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FOREWORD 

 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other group, except, of 

course, poets, and novelists. The difference is that while the latter has usually been admired for 

their writing, the public has almost always damned lawyers and judges for theirs. If this state 

of affairs has changed in recent times; it is only in that many lawyers and judges have now 

joined the rest of the world is complaining about the quality of legal prose. My best wishes to 

all these student contributors, for their future endeavours.  

My best wishes and assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge after 

reading this White Book and I assure you that it would be of great help sort during your 

Judiciary Preparation. It is not just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who has an interest in 

the field of law and wants to opt for the Judiciary Examination.  

By Rakshita Sharma  

Senior Associate, All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the Earth, 
May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be Peace in the 
Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be Peace in all the 
human beings, May there be Peace in All. 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE. 

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and oldest 
social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the civilization. 
Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace and harmony 
in the family are important for the all-around development of children. This White Book on 
How to Prepare for Judiciary Examination by All India Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about 
desired sensitivity in all duty holders and scribes. We are glad to be a part of the All India 
Forum. Here’s an introduction to our team: 

◆ Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar 

◆ Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman 

◆ Senior Manager: Rakshita Sharma 

◆ Manager: Ayesha Afrose 

◆ Researchers: 

• Priya Kumari  
 Yatin Sharma  
 Srivalli Chowdary  
 Urvashi  
 Komal Bhati 
 Kavya Bajaj 

 Divya Sharma 

 Aishwarya K 

◆ Editors: 

• Ayesha Afrose 
• Jigisha Agarwal 
• Gowthami Nalluri 
• Ananya Giri Upadhya 
• Tejaswi Sade 
• Ayush Shakya 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

Team All India Legal Forum has made all efforts to summarize the important aspects of how 

to prepare for Judiciary Examination retrieved from the current pursuing candidates and from 

the candidates those who have cleared. 
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OVERVIEW 

 

The White Paper gives an essential backing for the aspirants of Civil Services Exam ( IAS 

Exam). The UPSC conducts the most coveted test of them all every year to select candidates 

for various services and jobs in the Indian government. This paper contains in-depth theory 

and notes on each subject included in the curriculum, whether it is for the preliminary or 

main test. UPSC examinations are covered in detail in this paper, which includes a briefing 

on study material and quick points. Question Papers from earlier examinations are also 

included. 

A few crucial points: 

• Maps In-depth theory, reference aids, timetables and incentive for preparation are 

provided by the UPSC examination syllabus. 

• Is based on the most recent UPSC examination pattern. 

• Covers the whole curriculum. 

• Revision is essential. 
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CHAPTER 1-  

Know the exam 

"Omnipotence is not knowing how everything is 

done; it's just doing it." 
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                                                        WHAT IS UPSC EXAM? 

Introduction: 

The Union Public Service Commission administers the Civil Services Examination (CSE), 

which is a nationwide competitive examination in India for recruitment to the Indian 

Administrative Service and Indian Foreign Service, and Indian Police Service etc. The UPSC 

examination, also known simply as the UPSC, is divided into three phases: a preliminary 

examination consisting of two objective-type papers (General Studies Paper I and General 

Studies Paper-II, commonly known as the Civil Service Aptitude Test or CSAT), and a main 

exam consisting of nine traditional (essay) type papers, two of which are qualified and only 

seven are counted, followed by a personality test (Interview). During the entire process, a 

successful candidate must sit for 32 hours of examination. The Indian Administrative Service 

(IAS) previously known as the Imperial Civil Service (ICS) is the Civil Services Examination 

and one of India's most difficult competitive exams. The Union Public Service Commission 

holds this examination to appoint officials to the All-India Administrative Civil Service. 

 

EXAM  Civil Services Examination 

EXAM LEVEL  National  

ORGANIZING BODY  Union Public Service Commission  

(UPSC)  

EXAM TYPE  Pen and paper-based (Offline)  

NUMBER OF SERVICES  24 

NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS 06 Attempts 

NUMBER OF VACANCIES  Approximately 720 

ADMIT CARD  Online  

EXPECTED REGISTRATIONS More than 8 lakhs  
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Founded: 

In 1858, it is called Imperial Civil Services and from January 26, 1950, it is known as Indian 

Administrative Services. The Indian Administrative Service is the highest-ranking 

administrative civil service in the Indian government. Among the 24 services, such as IPS and 

IFS, IAS is the highest administrative position. The Civil Services Examination (CSE) also 

known as the IAS exam, is held every year by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), 

which is the central recruiting agency.  

The Indian Administrative Service (IAS) is the country's permanent bureaucracy and is a part 

of the executive branch. It is one of the three All India Services, and its personnel can work for 

the Union Government, state governments, and public sector organizations. IPS, IFS (Foreign), 

IFS (Forest), IP & TAFS, IAAS, IRS, IDAS, CMSE, IRTS, IRAS, IRPS, ITS, CAPF-AF, to 

name a few, have been referred to as one of the prestigious services among the 24 government 

services. All of these exams are administered by UPSC as part of the Civil Services 

Examination (CSE), which selects qualified applicants for various positions. Every year, lakhs 

of people take this exam, putting their luck and hard work to the test to be considered for one 

of these prestigious positions.  

It’s worth noting that any officer selected for the IAS can work for the Union government, state 

governments or public-sector undertakings and gain experience in a variety of positions, to 

name a few, there are collectors, heads of public sector units, commissioners, chief secretaries, 

and cabinet secretaries. Every year, between 9,00,000 and 10,00,000 candidates apply, with 

around 5,50,000 candidates appearing in the preliminary examination. The preliminary results 

are released in mid-August and the final results are released in May of the following year.  

Structure: 

Stage I: Preliminary Examination - Held in June every year. Results are announced in August. 

Stage II: Mains Examination - Held in October every year. Results are announced in January. 

Personality Test (interview) - Held in March. Final results are usually announced in May. 

The training program for the selected candidates usually commences the following September. 

The amount of job openings changes from year to year. The number of candidates who pass 

the preliminary examination is usually 11 or 12 times the number of vacancies, and the number 
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of candidates chosen for the final interview is twice as much. Reservation for SC/ST/OBC is 

implemented at each level of the selection process according to existing policies. 

1.)  Preliminary: 

Till 2010, the pattern of the preliminary examination was based on the Kothari Commission's 

(1979) recommendations. It consisted of two exams, one of 150 points for general studies and 

the other of 300 points for one of 23 optional subjects. The preliminary pattern was maintained 

until 2011 and later it was updated with only slight alterations every ten to fifteen years. From 

2011, the preliminary test places a greater emphasis on analytical abilities and comprehension 

rather than memorizing capacity. The new pattern includes two two-hour papers with a total of 

200 points. Only multiple-choice questions appear on both sheets.  The following are the 

details: 

- Paper I assess a candidate's knowledge of current events, Indian history and the 

Indian national movement, Indian and global geography, Indian polity and 

governance, economic and social development, environmental ecology, 

biodiversity, climate change, and general science, as well as art and culture. 

- Paper-II (also known as the Civil Services Aptitude Test or CSAT) assesses a 

candidate's understanding, interpersonal skills, communication, logical 

reasoning, analytical ability, decision-making, problem-solving, basic 

numeracy, data interpretation, English language comprehension skills, and 

mental ability. It is a qualifying exam, and the results will not be utilized to 

decide merit. However, to qualify for the Prelims exam, the candidate must 

score at least 33% in this paper. 

CSAT English scores will not be utilized for grading or merit, and candidates from 2011 may 

be offered another chance to take the test next year. 

In May 2015, the Indian government declared that Paper-II of the preliminary examination will 

be qualifying in nature, meaning it would not be assessed for Mains Examination eligibility 

and that a candidate must score atleast 33% to be eligible for grading based on Paper I of the 

Preliminary Examination marks. Those who pass the Prelims are eligible to take the Mains. 
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2.) Mains: 

The Civil Services Mains Exam consists of two parts: a written test and an interview. 

Written test: 

The written examination is made up of nine papers, two of which are qualified and seven of 

which are ranked in nature. The range of questions can be anywhere from one mark to sixty 

marks with responses ranging from twenty words to 600 words. Each paper takes 3 hours to 

complete. Candidates who pass the qualifying exams are ranked according to their grades, and 

a small number of them are invited to an interview or a personality test at the commissioner's 

discretion. 

According to the new mark allocations in the Civil Service Examination 2013, various 

adjustments to the examination have been implemented in accordance to the suggestions of the 

Prof. Arun. S. Nigavekar Committee. The qualifying papers for Indian languages and English 

were reintroduced after a considerable disagreement. 

List of languages: The following languages are included in the examinations with the script in 

the brackets:  

 Assamese (Assamese) 

 Bengali (Bengali) 

 Bodo (Devanagari) 

 Dogri (Devanagari) 

 English (English) 

 Gujarati (Gujarati) 

 Hindi (Devanagari) 

 Kannada (Kannada) 

 Kashmiri (Persian) 

 Konkani (Devanagari) 

 Maithili (Devanagari) 
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 Malayalam (Malayalam) 

 Manipuri (Bengali) 

 Marathi (Devanagari) 

 Nepali (Devanagari) 

 Odia (Odia) 

 Punjabi (Gurumukhi) 

 Sanskrit (Devanagari) 

 Santhali (Devanagri or Ol Chiki) 

 Sindhi (Devanagari or Arabic) 

 Tamil (Tamil)  

 Telugu (Telugu) 

 Urdu (Persian) 

Optional Subject: The optional subjects for papers VI and VII are: 

 Agriculture 

 Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Science 

 Anthropology 

 Botany 

 Chemistry 

 Civil Engineering 

 Commerce and Accountancy 

 Economics 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Geography 

 Geology 
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 History 

 Law 

 Literature of any one of the languages listed above 

 Management 

 Mathematics 

 Mechanical Engineering 

 Medical Science 

 Philosophy 

 Physics 

 Political Science and International Relations 

 Psychology 

 Public Administration 

 Sociology 

 Urdu 

 Statistics 

 Zoology 

PAPER  Subject Marks  

PAPER A One of the Indian Languages 

listed above to be selected by 

the candidate (From the 

languages listed in the Eighth 

Schedule of the Constitution 

of India) (Qualifying)  

 

 

 

 

300 

PAPER B English (Qualifying)  300 
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PAPER I Essay  

 

250 

PAPER II General Studies 1 (Indian 

heritage and culture, history 

and geography of the world 

and Society) 

 

 

 

250 

PAPER III General Studies II 

(Governance, Constitution, 

Polity, Social Justice, and 

International Relations)  

 

 

 

250 

PAPER IV General Studies III 

(Technology, economic 

development, Biodiversity, 

Environment, Security and 

Disaster Management)  

 

 

 

250 

 

PAPER V General Studies IV (Ethics, 

Aptitude, and Integrity)  

 

 

250 

 

PAPER VI AND VII Two papers on one subject 

are to be selected by the 

candidate from the list of 

Optional subjects given 

above. (250 marks for each 

paper)  

 

 

 

500 
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SUBTOTAL (WRITTEN 

TEST)  

 

  

1750 

PERSONALITY TEST  

 

  

275 

3.) Interview: 

The goal of the interview, formally known as the "Personality Test", is for a board of competent 

and neutral observers to assess the candidate's appropriateness for a career in public service. 

The purpose of the test is to determine a candidate's mental aptitude. In broad terms, this is a 

test of not only a candidate's academic abilities, but also their social and interpersonal skills. 

Mental acuity, critical absorption capacities, clear and logical explanation, judgmental balance, 

diversity and depth of interest, the ability for social cohesion and leadership, and intellectual 

and moral integrity are some of the qualities that will be assessed. The interview method is a 

natural, but concentrated and planned discourse geared at showing the candidate's mental 

capacity, rather than a severe cross-examination. 

The purpose of the interview is not to examine the candidate's specialized or general 

knowledge, which has already been tested through written papers. Candidates are expected to 

show an intelligent interest not just in their academic specialities, but also on current events 

both within and outside their state or country, as well as modern currents of thought and 

discoveries that should pique the interest of every well-educated youth. The interview 

requirement is fairly rigorous, involving a great deal of preparation as well attention.  
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NATURE OF THE EXAM 

 

The UPSC conducts common examinations for different administrative services across India. 

UPSC was started in 1926 by Sir Ross Barker with a motivation to provide quality government 

employees for each state. It is a taxpayer-driven organisation.  

UPSC conducts the Civil Services Exam (CSE) to enroll candidates into services such as the 

IAS, IPS, etc. IAS officials play a major role in the planning and execution of government 

projects, thereby influencing the everyday person the most. IPS officials keep the general 

public safe by maintaining the rule of law and harmony (especially in an emergency), and 

mitigating crime rates.  

2021 Prelims Exam Centres: 

Agartala Ghaziabad Gautam Buddh Nagar 

Agra Gorakhpur Panaji (Goa) 

Ajmer Gurgaon Patna 

Ahmedabad Gwalior Port Blair 

Aizawl Hyderabad Puducherry 

Aligarh Imphal Pune 

Prayagraj(Allahabad) Indore Raipur 

Anantpur(Andhra) Itanagar Rajkot 
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Aurangabad Jabalpur Ranchi 

Bengaluru Jaipur Sambalpur 

Bareilly Jammu Shillong 

Bhopal Jodhpur Shimla 

Bilaspur Jorhat Siligudi 

Chandigarh Kochi Srinagar 

Chennai Kohima Thane 

Coimbatore Kolkata Thiruvananthapuram 

Cuttack Kozhikode (Calicut) Tiruchirapalli 

Dehradun Lucknow Tirupati 

Delhi Ludhiana Udaipur 

Dharwad Madurai Varanasi 

Dispur Mumbai Vellore 

Faridabad Mysuru Vijayawada 

Gangtok Nagpur Vishakhapatnam 
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2021 Mains Exam centres: 

Aurangabad Jabalpur Rajkot 

Bangalore Jaipur Ranchi 

Bareilly Jammu Sambalpur 

Bhopal Jodhpur Shillong 

Bilaspur Jorhat Shimla 

Chandigarh Kochi Siliguri 

Chennai Kohima Srinagar 

Coimbatore Kolkata Thane 

Cuttack Kozhikode (Calicut) Thiruvananthapuram 

Dehradun Lucknow Tiruchirapalli 

Delhi Ludhiana Tirupati 

Dharwad Madurai Udaipur 

Dispur Mumbai Varanasi 

Faridabad Mysore Vellore 

Gangtok Nagpur Vijayawada 

Gaya Navi Mumbai Visakhapatnam 

Ghaziabad Gautam Buddh Nagar Warangal 

Gaya Navi Mumbai Warangal 
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Reservations: 

CATEGORY UPPER AGE 

LIMIT 

NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS 

General 32 6 

OBC 35 9 

SC/ST 37 Unlimited (up to age limit) 

Disabled Defence Services Personnel 35 9 

Ex-Servicemen 37 9 

Persons with 

Benchmark Disability – EWS 

(Economically Weaker Section) 

42 9 

CATEGORY RESERVATION REMARKS 

General (EWS) 10% EWS = Economically Weaker Sections 

SC 15% 

OBC, SC & ST total = 49.5% 

ST 7.5% 

OBC 27% Creamy layer excluded 
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WHAT MAKES THE UPSC A DEAL-BREAKER FOR MOST 

ASPIRANTS? 

There is a certain hype and dedication towards clearing competitive exams. While the post of 

a civil servant is honourable, there are also several other monetary and non-monetary benefits 

that justifies putting up a fight and a few attempts.  

The following are the posts and their pay scale in detail as per the 7th Pay Commission1.  

TYPE- 

All India Civil Services: 

1.1.  Indian Administrative Service (IAS) - IAS is similar to the support service of the 

Central government and state governments of India. IAS cadre plays an important role 

in formulating and implementing Government policies. They also act as advisors to 

the ministers on various issues like maintenance of law and order and supervising the 

implementation of aforementioned policies. 

The Pay Scale of an IAS Officer ranges from INR 56,100 to INR 2,50,000 per month 

depending upon the post. 

IAS SALARY: 

Grade Pay Scale (INR) 
Grade Pay 

(INR) 

Years of Service 

Required 

Junior Scale 
50,000 - 

1,50,000 
16,500 NA 

Senior Time Scale 
50,000 - 

1,50,001 
20,000 5 years 

Junior Administrative 

Grade 

50,000 - 

1,50,002 
23,000 9 years 

 
1 Report of the Seventh Central Pay Commission, Ministry of Finance, Government of India (November 2015)  
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Selection Grade 
1,00,000 - 

2,00,000 
26,000 12 to 15 years 

Super Time Scale 
1,00,000 - 

2,00,000 
30,000 17 to 20 years 

Above Super Time Scale 
1,00,000 - 

2,00,000 
30,000 Varies 

Apex Scale 
2,25,000 

(Fixed) 
NA 

Varies (around 30 

years) 

Cabinet Secretary Grade 
2,50,000 

(Fixed) 
NA Varies 

IAS Pay Level and Posts: 

Pay Level 

(years in service) 

Basic Pay 

(INR) 
Post 

10 

(1-4 years) 
56,100 

The Sub-Divisional Magistrate in District Administration 

Undersecretary in State Secretariat 

Assistant Secretary in Central Secretariat 

11 

(5-8 years) 
67,700 

Additional District Magistrate in District Administration 

Deputy Secretary in State Secretariat 
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Under-Secretary in Central Secretariat 

12 

(9-12 year) 
78,800 

District Magistrate in District Administration 

Joint Secretary in State Secretariat 

Deputy Secretary in Central Secretariat 

13 

(13-16 years) 
1,18,500 

District magistrate in District Administration 

Special secretary-cum-director in State Secretariat 

Director in Central Secretariat 

14 

(16-24 years) 
1,44,200 

Divisional Commissioner in District Administration 

Secretary-cum-Commissioner in State Secretariat 

Joint Secretary in Central Secretariat 

15 

(25-30 years) 
1,82,200 

Divisional Commissioner in District Administration 

Principal Secretary in State Secretariat 

Additional Secretary in Central Secretariat 

16 

(30-33 years) 
2,05,400 Additional Chief Secretary in State Secretariat 
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17 

(34-36 years) 
2,25,000 

Chief Secretary in State Secretariat 

Secretary in Central Secretariat 

18 

(37+ years) 
2,50,000 Cabinet Secretary of India 

 

1.2. Indian Police Service (IPS) -. An IPS Officer plays an essential role in establishing law 

and order at ground zero and levels beyond in the country.  

The Pay Scale of an IPS Officer is in between Rs. 39,000 to Rs. 2,12,650 per month 

depending on how low or high the rank is.  

IPS SALARY:  

IPS RANKS IN STATE 

POLICE/CENTRAL POLICE 

FORCE 

THE EQUIVALENT 

POSITION IN DELHI 

POLICE 

IPS SALARY – 7TH PAY 

COMMISSION PAY 

SCALE 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 

POLICE/ DIRECTOR OF IB OR 

CBI 

Commissioner of Police 2,25,000.00 INR 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 

POLICE 

Special Commissioner of 

Police 

2,05,400.00 INR 

INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 

POLICE 

Joint Commissioner of 

Police 

1,44,200.00 INR 

DEPUTY INSPECTOR 

GENERAL OF POLICE 

Additional Commissioner 

of Police 

1,31,100.00 INR 

SENIOR SUPERINTENDENT 

OF POLICE 

Deputy Commissioner of 

Police 

78,800.00 INR 



 

25 | P a g e  
 

ADDITIONAL 

SUPERINTENDENT OF 

POLICE 

Additional Deputy 

Commissioner of Police 

67,700.00 INR 

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF POLICE 

Assistant Commissioner of 

Police 

56,100.00 INR 

  

The monthly salary of an IPS officer at the entry-level and the monthly salary of an IPS officer 

at the highest level: 

LEVEL BASIC PAY 

ENTRY LEVEL (STARTING SALARY) Rs 56,100 

MAXIMUM PAY Rs 2,25,000 

 

1.3.  Indian Forest Service (IFoS)- The highest designation under IFoS is currently serving 

with GoI, is the Director-General of Forests. And, for the State Government, it is 

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests. The Indian Forest Service Cadre is managed 

under the Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change.  

Indian Forest Services Salary Scale varies from Rs 15600 to Rs 67000 depending upon 

the rank. 

IFoS Salary 

GRADE DESIGNATION IN 

STATE GOV. 

DESIGNATION 

IN GOI 

BASIC 

MONTHLY 

SALARY 

JUNIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Assistant Conservator 

of Forests/ Assistant 

Deputy Conservator of 

Forests 

Assistant Inspector 

General of Forests 

INR 56,100 

SENIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Deputy conservator of 

Forests 

Assistant Inspector 

General of Forests 

INR 67,700 
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JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Deputy conservator of 

Forests 

Assistant Inspector 

General of Forests 

INR 78,800 

SELECTION GRADE Deputy conservator of 

Forests (Selection 

Grade) 

Assistant Inspector 

General of Forests 

INR 1,18,500 

SUPER TIME SCALE Conservator of 

Forests/Chief Wildlife 

Warden 

Deputy Inspector 

General of Forests 

INR I,50,000 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Chief Conservator of 

Forests 

Inspector General of 

Forests 

INR 1,75,000 

HAG SCALE Additional Principal 

Chief Conservator of 

Forests 

- INR 2,00,000 

HAG+ SCALE Principal Conservator of 

Forests 

Additional Director 

General of Forests 

INR 2,05,400 

APEX SCALE Principal Chief 

Conservator of Forests 

(Head of Forest Force) 

Director General of 

Forests 

INR 2,25,000 

  

1. Group ‘A’ Civil Services 

1.1. Indian Foreign Service (IFS) - IFS officers work on the foreign affairs of India in posts 

such as High Commissioner, Ambassador, etc. IFS Salary is between Rs 12,750 to Rs 

90,000 per month depending on the rank. 

1.2.  Indian Audit and Accounts Service (IA&AS) - This cadre comes under the purview 

of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG). This cadre performs the financial 

auditing for Central and State Governments and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs).   

Grade and Payscale of Indian Audit & Accounts Service (IA&AS): 

DESIGNATION PAY SCALE 

(RS.) 

GRADE 
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 8000-275-13500 Junior Time Scale 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 10000-325-15200 Senior Time Scale 

DIRECTOR 12300-375-16500 Junior Administrative Grade 

DIRECTOR 14300-400-18300 NFSG of Junior Administrative 

Grade 

PRINCIPAL DIRECTOR 18400-500-22400 Senior Administrative Grade 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL 22400-525-24500 
 

ADDITIONAL DEPUTY 

CAG 

24050-650-26000 
 

DEPUTY CAG (6 POSTS) 26000 (fixed)  
 

The salary can be extended up to Rs 42000 per month depending on the rank.  

1.3. Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS) - They function under the Ministry of Finance. 

The head of this cadre is the Controller General of Accounts.   

ICAS SALARY:-  

GRADE PAY LEVEL 

ASSISTANT CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS Rs.56100 

ASSISTANT CONTROLLER GENERAL OF 

ACCOUNTS/DEPUTY CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS 

Rs.67700 – 

Rs.78800 

DEPUTY CONTROLLER GENERAL OF ACCOUNTS/ 

CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS 

Rs.118500- 

Rs.144200 

JOINT CONTROLLER GENERAL OF ACCOUNTS/CHIEF 

CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS 

Rs.182200 

PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS Rs.205400 

ADDITIONAL CONTROLLER GENERAL OF ACCOUNTS Rs.225000 

CONTROLLER GENERAL OF ACCOUNTS Rs.250000 

 

1.4. Indian Corporate Law Service (ICLS) - This service functions under the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs. The primary objective of this service is to govern the corporate 

sector in India.  
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Grades and payscale of ICLS Cadre: 

GRADE DESIGNATIONS PAYSCALE 

JUNIOR TIME SCALE 1. Registrar of Companies 

2. Official Liquidator 

3. Registrar of Companies cum 

Official Liquidator 

4. Assistant Registrar of 

Companies 

5. Assistant Official Liquidator 

6. Assistant Director 

7. Bench Officer – Company 

Law Board 

15600 – 39100 + 

Grade Pay 5400 

SENIOR TIME SCALE 1. Registrar of Companies 

2. Official Liquidator 

3. Deputy Registrar of 

Companies 

4. Deputy Official Liquidator 

5. Deputy Director 

15600 – 39100 + 

Grade Pay 6600 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

1. Registrar of Companies 

2. Official Liquidator 

3. Joint Director 

4. Secretary, Company Law 

Board 

15600 – 39100 + 

Grade Pay 7600 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

1. Regional Director 

2. Director of Inspection and 

Investigation 

3. Director 

37400 – 67000 + 

Grade Pay 10000 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Director-General of Corporate 

Affairs (DGCA) 

67000 – 79000 
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1.5. Indian Defence Accounts Service (IDAS)- This cadre is under the Ministry of 

Defence. IDAS cadre officers mainly serve under Border Roads Organisation (BRO), 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), and Ordnance Factories. 

The main objective of this cadre is to audit defense account. 

The grades and pay scales of IDAS- 

GRADE DESIGNATIONS IN DIFFERENT OFFICES PAY 

SCALES HQ PCDA/CDA Factory 

Side 

Integrated 

Financial 

Advice 

(IFA) Side 

JUNIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Assistant 

Controller 

General of 

Defence 

Accounts 

(ACGDA) 

Assistant 

Controller of 

Defence 

Accounts 

(ACDA) 

Assistant 

Controller 

of Finance 

and 

Accounts 

(ACFA) 

Deputy 

Integrated 

Financial 

Advisor 

(Dy IFA) 

15600-

39100 + 

Grade 

Pay 5400 

SENIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Senior 

ACGDA 

Deputy 

Controller of 

Defence 

Accounts 

(DCDA) 

Deputy 

Controller 

of Finance 

and 

Accounts 

(DCFA) 

Senior Dy 

IFA 

15600-

39100 + 

Grade 

Pay 6600 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE (JAG) 

Deputy 

CGDA 

Joint 

Controller of 

Defence 

Accounts 

Joint 

Controller 

of Finance 

and 

Accounts 

Join IFA 15600-

39100 + 

Grade 

Pay 7600 

NON-

FUNCTIONAL 

SELECTION 

GRADE OF JAG 

Senior 

Deputy 

CGDA 

Additional 

Controller of 

Defence 

Accounts 

Additional 

Controller 

of Finance 

and 

Accounts 

Additional 

IFA 

37400-

67000 + 

Grade 

Pay 8700 
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SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Joint 

CGDA 

Controller of 

Defence 

Accounts 

(CDA) 

Controller 

of Finance 

and 

Accounts 

(CFA) 

IFA 37400-

67000 + 

Grade 

Pay 

10000 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Principal 

Controller 

of Defence 

Accounts 

Principal 

Controller of 

Finance and 

Accounts 

Principal 

IFA 

67000 

(annual 

increment 

@3%) – 

79000 

 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE + 

Additional 

CGDA 

—— —— —— 75500 

(annual 

increment 

@3%) – 

80000 

APEX Controller 

General of 

Defence 

Accounts 

(CGDA) 

—— —— —— 80000 

(Fixed) 

 

1.6. Indian Defence Estates Service (IDES) - The primary objective of this service is to 

manage the cantonments and land belonging to the defense establishment.  

The grade pay is as follows: 

GRADE  PAY 

SCALE 

(INR) 

DESIGNATION DESIGNATION IN 

HEADQUARTERS 

JUNIOR TIME 

GRADE OFFICER 

Between 

8000-

275-

13500 

Serves as Cantonment 

Executive Officer 

(CEO) or alternative 

post as Defence 

Estates Officer (DEO) 

Deputy Assistant DG in 

DG’s office. They could also 

alternatively serve as 

Assistant Director in the 

office of Director Defence 
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Estates, at Command 

headquarters 

SENIOR TIME 

GRADE OFFICER 

Between 

10000-

325-

15200 

Cantonment 

Executive Officer 

(CEO) or alternative 

post as Defence 

Estates Officer (DEO) 

Assistant DG in DG’s office. 

They could also alternatively 

serve as Deputy Director in 

the office of Director 

Defence Estates at command 

headquarters 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE OFFICER 

Between 

12000-

375-

16500 

Cantonment 

Executive Officer 

(CEO) or alternative 

post as Defence 

Estates Officer (DEO) 

Deputy Director in DG’s 

office. 

Alternatively, serve as the 

Joint Director of the Director 

Defence Estates at command 

headquarters 

SELECTION GRADE 

OFFICER 

Between 

14300-

400-

18300 

Cantonment 

Executive Officer 

(CEO) or alternative 

post as Defence 

Estates Officer (DEO) 

Deputy Director in DG’s 

office. 

Alternative role as Joint 

Director in the Director 

Defence Estates at command 

headquarters 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE OFFICER 

Between 

18400-

500-

22400 

No specific roles Director Defence Estates at 

Command HQ. 

Alternatively, as Additional 

DG in DG’s office. 

Could also be posted as 

Director, NIDEM 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE OFFICER 

Between 

22400-

525-

24500 

No specific roles Senior Additional DG in 

DG’s office. Could also 

serve as Principal Director at 

command HQ 
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DIRECTOR-

GENERAL OF 

DEFENCE ESTATES 

26000 

(fixed 

pay) 

No specific roles Director-General of Defence 

Estates (Same role) 

 

1.7. Indian Information Service (IIS) - This service is responsible for managing the media 

wing of the GoI. The responsibility of this service is to act as a bridge b/w the 

Government and the public. IIS comes under the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting. The salary ranges from INR 15,600 – 39100 + Grade Pay of INR 5400 

to INR 80000. 

GRADE POST 

JUNIOR TIME SCALE Assistant Director, ANI, News Reporter/ Correspondent, Field 

Publicity Officer, Assistant Regional & Research Officer, 

Assistant Director (Monitoring), 

SENIOR TIME SCALE Assistant Press Registrar, Deputy Director, Editor, Copy 

Tester, Research Officer, Campaign Officer, Senior 

Correspondent-Cum-Editor, Regional Officer, Public 

Relations Officer, Officer On Special Duty, Talks Officers, 

Public Relations Officer, Special Correspondent (Abroad), 

Senior Correspondent 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Joint Director (News), Deputy Press Registrar, Editor-In-

Chief, Special Correspondent (Abroad), Director (Media), 

Joint Director, Chief (Media) 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE (NFSG) 

Director 

  

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Director, Registrar Of Newspapers For India, Special 

Correspondent (Abroad), Additional Director General (News) 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Director General (News) 

  

Director-General / Principal Information Officer 
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1.8. Indian Ordnance Factories Service (IOFS)- This service is tasked with the 

responsibility of managing a large number of Indian Ordnance Factories producing 

defense equipment, arms, and other ammunition. This service is managed by the 

Ministry of Defence.  

GRADE GRADE 

PAY 

PAY SCALE SALARY 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE (SAG) 

Rs. 10,000 Rs. 37,400 – Rs. 

67,000 

Rs. 47,400 – Rs. 

77,000 

JUNIOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE (JAG) 

Rs. 8,700 Rs. 37,400 – Rs. 

67,000 

Rs. 46,100 – Rs. 

75,700 

SENIOR TIME SCALE (NON-

FUNCTIONAL) 

Rs. 7,600 Rs. 15,600 – Rs. 

39,100 

Rs. 23,200 – Rs. 

46,700 

SENIOR TIME SCALE 

(FUNCTIONAL) 

Rs. 6,600 Rs. 15,000 – Rs. 

39,100 

Rs. 21,600 – Rs. 

45,700 

JUNIOR TIME SCALE Rs. 5,400 Rs. 15,600 – Rs. 

39,100 

Rs. 21,000 – Rs. 

44,500 

 

1.9. Indian Post & Telecommunication Accounts and Finance Service (I P & T AFS) – It 

was constituted in 1973. It is an Accounts and Finance Service to the Department of 

Telecom & Department of Posts. This position carries with it a possibility for posting 

throughout the country. 

Indian P&T Accounts & Finance Service Salary and Ranks 

S. 

NO. 

NAME OF THE POST & 

PAY SCALE 

THE MINIMUM QUALIFYING SERVICE 

FOR PROMOTION 

1 Junior Time Scale PB-3 Rs. 

15600-39100 + Grade Pay Rs. 

5400 

Min. service for promotion: On initial 

Recruitment 

2 Senior Time Scale PB-3 Rs. 

15600-39100 + Grade Pay Rs. 

6600 

Min. service for promotion: On completion of four 

years of approved service as of 1st January of the 

year 
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3 Junior Administrative Grade 

PB-3 Rs. 15600-39100 + Grade 

Pay of Rs. 7600 

Min. service for promotion: On completion of 9 

years of approved service as of 1st January of the 

year 

4 Selection Grade in Junior 

Administrative Grade PB-4 Rs. 

37400-67000 + Grade Pay of Rs. 

8700 

Min. service for promotion: Junior Administrative 

Grade officers who have entered into 13th year of 

service on 1st January of the year of examination 

5 Senior Administrative Grade 

PB-4 Rs. 37400-67000 + Grade 

Pay of Rs. 10000 

Min. service for promotion: On completion of 17 

years of approved service with four-year regular 

service in Junior Administrative Grade as of 1st 

January of the year 

6 Higher Administrative Grade 

Rs. 67000 (annual increment @ 

3%)-79000 

Min. service for promotion: Senior Administrative 

Grade Officers with three years of regular service 

in the Grade as of 1st January 

7 Higher Administrative Grade 

Rs. 75500—80000 

Min. service for promotion: Officers in Higher 

Administrative Grade or Senior Administrative 

Grade Officers with three years of regular service 

in the Grade as of 1st January 

 

1.10 Indian Railway Accounts Service (IRAS) - IRAS officers are responsible for maintaining 

and managing the finances and accounts of the Indian Railways. The starting salary of 

Indian Railway Accounts Service Officer is between Rs 15,600 and Rs 39,100. 

GRADE DESIGNATION 

IN 

MINISTRIES 

DESIGNATION 

ON RAILWAYS 

PAYSCALE GRADE 

PAY 

JUNIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Assistant 

divisional 

accounts officer 

Assistant 

Financial 

Advisor/ Assistant 

Divisional 

Financial 

Manager/ 

Assistant 

Rs.15,600-

39100 

Rs.5400 
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Workshop 

Accounts Officer/ 

Assistant 

Financial Advisor 

(Traffic)/ 

Assistant 

Electronic Data 

Processing 

Manager 

SENIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Deputy Director 

in GOI 

Senior Assistant 

Financial 

Advisor/ 

Divisional 

Financial 

Manager/ 

Workshop 

Accounts Officer/ 

Senior Assistant 

Financial 

Advisor/ 

Electronic Data 

Processing 

Manager/ Senior 

System Analyst/ 

Deputy Director 

(Railway Board) 

Rs.15,600-

39,100 

Rs.6600 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Deputy Secretary 

in GOI 

Deputy Financial 

Advisor & Chief 

Accounts Officer/ 

Senior Electronic 

Data Processing 

Manager/ Joint 

Rs.15,600-

39,100  

Rs.7600 
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Director (Railway 

Board) 

SELECTION 

GRADE 

Director in GOI Deputy Financial 

Advisor & Chief 

Accounts Officer/ 

Director (Railway 

Board) 

Rs.37,400-

67,000 

Rs.8700 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Joint Secretary to 

GOI/ Secretary in 

State 

Government 

Financial Advisor 

& Chief Accounts 

Officer/ Executive 

Director(Railway 

Board) 

Rs.37,400-

67,000 

Rs.10,000 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Additional 

Secretary in GOI/ 

Principal 

Secretary in State 

Government 

Principal 

Financial Advisor 

& Chief Accounts 

Officer/ Advisor 

(Railway Board) 

Rs.37,400-

67,000 

Rs.12,000 

 

 

 

 

GRADE RAILWAY 

STAFF 

COLLEGE 

DIVISION ZONAL/ 

PRODUCTION 

UNIT HQ 

WORK

SHOP/ 

OTHER 

UNITS 

RAILWAY 

BOARD 

GOI 

UNDER 

CENTRAL 

STAFFING 

SCHEME 

PAYS

CALE 
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JTS IRPS(Probat

ioner)/ APO/ 

Asst. 

Professor 

Assistant 

Personnel 

Officer 

Assistant 

Personnel 

Officer 

Assista

nt 

Person

nel 

Officer 

—— —— Rs. 

15,60

0-

39100 

+ 

Grade 

Pay 

Rs.54

00 

STS Professor Divisional 

Personnel 

Officer 

Senior 

Personnel 

Officer 

Works

hop 

Person

nel 

Officer

/ 

Senior 

Person

nel 

Officer 

Under 

Secretary 

Under 

Secretary 

Rs. 

15,60

0-

39,10

0 

+ 

Grade 

Pay 

Rs.66

00 

JAG Professor Senior 

Divisional 

Personnel 

Officer 

Deputy Chief 

Personnel 

Officer 

Deputy 

Chief 

Person

nel 

Officer 

Deputy 

Secretary 

Deputy 

Secretary 

Rs. 

15,60

0-

39,10

0 

+ 

Grade 

Pay 

Rs.76

00 
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SG Professor Senior 

Divisional 

Personnel 

Officer 

Deputy Chief 

Personnel 

Officer 

Deputy 

Chief 

Person

nel 

Officer 

Director Director Rs. 

37,40

0-

67,00

0 

+ 

Grade 

Pay 

Rs.87

00 

SAG Senior 

Professor 

—— Chief 

Personnel 

Officer 

Chief 

Person

nel 

Officer 

Executive 

Director 

Joint 

Secretary 

Rs. 

37,40

0-

67,00

0 

+ 

Grade 

Pay 

Rs.10,

000 

HAG —— —— Chief 

Personnel 

Officer 

Chief 

Person

nel 

Officer 

Adviser Additional 

Secretary 

67000

-3%-

7900 

 

1.10. Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS)2- 

Their primary responsibility is revenue generation for Indian Railways. This service 

acts as the bridge between railways and public; railways and corporate sector. This 

service should manage the operation and commercial wings of Indian Railways. 

IRTS Grade Pay and Salary: 

 
2 (Indian Railway Traffic Service - What is IRTS, 2021) 
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GRADE DESIGNATION 
IN FIELD 

(COMMERCIAL
) 

DESIGNATION 
IN FIELD 

(OPERATIONS
) 

DESIGNATIO
N IN 

RAILWAYS 

PAYSCAL
E 

JUNIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Assistant 

Commercial 

Manager 

Assistant 

Operations 

Manager 

—— Rs.15,600-

39100 

(Grade Pay 

Rs.5400) 

SENIOR TIME 

SCALE 

Divisional 

Commercial 

Manager 

Divisional 

Operations 

Manager 

—— Rs. 15,600-

39,100 

(Grade Pay 

Rs.6600) 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIV

E GRADE 

Senior 

Divisional 

Commercial 

Manager 

Senior 

Divisional 

Operations 

Manager 

—— Rs. 15,600-

39,100 

(Grade Pay 

Rs.7600) 

SELECTION 

GRADE 

Senior 

Divisional 

Commercial 

Manager/ 

Deputy Chief 

Commercial 

Manager 

Senior 

Divisional 

Operations 

Manager/ 

Deputy Chief 

Operations 

Manager 

—— Rs. 37,400-

67,000 

(Grade Pay 

Rs.8700) 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIV

E GRADE 

Chief 

Commercial 

Manager/ Chief 

Claims Officer 

Chief 

Operations 

Manager/ Chief 

Freight 

Transportation 

Manager/ Chief 

Passenger 

Transportation 

Manager/ Chief 

Traffic 

Executive 

Director 

  

Rs. 37,400-

67,000 

(Grade Pay 

Rs.10,000) 
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Planning 

Manager 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIV

E GRADE 

Chief 

Commercial 

Manager 

Chief 

Operations 

Manager 

Additional 

Member/ 

Additional 

Advisor 

  

67000-3%-

79000 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIV

E GRADE + 

—— —— Member 

(Traffic) 

80000 

 

1.11. Indian Revenue Service (IRS)3- IRS 

functions under the Ministry of Finance. The primary objective of this cadre is to 

collect direct and indirect taxes. The IRS officer’s salary depends on their 

position or post, and the salary of an IRS officer per month also depends on 

the branch of the IRS. There are two branches of IRS: 

1. IRS Income Tax 

2. IRS Customs and Central Excise 

IRS officers work under the Department of Revenue in the Union Ministry of 

Finance. IRS is part of the group A services of UPSC. 

POST  IRS SALARY PER 

MONTH 

GRADE 

PAY 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF 

INCOME TAX 

₹15600-₹39100 ₹5400 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF INCOME 

TAX 

₹15600-₹39100 ₹6600 

JOINT COMMISSIONER OF INCOME 

TAX 

₹15600-₹39100 ₹7600 

ADDITIONAL COMMISSIONER OF 

INCOME TAX 

₹37400-₹67000 ₹8700 

 
3 (IRS Officer Salary Per Month in India: Decoding the Indian Revenue Service UPSC - 
UPSC Pathshala, 2021). 
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COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TAX ₹37400-₹67000 ₹10000 

PRINCIPAL COMMISSIONER OF 

INCOME TAX 

₹67000-₹79000 Nil 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF INCOME 

TAX 

₹75500-₹80000 Nil 

PRINCIPAL CHIEF COMMISSIONER 

OF INCOME TAX 

₹80000 Fixed Nil 

 

1.12. Indian Trade Service4- The primary goal of 

this cadre is to manage the International Trade and Commerce for the country. This 

cadre comes under the Ministry of Commerce and is headed by the Directorate General 

of Foreign Trade (DGFT). 

GRADE DESIGNATIONS SALARY 

JUNIOR TIME SCALE Assistant Director-General of Foreign Trade Rs. 15,600-

39100 

+ 

Grade Pay 

Rs.5400 

SENIOR TIME SCALE Deputy Director-General of Foreign Trade/ 

Under Secretary 

Rs. 15,600-

39,100 

+ 

Grade Pay 

Rs.6600 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Joint Director General of Foreign Trade/ 

Deputy Secretary 

Rs. 15,600-

39,100 

+ 

Grade Pay 

Rs.7600 

SELECTION GRADE Joint Director General of Foreign Trade/ 

Director 

Rs. 37,400-

67,000 

 
4 (Indian Trade Service (ITS) - Service Profile of Group “A” Civil Service, 2021) 
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+ 

Grade Pay 

Rs.8700 

SENIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Additional Director General of Foreign Trade/ 

Development Commissioner, Special 

Economic Zone/ Trade Advisor 

Rs. 37,400-

67,000 

+ 

Grade Pay 

Rs.10,000 

HIGHER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE 

Director-General of Foreign Trade/ Senior 

Development Commissioner, Special 

Economic Zone 

67000-3%-

79000 

 

1.13. Railway Protection Force (RPF)5- The 

objective of this cadre is to provide foolproof security to Indian Railway passengers 

and protect the property and assets of Indian Railways. RPF is a Paramilitary force, 

RPF Constables’ pay scale is Rs 5200/- to Rs 20200/- along with grade pay of Rs 

2000/-. However, the amount of the salary depends on the candidates’ posting in Class 

X, Class Y, and Class Z cities. 

The salary structure has been given below class-wise6: 

1. RPF Constable Salary Structure in Class X Cities- population of more than 50 lakhs. 

CATEGORY AMOUNT 

PRIMARY SALARY Rs 21,700 

HOUSE RENT ALLOWANCE Rs 5,208 

DEARNESS ALLOWANCE Rs 868 

TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE Rs 3,600 

TOTAL SALARY Rs 31, 270 

 
5 (Railway Protection Force - RPF-Constable, 2021) 

6 (Railway Protection Force - RPF-Constable, 2021) 
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2. RPF Constable Salary structure in Class Y Cities- population of 5 lakhs to 50 lakhs. 

CATEGORY AMOUNT 

BASIC SALARY Rs 21,700 

HOUSE RENT ALLOWANCE Rs 3,472 

DEARNESS ALLOWANCE Rs 868 

TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE Rs 3600 

TOTAL SALARY Rs 29,636 

 

3. RPF Constable Salary structure in Class Z Cities- population of fewer than 5 lakhs 

CATEGORY AMOUNT 

BASIC SALARY Rs 21,700 

HOUSE RENT ALLOWANCE Rs 1,734 

DEARNESS ALLOWANCE Rs 868 

TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE Rs 3600 

GROSS SALARY Rs 27,902 

The officers are given an initial payment of Rs. 21,700 and grade pay of Rs. 2000. To 

compensate for their hard work, the officers also enjoy other perks and allowances for House 

Rent, Transport, Overnight shifts, and many others. 

2. Group ‘B’ Civil Services 

2.1. Armed Forces Headquarters Civil Service- They provide basic support services to 

Indian Armed Forces and Inter-Services Organisations. This service comes under the 

Ministry of Defence. The Defence Secretary heads the cadre. The Armed Forces 

Headquarters Civil Service has at present the following grades: 

S. 

NO. 

GRADE NAME OF THE 

PAY 

BAND/SCALE 

BAND/SCALE 

(RS) 

GRADE 

PAY (RS) 
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1 Principal 

Director (Group 'A') 

PB-4 37400-67000 10000 

2 Director (Group 'A') PB-4 37400-67000 8700 

3 Joint Director (Group 'A') PB-3 15600-39100 7600 

4 Deputy Director (Group 

'A') 

PB-3 15600-39100 6600 

5 Section Officer (Group 

'B') 

PB-2 (i) 9300-34800 

(On initial 

appointment) 

(ii) 15600-39100 

(Non-functional 

scale /Grade pay 

on completion of 

4 years approved 

service) 

(i) 4800 

(ii) 5400 

(Non-

functional 

Grade Pay) 

6 Assistant (Group 'B', Non-

Gazetted) 

PB-2 9300-34800 4600 

 

2.2. DANICS- This service acts as a feeder service to the Indian Administrative Service. 

The full form is Delhi, Andaman, and Nicobar Islands Civil Services. These officers 

are responsible for the administrative functions of Delhi and other Union Territories. 

GRADE SCALE OF PAY 

JUNIOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE-I  

Rs. 37400- 67000 + GP 8700 

JUNIOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE-II 

Rs. 15600- 39100 + GP 7600 

SELECTION GRADE GROUP A  Rs. 15600- 39100 + GP 6600 

ENTRY GRADE GROUP B  1. Rs. 9300- 34800 + GP 4800 (on 

initial appointment) 

2. Rs. 15600- 39100 + GP 5400 

(after 4 years) 
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2.3. DANIPS- DANIPS is an acronym for “NCT of Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, 

Lakshadweep, Daman & Diu, and Dadra & Nagar Haveli Police Service”. It is a police 

service in India, administering Delhi and the Union Territories of India. 

GRADE  POSITION IN DELHI GOVT. 

AND OTHER UNION 

TERRITORIES 

SALARY 

 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

(JA) GRADE-II 

(GROUP A) (PAY-

BAND-4) 

Deputy Commissioner of 

Police/Senior Superintendent of 

Police 

Rs. 1,18,500 

JUNIOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

(JA) GRADE-I 

(GROUP A) (PAY-

BAND-3) 

Deputy Commissioner of 

Police/Superintendent of Police 

Rs. 78,800 

SENIOR GRADE (SG)-

I (PAY-BAND-3) 

Additional Deputy Commissioner of 

Police/ Additional Superintendent of 

Police 

Rs. 67,700 

ENTRY GRADE (PAY-

BAND-3) 

Assistant Commissioner of Police  Rs. 56,100. 

 

2.4. Pondicherry Civil Service7- The recruitment takes place through the Civil Service 

Examination conducted by UPSC. 

THE PAY SCALE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

S.NO GRADE SCALE OF PAY 

1 Junior Administrative Grade Rs. 3700-125-4700-150-5000 

2 Grade I (Selection Grade) Rs. 3000-100-3500-125-4500 

 
7 (Pondicherry Police Service | Pondicherry Civil Service, 2021) 
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3 Grade II Rs. 2000-60-2300-EB-75-3200-100-3500 

The sanctioned strength of Puducherry Civil Service: 62 (JAG posts = 9; Grade-I, II = 37; 

Reserves like deputation, leave, and training = 16) 

2.5. Pondicherry Police Service8- The recruitment for Pondicherry Police service takes 

place through Civil Service Examination conducted by UPSC. The name, number, and 

scale of pay of duty posts in the grades of  

Pondicherry Police Service are as follows9: 

GRADES SANCTIONED 

STRENGTH 

SCALE OF 

PAY 

(1) JUNIOR ADMINISTRATIVE GRADE 

I (JAG GROUP A) 

1 Rs. 14,300-

400-18,300 

(2) JUNIOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

GRADE-II (JAG-GROUP A) 

1 Rs. 12,000-

375-16,500 

(3) SELECTION GRADE (GROUP A) - Rs. 10,000-

325-15,200 

(4) ENTRY GRADE (GROUP B) - Rs. 6,500-200-

10,500 
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11. https://www.civilserviceindia.com/Indian-P-&-T-Accounts-&-Finance-Service.html 

12. https://www.7thpaycommissioninfo.in/ordnance-factories-pay-scale-grade-salary-

allowance-perks-facility/ 

13. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-information-service-iis-service-profile/ 

14. https://upscbuddy.com/indian-defence-estate-service/ 

15. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-defence-accounts-service-idas-service-profile-

pay-scales/ 

16. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-corporate-law-service-icls/ 

17. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-civil-accounts-service-functions-training-

salary/ 

18. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-audit-accounts-service-iaas/ 

19. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/indian-foreign-officer-ifs-salary/ 

20. https://prepp.in/upsc-ifos-exam/salary 

21. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/ips-salary/ 

22. https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/civil-services-post-one-may-get-into-upsc/ 

23. https://www.successcds.net/UPSCExam/upsc-salary-overview.html 

Eligibility Criteria for UPSC Examination: 

The Union Public Service Commission conducts a national competitive examination in India 

for the recruitment of civil services officers of the Government of India. This exam is called 

Civil Services Examination or CSE. This exam recruits’ officers for various services such as 

Indian Foreign Services (IFS), Indian Administrative Services (IAS), an Indian Police Service 

(IPS). The exam is widely termed and known as the UPSC Examination. 

When you start preparing for the Civil Service Examination, your first step should be to go 

through the eligibility criteria for the examination. You should have adequate information 

regarding the conditions necessary to be eligible to sit in the exam. 

IMPORTANT: The Central Government has decided to give one more chance to those who 

had their last attempt in 2020 for the CSE. The step was taken owing to the mishap created by 

the Covid pandemic.  This opportunity to appear one more time for the exam is a one-time 

opportunity. This is not for the candidates who have already exhausted their last attempt in the 

year before 2020 or for those who have yet not exhausted their last attempt. 
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An overview of the Eligibility would be- 

 Age Limit: The age limit is 21-32 years i.e., he or she should have attained the minimum age 

of 21 or should not be over 32 years of age (we will be discussing the age relaxation as per 

category). 

 Educational qualifications: The qualifications required are that the person should have 

completed their graduation. 

 Nationality: The person should be an Indian national. 

1.Age Limit 

The minimum age requirement for the exam is 21 years. The age limit for different categories 

are as follows:  

Category Age Limit-Upper relaxation 

General 32 years 

SC/ST 37 years 

OBS 35 years 

Ex-Servicemen 37 years 

Disabled Defence Services Personnel 35 years 

Persons with benchmark disability-EWS 42 years 

 

According to eligibility for Defence Servicemen, there is an age limit relaxation for the persons 

released as consequences who got disabled during hostilities with any foreign country or in a 

disturbed area. 

According to eligibility criteria, ECOs/SSCOs get five years of relaxation if that person has 

completed an initial period of assignment of 5 years of Military Service. If someone’s 

assignment gets extended beyond five years, in their case Ministry of Defence can issue a 
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certificate that the person can apply for Civil services and if selected, will be released on three 

months’ notice from the date of receiving the offer of appointment.   

The number of attempts according to the categories: 

Category Number of Attempts 

General 6 

SC/ST Up to age limit 

OBC 9 

Ex-servicemen 9 

Disabled Defence Services Personnel  9 

Person with Benchmark Disability - EWS 9 

 

You should see to the fact that when you appear for the Preliminary Examination, your attempt 

would be counted. Hence, decreasing your attempt count. This stands to be one of the major 

reasons why about fifty percent of the candidates who applied do not appear for the 

examination. 

2. Educational Qualifications: 

The candidate must be graduated. The degree should be attained from a government-recognized 

University or the candidate should have qualifications equal to that. 

Final year candidates or whose final year results are yet to be announced can also appear for 

the UPSC Preliminary examination. Having been declared qualified for taking the Mains 

Examination by the commission, the candidates along with their applications would have to 

produce proof of passing the requisite qualifying examination. 

The government recognized professional and technical qualifications which are deemed to be 

equivalent to professional and technical degrees. 

In some exceptional cases, a candidate without any of the foregoing qualifications can be 

treated by the commission if the candidate has passed an examination from an institution, the 

standard of which can be justified in the Commission’s opinion. 
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The medical students who have completed their final year and are yet to do the internship also 

stand eligible for the examination. For appearing in the Mains examination, along with the 

application, a certificate from the university or the Institution to prove the completion of the 

course i.e., including the internship should be submitted. 

3. Nationality: 

To be eligible for the Indian Foreign Services, Indian Administrative Services, The Indian 

Police Service the candidate must be an Indian National. 

For services other than these the candidate must be either: 

(i) A citizen of India or 

(ii) A subject of Bhutan or 

(iii) A subject of Nepal 

(iv) A Tibetan refugee who intended of settling down in India permanently, came to India 

before 1st January 1962. 

(v)An Indian origin person to settle in India permanently, who migrated from Sri Lanka, 

Pakistan, Burma, East African Countries of Kenya, Zambia, Uganda, the United Republic of 

Tanzania, Malawi, Zaire, Vietnam, and Ethiopia 

 The candidates from the categories (ii), (iii), (iv), and (v), should have a certificate of eligibility 

issued by the Government of India in their favor. When a candidate must produce a certificate 

of eligibility, the candidate may be allowed to sit for the examination but may only receive the 

offer of appointment only upon producing the necessary eligibility certificate issued to the 

candidate by the Government of India. 

 Candidates from the categories (ii), (iii), and (iv) do not stand to be eligible for the Indian 

Foreign Services. 
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OFFICIAL WEBSITES AND PORTALS  

 

Introduction: 

A candidate for the UPSC examination is supposed to know about all the imperative 

information around the world. But finding out the correct source of information can be a real 

hunt in this world of either adulterated or filtered information. In such cases, the candidates 

might get confused, to, which all sources can they refer to or rely upon. Well, to bring a solution 

to these cliches, the official websites, portals, and guidelines for UPSC render a great help. 

These government or official websites provide all the necessary information regarding the 

UPSC examination under one umbrella. Along, with this, the biggest perk of these websites is 

the authenticity of the data. The information provides on these websites is the latest verified 

version. Through, this way the unnecessary time wasted by the candidate in figuring the 

verified source of information is saved.    

Guidelines for the Exam:  

Certain guidelines are to be followed by every candidate to appears for this exam.  

A proper and detailed version of these guidelines are given on the official website of UPSC 

official portals 

They are as follows:  

1. Whenever a candidate files an online application these are the set of general instructions 

which has to be followed -

https://upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/GENERAL%20GUIDELINES%20FOR%20FIL

LING%20IN%20ONLINE%20APPLICATIONS.pdf  

2. And the following are the guidelines for filing the application form-:  

https://upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/Guidelines%20for%20filling%20the%20online%

20Detailed%20Application%20Form%20%28DAF%29%20%281%29_0.pdf   
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S. NO. 

 

 

TOPIC 

 

 

LINKS TO REFER 

 

 

 

1.  

Websites for 

vital 

government 

information 

 

1. http://niti.gov.in/            

2. http://socialjustice.nic.in/ 

3. http://agricoop.nic.in/ 

4. http://wcd.nic.in/ 

5. http://india.gov.in/ 

6. http://isro.gov.in/  

7. http://dolr.nic.in/index.asp  

 

1. Niti Ayog (political 

think tank)  

2.  Ministry for social 

justice and 

empowerment  

3. Policies for 

agricultural benefits  

4. Policies related to 

women and child 

development   

5. Policies by the Indian 

government  

6. Issues related to 

space and technology 

7. Issues related to land 

reforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  

Government 

schemes for 

venerable 

section and 

agricultural 

reforms.   

1. http://mhrd.gov.in/   

2. http://rural.nic.in/netrural/r

ural/index.aspx  

3. https://india.gov.in/my-

government/schemes   

4. http://dfpd.nic.in/ 

5. http://www.dahd.nic.in/ 

 

1. Policies by the 

human resource 

management.  

2. Schemes for the rural 

areas of the country  
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 3. Initiatives and 

programs by the 

GOI.  

 

4. Farm subsidies, PDS, 

MSP, buffer stock, 

food  

               security and animal 

rearing.  

 

3.  

 

Policies 

related to 

economic and 

budget-

related issues  

 

1. http://indiabudget.nic.in/  

2. http://ibef.org/  

3. http://vikaspedia.in/ 

4. http://makeinindia.com/ 

 

1. Budget and 

economic survey 

associated data 

2. India Brand Equity 

Foundation (IBEF) 

for economy  

               and business.  

3. Provides 

knowledgeable 

content  

4. Information related 

to starting ups and  

 manufacturing units 

based in India.   

 

 

 

  4.  

4.sq4.  

Schemes 

related to the 

environment 

and its 

protection 

 

1. http://envfor.nic.in/  

2. http://cpcb.nic.in/  

1. Ministry of forest, 

environment, and 

climate   

change 

2. Central pollution 

control board.   
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5.  Government 

website for 

important 

updates. 

(CURRENT 

AFFAIRS) 

1. http://pib.nic.in/  

2. http://prsindia.org/  

3. http://www.idsa.in/   

4. http://www.mha.nic.in/  

5. http://darpg.gov.in/    

6. http://www.ndma.gov.in/e

n/   

7. http://dipp.nic.in/  

1. Official press 

information bureau 

of India  

2. Portal for public 

legislative research.  

3. Current affairs 

related to defense 

administration  

4. Internal security 

agencies etc.   

5. For government 

transparency and 

accountability    

6. Website for disaster 

and disaster 

management 

7. Intellectual property 

rights  

 

 

6.   

6. 

Policies 

related to 

India’s 

foreign or 

external 

relations  

1. http://mea.gov.in/   

2. http://www.mea.gov.in/ove

rseas-indian-affairs.htm  

3. http://gatewayhouse.in/   

 

1. Information about 

India’s external 

relations.  

2.  India’s overseas 

relations  

3.  It briefs about the 

Indian council of  

 global relations.  

 

 

     7. 

7  

Government  

Accountabilit

y and ethics 

1. http://rti.gov.in/   

2. http://arc.gov.in/  

1.  Right to information   

2. Ethics in public 

administration 

 

    8. 

 

Online books 

to refer  

1. http://upsc.gov.in/   

2. http://egyankosh.ac.in/   

 

1. This is the official 

website of UPSC.  
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3. http://nios.ac.in/   

 

4. http://ncert.nic.in/   

 

2. It provides the course 

handouts and 

syllabus for  

Different CBSE 

courses  

3. It’s the National 

Institute for open 

schooling  

 

4. Complete syllabus 

for NCERT books.  

 

 

   9. 

Current 

issues  

1. https://www.youtube.com/

user/rajyasabhatv  

1. Provides a wider 

aspect to all the 

current  

             issues.    
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TYPES OF UPSC POSTS 

 

UPSC posts for 24 different Civil Services are filled through Civil Service Examination (CSE) 

conducted by Union Public Service Commission. The most popular services among these posts 

are Indian Administrative Services (IAS), Indian Police Services (IPS), Indian Revenue 

Services (IRS), and Indian Foreign Services (IFS). The candidates are allotted the services 

according to their ranking in the examination.  

UPSC Posts – 3 Types of Civil Services 

Types of Civil Services Different Posts 

All India Civil Services a. Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 

b. Indian Police Service (IPS) 

c. Indian Forest Service (IFoS) 

 

Group ‘A’ Civil Services 

 

a. Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 

b. Indian Audit and Accounts Service 

(IAAS) 

c. Indian Civil Accounts Service 

(ICAS) 

d. Indian Corporate Law Service 

(ICLS) 

e. Indian Defence Accounts Service 

(IDAS) 

f. Indian Defence Estates Service 

(IDES) 

g. Indian Information Service (IIS) 

h. Indian Ordnance Factories Service 

(IOFS) 

i. Indian Communication Finance 

Services (ICFS) 

j. Indian Postal Service (IPoS) 



 

57 | P a g e  
 

k. Indian Railway Accounts Service 

(IRAS) 

l. Indian Railway Personnel Service 

(IRPS) 

m. Indian Railway Traffic Service 

(IRTS) 

n. Indian Revenue Service (IRS) 

o. Indian Trade Service (ITS) 

p. Railway Protection Force (RPF) 

Group ‘B’ Civil Services a. Armed Forces Headquarters Civil 

Service 

b. DANICS 

c. DANIPS 

d. Pondicherry Civil Service 

e. Pondicherry Police Service 
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CHAPTER- 2 

Prepare for Prelims Exam  

“Genius is 1% talent and 99% percent hard 

work.” 
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SYLLABUS AND PATTERN FOR PRELIMS UPSC EXAM 

(Overall View) 

 

Syllabus for UPSC prelims exam: 

UPSC Civil Services Examination, otherwise called IAS Exam, is a three-stage assessment 

comprising of Prelims, Mains, and Interview. It is directed by the Union Public Service 

Commission (UPSC) to enroll appropriate contender for IAS, IPS, IFS, and other united 

administrations.  

This article subtlety the UPSC Exam Pattern for prelims, mains, and the meeting. It is critical 

to have an extensive comprehension of the UPSC Exam Pattern. It will permit you to 

successfully deal with your time in this manner making your UPSC arrangement more 

productive. Have a profound comprehension of the IAS test example to adjust your planning 

to all the test needs. Comprehensively, UPSC conducts the Civil Service Examination in three 

stages in particular:  

*Starter Examination (prelims) 

**Principal Examination (Mains) 

***Character Test (Interview)  

Up-and-comers who meet all requirements for every one of the rounds are suggested for joining 

the common administrations in India. Each round is a disposal round, so you need to qualify 

everyone to show up for the following one. Presently, let us talk about the UPSC Exam Pattern 

2021 alongside the stamping plan for every one of the papers in various rounds. 

Prior to going to the UPSC Syllabus 2021, competitors should view the test example of the 

UPSC CSE (Civil Service Examination) test. We should examine the UPSC Prelims Exam 

Pattern: 

Significant Points!!  

1. There is a negative stamping of 1/3 imprints allotted to the inquiry for some unacceptable 

answer checked.  



 

60 | P a g e  
 

2. In General Studies (Paper I) applicants will be granted 2 imprints for right answer and 0.66 

will be deducted for each off-base answer.  

3. In CSAT (Paper II) applicants will be granted 2.5 imprints for each right answer and 0.833 

imprints will be deducted for each off-base answer set apart by the competitors.  

4. There is no regrettable stamping for leaving any inquiries endeavored in the two papers.  

5. The characteristics of Prelims test won't be remembered for the remembered for the eventual 

outcome (merit list).  

6. Paper-II of the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination will be a passing paper with least 

qualifying marks fixed at 33%. 

Syllabus for UPSC Prelims Exam: 

The Civil Services Preliminary test contains two necessary papers of 200 denotes each (General 

Studies Paper I and General Studies Paper-II). The inquiries will be of numerous decisions, 

target type. The imprints in prelims won't be meant last positioning, yet only for capability for 

the primary test.  

The Commission will draw a rundown of possibility to be equipped for Civil Service (Main) 

Examination dependent on the basis of least qualifying signs of 33% in General Studies Paper 

II of Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination and all out passing characteristics of General 

Studies Paper-I of Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination as might be dictated by the 

Commission. 

UPSC PRELIMS EXAM 2021 (PAPER 1)-200 marks 

Paper-I (General Studies-I)  

The schedule for UPSC Prelims 2021 is referenced as under:  

Recent developments of public and worldwide significance.  

History of India and Indian National Movement.  

Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World.  

Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, 

Rights Issues, and so on. 
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Financial and Social Development - Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, 

Demographics, Social Sector drives, and so forth  

General issues on Environmental Ecology, Bio-variety, and Climate Change - that don't need 

subject specialization General Science. 

UPSC EXAM PRELIMS PAPER 2 (CSAT)-200 Marks  

This target paper is for a span of two hours. There will be 80 inquiries. Characteristics of this 

paper is checked to choose the clinchers of the fundamental test. This paper is just qualifying 

in nature. Competitors simply need to guarantee that they score basically 33% checks in this 

paper. The schedule of GS Paper 2 (CSAT) is given underneath.  

 Understanding.  

 Relational abilities including relational abilities.  

 Intelligent thinking and logical capacity.  

 Dynamic and critical thinking.  

 General mental capacity. 

Essential numeracy (numbers and their relations, significant degrees, and so on) (Class X 

level), Data understanding (outlines, charts, tables, information adequacy and so on – Class 

X level). 
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CHAPTER- 2.1 

UPSC Prelims Exam: 

General Studies Paper I  
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Introduction:  

The Union Public Service Commission administers the Civil Services Examination (CSE), 

which is a nationwide competitive examination in India for recruitment to the Indian 

Administrative Service, Indian Foreign Service, and Indian Police Services. The UPSC 

examination is divided into three phases: a preliminary examination with two objective-type 

papers (General Studies Paper I and General Studies Paper II, also known as the Civil Service 

Aptitude Test or CSAT), and a main examination with nine conventional (essay) type papers, 

two of which are qualifying and only marks of seven are required followed by a personality 

test (Interview). 

 The Preliminary Exam comprises of two objective-type papers worth a total of 400 points. 

With a success record of only 3%, the UPSC Civil Service Examination Preliminary 

Examination serves as the first elimination phase. As a result, having a full understanding of 

the UPSC Prelims Syllabus is critical. The UPSC Prelims exam is divided into two parts: 

General Studies I and General Studies II (CSAT). While the GS Paper-I score decides whether 

or not you qualify for the prelims cut-off, the CSAT is a qualifying exam. For the CSAT paper, 

you just need to get a score of more than 33%, or 66 points. Overall, the preliminary 

examination is of a qualifying type. As a result, the score does not add up in final.  

 

Marks: 200 marks 

Duration :2 hours 

UPSC PRELIMS EXAM 

PATTERN  

 

GENERAL STUDIES 

PAPER 1 

GENERAL STUDIES 

PAPER 2 

Number of questions  100 80 

Total Marks  200 200 

Type of Paper  Objective  Objective 

Mode  Offline / Pen – Paper Mode 

 

Offline / Pen – Paper Mode  

Negative Marking  1/3rd of total Marks allotted 

for that question.  

 

1/3rd of Total Marks allotted 

for that question.  
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SYLLABUS OF PAPER-I (GENERAL STUDIES-I): 

 

The syllabus for the Union public service Commission Prelims 2021 is as follows. 

 Current events of national and international importance. 

 History of India and Indian National Movement. 

 Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the 

World. 

 Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public 

Policy, Rights Issues, etc. 

 Economic and Social Development - Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, 

Demographics, Social Sector initiatives, etc. 

 General issues on Environmental Ecology, Bio-diversity, and Climate Change - that do 

not require subject specialization General Science. 

The table mentioned below lists the number of questions from each subject over the last ten 

years. It will give a fair bit of idea on the importance of each subject in the UPSC CSE Prelims: 

 

Year History Geography  Polity Economy Science 

& Tech  

Environment Current 

Affairs  

2011 11 11 12 19 19 15 13 

2012 17 12 11 13 9 12 26 

2013 11 9 13 15 11 13 28 

2014 17 12 11 10 13 17 20 

2015 14 14 13 13 7 10 29 

2016 15 7 7 18 8 18 27 
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2017 14 7 22 8 4 11 34 

2018 15 8 13 16 7 13 28 

2019 17 14 16 14 7 11 22 

 

Subject-wise GS-I Detailed UPSC Prelims Syllabus:  

1. History: -  

 Ancient History 

 Pre-Historic Times 

 Indus Valley Civilization 

 Rig Vedic Period 

 Later Vedic Period 

 Jainism 

 Buddhism 

 Mahajanpadas 

 Mauryan Period 

 Post-Mauryan Period 

 Gupta Period 

 Harshwardhana Period 

 Sangam Period (South-Indian Dynasties) 

  Medieval History 

 Major Dynasties of Early Medieval India (Chalukyas, Pratiharas, Pallavas, 

Rashtrakutas) 

 The decline of Mughal Empire.  

 Early Muslim Invasions 

 Delhi Sultanate 

 Afghans, Rajputs & Mughals 

 Establishment of North-Indian Empire 

 The Mughal Empire 

 Marathas and the Other Indian States 
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 Cholas and South-Indian Kingdoms.  

 Vijaynagar Empire 

 Modern History 

 Advent of Europeans 

 British Expansion 

 Administration before 1857 

 Economic Policies of the British 

 Impact of British Administration 

 Revolt of 1857 

 Administrative Changes after 1857 

 Development of Civil Services 

 Development of Education 

 Development of Press 

 Socio-Religious Reforms 

 Peasant Movements 

 Revolutionary Nationalism 

 Indian National Movement-I (1905-1918) 

 Indian National Movement-II (1918-1929) 

 Indian National Movement-III (1930-1947) 

 Governors-General and Viceroys of India 

 Constitutional Development of Indian 

 

2. Art and Culture: -  

 Architecture 

 Sculpture 

 Paintings 

 Pottery Tradition 

 Numismatics 

 Performing Arts 

 Religion and Literature 
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3. HISTORY:-  

 

 Ancient History 

 Pre-Historic Times 

 Indus Valley Civilization 

 Rig Vedic Period 

 Later Vedic Period 

 Jainism 

 Buddhism 

 Mahajanpadas 

 Mauryan Period 

 Post-Mauryan Period 

 Gupta Period 

 Harshwardhana Period 

 Sangam Period (South-Indian Dynasties) 

 

 Medieval History 

 Major Dynasties of Early Medieval India (Chalukyas, Pratiharas, Pallavas, 

Rashtrakutas) 

 The decline of Mughal Empire.  

 Early Muslim Invasions 

 Delhi Sultanate 

 Afghans, Rajputs& Mughals 

 Establishment of North-Indian Empire 

 The Mughal Empire 

 Marathas and the Other Indian States 

 Cholas and South-Indian Kingdoms.  

 Vijaynagar Empire 

 

 

 Modern History: 
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 Advent of Europeans 

 British Expansion 

 Administration before 1857 

 Economic Policies of the British 

 Impact of British Administration 

 Revolt of 1857 

 Administrative Changes after 1857 

 Development of Civil Services 

 Development of Education 

 Development of Press 

 Socio-Religious Reforms 

 Peasant Movements 

 Revolutionary Nationalism 

 Indian National Movement-I (1905-1918) 

 Indian National Movement-II (1918-1929) 

 Indian National Movement-III (1930-1947) 

 Governors-General and Viceroys of India 

 Constitutional Development of Indian 

 

4. ART AND CULTURE :-  

 Architecture 

 Sculpture 

 Paintings 

 Pottery Tradition 

 Numismatics 

 Performing Arts 

 Religion and Literature 

 National and Regional Festivals 

 

 

5. POLITY :- 
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 Evolution of the Constitution 

 Salient Features of Indian Constitution 

 Union & Its Territory 

 Citizenship 

 Fundamental Rights 

 Directive Principles of State Policy 

 Fundamental Duties 

 System of Governance 

 Union Executive 

 Union Legislature 

 State Executive 

 State Legislature 

 Local Government 

 UT and Special Areas 

 Judiciary 

 Constitutional & Non-Constitutional Bodies 

 Political Dynamics (Political Parties, Election, Pressure Groups) 

 Governance 

 International Relations 

 

6. GEOGRAPHY :-  

 General Geography 

 Universe 

 Earth Evolution 

 Geomorphology 

 Earth’s Interior 

 Geology and Rock System 

 Geomorphic Process 

 Earthquakes and Volcanism 

 Distribution of Continents and Oceans 

 Landforms and their evolution 

 Landforms across the world 
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 Oceanography 

 Hydrosphere 

 Submarine Relief Features 

 Temperature and Salinity 

 Waves, Oceans, Currents, Tides 

 Marine Resources 

 Ocean, Deposits and Corals 

 Climatology 

 Atmosphere 

 Inversion of Temperature 

 Insulation and Heat Budget 

 Air Mass, Fronts, Cyclones and Jet Streams 

 Wind and Pressure Belts 

 Precipitation 

 Climate Zones of the World 

 Biogeography 

 Soil Characteristics 

 Vegetation Resources 

 Human and Economic Geography 

 Demography and Census 

 Human Development 

 Economic Activities 

 Transport and Communication 

 International Trade 

 Settlement 

 Indian Geography 

 Physiographic of India 

 Drainage System 

 Climate 

 Soils in India 

 Natural Vegetation 

 Population 
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 Settlements and Urbanization 

 Land Resource 

 Mineral Resource 

 Energy Resource 

 Agriculture and Basic Terminology 

 Recent development in agriculture 

 Productivity of Crops 

 Industry 

 Transport 

 Recent developments in Industry and Transport 

 World Regional Geography 

 Continents, Countries, and Cities 

 Location in News 

 Ecology & Environment 

 Origin of Life Forms 

 Basic Concepts of Ecology 

 Ecosystem Functions 

 Population Ecology 

 Adaptation of Species and Interactions 

 Terrestrial Ecosystem 

 Aquatic Ecosystem 

 Nutrient Cycling 

 Biodiversity 

 Basics of Bio-Diversity 

 Animal and Plant Diversity 

 Threats to Biodiversity 

 Biodiversity Conservation 

 Estuaries 

 Mangroves 

 Coral Reliefs 

 Wetlands 

 Resource Degradation and Management 
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 Environmental Pollution 

 Climate Change 

 Environmental Governance 

 

7. ECONOMY:- 

 Basic Concepts  

 Macroeconomic Concepts 

 Microeconomic Concepts 

 Economic Measurements 

 National Income & Its Calculation 

 Economic Growth and Development 

 Inflation 

 Money & Banking 

 Money Function & Classification 

 Financial Markets & Its Instruments 

 Banking Structure in India 

 Public Finance in India 

 Budgeting 

 Fiscal Policy 

 Center-state Distribution 

 Tax Structure in India 

 Planning 

 Meaning, Objective & History 

 Planning Institutions 

 Five Year Plans in India 

 NITI Aayog 

 Open Economy 

 Foreign Trade Concepts 

 International Organizations 

 Trade Agreements 

 Recent Development 

 

 Economic Sectors 
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 Poverty 

 Employment and Unemployment 

 Government Schemes and Programmes 

 

8. GENERAL SCIENCE:- 

 Science & Technology in India 

 Space 

 IT and Communication 

 Materials, Nano Technology and Robotics 

 Defense 

 Nuclear Technology 

 Intellectual Property Rights and Other Miscellaneous Issues 

 Biotechnology 

SUGGESTIONS AND QUICK POINTS FOR GS-I UPSC PRELIMS: 

Here are some resources and suggestions to help you prepare for the UPSC Prelims Syllabus: 

 SYLLABUS :- Carefully read the syllabus and create a study plan to ensure that you cover 

every aspect of it. 

 NCERTS: From 8th to 12th grade, read NCERTs in appropriate disciplines (History, 

Polity, Economy, Geography, Art& Culture) to strengthen your foundation and grasp the 

fundamental principles  

 GENERAL STUDIES :-  You can also enrol in our NCERT programme to receive thorough 

coverage of these NCERT topics. 

 STANDARD BOOKS :- For each subject, you must read at least one basic book. 

 CURRENT AFFAIRS :- Read our daily current affairs analysis and monthly magazine 

analysis to stay up to date on the newest developments in current affairs. 

 

 

 

 

| 
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LATEST BOOKLIST FOR UPSC 2021 

Regardless of the exam they're studying for, almost every aspirant asks the same question: 

"How many books are too many books?" When it comes to putting together a UPSC Civil 

Services booklist, you can find yourself buying every book in the bookstore. So, when you 

finally sit down to read those books, thoughts like "too many books, too little time" can stress 

you out! 

As a result, we've compiled an exhaustive UPSC booklist that toppers recommend to help you 

worry less and study more. Stick to a certain UPSC booklist to ensure that you don't wander 

too far from the main subject. Please remember that you are not obligated to read all of the 

books in their entirety.  

Although your UPSC booklist may vary according on your prior knowledge and competence, 

here is a comprehensive UPSC booklist that both new and experienced UPSC candidates can 

use for their UPSC preparation needs. Some of the books are likely to be useful for both the 

Prelims and the Mains. Before looking at the booklist, make sure you're familiar with the 

syllabus and test format.  

 

 

 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER 1 (PRELIMS) BOOKS 
RECOMMENDED 

NCERTs of HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY AND POLITY CLASS – 8th to 12th 

India's Struggle for Independence by Bipin Chandra  

Certificate of Physical geography by GC Leong  

Indian Polity by M. Laxmikanth 

Indian Economy by Ramesh Singh  

Current Affairs – The Hindu, Yojna Magazine, Kurukshetra Magazine 

Oxford World Atlas  

International Relations NCERT XI and XII  

Indian Culture – Spectrum 

NIOS course Materials 
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NCERT BOOKS FOR UPSC IAS PRELIMS EXAM 

1. UPSC (IAS) Prelims 2021: NCERT Textbooks for Indian History  

a. NCERT Class VI – Our Past 

b. NCERT Class VII – Our Past -I 

c. NCERT Class VIII – Our Past II and III 

d. NCERT Class IX – India and the Contemporary World – I 

e. NCERT Class X – India and the Contemporary World – II 

f. NCERT Class XI – Themes In World History 

g. NCERT Class XII – Themes In Indian History – I 

h. NCERT Class XII – Themes in Indian History – II 

i. NCERT Class XII – Themes In Indian History – III 

j. Class XI – An Introduction to Indian Art (Art & Culture) 

k. Class XI - Ancient India (R.S. Sharma) 

l. Class XI - Medieval India (Satish Chandra 

m. Class XII - Modern India (Bipin Chandra) 

 

2. UPSC (IAS) Prelims 2021: NCERT Textbooks for Geography 

a. NCERT Class VI – The Earth Our Habitat 

b. NCERT Class VI (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part I 

c. NCERT Class VII – Our Environment 

d. NCERT Class VII (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part II 

e. NCERT Class VIII – Resource and Development 

f. NCERT Class VIII (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part III 

g. NCERT Class IX – Contemporary India – I 

h. NCERT Class X – Contemporary India – II 

i. NCERT Class XI – Fundamentals of Physical Geography 

j. NCERT Class XI – India – Physical Environment 

k. NCERT Class XII – Fundamentals of Human Geography 

l. NCERT Class XII – India – People and Economy 

 

 

3. UPSC (IAS) Prelims: NCERT Textbooks for Indian Polity 

a. NCERT Class IX – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – I 
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b. NCERT Class X – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – II 

c. NCERT Class XI – Political Science: Indian Constitution at Work 

d. NCERT Class XI – Political Science: Political Theory 

e. NCERT Class XII – Political Science I: Contemporary World Politics 

f. NCERT Class XII – Political Science II: Politics in India since Independence 

 

4. UPSC (IAS) Prelims 2021: NCERT Textbooks for Economics 

a. NCERT Class IX – Economics 

b. NCERT Class X – Understanding Economic Development 

c. NCERT Class XI – Indian Economic Development 

d. NCERT Class XII – Introductory Microeconomics 

e. NCERT Class XII – Introductory Macroeconomics 

f. Indian Society: NCERT Class XI – Sociology: Understanding Society 

g. Indian Society: NCERT Class XII – Indian Society 

h. Indian Society: NCERT Class XII – Social Change and Development in India 

 

5. UPSC (IAS) Prelims 2021: NCERT Textbooks for Environment & Ecology 

a. Class XII – Biology: Chapters 13-16 

 

6. UPSC (IAS) Prelims 2021: NCERT Textbooks for Science 

a. NCERT Class VI 

b. NCERT Class VII 

c. NCERT Class VIII 

d. NCERT Class IX 

e. NCERT Class X 

f. NCERT Class XI – Chemistry: Unit 14, Biology: Units 4 and 5 

g. NCERT Class XII – Chemistry: Unit 16, Biology: Units 8, 9 and 10 
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UPSC (IAS) PRELIMS 2021: SUBJECT-WISE STUDY MATERIAL FOR 

PREPARATION 

 

1. https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-iasprelims-subjectwise-study-material-important-

resources-for-complete-preparation-1585745500-1 

2. https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-prelims-topicwise-important-questions-on-

indian-polity-1612185784-1 
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IMPORTANT BOOKS FOR UPSC (IAS) PREPARATION 

 

History & 

Indian Culture 

Modern History 

1. A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv 

Ahir 

2. World History by Norman Lowe  

3. ‘Concise History of Modern India’ by 

Sujata Menon 

Ancient History 
1. ‘Ancient India’ by RS Sharma (Old 

NCERT) 

Medieval History 
1. History of Medieval India by Satish 

Chandra (Old NCERT) 

Indian Culture 

1. ‘Facets of Indian Culture’ by Spectrum  

2. Art and Culture by Nitin Singhania  

3. CCRT website 

Geography 

Physical 

Geography 

1. Certificate Physical and Human 

Geography 

2. Maps Oxford School Atlas 

Indian 

Geography 
1. India: Physical Environment (NCERT) 

World 

Geography 

1. Fundamentals of Human Geography 

(NCERT) 

2. Certificate Physical And Human 

Geography 

Economy Economy 

1. India People and Economy (NCERT)  

2. Indian Economy by Ramesh Singh  

3. Recent Economic Survey 



 

79 | P a g e  
 

Polity 

 
Polity 

1. Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 

2. An Introduction to the Constitution of 

India by D. D. Basu 

3. The Constitution of India by P. M. 

Bakshi 

4. Old NCERT books for Indian Polity 

Current 

Affairs 

 

Daily, Monthly 

& Weekly 

Current Affairs 

1. The Hindu  

2. PIB  

3. Jagran Josh  

4. Manorma Year Book (available in both 

Hindi and English languages) 

Science & 

Tech 

 

Science & Tech 

1. Notes by Shankar IAS  

2. Daily Newspapers  

3. ISRO website 

Environment 

& Ecology 

Environment & 

Ecology 

1. Recent Events on Climate change 

through Newspapers  

2. NIOS Study Materials 
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QUESTION PAPERS FOR UPSC (IAS) PRELIMS GS-I 

 2020 - https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/CSP_2020_GS_Paper-1.pdf 

 2019 - https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/csp-p1.pdf 

 2018 - https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/QP-CSP-18-GS-I-C.pdf 

 2017 - https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/CSP-17-GS_PAPER-1-C.pdf 

 2016 – https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/GENERAL_STUDIES_PAPER-I.pdf 

 2015 – https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/Paper-I_1.pdf 

 2014 – https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/General%20studies-I.pdf 

 2013 – https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Pre-2013-GS-1.pdf 

 2012 – https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Pre-2012-Gs-1.pdf 

 2011 – https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Pre-2011-Gs-1.pdf 
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CHAPTER- 2.2 

UPSC PRELIMS EXAM: 

 GENERAL STUDIES PAPER II 
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER II (CSAT) 

 

Marks: 200 marks 

Duration :2 hours 

 UPSC Civil Services (Prelims) Syllabus   

 It is critical that you read the curriculum for the CSAT paper before beginning your 

training. The CSAT paper syllabus is broken into the following sections: 

 

1. Reading comprehension 

2. Interpersonal skills including communication skills 

3. Logical reasoning an analytical ability 

4. Decision making and problem solving 

5. General mental ability 

6. Basic numeracy (numbers and their relation, order of magnitude, etc.) (class X level), 

data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency etc.- class X level) 

7. English language comprehension skills (CLASS-X) 

8. Questions relating to English language comprehension skills of class-X level (last item 

in the syllabus of paper –II) will be tested through passage from English language only 

without providing Hindi translation thereof in the question paper 

 

 The UPSC Civil Services Prelims Exam GS Paper-II, often known as CSAT, is a 

qualifying paper in which a candidate only needs to score 33 percent to pass the Prelims 

examination. However, because we are all well aware of UPSC's unpredictable nature, 

this paper no longer needs to be overlooked. 

 The CSAT paper, which was first time introduced in the UPSC Civil Services 2011 

Prelims examination, had an uncomplicated syllabus and examination sample. 

However, as the number of questions on the problem grows each year, there is no 

predetermined sample to use to border the page, as each year brings a huge number of 

questions. 
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 We've highlighted important measures and tips to layout your examination for the 

CSAT paper to aid hopefuls for the UPSC Civil Services examination get by this 

qualifying examination UPSC Civil Services (Prelims) Syllabus. 

TIPS: 

 Spend the majority of your time studying for your GS Paper. I do, however, set out an 

hour for GS Paper-II, or the CSAT paper, practice. In comparison to Paper I, the CSAT 

is described and can be easily structured if you devote one hour every day to its 

preparation. 

 Identify your Weakest Topic - You can use previous year UPSC Civil Service Exam 

papers to figure out your weakest subject. This will not only help you inside the 

workout, but it will also help you recognize your strong and weak points. 

 Time Management - It's critical to consider how much time you spend on each question 

while attempting the practice papers. To reduce the average time spent on answering a 

question, one must exercise more. 

 Identify your Strong Subjects - It is suggested that after a candidate has identified his 

or her strong subjects, he or she should begin by answering questions from that phase. 

This will not best aid them feel assured about their training, but will also allow them to 

evaluate their total performance and no more worry if confronted with a challenging 

question 

Comprehension Section Preparation Strategy 

Even though the CSAT paper requires moderate comprehension, applicants are losing 30-40 

vital marks in the comprehension section, which can mean the distinction between ‘Being 

Selected' and ‘getting ready once more for subsequent year'. 

Make reading a regular habit. 

Examining a lot is an excellent way to prepare for the understanding section. 

Every day, read the newspaper's editorial section. 

Magazines published every week Preferably, Kurukshetra or Yojana. 

On LSTV and RSTV, you may watch discussions. This will help you improve your linguistic 

skills. 
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Read the same with utmost earnestness and interest till you totally comprehend the editorial's 

meaning. It could be the editorials' vocabulary. Their complexity or challenge can be difficult 

to detect, but a regular and honest effort can aid in understanding. 

Make a note of the keywords in the comprehension section. 

Some comprehension passages appear on the CSAT paper. As a result, it's critical to keep track 

of time and complete each task in the shortest time possible. It's a matter of locating the 

comprehension's important phrases. Every query contains these essential terms. It is 

recommended that applicants read the questions first and highlight the relevant phrases inside 

the query before studying the passage. As a result, it becomes easier to answer all of your 

questions as you locate those important phrases while reading the passage. 

Boost Your Vocabulary 

 Increase your vocabulary by studying as much as possible. This is a sure-fire way to do well 

because you'll be able to recognize the text better. There is no alternative for practice. To 

improve self-confidence and speed, practice reading comprehension from previous year's 

UPSC inquiry papers. Also, expand your vocabulary by learning new idioms and word. 
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SYLLABUS FOR GS PAPER II 

 

General Studies Paper -II subjective paper. It is obligatory for the candidates to appear for The 

General Studies- Paper II as it is considered for merit of the candidates i.e., the scores of this 

paper play a role in determining the final rank of a candidate. The candidates have a good 

probability to score well in this paper as the questions in this paper revolve around Governance, 

Politics and International relations, Constitution of the country, Social Justice. Important topics 

and areas that you should assuredly prepare to do well in this paper will be discussed in detail 

further. 

This paper can be divided into four broad sections: 

1. Governance 

2. Indian Polity and Constitution 

3. Social Justice  

4. International Relations  

GOVERNANCE: 

To prepare this section, you can refer to the book by M. Laxmikanth, titled “Governance in 

India”. You can also take the aid of the material available online regarding the subject, you 

may find articles and pdfs of the topics from this subject quite readily available on the internet. 

IMPORTANT TOPICS:  

1. Government Policies: 

 Government Policies and Interventions in Various Sectors 

 Analysis of government schemes (such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, , Swachh 

Bharat Abhiyan, Digital India, Skill India, PM Jan Dhan Yojana, Start-up India, 

MGNREGA, Make in India) 

 Issues arising regarding the government schemes and implementation of 

government schemes.  

 Good Governance 

 Self Help Groups 

 Development projects  

 Development of industry  
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 Rationalisation of CSS 

 Economics 

 Health and Education 

 

2. Important Aspects of Transparency and Accountability:  

 Aspects of Transparency 

 Elements & Types of Accountabilities 

 E-Governance (applications, models, limitations and potential, successes) 

 Citizens Charters (CC) 

 

3. Development Processes and Development Industries 

 Provisions for the Third Sector in the Indian Constitution 

 Role of Social Capital Organisations 

 National Policy on the Voluntary Sector 2007 

 Non-Governmental Organisations - Role and Impact of Non-governmental 

Organizations 

 Issue Areas: Accreditation, Legitimacy & Accountability, Foreign Funding, etc. 

Self Help Groups (SHGs) 

  Case Studies: Kudumbashee (Kerala), MahilaArthik Vikas Mahamandal 

(Maharashtra), Societies, Trusts and Cooperatives- Need for Cooperatives 

 

4. Role of Civil Services in a Democracy:  

 Relationship Between Civil Service and Democracy  

 Ailments/Issues Afflicting Indian Civil Services 

 Reforming Bureaucracy to Strengthen Democracy 

 Role Played by Civil Services 

 

POLITY AND CONSTITUTION: 

To prepare this section, start your preparation with reading Political Science NCERT books of 

Class XI, and XII. Various other books such as, Introduction to the Constitution of India by 

DD Basu, Indian Polity for Civil Services Examinations by M. Laxmikanth. Reading 

newspaper daily and going through monthly magazine will also help in your preparation.  
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IMPORTANT TOPICS: 

1. Indian Constitution:  

 Historical Underpinning & Evolution 

 Regulating Act (1773) to Independence Act (1947) 

 Constituent Assembly 

 Objective Resolution 

 Enactment & Enforcement of Constitution 

 Features (Written, Flexible & Rigid) 

 Federal & Unitary, Parliamentary Form of Government  

 Fundamental Rights 

 Directive Principles of State Policy 

 Judicial Review 

 Universal Adult Franchise  

 Single Citizenship 

 Separation of Powers. 

 Basic Structure 

 The Doctrine, Judgments & Cases 

 List of Significant Amendments & Their Provisions  

 Procedure for Amending Constitution. 

 7th Schedule 

 Administrative & Quasi-Judicial Functions. 

 Federal Structure in India  

 Cooperative & Competitive Federalism 

 Centre-State Relations 

 Legislative Relations 

 Inter-State Relations 

 Administrative and Financial Relations  

 

2. Judicial System: 

 Jurisdiction of the Courts  

 Supreme Court and High Court Judges 

 Chief Justice of India  
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 Three-tier structure 

 

3. Various Bodies (Quasi-Judicial, Statutory, Regulatory) 

 Election Commission 

 Finance Commission 

 National Commission for SC & STs 

 Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

 Attorney General of India  

 Bar Council of India 

 NITI Aayog 

 RBI 

 Union Public Service Commission 

 State Public Service Commission 

 Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities 

 NHRC 

 State Human Rights Commission 

 CBI 

 Lokpal and Lokayuktas 

 National Commission for Women 

 National Commission for Backward Classes 

 National Commission for Minorities 

 SEBI 

 Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

 Central Pollution Control Board 

 Medical Council of India 

 Central Electricity Regulatory Commission 

 Directorate General of Civil Aviation 

 Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 

 Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

 University Grants Commission 

 Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
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 Competition Commission of India 

 Financial Stability and Development Council 

 All India Council for Technical Education 

 Central Ground Water Authority 

 National Green Tribunal 

 Inland Waterways Authority of India 

 Competition Appellate Tribunal 

 Income-Tax Appellate Tribunal 

 Cyber Appellate Tribunal 

 Intellectual Property Appellate Board 

SOCIAL JUSTICE: 

This section revolves around the topics and issues concerning the various judgement schemes 

and developments concerning the welfare of the society. Newspapers, Magazines and various 

current affairs websites will help you prepare this section.  

IMPORTANT TOPICS: 

1. Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections  

 Performance of these Schemes 

 Issues arising in the implementation of such schemes.  

 

2. Laws for the protection of Vulnerable Sections 

 Institution and Bodies for Protection of Vulnerable Sections (SCs and STs, 

minorities, women, children, disables, transgenders, elderly) 

 Issues Relating to Poverty & Hunger 

 

3. Issues Relating to Development & Management of Social Sector/Services: 

 Education Structure in India 

 Challenges Faced by Education Sector in India 

 Weaknesses of Indian Healthcare System 

 Health Infrastructure in India 

 India's Performance on Various Health Indicators 
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 Universal Health Coverage 

 Status of Literacy in India 

 Maternal & Adolescent Health 

 Health Insurance 

 National Family Health Survey 

 National Health Policy 

 National Health Mission 

 Antimicrobial Resistance 

 Disease Burden in India 

 Universal Health Coverage 

 Measures to Ensure Good Health Outcomes 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: 

This topic stands important not just for the purpose General Studies Paper but also for the Essay 

Paper. Again, newspapers and magazines will stand beneficial for the preparation of this 

Section as well. You should focus on the international columns and work on the basics of Indian 

Diaspora before studying its complex topics.  

IMPORTANT TOPICS:  

 

1.  INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD: 

 The country’s relations with its various neighbouring countries ( such as China, 

Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan, Maldives, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri 

Lanka) 

 Various agreement and treaties with them 

 

2. INDIA’S BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

 Relations with Major Powers 

 With USA, Japan, Russia 

 West Asian Countries  

 Central Asian Countries  

 African Countries  
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 Latin American Countries 

 Australia and New Zealand  

 Pacific Countries 

 EU and European Countries 

 

3. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: 

 World Bank  

 WTO 

 International Monetary Fund  

 United Nation and its Agencies 

 World Economic Forum 

 Commonwealth of Nations 

 

4. GLOBAL AND REGIONAL GROUPS: 

 BRICS 

 ASEAN 

 RCEP 

 SCO 

 SAARC 

 BIMSTEC 

 Indian-Africa Forum  

 Ashgabat Agreement  

 Mekong Ganga Cooperation 

 Raisina Dialogue 

 East Asia Summit  

 G-20  

 National Security Summit  

 Heart of Asia Conference  

 Asian Development Bank  
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STUDY MATERIALS 

 

Given below are some important materials and sources through which one could prepare for 

GENERAL STUDIES-(paper-2) 

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION PAPERS:  

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 

 

LINKS TO REFER 

2020 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/new/CSAT_Pre_2020_Keys_Set_A.pdf 

 

2019 

https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/upsc-previous-papers/2019-CSAT_PAPER-II-A.pdf 

 

2018 

https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/upsc-previous-papers/2018-CSAT_PAPER-II-C.pdf 

 

2017 

https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/upsc-previous-papers/2017-CSAT_PAPER-II-C.pdf 

2016 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/upsc-previous-papers/2016-CSAT_PAPER-II.pdf 

2015 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/Prelim%20Qs/2015/Paper-II.pdf 

2014 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/Prelim%20Qs/2014/General%20Studies-II.pdf 

2013 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/Prelim%20Qs/2013/gs-2_a.pdf 

2012 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/pdf_upload/Prelim%20Qs/2012/pap2a.pdf 
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NCERT BOOKS:  

A thorough knowledge of various subject matter can be received via NCERT books. It helps 

in strengthening the foundation or core of the subject also the subjects asked in GS-1 paper can 

be covered through these books. Given below, is the list of NCERT books for all the subjects 

in class-wise manner.  

 

 

CLASS 

 

LINKS TO REFFER 

 

CLASS 12 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_12 

 

CLASS 11 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_11 

 

CLASS 10 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_10 

 

CLASS 9 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_9 

 

CLASS 8 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_8 

 

CLASS 7 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_7 

 

CLASS 6 

 

https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-books/#NCERT_Books_for_Class_6 
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OPTIONAL BOOKS: 

SUBJECT            BOOK TO REFER  

INDIAN POLITY  Indian Polity- M. Laxmikanth   

 NCERT  

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

 Certificate Physical and human resources: Indian edition (by-

Goh Cheng Leon)   

 NCERT  

 Orient black swan (World Atlas)  

 

 

    HISTORY 

 

 India’s Struggle for Independence – (Bipan Chandra) 

 Indian Art and Culture (by Nitin Singhania) 

 NCERT (Ancient & Medieval)   

           NCERT (Modern Indian History) 

ECONOMICS  Indian Economy (by Nitin Singhania) 

 Economic Development & Policies in India – (Jain & Ohri) 

 NCERT 

INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS   

 

 Contemporary world politics   

 Current affairs   

 

     CSAT  

 Tata- (McGraw Hill) CSAT Manual  

  Verbal & Non-Verbal Reasoning – R S Aggarwal  
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LIST OF VARIOUS MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION SERIES 

 

 

TOPIC 

 

LINKS TO REFER 

INTER 

PERSONAL 

SKILLS AND 

DECISION 

MAKING 

1. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-

ii/interpersonal-communication-skills/mcq-2 

2. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/decision-

making/mcq-1 

3. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-

ii/interpersonal-communication-skills/mcq-1 

 

 

 

 

 

BASIC      

NUMERACY 

1. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/sequences-and-series/mcq-25 (Series and Sequence)  

2. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/statistics/mcq-24 (Statics) 

3. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/set-theory-venn-diagrams-functions-relations/mcq-23 

4. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/concepts-of-geometry/mcq-18 (concepts of geometry) 

5. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/compound-interest/mcq-14 (compound interest) 

6. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/basic-

numeracy/simple-interest/mcq-13 (simple interest) 

 

ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE 

1. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/english-

language-and-comprehension-skills/english-language-

comprehension/mcq-10 

2. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/english-

language-and-comprehension-skills/foreign-words-and-phrases/mcq-

9 

3. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/english-

language-and-comprehension-skills/analogy/mcq-8 

4. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/english-

language-and-comprehension-skills/sentence-arrangement/mcq-7 
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5. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/english-

language-comprehension/mcq-5 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL       

MENTAL 

ABILITY 

1. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/general-

mental-ability/alphabet-test/mcq-7 (alphabet test) 

2. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/general-

mental-ability/sitting-arrangements/mcq-8 (sitting arrangement) 

3. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/general-

mental-ability/arithmetical-reasoning/mcq-9 (arithmetical 

reasoning)  

4. https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-ii/general-

mental-ability/inserting-the-missing-character/mcq-10 (inserting the 

missing character)  
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CHAPTER - 3 

PREPARE FOR MAINS EXAM & INTERVIEW 

"You Can't cross the sea merely by standing 

and staring at the water" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 \ 
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UPSC MAINS EXAM- SYLLABUS & PATTERN 

 

UPSC Exam consists of total nine papers which are descriptive in nature. Duration of test of 

each paper is 3 hours. Paper A and Paper B are of 300 marks each. All other papers are of 250 

marks each.  

 

PAPER SUBJECT 

Paper A Compulsory Indian language 

Paper B English 

Paper I Essay 

Paper II General Studies I 

Paper III General Studies II 

Paper IV General Studies III 

Paper V General Studies IV 

Paper VI Optional I 

Paper VII Optional II 

 

 

1. PAPER A - COMPULSORY INDIAN LANGUAGE  

(i) Comprehension of given passages. 

(ii) Precis Writing 

(iii) Usage and Vocabulary 

(iv) Short Essay 

(v) Translation from English to the Indian language and vice-versa 

 

2. PAPER B - ENGLISH  

(i) Comprehension of given passages  

(ii) Precis Writing 

(iii) Usage and Vocabulary 

(iv) Short Essay 
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3. PAPER I  

To write an essay on a specific topic  

 

4. GENERAL STUDIES I 

 Indian Heritage and Culture 

 History of the World  

 Geography of the World 

 Salient features of Indian Society 

 Modern Indian history  

 The Freedom Struggle 

 Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country 

 Role of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues, poverty 

and developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies 

 Effects of globalization on Indian society 

 Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism 

 

5. GENERAL STUDIES II 

(i) Indian Constitution 

(ii) Governance 

(iii)International relations 

(iv)  Polity 

(v)  Social Justice 

6. GENERAL STUDIES III 

(i) Economic Development 

(ii)  Technology 

(iii) Environment 

(iv)  Bio-diversity 

(v) Security and Disaster Management 

 

7. GENERAL STUDIES IV 

(i) Ethics and Human Interface 

(ii) Attitude 
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(iii) Aptitude 

(iv)  Integrity 

(v) Emotional intelligence 

(vi)  Probity in Governance 

 

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS OF PAPER VI AND VII 

1. Agriculture  

2. Botany  

3. Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Science  

4. Chemistry 

5. Anthropology  

6. Economics  

7. Civil Engineering  

8. Electrical Engineering  

9. Commerce and Accountancy 

10. Geography  

11. History 

12. Geology  

13. Management  

14. Law  

15. Economics 

16. Mathematics 

17. Mechanical Engineering  

18. Medical Science  

19. Physics  

20. Psychology  

21. Philosophy   

22. Political Science  

23. International Relations 

24. Public Administration    

25. Statistics  

26. Sociology   

27. Zoology 
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UPSC MAINS EXAM 

PAPER A&B – COMPULSORY INDIAN LANGUAGE & ENGLISH 

 

About& Nature of The Paper: 

The paper consists of Indian languages and also aspirants can easily attend the question paper 

with their convenient language and known. The point of the paper is to test the up-and-comer's 

capacity to peruse and comprehend genuine rambling composition, and to communicate his 

thoughts plainly and accurately in English/Indian language concerned. 

Indian Languages: 

 The Papers on Indian Languages and English will be of Matriculation or 

identical norm and will be of qualifying nature as it were. The imprints acquired 

in these papers won't be meant positioning.  

 The applicants should answer the English and Indian Languages papers in 

English and the individual Indian language (aside from where interpretation is 

included 

         Indian language paper in UPSC Mains Exam: 

 

The necessary language papers in the common help mains test include 2 papers:  

 

1) English Language (300 imprints)  

 

2) Any Indian Language (300 imprints)  

 

IAS Mains is likewise a disconnected test. Each paper will convey 250 imprints.  

              Each paper is for 3 hours. 30 minutes are offered extra to dazzle understudies. 

Questions will be abstract in nature. They will be given in both Hindi and English language. 

 

 

 



 

102 | P a g e  
 

Qualifying Marks for UPSC Indian Language Paper: 

 

According to the UPSC 2020 notice, the base passing imprints for the two papers is 

25% for example 75 imprints in each paper. Scoring this base cut off isn't that 

troublesome given how straightforward the schedule is. Allow us to examine the 

technique to be embraced to handle these 2 papers. 

Time Allotted: 

For each paper 3 hours’ time allotted 

Part A – 3 hrs. 

Part B- 3 hrs. 

The target of UPSC is to test a competitor's fundamental capability for example 

perusing, composing and grasping abilities with respect to Indian dialects as recorded 

under the eighth timetable of our constitution. With this psyche, we should take a 

gander at the example of the paper. 

Syllabus: 

The passing paper on Indian Languages will be of Matriculation or identical norm. The 

imprints acquired in this paper won't be meant positioning. The point of the paper is to 

test the applicants' capacity to peruse and comprehend genuine verbose exposition and 

to communicate his thoughts unmistakably and accurately, in the English and Indian 

Language concerned. The base imprints required is 30%. (UPSC says, the papers on 

Essay, General Studies and Optional Subject of just such up-and-comers will be taken 

discernment who accomplish 30% imprints in Indian Language and 25% imprints in 

English as least qualifying guidelines in these passing papers.)  

 

Indian Language Syllabus – Civil Services Mains Exam UPSC  

The passing paper on Indian Languages will be of Matriculation or comparable norm. 

The imprints acquired in this paper won't be meant positioning. The point of the paper 

is to test the applicants' capacity to peruse and comprehend genuine verbose exposition 

and to communicate his thoughts obviously and accurately, in the English and Indian 

Language concerned. The base imprints required is 30%. (UPSC says, the papers on 

Essay, General Studies and Optional Subject of just such up-and-comers will be taken 
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awareness who accomplish 30% imprints in Indian Language and 25% imprints in 

English as least qualifying norms in these passing papers.)  

 

English– Civil Services Mains Exam UPSC  

The UPSC common administrations primary test comprises of 9 papers out of which 

one is the English language paper. This paper is obligatory and is of qualifying nature. 

The imprints got in this paper won't be meant your last positioning.  

 

The primary goals of the English paper are:  

To survey an up-and-comer's capacity to peruse and comprehend genuine elucidating 

composition.  

 

To survey a competitor's capacity to communicate his/her thoughts accurately and 

plainly. A ton of applicants (who don't fancy themselves as having great English) stress 

pointlessly for this paper. Recall that you don't need to talk or know the Queen's English 

to clear this paper. The inquiries posed in this paper will be of registration or identical 

norm. Simply catch up on your sentence structure and make it a training to peruse 

routinely. That will help you accumulate a decent jargon and help you score basically 

the base needed to breeze through this test which is 75 out of a sum of 300. Given 

beneath is the English inquiry paper design for the UPSC common administrations 

primary test alongside test questions:  

 

UPSC mains English obligatory paper schedule: according to the UPSC notice, the 

prospectus for the English language paper will be of registration or identical norm. 

The example of inquiries in the passing Indian Language Paper would be expansive as 

follows: 

 Essay writing- 100 marks 

Tips to prepare essay writing  

This article is general and unique in relation to the exposition that you would 

write in the UPSC mains paper. Here, UPSC needs to test your capacity to 

compose clearly on any theme. In the English paper, you ought to compose an 

article more in accordance with the papers that you wrote in your school and 

school days.  
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 Pick your theme shrewdly.  

 Peruse more papers to get more thoughts.  

 Have a legitimate construction for your paper. There ought to be a 

presentation, body and end.  

 Utilize dynamic voice as opposed to aloof at every possible opportunity. 

This makes your article really holding.  

 Utilize different jargon and try not to rehash words.  

 Have a positive and satisfying tone.  

 Utilize suitable statements as it shows your learnedness. 

  

 Comprehension of given sections. 75 marks 

Tips for writing comprehension  

 

 You don't need to comprehend everything written in the section; simply 

the substance would do.  

 Peruse the inquiry well and search for the appropriate response.  

 Underline watchwords while you read the section.  

 Stick to answers which you can discover in the section. Try not to 

construe your decision from the section.  

 The significance of expanding your jargon can't be focused on enough. 

Thus, work on your jargon and up your shots at understanding the 

section better.  

 Work on tackling cognizance entries as careful discipline brings about 

promising results. 

 

  Precis Writing 

This establishes the hardest piece of the paper since compacting an exposition 

of 1000 words into only 1/third without losing the very substance is a test in 

reality. Given the job that needs to be done, the time required likewise goes up. 

Thus, the test is to effectively pack the given entry inside the specified time 

period.  

Peruse the given entry cautiously and comprehend the center thoughts included. 

Then, at that point, set up an unfinished version which will contain every one 
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of the pivotal focuses. Later this can be made to find a way into the cases given. 

While topping off the cases, be exceptionally reasonable and do whatever it 

takes not to squander too many boxes for articles (a, an, the) and relational 

words (on, at, in, on).  

Note: Never go amiss from the center thought in the given section and be aware of the time 

limitation. -75 marks 

 Usage and Vocabulary- 50 marks  

This segment will contain different 1 marker. Questions range from – Amending 

a sentence  

Providing the missing words  

Utilizing the right type of action words  

Composing Antonyms/Synonyms  

Revising the sentence as coordinated  

Making Sentences as coordinated  

Fill in the Blanks  

Making sentences utilizing phrases  

As should be obvious, these inquiries are exceptionally straightforward and the 

standard is of Matriculation or comparable level. Have a go at completing these 

inquiries as fast as conceivable since they are not tedious in nature. 

 

  Short Essay -100 marks 

UPSC gives 4 general themes out of which a wannabe is relied upon to pick one 

and answer. The goal of this exposition isn't to test an up-and-comer's inside 

and out information with respect to the theme picked rather the goal is to test 

whether a competitor can communicate his considerations, feelings and 

suppositions in English at an essential level. As far as possible for this 

exposition is 600 words. Thus, a competitor need not plan only for this article 

as the planning accomplished for GS and Essay paper is adequate. Ordinary 

perusing of the paper will assist with working on your language and your 

composing abilities.  

Design your exposition into 3 sections:  

Presentation  

Body  
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End  

This way your exposition looks coordinated. Guarantee that you conceptualize 

on the design of the article before you begin composing. 

 

  Translation from English to the Indian language and vice‐versa 

 

Time Management: 

Short essay                - 50 mins 

Precis writing            - 55 mins 

Reading comprehension -45 mins 

Usage and vocabulary     - 30 mins 

 

Pattern Of Compulsory Indian Language Paper: 

Short essay                  - 100 marks 

Reading comprehension – 60 marks 

Precis writing                   - 60marks  

Translation 2                   - 40 marks 

Usage and vocabulary    - 40marks  

 

Important Topics: 

In Part -A paper consists compulsory Indian language we have to choose language for UPSC 

exam paper and it consists of different languages they are: 

Assamese                             Assamese 

Bengali                                  Bengali 

Gujarati                                 Gujarati 

Hindi                                     Devanagari 

Kannada                                Kannada 

Kashmiri                                Persian 

Konkani                                 Devanagari 

Malayalam                            Malayalam 
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Manipuri                               Bengali 

Marathi                                 Devanagari 

Nepali                                   Devanagari 

Oriya                                     Oriya 

Punjabi                                 Gurumukhi 

Sanskrit                                 Devanagari 

Sindhi                                   Devanagari or Arabic 

Tamil                                    Tamil 

Telugu                                  Telugu 

Urdu                                     Persian 

Bodo                                    Devanagari 

Dogri                                     Devanagari 

Maithilli                                 Devanagari 

Santhali                                 Devanagari or Olchiki 

 

Peruse the inquiry paper appropriately first. Settle those inquiries wherein you are 

certain and agreeable. On the off chance that your sentence structure abilities are 

acceptable, you are encouraged to finish the inquiries on language first.  

In the event that language structure isn't your strong point, answer the understanding 

entry first. This is normally easier on the grounds that you can detect the appropriate 

responses in the entry in the actual inquiry.  

For the article question, pick straightforward yet powerful language. Attempt the 

exposition question toward the end with no less than forty minutes to save. Whenever 

you are done with different segments, you will have grown enough 'stream' to pen your 

article. Along these lines, you ought not sit around idly to compose an intricate article 

toward the start of your paper. Try not to spell botches and syntactic blunders. Observe 

the accompanying principle when you endeavor the inquiry on interpretation: On the 

off chance that you are preferred in English over in the Indian language, you ought to 

do the Indian language to English interpretation first. On the other hand, in the event 

that you are more agreeable in the Indian language when contrasted with English, you 

should endeavor the interpretation from English to the vernacular first. 
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For all Indian languages question paper, you can check each language UPSC exam 

papers through this link: 

 

 

 

 

 UPSC IAS Assamese Question Paper, Civil Services Assamese Question Bank 

(careerindia.com) 

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwiez4iru-

XxAhWMmWYCHQpeDXQYABAHGgJzbQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CA

ESQeD2dUEL_bRGuHsj1nN4i9J5y6JJlEtKffVnsMWvuNoQxb5OPlpx_-cEK-5-

F4D0oy0J2iPBZN65-

8wpfi4pelHk&sig=AOD64_3HLlXPu6zmYQ1vKGPFB1ytEM5v2A&ctype=5&q=

&ved=2ahUKEwj_w4Cru-XxAhUsILcAHXrjB0AQ9aACegQIARBB&adurl= 

 Full page photo (upsc.gov.in) 

 QP-CSM19-EnglishCompulsory.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 HINDI_0.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 KANNAD.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 TELUGU_0.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 TAMIL_0.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 SANSKRIT_0.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 MALAYALAM.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 MARATHI_0.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 GUJARATI.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 BENGALI_1.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 

 ASSAMESE_1.pdf (upsc.gov.in) 
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UPSC MAINS EXAM 

PAPER I & II 

 

PAPER TYPE MARKS 

PAPER I Essay 250 

PAPER II General Studies-I (Indian Heritage and Culture, 

History and Geography of the World and Society) 

250 

 

UPSC Mains Paper I 

Essay: 

There is no longer a fixed syllabus for the essay paper in the UPSC mains syllabus. According 

to the UPSC, “Candidates are expected to remain near the essay's location to organize their 

thoughts in an orderly manner and write concisely.” It is possible to give credit for a powerful 

and clear expression.” 

Common topic for Essay Paper 

 Here are some examples of essay topics that IAS mains frequently assign. Having a 

clear notion of the essay topics will support you in making a look at plan that is 

appropriate: 

 In the context of India, how important is each human intelligence and technology 

intelligence in combating terrorism? 

 Is it possible to combine technology and mysticism? 

 Is it a fair deal for Indian working women to balance home and work? 

 Indian cinema is a reflection of America's well-known way of life, but it no longer has 

any influence in creating society. 

 The credit-based higher education system's status, prospects, and challenges. 

Books and References for Making UPSC Essay Writing Easy: 

For widespread reading - 

1. My experiment with truth - M.K Gandhi 
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2. India after independence - Bipin Chandra 

3. Discovery of India - J.L Nehru 

4. Getting India lower back on track - via way of means of Ratan Tata 

For unique reading - 

1. Democracy in India NCERT 

2. Social Problems in India - Ram Ahuja 

3. Women in Indian Society - Neera Desai and Usha 

4. Thakkar (NBT Publication) 

5. The Hindu (editorial articles) 

6. Yojana 

7. Kurukshetra 

8. Frontline 

 

 Guidelines to follow when preparing for the UPSC Essay Paper: 

 

 The excellent solution to how to prepare an essay for UPSC can be properly 

established from the following tips. Let's have a look at them: 

 The essay isn't always only a test of your true understanding. It's a test of your 

inventiveness, inventive spirit, and competence in the age of new ideas. 

 It's crucial to have a desire for terms and the correct announcement. 

 Make a list of potential phrases for the phrases you use frequently to do so.  

 When you come across effective sentences, paragraphs, or quotations, jot them down. 

 Keep a close eye on the subject of concern. Whatever you write must be fully relevant 

to the subject at hand. 

 The introduction should account for about five to seven percent of the essay's total 

length, the body for about 86 to ninety percent, and the conclusion for about five to 

seven percent. 

 Remember the points of essay: a - for correctness; b - for brevity; and c - for creativity 

if you want to get good grades. 

 Don't take too many views. Your article should reflect your judgmental stability, 

holistic attitude, and analytical bent of mind. 

 Choose your topic carefully - 
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 A topic about which you are extremely passionate or have a strong feeling. In this 

instance, you may be prone to becoming overly enthusiastic and failing to write a 

well-balanced essay. This has the potential to work against you. 

 You don't have to start writing right away after making a well-informed decision on a 

topic. It is quite beneficial to think for a bit and collect your thoughts. Write the 

components you need to list down in pencil so you can write them in the best order 

possible. 

 You can begin composing the essay once you've mastered the challenging aspects. 

When writing, you must follow a fantastic structure. 

 

UPSC Mains Paper II 

The following table lists the topics covered in UPSC Mains Paper-II, also known as the Mains 

GS 1, along with NCERT Notes on each subject: 

SUBJECT SUB TOPIC 

History Art & Culture 

Modern History 

World History 

Geography Physical Geography of India & World 

Human Geography 

Indian Society Demography, Social Issues, and Developments in Indian Society 

 

Mains General Studies Paper-I for IAS: Detailed Structure: 

The following are the critical abilities of the General Studies I Mains paper: 

 There are 20 compulsory questions in Hindi and English that must be answered in the 

language selected when filling out the application form. Questions that can be answered 

in a different language are not examined. 

 The paper is worth a total of 250 points. 

 The phrase limit for 10marks questions is 150, while for 15marks questions it is 250. 

 The records syllabus places a strong emphasis on Modern History topics, with questions 

ranging from the American Revolution to the Indian Renaissance and related sub-

subjects. 
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 The emphasis of the geography syllabus is on modern affairs-related studies in 

combination with static sub-subjects. 

 The questions are drawn from the Indian Society syllabus and include topics such as 

women's empowerment, secularism, Indian society's way of life, and so on. 

The detailed syllabus for UPSC Mains General Studies Paper-I (UPSC GS 1 syllabus) is 

tabulated below: 

Topic Sub-Topics 

History  Modern Indian History from about the 

middle of the eighteenth century until 

the present- significant events, 

personalities, issues. 

 The Freedom Struggle — its various 

stages and important 

contributors/contributions from 

different parts of the country. 

 Post-independence Consolidation and 

Reorganization within the country. 

 History of the World will include 

events from the 18th century such as 

the Industrial Revolution, world wars, 

Redrawer of National Boundaries, 

Colonization, Decolonization, political 

philosophies like Communism, 

Capitalism, Socialism etc.— their 

forms and effect on society. 

Art & Culture  Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature 

and Architecture from ancient to 

modern times 

Geography  Salient features of World’s Physical 

Geography. 

 Distribution of Key Natural Resources 

across the world (including South Asia 
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and the Indian sub-continent); factors 

responsible for the location of primary, 

secondary, and tertiary sector 

industries in various parts of the world 

(including India). 

 Important Geophysical phenomena 

such as earthquakes, Tsunami, 

Volcanic activity, cyclones etc., 

geographical features and their location 

changes in critical geographical 

features (including water bodies and 

ice caps) and flora and fauna and the 

effects of such changes. 

Indian Society  Salient features of Indian Society, 

Diversity of India. 

 Role of Women and Women’s 

Organization, Population and 

Associated Issues 

 Poverty and Developmental issues, 

 Urbanization, their problems and their 

remedies. 

 Effects of Globalization on Indian 

society. 

 Social Empowerment 

 Communalism 

 Regionalism 

 Secularism. 
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Focus Areas in Mains General Studies-I: 

The table below gives the focus areas in Mains GS Paper-I which an aspirant should focus on: 

 

Subject Topics 

Art & Culture  Classical dances 

 Temple architecture 

 Themes of ancient Indian history 

 Literature 

 Music and musical instruments 

Modern History  Four important agitations/movements: 

Swadeshi and Boycott movement, 

Khilafat and Non-cooperation 

movement, Civil Disobedience 

movement, Quit India movement. 

 Social/religious reform movements: 

personalities and their contributions 

 Contributions of important 

personalities (Indian and foreign) 

India after Independence & Political 

Philosophies 

 Admission of princely states 

 Role of important personalities 

 Important movements after 1947 

 Communism 

 Capitalism 

 socialism 

World History  American, French, Russian and 

Industrial Revolution 

 World War I and II 

 Current affairs 

 International pages of The Hindu and 

The Indian Express 

Society of India  Diversity in India 

 Women Empowerment 
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 Issues in Indian Society 

Geography  Cyclones, hurricanes, earthquakes 

 Location of industries in India 

 Water bodies 

 Climate change 

 Natural Resources 
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UPSC MAINS EXAM 

PAPER III & IV 

 

General Studies- II (Paper III): 

The General studies-2 (paper 3), civil service main exam covers these major subjects-  

1. Governance 

2. Constitution 

3. Polity 

4. Social injustice  

5. International relation.  

 

Pattern Or Structure of The Exam:  

a. This examination is subjective in nature. It comprises of 20 compulsory questions 

which has to be answered each.  

b. The question paper is printed in both the languages Hindi as well as English. The 

candidate is supposed to write the examination in the preferred language which they 

have opted for while filling out the application form. Questions answered in any other 

language are not evaluated.  

c. The paper is of a total of 250 marks. Where the 10 marks questions are to be answered 

in maximum 150 words and the 15 marks questions are to be answered in maximum 

250 marks.    

d. Time allotted to complete all the 20 questions is 3 hours i.e., 180 min.   

e. In this particular exam, the candidates might face a little bit of difficulty since the 

subjects are highly overlapped. Also, this paper is dependent upon current affairs as 

well.   
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Given below is a detailed syllabus for each of the respective subject- 

 

 

SUBJECT 

 

 

                                              TOPIC 

 

 

GOVERNENCE 

1. Powers, functions responsibilities and appointment of various 

constitutional bodies and posts 

2. Government bodies like; statutory, regulatory and various quasi-

judicial bodies 

3. Polices and interventions framed or made by the government for the 

development of different sectors.  

4. Functioning and role of the organizations which are not associated 

with the government like; NGO’S, SHGs, donors, charities, 

institutions and associations.    

5. Problems and issues arising out of the polices and interventions 

made by the government.  

6. Industrialization and development process 

7. Transparency and accountability of the governance and the 

government.  

8. Role of civil service in democracy.  

9.  Success, limitations, model and potential of “E-governance” along 

with citizen charter. 

   

INDIAN  

CONSTITUTION 

1. History and foundation of the Indian constitution. 

2. Salient features of the constitution and Representation of people’s 

Act. 

3. Basic structure, evolution and amendments of the Indian 

constitution.  

4. Federal structure - issues and challenges, and privileges. 

5. Separation of power between various organs of the government.  

6. Union and state- functions and responsibility. 

7. Devolution of power and the challenges and problems associated to 

it. 

8. Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the states. 
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9. Issues and challenges related to the Federal Structure. 

10. Devolution of powers and finances up to local government level. 

11. Dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions 

12. Comparison of India’s constitutional scheme with that of the other 

countries.  

POLITY  

 

1. Structure, organization, and functioning of the Executive and the 

Judiciary Ministries and Departments of the Government; 

2. pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in 

the Polity  

3. Parliament and State Legislatures 

1. Structure 

2. Functioning 

3. Conduct of Business 

4. Powers & Privileges 

5. Issues arising out of Powers & Privileges of legislative bodies  

    

 

SOCIAL 

INJUSTICE 

1. Welfare schemes made by the center and state along with its 

performance for the venerable section of the society.  

2. Laws, mechanism, institutions, and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

3. Issues related to the development and management of the Health, 

Education, Human Resource of the country. 

4. Issues related to poverty and hunger. 

 

 

International 

relations  

1. India and its neighbourhood 

2. Relations between India and neighbouring countries 

3. Grouping and agreements may it be- Bilateral, regional, or global 

which affects India’s interest.  

4. Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests 

5. Indian diaspora 

6. Important International institutions and agencies along with their 

structure and mandate. 
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Given Below Are Links for Some Previous Year Question Papers:  

1. https://mindmaps4ias.in/upsc-mains-2019-general-studies-2-analysis/   - (2019)  

2. https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01/10/general-studies-paper-3-upsc-mains-

civil-services-ias-exam-2020-question-paper/  - (2020)  

3.  

Here, is a question bank for each subject comprising of 7 years, previous year question 

paper.  

Subject                                           Links to refer  

Governance  

(2020-2013) 

 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/governance-questions-upsc-mains-gs-2/ 

 

Indian 

Constitution  

(2020- 

2013) 

 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/constitution-questions-upsc-mains-gs-2/ 

 

Polity  

(2020-2013) 

 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/polity-questions-upsc-mains-gs-2/ 

 

Social 

Injustice  

(2020-2013) 

 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/social-justice-questions-upsc-mains-gs-2/  

 

International 

relations  

(2020-2013) 

 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/international-relations-questions-upsc-

mains-gs-2/  
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Sources And Books to Refer for Preparation:  

GOVERNANC

E 

1. “GOVERNANCE IN INDIA” - BY M. LAXMIKANTH  

Along with this-  

2. Daily reading of newspaper is important:  

a. Select articles from ‘The Hindu’ 

b. Economic Survey 

c. Press Information Bureau (PIB) (http://pib.nic.in/ ) 

d. ARC reports 

(https://darpg.gov.in/sites/default/files/public_order5.pdf ) 

POLITY  1. “INDIAN POLITY” by M. LAXMIKANTH  

2. NCERT BOOK FOR CLASS 11TH “The Indian constitution at 

work”  

SOCIAL IN- 

JUSTICE 

1. ARTICLES- “The Hindu”  

2. http://india.gov.in/my-government/schemes  

3. http://planningcommission.nic.in/reports/articles/index.php?rep

ts=artbody.htm  

INTERNATIO

NAL  

RELATION 

1. PAX INDICA- SASHI KUNDRA 

2. INDIA AND THE WORLD- SURENDRA KUMAR 

3. http://www.mea.gov.in/  

CONSTITUTIO

N 

1. “OUR PARLIAMENT” BY SUBHASH KASHYAP  

2. “Introduction to the Constitution of India” – D.D Basu  

3. “Our Constitution” – Subhash C. Kashyap 
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General Studies- III (Paper IV): 

The general studies – 3 (Paper-4) comprises of these major subjects:  

1. Technology 

2. Economic Development  

3. Bio diversity and Environment  

4.  Security and Disaster Management  

Pattern Or Structure of The Exam:  

A. This examination is subjective in nature. It comprises of 20 compulsory questions 

which has to be answered each.  

B. The question paper is printed in both the languages Hindi as well as English. The 

candidate is supposed to write the examination in the preferred language which they 

have opted for while filling out the application form. Questions answered in any other 

language are not evaluated.  

C. The paper is of a total of 250 marks. Where the 10 marks questions are to be answered 

in maximum 150 words and the 15 marks questions are to be answered in maximum 

250 marks.    

D. Time allotted to complete all the 20 questions is 3 hours i.e., 180 min.   

 

Given Below Is the Syllabus for All the Respective Subjects:  

SUBJECT                                SYLLABUS 

TECHNOLOGY 1. Science and Technology  

a. Development in this field along with its application and effects 

in every day life.  

b. Major contribution by Indians in the field of science and 

technology(achievements).   

c. Development and indigenization of technology.    

2. General awareness about- IT, Space, Computers, Robotics, 

Nanotechnology, Biotechnology.  

3. Intellectual property and its right.  
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ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

1. INDIAN ECONOMY 

A. Issues and potential related to its growth and development 

B. Issued related to planning and mobilization of resources  

C. Inclusive growth and problems associated to it 

D. Employment  

E. Government budgeting  

2. INFRASTRUCTURE  

a. In the field of- energy, road, ports, airport, railways etc.  

3. Poverty, subsidies, poverty alleviation and agricultural 

pattern.  

a. Buffer stock and problems associated to it.  

b. Indirect and direct farm subsidies and associated issues. 

c. The system of MSP along with its problems.  

d. The functioning, objectives, limitations, revamp of Public 

Distribution System. 

e. Technology missions 

f. Economics of Animal rearing   

4. Major crops and cropping patterns  

a. Transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues 

related to its transportation  

b. Types of irrigation and it’s storage system.  

c. E- technology in the aid of farmers 

5. Scope, signification, location and requirements of the food 

processing and related industries in India.  

6. Supply chain management 

7. Land reforms in India  

8. Liberalization and its effects.  

9. Changes and effects of industrial policy on industrial growth.  

 

BIO- 

DIVERSITY 

AND 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. Types of biodiversity  

2. Environmental pollution and degradation 

3. Environmental Impact Assessment  

4. Environment and conservation   
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Disaster 

management 

1. Disasters and it’s types  

2. Disaster management  

 

SECURITY 1. Cyber security and its basics  

2. Prevention to money laundering along with its concept  

3. Security challenges and its management in border areas.  

4. Different security forces and agencies along with their mandate  

5. Challenges to Internal Security through communication 

networks, focusing on the role of social networking sites in 

internal security challenges.  

6. Linkages between development and spread of extremism 

7. Role of state and non-state actors in creating challenges to 

internal security 

 

Sources and Books to refer:  

SUBJECTS BOOKS TO REFER 

ECONOMICS 1. Class 12 NCERT – ‘Introductory Macroeconomics’ 

2. Economic Survey of India and India Year Book 

3. http://www.nfsm.gov.in.  (Food security aspects)  

4.   http://agricoop.nic.in  (State of India Agriculture) 

5. Newspapers   

The Hindu Business Line,  

Business Standard or 

              Economic Times.  

6. Manorama year book (current affairs)  

7. http://planningcommission.nic.in. (Five-year planning 

commission)  

8. http://indiabudget.nic.in/ (Budget) 

SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

1. Science and technology – by Ashok Singh  

2. Science and technology in India (spectrum)   

3. http://powermin.nic.in (Ministry of Power)  
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4. Ministry of science and technology   

 

ENVIRONMENT 1. ‘Textbook of Environmental Studies for Undergraduate 

Courses’ by Erach Bharucha  

2. Environment Studies: from Crises to cure- by R. Rajagopalan  

3. Biodiversity, Environment and Disaster Management by 

Shamna Hussain  

4.  

SECURITY AND 

DISASTER 

MANAGEMENT 

1. Yojana - this covers Disaster Management perspectives.  

2. India's National Security: A Reader – by Kanti P Bajpai  

3. Internal Security and Disaster Management- by Ashok Kumar  

4. Security Management-by Shamna Hussain  

 

   

Previous Year Question Papers From (2020-2013): 

SUBJECT LINKS TO REFER  

ECONOMICS  

(2020-2013) 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/economy-upsc-mains-

questions/   

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/agriculture-questions-

upsc-mains-gs-3/ (for agriculture) 

SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/science-technology-

questions-upsc-mains-gs-3/  

ENVIRONMENT AND BIO-

DIVERSITY 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/environment-ecology-

questions-upsc-mains-gs-3/   

SECURITY AND 

DISASTERMANAGEMENT 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/disaster-management-

questions-upsc-mains-gs-3/ (disaster management) 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/security-questions-upsc-

mains-gs-3/ (security) 
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UPSC MAINS EXAM 

PAPER V & VI 

 

Paper-V (General Studies-IV): Ethics, Integrity, And Aptitude 

This paper is of a total of 250 marks and 3 hours is the allotted time limit. It includes questions 

aiming to know the candidate’s attitude and approach towards the various issues relating to 

integrity, probity in public life, and the candidate’s problem-solving approach to various issues 

and personal conflicts faced by her/him in dealing with society.  

Focus areas: 

 Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants, and consequences of ethics in 

human actions; dimensions of ethics; ethics in private and public relationships. 

 Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of great leaders, reformers, and 

administrators; the role of family, society, and educational institutions in inculcating 

values. 

 Attitude: content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and 

behaviour; moral and political attitudes; social influence and persuasion. 

 Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service, integrity, impartiality and non-

partisanship, objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance, and 

compassion towards the weaker sections. Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their 

utilities and application in administration and governance. Contributions of moral 

thinkers and philosophers from India and the world. 

 Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems; 

ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions; laws, rules, 

regulations, and conscience as sources of ethical guidance; accountability and ethical 

governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance; ethical issues in 

international relations and funding; corporate governance. 

 Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; Philosophical basis of governance 

and probity; 
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 Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of 

Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizen's Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, 

Utilization of public funds, challenges of corruption 

 Also, Case Studies on the above-mentioned issues. 

You may think that this paper has a slight overlap of topics with Governance and Social Justice 

Subjects from General Studies paper II in the Civil Service Examination mains papers but it is 

different from the syllabus of other GS papers. 

Important points: 

 Practice previous year's question papers. 

 Solve the CSAT decision-making questions. 

 Go through Ethics in Governance reports and Book by Ramesh K Arora (Ethics in 

Governance) 

 See Code of Conduct, citizen’s charter, RTI, Probity in governance reports. 

 Use keywords while writing answers. 

 Always remember, read a single book many times and have complete knowledge rather 

than many books and incomplete knowledge. 

IMPORTANT BOOKS FOR UPSC PAPER V (GS 4) PAPER: 

1. Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude – G Subba Rao & P N Roy Chowdhury 

2. Lexicon for Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude for IAS General Studies Paper IV – Niraj 

Kumar 

3. Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude – Santosh Ajmera & Nanda Kishore Reddy 

4. Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude – M Karthikeyan 

5. Ethics in Governance: Innovations, Issues, and Instrumentalities – Ramesh K Arora 

6. ARC Reports (more emphasis on 4th report) 

7. Verghese Kurien autobiography. 

8. Swami Vivekananda – Karma Yoga and his biography. 

9. Ethics in Public Administration – Patrick Sheeran. 

10. Experiment with Truth – Mahatma Gandhi. 

11. Citizen-Centric Administration – ARC Report. 
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12. Yojana Issues- Good Governance (2013), Inclusive Governance (2013), Reforms in 

Public Administration (2014). 

13. Refer to Fodder for the essay. 

14. Selected articles by Immanuel Kant, Aristotle, etc. There is a BBC website also on 

ethics. 

15. Harvard lectures by Michael Sandel. 

Strategy & Tips: 

This paper is considered as one of the most scoring papers in the UPSC CS mains. The key is 

to practice writing short notes or briefs on topics like probity, honesty, compassion, integrity. 

How to prepare for each of the broader components? 

 Ethics and Integrity: note down the important topics and try to write a short note on 

them, for instance, make short notes on relevant topics that fall under ethics and 

integrity. Make small notes of concepts that are relevant to the topics that are a part of 

ethics and integrity. Also, you should have knowledge about the grammar and jargon 

of ethics and integrity as it will help present the answers. You can also refer to some 

basic books such as Lexicon for Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude for IAS General Studies 

Paper IV by Niraj Kumar. 

  Governance and Emotional Intelligence: In this area, questions related to how ethics is 

put into practice by civil servants are asked and similar note-making strategies should 

be applied to work on the presentation of their ideas and language. Hence, have an 

analytical approach while answering questions from this area. 

 Philosophers & Thinkers & Literature and theories corresponding to social 

thinkers/philosophers and leaders such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Kautilya 

(Chanakya), Ashoka, Rousseau, Gandhi, Sri Aurobindo, Dayanand Saraswati, Martin 

Luther King, Abraham Lincoln, Rabindranath Tagore, M.N Roy, Ram Manohar 

Lohiya, Narayan Guru, Deen Dyal Upadhyay, Nelson Mandela, Subhash Chandra 

Bose, Mother Teresa, Swami Vivekanand, Ambedkar, and Sardar Patel must be read 

briefly. This will help you to answer the questions effectively. 

 Don’t forget to do case studies on the above-mentioned topics. The best way to work 

on this area is to put yourself in the shoes of an administrator and think about what 

you’ve done or how you’ve dealt with the particular situation while reading the 
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newspaper reports of the related incidents. This will help you to strengthen your thought 

process, analytical approach, and crisis management to deal with such situations. You 

can also read newspaper editorials, articles, and interviews of IAS/IPS officers as a 

reference point for strengthening this area. 

The following are the important topics for PAPER V (GS-IV): 

The study materials are limited for this paper and the syllabus is abstract. Hence, you need to 

understand every topic thoroughly so that you can easily frame answers impromptu when 

required. 

 The basic concepts of ethics- definitions and terminologies are particularly important. 

 Determinants and consequences of ethics on human behaviour. 

 Different dimensions of ethics- study this section in detail to have a clear concept. 

 Role of ethical values in private and public relations- study as many case studies 

relevant to this concept to substantiate answers accordingly. You will get several 

questions that are going to be based on this concept. 

 Human values are best prepared for IGNOU materials. 

 Lives and teachings of philosophers, teachers, administrators, and reformers- get a few 

autobiographies and biographies with a specific focus on Indian reformers. Learn a few 

good quotes from these people and use them to enrich your answer better. 

 Role of family, society, and educational institution in developing ethical sense and 

values. 

 The structure and function of ethical concepts and influence on the thought process and 

behaviour of the individual- you will get a brief but comprehensible idea from NCERT 

psychology books for XI and XII. 

 Morality, political attitude, social influence, and their interrelation with ethics. 

 The concept of attitude, integrity, and impartiality are important for civil service 

aspirants. 

 Concept of emotional intelligence, and its utility and administration and governance. 

 Ethics in public administration is a very important section to be prepared in detail for 

this paper- ethical dilemmas and concerns in administration, conscience, laws, and 

regulation as sources for ethical guidance, ways to strengthen the ethical values of 

governance. 
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 Probity in governance- the concept of public service, the philosophical basis of 

governance, and probity. 

 Codes of ethics, conduct, citizen’s charter. 

 Work culture, and challenges of corruption. 

For Previous Year Questions Of GS-4 You Can Refer: 

 https://www.drishtiias.com/upsc-mains-solved-papers-yearwise  

 https://iasbaba.com/upsc-mains-previous-year-question-papers/  

 https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/01/10/general-studies-paper-4-upsc-mains-

civil-services-ias-exam-2020-question-paper/   

 https://www.upsc.gov.in/sites/default/files/GS-IV.pdf  

 https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/topic-wise-gs-4-questions-upsc-mains/  

 https://www.vajiramandravi.com/upsc-previous-papers.php 
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UPSC MAINS 

 PAPER-VI & VII (OPTIONAL SUBJECTS) 

 

 The candidate has to appear for Paper VI (250 Marks) & Paper-VII (250 marks). 

 The candidate can choose from the following subjects for Paper VI and Paper VII:   

o Agriculture-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/agriculture-

optional-for-upsc/ 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-agriculture-optional-papers  

o Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Science-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-animal-husbandry-veterinary-science-optional-syllabus-1603971807-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://www.civilserviceindia.com/subject/Animal-Husbandry/index.html  

o Anthropology- 

Syllabus and important topics- 

https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/anthropology-optional-for-upsc/ 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://wryddle.com/download-free-upsc-anthropology-optional-notes-pdf-ias-

notes/  

o Botany- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-syllabus-for-botany-optional-paper-1603890172-1 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-botany-optional-papers  

o Chemistry –  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-chemistry-optional-syllabus-1603284720-1 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-chemistry-optional-papers  

o Civil Engineering-  
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Syllabus and important topics- https://iasexamportal.com/syllabus/part-b-main-

examination-syllabus-civil-engineering  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-civil-engineering-optional-papers  

o Commerce and Accountancy-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/commerce-

and-accountancy-optional-for-upsc/ 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://www.doorsteptutor.com/Exams/IAS/Mains/Commerce-

Accountancy/Study-Material/  

o Economics- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-economics-optional-syllabus-1602760659-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-economics-optional-papers  

o Electrical Engineering-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/electrical-

engineering-optional-for-upsc.html  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-electrical-engineering-optional-

papers  

o Geography- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/geography-

optional-for-upsc/  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://lotusarise.com/geography-optional-upsc/  

o Geology-  

Syllabus and important topics- 

https://www.civilserviceindia.com/subject/Geology/main-syllabus.html 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-geology-optional-papers  

o History- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/history-

optional-for-upsc.html  
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To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

o Law- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-law-optional-syllabus-1602853333-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-law-optional-categorised-papers  

o Management- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-syllabus-for-management-optional-1603188204-1 

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-management-optional-papers  

o Mathematics-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/upsc-maths-

optional/  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://sarkaribooklet.com/ims-mathematics-optional-notes-pdf/  

o Mechanical Engineering- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/mechanical-

engineering-optional-for-upsc.html  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-mechanical-engineering-optional-

papers  

o Medical Science-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-medical-science-optional-syllabus-1603105818-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-medical-science-optional-papers  

o Philosophy- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/philosophy-

optional-for-upsc.html  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-philosophy-optional-papers  

o Physics- 
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Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-syllabus-for-physics-optional-1603198176-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-physics-optional-papers  

o Political Science and International Relations-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-subject-political-science-international-relations-syllabus-

1602658507-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-  

o Psychology- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-syllabus-for-psychology-optional-papers-1602766671-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

o Public Administration-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/public-

administration-optional-for-upsc.html  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://medium.com/firestarter/my-booklist-political-science-and-international-

relations-fade6eda510e  

o Sociology- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/sociology-

optional-for-upsc/  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://www.sociologygroup.com/important-books-free-notes-sociology-optional/  

o Statistics- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-syllabus-for-statistics-optional-papers-1603369346-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-statistics-optional-papers  

o Zoology- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-zoology-optional-syllabus-1603176326-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-zoology-optional-papers  
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 The candidates can also choose from the literature of any ONE of these 

languages: 

o Assamese- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-assamese-literature-1604065444-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-assamese-literature-papers  

o Bengali – 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-bengali-literature-1604923763-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-bengali-literature-papers  

o Dogri- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-dogri-literature-optional-syllabus-1606826120-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

o Gujarati-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-dogri-literature-optional-syllabus-1606826120-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-gujarati-literature-papers  

o Sanskrit-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-sanskrit-literature-1605875123-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-sanskrit-literature-papers  

o Hindi- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-hindi-literature-optional-syllabus-1603978346-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-hindi-literature-papers  

o Kannada-  
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Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-kannada-literature-1605704247-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-kannada-literature-papers  

o Kashmiri 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-kashmiri-literature-optional-syllabus-1605789791-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/upsc-mains/papers/kashmiri-literature  

o Konkani 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-konkani-literature-optional-syllabus-1606478787-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/tag/subjects/konkani  

o Maithili 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-maithili-literature-1606308024-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-maithili-literature-papers  

o Malayalam 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-malayalam-literature-optional-syllabus-1605615534-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-malayalam-literature-papers  

o Manipuri-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-manipuri-literature-optional-syllabus-1606220021-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-manipuri-literature-papers  

o Marathi 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-marathi-literature-1605184541-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-marathi-literature-papers  
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o Nepali-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-nepali-literature-1606739363-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-nepali-literature-papers  

o Odia-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-odia-literature-optional-syllabus-1606393871-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-odia-literature-papers  

o Punjabi-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-punjabi-literature-optional-syllabus-1605098098-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-punjabi-literature-papers   

o Sindhi- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-sindhi-literature-1606909542-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-sindhi-literature-papers  

o Tamil-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-tamil-literature-1604323353-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-tamil-literature-papers  

o Telugu-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-telugu-literature-optional-syllabus-1604409642-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-telugu-literature-papers  

o Urdu-  

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-urdu-literature-optional-syllabus-1604582239-1  
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To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link-

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-urdu-literature-papers  

o English- 

Syllabus and important topics- https://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/upsc-ias-

mains-optional-syllabus-for-english-literature-1603459015-1  

To download the e-book and sample question paper, follow this link- 

https://iasexamportal.com/ebook/upsc-mains-english-literature-papers  

 

Strategies, Tips, And Tricks for The Optional Paper Is as Follows: 

 

 UPSC offers 48 optional subjects to candidates from various branches of science, 

commerce & humanities.  Under the new pattern, candidates opt for only one Optional 

subject which will have two papers of 250 Marks each. 

 The candidates can choose from various options and appear in any of them based on 

their interests and background. The diverse options are available according to the need 

and preferences of the aspirants. 

 

How to effectively prepare? 

 

1. Reading the syllabus- the focus must be on understanding the concepts and completing 

the syllabus initially. Concentrating on how to write an answer will be secondary as 

more readings are increasing.  

2. Once you are familiar with the concepts, the second reading focuses on understanding 

the concepts. This takes lesser time. Reading and revising the syllabus 2-3 times is the 

key. 

3. candidate shall be well-versed with the knowledge by now. You may be able to answer 

most of the questions in previous years’ question papers now.  
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CHAPTER- 3.1 

UPSC INTERVIEW 

"In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity." 
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UPSC INTERVIEW SESSION 

 

Marks: 275 marks 

Duration: Minimum 30 Minutes.  

 

The Interview Process: 

A Civil Services interview with the UPSC lasts roughly 30 minutes. The goal of the interview 

is to determine whether the candidate is qualified for a civil service career. That is, whether or 

not the candidate has the ability to display strong administrative abilities. The interview is 

worth 275 points out of a possible 2025. Although the marks from both the Mains and the 

Personality Test are considered for ranking, the candidate's performance in the Mains test has 

no bearing on the course of the interview. 

Many students believe that the CSE interview is merely a knowledge exam. It is a personality 

exam, not a knowledge test. There is no single correct or incorrect response. The interview 

panel just looks at how an applicant responds to a question. The candidates' expertise is not 

checked by the panel. Rather, it evaluates a handful of the candidates' personality qualities. 

Another myth is that the panel assigns grades based on personal preference. Candidates who 

receive low scores frequently attribute their poor performance to the interview panel or bad 

luck. The panel's members are quite objective. I am certain that the candidate determines the 

grade based on his or her performance and personality attributes. 

The Interview Panel: 

The interview board's Chairman and four other members make up the panel. The board 

chairman is always a UPSC member. The other four members of the panel are usually UPSC-

selected experts from other fields. The panel determines if the candidate possesses the 

necessary personality qualities for various Civil Service positions. Many people claim this, and 

I've heard that many candidates take spoken English classes in order to improve their CSE 

interview scores. This is not, however, an English competence test for the purpose of hiring 

English teachers for various central universities. Rather, the panel is looking for those who 

have the basic personality attributes that a civil worker should have. 
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Common Question and Assessment: 

The panel asks questions based on the candidates' complete application forms. Questions will 

focus on the candidate's hometown, interests, home state issues, current national issues, and 

more. The panellists pay attention to how the contender replies to each question. Any question 

does not have a single definitive answer. 

 If the question is on the Kavery water issue, for example, a candidate from Tamil Nadu is 

required to consider the challenges experienced by farmers in Karnataka, and a candidate from 

Karnataka is expected to consider the problems faced by Tamil Nadu farmers. The panel judges 

if the candidate answers in the manner of an Indian national or in the manner of a regional 

person. Candidates are chosen for positions such as IAS, IFS, IPS, IRS, and others, with the ‘I' 

standing for Indian. The panel determines whether a candidate's attitude is Indian or regional.  

Preparation: 

Candidates should not waste their time memorising statistics and data. Rather, I recommend 

that students spend time learning about the other viewpoint on any issue. Rather than a 

parochial perspective, they should adopt a balanced approach to every topic. For example: - 

Rather than studying about the concerns of Punjabi farmers alone, a Punjabi candidate could 

read about the problems of Haryana farmers and the development of the Sutlej Yamuna Link 

Canal. 

Instead of talking about biriyani, candidates from Andhra Pradesh or Telangana should talk 

about famous leaders from there like Swami Ramananda Tirtha or Makhdoom Mohiuddin who 

battled against the Nizam and for the unification of Hyderabad State with our country.  

FINAL TIPS: -  

1.) The UPSC board's experienced members search for specific attributes in the candidates. 

Some of the qualities that will be evaluated are: 

- mental vigilance 

- essential assimilation abilities 

- Explanation that is both clear and logical. 

- a delicate balancing acts 

- There is a wide range of topics to choose from, as well as a depth of 

- social cohesion and leadership abilities 

- Integrity of thought and morals 
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2.) Have faith in yourself. Be truthful. Be courteous. Smile. Most essential, respond to every 

question as if you were an Indian. In your replies, use the phrases "our nation" or "our 

country." Remember that the interview panel is looking to see if you have a national or 

regional attitude. 

Dress Code for UPSC Interview: 

When taking the IAS exam personality test, there are certain things to keep in mind. Candidates 

should watch UPSC interview videos to learn more about the dress code. You should 

demonstrate an agile presence of mind and the capacity to think on your feet in addition to your 

theoretical knowledge, analytical abilities, and reasoning. People are judging you here based 

on what you say, how you say it, how you behave yourself, how you respond, and, simply put, 

who they think you are, not on your written responses. You must be able to persuade the board 

of directors with your whole personality. 

Many aspirants are perplexed as to what to wear for the UPSC board interview. And this isn't 

a minor matter. What you dress during your IAS interview is really important. This is because 

the panel will already have formed an opinion about you before you even speak. It is human 

nature to establish an opinion about a person solely based on their appearance. As a result, it is 

critical that you dress appropriately for the UPSC personality exam. You must adhere to a 

number of dos and don'ts. Continue reading to learn more about what to wear to a UPSC 

interview.  

There are few points of Dress code:  

 Put on fresh clothes. Your clothes must be clean, pressed, and free of stains. 

 Avoid wearing clothing that is too tight or too loose. Wearing the proper size will make 

you look clever. 

 To the UPSC interview, women should dress in formal Indian attire. If you don't want 

to wear a sari, a salwar suit will suffice. However, everything you wear should be light 

and neutral in colour. Cotton should be used. 

 Dress comfortably in plain clothing. 

 It's fine to wear very little or no make-up. Maintain a professional demeanour at all 

times. 
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 High heels should only be worn if you are confident walking in them and they don't 

produce a lot of noise. 

 Make a nice bun in your hair. 

 Men should wear dark slacks and light-coloured formal shirts. If you feel at ease, a 

necktie is OK. Avoid patterned or flowered shirts by tucking them in. 

 Wear black socks with formal, well-polished shoes. 

 Short hair is preferable for men. This is a personal preference, however if you have long 

hair, it may not convey a professional image. 

 Avoid wearing jewellery that is too pricey or too dazzling. 

 Don't wear party clothes or casual clothing like jeans and T-shirts. 

 Strong perfumes should be avoided. Also, keep your body odour to a minimum. 

 Wearing Slippers, shoes, or flip-flops is not permitted. 

 Avoid wearing brightly coloured clothing. 

 You are permitted to wear a formal watch. 

 Carry a handkerchief to wipe sweat from your brow. 
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UPSC INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

 

In this article, we will be discussing about some important aspects for the preparation for the 

UPSC interview. The final stage of the UPSC examination is the interview, the candidates are 

then selected for different posts in the civil services. The interview stands to be one of the most 

crucial parts in the UPSC examination, as it plays a decisive part in your selection. It can take 

your rank to great heights or great depths. The interview aims to test the personality, attitude 

and frame of the mind of the candidate. The panel comprises of a chairman and distinguished 

personalities from various fields. There is no fixed pattern for the interview questions, the panel 

can ask questions ranging from any topic be it technical, academic or non-academic. This 

sounds exigent but with confidence and mental alertness you can crack it up and this article 

will help you in that.  

Topics Covered in UPSC Interview: 

Even though there is no fixed pattern for the questions asked in the UPSC interview but to 

provide you with an overview, here is a list of subjects generally covered in a UPSC interview:  

 

1. Indian Polity: 

The subject Indian Polity covers the topics related to the Political system of the country. 

It mainly compasses constitutional and governance related questions. Constitution may 

stand to be one of the crucial topics under this subject but in an UPSC interview it also 

covers the topics of various government policies, new bills and laws, center-state 

relations, governance issues, social- political issues. To prepare this subject NCERTs 

and newspapers stand important.  

Questions of reference: 

a. Views on the amendment of Indian Citizenship Act. 

b. How is the reservation for economically weaker sections of the general category 

relevant? 

c. How is the growth of Indian Economy hindered through pending cases? 

d. Does Federal structure need changes in India? 

e. Is sharing the Aadhaar number against the Right to Privacy? If it is then how? 

f. Is there a need to redefine Anti Defection Laws? 
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2. National Security: 

The subject National Security may be conceived as a subject related to military security 

but it also includes non-military topics, such as crime minimization, economic security, 

food security, energy security, environmental security, cyber security and the 

government’s duty. 

Questions for reference: 

a. How is water security a national security issue? 

b. What is soft power? How is it a power? 

c. Can the String of Pearls change the Indian Economic Development? If it can then 

how? 

 

3. Socio-Economic Issues: 

The subject socio economics shows how social processes and economics are related 

and the interplay of these areas of study. So, when we talk about socio-economic 

development it means how the society is developing in social and economic aspects. 

To measure such development, one has to access aspects such as education, income and 

occupation, often indicators like gross domestic product, literacy, life expectancy etc. 

stand useful in measuring it.  

Questions for reference: 

a. What were the effects of demonetization on Indian Economy? 

b. Is Universal Health Insurance a necessity in India? I so then why? 

c. Views on the new changes in the FDI rules in India.  

d. State some agricultural reforms that are needed for better growth in agriculture.  

 

4. Legal system:  

The legal system of a country comprises of set of laws and how they are interpreted and 

enforced, the rules are regulations of the society and the rights of people there. 

Questions of various judgements, policies, amendments are often asked in the 

interview.  

Questions for reference: 

a. In India, where diversity is fundamental how is Uniform Civil Code justified here? 

b. Views on Gram Nyayalayas and does India need it? 

c. Views on the Collegium system of SC judge's appointment in India and do you 

support it? 
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5. Indian Society: 

Indian Society is one of the important subjects to be covered in your preparation. It 

covers questions relating how various policies, pre-existing rules and regulations have 

an impact on the society at large.  

Questions for reference: 

a. Views on the new reservations and how does it affect the social fabric of Indian 

society. 

b. What is ASER reports, how and why are they important? How can it be used to 

improve the Indian education system? 

c. Suggest ways to supplement the reservation system in jobs. 

d. Views on the reservation in promotion and is it necessary? 

e. Views on the relevance of Kumbh. 

 

6. International Issues:  

The subject international issues cover how politics, economics and culture have an 

impact globally. This subject talks about how the world works and how can it connect 

with our country. Various treaties, submits and international affairs form the basis for 

the questions from this subject. 

Questions for reference: 

a. Views on ASEAN 

b. Is Brexit important for India? If so, then how? 

c. What are the implications that the US Tariff regime has on Indian Export? 

d. Views on the Paris Agreement and India’s stand in it. 

 

7. Environmental Issues:  

The subject environmental issues cover various issues relating to climate change, 

environmental degradation, pollution, resource depletion, protection of endangered 

species, protection of natural resources, global warming, policies relating to these issues 

etc. 

Questions for reference: 

a. Views on CoP24 and how is it important? 

b. Suggest alternatives to plastic 

c. Importance of e-waste management and are there any rules related to it? 



 

146 | P a g e  
 

d. Suggest ways to tackle water pollution in India. 

e. Views on the Coastal Regulation 2018. 

 

8. Science Technology: 

The questions from the subject science and technology tests the candidate’s awareness 

in the field of IT, Robotics, Space, bio-technology etc. Generally, the questions are 

related to country’s development in the field of science and technology, space missions 

etc. 

Questions for reference: 

a. Views on 3d printing technology and does it have the potential to change the world? 

b. Effects of mobile on human behavior and Indian culture. 

c. What are your views about the manned missions to space and are they justified?  

 

List of general topics covered in a UPSC interview: 

1. Introduction: 

While answering the introductory questions, you should be straight forward and to the 

point. These questions form a basis for the follow up questions. To answer these 

questions, you can talk briefly about your background, family, your academic 

qualification, personal information or any professional engagement.  

 

Questions for reference: 

a. Give a brief introduction of yourself 

b. Where is your hometown? Tell us something about it.  

c. Tell us the meaning of your name.  

 

2. Education: 

It is expected from the candidates to have a good command on their graduation subjects 

and that is perceived to be their area of expertise. You should go through your 

graduation textbooks before appearing for the interview to brush up your knowledge 

for the subjects.  

Questions for reference: 
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a. What subjects from your graduation you think are relevant in the administration 

area? 

b. Tell us about your favorite subject. 

c. Tell us about your college and the reason why you choose it? 

d. Tell us about the projects you participated in during your school or college.  

 

3. Current Affairs:  

It is known that reading current affairs and newspapers is an integral part for your 

preparation. As an administrative officer one should always be updated with what is 

happening around. Questions can be asked regarding the topics that are in the headlines 

of the newspapers.  

Questions for reference: 

a. Tell us about today’s headlines and your views regarding it.  

b. Talk about few important issues in news about the country or your state. 

 

4. Optional Subject:  

Candidates often forget about their optional subjects after the Mains but it still holds 

importance in your interview. One can go through recent happening regarding your 

subject. 

Questions for reference: 

a. What did you choose this subject as your optional subject? 

b. What was the reason behind you not picking up your graduation subject as your 

optional subject? 

 

5. Hobbies:  

The candidates are often asked about their hobbies, it gives the panel a way to asses the 

candidate. There is no set pattern of questions as the questions varies with the hobbies 

of the candidate. Though for e.g., if you state any sport as your hobby the candidate 

may be asked about any eminent player from that sport or about any tournaments related 

tot that sport.  
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 

It is important for a candidate to go through interview transcripts as it would help you assess 

the questions, how the questions are asked and how can they be answered effectively.  It gives 

you an idea how can similar questions be formed in their interview and they are preparing some 

responses beforehand as well.  

Here are a few previous year transcripts: 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019- 1 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-2 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-3 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-4 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-5 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-6 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-7 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-8 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-9 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-10 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-11 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-12 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-13 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-15 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-16 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-17 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-18 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-19 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-20 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-21 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-22 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-23 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-24 

 UPSC Interview Transcript, 2019-25 
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CHAPTER- 4 

How to prepare for the UPSC exam? 

"Never let fear stop you from asking something 

you don't understand or know. To pretend or to 

act as if you know is not a wise thing to do." 
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NCERT BOOKS AND THEIR IMPORTANCE IN UPSC PREPARATION 

NCERT books are taken to be important for the UPSC exam preparation because of their 

nature. These NCERT books are considered to be basic as they are easy to understand and are 

written in the simplest language possible for the students. The older editions are edited and 

written by many distinguished authors causing them to be authentic. An aspirant should begin 

with NCERT books so that they can grasp the basic concepts as well as to get clarity on 

concepts which will build and further work as a strong foundation. Beginning with NCERT 

books rather than reference books will also help in boosting the self-confidence making the 

learning process smooth. 

 Secondly, it is one of the most reliable sources since it is designed by reputed authors with 

expertise after extensive research and detailed study. Even, the previous years’ question papers 

analysis also clearly show that questions are constantly asked directly or indirectly from 

NCERT books. Additionally, NCERT books have concise and compact coverage of topics that 

come under the UPSC syllabus. 

Besides, the other thing to keep in mind is the approach to read NCERT books thoroughly 

should be subject-wise and then syllabus-wise. To begin with, go through the syllabus first then 

prepare a list of topics to be covered and do a systematic reading of NCERT books accordingly 

from class 6th to 12th for all subjects. Once the aspirant gets clarity on the topics, then they 

can go for further advanced readings and can refer to other books to go even deeper into the 

concept. But, before that it is important to have a strong base, or else the foundation will itself 

remain weak so there is no meaning to build up upon it.  

Aspirants must aim to cover all the NCERT books within 3 to 4 months but it may vary 

according to the individual’s grasping power. However, make sure to at least take two readings 

of NCERT books for UPSC within 2 months. Another thing to remember is to make short and 

crisp notes while reading as it will benefit later in quick revision or you can supplement your 

readings with NCERT compilations and can only write the key points to remember while 

answering the questions. 
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 Here’s the complete list of notable NCERT Textbooks & State Board Books, both 

class-wise & subject-wise.  

NCERT TEXTBOOKS FOR INDIAN HISTORY  

Generally, for history, the old NCERT books are recommended. 

 NCERT Class VI – Our Past 

 NCERT Class VII – Our Past -I 

 NCERT Class VIII – Our Past II and III 

 NCERT Class IX – India and the Contemporary World – I 

 NCERT Class X – India and the Contemporary World – II 

 NCERT Class XI – Themes in World History 

 NCERT Class XII – Themes in Indian History – I 

 NCERT Class XII – Themes in Indian History – II 

 NCERT Class XII – Themes in Indian History – III 

 Class XI – An Introduction to Indian Art (Art & Culture) 

 Class XI - Ancient India (R.S. Sharma) 

 Class XI - Medieval India (Satish Chandra 

 Class XII - Modern India (Bipin Chandra) 

 

Tamil Board Textbooks for History 

 Tamil Board Class XI Textbook for History 

 Tamil Board Class XII Textbook for World History 

 

 NCERT Textbooks for Geography 

 NCERT Class VI – The Earth Our Habitat 

 NCERT Class VI (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part I 

 NCERT Class VII – Our Environment 

 NCERT Class VII (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part II 

 NCERT Class VIII – Resource and Development 

 NCERT Class VIII (Old) - Lands and Peoples Part III 

 NCERT Class IX – Contemporary India – I 

 NCERT Class X – Contemporary India – II 

 NCERT Class XI – Fundamentals of Physical Geography 

 NCERT Class XI – India – Physical Environment 

 NCERT Class XII – Fundamentals of Human Geography 
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 NCERT Class XII – India – People and Economy 

 

 NCERT Textbooks for Indian Polity 

 NCERT Class IX – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – I 

 NCERT Class X – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – II 

 NCERT Class XI – Political Science: Indian Constitution at Work 

 NCERT Class XI – Political Science: Political Theory 

 NCERT Class XII – Political Science I: Contemporary World Politics 

 NCERT Class XII – Political Science II: Politics in India since Independence 

 

NCERT Textbooks for Economics 

 NCERT Class IX – Economics 

 NCERT Class X – Understanding Economic Development 

 NCERT Class XI – Indian Economic Development 

 NCERT Class XII – Introductory Microeconomics 

 NCERT Class XII – Introductory Macroeconomics 

 Indian Society: NCERT Class XI – Sociology: Understanding Society 

 Indian Society: NCERT Class XII – Indian Society 

 Indian Society: NCERT Class XII – Social Change and Development in India 

 

Textbooks for Environment & Ecology 

 Class XII – Biology: Chapters 13 -16 

 

Textbooks for Science 

 NCERT Class VI 

 NCERT Class VII 

 NCERT Class VIII 

 NCERT Class IX 

 NCERT Class X 

 NCERT Class XI – Chemistry: Unit 14, Biology: Units 4 & 5 

 NCERT Class XII – Chemistry: Unit 16, Biology: Units 8, 9 & 10 
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 Below mentioned are the NCERT Books for preparation of General Studies 

Paper-II: 

 Polity NCERT Books for UPSC 

o Class IX – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – I 

o Class X – Political Science: Democratic Politics Part – II 

o Class XI – Political Science: Indian Constitution at Work 

o Class XI – Political Science: Political Theory 

o Class XII – Political Science I: Contemporary World Politics 

o Class XII – Political Science II: Politics in India since Independence 

o For Polity: Class 9 to 12 NCERT books should be referred with more emphasis 

on 11th & 12th. 

 Below mentioned are the NCERT Books for preparation of General Studies Paper 

III: 

 NCERT Books for Economy  

o Class IX – Economics 

o Class X – Understanding Economic Development 

o Class XI – Indian Economic Development 

o Class XII – Introductory Microeconomics 

o Class XII – Introductory Macroeconomics 

 NCERT books for Science & Technology  

o Science: NCERT Class VI 

o Science: NCERT Class VII 

o Science: NCERT Class VIII 

o Science: NCERT Class IX 

o Science: NCERT Class X 

o Science: NCERT Class XI – Chemistry: Unit 14 & Biology: Units 4 & 5 

o Science: NCERT Class XII – Chemistry: Unit 16 & Biology: Units 8, 9 & 10 

  NCERT book for Environment & Ecology 
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o Science: Class XII – Biology: last four Chapters (13 to 16) 

 Economics - Reference of class 9 to 12 NCERT books class 9-12 should be thorough 

along with class 11 and 12, micro and macro.  

 Science – you can refer to class 9 and 10 books. 

 NCERT Books for preparation of General Studies Paper IV are mentioned below: 

 Ethics: for ethics, NCERT class 12 psychology can be referred for basics. 

 

NCERT e-books: 

 https://www.aashah.com/ncert-e-books/ 

 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/upsc-exam-preparation-

these-topics-from-ncert-books-are-important/articleshow/75246015.cms 

 https://www.drishtiias.com/free-downloads/download-ncert-books 

 Chapter-wise: https://www.jatinverma.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Chapterwise-

NCERT-books.pdf 

 UPSC book list recommended by toppers- 

https://www.careerlauncher.com/upsc/upsc-books.html 

 NCERT books- https://iasexamportal.com/ncert-books  

 list of NCERT books- https://iasexamportal.com/list-of-ncert-books-for-ias-upsc-

exams  

 Subject wise- https://iasexamportal.com/ncert-books/by-subject  

 MCQ from NCERT - https://iasexamportal.com/ncert-books/mcq 
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THE HINDU NEWSPAPER FOR UPSC EXAMINATION 

 

Reading newspapers stands very important for a candidate preparing for the UPSC 

examination. This habit will help you in all stages of the examination be it mains or the 

interview. Reading newspapers and preparing your own notes from it for the revision later is 

quite often suggested by the toppers. However, newspaper reading can be a daunting task for 

the beginners as it can consume a lot of time if done aimlessly. This article will provide you 

with a solution for the said problem by discussing how The Hindu newspaper should be read 

efficiently for the preparation of UPSC examination. 

 

1. Know the syllabus 

The first thing you want to do is read your syllabus thoroughly. This would provide you 

with an idea of what you have to focus on and what you have to skip. Hence, read only 

the news and articles related to your examination. 

 

2. What to study from this Page? 

There are some pages that hold most of the important news and articles and there are 

some pages which can have both important and irrelevant material, whereas there are 

some pages that you should completely avoid. Here, we will provide an overview with 

how to proceed with the various pages in the Hindu newspaper.  

 

The front page or the page 1 doesn’t have much relevant news usually, reading the 

headlines would be sufficient to cover this page. 

 

Page 2 and 3 generally cover the city based regional news and pages 4,5 and 6 cover 

the news from the states. These news article stand to be irrelevant in the UPSC 

examination and hence, you should either skip it or not spend much time focusing on 

it.  

 

Page 7 stand significant as it reports the national news. Your major focus should be on 

the news articles of national importance, for e.g., Government orders and various 

policies, Supreme Court and High Court judgements etc.  
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Page 8 is the editorial page and is indispensable for the candidates. This is considered 

to be the paramount page as all the articles published on this page are crucial and should 

be read by the candidates in order to make the time spent in reading the newspaper 

fruitful. The articles on this page provides you with a fine news analysis of the hot 

topics for discussion. You should read this page in-depth and prepare your own notes 

for future reference. Try to read both the perspectives of the article you read to have a 

balanced approach.  

 

Page 9 would provide you with different opinions and perspectives on the articles you 

read on the previous page i.e., the editorial page. While reading editorials the candidate 

should have the knowledge of the other perspective to that article as well, the positive 

or negative as we say. The candidate should not have a biased opinion and this page 

would help in that.  

 

Pages 10 and 11 publish the general news i.e., what is going around. You need not study 

this page in detail reading the headlines would be sufficient to give you an idea. 

Whereas, if you find any headline to be important you should read the article to get the 

sufficient information needed around the issue. 

 

Page 12 deals with what is going around the world i.e., international news. This is an 

important page as the topic - International relations is covered in the UPSC syllabus.  

 

Pages 13 and 14 reports articles related to business and economics. You should focus 

on policies regarding the nation’s economy and socio-economic issues.  

 

Life and Sports page can be skipped as these are irrelevant for the UPSC examination. 

 

3. What to read and what to skip? 

 

 You should skip the irrelevant political news such as who said what, political 

parties’ press conferences etc. 

There are still some topics that should be focused upon under polity such as the 

press conferences where the government announced a new policy or scheme, 
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important bills, schemes from various parties and ministries, election 

commission and related news, Constitutional news, various judgements from 

Supreme Court and High Court, important debates in parliament.  

 Lay focus on national news. You don’t have to be precise with the news here 

but should have adequate information about the issue. Read the news related to 

the field of science, ISRO etc.  

 News related to the country’s economics should be focused upon. Such as news 

regarding the RBI, SEBI, Planning Commission, policies and reforms in the 

banking sector, agricultural sector, industry etc. News regarding NASSCOM, 

ASSOCHAM, GDP, CPI etc. Keep in mind to focus more on the issue than the 

numbers. 

 In International News focus on the visits from and to the President and the Prime 

Ministers, treaties, agreements, policies, bilateral visits. Focus on news 

regarding the various international organizations such as United Nations, World 

Health Organization, International Monetary Fund, ASEAN, BRICS etc, news 

related to the military.  

 Focus on news related to environment, such as climate change and global 

warming, major developments in the field on science all around the world, news 

regarding the endangered species or those becoming extinct.  

 Avoid the news related to entertainment, state news, regional news, sports news 

(if any sport is mentioned as your hobby in the DAF, then read the news 

regarding that sport). 

While reading the newspaper for the preparation of UPSC do not take it as light reading, study 

the newspaper as seriously as you study other subjects and prepare your notes for the future 

reference. Focus on news and articles that are important from the UPSC examination’s point 

of view and not those news and articles that interests you.  
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UPSC PRELIMS MOCK TEST 

 

1. Arrange the following Harappan sites from East to West: 

1. Kot Diji 

2. Mohenjodaro 

3. Sutkagendor 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

a. 1, 2, 3 

b. 1, 3, 2 

c. 2, 1, 3 

d. 3, 1, 2 

Ans:(a) 1, 2, 3 

2. Which of the following animal(s) were domesticated by Harappans: 

 1. Goat 

2. Buffalo 

3. Pig 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 1 and 3 only 

Ans: (c) 1, 2 and 3 
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Explanation: 

All the animals were domesticated by Harappans. Animal bones found at Harappan sites 

include those of cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo and pig. Studies done by archaeo-zoologists or zoo 

archaeologists indicate that these animals were domesticated. Bones of wild species such as 

boar, deer and gharial are also found. We do not know whether the Harappans hunted these 

animals themselves or obtained meat from other hunting communities. Bones of fish and fowl 

are also found. 

3. Consider the following statements about Harappan civilization: 

1. Terracotta models of the plough have been found at Banawali. 

2. Ploughed field has been found at Chunhudaro. 

3. Traces of canals for irrigation have been found at Shortughai in Afghanistan. 

Which of the statements given above? 

is / are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 1 and 3 only 

Ans:(d) 1 and 3 only 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 correct: Representations on seals and terracotta sculpture indicate that the bull 

was known, and archaeologists extrapolate from this that oxen were used for ploughing. 

Moreover, terracotta models of the plough have been found at sites in Cholistan and at 

Banawali (Haryana). 

Statement 2 incorrect: Archaeologists have also found evidence of a ploughed field at 

Kalibangan (Rajasthan), associated with Early Harappan levels. 

Statement 3 correct: Most Harappan sites are located in semi-arid lands, where irrigation was 

probably required for agriculture. Traces of canals have been found at the Harappan site of 

Shortughai in Afghanistan, but not in Punjab or Sind. 
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4. Consider the following pairs:  

Harappan site State 

1. Kalibangan: Haryana 

2. Banawali: Rajasthan 

3. Dholavira: Gujarat 

Select the correctly matched pairs 

from the codes given below: 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 3 only 

Ans:(d) 3 only 

Explanation: 

Harappan site State 

1. Kalibangan Rajasthan 

2. Banawali Haryana 

5. Which of the following is correct about Harappan Civilization: 

1. The Harappan cities had well planned drainage system. 

2. The roads and streets were laid out along a grid pattern, intersecting at right angles. 

Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans:(c) Both 1 and 2 
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Explanation: Both the statements are correct. 

Statement 1: One of the most distinctive features of Harappan cities was the carefully planned 

drainage system. 

Statement 2: If you look at the plan of the Lower Town you will notice that roads and streets 

were laid out along an approximate “grid” pattern, intersecting at right angles. It seems that 

streets with drains were laid out first and then houses built along them. If domestic waste water 

had to flow into the street drains, every house needed to have at least one wall along a street. 

6. Which of the following metal was not known to the Harappan civilization? 

a. Copper 

b. cholas 

c. Gold 

d. Iron 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The Indus valley people knew the use of copper, bronze, silver, gold but not iron. 

7. Which of the following craft activity / activities were carried out in Chanhudaro : 

1. Seal-making 

2. Bead-making 

3. Weight-making 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 1 and 3 only 

Ans:(c) 1, 2 and 3 

Explanation: Chanhudaro is a tiny settlement (less than 7 hectares) almost exclusively devoted 

to craft production, including bead-making, shell-cutting, metal-working, seal-making and 

weight-making. 
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8.What is/are common to the two historical Kailashnath temples located at Kanchi and 

Ellora? 

1. Both belong to the Buddhist denomination 

2. Both were constructed in the same period 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b)2 only 

(c) Both1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans.(d)  

Explanation- Kanchipuram is known for Kailashnath temple, built by Pallava King 

Narasimha Varman in 685 AD.Ellorakailsah temple was built by Rasht Akuta King Krishna I 

in 773 AD. Both temples were built for the God Siva. Hence it belongs to Shaivite Sect. 

Hence all the given statements are not correct. Nothing is in common. 

9.With reference to the ‘International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation’ 

(IPEEC), consider the following statements: 

1. IPEEC is an initiative of World Bank. 

2. IPEEC is managed by a secretariat hosted by the International Energy Agency 

3. India is a founding member of this organization. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)1 and 2 only 

(b)2 and 3 only 

(c)1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans.(b)  
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Explanation- IPEEC was founded in 2009 by the G8 (Group of 8) to serve the world’s 

major economies. It now includes 17 of the 20 members of the G20 (Group of 20), 

covering both developed and emerging Among its founding members are Brazil, Canada, 

China, European Commission, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexico, 

Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Since its creation, Argentina, 

Australia and South Africa have also become members of IPEEC economies. Hence 

statement 1 is incorrect and 3 is correct. IPEEC provides information to decision-makers in 

major economies, facilitating candid discussions for exchanging ideas and experiences and 

helping countries undertake joint projects to develop and implement energy efficiency policies 

and measures at a global scale. IPEEC is managed by a secretariat hosted by the International 

Energy Agency in Paris, France. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

9. Consider the following pairs: 

   Island                                             Type 

1. Barren Island                         Volcanic Island 

2. Willington Island                   Continental Island 

3. Agati Island                           Coral Island 

Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 Ans-(A) 

Explanation- 

1. Barren Island               Volcanic Island  

2. Willington Island        Artificial Island 
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3. Agati Island                Coral Island 

India, being a vast country is home to different types of Islands. 

Barren Island, the only active volcano in India is situated in the Nicobar Islands. 

Statement 1 is correct. 

Willingdon Island is the largest artificial island in India, which forms part of the city of 

Kochi, in the state of Kerala. The island is home to the port of Kochi and also to the Kochi 

Naval Base. Statement 2 is not correct. 

The islands of the Arabian Sea include Lakshadweep and Minicoy. The entire island 

group is built of coral deposits. Statement 3 is correct. 

10.Consider the following statements: 

1. The Carlyle Circular asked government-funded schools and colleges to prohibit students 

from participating in the protest against the Jallianwalabagh massacre. 

2. Anti-Circular Society was established mainly against the Carlyle Circular. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

ANS: B 

Explanation- 1. The Carlyle Circular asked government-funded schools and colleges to 

prohibit students from participating in the protest against the PARTITION of Bengal. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

2. Anti-Circular Society was established mainly against the Carlyle Circular in 1905 by 

Sachindra Prasad Bose. Hence statement 2 is correct.  

11.Consider the following 
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1. A Hurricane is energized by the release of latent heat due to condensation of moisture that 

the wind gathers after moving over water bodies 

2. A Tsunami impacts coastal settlements more than a ship sailing in the ocean. 

3. Tropical cyclones are confined to the area lying between 30° North and 30° South latitudes 

with the most violent forms being found near the equator. Which of the statements given above? 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- c 

Explanation- Tropical cyclones are intense low-pressure areas confined to the area lying 

between 30°North and 30° South latitudes in the atmosphere around which high velocity wind 

blows. A tropical cyclone or Hurricane is like a heat engine that is energized by the release of 

latent heat on account of condensation of moisture that the wind gathers after moving over the 

oceans and seas. Absence of Coriolis force near the equator prevent formation of a tropical 

cyclone between 0 to 5° latitude. The speed of a Tsunami wave in the ocean depends upon 

depth of water; it is more in the shallow water than in the deep oceans. 

12.Consider the following 

1. Armenia 

2. Kyrgyzstan 

3. Russia 

4. China 

 5. Belarus   

Who among the above is/ are members of the Eurasian Economic Union? 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
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c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Ans- a 

Explanation- The Eurasian Economic Union is an economic Union formed by Armenia, 

Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia. Cuba and Uzbekistan are observer states. 

13. A type of forest is usually found in warm and humid areas, having an annual precipitation 

over 200 cm and mean annual temperature beyond 22°C. These forests are well stratified and 

some trees can reach up to to a height of 60m or above. The forest is 

a) Tropical Deciduous 

b) Tropical Evergreen 

c) Littoral forest 

d) Southern mountain forest  

Ans- b 

Explanation- Tropical evergreen forests are found in regions with annual precipitation over 200 

cm and mean annual temperature over 22°C. These are well stratified forests with layers closer 

to the ground and are covered with shrubs and creepers with short structured trees followed by 

tall variety of trees. 

14. With reference to Bartoli Satyagraha, consider the following 

1. The immediate cause for outbreak of the Bardoli Satyagraha was the increase in tax rate by 

the government of Bombay Presidency.  

2. Bardoli resolution was passed by the people under the leadership of Vallabhbhai Patel. 

  3. The Satyagraha was characterized by participation of large number of women. 

Which of the statements given above? is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 
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d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- d 

Explanation- The Bardoli Satyagraha took place in 1928 in the Bardoli Taluk in Gujarat under 

the leadership of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. In 1925, the area was hit by floods and famines 

which adversely affected agriculture and financially affected the farmers. Ignoring the plight 

of the farmers, the Bombay Presidency increased the tax rates which proved a great problem 

for the farmers. The Revolt was characterized by support of the masses and participation of a 

large number of women who gave Patel the title ‘Sardar’. The peasants were asked not to pay 

taxes to the government and those who paid were boycotted. Tribes. The provisions relating to 

administration of tribal areas in the state of Assam is dealt in the Sixth Schedule of the 

Constitution. The provisions relating to emoluments, allowances, privileges of Governors of 

states are dealt in the Second Schedule of the Constitution.  

15. Regarding Permanent Settlement, consider the following 

1. State demand for land revenue was permanently fixed with zamindars who were considered 

as owners of the entire land of their zamindari. 

2. There was no hereditary right on land as revenue contract was fixed with a particular 

Zamindar and the contract ended with his death. 

 3. It was introduced in Bengal and Bihar. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- c 

Explanation- Permanent Settlement was fixed with zamindars. They had to pay a fixed (10/11) 

upon it; so as long as he pains his tax, he remained owner of his land. He could sale, transfer 

or mortgage it. After his death his land could be inherited by his heirs. But if he failed to pay 

the tax, the government could take away his land and sell it by auction Under the Permanent 
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Settlement the government decided that land revenue should be fixed permanently and the 

government promised never to increase it in future. It was made with Zamindars.  

16.With reference to Jyotirao Phule, consider the following 

1. He was a social reformer whose activities included eradication of caste system, 

untouchability and women education. 

2. He founded the Suryashobha Samaj which aimed to spread rational thinking among the 

people. 

3. Phule was given the title of ‘Mahatma’ by Bal Gangadhar Tilak in recognition of his selfless 

service to humanity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 1 only 

Ans- a 

Explanation- Jyotirao Phule was born in   1827 in Satara district of Maharashtra. He   was given 

the title of Mahatma in 1888 by Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar, a   Maharashtrian social activist.   

In 1873, Jyotirao Phule founded the   Satyashodhak Samaj or the Society of   Seekers of Truth, 

for the rights of the   different classes, to denounce the caste   system and to spread rational 

thinking.   Phule worked for eradication of untouchability and caste system, emancipation and 

empowerment of   women, reforms in Hindu family life and   so on. 

17. Consider the following 

1. All International treaties and   agreements of which India is a part, are   negotiated and 

concluded on behalf of   the Minister of External Affairs. 

2. While a proclamation of National   Emergency is in operation, no ordinance   can be issued 

on state subjects.   Which of the statements given above?is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- d 

Explanation- During National Emergency,  the Parliament can make laws on any   subject 

enumerated in the state list. The   laws made by the Parliament on state   subjects become 

inoperative six months   after the emergency has ceased to   operate. While a proclamation of 

National   Emergency is in Operation, the president   can issue ordinances on the state subjects   

too, if the Parliament is not in session.   The international treaties and agreements   are 

negotiated and concluded on behalf   of the President of India; but they are   subject to approval 

of the Parliament. 

18.Consider the following about Rastriya Vayoshri Yojana 

1. It aims to provide aids and assisted living devices to senior citizens belonging to below 

poverty line category in India. 

   2. It is sponsored from the Senior Citizens Welfare Fund. 

3. The scheme is implemented by Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India which 

is a public sector undertaking under Ministry of of Health and Family Welfare. Which of the 

statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 3 only 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Rastriya Vayoshri Yojana is   implemented by Artificial Limbs   Manufacturing 

Corporation of India which   is a public sector undertaking under   Ministry of Social Justice 

and   Empowerment 

19.With reference to Public Accounts Committee, consider the following 
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  1. The committee has been set up under the provisions of Government of India Act 1935. 

2. The members are elected from both Houses of the Parliament in accordance to the principle 

of proportional representation. 

3. Its main function is to examine annual audit reports of Comptroller and Auditor General of 

India. Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- a 

Explanation- The Public Accounts   Committee setup first in 1921 under the   the provisions of 

the Government of India   Act 1919 and since been in existence. The   members are elected by 

the Parliament   every year from both the Houses   according to principle of proportional   

representation by means of Single   Transferable Vote. The function of the   committee is to 

examine annual audit   reports of the Comptroller and Auditor   General of India which are laid 

before the   Parliament by the president 

20.Consider the following about Red Snow 

1. The phenomenon of Red Snow is caused by red pigmented Algae belonging to the genus 

Chlamydomonas. 

      2. The organism associated with Red Snow phenomenon exists in polar and glacial regions              

and carries a red pigment in order to keep itself warm. 

3. The growth of red pigmented organisms prevent melting of ice due to temperature changes.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Ans- b 

Explanation- Red Snow has recently been   noticed around in Ukraine Vernadsky   research 

base off the coast of Antarctica’s   northern most Peninsula. It is due to   growth of an algae 

belonging to the   species   Clammy domonaschlamy domonasnivalis   which exist in snow in 

the polar and   glacial regions and carries a red pigment   to keep itself warm.   The algae change 

the snow’s albedo; darker the tinge, more the heat absorbed   by the snow and hence Red Snow 

causes   the surrounding ice to melt faster 

21.Which of the following is not correct regarding Kheda Satyagraha? 

a) The cultivators were asked not to pay the revenue even if they could afford the same. 

b) The peasants of Kheda were entitled to total remission of land revenue under Revenue code 

of the British government. 

c) The Gujarat Sabha led the agitation under the presidentship of Vallabhbhai Patel. 

d) The peasants were supported by members of Servants of India Society. 

Ans- c 

Explanation- Gandhiji was the president   of Gujarat Sabha. This organization played   an 

important role in leading the agitation   against the colonial government.   The cultivators of 

Kheda were asked by   Gandhiji not to pay the land revenue. The   peasants who could afford 

to pay were   asked not to pay in the interest of the   poor peasants, who would otherwise sale   

off their belongings or lend money in   order to pay the revenue 

22.Consider the following statements about Landlord port model: 

1. Under the landlord port model, a private Company acts as a regulatory authority as well as 

carries out all the port operations. 

2. The 13th major port of India, the Vadhavan port will be developed on the landlord model. 

Which of the statements given above? is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- b 

Explanation- In the landlord port model the publicly government port authority acts as a 

regulatory body and as landlord while private companies carry out port operations mainly cargo 

handling activities. The port authority maintains ownership of the port while infrastructure is 

leased to private firms that provide and maintain their own superstructure and install own 

equipment to handle cargo and in return, the landlord port gets a share of revenue from the 

private 

23.With reference to Zero Budget Natural Farming, consider the following 

1. In this natural farming technique, the cost of growing and harvesting crops is zero. 

2. This method promotes soil aeration, intercropping and topsoil mulching. Which of the 

statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- c 

Explanation- This method also promotes soil aeration, minimal watering, intercropping, bunds 

and topsoil mulching and discourages intensive irrigation and deep ploughing . 

24.Regarding Indian history, Silsila referred to 

a) A resting place for a Sufi saint 

b) A tax imposed on pilgrimage during Delhi Sultanate Period 

c) The orders into which the Sufis were organized 

d) Typical black colored attires of Sufi saints. 

Ans- c 
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Explanation- During the mediaeval era, Silsila's refer to the 12 orders into which   the Sufis 

were organized. A particular       Silsila was headed by a prominent Sufi   saint. During the 13th 

and 14thcenturies, the most important and popular Silsila's   were Chishti and Suhrawardy 

25.Which of the following is/are probable effects of Climate Change on Marine ecosystems? 

1. Coral bleaching 

2. Species migration 

3. Altered behavior of marine organisms 

25.Deceased vertical mixing Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans- d 

Explanation- Marine species affected by   climate change include planktons, corals, fishes, 

polar bears, walruses, seals, Penguins and sea birds. The key impacts   of Climate Change on 

Marine   environment include Coral bleaching, Stormy weather, species migration, species 

extinction, altered lifestyles and   behavior of marine species, rising sea   levels, decreased 

vertical mixing in the   oceans, acidification of oceans, etc. 

26. Which of the following Nations is/are member(s) of Quadrilateral Security Dialogue? 

1. India 

2. Russia 

3. United States 

4. Japan 

5.New Zealand 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below 
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a) 1, 3 and 4 only  

b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

d) 2, 4 and 5 only 

Ans- a 

Explanation- The Quadrilateral Security   Dialogue also known as the Quad or Asian   NATO, 

is an informal strategic forum   between United States, India, Japan and   Australia.   It is 

maintained by semi-regular summits,   information exchanges and military drills   between the 

member countries 

27.Recently Patharughatpeasant uprising was in news. It took place in 

a) West Bengal 

b) Assam 

c) Odisha 

d) Maharashtra 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Patharughat peasants’ uprising took place in Assam in 1894. The peasants 

protested against the increase in land revenue levied by the colonial administration. 

28.. Regarding Avian influenza, consider 

the following 

1. It is a highly contagious bacterial disease that affects the respiratory system of birds 

2. Wild birds are considered the natural reservoirs of this disease-causing microorganisms.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Avian influenza is highly   contagious viral disease that affects   several species 

of food producing Birds (chicken, quails, guinea fowl, turkeys, etc.) as well as pet birds and 

wild birds.   Occasionally mammals including humans   may contact this flu virus. 

29.With reference to Herd Immunity,nwhich of the following is/are correct? 

   1. It occurs when a high percentage of the community is immune to a disease through prior 

illness or vaccination. 

2. This form of acquired immunity is independent of the contagiousness of a disease and 

depends only on the population size. Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- a 

Explanation- Herd immunity or community immunity happens when a 

high percentage of the community’s immune to a disease through vaccination and/or prior 

illness making the spread of this disease from person to person unlikely. Herd immunity 

depends on contagiousness of the disease; diseases that spread easily such as measles require 

a higher number of immune individuals in a community to reach herd immunity. 

30.With reference to economic conditions of India in the 18th century, consider the following  

1. Self-sufficient and self-governing village community formed the basic unit of 

Indian economy. 

2. Cultivable land in villages were held collectively the by cultivating community and there 

was complete absence of private property. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- c 

Explanation- In the beginning of 18th century, the basic unit of Indian economy was self-

sufficient village community which produced almost everything for its local needs except for 

few items like salt and iron. The villages had very little to do with the outside world as 

everything required for daily life was produced within the village only. During the 18th century 

Indian villages, we're self-governing, in which village affairs and disputes were settled within 

the village only. During this period, land in the village was plentiful and belonged collectively 

to the cultivating community, each family having its share of arable land. Different classes 

connected with land possessed certain rights. The actual cultivators enjoyed the right to 

cultivate and had security of tenure provided a fixed share of produce was paid to the overlord. 

The concept of private property in land had not yet developed during this time. 

31.Regarding the Urban Learning Internship Program (TULIP), consider the following 

1. It was announced by the Government of India under the theme “Aspirational India”. 

2. This program aims to provide internship opportunities to graduates in all Urban Local Bodies 

and Smart Cities in India. 

3.Individuals having degrees only in architecture or engineering can apply under the scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- b 

Explanation- The applicants must be Indian citizens who have completed their final year of 

college within the last 18 months and have a degree of BA, BSc., B.Com, B.tech, D planning 

or LLB. 
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32.Consider the following 

1. Rajnarayan Bose 

2. Aurobindo Ghosh 

3. Lala Lajpat Rai 

4. Surendra Nath Banerjee  

Who among the above was/were known as Extremists during colonial period in India? 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Prominent extremist leaders were Aurobindo Ghosh, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin 

Chandra Pal, etc.  Other leaders included Rajnarayan Bose, A K Dutt, VOC Pillai. Prominent 

moderate leaders were Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Womesh Chandra 

Banerjee, Pheroz Shah Mehta, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, etc. 

33.Who among the following was not a member of the Drafting Committee of the Constituent 

Assembly? 

a) K. M. Munshi 

b) Pattabi Sita Ramayya 

c) Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar 

d) N. Madhava Rau 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Pattabi Sita Ramayya was   not a member of the Drafting Committee, which was 

the most important committee   of the Constituent Assembly.   The Drafting Committee was 

set up on   August 29, 1947. The committee was   entrusted with the task of preparing a   draft 

for the new Constitution for India. It   consisted of seven members: 
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1. Dr BR Ambedkar (chairman) 

2. Dr K M Munshi 

3. N Gopala swami ayyangar  

4. Alladi Krishnaswamy Iyer 

      5. Syed Mohammed Sadullah 

 

      6. N Madhava Rau 

7. TT Krishnamachari 

34.With reference to Samantas during ancient India, consider the following 

1. The Samantas sustained themselves through local resources including control over lands. 

2. They provided military support to the contemporary rulers. 

3. Powerful Samanta could become kings also. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- d 

Explanation- Many of the larger States   including Gupta Empire during the fourth   century 

depended on Samantas,men who   maintained themselves through local   resources including 

control over land.   They offered homage and provided   military support to the rulers. Powerful   

Samantas could become Kings; conversely weak rulers might find   themselves reduced to 

positions of   subordination. 

35.Consider the following pairs Book Author 

1.The Arya Samaj Dayanand Saraswati 

2. The Indian Struggle Subhash Chandra Bose 
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3. India Divided. Jawaharlal Nehru 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- b 

 Explanation- Arya Samaj was written by   Lala Lajpat Rai.   The Indian Struggle was authored 

by   Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.   The book India Divided was authored by   Rajendra Prasad.   

Some important books authored by       Jawaharlal Nehru include-   The Discovery of India an 

Autobiography Glimpses of World History 

36.. Regarding Press Trust of India consider the following 

1.It is a nonprofit cooperative with headquarter in New Delhi. 

2. It is the only news agency in South Asia which operates its own communication satellite to 

broadcast news and information. Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- c 

Explanation- Press Trustof India started   functioning in 1949 as a nonprofit   cooperative. It 

comments 90% of news   agency market share in India. It is the only   news agency in South 

Asia which operates   its own communication satellite, an INSAT   to broadcast news and 

information. It has   its headquarter in Delhi 

37. With reference to Rotterdam Convention, consider the following 

1. The Rotterdam Convention is a multilateral environmental agreement to manage the export 

of of Living Modified Organisms (LMOs) among the signatory countries 
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2. It is the only such environmental Treaty outside the authority of the United Nations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- d 

Explanation- The Rotterdam Convention   is a multilateral environmental Treaty on   the export 

and import of hazardous   Chemicals. The countries make informed   decisions to accept the 

Chemicals they   are going to receive and exclude those   they cannot manage safely. The 

invention   is governed by the United Nations.   The Cartagena protocol deals with export   of 

living modified organisms. 

38.Consider the following 

1. The introduction of a bill and its publication in the the Gazette of India constitutes the First 

Reading of a bill. 

2. No amendments can be made in a bill in the Third Reading stage. 

3.A Select committee created for the purpose of discussing a bill consists of members of both 

Houses of the Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- b 

Explanation- At the Third reading stage   the debate is confined to the acceptance   or rejection 

of a bill as a whole and no   amendments are allowed as the general   principles underlying the 

bill have already   been discussed during Second Stage   reading.   In the Second stage of 
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general discussion   of a Bill, it may be referred to a select   committee or a joint committee. A 

select   committee consists of members of the   House where the bill has originated    whereas 

a joint committee consists of   members of both Houses of the   Parliament 

39. World Cities Report is published by 

a) World Bank 

b) UN-Habitat 

c) Asian Development Bank 

d) Fortune 

Ans- b 

Explanation- World Cities Report is published by UN-Habitat. The 2020 report makes the case 

for cities to remain central in the pursue of sustainability. 

40.Consider the following 

1. International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) is a global non- governmental 

organization which acts as an advisory body of the World Heritage Committee for the 

implementation of World Heritage Convention of UNESCO. 

2. The theme of World Heritage Day 2020 was "Culture and Humanity: Anew Perspective “ 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- a 

Explanation- International Day for   Monuments and Sites or the World   Heritage Day was 

established by ICOMOS   in 1982. Every year 18th April is   celebrated as World Heritage 

Day.   The theme for 2020 was – “shared   cultures, shared Heritage, shared   responsibility’  

41.With reference to Right to property, consider the following 
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  1. The right to property as a fundamental right was abolished under the42nd Amendment Act 

of 1976. 

2. At present right to property in India is a legal right. 

3. In case of violation of this right, the aggrieved individual can directly move to the Supreme 

Court for its enforcement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

42. Consider the following: 

1. Minamata disease is caused by Ethyl mercury poisoning in humans. 

2. Arsenic is a widely distributed natural component of the earth’s crust, whose long-term    

exposure can be carcinogenic for humans. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- b  

Explanation- Minamata disease is caused by methylmercury poisoning, which first broke out 

in Japan, resulting from eating fish contaminated with mercury from Industrial wastes. Some 

vaccines contain ethyl mercury as a preservative, which poses no health risk. Arsenic is a 

naturally occurring element in the earth’s crust that is widely spread in the air, water, and land. 

In its inorganic form, it is extremely poisonous. Long term exposure to arsenic from drinking 

water and food can cause cancer and skin lesions in human. It has also been associated with 

cardiovascular disease and diabetes. 

43. Which of the following country opens into the Black Sea? 

1. Georgia 

2. Romania 

3. Iran 

4. Turkey 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
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a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans- a 

Explanation- Black Sea is bordered by Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and 

Ukraine. 

44. With reference to Environmental DNA (eDNA), consider the following: 

1. It refers to the DNA extracted from a wild variety of any species for research purposes. 

2. It can either be nuclear or mitochondrial DNA released from an organism into the 

environment.   

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Environmental DNA is DNA that can be retrieved from natural sources such as 

water, soil, or feces without the need to isolate any target species first. It is nuclear or 

mitochondrial DNA that is released into the environment by an organism. 

45. The term Ecotype refers to 

a) A population of species that survive as a distinct group through environmental selection and 

isolation. 

b) The transition area between two biomes where the two communities interact 

c) The response by an organism or population to distribution of resources and competitors. 

d) None of the above 

Ans- a 

Explanation- An Ecotype is defined as a population of species that survive as a distinct group 

through environmental selection and isolation and is compatible with taxonomic substances 

example Tundra Reindeer and Woodland Reindeer are two ecotypes of Reindeer.  

46. Which reference to lapsing of bills due to dissolution of Lok Sabha, which of the following 

is/ are correct? 

1. A Bill passed by both Houses of the Parliament, but the pending assent of the President 

does not lapse. 
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2. A Bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok Sabha lapses. 

3. A Bill passed by the Lok Sabha but pending in the Rajya Sabha lapses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans- c 

Explanation- A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok Sabha does not lapse 

on dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

47. With reference to Erra Matti dibbalu, consider the following: 

1. These are red sediment mounds which are found exclusively in the western part of West 

Bengal. 

2. They represent the geological history of the late Quaternary period and carry imprints of 

the decrease and subsequent rise of sea level. 

3.The site has been recognized as a National Geo-heritage site by the Geological Survey of 

India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 3 only 

Ans- a 

Explanation- Erra Matti dibbalu are dissected and stabilized coastal red sediment mounds 

located between Visakhapatnam and Bheemunipatnam in Andhra Pradesh. These were formed 

around 12,000 years ago due to Sea Land interaction. 

48. Consider the following about Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR): 

1. It indicates the proportion of highly liquid assets held by banks to ensure their ability to 

meet short-term obligations 

2. Recently the Reserve Bank of India has increased this ratio for banks from 80 % to 100% 

due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- a 

Explanation- RBI has reduced the liquidity coverage ratio requirement for banks to 80% from 

100% to provide them a relief during pandemic time. 

49. The Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development (KNOMAD) initiative 

has been started by 

a) Reports Without Borders 

b) World Bank 

c) International Labour Organization 

d) Food and Agriculture Organization 

Ans- b 

Explanation- KNOMAD is an initiative of the World bank. It is hoped that it would work 

closely with the Global Forum on Migration and Development and the Global Migration 

Group. 

50. Consider the following about Global Tiger Forum: 

1. The Global Tiger Forum is an intergovernmental international body established with an 

aim to embark on a global campaign to protect the tiger. 

2. Recently it has launched Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation Programme to undertake 

a situation analysis study for assessing tiger habitat status in high altitude ecosystems. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- a 

Explanation- Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation Programmed is initiated by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature in 2014. 

51. With reference to Zonal Councils, consider the following: 

1. These are the statutory bodies established under the Representation of People Act 1950. 

2. The Prime Minister of India is the common chairman for all the five zonal councils of 

India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans-d 

Explanation- Zonal Councils are statutory bodies established under the State's Reorganization 

act of 1956; the Act divided India into five zones viz. Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western 

and Central. The Union Home minister is the common chairman of the five zonal councils. 

52. Consider the following: 

1. The largest nuclear power reactor of India is Kakra Para atomic station. 

2. India’s largest uranium mine will come up in Maharashtra. 

3. Recently India has ratified the Non-Proliferation Treaty and has joined the Nuclear 

Suppliers Group (NSG). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans-a 

Explanation- India’s biggest uranium mine will come up in Kadapa district in Andhra Pradesh. 

India is not a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group as it has not ratified the Nuclear 

Proliferation Treaty. 

53. With reference to WHO Foundation, consider the following: 

1. It is a legally independent authority from WHO. 

2. The main objective of this initiative is to support global public health needs with initial 

focus on emergencies and pandemic response. 

3. It is also open to contributions from the general public. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans-d 

Explanation- The World Health Organization has created WHO Foundation that will enable it 

to tap new sources of funding including from the general public. It is legally independent from 
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WHO. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. Its objective is to support Global Public 

Health needs from prevention of mental health and non-communicable diseases to emergency 

preparedness, outbreak response and health system strengthening. The organization will first 

focus on emergencies and pandemic response in light of the recent Covid-19 outbreak. 

54. Horizon 2020, frequently with news, is a research and innovation program. It has been 

launched by 

a) Asian Development Bank 

b) NASA 

c) European Union 

d) DRDO 

Ans- c 

Explanation- Horizon 2020 is the biggest European Union Research and innovation program. 

55. Which of the following parameter(s) is/are considered for ranking progress of countries by 

the Global Gender Gap Index? 

1. Educational attainment 

2. Health and survival 

3. Political empowerment 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

And-d 

Explanation- The Global Gender Gap Index is published by World Economic Forum. The 

countries are assessed based on four parameters:    

• Economic participation and opportunity    

• Educational attainment    

• Health and survival    

• Political empowerment  

56. Consider the following:  

1. The size of the Legislative Council in a bicameral legislature depends on size of the 

Legislative Assembly of the concerned state.   
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 2. The Speaker of Legislative Assembly, is empowered to decide whether a member of the 

assembly is disqualified as per provisions of the Representation of People Act 1951 as well 

as on grounds of defection. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans-a 

Explanation- The Governor is empowered to decide on the question of disqualification of a 

member of the State Legislature as per provisions of the Representation of People Act 1951. 

However, the Governor has to consult the Election Commission and act accordingly. The 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly decides on the question of disqualification under the 

Tenth schedule of the Constitution. 

57. With reference to organoids, consider the following: 

1. These are lab-grown group of miniature human organ like structures that achieve all the 

functional maturity of full-grown organs. 

2. They offer new opportunities in studying proteins and genes that are critical for 

development of an organ. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2. 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Organoids are three-dimensional tiny structures made from a group of cells 

cultured in a lab to resemble the cell arrangement of a fully formed organ. They do not achieve 

all the   functional maturity of human organs but often resemble early stages of a developing 

tissue. They lack blood vessels due to which they are not fully functional. 

58. Regarding HSN Code, consider the following: 

1. It is the six-digit identification code developed by the World Customs Organization. 

2. Imports to India are not allowed without this code. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans-c 

Explanation- HSN or HS (Harmonized System) is it 6-digit identification code. It is called the 

universal economics, language for goods. It is widely used for taxation purposes by helping to 

identify the rate of tax applicable to a specific product in a country that is under review. India 

now onwards, will not allow imports without this code. This will enable India’s exports to be 

accepted globally due to the quality of goods and services  

59. SUMAN Scheme has been launched by the government to 

a) Reduce maternal and new-born deaths in India 

b) Provide quality health care to elderly people 

c) Promote adoption of girl child in India 

d) Ensure quality healthcare for elderly widows in old age homes. 

Ans-a 

Explanation- SUMAN or Surakshith Matritva Aashwasan aims to have zero preventable 

maternal and new-born deaths in India. Under the scheme, pregnant women, mothers up to six 

months after delivery and all sick new-borns will be able to avail free health care benefits. 

60. Recently Tapovan Vishnu gad Hydropower project was in the news. It is on the river 

a) Ramganga 

b) Dhauliganga 

c) Painganga 

d) Wainganga 

Ans-b 

Explanation- The Tapovan Vishnu Gad hydropower project on the Dhauliganga river is a 520-

megawatt run-of-the-river hydroelectric plant. 

96. In India, Gharials are usually found in 

1. Ghaghara River 

2. Narmada River 

3. Chambal River 

4. Ramganga river 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 
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c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans- a 

Explanation- The primary habitat of gharial in India is the Chambal River. The secondary 

habitat of these animals is Ghaghara and Gandak rivers, Girwa river, Ramganga river and the 

Sone River. 

61. Bagu rumba is a tribal dance practiced by the 

a) Ahom tribe 

b) Bodo tribe 

c) Naga tribe 

d) Khasi tribe 

Ans- b 

Explanation- Bagu rumba dance is practiced by the Bodo people of Assam. 

62. With reference to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), consider the following: 

1. It is an intergovernmental body established by the initiative of the G7 countries. 

2. The Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing (EAG) is 

a member of the FATF as an associate member. 

3. The FATF publishes the “Red list” which enlists countries that support terror funding and 

money laundering activities.    

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans-a 

Explanation- The FATF is an intergovernmental body established in 1989 during the G7 

summit in Paris. India, Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan, and Belarus make up the EAG, which is a regional organization. It is a member of 

the FATF as an associate member. FATF publishes two lists: 

 Grey list: countries that are considered safe havens for supporting terror funding   and 

money laundering are included in this list. 

 Blacklist countries: known as non-Cooperative countries or Territories are put on the 

black list. These countries aid in the financing of terrorism and the laundering of money. 
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63. Regarding Overseas Citizens of India (OCI), consider the following: 

1.The Overseas Citizenship of India scheme was launched by the government by making 

amendments to the Citizenship Act 1955. 

2. Individuals who do not have citizenship of any other country are not eligible to get an OCI 

status. 

3. OCI cardholders can be nominated for constitutional posts in India except for the post of 

the President.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans-c 

Explanation- The Overseas Citizenship of India scheme was launched by the government by 

making amendments to the Citizenship Act 1955 in 2005. Individuals who do not have 

citizenship of any other country are not eligible to get an OCI status i.e., an individual applying 

for this card should hold a valid passport of another country OCI card holders do not have the 

right to vote in India they do not have the right to any Public Service government jobs and are 

not eligible to be nominated for constitutional posts in India. 

64. Nagoba Jatara festival is celebrated in the state of 

a) Rajasthan 

b) Assam 

c) Telangana 

d) West Bengal 

Ans-c 

Explanation- Telangana’s Nagoba Jatara is a tribal celebration. It is a major religious and 

cultural celebration for the Raj Gond and Pradhan tribes’ Boigutta branch of the Meshram clan. 

During the festival, mahapuja of Serpent god Nagoba is held.  

65. With reference to the Model Code of Conduct (MCC), which of the following statements 

are not correct? 

(a) It aims to ensure a level playing field for all the contestants. 

(b) It does not have statutory backing. 

(c) It comes into force immediately from the date of announcement of the elections till the 

completion of elections. 
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(d) As per the Election Commission, any biographic film with political purpose can be 

displayed during the operation of the MCC, after certification from the Central Board of Film 

Certification. 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is a set of guidelines to be followed during 

elections by all political parties. The Election Commission of India looks after the execution 

of MCC and ensures that the ruling party does not misuse its official position to gain an unfair 

advantage in an election; thus, it helps in maintaining a level playing field for all the 

contestants. So, the statement (a) is correct. 

The MCC has evolved with the consensus of political parties who have agreed to abide by the 

principles and norms of MCC. It keeps a check on how candidates and their political parties 

should conduct themselves while contesting elections on occasions such as electioneering, 

holding meetings, processions, poll day activities, etc. However, it does not have any statutory 

backing, and so it remains mere guidelines. So, the statement (b) is correct. Nonetheless, the 

MCC is partly backed up with provisions from the Indian Penal Code and Representation of 

the People Act. The Supreme Court in Union of India vs. Harbans Singh Jalal case ruled that 

the MCC would come into force immediately from the announcement of elections by the 

Election Commission. It remains in force till the completion of the elections. It is applicable 

during the Lok Sabha and the State Assembly elections and also during the by-elections. So, 

the statement (c) is also correct.  

During the Lok Sabha elections of 2019, the biopic made to the Prime Minister created 

controversy, and it was alleged that it violates the MCC. The Election Commission after going 

through the issue ordered that any content or material such as films that have the potential to 

disturb level playing field during elections should not be displayed in electronic media during 

the operation of the MCC. So, the statement (d) is incorrect. Hence, the answer option is (d). 

66. With reference to the Judges of the Supreme Court, consider the following statements: 

(1) The Supreme Court currently has a maximum strength of 31 judges. 

(2) The President has the power to raise the number of Supreme Court judges. 

(3) To strengthen the judiciary, a constitutional modification is required. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Ans: (a) 

Explanation: The Government has responded to the Collegium’s recommendation for the 

appointment of two new judges. The Collegium, on the other hand, has stated that the 

Government cannot reject the Collegium’s recommendations. The Supreme Court now consists 

of thirty-one judges (One Chief Justice and thirty other Judges). Hence the statement (1) is 

correct. Originally, the Supreme Court’s strength was set at eight. The number of other judges 

has been gradually expanded by the Parliament, from 7 to 30. The President, not the Parliament, 

has the power to raise the number of Supreme Court judges. Hence the statement (2) is not 

correct. 

This is done by Parliament with a simple majority vote and is not deemed a constitutional 

amendment under Article 368. So, the statement (3) is not correct. Hence, the correct option is 

(a). 

67. With reference to the recently formed Jal Shakti Ministry, consider the following 

statements: 

(1) The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development, and Ganga Rejuvenation, as well 

as the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, were merged to form this ministry. 

(2) It covers all aspects of water resources, groundwater, and even international and interstate 

river disputes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c)  

Explanation: The erstwhile Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvenation and the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation have been merged to form the 

Ministry of Jal Shakti. Hence the statement (1) is correct. 

The Ministry is responsible for a wide range of issues, including international and inter-state 

water disputes, the Namami Gange Project, and so on. It is also mandated to expedite the 

programmed for linking rivers from different parts of the country. To solve the issues of 

drinking water and irrigation, the Ministry will launch a unique programme called “Nal Se Jal” 

to ensure piped water for every household by 2024. Hence, the statement (2) is correct. Hence, 

the correct option is (c). 

68.What is/are the consequence of India joining the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)? 
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(1) India will get unrestricted access to the enriched Uranium reserves from nuclear suppliers. 

(2) India can get easy access to data from the International Monitoring System, which uses 

advanced technologies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: (b) 

Explanation: The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) is a 

multilateral treaty that bans all nuclear explosions for both civilian and military purposes in all 

environments. It was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1996. India did not 

join the treaty because the treaty favours those nuclear states which have already achieved 

sophistication in nuclear technology and have little utility in testing further while other 

countries such as India would be stopped at the nascent stage only. India fears that joining the 

treaty would hinder India’s strategic nuclear program development. However, the international 

community believes that joining of India would be a significant step towards ending the nuclear 

race in Asia. Hence, India has been invited to join CTBTO as an observer. It can get easy entry 

to the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group. However, joining 

CTBTO does not mean that India gets free access to nuclear fuel. So, the statement (1) is not 

correct. 

India gets access to the data from the International Monitoring System, which uses advanced 

technologies and can help India in areas such as disaster management, mining and exploration 

etc. So, the statement (2) is correct. Hence, the correct option is (b). 

69. US sanctions on importing oil from Iran have a significant impact on the Indian economy. 

Which of the following is not one of the impacts? 

(a) The current account deficit in India will widen. 

(a) High inflation may result from higher crude oil prices.  

(c) It will weaken the Rupee. 

(d) None of the above 

 Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The US decision to end the waiver on oil imports from Iran to some countries 

such as India would have significant implications for their economies. In 2018- 19, Iran was 

the fourth-largest supplier of oil in India. The imposition of sanctions increases the crude oil 
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prices, and thus, the trade deficit and current account deficit will also increase. So, the statement 

(a) is correct. The higher crude prices impact the prices of different goods as well as services. 

According to some estimates, $10 hike in crude oil price, results into increase in inflation of 

0.5%. So, the statement (b) is also correct. With the increased import bill, the value of the rupee 

will get impacted significantly, and it will weaken in comparison to other currencies. So, the 

statement (c) is correct. Hence, the answer option is (d). 

70. Special 301 Report which is sometimes in the news refers to: 

(a) A United Nations report on internationally recognized terrorists. 

(a) A report from the United States identifying countries with lax enforcement of intellectual 

property (IP) laws. 

c) A report on duty-free items published by the World Trade Organization. 

(d) The NITI Aayog presented a report on various changes. 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: The United States Trade Representative issues a Special 301 Report (USTR). The 

US Trade Act of 1974, Section 301, allows for the identification of nations whose practices 

result in the denial of adequate and effective intellectual property (IPR) protection to US-based 

businesses. The Special 301 Report is divided into three categories. Priority Foreign Countries, 

Priority Watch List, and Watch List are the three categories. India has been placed on the 

Priority Watch List in the latest report due to suspected insufficient enforcement of intellectual 

property (IP) legislation. Hence, the correct option is (b). 

71. With reference to the National Mining Policy 2019, consider the following statements: 

(1) It aims to increase private sector involvement in the mining industry. 

(2) It suggests granting mining activities the status of industry in order to increase funding. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: The National Mineral Policy, 2008 is replaced by the National Mining Policy, 

2019. It aims to have a more productive, meaningful and implementable policy that brings in 

further transparency, better regulation and balanced socio-economic growth with sustainable 

mining practices. The Policy focuses on the exploration of energy-critical minerals, fertilizer 

minerals, precious metals and stones, strategic minerals and other deep-seated minerals, which 
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are otherwise, difficult to access and for which the country is mainly dependent on imports. In 

order to provide thrust to the exploration of such minerals, the policy seeks to encourage private 

sector participation through the Right of First Refusal at the time of auction, seamless transition 

from Reconnaissance Permit (RP) to Prospecting License (PL) to Mining Leases (ML) and 

auctioning of composite Reconnaissance Permit (RP) cum Prospecting License (PL) cum 

Mining Lease (ML) in virgin areas. So, the statement (1) is correct. The Policy proposes to 

grant the status of industry to mining activity to boost financing of mining for the private sector. 

It will help in easy sanction of loans for mining projects. Only mining projects with a significant 

component of mining machinery, equipment, and structures are currently being funded. So, the 

statement (2) is correct. Hence, the correct option is (c). 

72. In the context of the Reserve Bank of India, what is the meaning of Ways and Means 

Advances (WMA)? 

(a) Financial aid to debt-ridden banks 

(a) A loan facility for the federal and state governments 

(c) Advance payments to enterprises as part of the Make in India initiative  

(d) Loans to foreign governments 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Recently, the RBI in consultation with the Government of India has decided that 

the limits for WMA for the first half of the financial year 2019-20 will be Rs. 75000 crores. 

Both the Central and State Governments use the Reserve Bank of India as a banker. The 

government used to borrow money from the RBI through treasury bills, but Ways and Means 

Advances replaced it in 1997. It acts as a loan facility to both Central and State governments 

to meet their cash requirements. The loans taken by the government through Ways and Means 

Advances need to be returned in 90 days. The interest rate of the WMA is currently the repo 

rate, and its limits are decided mutually by the RBI and the Government of India. Hence, the 

correct option is (b). 

73. Consider the following statements with respect to GST: 

(1) Since the implementation of GST, the amount of tax collected by the government has 

steadily increased. 

(2) There has been an increase in tax compliance after the introduction of GST. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: The trend in GST collected during the current year: The graph below shows that 

the tax collected by the Government has fluctuated every month in both FY 2018-19 and FY 

2017-18. So, the statement (1) is not correct. On the positive side, it also shows that the average 

tax collections increased in 2018-19 (97300 Cr) from 2017-18 (90000 Cr). There has been an 

increase in the number of GST returns which shows higher tax compliance after the 

introduction of GST. It has helped to formalise the Indian economy. So, the statement (2) is 

correct.  

74. The focus of NASA’s Project Artemis is to: 

(a) study the outer rings of Saturn 

(b) put humans back on the Moon 

(c) study the Kuiper belt objects 

(d) explore other solar systems 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Artemis is the name given to NASA’s Mission to put people back on the Moon. 

In Greek mythology, the Goddess Artemis is the twin sister of Apollo, after whom the original 

Moon landing missions were named. Acceleration, Recollection, Turbulence, and 

Electrodynamics of the Moon’s Interaction with the Sun are all abbreviated as Artemis. It 

consists of a spacecraft to measure the impact of the Sun’s radiation over the Moon’s rocky 

surface when there is no magnetic field to protect it. NASA expects to be able to establish a 

long-term human presence on the Moon by 2028 if the Artemis mission is successful. This 

would provide new opportunities in deep space exploration. It is also a stopover for the mission 

to Mars. Hence, the correct option is (b). 

75. Which of the following are the advantages of 5G technology? 

(1) Data transport with ultra-low latency 

(2) Broad-spectrum to accommodate multiple users 

(3) Data speed upto 1 GBPS 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 
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Explanation: 5G technology is a wireless communication technology using radio waves for the 

exchange of data. It is the next step after 4G LTE technology and is expected to be implemented 

fully by 2024. The advantages of 5G are ultra-low latency i.e., the time to send a packet of data 

from one device to another is about 1 millisecond in comparison to 4G technology where it is 

50 milliseconds. The lower latency will help in the successful implementation of applications 

based on the Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence etc. Hence statement (1) is correct. The 

available spectrum will be of up to 30 GHz, which will increase the connection density to 1 

million users per sq.km. Hence the statement (2) is correct. 

In 4G technology, peak data speed was 1 GBPS, whereas, in 5G technology, it will be around 

20 GBPS. So, the option (3) is not correct. Hence, the correct option is (a). 

76. ISRO has successfully launched RISAT-2B. Which of the following is/are its application 

areas? 

(1) Disaster management 

(2) Tele-communication and faster data transfer 

(3) Natural resources management and Forestry 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: ISRO has successfully launched RISAT-2B satellite using PSLV-C46. It is a 

Radar Imaging Earth Observation Satellite and is intended to provide services in the field of 

agriculture, forestry and disaster management. It is provided with a sensor called ‘Synthetic 

Aperture Radar (SAR)’ which takes high-quality images. SAR can also provide details such as 

the size of objects on Earth, structures, movement and change which complements the data that 

is being gathered through the normal optical remote-sensing satellites. So, the statements (1) 

and (3) are correct. It is not a communication satellite. So, the statement (2) is not correct. 

Hence, the correct option is (c). 

77. Consider the following statements: 

(1) A woman’s total fertility rate (TFR) is the average number of children she will have over 

her lifetime. 

(2) According to the most recent NFHS-4, India's TFR is lower than the global average 

replacement rate. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: The Total Fertility Rate is the total number of children that would be born to a 

woman, assuming no female mortality at childbearing age and the age-specific fertility rates of 

a specified country and reference period. As per the latest National Family Health Survey-4 

data, India’s TFR is 2.18 below the average world replacement rate of 2.3. So, the statements 

(1) and (2) are correct. Hence, the correct option is (c). 

78. About Pandit Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, consider the following statements: 

(1) (1) His reform was centred on women’s empowerment. 

(2) He co-founded the Brahmo Samaj along with Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 

(3) He reconstructed the Bengali alphabets. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Pandit Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar (1820-91) received the title of Vidyasagar, 

which means Ocean of Learning at the age of 21. Sanskrit grammar, literature, Vedanta 

philosophy, logic, astronomy, Hindu laws, and English literature and philosophy were among 

the subjects he studied. He was named the Principal of the Sanskrit College in Calcutta. He 

made a significant contribution to Bengali literature. He was not only an educationist, but also, 

a social reformer. The focus of his reforms was women. He dedicated his life to the 

empowerment of women, their education, the abolition of child marriage, and the promotion 

of widow remarriage. So, the statement (1) is correct. Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) 

founded the Brahmo Samaj in 1828. So, the statement (2) is not correct. He reconstructed the 

Bengali alphabet and simplified Bengali typography into an alphabet of twelve vowels and 

forty consonants. He did it by removing Sanskrit phonemes and a few punctuation marks and 

replacing them with new letters that reflect modern pronunciation. So, the statement (3) is 

correct. Hence, the correct option is (c). 
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(In the news: The bust of Pandit Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar was vandalised in Bengal) 

79. The Himroo textiles are manufactured in which region of India? 

(a) Aurangabad, Maharashtra 

(b) Ladakh Valley 

(c) Madurai, Tamil Nadu 

(d) Khasi Hills, Meghalaya 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Himroo is a fabric made of cotton and silk using a special loom. The district of 

Aurangabad is famous because of these beautiful fabrics. Silver and gold were used to create 

the original form. The textile is associated with the times of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq in the 

14th Century. When he shifted his capital from Delhi to Daulat Abad, many weavers came and 

settled here. (In the news: Suraiya Hasan Bose is a textile revivalist who is credited for single-

handedly reviving Himroo and Mashru textiles (a silk and cotton weave). Hence the correct 

option is (a). 

80. The Khelchawa festival is celebrated in the State of: 

(a) Odisha 

(b) Himachal Pradesh 

(c) Assam 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: The Khelchawa festival is celebrated in Karbi Anglong district of Assam by the 

people of Tiwa tribe. It is celebrated every five years after the harvest season is over. The 

festival is celebrated for 4 days in which young boys of 10-14 years age enrol themselves for 

the festival, wear traditional Tiwa costumes and perform traditional dances like bamboo dance 

to popular folk songs of Tiwas. It is celebrated for the good harvest. Pigs are sacrificed as a 

mark of respect for their local deities known as ‘Lampha Raja’. Hence, the correct option is 

(c). 

81. Arrange the following geographic locations from north to south: 

(1) Paracel Islands 

(2) Hainan 

(3) Spratley Islands 

(4) Natuna Islands 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1-2-4-3 
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(b) 2-1-3-4 

(c) 4-2-1-3 

(d) 2-4-1-3 

Ans (b) 

Explanation: (In News: Vice-President’s visit to Vietnam in May 2019) The mentioned 

geographical locations are present in the South China Sea. Hence, the correct option is (b). 

82. With reference to Bharat Stage (BS) fuel norms, consider the following statements: 

(1) BS-VI fuel will bring down the sulphur content by 5 times from the current BS-IV levels. 

(2) The harmful NOx (Nitrogen Oxides) emissions from diesel cars can be brought down by 

nearly 70% with BS-VI. 

(3) In diesel autos, the BS-VI fuel standards will reduce PM 2.5 and PM 10. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The main difference in standards between the existing BS-IV and the new BS-VI 

fuel norms is the presence of Sulphur. BS-VI fuel will bring down Sulphur by 5 times from the 

current BS-IV levels, which is equivalent to an 80% reduction of Sulphur from 50 ppm to 10 

ppm. Hence statement (1) is correct. The harmful NOx emissions from diesel cars and petrol 

cars can be brought down by nearly 70% and 25% respectively. Hence the statement (2) is 

correct. The Particulate matter like PM 2.5 and PM 10 are the most harmful components of air 

pollution, and BS-VI will reduce their emissions in diesel cars by a whopping 80%. So, the 

statement (3) is correct. Hence, the correct option is (d). 

83. The green muffler technique is designed to: 

(a) protecting citizens from extreme cold waves 

(b) reducing air pollution in cities 

(c) offering free clothing to those in need 

(d) reducing noise pollution in noisy places 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Noise pollution is the excessive noise that may harm the balance of animal or 

human life. The harmful effects on the human body include an increase in breathing rate, 

constriction of blood vessels, disturbance in the movement of the digestive canal. Long-term 



 

202 | P a g e  
 

exposure to loud noise can cause permanent hearing loss. The Government has initiated a Green 

Muffler scheme to reduce noise pollution by planting 4-6 rows of trees around the noisy areas. 

To reduce noise pollution, Ashoka and Neem plants are planted near houses or residential areas 

under this scheme. Hence, the correct option is (d). 

84. Consider the following statements with respect to the Basel Convention:  

(1) It is to control the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and their disposal. 

(2) It does not cover the movement of radioactive material. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Basel Convention is based on the control of the transboundary movement of 

hazardous wastes and their disposal. It was adopted in March 22, 1989 in Basel, Switzerland. 

It provides for the “Prior Informed Consent” procedure, i.e., shipments made without consent 

are illegal. Each party is required to frame laws to prevent and punish illegal traffic in 

hazardous and other wastes. It also requires parties to manage and dispose of hazardous and 

other wastes in an environmentally appropriate manner. The Convention is intended to help 

Least Developed Countries in the environmentally sound management of the hazardous and 

other wastes 

they generate. However, it does not address the movement of radioactive waste. So, the 

statements (1) and (2) are correct. 

(IN NEWS: The 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 14) to the Basel 

Convention took place in Geneva, Switzerland and a proposal by India to prevent developed 

countries from dumping their electronic and plastic waste in developing countries was defeated 

at the meeting). 

Hence the correct option is (c). 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The main difference in standards between the existing BS-IV and the new BS-VI 

fuel norms is the presence of Sulphur. BS-VI fuel will bring down Sulphur by five times from 

the current BS-IV levels, which is equivalent to an 80% reduction of Sulphur from 50 ppm to 

10 ppm. Hence statement (1) is correct. The harmful NOx emissions from diesel cars and petrol 

cars can be brought down by nearly 70% and 25% respectively. Hence statement (2) is correct.  

Particulate Matter like PM 2.5 and PM 10 are the most harmful components of air pollution, 

and BS-VI will reduce their emissions in diesel cars by a whopping 80%. So, statement (3) is 

correct. 

Hence, the correct option is (d). 

83.The Green Muffler technique is designed for: 

(a) protecting citizens from extreme cold waves 

(b) reducing air pollution in cities 

(c) donating free cloths to the needy people 

(d) reducing noise pollution in noisy places 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Noise pollution is the excessive noise that may harm the balance of animal or 

human life. The harmful effects on the human body include an increase in breathing rate, 

constriction of blood vessels, and disturbance in movement of the digestive canal. Prolonged 

exposure to high noise level can permanently damage hearing. The Government has initiated 

the Green Muffler scheme to reduce noise pollution by planting 4-6 rows of trees around noisy 

areas. Under this scheme, Ashoka and Neem plants are being planted near residential areas to 

curb noise pollution. 

Hence, the correct option is (d). 

84.Consider the following statements with respect to the Basel Convention:  

(1) It is to control the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and their disposal. 

(2) It does not cover the movement of radioactive material. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: The Basel Convention is based on the control of the transboundary movement of 

hazardous wastes and their disposal. It was adopted on March 22, 1989 in Basel, Switzerland. 

It provides for the “Prior Informed Consent” procedure i.e. shipments made without consent 

are illegal. Each party is required to frame laws to prevent and punish illegal traffic in 

hazardous and other wastes. It also obliges parties to ensure that hazardous and other wastes 

are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. The Convention is intended 

to help Least Developed Countries in the environmentally sound management of the hazardous 

and other wastes they generate. However, it does not address the movement of radioactive 

waste. So, statements (1) and (2) are correct. 

(IN THE NEWS: The 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 14) to the Basel 

Convention took place in Geneva. A proposal by India to prevent developed countries from 

dumping their electronic and plastic waste into developing countries was defeated in the 

meeting.) 

Hence the correct option is (c). 

85.The water hyacinth is one of the most noxious weeds that affect water bodies. Which of the 

following are its alternative usages? 

(1) It can be used as animal feed. 

(2) It can be used for the production of biogas from microbial anaerobic decomposition. 

(3) It can be utilised in agriculture in the form of compost and fertiliser.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Water hyacinth is one of the most noxious weeds that affects agriculture, fishing 

and livelihoods. It was in the news recently because the Mula river in Pune is entirely covered 

with dense water hyacinth. It clogs waterways, affects the river travel, and deprives the 

freshwater plants of sunlight and animals of oxygenated water. Excessive growth of water 

hyacinth may also impact hydro-electricity production as its large mats clog the turbines. 

However, some of its alternative usages can be: 

1. Animal feed: It contains most essential elements for animal growth, and can be 

converted into silage. Such silage is highly palatable to sheep and other animals. 

2. Food: The flowers have been appreciated and distributed throughout the world. 

Leaves, flowers and petioles are reported to have been used as a vegetable in Java, 

Philippines and Taiwan, but this does not seem to have become popular elsewhere. 

3. Biogas: It can be used for biogas production from anaerobic decomposition, and the 

residue can be used as fertiliser. 

4. Manure: It is also suitable for mulching and effective conservation of soil moisture. 

Wilted water hyacinth, mixed with earth, cow dung and wood ashes can yield useful 

compost. 

It is not used as medicinal herbs. So, statements (1), (2) and (3) are correct. 

Hence, the correct option is (d). 

86.The Global Assessment Report is published by the: 

(a) World Bank 

(b) United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 

(c) World Health Organization 

(d) World Economic Forum 

Answer: (b) 

Explanation: The Global Assessment Report was recently launched by the UN Office for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR). It is published biennially by the UNDRR. The UNDRR 
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was established in 1999 as a part of the UN Secretariat. It undertakes various initiatives for 

disaster risk reduction and increasing cooperation among member countries. It also provides 

necessary support to various countries in the implementation of the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk. Reduction. 

Hence the correct option is (b). 

87.Consider the following statements regarding the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), 

which was recently in the news: 

(1) It issues standards for curbing terror financing and money laundering. 

(2) It is responsible for issuing red corner notice against absconding economic offenders. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: FATF is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 by the G7 Summit held 

in Paris. FATF comprises 37-member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, namely the 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the European Commission (EC). Statement (1) is correct: 

The mandate of FATF is to issue international standards, policies and best practices for 

combating money laundering, terrorist financing and the financing of proliferation, and other 

related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

Statement (2) is not correct: INTERPOL (and not FATF) issues red corner notice to seek the 

location and arrest of persons wanted for prosecution or to serve a sentence. Hence, the correct 

option is (a). 

88.Consider the following statements about rock paintings in Karikiyoor: 

(1) These are prehistoric rock paintings located in Nilgiri forests. 

(2) Irula tribal community have their ancestral links with these paintings. 
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(3) It has won Ecotourism Award for the conservation of these prehistoric paintings. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 2 only 

Answer: (c) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is correct: the rock paintings in Karikiyoor at Kil Kotagiri in the 

Nilgiri forests are some 5,000 years old. They contain an analogous-Indus script, meaning they 

resemble the script found in Indus civilisation sites of northern India. Statement (2) is correct: 

The Irula tribal community has ancestral links to the site. The Irula tribe is one of India’s oldest 

indigenous communities living along the borders of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. They are 

specialists in herbal and traditional medicines. Statement (3) is not correct: in the last few years, 

close to 40% of the paintings have been damaged by illegal trackers, tourists and vandals. They 

have painted political messages and carved out their names on the rocks leading to the 

permanent disfiguring of the paintings.  

Hence, the correct option is (c). 

89.The SDG Gender Index was recently in the news. In this context, consider the following 

statements:  

(1) The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Economic Forum 

(WEF) have developed it. 

(2) It includes indicators on all the 17 SDGs 

(3) India is ranked 95th amongst 129 countries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is not correct: The SDG Gender Index has been developed by Equal 

Measures 2030, a joint effort of regional and global organisations including African Women’s 

Development and Communication Network, Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for 

Women, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and International Women’s Health Coalition. 

Statement (2) is not correct. The index measures the state of gender equality aligned to 14 of 

the 17 SDGs. Statement (3) is correct. India is ranked 95th amongst 129 countries with a score 

of 56.2. 

China is ranked higher at 74, while neighbours like Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal are ranked 

113, 110 and 102 respectively. Denmark has topped the index while Chad is placed at the 129th 

position. The global average score of the 129 countries, representing 95% of the world’s girls 

and women, is 65.7 out of 100 (“poor” in the index). 

Hence, the correct option is (c). 

90.Which of the following statements about “Participatory Guarantee” is not correct? 

(a) Participatory guarantee scheme is designed to assure quality of production. 

(b) It is built on a foundation of trust, social networks and knowledge exchange. 

(c) It involves participation of all the stakeholders except the consumers of the goods produced. 

(d) In India, it is used to certify organic food production with the help of small farmers 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) are locally focused quality assurance 

systems. They certify producers based on active participation of stakeholders and are built on 

a foundation of trust, social networks and knowledge exchange. They represent an alternative 

to third party certification, especially adapted to local markets and short supply chains. 

Participatory Guarantee Systems are also referred to as "Participatory Certification". PGS 

includes participation of all the stakeholders. Thousands of organic producers and consumers 

are verified through PGS initiatives. Therefore, statement (c) is not correct. 

The PGS Organic India Council was set up in 2006. It was registered as a society in Goa as 

Participatory Guarantee Systems Organic Council (PGSOC) in 2011. Many of the states have 
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incorporated promotion of PGS for certification of organic produce in them state-level 

agriculture policies. At the national level, the National Centre of Organic Farming (NCOF) 

under the Ministry of Agriculture began to operate the PGS-India as a voluntary organic 

guarantee programme with the PGS-National Advisory Committee as the apex decision 

making body. 

Hence, the answer option is (c). 

91.Consider the following statements about the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology and 

Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC): 

(1) The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India heads it. 

(2) One of its vital missions, AGNii, aims to support the innovation ecosystem in the country. 

(3) It is attached to the Prime Minister’s Office. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is correct: PM-STIAC was set up on August 28, 2018. It is an 

overarching council that facilitates the Principal Scientific Advisor’s Office to assess the status 

in specific science and technology domains, comprehend challenges in hand, formulate specific 

interventions, develop a futuristic roadmap and advise the Prime Minister accordingly. The 

PSA to the Government heads it. 

Statement (2) is correct: It has identified nine different technology missions. One of its 

missions, Agni or Accelerating Growth of New India’s Innovations aims to boost the 

innovation ecosystem in the country by connecting innovators across industry, individuals and 

the grassroots to the market and help commercialise innovative solutions.  

Statement (3) is not correct: It is attached to the PSA’s Office and not the PMO.  

Hence, the correct option is (a). 
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92.Consider the following statements about national political parties in India: 

(1) Candidates from a national political party require only one proposer to file their 

nominations. 

(2) Currently, 7 parties have national party status in India. 

(3) There is no political party from North East India to get national party status. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is correct: A national party is entitled to a reserved symbol for its 

candidates contesting from across the country. Its candidates require only one proposer to file 

their nominations.  

Statement (2) is incorrect: Currently, there are 8 national parties. Recently, the National 

People’s Party (NPP) has been granted the national political party status.  

Statement (3) is incorrect: NPP is the first party from North East to get this status. A registered 

party needs to fulfill anyone of the three conditions to become a National Political Party, which 

are: It has won 2 per cent of seats in the Lok Sabha (11 seats) from at least three different States 

in the latest general election; In an election to the Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly, it has 

polled 6 per cent of the total valid votes in at least four States, in addition to winning four Lok 

Sabha seats; or it has got recognition as a state party in at least four States. The NPP has 

satisfied the third condition. 

Hence, the answer option is (b). 

93. Consider the following statements about the recently amended Foreigners (Tribunals) 

Order, 1964: 

(1) Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 has been issued under the Illegal Migrants 
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(Determination by Tribunal) Act, 1983 

(2) It applies to the whole country. 

(3) As per the amendment, Governor/ Administrators of all States and Union 

Territories have been empowered to set up Foreigners Tribunal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is incorrect: The Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 was issued by 

the Central Government under Section 3 of The Foreigners Act, 1946. Statement (2) is correct: 

The Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 applies to the whole country. However, since NRC 

work is going on only in Assam, the Amendment applies only to Assam as on date for all 

practical purposes. 

Statement (3) is incorrect: The amendment has empowered district magistrates in all States and 

Union Territories to set up tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a 

foreigner or not. Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre. 

Hence, the correct option is (b). 

94.Consider the following statements about Godavari-Penna River Linkage Project: 

(1) The Project is expected to solve drinking water and irrigation issue of north coastal Andhra. 

(2) Penna river rises in Nandi Hills in Karnataka. 

(3) River Godavari flows in the States of Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh and Odisha before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 
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(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 3 only 

Ans (b) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is incorrect: The Project will interlink the two major rivers, 

Godavari and Penna to solve drinking water and irrigation problems in south coastal Andhra. 

Recently, National Green Tribunal has stayed the project due to lack of environmental 

clearance. Statement (2) is correct: The Penna (also known as Pennar, Penner, Penneru) is a 

river of southern India. The Penna rises in Nandi Hills in Chikballapur district of Karnataka 

State and runs north and east through the States of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to empty 

into the Bay of Bengal. 

Statement (3) is correct: the Godavari is India's second-longest river after the Ganga. Its source 

is in Triambakeshwar, Maharashtra. It flows in the States of Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

Hence, the correct option is (b). 

95.Which among the following statement with reference to the Van Dhan Vikas Kendra's 

initiative is not, correct?  

(a) The initiative aims to promote minor forest produce-centric livelihood development of tribal 

gatherers and artisans. 

(b) These Kendra's are to be managed by a Gram Sabha. 

(c) Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation (TRIFED) would be the Nodal 

Agency at the National Level. 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

Statement (a) is correct: The initiative aims to promote MFPs-centric livelihood development 

of tribal gatherers and artisans. Van Dhan Vikas Kendra's are to be a cluster of 10 SHGs 

comprising of 30 tribal MFP gathers each, in the tribal areas. Statement (b) is incorrect: Locally 
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the Kendra's are proposed to be managed by a Managing Committee (an SHG) consisting of 

representatives of Van Dhan SHGs in the cluster. 

Statements (c) is correct: The scheme will be implemented through the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs as Nodal Department at the Central Level and TRIFED as Nodal Agency at the National 

Level. At State level, the State Nodal Agency for MFPs and the District Collectors are 

envisaged to play a pivot role in scheme implementation at the grassroots level. 

Hence, the answer option is (b). 

96. Consider the following statements about the National Biofuel Policy: 

(1) It allows the production of ethanol from surplus food grains with the approval of the 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 

(2) National Biofuel Coordination Committee’s approval is required for ethanol production 

from damaged food grains unfit for human consumption. 

(3) The Policy envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 5% 

blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 only 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement (1) is incorrect: Farmers are at risk of not getting appropriate price for them produce 

during the surplus production phase. Taking this into account, the Policy allows the use of 

surplus food grains for production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of the 

National Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

Statement (2) is incorrect: No approval is required for the production of ethanol from damaged 

food grains like wheat, broken rice etc. which are unfit for human consumption.  
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Use of damaged food grains and surplus food grains for production of ethanol will increase its 

availability for Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme. Statement (3) is correct: The Policy 

envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of 

biodiesel in diesel by 2030.  

Hence, the correct option is (c). 

97.Which among the following statements is not correct about the United Nations Security 

Council? 

(a) It has significant responsibility for maintaining international peace and security. 

(b) The Security Council has ten non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve 

for a two-year term. 

 (c) India has won the unanimous support of all countries in the 55-member Asia-Pacific Group 

at the United Nations in support of its bid for a non-permanent seat at the UN Security Council 

(UNSC) for a two-year term in 2021-22.  

(d) Permanent members have a veto power only on procedural matters. 

 Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Statement (a) is correct: UNSC is one of the six principal organs of the United 

Nations. According to Chapter VII of the UN Charter, UNSC has the significant responsibility 

of maintaining international peace and security, and for that purpose, it can pass binding 

resolutions. Option (b) is correct: UNSC has five permanent members and ten non-permanent 

members. Non-permanent members are elected on a regional basis to serve for a two-year term. 

Option (c) is correct: Recently India has won the unanimous support of all countries in the 55-

member Asia-Pacific Group at the United Nations in support of its bid for a non-permanent 

seat at the UN Security Council (UNSC) for a two-year term in 2021-22. India has already held 

a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for seven terms. Option (d) is incorrect: As per Article 27 

of the UN Charter, decisions of the Security Council on procedural matters shall be made by 

an affirmative vote of nine members. Decisions of the Security Council on all other matters 

shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members including the concurring votes of the 

permanent members. Thus, there is no veto on procedural matters. 

Hence, the answer option is (d). 
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98.Consider the following statements about the removal of Judges of the High Courts: 

(1) A High Court Judge can be removed by the process of impeachment only. 

(2) The procedure for removal of a Judge of the High Courts and that of the Supreme Court is 

different in respect of procedure followed in the Parliament. 

(3) The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates the procedure relating to the removal of a Judge 

of a High Court. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only  

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Statement (1) is not correct: Only the President is impeached under the 

Constitution. The Judges of the Supreme Court and the High Courts are removed by order of 

the President passed after an address by each House of Parliament supported by a majority of 

the total membership of that House and by a majority of not less than two- thirds of the 

members of that House present and voting has been presented to the President in the same 

session for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity. Statement (2) is 

not correct: Article 217 states that a Judge of the High Court may be removed from his office 

by the President in the manner provided in clause (4) of Article 124 for the removal of a Judge 

of the Supreme Court. Thus, there is no difference in the procedure followed. Statement (3) is 

correct: The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates the procedure relating to the removal of a 

Judge of the Supreme Court and the High Courts. Till date, no judge has been removed.  

Hence, the correct option is (d). 

99.The Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) exercises jurisdiction over all service 

matters concerning with which of the following? 

(1) A member of any All-India Services 

(2) A person appointed to any civil service of the Union or any civil post under the Union. 
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(3) A civilian appointed to any defense services or post connected with defense. 

(4) An employee of any corporation or society, owned or controlled by the Government of 

India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: The Central Administrative Tribunal has jurisdiction over all service matters 

concerning- (i) a member of any All-India Service; or (ii) a person appointed to any civil service 

of the Union or any civil post under the Union; or (iii) a civilian appointed to any defense 

services or a post connected with defense, and pertaining to the service of such member, person 

or civilian, in connection with the affairs of the Union or of any State or of any local or other 

authority within the territory of India or under the control of the Government of India or of any 

corporation [or society] owned or controlled by the Government. 

Hence, the correct option is (d). 

100. Consider the following statements about the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory 

Council 

(1) It is a non-statutory, permanent and independent body. 

(2) The prime aim is to analyse all the critical issues, economic or otherwise, referred to it by 

the Prime Minister and advising him thereon. 

(3) The Prime Minister is the Chairman of Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 



 

217 | P a g e  
 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement (1) is correct: The Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council is a non-

constitutional and non-statutory, non-permanent and independent body. Statement (2) is 

correct: The prime and sole aim of the PMEAC is to analyse all critical issues, economic or 

otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and advising him thereon. It advises the Prime 

Minister on economic issues like inflation, microfinance, export-import changes, GDP changes 

and industrial output. It submits periodic reports to PM related to macroeconomic 

developments and issues which will have implications of the economic policy. Statement (3) 

is incorrect: Prime Minister is not the Chairman of PM-EAC. At present Dr. Bibek Debroy is 

the Chairman of PM-EAC. 

Hence, the answer option is (c). 
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MAINS MOCK TEST 

 

Q1a. ‘Plato is philosophy. Philosophy is Plato’ (Emerson) Comment. 

A.  

• Plato has been regarded as the founder of philosophical idealism by virtue of his attempts to 

conceptualise the disorders and crisis of the actual world and he presented a vision of desirable 

political and social order. Thus, Plato has been credited with laying the foundations of the 

philosophical perspectives and issues on which the Western political tradition rests. His 

contribution to Western political thought is without any parallel as he is credited with giving 

Western philosophy a basis, a vision and a direction. 

• Plato is known as the father of political philosophy. He rightly deserves the title because he 

has established that philosophy is superior to physics as the study of ideas is superior to that of 

matter since world of matter changes and world of ideas is permanent. In addition, he believed 

that philosophy has a solution for the problems of politics. 

• The major theme of Plato’s political thought, especially of the ‘Republic’, is that philosophy 

alone offers true power and knowledge. Based on it, he gave the concept of a ‘Philosopher 

King’, which means that one, who is guided by reason & knowledge alone is fit to rule. This 

conception is a part of Plato’s attempt to portray a perfect model of ideal state. 

• Therefore, Plato’s political philosophy, which emerges from his writings, has its special 

importance in the history of Western political thought. In this context Whitehead has 

acknowledged that the ‘entire Western political philosophy, is nothing but the footnote of Plato 

and Aristotle’. Considering Plato’s contribution towards the discipline of politics, Emerson 

goes to the extent of declaring that ‘Plato is philosophy and philosophy is Plato’. 

• Plato’s place in the history of western philosophy can be understood from the statement of 

Karl Popper who is considered to be the greatest critique of Plato. Popper acknowledged that 

Plato’s legacy spreads with age and it is really difficult to find a subsequent political 

philosopher who might not have Plato’s imprint, either explicitly/implicitly. In this context, he 

argued that ‘one can either be Platonic or anti-Platonic, but one can never be non-Platonic’. 

Q1b. Write short notes on negative and positive liberty. 

A.  
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• ‘Liberty is a concomitant value of liberalism and has been a concept of central importance in 

the political theory. As a concept, it has been viewed variously by thinkers in various stages of 

the history of political thought.  

• However, despite being a debated concept, it carried three main connotations- 

(i) The notion of ‘choice’,  

(ii) the ‘absence of constraints’ to make and exercise such a choice, and  

(iii) the ‘existence of conditions’ that enable one to actuate the choice made. 

• The concept of ‘liberty’ was classified in 1969 as ‘negative’ and ‘positive’ liberty by Isaiah 

Berlin in his celebrated work ‘Two Concepts of Liberty’.  

Negative Liberty 

• According to Berlin, negative liberty of individual consists in not being prevented from 

attaining his goal by other human beings or institutions. It indicates the injustices that 

prohibited acts that restrict freedom. Berlin, however, makes if clear that in capacity to attain 

a goal is not un freedom and states that ‘only restrictions imposed by others affect one’s 

freedom’. 

• Therefore, for Berlin, negative liberty as freedom is the opportunity to act not action itself. It 

focuses only on availability rather than exercise of opportunity. For example, it makes no 

distinction b/w liberty to pursue on occupation of one’s choice at liberty to starve. 

Positive Liberty 

• The positive sense of the concept of ‘liberty’, according to Berlin, derives from the wish of 

the individual to be his own master. Therefore, it not only refers to ‘non-interference’ or the 

‘absence of constraints’, but also the freedom to “do”. Therefore, unlike negative liberty, it is 

called to be the ‘exercise concept of freedom’ as it involves exercising & availing the 

opportunity. 

• Rousseau is a votary of positive liberty as he states that true liberty is in obedience to moral 

law and also refers to as the function of the will of the enlightened people. 

• From neo-Marxist perspective, Herbert Marcuse also favours a positive conception of liberty, 

stating that the working class is incapable of seeing its true end and needs to be directed towards 

liberation by the revolutionary elite. 



 

220 | P a g e  
 

Q1c. ‘Political theory is neither reductionist, behavioral science, nor opinionated 

ideology. It is a critical study of principles of right order in human social existence’ 

(Germino). Critically examine. 

A. 

• Political theory implies an intellectual effort to attain a systematic knowledge about the ends 

and means of political action. It is a set of specified concepts that focus to describe explain and 

predict political processes, events and institutions. 

• The uniqueness, that distinguishes political theory from other disciplines lies in the fact that 

it doesn’t find itself confined within a defined framework and has been inter-disciplinary in 

nature and scope. In this context, Andrew Hacker, in his work ‘Political Theory: Philosophy, 

Ideology and Science (1961), points to the dual nature of political theory. According to him, 

every political theorist has a dual role of a scientist as well as of a philosopher. 

• According to Germino, political theory is a critical examination of the principles of desired 

order of human social existence. He held that it is neither a science, where everything is simply 

reduced to sense-experience, nor an ideology, which accepts some principles to be true without 

required inquiry into their validity. According to Germino, political theory deals with the 

perennial problems confronting man in his social existence and any theory separated from these 

perennial problems. Will prove to be irrelevant. It is in this context that Germino distinguishes 

b/w political theorist and a publicist. According to him, while the former has profound 

understanding of issues, the latter is concerned with the immediate concerns. Such a conception 

leads to the inference that as a discipline political theory seeks to describe, explain, predict or 

criticize the existing social arrangements. In the same line, Berlin accepted the importance of 

the ‘critical perspective’ of political theory when he declared that political theory couldn’t 

survive without its critical dimension. However, Berlin argues that such a critical analysis by 

employing theories is possible only in plural societies. 

Q1d. Write a short note on ‘original position’ found in the Rawls’ theory of justice. 

A.  

• Justice is one of the most important concerns of the field of political philosophy since the 

time Plato. According to Jan Campbell, justice is the central concept of current mainstream 

normative political philosophy. 
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• Rawls’ book, ‘A Theory of Justice’, present a very strong defense of the idea of justice. His 

work is associated with the revival of normative political philosophy and has been considered 

as marking the end of death & decline of political philosophy. This is so because his book has 

started what has been called as the ‘golden age in theorising about justice’. 

• In an attempt to arrive at a ‘ground theory’ of justice, Rawls challenged the conventional 

notions about justice. He was critical of utilitarian philosophy which justify ‘greatest happiness 

of the greatest number’.  

• Describing justice as the ‘first virtue of social institution; Rawls equated justice with 

‘fairness’. Rawls presents a very strong defense of the idea of justice based on the basic tenets 

of ‘procedural justice’. Following the tradition of ‘social contract’, Rawls has envisaged a 

hypothetic situation of ‘original position’ by abstracting individuals from their particular social 

context. These individuals are symbolically placed behind a ‘veil of ignorance’, where they’re 

supposed to be deliberating as rational agents. According to Rawls, in such a state of 

uncertainty, rational individuals, being endowed with a ‘sense of justice’, would choose those 

principles which would maximize the position of worst-off and, thus, would be fair to all. It 

means that since people do not know that qualities are going to be advantages and which are 

going to be disadvantageous, they would consensually device such functional principles that 

would be fair to all. 

• The main focus of the communitarian critique of Rawls is based on the idea that people in the 

‘original position’ choose a set of principles of justice. 

• Michael Sandel in his book ‘Liberalism and limits of justice’ argues that Rawls theory rests 

on a flawed understanding of self or individual. According to him, a ‘stripped-down’ 

individual, abstracted from his social economic and cultural contexts, will be unable to make 

choices, as proposed by Rawls. Sandel argues that this wrong conception alters his 

understanding b/w individual and community by giving more importance to individual. 

• Since Rawlsian ‘Veil of ignorance’ keeps individuals out of their real social context, 

communitarians doubt the relevance of their choices in an actual social context. ACCORDING 

to Sandel, Rawls is only concerned with rights and freedom of choice provided to an individual, 

overlooking its impact on society as a whole. 

• Feminist scholars such as Carole Pateman questioned Rawls whether women are active 

decision makers in original position. 
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Q1e: ‘The basic principle on which the practice of non-violence rests is that what holds 

good in respect of one self equally appeals to the whole universe’ (Gandhi). Explain. 

A. 

• The concept of ‘non-violence’ is the central threat running throughout the philosophical 

system of Gandhi. The entire gamut of strategies & ideals, employed by Gandhi during Indian 

freedom struggle such as satyagraha, trusteeship etc., are based on this foundation. Gandhian 

conception of non-violence is based on his commitment to religion and ethics, even in the 

political context. While propagating the sanctity of means of non-violence, he declared it to be 

the ‘weapon of strong, not weak’.  

• Gandhi presented the concept of ‘non-violence’ as a multi-dimensional concept as follows:-  

Non-violence is both positive as well as negative. The negative sense, it means refraining from 

inflicting injury and harm to others, either through action or thought. Since God resides in soul, 

inflicting injury to others means violence against God. In the positive sense, non-violence is 

based on the spirit of love, brotherhood, charity and compassion. According to Gandhi, non-

violence, in its positive connotation, is based on highest moral values of ‘unselfish self’. 

• According to Bhikhu Parekh, Gandhi’s conception of non-violence as active love and 

compassion leading to dedicated service represented a radical departure from Indian traditions. 

Gandhian conception of non-violence is compatible with the Gandhian philosophy, which is 

three dimensional in the sense that it integrates individual, societal and ecological dimensions. 

Thus, Gandhi advocates non-violence not only towards human beings, but also towards animals 

and environment. 

Q2. Highlight the importance of iron and steel industry as the basic building block of the 

economy. In this context, discuss the key features of the National Steel Policy, 2017. 

Approach: 

  Discuss the importance of the iron and steel industry for the economy. 

  Mention the key features of National Steel Policy 2017. 

A. 

Iron and steel industry is the bedrock of infrastructure and manufacturing sectors and is 

strategically important. Owing to its multiple forward and backward linkages, it is a booster 
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for economic growth. Further, projects like Make in India and Smart City mission have led to 

a dramatic growth in the domestic consumption of steel. More than 50% production of steel is 

done by small producers thereby giving employment to a large number of people. Thus, 

demand and supply side developments unfolding in India and worldwide require enhanced 

policy measures. 

Key Features of National Steel Policy 2017 

 Create self-sufficiency in steel production by providing policy support & guidance to 

private manufacturers, MSME steel producers, CPSEs. 

 Acquire a global competitive edge by focusing on quality of production. 

 Focus on input supply chain by targeting domestic availability of natural gas, iron ore 

and coal without compromising on cost efficiency. 

 Acquire overseas resources keeping in mind the limited domestic raw material. 

 Enhance the domestic steel demand. 

 Facilitate foreign investment. 

It sets ambitious targets of building 30 MT capacity of crude steel by 2031, to reduce import 

dependence on coking coal to 50% by 2030-31 and becoming net exporter of steel by 2025-26. 

To achieve this target, India must promote steel intensive policies like housing for all, roads 

and railway infrastructure, shipbuilding and automobiles. Also, the auction of mines, 

washeries, and palletisation plants should be made transparent to ensure the supply of raw 

material. 

Q3. Explain the concept of Diastrophism and elaborate on the processes that form part 

of it. 

Approach: 

 Briefly explain the concept of diastrophism including source of energy for this process. 

  Elaborate various processes that form part of it. 

Answer: 

Diastrophism is an endogenic process and consists of all processes that move, elevate or build 

up portions of the earth’s crust. It is the process that brings about changes in the configuration 

of the surface of the earth. They move, elevate or build up portions of the earth’s crust owing 

to the energy emanating from within the earth. This energy is mostly generated by radioactivity, 
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rotational and tidal friction and primordial heat from the origin of the earth. Diastrophic 

movements are categorized into two types: 

 Epeirogenetic 

 Orogenetic 

Epeirogenetic movement is the vertical movement of earth’s crust, whereas orogenetic is the 

horizontal movement. Epeiro means land, and so these movements are responsible for 

continent formation.  

Orogenetic movements are responsible for mountain formation. When magma rises to the 

surface (by vertical movement) and spreads, continents are formed. Similarly, when a large 

portion of crust is pushed from below, plateaus are formed. This is known as upwarping. 

Similarly, on down warping, basins are formed. In the same manner, block mountains are also 

formed. On the other hand, during horizontal movement, two plates collide, it leads to 

formation of fold mountains. 

In particular, processes that form part of diastrophism are: 

 Plate Tectonics: The outer shell of the earth, that is, the lithosphere is broken up into 

tectonic plates, classified as major, minor and micro. Plate tectonic is simply the process 

of horizontal movement of these plates. The current physical map of the world with 

distribution of continents and oceans are result of plate tectonic process. 

 Orogenic process: This process takes place when tectonic plates collide, separate or 

slide along one another. This causes mountain building through severe folding and 

affects long and narrow belts of the Earth’s crust. Some examples of ongoing orogenies 

are the Mediterranean ridge, Andean orogeny, the Himalayan Orogeny etc. 

 Epeirogenic process- It is strict vertical movement of a continent rather than horizontal 

movement. It involves the uplifting or warping of large parts of the earth’s crust. It lifts 

the whole region evenly and results in the formation of gentle arches and structural 

basins. 

 Earthquake: This process is also a result of tectonic plate movement. This process 

generates seismic waves which are localized and bring relatively minor movements in 

Earth’s crust. 

Q4. Explain the difference between political thought, political theory and political 

philosophy. Elucidate the nature and genesis of political thought. 
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● Political theory implies intellectual effort to attend a systematic knowledge about the ends 

and means of political action. It is a set of specified concepts that focus to describe, explain, 

and predict political processes, events and institutions. According to Germino, political theory 

is that intellectual tradition which offers the possibility of transcending the sphere of immediate 

practical concern and viewing man’s social existence from a critical perspective. 

● The uniqueness, that distinguish political theory from other disciplines, lies in the fact that it 

does not confine itself within a defined framework and has been interdisciplinary in nature and 

scope. In this context, Whacker in his work ‘Political Theory, Philosophy, Ideology and 

Science (1961), points to the dual nature of Political theory. According to him every political 

theorist has a dual role of a scientist and philosopher. 

4: -Explain the difference between political thought, Political Theory and political 

Answer: philosophy. Elucidate the nature and genesis of political thought.  Political Theory 

implies intellectual effort to attend a systematic knowledge about the ends and means of 

political action. It is a set of specified concepts that focus to Describe explain and predict 

political processes, events and institutions. According to Dante Germino, Political theory is 

that intellectual tradition which performs the Possibility of transcending the sphere of 

immediate practical concern and viewing men’s social existence from a critical perspective. 

The uniqueness, that distinguish Political Theory from other disciplines, lies in the fact that it 

does not confine itself within a defined framework and has been interdisciplinary in nature and 

scope. In this context, and rewhackeri n his work ‘Political Theory’ philosophy ideology and 

Science (1961), points to the dual nature Of Political theory. According to him every political 

theorist has a Dual role of a scientist and philosopher. 

 Political Theory and Political Philosophy 

The relationship between Political Theory and Political Philosophy has been well enunciated 

by Scholars of normative theories such as Leo Strauss. According to Leo Strauss, Political 

Theory and political philosophy are complementary to each other and both are parts of political 

thought. According to Sabine, philosophy has provided the political theory with its normative 

& evaluative factor. 

Thus, the complementary relationship between Political Theory and political philosophy is 

based on the following ground- 
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1. Without philosophy, Political Theory becomes meaningless because only through 

normative values, Political Theory can analyse the present and future both. 

2. Political Theory is a philosophy because it not only seeks to know the nature of things but 

also attempts as do why thing really exist. According to Leo Strauss, evaluation aspect of 

a political activity can only be achieved through interlinking Political Theory and 

philosophy. 

3. According to Leo Strauss, Political Theory is philosophy in the sense that it Attempts to 

know the nature of political things along with the knowledge of Ideal political order. He 

urges that a Political Theory should possess more than an opinion, which can be achieved 

only through knowledge of values such as equality justice, Liberty etc., which are an 

indispensable part of political philosophy. 

4. Political philosophy is a part of normative politics theory. Thus, it is accurate to say that 

every political philosopher is a theorist but every political theorist is not a political 

philosopher because the scope of Political Theory is wider. 

According to Crick, Political Theory attempt to explain the attitudes and actions arising from 

ordinary political life and to generalize about them in a particular Context. Thuswhile Political 

Theory is concerned with the relationship between the concept and circumstances, political 

philosophy on the other hand attempt to resolve or to understand conflicts between Political 

theories which might appear equally acceptable in given circumstances. Political Theory and 

Political Thought 

Political Theory is sometimes synonymously regarded with political thought and political 

philosophy is used interchangeably. However, some commentator stands to distinguish 

between these terms. 

Political thought is considered to be a generalized term which comprises all thoughts, theory 

and values of a person or a group of persons or a community as a whole. One important aspect 

of political thought is that it is understood with reference to be time and space. 

It is in this context; Barker had commented that while political thought is the immortal 

philosophy of whole age, Political Theory on the other hand, is the Speculation of a particular 

thinker. 

Ques 5: - ‘The bonds of words are too weak to bridle Men’s ambition, 

avarice, anger and 



 

227 | P a g e  
 

ANSWER: Other passions without the fear of some coercive power.’(Hobbes). Elucidate. 

 Hobbes, one of greatest political philosopher belongs to the social contract tradition, 

which proposes contractual origin of state. In ‘Leviathan’, Hobbes produced a specific 

way of interpretation of ‘state of nature in order to provide a Substantial justification 

for the emergence of the state. 

 According to Hobbes, as the man is individualist by nature, self-centered by desire and 

power seeker by activity, the ‘state of nature ’is characterized by ‘war of all against all'. 

In the absence of a common authority to restrain and check human egoistic impulses, 

the condition of life would be nasty, poor, brutish and short, therefore, everyone would 

live in the condition of perpetual and aggressive fear and anarchy in the absence of 

state. 

 Therefore, according to Hobbes, driven by the desire of self-preservation, man uses his 

reason to enter into a contract that will offer them security of life to escape from the 

state of nature, men agree to surrender all their powers through a contract to a third 

party, who was not a party to the contract but received all the Powers of the individuals. 

According to Hobbes’s, contrary to the natural law, that prevailed in the state of nature 

which lack any enforcement mechanism, the Contract leads to the creation of an 

‘enforcement mechanism’ in the form of a state. According to Hobbes the command of 

sovereign and covenants (or contracts) without any enforcement mechanism is nothing 

but mere words. 

 Therefore, according to Hobbes, only law made by state is to be treated as law as it is 

definite and comes with the power of enforcement. This idea of Hobbes suits perfectly 

to the international laws, where the absence of a common authority to Enforce makes 

the International all a weak and fragile. 

6: ‘What has been passed as a Fascist philosophy is neither original nor creative, 

Answer: Set of ideas put together to meet the exigencies. (Sabine). Critically evaluate. 

 Fascism, a/q to Payne, is the vaguest of contemporary political terms as the word itself 

has no implicit political references. It is not regarded as an ideology, rather propaganda 

or a movement. 

 Fascism is considered to be an ‘ill-assorted Hodge-podge of ideas’ because there is no 

single unifying idea that guided the fascist movement. It lacks a rational and coherent 

core idea to be described or categorized as an ideology. Hitler preferred to describe his 
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ideas as ‘weltanschauung’ (world view) rather than a systematic ideology. Fascists were 

drawn less to ideas & theories because they had the capacity to stimulate political 

activism. Thus, fascism is a complex incoherent doctrine or a political movement that 

emerged from heterogeneous sources and socio-political traditions, only to evolve an 

instrument of mass appeal & mass mobilization for the attainment of specific political 

goals. It is in this context, Sabine referred to fascism as neither original nor creative set 

ideas put together to meet the exigencies. 

However, despite being an incoherent philosophy or a resolutely shapeless doctrine, it is 

possible to identify a collection of themes that, when taken together, constitute fascism’s 

structural core— 

i. ANTI-RATIONALISM  

It constitutes the fundamental idea of the fascist world view Fascism suggests to abandon 

reason and rational thinking by proclaiming that human beings are motivated by them powerful 

emotions & will rather than the rational mind. It facilitated the indiscriminate use of myths as 

mass propaganda by the proponents of fascism. 

ii. TOTALITARIANISM 

Fascism is characterized by a totalitarian organization of government and society by a single 

party dictatorship. A fascist state seeks ‘total power through politicization of every aspect of 

social and personal existence. The totalitarian element of fascist state is based on the belief that 

human existence is only meaningful if determined by community and thus, state is recognized 

as ‘universal ethical will’. In this context, Mussolini proclaimed ‘everything for the state, 

nothing against or outside the state. Thus, fascist state can make any demand, give any outer 

and require absolute and all- encompassing individuals’ obligation without any opposition. 

iii. ELITISM 

Fascism, unlike conventional political philosophy, radically rejects ‘equality’ and is deeply 

elitist and patriarchal. It is based on the idea that people are essentially different in their mental 

make-up, physical strength & spiritual or natural endowments. Fascist notion of elitist is based 

on Nietzsche's idea of ‘over-man’ or ‘super man’ which refers to a supremely gifted individual. 

iv. MILITARISM 



 

229 | P a g e  
 

The mass mobilization of fascism is based on the pattern of militarization of politics. As 

military-organizations are based on unity of command, order and perfect subordination of rank 

to higher command, a party militia in fascism is used to reinforce the sense of nationalism & 

wipe out opposition. The extreme stress on male-dominance & exaltation of youth in a fascist 

state is also related to its military component. 

 

v. ULTRA NATIONALISM & IMPERIALISM 

Fascism embraces an extreme version of a tradition of chauvinistic and expansionist 

nationalism. This tradition regarded nations not as equal & interdependent entities, but as 

natural rivals in struggle for dominance Fascist nationalism didn’t preach respect for distinctive 

culture or national traditions, but asserted the superiority of one nation over all others. 

Influenced by social Darwinism (survival of the fittest) and national superiority, fascist 

nationalism became inextricably linked to imperialism & militarism, because fascism asserted 

that national superiority over other can be established only through expansionism, war & 

conquest. 

7: ‘Economic base determines the operation of an ideological & cultural 

superstructure is too simplistic understanding of a relationship which is 

reflexive & dynamic’. (Gramsci) Elaborate. 

ANSWER: Classical Marxist theory, propounded by Karl Marx, has been created around the 

relationship b/w two parts of human society i.e., base & superstructure.  

 For Marx, the economic order of society (forces of production) constituted the base and 

socio-political institutions such as family, church etc., constituted the superstructure. 

Marx held that it is the forces of production which is the sole relevant component of 

human society and the superstructure has no autonomous existence/role. It is in this 

context, orthodox Marxism has been criticized of ‘economic determinism’, which 

emphasizes only on the economic structure as having sole relevance. 

 Thus, a/q to critics, Marxism is prone to commit the dual mistakes of explaining all 

historical movement exclusively in economic terms and over-rating the importance of 

economic conditions at the same time. 
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 However, Gramsci, with Zeal to discover the missing link b/w Marxist theory and the 

reality of continued exploitation of working class, observed that principle of the causal 

primacy of the economic factors was a misconception of Marxism. He held that Marx 

has put over-emphasis on economic factors (base) and neglected the importance of 

culture & values (part of superstructure) in determining the highly complex social 

phenomena. 

 Influenced by Benedetto Croce, Gramsci emphasized on the role of cultural factors in 

shaping history. 

 A/Q to Gramsci, the institutions of civil society such as family, church, school etc. 

exerts power through social norms and culture and restricts the possibilities of actions 

against domination. Gramsci called this the function of hegemony which the dominant 

class exercises through the society. On the other hand, the political society (state) 

represented the coercive power which becomes operative only when ideological 

domination (hegemony) fails to maintain the stability of capitalist order. 

 In this way, by validating the importance of state, culture and values prevailing in the 

super structure, Gramsci rescued Marxism from being crude economic reductionism. It 

is in this context of attempt made by Gramsci, N.Bobbio called him as the ‘theoretician 

of the superstructure’. 

8: Evaluate Amartya Sen’s contribution to the contemporary theory of 

justice. 

ANSWER:  Justice being the central normative concept of political science was a primary 

concern of thinkers from Plato to Sen. 

 Sen envisages his idea of justice as a critique of Rawls. Rawls, in his book ‘Theory of 

justice’ which is credited with starting the golden age in theorizing about justice’, has 

propounded the liberal-egalitarian theory of social justice. A/Q to Rawls, the purpose 

of social justice is to ensure that the distribution of benefits & burdens of society is 

just/fair to all. 

 Amartya Sen appreciates Rawls for giving the criticism of utilitarianism and using 

‘fairness’ as the basis of justice. However, he disagrees with Rawls on the following- 

i. He doesn’t support the necessity of any universal idea of justice as it is not 

possible to arrive at an idea of justice satisfactory to all. 
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ii. He also doesn’t believe that justice is a product of procedure. A/Q to 

Amartya Sen, ‘Nyaya’ is superior to ‘Niti’. 

iii. He calls his methodology as social choice, which is superior to rational 

choice. 

iv. Amartya Sen calls his theory of justice as comparative theory, which doesn’t 

aim at achieving perfectly just society but making society as just as possible. 

 Amartya Sen, in his book ‘Equality of what’, has given his theory of equality which is 

closely linked to his conception of justice. He has given ‘capability Approach’, based 

upon analytical distinction b/w means and end, which evaluates policies according to 

its impact on people’s capabilities as well as their functioning’s A/q to Sen, capability 

is the ability to achieve a certain set of function. For eg- literacy is a capability while 

reading is a function. 

 The capability approach stresses that the distributional equality should concern itself 

with equalizing people’s capabilities, instead of emphasizing on resources. This 

distinguishes it from the equality of resources approach, which focuses exclusively on 

means (i.e., resources) of wellbeing and excludes the ultimate end (functioning’s) in 

contrast to the resource approach, Sen proposes the notion of well-being in terms of 

function. 

 The theoretical basis on which the capability approach is preferred over equality of 

resources is the idea that a proper analysis of inequality needs to go hand-in-hand with 

human diversity. A/Q to Amartya Sen, people are deeply diverse in the internal 

characteristics (such as age, gender, particular talents etc.) as well as external 

circumstances such as social background, ownership of assets etc. 

 Thus, Sen’s capability approach stresses that social policies must be tuned with facts of 

human diversity to equalize people’s capabilities. 

 Whereas a resource egalitarian may insist that resources such as books & educational 

services may tackle illiteracy, the capability approach would stress on internal 

capability to read and write. It is in this context, capability approach to address the 

problem of inequality is a preferred approach. 
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TIPS &TRICKS TO CRACK UPSC IN 1ST ATTEMPT 

 

UPSC is one of the hardest cutthroat tests in India. Consistently, lakhs of competitors compose 

the prelims, and only a couple hundred are named as government employees. In spite of the 

fact that there is no certain shot recipe to break the test, one can gain so much from following 

the impressions of IAS toppers. This article gives you 10 hints to clear the UPSC test from 

UPSC Toppers. 

 Difficult work and commitment  

Most importantly, recall that there is not a viable replacement for difficult work and 

dedication.  IAS clinchers around the nation have focused on the way that they made 

progress due to their tenacious difficult work and commitment alongside the assistance and 

backing from family, companions, and tutors who directed them.  

 Start early  

Give yourself no less than a year to plan for the test. Most clinchers start truly right on time 

as there is a ton of prospectus to be covered and it expects time to secure a complete 

comprehension of the themes in question.  

 Choosing discretionary subject  

UPSC Toppers propose that you must pick subjects that you are really inspired by. Prior to 

choosing your optionally, go through the schedules of those shortlisted subjects, and assess 

your own scholarly foundation and information levels.  

 Direction and backing  

UPSC arrangement expects wannabes to look for appropriate direction and backing to plan 

for their tests. Perhaps the most urgent parts of the test are the UPSC Personality test.  

 Planning  

The vast majority of the UPSC clinchers had the option to compose their examples of 

overcoming adversity with the assistance of specialists and guides for their meeting 

planning. Your tutors could be individuals who have finished the test already. They can 
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direct you on the most proficient method to get ready and which themes are significant for 

your planning.  

 Make notes  

Make your own notes instead of alluding to other investigation material. This makes 

memory much simpler as composing supports what you have contemplated.  

 Work on composition  

To compose great quality answers in the Mains test, you should do a lot of composing 

practice prior to showing up for the test. Thus, work on composing reliably since the 

beginning of your readiness, or all your insight and difficult work will go to no end.  

 NCERT books  

There are numerous wellsprings of UPSC study material however your essential perusing 

ought to in a perfect world beginning with NCERT course books. The ideas are clarified in 

straightforward language and the language is recognizable as you have been examining 

similar material from class VI to class XII for every one of the applicable subjects.  

 Papers  

All trying government workers are prescribed to keep awake to date on current 

undertakings. Papers are the most critical piece of your common administrations test 

planning. Clinchers suggest perusing The Hindu and The Indian Express to be joined into 

your day-by-day schedule.  

 Mock tests 

Mock tests are viewed as training tests before you show up for the last one. Endeavoring 

mock trial of the prelims and mains will assist with boosting your certainty and conquer 

botches. Here you are made mindful of the test design as well as made to encounter the 

procedures for handling the real test. These tests likewise help you time your composition.  

 Counterfeit Meetings  

"The counterfeit meetings assisted with acquiring numerous new viewpoints. This assisted 

with chipping away at the spaces of shortcomings across numerous elements of the 

character test.  
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 Legitimate amendment  

Ultimately, modification is vital for UPSC test planning. Practically all IAS clinchers 

encourage individual hopefuls to update the course material basically threefold prior to 

showing up for the test. 

 Keep Yourself Updated with Current Affairs:  

Civil administrations tests are there to test a competitor's top to bottom information about 

the general public he/she is lives in. It is a typical legend among the competitors that they 

ought to be very much aware of what's going on at the worldwide level. Information about 

global occasions is additionally required, however knowing one's own town, region, state 

and nation ought to be considered as the establishment for one's arrangement. This aide in 

serving one's nation quite well.  

 Set up A Suitable Timetable:  

Analyze your status well before the assessment and plan your timetable likewise. With 

regards to common administrations tests, last moment arrangements won't ever work. Since 

the common administration’s tests occur each year, there is consistently a lot of time to 

arrange for how long you would need to designate for specific subjects. Keep in mind, 

without rushing consistently dominates the race. So early arrangements consistently help 

than robbing up when the tests are only a month away. 

 Zero in On Your Personality and Communication Skills:  

Interview is quite possibly the main pieces of the assessment. You should pass on your 

musings plainly to the questioners. Subsequently, focus on cleaning your relational abilities 

and non-verbal communication. A few competitors are honored with such abilities. What's 

more, some need to practice to become fantastic communicators of their thoughts. 

Applicants with no relational abilities can move toward those, who have effectively showed 

up for the common administration’s tests, to take helpful hints from them. Be Honest to 

Yourself: The meeting part of the common administration’s tests isn't intended to pass 

judgment on one's skill regarding a matter. Be that as it may, a competitor needs to talk 

from the heart or answer every one of the inquiries with trustworthiness. There is a typical 

misconception among the up-and-comers that on the off chance that they talk lies about 

their interests just to get past the meeting, it won't ever help them. The questioners are there 
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to pose inquiries as well as to assess an applicant's character and capacity to have an 

unmistakable agreement that a 'no' is a 'no' it can't be supplanted with a 'yes' and the other 

way around. So, you must act naturally, and should confront the test and meeting genuinely. 

 Understanding the common administrations test prospectus:  

Have an unmistakable comprehension of what precisely you need to learn. Peruse the 

schedule altogether and comprehend the points plainly.  

 Extensive investigation of the subjects:  

UPSC test is similar to a hindrance race. Shallow information will undoubtedly let you 

down on one of the numerous obstacles. In this way, to succeed, acquire inside and out 

information regarding the matters and subjects.  

 Get to know the UPSC test design:  

The UPSC or IAS test has three stages with various schedule and question designs. 

Appropriate information on the test design is advantageous while planning for it.  

 Gain experience with the inquiry example and stamping plan:  

There is an alternate inquiry design for every test and negative checking for wrong answers. 

The information on question paper and checking plan helps in packing more stamps.  

 Begin getting ready something like a year prior to showing up:  

IAS test has a gigantic prospectus with immense themes to cover. It is gainful to keep no 

less than one year close by for inside and out planning. Look at our Blog area to realize 

when to begin getting ready for the IAS test and that's just the beginning.  

 

 Weight on your General Knowledge: 

A decent handle of general information can be accomplished by perusing various books, 

diaries, articles and yearbooks.  

 Follow the current issues: 



 

236 | P a g e  
 

It is essential to be reliably mindful of the current issues. Perusing papers is the best method 

to do as such.  

 Propensity for composing:  

Acquiring a propensity for composing consistently can go with you far to an effective finish 

of your IAS venture. You can save some an ideal opportunity for composing your 

suppositions and musings on current issues and furthermore compose articles on significant 

occasions and happenings.  

 Study the suggested books: 

Study from NCERT books and the standard books for having a solid establishment and top 

to bottom information regarding each matter.  

 Have a subject system:  

It is useful to chalk out an arrangement for contemplating and adhere to this everyday 

practice. To accomplish this, one should have a reasonable report plan or technique.  

 Try not to cover new points not long before the UPSC test: 

Rather, amend and practice your frail regions to make them more grounded and solid 

regions to move them flawlessly. Covering new subjects not long before the test, when you 

scarcely have the opportunity to acquire top to bottom information or to rehearse, can cause 

retroactive restraint wherein new learning meddles with maintenance of recently achieved 

capability.  

 Continue changing, continue to rehearse: 

Revision and practice are the key viewpoints that assist with improving our memory and 

learning.  

 Appropriate investigation to keep away from reiteration of errors: 

Practice without examination like a vehicle without a guiding wheel. You may hit the gas 

pedal as hard as possible, change the gears however many occasions as you need, yet the 

course is absent. In this way, a nitty gritty examination of whatever you practice will guide 

you toward the correct way and lead you to the way to progress. The main result of 

'investigation' understands your mix-ups with the goal that you don't rehash them. You 
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may see that the clarification to this point is the greatest. All things considered, it is 

deliberate on the grounds that we accept that whenever you've assembled every one of the 

devices and assets, acquired the necessary abilities and information, this one mark of 

'rehearse and investigate' will have a significant effect. Most competitors buckle down, 

acquire every one of the necessary abilities and information yet miss out in the last race. 

That is on the grounds that they do not have the rudder, the course to put to utilize all they 

have achieved. Examination provides that guidance.  

 Take UPSC mock tests and settle earlier years' papers:  

These tests and papers help in getting familiar with the circumstance and organization of 

the UPSC test. On the off chance that you've taken enough of these, the genuine test feels 

like simply one more counterfeit test. These aides in keeping up with self-restraint and 

deliberately isolating the time during the primary tests.  

 Select the right discretionary paper:  

It is smarter to pick a subject you are OK with and inspired by as opposed to 

indiscriminately following others to settle on a decision.  

 Keep a sound way of life:  

The mind and body work inseparably. Great wellbeing empowers us to arrive at our 

individual possibilities. Have a solid eating routine, set aside out effort to practice and get 

appropriate rest.  

 Peruse the inquiry paper appropriately: 

Make this a propensity since neglecting to do as such can cause you to misconstrue 

questions and lose marks for senseless mix-ups regardless of whether you have the right 

information.  

 Be resolved and sure: 

Once you've ticked all checkboxes on the above list, you should simply be resolved and 

sure. Any individual who has at any point beaten or even cleared the IAS test is however 

human as you may be. On the off chance that they can, so can you.  

 Try not to abuse Internets rather Use more normal sense  
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Try not to peruse the web for long and one ought to understand that in the test all that they 

require to compose are good judgment-based responses for 200 words or less in a short 

time. Thus, it is smarter to bank upon your sound judgment than tangling your psyche with 

trivial data.  

 Stay away from broad exploration  

Peruse massive books like PIB, India Year Book (for Economy) and ARC for morals, 

however in truth, the unfathomability of prospectus and shortage of time won't permit you 

to do broad exploration, henceforth it is proposed to go through the outlines which would 

be all that anyone could need.  

 The other hazy situations  

The other ill-defined situations in the UPSC General Studies Syllabus are science and 

innovation and workmanship culture where an excessive amount of planning isn't required 

as one can't expect what sort of inquiries can be posed from these themes, henceforth have 

a look at the nuts and bolts and continue on or it will give you tough time in the event that 

you go inside and out.  

 Try not to Aim for High scores rather focus on Cut-off Marks  

It is constantly encouraged to focus on the UPSC remove stamps as opposed to suspecting 

to score high which are right or inconceivable and map out your examination plan 

remembering this and chances are there will score high. Focus on the remove score.  

 Pointless contemplations  

Stay away from superfluous contemplations like the number of equipped for the test, how 

you have arranged, the number of will clear the test, and the number of books are there on 

your table and so on as these won't make any difference in at any rate in your arrangement!  

 Consider Return on Investment  

Most wannabes either invest a lot of energy or stall out on General Studies Paper I in UPSC 

Civil Services Mains Exam readiness. It is incautious to contribute an excessive amount of 

time on subjects like workmanship and culture, world history and humanism as not more 

than 30 to 40 imprints question are asked there in the whole GS paper I. In this way, be 
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savvy and apply the profit from speculation strategy, i.e., contribute your time shrewdly to 

cover more valuable subjects.  

 Make rundown of individual models  

In morals paper, one can score more checks by referencing individual models like 

significant exercises, occasions, and snapshots of their life, consequently it is instructed to 

set up a rundown with respect to the equivalent record it and store it in your memory.  

 Make a propensity for understanding paper  

UPSC requests current undertakings information and the significant issues occurring in 

India and all throughout the planet in a competitor, consequently regardless of whether you 

don't prefer to peruse the paper it is prescribed to make a propensity for perusing a paper 

as it is the principal imperative of the UPSC Exam for the two prelims and mains.  

 Peruse the paper 

Peruse the paper each day not over an hour and make fresh notes from articles and see with 

your own eyes what ponders it will do in the test and to your scores. Mention notes of 

realities and observable fact and recall the inquiries from General Studies Paper II and 

Paper III are for the most part dependent on current issues so accentuation in like manner. 
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STRATEGIZE YOUR PREPARATION FOR UPSC EXAMINATION 

 

 When should we start?  

This depends essentially entirely on the candidate. An applicant can, as an 

average, begin preparing from one year before the exam. It is considered that 

1 year is the ideal time to prepare. 

 How much time should we give?  

Ideally, the majority of the candidates put their work to the test for 12 hours. 

But a day can do wonders even 8 hours of serious and dedicated preparation. 

Only the way you study depends on that. What you need to keep in mind is 

that regardless of the time you spend in your studies, you should be able to 

concentrate and grasp any inch of it. Then it's going to help even if you study 

during 8 hours.  

 Where should we start from?  

Many aspirants can be confused about how the initial preparation should 

begin. "This strategy could therefore be helpful, concentrate on the bigger 

picture" yes. First, the candidate should begin preparing for MAINS, so that 

you can cover all subjects in a wider way and help you also prepare for your 

PRELIMS. 

Since the UPSC curriculum is very extensive, the curriculum divides into 

several subjects. It makes covering the entire curriculum much easier. 

Divide your work into small goals so that you can increase your morality to 

achieve those goals. 

 Follow, “learn, revise and repeat”. Sometimes the vastness of the programme 

can lead us to forget the things we have already experienced. A proper 
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overhaul of all is therefore extremely important. If you follow the revision 

properly, you will be able to maintain a close grip on the issue. 

For each topic you must study, sort the material. Knowing the books and the 

material you must study will not help collecting a lot of material, as it is a 

complete waste of time. So try and collect a perfect source or material for your 

subjects so you don't waste your time. 

Focusing on current affairs. Current affairs play a vital role in the examination. 

Make a habit of making a daily note of them and then take current affair 

quizzes.  

Build a reading habit. This will help you increase your readability, read 

newspapers on a daily basis. 

 Solve mock test series on regular basis: 

It improves your abilities and you will become accustomed to the test pattern 

and also find many questions and master the time limit for the paper.  

 

 Take proper rest and don’t cut down on your sleep: 

Take intervals regularly during study. This helps you reduce your fatigue and 

helps you focus on your studies. 

 

 Stay hydrated, and take care of yourself: 

Taking proper care of yourself would help you throughout the examination 

process.  

One thing, which can be the decisive factor and that, is your discipline, 

practice and patience. Be patient and keep practicing with sincerity and 

discipline. Initially, the results may not look favorable but your continuous 

perseverance would things fall into the right places. And everything would 

seem to be together. 
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UPSC ASPIRANTS AND TOP-CLASS PASSERS 

 

1. SRUSHTI DESHMUKH 

 

 

Srushti Jayant Deshmukh is the top women in the 2018 UPSC Exam with a fifth overall 

position. She cleared the UPSC examination in her first attempt. 

She said she kept away from social media in an interview. Only for studies, she used the 

internet. She was not coaching and prepared for online test series examinations and study 

material. She wanted to be an administrative officer right from childhood. With the help of 

journals and magazines, she kept up to date. “When you categorise your mistakes you will be 

able to prepare much better,” she said. “Everything that an aspirant has spent close to one-

year studying will be tested in the two hours that one spends attempting the prelims. Managing 

those two hours and being able to recollect everything that you have studied is the key. This 

can only happen with practice. Therefore every week, aspirants must solve at least one mock 

paper, which consists of 100 questions”. 

“ENJOY THE PROCESS, BECAUSE WHEN WE LOOK BACK WE REALISE THAT THE 

JOURNEY WAS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE DESTINATION!”     – Srushti 

2. TINA DABI 

Tina Dabi is an idol for many UPSC aspirants. In 2015, she cracked the UPSC exam in 

the age of 22 years and also achieved the first rank. The most surprising thing was that 
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it was her first attempt. “The broad canvas that being a part of the civil services offers 

one is what pulled me towards appearing for the examination,” says Tina. 

 

 

“The road to achieving success in this examination is long and hard and the only way to come 

out successful is to remain consistent. The key is to stay motivated and focused on the goal,” 

she concludes. When she talked about the prep strategy, she said that it is obligatory for each 

topic to be reviewed at least three times prior to UPSC prelims. The applicants should allocate 

the slots for 3 hours and 2 hours, as per the time requirement for the subjects. She stressed a 

point to show that it is important to revisit this topic next week in the 3 hour revision slot he/she 

is studying this week.  

“BE CONFIDENT. I KNOW IT’S SCARY BUT YOU CAN DO IT!” – Tina Dabi 
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3. ATHAR AAMIR UL SHAFI KHAN 

 

 

 

Athar Aamir ul Shafi Khan has twice cracked the UPSC Civil Services Examination, originally 

from a small locality in South Kashmir. He took All India Rank 2 in the second attempt - Civil 

Services 2015. "I was looking to be a growth catalyst. Although every other occupation 

contributes to the society, the reach of a public servant is more important," Khan says. 

According to him, it is not difficult to clear public services. All you need is commitment. 

Athar recommends that CSE candidates do not break too much. "I always gave six hours a day 

and it was extended for 10 hours during my exam, but I also made sure of listening to music 

and interacting with friends and family," he told me.  “IT IS NOT A DIFFICULT EXAM BUT 

IT DEFINITELY TESTS YOUR PATIENCE AND REQUIRES HARD WORK AND A 

POSITIVE ATTITUDE. The paper is lengthy and the syllabus is vast but all you need is 

commitment and focus. You have to fill the gaps and analyse where you went wrong. This will 

help you to be more focused in your preparation. So I revised the chapters in-depth, did more 

mock tests and concentrated on current affairs,” he said. 
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4. KANISHK KATARIA 

 

 

 

KanishkKataria got Rank 1 in the UPSC IAS exam 2018. He says that it is a lengthy process 

of over one year and therefore, it requires a sustained motivation to prepare consistently for the 

IAS exam. TO SUSTAIN THE MOTIVATION, ONE SHOULD ASK HIMSELF OR 

HERSELF, “WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE AN IAS OFFICER?” The motivation should be 

internal, not external. Be optimistic always. Focus should be on the preparation and do not 

distract.  

The IAS Topper also emphasised that candidates must not distract from the noise and focus on 

the customised strategy. He just says "Control the controllable" and don't bother about factors 

that you can't control." Self-study is the key to success, he says. It matters little whether or not 

the candidates are a coach. No one can make magic and make it possible to select. The 

candidates have to try to get better every day. The time should be divided into two slots, 

followed by the study. One for the optional topic and the other for studies in general. He said 

if the candidate is good at time management, half of the problems are solved. Time 

management is a very important factor in this exam. The work of the coaching institutes is to 

give you a direction, but nobody can spoon-feed you.  
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5. JUNAID AHMAD 

 

 

In his fifth effort, IAS Topper Junaid Ahmad is the most notable example of consistency in the 

UPSC examinations. His fourth try also ripened the examination, but the Indian revenue service 

was allocated (IRS). He qualified for Indian administration services in his fifth attempt (IAS). 

Because of his failures, he has extensive experience. The prospect of failure, according to him, 

is quite crucial. The failures were taken as the stages of error correction. He considered that the 

failures substantially strengthened his personality. He said, “HIS FAILURES WAS THE BEST 

PART OF HIS JOURNEY”. 

Three qualities, including hard work, perseverance and patience, he considered very important 

to be an IAS. The UPSC only demands that the subjects given in the IAS syllabus are 

understood by a common person. But the aspirants of the IAS have a common habit of 

becoming an expert in all matters. This habit should be avoided by the candidates. The IAS 

examination should be dealt with as one, and an integrated approach should be adopted to crack 

it. The IAS exam interrelated all stages and the candidates should therefore plan for their 

preparation. 

 Applied for an IAS preparation plan must be complete. You must develop your own 

examination strategy and modify it in the future if necessary. The nominees have to plan. He 

admits that the IAS examination is one of the worlds toughest. A well-planned strategy is 

required for this examination. His message for the IAS aspirants is “IF I CAN CLEAR THIS 

EXAM, ANYONE CAN CLEAR”. 
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6. ANU KUMARI 

 

 

 

Anu Kumari is a prime example to illustrate that if he or she is committed to reach age, marriage 

and maternity, a person cannot stop him or her achieving its objectives. She became an IAS at 

the age of 31 and also by taking the 2nd place at the Civil Services Exam 2017 of the Union 

Public Services Commission (UPSC). She was doing a business job until June 2016 but leaving 

it to begin her CSE preparation in June 2016.  

She was only preparing her first effort for one month. She gave her best to accomplish her 

dream during that period. Day and night she studied. She felt at one point that sleep was a waste 

of time for her. She was unable to clear the prelims test and was only a mark less than the cut-

off at the time. Her first attempt failed to establish a foundation for the second. During her 

second preparation, she followed a certain schedule. She said that she was morning and thus, 

instead of studying till late at night, she preferred to wake up early. She began her day at 4 a.m. 

early in the morning when she studied and then a lunch break. She took a little snooze following 

the lunch break. She took relatively few pauses before. She watched Rajya Sabha TV on the 

TV as a source of entertainment. She slept until 10 pm after completion of her studies. 

She explains, "Sometimes you could believe you can't do it, you're not the top material, etc. 

My advice is to cry if you feel like weeping at such a time, speak with your nice people to 

motivate them, think about these excellent times when you have accomplished anything in your 

prior life. “THINK THAT YOU WILL TRY YOUR BEST AND THEN LEAVE IT TO THE GOD, 

THIS WOULD MEAN THAT YOU WON’T HAVE ANY REGRETS COZ YOU TRIED AND 

YOU TRIED YOUR BEST”. 
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7. AKSHAT JAIN 

 

 

 

In the 2019 IAS examination IAS topper Akshat Jain obtained rank 2. He believes that each 

candidate has its own uniqueness, and that the preparatory plan must thus be devised. He says 

that every contender has a motive behind preparing and that motive must be strong enough to 

support motivation over this extended time of uncertainty. He also emphasised the significance 

of working hard and of working too hard in the proper direction. Hard work and the correct 

strategy are necessary in order to prepare. 

He said the three pillars of his technique included short notes, response writing, self assessment 

and analysis. Experience is essential to the examination's success. Time management is vital 

in addition to this. The candidate must understand via practise the curve of performance and 

the amount of good tests that are essential to the examination. Finally, he says that during 

preparations the candidates should be consistent in their efforts. Uniform efforts are not going 

to lead to anything. 

He claimed the IAS tests the candidate's experience. He stated the applicants should enjoy their 

work experience and preparations for IAS. He remarked "Karna hai to Karna hai," the 

candidate's mantra. 
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MOTIVATIONAL ESSAY FOR THE UPSC ASPIRANT 

 

A man has just bought a cow, and he isn't used to dealing with them. So he was attempting to 

drag the cow along by its horns, but the cow was irritated and refused to move an inch forward. 

The cow desired to return to her birthplace, to her previous owner. 

An elderly Hindu Saint was keeping an eye on things. 

“It appears you are extremely new; you don't know how to handle cows,” he said to the man. 

This isn't the way to go. 

“What should I do, because I am not that strong?” the man wondered. The cow is stronger than 

I am, and she is dragging me after her.” 

“Leave her horns,” the saint said as he handed him some beautiful green grass. You simply 

move ahead of her with this grass. Allow her to play in the grass, but don't let her consume it. 

You keep advancing towards your house as she advances towards the grass.” 

And it was successful. 

The cow arrived because the grass was so close, so green, and so fresh. Her initial 

preoccupation was obtaining this grass; she had entirely forgotten about her previous owner. 

And it was right there in front of her, smack in her face. The man, on the other hand, continued 

to walk slowly, maintaining the same distance between the cow and the grass. And she walked 

into the new owner's house without a second thought, and the new owner shut the door behind 

her. 

We are constantly enticed by various Temptations (Netflix movies, YouTube stand-up comedy 

shows, TED lectures, motivating videos, and so on), Information (Covid, Lockdowns, Exam 

Postponement News, and so on), and Plans (Netflix movies, YouTube stand-up comedy shows, 

TED lectures, motivating videos, and so on). They also cause a lot of mental lethargy. The 

more distractions you have, the less likely you are to be able to concentrate – or even 

accomplish anything meaningful. When you're dealing with mental inertia, it's difficult to stay 

focused and go the extra mile. You could easily lose sight of your goals. You will experience 

low self-esteem, irritation, and eventually sadness if you are unable to fulfil your daily goals.  
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CONSISTENT and FOCUSSED EFFORTS are the sole secret formula for success in UPSC 

or any other profession of life. We must follow the Old Saint's advice. You are the owner, and 

your mind is a brand-new cow. It wishes to revert to former habits of comfort and immediate 

fulfilment. As a result, for every modest goal, you must keep the grass in front of it. The grass 

could represent: "the reason I began this path," "the smile and happiness I can bringto my 

parents' faces when they see my accomplishment," "the greater impact I can have on society," 

or "the pride I feel in serving the nation."There are numerous explanations for this. Choose the 

most powerful reason and let your thoughts to focus solely on it. Nothing will alter your mind 

in this world of diversions as long as it has found a reason to pursue a road blindly, as the cow 

did. 

For these important reasons, small daily nourishments are essential. The mind may wander 

even if there isn't any greener grass to chase. Maintain a healthy lawn by using the Insta 75 

Days Revision Plan, Daily CA, Static Quizzes, and Insta Revision modules on a regular basis. 

Whatever the case may be, never lose sight of the small steps that add up to a large difference. 

In these challenging times, everything looks to be uncertain. This includes one's own life. Don't 

start waxing lyrical on me. Humans are known for their ability to overcome any hurdle and 

rapidly return to normal life. We'll be free of both the virus and our ideas in a few weeks. Use 

the time till then to increase your chances of passing this exam. You should not be sorry for 

the missed opportunity later. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

A guide for UPSC exams, this paper covers all the major areas of courses 
covered in UPSC exams in a thorough way. Questions and answers, both 
theoretical and analytic and backed by pertinent ideas make this book an 
indispensable resource for anybody preparing to serve in our military. 

A number of ideas and references have been incorporated into this article in 
order to provide readers with up-to-date information on recent advancements 
and examination patterns. 

UPSC exam preparation is made easier with the help of this white paper. 
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