the 

first financial markets dialogue 

Both sides agreed to continue working 

bilaterally in these areas in the coming 

months in the run-up to the next EFD and 

the start of negotiations on a future India-

UKfree trade agreement,whichis expected to 

take place later this year, he said. 

theMinistry. 

 

India and the UK discussed Gujarat City of 

International Finance Technology (GIFT), 

banking and payments, insurance and capital 

markets during the initial dialogue on the 

Indian and UK financial markets to deepen 

the two countries’s bilateral ties in the 

financial sector. Dialog was founded at the 

X Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) 

in October 2020 to deepen bilateral relations 

in the financial sector. 

Financial cooperation is one of the pillars of 

the Roadmap 2030that the two countries 

adoptedat the recent meeting of the two 

primeministers, and the IndiaUK Financial 

Market Dialogue is one of the key elements 

of this financialcooperation. 
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In addition, the participants took stock of the 

cooperation in the capital markets. The 

ministry noted, "There has also been a 

productive discussion on opportunities for 

increased cross-border activity, including an 

update from India on the implementation of 

the direct listing policy." Both sides agreed 

to continue working bilaterally in these areas 

in the coming months in the run-up to the 

next EFD and the start of negotiations on a 

future India-UKfree trade 

agreement,whichis expected to take place 

later this year, he said. the Ministry. The 

City of London Corporation's IndiaUK 

Capital Markets Task Force presented 

recommendations from their recently 

published paper,"Unlocking the Potential of 

India's Debt Capital Markets". 

The report focused on improving the 

ecosystem of India's debt capital markets as 

well as making it easier for Indian 

companies to raise capital internationally to 

support India's growth potential, 

infrastructure needs and sustainable energy 

capacity of 

thecountry.PrimaryIssues,SecondaryMarkets

,Tax Regulations,MarketEcosystem, and 

ESG. 

The City of London Corporation's Capital 

Markets Working Group presented its work 

on the Indian corporate bond market and the 

IndiaUK Finance Association presented its 

recommendations on the UK-India financial 

services relationship. 

"At the meeting, participants from India and 

the UK discussedthe progressof the strategic 

partnership between the UK and India GIFT 

City. Both sides agreed on areas for further 

cooperation, including sustainable finance 

and technologypresence of UK industry at 

the centre," added this 

Participants provided information on their 

respective banking and payment landscape 

to increase cross-border activity in this area  

The Bank of England discussed its work on 

cyber resilience. Bothparties also recognised 

the key role played by theBanking sector 

played in maintaining stability during the 

Covid19 pandemic. 

Participants discussed matters related to the 

insurance sector, includingnational updates 

on the impact of Covid19, ways to 

encourage further UK investment in the 

Indian market and the UK Solvency II test 

call. The dialogue was led by senior officials 

from the Indian Treasury and theUK 

Treasury, with the participationof 

independent regulators from India and 

theUK including the Reserve Bank of India, 

the Stock Exchange Board and Securities of 

India, the Authority of the Centre for 

International Financial Services , the 

InsuranceCommission of India, the Bank of 

England and the Financial Conduct 

Authority. 
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ECONOMIC NEWS 

 

BANKRUPTCY SALON : A SAD JOKE 

ON INDIAN TAXPAYERS 

Five years ago, India came up with a legal 

answer to its perennial economic challenge 

of rescuing the money stuck in zombie 

firms. Unlike China, which has the cushion 

of high savings, India’s inefficient use of 

limited domestic capital has meant a chronic 

inability to put its swelling ranks of youth to 

work. 

According to an analysis by REDD 

Intelligence, of the 4,300-plus stressed 

debtors that have been taken through the 

2016 corporate insolvency law, 48% were 

liquidated, half of them under 314 days. Of 

the 13% that got sold to bidders, half exited 

bankruptcy in less than 425 days. These, as 

the REDD researchers note, aren’t bad 

outcomes, considering that wait times 

previously were five-years-plus. 

According to Boston Consulting groups - 

Companies don’t want to borrow even at 

negative real interest rates; corporate 

leverage is at an all-time low of 0.46 times 

equity. The evidence on this front is weak. 

At 6%, loan growth is anemic. 

Incomplete bankruptcy reform isn’t the only 

reason Indian banks aren’t lending more to 

new firms, choosing instead to finance 

unsecured personal credit, which doesn’t 

create many more new jobs. As a deadly 

second bout of the pandemic recedes, firms 

probably need assurance that the economy 

won’t be hit by lockdowns again. That 

would require a far greater proportion of the 

population to be fully vaccinated than the 

less than 5% at present. 

Even the insolvency tribunal is surprised 

that metals magnate Anil Agarwal is 

“paying almost nothing” to wrest control of 

Videocon Industries Ltd., after creditors 

accepted just 4 cents on the dollar for their 

648 billion rupee ($8.7 billion) exposure to 

the consumer-appliance maker and its 12 

group companies. 

9.8% of their loan book could sour by 

March 2022, the central bank has warned. 

The plan now is to shift at least $11 billion 

in dud corporate loans from commercial 

lenders to a newly created bad bank. 

A junkyard for firms that have very little 

salvageable capital won’t do much for new 

investments. Rehabilitating assets that still 

have some value will require an urgent fix to 

the law. A bankruptcy salon offering 90% 

haircuts is a sad joke on on India’s 

taxpayers, savers and workers. 
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AMAZON CELEBRATES SMALL 

BUSINESS DAYS, 2021  

MSMEs can be considered as the Indian 

economy’s backbone. They contribute about 

30% to the country’s GDP, and for exports, 

it is about 48%. In the present day, while the 

nation’s morale has been somber, what is 

still noteworthy is the determination of this 

sector. Local sellers and small businesses 

are using every opportunity to push through 

these challenging circumstances. 

The pandemic and then its subsequent 

second wave has affected small businesses 

across India. On-ground restrictions have 

further impacted several of their processes. 

But Amazon’s Small Business Days 2021 is 

a move to help these sellers get their 

businesses on track. Amazon has enabled 

small businesses to reach millions of 

customers across India by providing an 

ecosystem for them to use.  

They have been empowered to offer a 

superlative customer experience while 

helping these local sellers increase their 

product exposure, expert endorsements 

along with product reviews. It has also 

created a space that can foster these sellers’ 

unique products and services. To further 

minimise the impact of this pandemic on 

local businesses, Amazon has also enabled 

an ‘on-demand disbursement’ feature.  

While the situation in the country evolves, 

Amazon continues to build on its selling 

experience, which has helped many small 

businesses thrive in these unreal times. The 

three-day online sale is another step to back 

the local economy. It is an attempt to enable 

these sellers to achieve sustainability and 

expand their reach. 

 

INDIAN ECONOMIST, KAUSHIK 

BASU AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS 

HUMBOLDT RESEARCH AWARD  

Indian economist Kaushik Basu has been 

awarded the Humboldt Research Award for 

Economics. The award was conferred on 

him by Professor Dr Hans-Bernd Schäfer of 

Bucerius Law School in Hamburg, 

Germany. 

A former chief economist of the World 

Bank, Basu is currently a professor of 

Economics at Cornell University. He also 

served as the Government of India’s chief 

economic advisor from 2009 to 2012. Basu 

is also a recipient of the Padma Bhushan, the 

third-highest civilian award in India. 



 

35 | P a g e  
 

In March of this year, Basu had held a 

virtual interaction with Rahul Gandhi where 

the two discussed a number of issues 

ranging from smart cities to unemployment 

in India. 

The prestigious award is sponsored by the 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and 

awarded to as many as 100 recipients each 

year. 

The Humboldt Research Award honours 

scientists and economists from across the 

world for their work. The award entails prize 

money of 60,000 euros and an offer to carry 

out research projects at a scientific 

institution in Germany for up to 12 months. 

A graduate of the London School of 

Economics, Kaushik Basu is also the sitting 

president of the International Economic 

Association. 

Basu has written a number of papers, 

including, “Introduction: The State of 

Economics, the State of the World”, 

“Inequality, Growth, Poverty and Lunar 

Eclipses: Policy and Arithmetic” and 

“Individual Preferences and Democratic 

Processes: Two Theorems with Implications 

for Electoral Politics”. 

 

UNRAVELING 1991, YET AGAIN 

Thirty years ago, on a summer evening in 

late July, India liberalized its Soviet-style 

economy in a transformation that eventually 

pulled about 300 million out of poverty, 

fueling one of the biggest wealth creations 

in history. Then came the world’s fastest 

coronavirus surge which left overflowing 

hospitals turning away the dying and 

crematorium smoke darkening city skies. 

Years, and perhaps decades, of progress 

have been unwound in months, as many 

Indians who had clawed their way out of 

poverty face grim job prospects and carry 

heavy debt loads wracked up to get 

themselves and loved ones through the 

pandemic. The devastation has highlighted 

just how much poor health care and 

infrastructure – often neglected in the boom 

after liberalization – are holding back the 

nation and its people. 

More than 200 million have gone back to 

earning less than minimum wage, or $5, a 

day, the Bangalore-based Azim Premji 

University calculates. The middle class, the 

engine of the consumer economy, shrank by 

32 million in 2020, according to the Pew 

Research Institute. That means India will be 

regressing on vital fronts just as its global 

importance is growing. 

This decade, India is expected to become the 

world’s most populated nation, taking that 

mantle from China, which for years drove 

global growth. But the Indian economy is 

grappling with big threats even as it 

becomes home to the kind of young, 

working-age population that drove lengthy 

booms in other nations.  

“We’re talking about a decade of lost 

opportunities and setback,” said Arvind 

Subramanian, a fellow at Brown University 

and a former chief economic advisor to 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

administration. He also added - “Unless 

there are some big reforms and fundamental 

changes in the way economic policy is done, 
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you’re not going to be anywhere close to 

what we saw in the boom years. A lot needs 

to happen in order to get back to the 7%, 8% 

growth that we desperately need.” 

Even before the pandemic, cracks had begun 

to emerge.   

O’Neill said. Yet “the Indian system seems 

to quite often smother itself, as we’ve seen 

sadly a few times during the Covid 

pandemic”, “If we are looking at getting 

growth — of 8%-10% — back on a 

sustainable path, we have to think about not 

just a current revival,” Sanjeev Sanyal, the 

government’s principal economic adviser, 

said at the India Global Forum on June 30. 

The key question for global investors now is 

whether India will get old before Indians get 

rich. Netflix is counting on India for its next 

100 million customers. Bezos is pouring 

billions of dollars – and even braving Indian 

courts – to battle India’s richest man 

Ambani for a slice of the only open retail 

market with more than a billion people. 

“The pandemic has set us back hugely, and 

we were already on a growth downswing 

when it happened,” said Indira Rajaraman, 

an economist and a former member of the 

Reserve Bank of India’s board.  

 

RUPEE SURVIVING COVID DAYS 

The Covid-19 pandemic has thrown the 

Indian economy into an unprecedented 

recession. Hundreds of small businesses 

have shuttered, unemployment is on the rise, 

and household incomes are dwindling. But 

despite this upheaval, the Indian currency 

has remained surprisingly stable, which is a 

remarkable thing, but, how? 

Just in that case,India remains a favored 

destination for investors because of the low 

per capita income in comparison to other 

Asian economies. Moving on ahead, are 

other basic reasons acquired by Indian 

Rupee for its support.  

On 7th of July, Indian Rupee valued 74.62 

dollar as compared to the 75.66 dollar in 

March, 2020, when covid reached Indian 

premises. In April, the rupee touched a 

record low of 76.92 against a dollar. There 

was nervousness among global investors, 

which was also evident in the stock markets 

that went into a near tailspin.  

However, India’s central bank quickly 

sprung into action to calm nerves. The 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) called for at 

least three unscheduled briefings for policy 

announcements, to show its seriousness 

towards supporting the economy. The 

central bank took some unprecedented 

measures, including reducing the repo rate—

the rate at which it lends to banks—by 115 

basis points until now. 

The measure was aimed at encouraging 

banks to lend money to businesses so they 

could survive the tough lockdowns. In fact, 

several central banks across the world did 

the same, and that worked in India’s favour. 

So basically, even when the Indian economy 
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was staring at a recession, foreign investors 

were putting their money into the country.  

Experts believe that a combination of global 

and domestic factors has helped the rupee to 

remain strong, and most of the reasons are 

linked to the positive long-term outlook on 

India. “People digested the fact that 

lockdown would lead to a contraction in the 

economy very quickly. They focused on 

how fast the economy was pulling out of it,” 

AbheekBarua, chief economist of HDFC 

Bank said. “So the rupee outperformed its 

Asian emerging market peers.” 

What also helped India is the fact that it has 

a higher capacity to absorb shocks as 

compared to its Asian peers, according to 

experts. “(Take) Thailand’s case, for 

instance. Tourism is such a big support and 

that has collapsed. Investment opportunities, 

in general, were already limited in these 

economies. They are a little too expensive in 

terms of wage levels to offer serious 

offshoring opportunities,” Barua said. Most 

experts are of the view that despite the 

devastating second wave of Covid-19 and 

the anticipation of the third wave by August, 

the Indian rupee is likely to remain strong in 

the long rule. 

 

HURDLES IN THE RECOVERY 

India’s risk-averse lenders are emerging as 

one of the biggest hurdles to the speed of the 

nation’s recovery from the pandemic-

induced downturn, as they hold back credit 

when the economy needs it the most. 

Loans to companies and individuals has 

been growing at a subdued 5.5%-6% in 

recent months, which is half the pace seen 

before the pandemic struck, Reserve Bank 

of India data shows. The nation’s biggest 

lender State Bank of India wants to nearly 

double its credit growth rate to 10% in the 

year started April 1, but is willing to miss 

the goal. 

“It is a very fragile situation,” Dinesh Khara, 

chairman of SBI, said after reporting 

earnings for the fiscal year ended March. 

The bank would not “compromise” on asset 

quality to achieve targets, he said. “Credit is 

a necessary and probably most important 

ingredient for economic growth,” according 

to S. S. Mundra, a former deputy governor 

of RBI, who estimated that the multiplier 

effect of credit on nominal gross domestic 

product growth is 1.6 times.  

Khara’s comments underline the biggest 

obstacle to both credit off-take and 

economic growth, pegged at 9.5% this year, 

already reduced from the central bank’s 

previous forecast of 10.5% and following an 

unprecedented contraction last year. Banks’ 

risk aversion – or the fear of soured loans 

jumping in a tough economic environment – 

could slow the economy’s recovery further, 

according to analysts, including those at the 

RBI. 
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It doesn’t help India’s case that it’s already 

home to one of the biggest piles of soured 

loans among major economies. And add to 

that a crisis in the shadow banking sector, 

which culminated in the rescue of two 

lenders and bankruptcy of two more over the 

past couple of years. 

Consumers too are repairing their finances, 

which bodes ill for overall demand for 

goods and services as well as retail loans, 

and in turn economic growth. The current 

recovery is likely to be less steep than the 

bounce that unfolded in late 2020 and early 

2021, according to analysts at S&P Global 

Ratings. 

“Households are running down savings,” the 

S&P analysts wrote. “A desire to rebuild 

their cash holding may delay spending even 

as the economy reopens.” And while Covid-

19 relief measures may provide banks some 

reprieve, the need to raise capital will 

remain high once virus related stress start to 

emerge on their balance sheets. 

A MASSIVE RANSOMWARE ATTACK 

HAS HIT MORE THAN 1,000 

COMPANIES…. 

 

A massive ransomware attack on the 

software supply chain has impacted more 

than 1,000 businesses so far, and the number 

may continue to grow, according to the 

cybersecurity firm Huntress Labs Inc. The 

attack has focused on managed service 

providers, which provide IT services 

primarily to small- and medium-sized 

businesses. Such attacks can have a 

multiplying effect, since the hackers may 

then gain access and infiltrate the MSPs’ 

customers too. So far, more than 20 MSPs 

have been affected, said John Hammond, a 

cybersecurity researcher at Huntress Labs. 

The impact of the attack is only beginning to 

come to light. In Sweden, a majority of 

grocery chain Coop’s more than 800 stores 

couldn’t open on Saturday after the attack 

led to a malfunction of their cash registers, 

spokesperson Therese Knapp told 

Bloomberg News. The hackers were 

identified as the Russia-linked ransomware 

group REvil, which was accused last month 

of hacking giant meatpacker JBS SA. There 

are victims in 11 countries so far, according 

to research published by cybersecurity firm 

ESET. The hackers appear to have targeted 

Kaseya Ltd., a Miami-based developer of 

software for managed service providers, as a 

way to attack its customers, according to 

cybersecurity experts. “What makes this 

attack stand out is the trickle-down effect, 

from the managed service provider to the 

small business,” Hammond said. “Kaseya 

handles large enterprise all the way to small 

businesses globally, so ultimately, it has the 

potential to spread to any size or scale 

business.” 
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In a statement, Kaseya said it has notified 

the FBI. The company said it had so far 

identified less than 40 customers that were 

impacted by the attack. Two of the affected 

MSPs include Synnex Corp. and Avtex 

LLC, according to two people familiar with 

the breaches. Avtex President George 

Demou told Bloomberg News in a text 

message on Friday night, “Hundreds of 

MSPs have been impacted by what appears 

to be a Global Supply Chain hack.” 

 

RURAL INDIA SINKS DEEPER INTO 

DEBT INTO DEBT AS COVID-19 

PANDEMIC WIPES OUT WORK… 

 

Rural unemployment rate, which used to 

hover around 6% before the pandemic, rose 

to 8.75% in June, according to the Mumbai-

based Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy (CMIE). India’s gross domestic 

product fell by a record 7.3% in the year that 

ended on March 31. The government has 

forecast 10.5% growth for 2021/2022 but a 

second wave of the pandemic has dented 

expectations and several economists have 

cut their forecasts. The poor have especially 

been hit hard. 

The Reuters investigation showed most of 

the 75 households in the Uttar Pradesh 

cluster, a combined 518 people, have taken 

out total debt of 6.12 million rupees 

($82,250), more than 80% of which remains 

unserviced, the householders said. 

Borrowing has risen by three times since the 

pandemic hit in March 2020 and about half 

of that was taken out the past six months, the 

survey found. With no jobs or with bread-

winners sick, the cumulative monthly 

income of the 75 households has dropped to 

about 220,000 rupees ($2,960) from 815,000 

rupees ($10,960) before the pandemic. 

"Almost everyone is in debt in this village ... 

unemployment is the biggest problem," said 

by villagers ,   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

government has promised free foodgrains 

for the poor but the rations are limited and 

not enough for the family. The coronavirus 

and a lockdown aimed at stopping it last 

year saw millions of people thrown out of 

jobs in cities and towns and forced back to 

their villages, and ever higher levels of debt. 

Interviews with 75 households in a cluster of 

eight villages in India's most populous state 

showed household incomes have slumped 

nearly 75% on average. Almost two thirds of 

the households have taken on debt. 

 

TWITTER SAYS COMPLIANCE 

REPORT BY JULY 11, KEY STAFF 

APPOINTMENT IN 8 WEEKS….. 
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Twitter Inc Thursday informed the Delhi 

High Court that it has appointed an interim 

chief compliance officer, who is a resident 

of India, and said it will make an endeavour 

to fill the regular position within eight 

weeks as per the new IT Rules. The 

microblogging platform said it has 

appointed interim chief compliance officer 

(CCO) with effect from July 6 and a 

communication has also been addressed to 

the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MEITY). Twitter filed an 

affidavit in this regard in compliance of 

court's July 6 order. 

Justice Rekha Palli is scheduled to shortly 

take up the petition claiming non-

compliance with the Centre's new IT Rules 

by the microblogging platform. The affidavit 

said “Twitter has posted publicly a job 

announcement for a CCO as a direct 

employee and is accepting applications at 

this time. Twitter will endeavour in good 

faith to make an offer of employment to a 

qualified candidate to fill this position 

within 8 weeks.” It said Twitter is in the 

process of making an appointment to an 

Indian resident as its interim resident 

grievance officer (RGO) and expects to do 

so on or before July 11 and the details will 

be updated on its ‘Help Page' as soon as 

possible. “In the meantime, the duties of the 

RGO are being performed by the grievance 

officer…, and will continue to do so until 

the appointment,” it said. 

 

TEMASEK, WARBURG PINCUS, 

BHAVISH AGGARWAL INVEST $500 

MN AS OLA PLANS IPO… 

 

 Ola, the world’s leading mobility platform, 

has said Temasek and Plum Wood 

Investment Ltd, an affiliate of Warburg 

Pincus, are partnering company founder 

Bhavish Aggarwal for a $500-million 

investment ahead of its initial public 

offering (IPO). “Warburg Pincus is a new 

investor and Singapore-based Temasek is an 

existing investor since 2018,” said a person 

familiar with the development. “This is 

mainly a secondary transaction.” According 

to sources, in this financing round, Temasek 

and Warburg have bought shares worth $500 

million from two of Ola’s existing investors. 

They said Tiger Global and Matrix Partners 

India, both of which hold 13-15 per cent in 

Ola, had sold shares in this round. “Tiger 

Global has partially exited,” said a source. 

According to sources, Japan’s SoftBank 

holds 22 per cent and China's Tencent has 

about 9 per cent in Ola. The funding comes 

at a time when Ola’s transportation business 
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has been badly hit by the pandemic. “The 

good news is that its unit economics has 

improved more than the negative impact on 

their business,” said a person. “While 

Covid-19 brought its business down, it used 

the pandemic to improve its unit 

economics.” The funding is among the 

largest investments in the Indian consumer 

internet space by these funds. The 

Bengaluru-based firm said this was a 

testament to the robust and resilient business 

built by Ola as it continues to scale up 

across various categories and geographies in 

its ride-hailing business. 

“Over the past 12 months we’ve made our 

ride-hailing business more robust, resilient, 

and efficient,” said Bhavish Aggarwal, 

chairman and group chief executive officer. 

“With strong recovery after lockdown and a 

shift in consumer preference away from 

public transportation, we are well positioned 

to capitalise on the various urban mobility 

needs of our customers. I welcome Warburg 

Pincus and Temasek to Ola and look 

forward to collaborating with them in our 

next phase of growth,” he said. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

U.S. COVID cases rising rapidly as Delta 

dominates 

 

     

Despite having among the highest 

availability of vaccines of any country, 

America’s immunisation campaign has 

dropped off steeply since April. 

Covid cases are rising rapidly in the United 

States as the highly contagious Delta variant 

dominates and vaccinations stagnate, data 

showed on Wednesday. 

The seven-day-average of new cases was 

13,859 as of July 6, up 21% compared to 

two weeks earlier, according to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

Cases attributed to the most recent days 

might rise further because of a reporting lag 

following the July 4 holiday weekend.The 

spike comes as the Delta variant, which is 

more transmissible than any previous strain, 

accounted for around 52% of cases in the 

two weeks ending July 3, according to the 

CDC. 

Despite having among the highest 

availability of vaccines of any country, 

America’s immunisation campaign has 

dropped off steeply since April. President 

Joe Biden narrowly missed his goal of 

having 70% adults at least partly vaccinated 

by Independence Day, with the current 

figure at 67%. 

Regions in the Midwest and South with 

lower vaccination rates are experiencing 

higher case rates than regions with high 

vaccination rates such as the Northeast, a 

trend that has become increasingly clear in 

recent weeks. 

A hospital in Springfield, Missouri, ran out 

of ventilators to treat hospitalized COVID 

patients over the weekend, local media 

reported.The city of 160,000’s two hospitals 

were treating 213 COVID-19 patients as of 

Monday, up from 168 on Friday and 31 on 

May 24, the Kansas City Star said. 

“The trajectory that we’re likely to see is 

two different flavours of the pandemic in the 

United States, one in which it’s more of a 

problem in places where there’s a high level 

of unvaccinated individuals,” Amesh Adalja 

of the Johns Hopkins Center for Health 

Security told AFP.“In other parts of the 

country, the pandemic is largely going to be 

something that’s managed as more of an 

ordinary respiratory virus,” he added.Mr. 

Adalja said that even with Delta becoming 

the dominant strain he envisioned a 

“decoupling” of hospitalisations and deaths 

from rising cases in highly vaccinated 

regions, as has been seen in Israel. 
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“Increasingly, I think we have to start to 

shift our focus away from cases and really 

look at hospitalisations, because that’s what 

the vaccine was designed to do — it was 

designed to decouple cases from 

hospitalisation,” he said. 

Real world data has shown that the Pfizer, 

Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca 

vaccines have retained high efficacy against 

severe COVID and the same is almost 

certainly true of the Moderna vaccine, 

according to experts. 

Abroad Indian-origin man arrested in 

Canada for smuggling $14 mn worth 

cocaINE 

Indian-origin man arrested in Canada for 

smuggling $14 mn worth cocaine 

An Indian-origin man has been arrested in 

Canada for allegedly smuggling 112.5 kg of 

cocaine worth USD 14 million. He will be 

produced before a court in St Catharines on 

Friday.Indian-origin man arrested in Canada 

for smuggling $14 mn worth cocaine 

The five duffel bags filled with 112.5 kg of 

cocaine were seized from the man. (Picture 

credit: CBSA) 

An Indian-origin man in Canada has been 

arrested for allegedly smuggling USD 14 

million (Rs 1,04,46,17,000) worth of 

cocaine into the country from the US. 

 

According to a statement by Canada Border 

Services Agency (CBSA) on Thursday, the 

accused has been identified as Pardeep 

Singh, 24, a resident of Quebec. He was 

held at the Peace Bridge in Fort Erie in 

Ontario last month with a commercial truck 

carrying five duffel bags filled with 112.5 kg 

of cocaine. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police has 

charged Pardeep Singh with the importation 

of a controlled substance. He will be 

produced before a court in St Catharines on 

Friday. 

“The Canada Border Services Agency plays 

an integral role in keeping our communities 

safe. Our officers have interrupted the 

smuggling attempt of a massive amount of 

narcotics, and have put a full stop to the 

ripple effect these narcotics would have in 

neighborhoods across our country. The 

CBSA is extremely proud of its officers and 

their ongoing role in safeguarding our 

borders,” CBSA District Director Kim 

Upper said in a statement. 

Despite border restrictions in place due to 

Covid-19, commercial traffic continues in 

Canada to allow cross-border supply of 

essential goods. 

 

 



 

44 | P a g e  
 

Eastbourne: The sunshine coast welcomes 

you 

 

Two years after arriving in this town of 

100,000 residents, Al-Halabi continues to 

slowly put down roots. He’s learning 

English at a local college, and recently 

celebrated the marriage of his sister in a 

socially distanced ceremony at the town 

hall. His experience of resettlement, along 

with the other 44 Syrians and Sudanese 

resettled in Eastbourne through the VPRS, is 

inseparable from the setting, particularly the 

efforts of a group of volunteers instrumental 

to the town’s involvement. 

Retired headteacher Anna Reid is one of the 

group’s leaders. Like many, she was shaken 

by the coverage of fatal migrations in 2015, 

in which 3,771 people died crossing the 

Mediterranean, and started thinking with 

two friends about what they could do to help 

locally. 

They’d heard about the VPRS, and 

contacted the town council about hosting 

refugees in Eastbourne. But their inquiries 

were met with concern that using social 

housing for the program, or even advertising 

for spare homes, would cause a racial 

backlash. (Eastbourne Borough Council was 

contacted for this piece but declined to 

comment.) Although the Home Office 

oversees the program, most of the 

implementation happens in local areas – 

where councils and community groups 

provide housing, public services, and direct 

support. 

 

Pakistan says India was behind June 

bomb blast in Lahore 

 

      

KARACHI: Pakistan's national security 

advisor has accused India of orchestrating 

last month's deadly car bombing in the 

eastern city of Lahore, saying Sunday that 

an investigation has shown it was organized 

by an Indian intelligence operative. In a 

news conference in Islamabad, Moeed 

Yousuf said the probe showed that the man 

was an Indian citizen living in India who 

works for that country's RAW intelligence 

agency. He did not name the alleged 

mastermind. 

"Through the forensic analysis, electronic 

equipment, which has been recovered from 

these terrorists, we have identified the main 

mastermind and the handlers of this terrorist 

attack. And we have no doubt in informing 

you that the main mastermind belongs to 
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RAW, lives in India and is an Indian 

citizen." He said Pakistan will continue its 

efforts to expose India's sponsorship of such 

attacks internationally. 

The explosion took place outside the 

residence of anti-India terrorist leader Hafiz 

Saeed, who himself has been designated a 

terrorist by the US Justice Department and 

has a $10 million bounty on his head. 

Saeed is the mastermind of the deadly 2008 

attacks in Mumbai that killed nearly 170 

people. He was unharmed in the powerful 

explosion in Lahore's Johar Town 

neighborhood that killed three and wounded 

24. 

India and Pakistan routinely accuse the other 

of carrying out clandestine attacks on the 

other's territory. Saeed is a highly wanted 

suspect in India, and Pakistan has been 

criticized by India and the United States for 

not taking stronger actions against him. 

Punjab police chief Inam Ghani said all 

those involved in the bombing have been 

arrested, including an Afghan who lived in 

Pakistan and actually parked the explosives-

laden car at the site of blast.Indian external 

affairs ministry spokesman Arindam Bagchi 

couldn't be reached for comment. 

 

China’s President promotes head of India 

border army command to General 

Ananth Krishnan 

 

     

 

Xu Qiling has been at the centre of the 

border tensions with India as the head of the 

People’s Liberation Army’s Ground Forces 

or Army in the border Western Theatre 

Command China’s President Xi Jinping has 

promoted four senior military officers, 

including one who has been at the centre of 

the border tensions with India as the head of 

the People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA) 

Ground Forces or Army in the border 

Western Theatre Command, to the highest 

rank of General. 

Mr. Xi, who also heads the Central Military 

Commission (CMC), presented the 

certificates of the orders to them at a 

ceremony held by the CMC on Monday, the 

official Xinhua news agency reported. 

The promoted officers were named as Xu 

Qiling, Commander of the PLA's Western 

Theatre Command, Wang Xiubin, 

Commander of the Southern Theatre 

Command, Liu Zhenli, Commander of the 

PLA Army, and Ju Qiansheng, Commander 

of the PLA Strategic Support Force. 

General Xu, then Lieutenant General, is now 

one of the PLA’s youngest Generals, the 

highest-rank for active officers. 
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He was first publicly confirmed as 

Commander of the Western Theatre’s 

Ground Forces, or Army, on June 1, 2020, 

around a month into the tensions and before 

the June 15, 2020 Galwan Valley clash. He 

is thought to have taken charge a little 

before the first public confirmation on June 

1 by the Western Theatre’s WeChat account. 

The current thinking among Indian military 

planners is that the April mass mobilisation 

by the PLA and subsequent multiple Line of 

Actual Control transgressions, coming after 

annual summer exercises, was likely 

planned at the level of the Western Theatre 

Command, and that the higher levels, such 

as the Central Military Commission headed 

by Mr. Xi, were most likely only involved 

after the June 15 clash in Galwan Valley. 

A year on, unanswered questions, sparse 

details in China’s accounts of Galwan clash 

The command at the time was headed by 

General Zhao Zongqi. In December 2020, 

General Zhang Xudong, who was awarded 

the rank of General that same month, took 

over as Commander of the entire Western 

Theatre Command overseeing all its forces, 

replacing General Zhao, the long-standing 

Commander, who retired at 65. In March, 

General Zhao was rewarded with a post-

retirement appointment as the Vice-

Chairman of the National People’s Congress 

(NPC) or parliamentary committee on 

foreign affairs, a top advisory body. 

At the time of General Xu’s appointment in 

June, the South China Morning Post 

reported he was “a rising star” in the army 

and one of the youngest Lieutenant Generals 

appointed by Mr. Xi and was earlier chief of 

staff at the former 54th Army Corps “an 

elite PLA fighting force known for its 

involvement in the crackdown on a Tibetan 

uprising in 1959 and the suppression of the 

Tiananmen Square protests in 1989.” The 

army corps was merged into the 83rd Army 

Corps in 2015. 

“As tensions with India are escalating over 

border disputes, the Western Theatre 

Command needs a younger commander to 

lead frontier soldiers and officers in this 

current sensitive period,” an unnamed 

military insider told the South China 

Morning Post, adding that “Xu is 57 years 

old, five years younger than his 

predecessor.” 

 

Canada to ease travel restrictions for 

citizens, international students.  

 

Canada is all set to ease entry restrictions for 

international passengers from Monday, the 

Public Health Agency of Canada announced 

on July 3. This move is set to benefit 

Canadian citizens, permanent residents and 

their relatives, international students and 

some temporary workers who have valid 

work permit. 
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Here's more about the new guidelines issued 

by Canada: 

Canada will be easing travel restrictions 

only for citizens and permanent residents 

from Monday.All travellers will have to 

isolate at a government-approved hotel for 

three days while awaiting the result of their 

Covid-19 test done on arrival. 

Isolation is not required for individuals who 

are fully vaccinated with any of the vaccines 

approved by Canada. The country has so far 

approved the Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, 

Astra Zeneca/Covishield, and Johnson & 

Johnson vaccines. “Fully vaccinated 

travellers allowed to enter Canada may be 

exempted from federal quarantine and day 8 

testing starting July 5. Only vaccines 

approved by the Government of Canada will 

be accepted,” Health Canada and the Public 

Health Agency of Canada tweeted on July 3. 

Direct flights from India are banned till July 

21 until further notice. Those travelling to 

Canada via connecting flights will have to 

offer negative Covid test results, which has 

to be conducted at the final point of 

departure before entering Canada. 

Germany relaxes curbs on travellers from 

India and U.K. 

 

    Prior to the change in classification, 

travellers from the four countries were 

banned from entering Germany unless they 

were residents, in which case they had to 

quarantine for 14 days on arrival. 

Germany’s public health institute said on 

Monday the United Kingdom, India, 

Portugal and Russia were no longer “areas 

of variant concern”, reducing travel 

restrictions for people arriving from those 

countries. 

All four countries had been downgraded to 

“high incidence areas”, the Robert Koch 

Institute said, meaning their citizens can 

now travel to Germany and quarantine on 

arrival for 10 days. 

The quarantine period can be shortened to 

five days if they test negative for COVID-

19. 

“If you have spent time in a high incidence 

area prior to entry, the relevant test may not 

be conducted earlier than five days after 

entry,” the institute said on its website. 

Prior to the change in classification, 

travellers from the four countries were 

banned from entering Germany unless they 

were residents, in which case they had to 

quarantine for 14 days on arrival.The 

decisions, effective from Wednesday, come 

after Chancellor Angela Merkel said on 

Friday Britons who have had two COVID-

19 vaccinations would soon be able to travel 

to Germany without going into quarantine 

on arrival. 

Earlier on Monday, British Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson set out plans to end social and 

economic COVID-19 restrictions in England 

in two weeks’ time, a test of whether a rapid 
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vaccine rollout offers enough protection 

from the highly contagious Delta variant. 

 

Meet Modi government's women 

ministers 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Cabinet 

and Council of Ministers now has a total of 

11 women ministers.       

 

Women ministers of Modi government 

(Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Renuka Saruta 

continue to hold MoS rank 

Smriti Irani now has charge of the Ministry 

of Women and Child Development. Seven 

women were sworn in as MoS in the 

renewed Council of Ministers on 

Wednesday. Emphasis was laid on the 

representation of women in Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's renewed Cabinet. 

Compared to the outgoing Cabinet and 

Council of Ministers which comprised five 

women, the renewed Cabinet and Council of 

Ministers have a total of 11 women 

ministers. 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

continues to hold additional charge of the 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs. Smriti Irani 

has now been relieved of the Ministry of 

Textile and will continue to remain Minister 

of Women and Child Development (WCD). 

Apart from Sitharaman and Irani, BJP 

leaders Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti and Renuka 

Singh Saruta remained untouched by the 

reshuffle. Jyoti is MoS in the Ministry of 

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution, as well as the Ministry of Rural 

Development. Saruta, meanwhile, is MOS in 

the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.On 

Wednesday, seven women leaders were 

sworn in as ministers of state (MoS) in the 

renewed Council of Ministers. 

Anupriya Patel two-time Lok Sabha MP 

from Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh, Anupriya 

Patel has been appointed MoS in the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Anupriya Patel is the leader of Apna Dal, 

the BJP's NDA ally in Uttar Pradesh. She 

has also served as an MoS in the Ministry of 

Health during PM Modi's first term in 

office.Anupriya Patel taking the oath of 

office on Wednesday.  

Shobha Karandlaje-BJP MP from 

Karnataka's Udupi-Chikmagalur, Shobha 

Karandlaje, is also a two-time Member of 

Parliament. Apart from serving as a one-

time MLA and one-time MLC, she was also 

a part of the Karnataka government, holding 

portfolios such as Power, Rural 

Development and Food and Civil Supplies. 

Karandlaje has been given charge as MoS in 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' 

Welfare. 

Darshana Jardosh- Three-time MP from 

Surat in Gujarat, Darshana Jardosh has been 
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appointed as MoS in the Ministry of Textiles 

and Ministry of Railways. 

Prior to her election to the Lok Sabha, 

Jardosh was a Corporator of the Surat 

Municipal Corporation and also a member 

of the Gujarat Social Welfare Board. 

Meenakashi Lekhi- Serving her second term 

as Lok Sabha MP from Delhi, BJP leader 

Meenakashi Lekhi is a Supreme Court 

lawyer. She has also been a member of the 

New Delhi Municipal Corporation (NDMC), 

one of Delhi's three civic bodies.Lekhi has 

been given charge as MoS in the Ministry of 

External Affairs (MEA) and the Ministry of 

Culture. Meenakashi Lekhi taking the oath 

of office on Wednesday (Photo Credits: PTI) 

Annpurna Devi- A four-time MLA, 

Annpurna Devi is currently Lok Sabha MP 

from Kodarma in Jharkhand. She has held 

portfolios such as irrigation and Women and 

Child Welfare as a minister in the Jharkhand 

government. 

 

Annpurna Devi has been appointed as MoS 

in the Ministry of Education. 

Pratima Bhoumik- First-time BJP MP from 

Tripura West, Pratima Bhoumik, has been 

given charge of the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment as a Minister of 

State (MoS). Pratima Bhoumik taking the 

oath of office on Wednesday (Photo Credits: 

PTI) 

Dr Bharati Pawar  is a first-time Lok Sabha 

MP from Maharashtra's Dindori. She has 

also served as a member of the Nashik Zila 

Parishad. Pawar has been appointed as MoS 

in the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. 
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