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LEGAL NEWS
“Application dismissed!“ says Calcutta

chance so that they could put forward

High Court , upon West Bengal govt

more information to get the case decided

plea to recall order directing NHRC

in this court. He further mentioned that he

intervention in violence complaints.

wouldn’t say the state didn’t act. They've
already taken steps in this direction.

June 21

Whereas the petitioners' lawyer, Priyanka
Tibrewal, argued that the decision should
not be revoked because no prejudice had
been created by it. Further, the High Court
also observed that a report provided by the
State Legal Services Secretary presents a
different picture. Despite the fact that the
state government has categorically denied
the events since the beginning, they have

The West Bengal government's request to

recently begun to do so again.

recall the order directing the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) to
investigate a slew of PILS alleging
displacement of people from their homes,
physical assault, property destruction, and
ransacking of places of business as a result
of post-election violence in the state was

The bench issued the judgement on June
18, based on a report from the Member
Secretary of the West Bengal State Legal
Services Authority, which said that 3,243
people had been affected as of June 10
midday.

denied today by a five-judge bench of the

In the cases registered, the complaints

Supreme Court.

were referred to the superintendents of the

The state government's lawyer, Advocate
General Kishore Dutta, argued that the
Court should define "post-poll violence."
"Any violence can not be called post-poll
violence," he said and insisted on another

police or the police stations in question,
but no reaction was obtained, according to
the WBSLSA Member Secretary.
It was observed that the affidavits after
affidavits produced by the petitioner
2

grievances wherein it was claimed that,

any construction even on old line beyond

despite being reinstated to their homes,

two storeys and attic floor.

they are threatened with cross-cases being
filed against them, or that they are forced
to

write

that

they

have

made

no

complaints, or that their right to livelihood
is sought to be damaged in the way
described above.

The Himachal Pradesh High Court has
rejected the main defence taken by the
Municipal Corporation, Shimla that the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)

has

restrained the Corporation from permitting
any construction, even on old line beyond

So here upon seeing the inactivity of the

two storeys and attic floor.

State government, the bench remarked this

Petitioners Sanjay Malhotra and others

exercise of filing of affidavit and counter

have approached the High Court, seeking

affidavit will continue. It may not lead us

quashing of the order dated July 18, 2020

anywhere. This is why the responsibility

passed by the Municipal Corporation,

was handed over to the NHRC and the

Shimla and directions to the Corporation

government’s plea to recall the judgement

to permit the petitioners to complete the

was dismissed.

repair

works

in

accordance

with

permission granted on June 20, 2019, as
Himachal Pradesh High Court quashes
Shimla civic body claim against NGT
order
June 22

well as plan sanctioned by the State
Heritage Advisory Committee

in its

meeting held on February 10, 2020, apart
from

the

structural

stability

certificate/report placed on record by the
petitioners.
The division bench of Justice Tarlok Singh
Chauhan

and

ChanderBhusanBarowalia,

Justice
while

going

through the entire order passed by NGT on
On April 20, the main defence taken by the
Municipal Corporation to oppose the claim
of the petitioner was that NGT has
restrained the Corporation from permitting

Friday, found that there was no embargo or
impediment for carrying out the repair or
reconstruction work as regards the nonresidential/commercial structures and the
order is only confined to residential
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structures existing in the core area/green

the

area/forest area, and does not delve upon

Competent Authority shall sanction the

or deal with the structures, other than the

plans and/or approve the same only to that

residential structures.

extent

In such circumstances, the bench failed to
appreciate as to
submitted

by

how the plan/map
the

petitioners

for

same/permissible

and

no

legal

more;

use.

under

The

any

circumstances such plans must not be
beyond two storeys and an attic floor and
only for residential purpose.”

reconstruction/carrying out major repair

“We dispose of this petition, while

work of the building for commercial

directing the respondents to consider and if

purpose could have been rejected.

permissible, approve the map of the

On April 20, the main defence taken by the
Municipal Corporation to oppose the claim
of the petitioner was that NGT has
restrained the Corporation from permitting

petitioners for reconstruction/carrying out
major repair work of the building in
question within a period of six weeks from
today.

any construction even on old line beyond

“However, it is made clear that this

two storeys and attic floor.

exercise shall be carried out strictly in

Reliance in support of this submission was
placed upon direction No 112 (IV) issued
by the NGT in Original Application No
121 of 2014, titled as Yogindra Mohan
Sengupta vs Union of India &Ors, which
read as under:“IV.

accordance with the provisions of law,
subject to the condition that the petitioners
shall submit the revised plan within a
period of two weeks from today,” the order
read.
After 5 years in prison, a Tripura man

Wherever

the

old

residential

structures exists in the Core area or the

was released in the IISc Bengaluru
terror case.

Green/Forest area which are found to be
unfit for human habitation and are in a
seriously

dilapidated

Implementation
under

this

condition,

Committee
judgment

June 22

the

constituted

may

permit

construction/reconstruction of the building
but strictly within the legally permissible
structure limits of the old building and for
4

Mr Habeeb, a 36-year-old resident of

anything

about

the

accused

in

the

Jogendra Nagar in Agartala, Tripura, was

chargesheet and had not gathered any

cleared of terror charges in the shooting at

evidence to demonstrate that Habeeb was

the Indian Institute of Science (IISc). The

aware of the occurrence or crime involved

Special National Investigation Agency

in the case.

(NIA) court released him last week after
four years in jail at the Bengaluru Central

According to Tahir, Sabahuddin identified
a number of additional people in his

Jail.

statement,

including

individuals

who

On December 28, 2005, a shooting

assisted him in crossing the border and

occurred on the campus of IISc Bengaluru.

providing assistance. The police, however,

Prof. Munish Chandra Puri, an Indian

have not charged them or called them to be

Institute of Technology-Delhi professor,

witnesses, according to Tahir.

was killed, and four others were injured,
when two shooters opened fire. Because of
the severity of the attack, the Karnataka
government declared it a "terror attack,"
making it the first of its kind in the IT

"Despite filing a lengthy charge sheet, the
police have not supplied a single piece of
evidence against this accused to establish
the charges against him," the lawyer
stated.

capital of India.

"The

accused

is

incarcerated

despite not having committed any crime
The NIA arrested Habeeb in 2017 based

and having no knowledge of the act or his

on a statement given by the co-accused,

involvement."

Sabahuddin, who was arrested for the first
The court stated that it did not understand

time by the Lucknow police.

why he was prosecuted as an accused in
He was charged under the Indian Penal

the case and issued an order on June 21,

Code (IPC), Sections 25 and 27 of the

2021, dismissing all allegations brought

Arms Act, 1959, Sections 3, 4, 5, and 6 of

against him under the UAPA Act.

the Explosives Substances Act, 1908, and
Sections 10, 13, 16, 17, 18, and 20 of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act,

"Keeping in mind the requirements of
Section 227 of CrPC, as well as the law
laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court...

1967, (UAPA).

and also, on careful perusal of the entire
Habeeb's

lawyer,

Mohammed

Tahir,

materials on record, I am of the considered

contended that the police had not revealed

opinion that there is no sufficient ground
5

to proceed against accused No.7 for the

The government has also requested the

offences

and,

high court to allow it to make submission

therefore, the accused is discharged," the

on the steps taken by the applicants and

court said in its order. "My father died

officers of the state on such complaints

hearing the claims against me,"

before directing the national human rights

alleged

against

him

Commission or any other authority to take
West Bengal Govt . Moves calcutta high

any step in the matter.

court seeking recall of order asking
NHRC to examine post poll violence
'Fair and Reasonable': Supreme Court

complaints

Refuses to Interfere With CBSE, ICSE
Class 12 Assessment Schemes.

June 21

June 23

The West Bengal Government has moved
calcutta high court seeking recall and stay
of High court's Friday order wherein five
rights

The Supreme Court refused to meddle with

Commission (NHRC) to visit the state,

the assessment scheme proposed by both

consider complaints filed by victims of

the CBSE and the CISCE for evaluating

post poll violence and submit a report.

Class

An affidavit has been filed on behalf of

examinations were cancelled owing to the

Additional chief secretary, home and hill

COVID-19 pandemic on Tuesday.

judges

asked

national

human

affair department and home secretary,
government of West Bengal urging the
court to grant an opportunity to the
government to deal with reports related to
post poll violence.

12

students

whose

board

The Supreme Court rejected the objections
filed by a parents' organization and pupils,
stating that it is not possible to take a
second-guess

approach

to

certain

components of the evaluation scheme.
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The bench also took note of Attorney

being

denied

General K K Venugopal's submission,

announcement of results being delayed

made in his individual capacity as well as

indefinitely. There would be ambiguity

on behalf of the Centre, that the University

until the improvisation examination was

Grants Commission (UGC) will issue

carried

directives to all colleges and universities

announced. "

out

one

and

option

the

and

the

results

were

requiring admissions to be made after the
results of all the boards — the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE),
the

Council

for

the

Indian

School

Certificate Examination (CISCE), and the
Council for the Indian School Certificate
Examination (CISCE).

"We believe there is no reason for us to
intervene

in

the

schemes."Notably,

CBSE
another

or

ICSE

group

of

students, represented by different counsel,
has unequivocally supported the scheme
under consideration and opposes any
interference with it.A special bench of

Now, coming to the issue raised by Mr.

Justices A M Khanwilkar and Dinesh

Vikas Singh, appearing for the Intervenors,

Maheshwari issued the ruling. "More

argued that the scheme should require

importantly, we believe that the stated

students to choose the option to improve at

schemes are fair and reasonable, take into

the outset, and that the results of internal

account the interests of all students, and

assessment and the exam be declared

are in the wider public interest," the bench

concurrently.

said.

The bench rejected the submission of

Kerala High Court stays Lakshadweep

senior advocate Vikas Singh, appearing on

Administrator’s order on mid-day meal,

behalf of the UP Parents Association,

dairy farms

Lucknow, that the option for students to

June 23

take external examinations as outlined in
the CBSE scheme should be made
available at the outset to both the school
and the students, and the results should be
announced together.
It stated, "We believe that tinkering with
the scheme in any way, as proposed by the
two boards, will result in the students
7

The

court

asked

the

Lakshadweep

A Public Interest Litigation filed by a

administration to file its response to the

lawyer from Lakshadweep, Adv. Ajmal

petitions within two weeks.

Ahmed.

The Kerala High Court on Tuesday
stayed Lakshadweep administrator Praful
Khoda Patel’s controversial orders of
removing meat from the mid-day meal for
students and winding up government-run

R,contented

the

administrator’s order that they were passed
in arbitrary and blatant violation of
principles of natural justice, hence these
orders are illegal and unsustainable in law,
it alleged.
Advocate Peeyus A. Kottam,

dairy farms.
A division bench comprising Chief Justice
S. Manikumar and Justice Shaji P Chaly
observed,” we are unable to understand
how there could be a change in the menu
of food-items given to the children,
prepared taking into account, the vital

new

appearing

for the petitioner, argued that inhabitants
of

Lakshadweep

engaged

mostly

in

Government activities to eke out their
livelihood. The direction to immediately
close down all the dairy farms run by the
Department

of

Animal

Husbandry

contended to bring grave consequences to

aspect of health factor”.

the people on the islands.
Further, it observed, “Prima facie, we find
no reason for the change of food items,
with the exclusion of meat and chicken.
Therefore, we are inclined to pass an
interim order directing the respondents,to
provide food, as done before, by including
meat and chicken,to the children of the

Moreover, the ban on meat from mid-day
meal in school was contrary to the
National Programme of Mid Day Meal in
Schools and Annual Budget for 2020-21,
wherein there is a provision to provide
meat and chicken in the schools of
Lakshadweep, he submitted.

schools in Lakshadweep”.
The court stated no further action should
be taken on these two specific decisions of
the meat ban and closing down of dairy
farms, until a counter-affidavit was filed.
The

court

asked

the

Lakshadweep

administration to file its response to the
petitions within two weeks.
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not

3. Making should be based on the

Uncertainty ':Supreme Court to hear

performance of the current batch and not

pleas challenging cancellation of CBSE,

on any previous batch.

'Student

need

ray

of

hope,

ICSE physical Exams tomorrow
June 22

Singh also reitreared the prayer to conduct
physical exam, by highlighting that the
COVID rates in the country are going
down.

Nandigram case: Mamata Banerjee
wants Justice Chanda to recuse, cites
BJP link
The supreme Court on monday posted to

June 24

tomorrow the hearing of writ petitions
challenging the decision of CBSE and
ICSE to cancel the physical exams for
Class XII.
It was important to have a finality in the
matter,

the

bench

observed,

while

adjounring the hearing of please related to
CBSE and ICSE exams
A vacation bench comprising justice AM
Khanwilkar

and

Dinesh

Maheshwari

advocate

Minister, came in court on Monday to
protest the results of the Nandigram

heared the matter
Senior

Mamata Banerjee, the West Bengal Chief

vikas

singh

gives

suggestions
1 . The option to improvise the result must

Assembly election, which her erstwhile
protege and BJP

politician Suvendu

Adhikari won by roughly 2,000 votes.

be given at the outset, the beginning at

According to the Representation of the

self, before declaration of results.

People Act, 1951, the Chief Minister was

2 . There should be uniform criteria for

obligated to appear before a single-bench

assessment for CBSE and ICSE. Now,

of the Calcutta Court.

both boards have different criteria.

On behalf of Mamata Banerjee, senior
attorney

Abhishek

Manu

Singhvi
9

requested that Justice Kausik Chanda

ALLAHABAD HIGH

recuse himself from the case.

COURTCONSTITUTIONAL

The court, however, questioned why the
recusal application was not brought up
when the case was initially heard on June

NEWSCOURTSTOP NEWS OF THE
DAYTOP STORY
June 24

18. Justice Chanda also pondered whether
he should move through the legal system.
Mamata Banerjee is requesting that the
case be remanded to a another bench.
Banerjee listed two reasons for the request
in a letter written on her behalf by her
lawyer and delivered to the Chief Justice
of the Calcutta High Court on June 16.
According to Banerjee's letter, Justice

Allahabad HC grants bail to medical
student violating Covid-19 clinical trial
rules

Kausik Chanda had previously been linked
with the BJP, and hence "legitimate

The applicant is a student of the fourth

concern of prejudice... in favour of the

Semester

respondent...", who is also from the BJP.

studying at the Institute of Himgiri Zee

of

MSc

Clinical

Research

University, Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
Banerjee further stated that she "fairly
anticipates the risk of prejudice" because

The Allahabad High Court has granted bail

she opposed Justice Chanda's confirmation

to a student, who was accused of violating

as a permanent judge on the Calcutta High

the Covid-19 Vaccine clinical trial rules.

Court in April.

A Single Bench of Justice Shekhar Kumar

"It will lead to a circumstance and

Yadav yesterday passed this order, while

perception in which the Honourable Judge

hearing a Criminal Miscellaneous Bail

may be regarded to be 'a judge in his own

Application filed by Sudhakar Yadav

cause' in adjudicating the subject," the

under Section 439 of the Code of Criminal

Chief Minister stated in her letter.

Procedure.
Sudhakar sought bail in a case filed against
him under relevant Sections of IPC and the
Medical Council Act at Police Station
Dadari, District Gautam Budh Nagar.
10

According to the prosecution, on February

It was further submitted that the course of

16, 2021, the Medical Superintendent of

MSc, Clinical Research was being run by

CHC, Dadari through social media came to

the University, under the supervision of

know about a free vaccination drive being

Institute of Clinical Research India (ICRI).

held for public against Novel Coronavirus

The applicant has been sent for internship

at Gopal Pathology Lab situated near

at Flores Hospital, Ghaziabad with the

Central Bank of India, GT Road, Dadari.

consent of ICRI. No role of applicant has

The superior officer was informed about

been assigned either in the FIR or in the

the matter, who then got it enquired by Dr

statement of the informant recorded under

Sanjeev Kumar and the Drug Inspector of

Section 161 of CrPC, the Advocate added.

Baghpat. The officers found that a free
COVID-19 vaccination camp was being
organised with the help of Nari Raksha
Dal on the spot and a banner to this effect

He said the applicant has neither violated
the clinical trails rules, nor committed any
offence

by

getting

the

volunteers

convinced of vaccination in clinical trial.

was also found on the spot.
The Counsel further said that at Gopal
When the investigating authorities entered
the Lab, one person was seen injecting the
vaccine, who told his name was Rijwan
Ali and on the query, it was informed that
he and other accused persons named in the
FIR were employees of Flores Hospital,
who had been authorised by the Hospital

Pathology Lab, signature of the volunteers
on the consent letter for clinical trial
vaccination has been obtained and nothing
has been concealed in getting agreed the
volunteers for vaccination and as such, no
offence under Section 420 IPC is made
out.

for vaccination but when the Inspecting
team demanded a paper to this effect, no

The Counsel for the applicant also said

document could be produced.

that from the allegations made in the FIR,
no offence under Section 15(2) and 15(3)

The Counsel for the applicant submitted
that the applicant was innocent and has
been falsely implicated in the case. The

of the Indian Medical Council Act is made
out against the applicant. The applicant is
in jail since February 16, 2021.

Counsel said the applicant is a student of
fourth Semester of MSc Clinical Research

The Additional Government Advocate

studying in the Institute of Himgiri Zee

opposed the application for bail.

University, Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
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“Upon hearing the Counsels for the

him under section 41 A of the code of

parties, perusal of record and considering

Criminal procedure in the Ghaziabad FIR.

the complicity of accused, severity of

The twitter employee was asked by the UP

punishment as well as totality of facts and

police to appear before Loni Border police

circumstances,

station in relation to the investigation on

at

this

stage

without

commenting on the merits of the case, I

the Ghaziabad video issue.

find it a fit case for bail,” the Court
observed.

A single bench of justice G Narendra

“Let Sudhakar Yadav be released on bail

passed the interim order in a writ petition

on his furnishing a personal bond and two
sureties each in the like amount to the
satisfaction

of the

Court

concerned.

filed by Maheshwari under article 226 of
the Constitution of india, challenging the
UP police notice.

Further, before issuing the release order,
the sureties be verified”, the Court ordered.

"Prima facie the petitioner is apprehending
deprivation of liberty ", the bench orally

Karnataka high court protects twitter

said.

india MD manish maheshwari from UP

Krishna Janmabhoomi: Hindu outfit

police coercive Action in Ghaziabad FIR

moves Mathura court, offers land to
relocate

June 25

Idgah

mosque

after

‘demolishing’ it
June 25

The karnataka high court on thursday
retrained the Uttar pardesh police from
taking service coercive action against
Manish maheshwari, Managing director of
twitter communication india private Ltd
(TCIPL) , pursuant to the notice issued to

A suit was filed in 2020 on behalf of deity
Lord Krishna seeking removal of the Shahi
Idgah, adjacent to the temple complex in
Mathura. A writ petition is also pending in
Allahabad High Court seeking the removal
12

of the Shahi Eiddgah Mosque, allegedly

The Mathura Aandolan Samiti has claimed

built on Krishna Janmabhoomi. A Hindu

in its application, filed through Advocate

outfit, the Sri Krishna Janmabhoomi Mukti

Mahendra Pratap Singh, that the shrine

AandolanSamiti, has moved a Mathura

was demolished by the Muslim Party on its

court with a plea offering land to the

own, they would be giving a larger piece

Muslim

management

of land to the mosque management

committee in lieu of the 17th century

committee outside the Chaurasi Kos

Shahi Masjid which allegedly stands in the

Parikarma circuit of the temple town.

party/mosque

Katra Keshav Dev temple complex in the
temple town. The outfit has said the land
will larger than the present mosque and
that the Muslim party can relocate there
upon its demolition.

Advocate Singh, the president of Shri
Krishna Janmabhoomi Mukti Andolan
Samiti and also one of the petitioners,
moved the application to this effect in the
court of Civil Judge (Senior Division) at

The petitioners have made this offer

Mathura. In the application, he claims that

quoting the 2019 Ram Janmabhoomi title

his organisation will make the land

suit verdict of the Supreme Court, where

available to Muslims, if they accept the

the Apex Court ruled in favour of Hindu

offer.

parties but asked the government to
provide land to Muslims to rebuild the
mosque demolished in 1992. According to
the petitioners, the UP Sunni Central Waqf

Since the senior civil judge was on leave,
the application has been submitted to Civil
Judge II Anupam Singh and the court set
July 5 as the next date of hearing.

Board and the management committee of
Shahi Masjid, Idgah should accept the

Tanveer Ahmed, secretary and counsel for

offer to resolve the matter amicably.

Shahi Masjid Idgah in Mathura, denied
that a copy of the application has been

In the Ayodhya case, the Supreme Court
had said the Babri Masjid structure was
built after bringing down the Ram temple
in Ayodhya and Muslims were given
alternative land to have their place of

provided to them. He said no copy of such
application was handed over to the Idgah
Committee and said the committee will
examine the averments made therein after
receiving the copy.

worship across the Saryu.
A suit was filed in 2020 on behalf of deity
Lord Krishna seeking removal of the Shahi
Idgah, adjacent to the temple complex in
13

Mathura. Ahmed, however, said that suit

Delhi Police. He'd traversed the borders of

itself has been challenged.

seven states and union territories. He also

A writ petition is also pending in
Allahabad High Court seeking the removal
of the Shahi Eidgah Mosque, allegedly
built

on Krishna Janmabhoomi. The

petition

filed

by

Advocate

kept changing his SIM cards to avoid
being arrested, according to the Delhi
Police.
Over the intervening night of May 4 and 5,

Mahek

Kumar and allegedly assaulted Sagar

Maheshwari seeks that the temple land

Dhankar and two of his companions at the

should be handed over to the Hindus and a

stadium. Dhankar, who was 23 years old at

proper trust for Krishna Janmabhoomi

the time, ultimately died as a result of his

Janmasthan be formed, for building a

injuries.

temple on the said land.
According to the police, Sushil Kumar is
Brawl case at Chhatrasal Stadium: The

the main suspect and mastermind of the

Delhi Court extended Sushil Kumar's

murder, and there is electronic proof

court detention until 9 July.

showing him and his friends beating

June 25

Dhankar. Kumar and co-accused Ajay
Kumar Sehrawat were nabbed on 23 May,
2021. He has spent 10 days in police
custody and 23 days in judicial custody
thus far.
While rejecting Sushil's anticipatory bail
motion on May 18, ASJ Jagdish Kumar of

On May 4, there was a fight between
wrestlers, including Olympic champion
Sushil Kumar, that resulted in three
wrestlers being injured and being taken to

Rohini Court stated that the charges
against the accused were serious in nature
and that the FIR established a prima facie
case against the accused.

the hospital.During the treatment, Sagar,

In this murder case, a Delhi court today

one of them, died.

prolonged Sushil Kumar's judicial custody

Wrestler Sunil Kumar had been on the
run, seeking to avoid arrest, according to

until July 9. In addition, he has been
transferred from Mandoli Jail to Tihar Jail
No. 2.
14

The motion of wrestler Sushil Kumar, who

IPC Section 498A and cruelty against

is currently in judicial custody in Tihar

men:

Jail, asking permission to be provided with

Ramana in the backdrop of increasing

supplements and special cuisine in prison,

suicides of men

was dismissed by the Delhi Court on June

Law

students

write

to

CJI

June 26

10.
While rejecting Kumar's application, Chief
Metropolitan

Magistrate

Satvir

Singh

Lamba stated,
"It is a well established law that all people,
natural or legal, are equal in the eyes of the
law, regardless of caste, religion, sex,
class, or other factors. The right to equality

It comprehended that women’s suicide has

is enshrined in the Indian Constitution. It

been reduced by 2 percent in the present

suggests that there is a rule of law. It also

times whereas the suicide of males has

means that no one has any particular

been increased by 48 percent i.e., to speak

privileges because of his or her rank,

of a number; India loses a son to suicide

status, wealth, or poverty. "The law should

every 5.38 minutes or that more than 11

be equal and equally applied, and people

sons are forced to commit suicide every

should be treated equally. "

hour as against about 4 female suicides
every hour.
A batch of law students from various
national law universities and law colleges
have written to Chief Justice of India NV
Ramana requesting a revisit of provisions
under Section 498A of the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, in view of the increasing male
suicide rate over the past few years due to
misuse of the section in question.
The letter said the Apex Court of the
Country has always been swift with its
actions and time and again acted as a
15

custodian and as the ‘sentinel on the qui

remarkable leap in the Husband Suicide

vieve’ of fundamental rights especially

Index by almost 61 percent in the past two

with emphasis on the fundamental right of

decades.

equality. The Supreme Court has been

It comprehended that women’s suicide has

always of the notion to ensure ‘equal
treatment’.

been reduced by 2 percent in the present
times whereas the suicide of males has

The letter sought to bring it to the notice of

been increased by 48 percent i.e., to speak

the Supreme Court of India of the misuse

of a number; India loses a son to suicide

of Section 498A, which has the power to

every 5.38 minutes or that more than 11

deal with the peril of cruelty and doldrums

sons are forced to commit suicide every

a married woman faces in the form of

hour as against about 4 female suicides

dowry demands, which in many a case has

every hour.

led to the demise of the woman. The
mental agony and menace of harassment at
the hands of the husband and his relatives
become a predicament to survive and sail
through. It was succinctly mentioned that
the object of Section 498A in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons while
enacting

the

Criminal

Law

(Second

Amendment) Act No. 46 of 1983. The
genus of this section sprung up from the
increase in the number of dowry deaths
hence, the introduction of such a section
was taken to be a boon for the women who
were in stoic marital setup.

The Indian judicial system has been taken
to recognize the cruelty against men in
matrimonial discord, however, it has been
noticed that no sound remedies have been
procured wherein the husband doesn’t
wish to seek divorce or had any deterrent
effect for instances, in cases like ANITA
GAUR vs. RAJESH GAUR [First Appeal
No. 115/2016), and Joydeep Majumdar vs.
Biurti Jaiswal Majumdar [Civil Appeal
No. 3786/2020]. With that being said, the
letter strikes to highlight in the context of
the pitfall of Section 498A which is
misused by the women at large by filing

However, the letter had apprehensions

frivolous suits and concocting issues to

regarding the present time, weighing the

fulfil their vendetta against the husband or

alarming statistics closely relying on the

his family.

2019 ADSI report by the National Crime

The letter reads, “The main point of

Records Bureau (NCRB) which paints a
different picture altogether, it states that

concern here is the fact that Crime has no
gender, and everyone should be deterred

suicides of married men, has shown a
16

from committing it. It’s time that the laws
in India recognize that Men too have
mental burnout, that men too are subjected

BANKING NEWS
PNB Housing Finance appeals against
SEBI order

to cruelty. The only difference here is that
women have legal recourse against cruelty,

June 21

but men don’t.”
Henceforth, the students have requested
the Supreme Court of India to take suo
motu cognizance of the matter by directing
the Law Ministry to formulate law
governing the startling rate of cruelty
against men as the law must change with
changing time and needs of the society.

PNB Housing Finance

has appealed

against the Securities & Exchange Board
of India preventing the lender from
seeking shareholder approval for its Rs
4000 crore capital injectionagreement with
Carlyle Group and other investors.
The regulatory filing said that the company
filed an appeal before the Securities
Appellate Tribunal because of the letter
issued by SEBI on 18th of June.
SEBI had said the resolution related to the
transaction

wasagainst

thecompany'sarticles of association and
that the company must

conduct

an

independent assessment of the deal. A
shareholders' meeting was scheduled for
June 22nd to approve the transaction.
Following the proposed capital injection,
Carlyle and Salisbury Investments, a
family investment
HDFC

Bank

vehicle of former

CEO

Aditya

Puri,
17

willbecome the company's new promoter,

ii.Through this SFB, Centrum will take

in additionto the original promoter of

over

Punjab National Bank.

MaharashtraCooperative Bank(PMC) as

"The company and its board of directors

crisis-hit

Punjab

and

a separate process.

continue to believe that theprice of the

ii.For the setting up of SFB, there will be

agreementcomplies with all relevant laws

capitalinfusion of Rs 1,800 crore by the

and regulations,"said PNB Housing on

CentrumCapital,

June 19th. "The preferentialallocation is in

CFSL, and its partnerBharatPe.

the best interests of the company, its
shareholders

and

all

holding

entity

for

About BharatPe:

relevant

stakeholders,"he said.

Establishment- 2018

The transactionwasexaminedby regulators

Chief executive officer (CEO)- Ashneer

after parts of the investment industry,

Grover

including a proxy advisory firm, raised

Headquarter-Delhi

questions about the neutrality of PNB
About

Housing's board of directors.

Centrum

Financial

Services

Limited:
RBI granted approval to CFSL for
taking over PMC Bank via SFB route

Managing Director (MD) & CEORanjanGhosh

June 21
Headquarter-Mumbai
Pay Point India Signed pact with Banks,
NBFCs For Lending Services
PayPoint India, a technology-enabled
Distribution network of financial services,
signedLead generation agreements’ with
12 financial Institutions viz, Punjab
i.On June 18, 2021, the Reserve Bank of

National Bank, ICICIBank, Deutsche

India(RBI) granted in-principle approval to

Bank,

CentrumFinancial

FinanceCompanies (NBFCs) such as Bajaj

Services

Limited

and

(CFSL) to set up aSmall finance bank

Housing,Piramal

Housing,

(SFB).

Fincorp, amongOthers.

Non-Banking

and

Hero
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•Objective: To assist with loans to the
Underserved

using

technology,

and

toGenerate leads for housing, personal
andBusiness loans through the partnership
withBanks and NBFCs.

Asnon-bank financial firmsseek to mitigate
the impact of the second wave of Covid on
their balance sheets, estimates suggest that
about a tenth of their loan books could be

•Under the agreement, PayPoint India will

reformulated, almost three times more than

helpThe financial institutions to get access

during the first wave. Profitability could

to theRemote locations where they are

also take a hit in the June quarter as

unable toReach on their own, and provide

collection efficiency improved over the

capital.

past month.

•As per RBI data, under the loan category

“The revisions in the second wave will be

of Rs1-10 lakh, businesses have borrowed

at least 23 times higher than what we saw

onlyAround Rs 94,000 crore (low when

last year because there is no general

comparedWith

Domestic

moratorium this time; So we have to save

Product (GDP) ofIndia), hence PayPoint

everything we can, "said the CEO of a

India intends toAddress the gap.

large non-bank lender. We expect earnings

the

Gross

About PayPoint India:

to declinesignificantly this quarter (June).
Thehead of another lender said the effects

Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

of a majorrevisionin June and September -

MD - Ketan C. Doshi

Quarter will be seen.

Covid 2.0 cancause a sudden spikein

“Several NBFCs are referringto the June

NBFCs

quarter revision and implementation will
happen in the followingmonths,so you will

June 22

see a relatively

high proportion of

revisions in the final quarter. We've seen a
dramatic

increase

haven'tmade

in customers
payments

who
and

thesecompanies need to hold hands,”said
the CEO, askingfor anonymity.
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While

collections

commercial

for

loans

consumergoods

unsecured

and

durable

continued

to

haveproblems, the credit card segment
performed better. The vehicle finance
segment remained the most vulnerable,
with

private

cars

and

two-wheelers

normalising recoveries and loans for
In

its

mostrecent

monetary

policy

announcement, the RBI announced version

commercial vehicles and passenger cars
remaining under stress.

2.0 of the resolution framework for
borrowers with an exposure of less than 25
billion at the end of March 31: This

SBI

restructuring

Bancassurance Pact with IDFC FIRST

window

is

open

until

September 2021.

Bank

"Unlike last year, RBI has provided

June 23

General

Insurance

signed

limited loan restructuring support, which
could result in a sharp increase in the total
restructured portfolio for most NBFCs,
including vehicle finance companies," said
Jignesh Shial, researchanalystat Emkay
Global Financial Services. "We remain
concerned about the sharp rise in Level 2
assets,

considering

that

recently

restructured loans from the previous

On June 21,2021, SBI (State Bank of

moratorium period have been added to the

India)General

book."Mostnon-bank lenders have slowed

bancassurancePartnership

down

(InfrastructureDevelopment

new

withdrawals,

and

Insurance

inked
with

a
IDFc

Finance

improvingrecoveriesremainsa top priority.

Company) FIRST Bank forSelling its non-

, which hadfallento 20% in April and May,

life insurance products. In thisRegard, a

showed signs of normalcy in June with the

corporate agency agreement was

regularisation of economic activity.

Signed between both the entities.
•Through this agreement SBI general
20

Insurance will access the IDFC first

Services

bank’sLarger customer base resulting in

MonthlyInstalments (EMIs) by using

widerPenetration of itsinsurance products

their mobilePhone and PAN up to Rs 5

throughThe latter’s digital first approach

lakh.

About IDFC First Bank:

•ICICI Bank was India’s 1st bank and 1st

Establishment-In

2018,

by

merging

erstwhileIDFC Bank and former Capital

online

through

Equated

in theIndustry to launch a fully digital
paymentMode, a cardless EMI facility at
retail storesAnd online shopping.Features

First.

of ‘Cardless EMI:

Managing Director (MD) & CEO (Chief
1.It is a completely digital and instant EMI

ExecutiveOfficer)-V. Vaidyanathan

facility,it enables the customers to convert
Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra

transactionsinto EMIs by entering their

About SBLgeneral insurance

registered mobile

Managing Director (MD) & CEO (Chief

number, PAN (personal account number)

Executive

andOTP(one-time-password).

Dono

Officer)-Prakash

Chandra Kandpal

2 .Transaction Limit: Customers are

Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra

providedwith a pre-approved limit for
purchases under theEMI facility from Rs

Tagline-Suraksha Aur Bharosa Dono

7,000 to Rs 5 lakh.
3.Tenures: Three different choices of

ICICI Bank Extended Instant ‘Cardless
EMI’ Facility for Online Shopping

tenuresviz, 3, 6, 9 and 12 months.
About ICICI Bank:

June 23

Establishment-

ICICI Bank has extended the instant
‘CardlessEMI’

facility

approved

customers

purchases

across

for

its

toMake

2,500

pre-

1955(Incorporated

in

1994)
Headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra

online

e-Commerce

platforms without using their card.

MD& CEO Sandeep Bakhshi
Tagline Hum hai na, Khayal Apka

•The ‘Cardless EMIr’ facility allows its
Customers to instantly buy products or
21

RBI sanctions three cooperative banks

Cooperative

Financial

Institution

for

based in Maharashtra

violating the"depositaccount maintenance"
route.

June 24

The RBI mentioned that thesanction
imposed on the three lenders was primarily
due toa lack of compliance and is
notintended to determine the validity of
any transaction or agreementthey have
entered into with their prospects.
Govt

Eased

Listing

Norms

for

Companies havingM-cap over Rs 1 lakh
crore
June 24
The Reserve Bank of India on Wednesday
imposed a total of Rs 8 lakh on three
Maharashtra-basedcreditunions for failing
to comply withregulations. Afine of Rs 4
lakh

was

Cooperative

imposed
Bank,

on

Excellent

Mumbai,

and

JansevaSahakariof 2 lakh each. Bank
Limited, Pune and The Ajara Urban
Cooperative
Excellent

Bank,

Ajara

Cooperative

(Kolhapur).
Bank

was

After the Securities and Exchange Board

sanctioned for violatingRBI'sinstructions

ofIndia’s

on

amendment ofThe Securities Contracts

“depositaccountmanagement”

(SEBI)

approval

over

the

(Regulation) Rules,Companies that have a

and“Know Your Customer (KYC)”.

market capitalization (M-Cap) of more
The financial institution JansevaSahakari
has been fined for violating the route
published by KYC.
The

CentralInstitute

than Rs 1 lakh crore at the time ofListing
are now enabled to sell just 5 percent of
Their shares.

mentioned

that

thesanction was imposed on theAjara City

•The issuer companies should reach a
publicShareholding of 10 percent within 2
22

years ofListing and 25 percent within 5

Household

years of listing.

dropped to 8.2% of GDP in quarter3.

•The amendments became beneficial to

Juen 23

financial

savings

rate

then Government of India for the
proposed IPO(Initial public offering) of
Life InsuranceCorporation (LIC), as the
minimum divest isreduced to 5 percent
than the earlier norms of10 percent.
Background:
i.In March 2021, SEBI along with the
Department Background of Economic
Affairs under the finance ministry,

Indian household savings fell for the
second straight quarter, accompanied by an

Contracts

increase in debt. The household saving rate

(Regulation)Rules and eased the listing

fell from 10.4% in the previousquarter to

norms for largeCompanies and enabled

8.2% of GDP in the three months to

them to divest aMinimum of 5 percent in

December 2020, according to preliminary

the IPO, instead of 10Percent.

estimates released by the Reserve Bank.

amended

the

Securities

ii.lt has also increased the term for raising
thepublic float to 25 percent, to 5 years
instead of 3years.

However, household savings skyrocketed
in April-June 2020 due to precautionary
inventories. The moderation was dueto a
marked weakening of the financial wealth

About Securities and Exchange Board

of households. Theshare of household

of India(SEBI):

bank deposits in GDP fell to 3% in the

Establishment- 1992

third quarter of fiscal year 21 from 7.7% in
the previous three months.

Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra
"Despite higher lending from banks and
Chairman- Ajay Tyagi

home finance companies, the flow of
household financial debt was marginally
lower in the third quarter of FY21after a
sharp decline in lending from non-banking
financial firms," the RBI said.
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The state-owned Indian Bank has launched
Household debt Theratio of household
debt to GDP, based on selected financial
instruments, has risen continuously since
the end of March 2019.

a Rs 4,000 crore share sale to institutional
investors, while the country's largest
lender,the State Bank of India,has been
approvedby its board of directors to raise
Rs 14,000 crore through the issuance of

Household liabilities of commercial banks

additional Tier 1 capital procure.Calcutta-

rose to 27% of GDP in the third quarter of

based Uco Bank also received board

FY21,comparedwith 26.3% in the previous

approval on Wednesday forthe Tier 2

three months.

issuance of Rs 500 crore,inadditionto prior

Theshare of household debt in GDP based

approval of up to Rs 3,000 crore through

on selected financial instruments has risen

the sale of shares.

steadily since the end of March 2019 and

Annualnon-food credit growth was 5.7%

rose sharply from 37.1% at the end of

on June 4, slower than 6.2% a year ago,

September2020 to 37.9% at the end of

accordingto data from the Reserve Bank of

December 2020.

India showing risk aversion from both

Banks are preparing for increased

borrowers and the general public Reflect

demand for credit and raising capital

lenders.continue here.

June 25

We continue to believe that credit growth
will pickup in the short termafter the
interruption

of

the

short-

term“secondwave”,”HDFC Securities said
in a release earlier this month, warning that
a sustained recovery in credit growth could
be elusive until the investment cycle
revives Uco Bank CEO AK Goel said loan
demand is slowly recoveringas various
state governments lift the lockdown.
As business normalises again with the
declining number of Covid infections,
banks have started to work on their plans
to raise capital.

As in theprevious months, credit demand
is expected to come primarily from the
private customersegment, while corporate
demand is likely to be subdued. “The
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willingness of companiesto make new

Shopping experience to its premium

investments is still lowtoday, as the

customers.

economy is still recovering from the

•The contactless credit card provides

devastating second wave. The investment
scenario

is

investment

cautiousaccordingto
announcements,

new
which,

rewardPoints for the premium cardholders
on theirRetail spending with the value
back on variedSpending categories.

according to CMIE, showed a 67 °
decrease in FY21, ”said SBI economic

•The cards offer 10 percent value back

research on June 8th.

toCustomers

for

FabindiaAlong
Meanwhile, Indian Bank left the floor of
its QIP at 142.15 per share, while its
fundraising

committee

will

meet

on

Thursday to take one final call. Banks are

buying
with

in-stores

at

complimentary

domestic airportLounge access.•Customers
with these cards provideddirect entry to
FabFamily loyalty programmesAnd avail
its benefits.

in a betterposition to support credit growth
this year withupto 12 public banks posting

About Fabindia:

net income.

It is India’s largest private platform for

"In addition to commercial profits, the

Handicraft and Traditional Skills.

return to profitability was supported by
lower loan provisions for its inherited bad

Establishment 1960

assets after the high provisions in recent

Headquarters – New Delhi

years," said ratingagency ICRA.

MD and CEO – Viney Singh

SBI Card, Fabindia Launched CoBrandedContactless Credit Card for

Afthonia Lab & YES BankCollaborates
toSupport Fintech Companies

PremiumCustomers
June 25
June 25
For Premium & Payment Services, in
partnershipWith Fabindia, launched cobranded contactlessCredit cards named
‘Fabindia SBI Card’ and‘Fabindia SBI
Card SELECT’ to offer a rewarding

25

The

Afthonia

Lab

private

Limited

hasAnnounced a strategic partnership with
the

YESBank

to

support

the

Banks make record profits of Rs 1 lakh
crore during the pandemic.
June 26

fintechcompanies in India.
The partnership will also support the
efforts toInnovate and inject new ideas to
transform theFinancial sector of India.
Features of the partnership :
i.Under this partnership, the Afthonia
Lab’sportfolio startups will develop APls
in a sandboxenvironment, enabling the
startups toexperiment

with innovative

ideas and test theirsolutions in real time.
ii.This will also provide a safe and secure

MUMBAI: The banking sector posted its
highest profit of 1.02.252billion rupees in
fiscal year 21, a year the economy was hit

environment

for

the

Afthonia

by the pandemic. This is a significant

Labentrepreneursto test their ideas and

change compared to a net loss of nearly

provide an opportunity forYes Bank to

Rs.5billion for the industry in its 19th

transform the Indian BankingIndustry.

fiscal year.

ii. This collaboration will ensure that

Two banks, HDFC Bank and SBI,

business has access to mentors from both

contributed half of the industry's profits.

the global network of Afthonia and Yes

Of the total revenues,30% came from

Bank.

HDFC Bank at Rs 31,116 crore, an

About YES Bank:

increase of 18% over the previous year.
The

MD & CEO- Prashant Kumar
Tagline- Experience our expertise
Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra

country's

accounted

for

largest

lender,SBI,

another

20%

for

Rs20.410billion. The third highest was
ICICI Bank, which earned Rs 16,192
crore, more than double the previous year.

Incepted in 2004

Private banks also gained market share as
public banks (PSBs) slowed lending.
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The biggest change was with thePSBs,

ECONOMICS NEWS

which werejointly net profit for the first
time in five years. Only two of the
twelvebanks in the PSU Punjab & Sind
Bank and the Central Bank of India
reported anannual deficit.Thebankwas in

RUPEE FALLS 34 PAISE TO 74.20
AGAINST US DOLLAR IN EARLY
TRADE…
June 21

the red with a net loss of Rs 3,462billion
as it continued to set up provisions. For
banks in the red, however, the losses were
lower than in the previous year.
The main reason PSBs saw a change of Rs
57,832 crore from a loss of Rs 26,015
crore in FY 20 to a combined gain of Rs
31,817 crore was to end their inherited bad

At the interbank foreign exchange, the

debt problem. 12 large delinquent accounts

rupee opened lower at 74.20 against dollar,

followed by another 40 accounts such asB.

registering a fall of 34 paise over its

Delinquent

bankruptcy

previous close. The Indian rupee slumped

proceedings. Given the size of these

34 paise to 74.20 against the US dollar in

commitments, the move resulted in Rs 4

opening trade on Monday tracking the

million worth of loansgoing bad.By March

strengthening of the American currency

2020, the banks had completed the

and a muted trend in domestic equities.

provisions for most of these loans. The

Forex traders said rising crude oil prices

additional provisions were offset by large

also weighed on investor sentiment.

recoveries

canceled

At the interbank foreign exchange, the

accounts and the banks stopped bleeding.

rupee opened lower at 74.20 against the

According to the rating agency ICRA, the

dollar, registering a fall of 34 paise over its

profits for the current year were windfall

previous close. On Friday, the rupee had

profits on bonds. public bank account

settled at 73.86 against the US dollar. The

balances that contributed two-thirds of

Rupee started on a weak note this morning

your pre-tax profit in fiscal year 21.

against

assets

from

and

previously

the

greenback

as

investors

continued to digest the US Federal
Reserve’s hawkish outlook on rates,
Reliance Securities said in a research note.
27

Further, Asian currencies have started

growth rates higher than it had when it

mixed against the greenback, while crude

entered the pandemic.

oil prices are trading higher and could
weighed on sentiments, the note added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength against a basket
to six currencies, was trading at 0.09 up
92.30 per cent . Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.27 percent to
USD 73.21 per barrel.

The reforms were opposed by both the
Left and the Right. The Left feared they
would

hurt

the

poor

and

lead

to

unnecessary imports, perpetuating balance
of payments (BoP) problems. The Right
feared foreign investors would take over
the economy, in a replay of the East India
Company phenomenon.

LESSONS FOR INDIA, FROM 1991

The results took time because policy

TO 2021

changes

were

gradual,

delaying

the

benefits. However, by the first decade of
June 21

the 21st century, India began to be seen as
one of the fastest growing emerging
markets.
This looks enviable at a time when India is
reeling from the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic, with Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) having fallen by 7.3% in 2020-21,
and an even sharper decline in per capita
GDP because the population has continued

In

1991,

the

Globalization

and

to grow. Not surprisingly, unemployment

industrialization energised the growth of

and poverty have both increased.

economy and took out many people from

The 1991 strategy had two components —

the poverty! As India grapples with a postpandemic economic crisis,

there are

lessons on what to reform and how to do
it? It is time to outline a credible new
reform agenda that will not just bring GDP
back to pre-crisis levels, but also ensure

reducing

the

fiscal

deficit

and

implementing structural reforms. Then, the
crisis was caused due to the excess
demand, but the crisis today is not caused
by excess demand. It has been triggered by
a collapse in production following the

28

disruption caused by the pandemic, which,

reform in this area is not in sight. Mergers

in turn, has caused a fall in demand.

may help reduce branches, and perhaps

Those who lost incomes had to cut
consumption. Even those who have not
lost income, face uncertainity and have
postponed expenditure. Investment, a key
source of aggregate demand, has also
slowed because of unutilised capacity and

monetise excess real estate to boost
capital, but it is not a systemic reform.
Giving the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
the same regulatory control over PSBs that
it has over private sector banks would
qualify as a real reform.

uncertainty about growth. If we still try to

It is time to outline a credible new reform

stick to the 6.8% target, we will have to

agenda that will not just bring GDP back

cut expenditure. This would be unduly

to pre-crisis levels, but also ensure growth

contractionary.

rates higher than it had when it entered the

maintain

We

expenditure

should
at

definitely
the

levels

pandemic.

budgeted, and let the fiscal deficit rise if it
MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA TO HIKE

has to.

PRICES IN JUL-SEPT QTR AMID
The government would be well advised to

RISE IN INPUT COSTS…..

undertake a mid-year review of budget

June 22

prospects in September, and come up with
a revised growth forecast and establish
new fiscal targets.
Revising revenue targets to more realistic
levels will also have the advantage of not
pushing tax officers to achieve unrealistic
targets, which only leads to unreasonable
assessments.

The largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India

Another important lesson from 1991 is that

(MSI) on Monday said it will increase

we need to move away from a “long list of

prices of its entire product portfolio in the

reforms”

second quarter of the current fiscal due to

approach

towards

a

more

strategic approach, focussing on the most
critical reforms needed immediately.

rise

in

prices

of

various

essential

commodities, including steel. This will be
the third hike in 2021. The auto major,

Our banking system is heavily dominated

which has already taken a price increase in

by public sector banks (PSBs) and genuine
29

April this financial year, noted that the

are aplenty. Coronavirus cases make the

price of steel and various precious metals

case for recovery worse.

has gone up considerably prompting the

Weak demand

company to pass on some of the impact to
the customers. "The prices of steel and

Stagnated demand seems to be the biggest

precious

challenge for the economy at the moment.

metals

like

Rhodium

and

Palladium have gone up substantially.

Demand for key goods and commodities

In April we passed on a part of the

like fuel, food, consumer goods and

increased

electricity has fallen over the last few

input

costs

to

consumers

thinking that the prices of these essential

months.

commodities will come down eventually.

Ballooning unemployment

But that has not happened and as a last
resort we are doing it to safeguard the
company's

financial

health,”

MSI

Executive Director (Sales and Marketing)
Shashank Srivastava told PTI. He noted
that the price of steel has gone up from Rs
38 per kg to Rs 68 per kg while that of
Rhodium has gone up from Rs 19,000 per
gram to about Rs 66,000 per gram thus
impacting the production cost.

The latest unemployment figures, released
by the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE), are another evidence of
economic weakness. The CMIE data show
that nearly five million or 50 lakh salaried
jobs were lost in July, taking the total
number of layoffs in the formal sector to
over 1.8 crore.
Experts say most informal businesses
depend on the cash flowing from the

FIVE

MAJOR

CHALLENGES

INDIAN ECONOMY FACES
June 23
There these five hurdles which our

formal economy i.e. salaried jobs. The
economic situation could worsen further if
more salaried jobs are lost.
Lack of fiscal stimulus

Economy faces and to put cherry on its top

Many noted economists have made it clear

the coronavirus pandemic has weakened

that India needs another round of fiscal

all sectors of the Indian economy since

stimulus to support growth. While the

April and a recovery seems unlikely this

government, at the start of the pandemic,

year. From contraction in growth to rising

announced a fiscal stimulus package of

inflation and unemployment, challenges

nearly Rs 21 lakh crore, most of it was
focused on bank credit for businesses.
30

Rising inflation
Rising inflation has complicated the
economic situation further. In July, retail
inflation rose to 6.93 per cent, way above
the RBI’s medium-term target of 4 per
cent.

report. The number of dollar millionaires
in India fell from 7,64,000 in 2019 to
6,98,000 solely because of the rupee's fall,
while their cumulative wealth stood at
USD 12.833 trillion, down USD 594
billion or 4.4 per cent from the previous
year, according to the report by Credit

Economists say it is an unusual situation

Suisse Research Institute. The country is

where prices of food items like vegetables,

home to just 1 per cent of the global rich,

pulses, meat and fish are on the rise

whose number rose by 5.2 million to 56.1

despite weak demand.

million in the COVID-hit year.

Surging coronavirus, lastly, made it all

However, the report expects the number of

worst.

millionaires in India to soar 81.8 per cent
to 1.3 million by 2025. Each adult Indian

WEALTH OF INDIA’S SUPER-RICH

was worth an average USD 14,252 in

SLIPS 4.4% IN 2020 DUE TO RUPEE

2020, which has been growing at an

FALL: REPORT..

average annual rate of 8.8 per cent from
2000 through 2020 as against the global

June 23

average of 4.8 per cent. There were 4,320
ultra-high networth individuals with net
worth exceeding USD 50 million. Reliance
Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani had
earned Rs 90 crore every hour or Rs
2,77,700 crore in 2020, taking his overall
wealth to Rs 6,58,400 crore, according to
the Hurun India Rich List. Adani Group
Chairman Gautam Adani's wealth jumped

In spite of Mukesh Ambani, Gautam

USD 16.2 billion in 2020 to USD 67.6

Adani, the Poonawallas and many other

billion as of mid-May, according to a

Indians seeing a jump in their net worth in

Bloomberg tally. Global wealth climbed

the pandemic-hit 2020, overall wealth of

by USD 28.7 trillion to USD 418.3 trillion,

the country's super-rich dipped 4.4 per cent

after losing USD 17.5 trillion in the market

to USD 12.83 trillion in the year due to the

rout in the first quarter, while the number

rupee's fall, and so did their tally, says a

of overall global millionaires jumped by
31

5.2 million to 56.1 million, as per the

Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 to

Credit Suisse report.

protect the interests of consumers as well
as tighten the regulatory regime. The
proposed rules, e-commerce companies

GOVERNMENT WILL NOT SEEK
DISCLOSURE

OF

FROM

FLASH

SALE

E-COMMERCE

COMPANIES..

will not be allowed to organise a flash sale
that allows sale of goods or services at
significantly reduced prices and high
discounts.

June 24

“Flash sale is not a normal discounted sale,
but refers to a specific sale. The customer
gets a very limited choice. So, ideally, its
name should be a back-to-back flash sale
or sales within a very short period of time.
These select sellers which are controlled
by the marketplace entity and are actually
making or taking advantage of...We are
not going to seek disclosure of flash sales.
If someone wants to complain, there

The government will not regulate or seek
disclosure related to flash sales organised
by

e-commerce

companies

on

their

platforms, a senior government official
said on Tuesday. While discount sales will
continue to benefit consumers, however,
‘fraudulent’ and ‘back-to-back’ flash sales
cannot take place, as they limit fair
competition in trade and make small
businesses uncompetitive, Nidhi Khare,
additional

secretary,

consumer

affairs

ministry said in a virtual press briefing.
The comments came in the backdrop of the
consumer affairs ministry proposing a slew
of amendments under the Consumer

should at least be a provision,” Khare said,
adding that often shell companies are
formed just to conduct flash sales. “We
will take action on fraudulent flash sales if
we receive any complaints or CCPA
(Central Consumer Protection Authority)
can take suo moto cognizance,” she added.
According to the proposed rules, the
consumer affairs ministry is planning fresh
guidelines for e-commerce companies,
including

appointment

of

a

chief

compliance officer, giving preference to
the sale of locally produced goods,
mandatory registration of e-tailers with the
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), among others. The
32

provision of mandatory registration for

Addressing the shareholders on the 44th

etailers with DPIIT is being proposed to

Annual General Meeting (AGM) virtually

encourage genuine entities to do business

for the second time in a row in view of the

and weed out fly-by-night operators. Khare

ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, Ambani also

further said that the consumer affairs

added that post-Covid situation, India’s

ministry

economic rebound will surprise the world.

consumer

is

looking

interests

at

safeguarding

pertaining

to

e-

commerce. “Now, this includes the right to

“It will be a Better India, a Resurgent
India, a more Equal India, and a far more

be protected against unfair trade practice

Self-Confident India,” RIL chairman said.

and also against misleading advertising. So

“I foresee that the Indian economy will

there are provisions in the Consumer
Protection Act, and very detailed punitive
action as well for ensuring that these rights
are not violated,” she said.

bounce back at a rate that will surprise the
world. Prosperity and opportunities will be
created for all on a scale never seen before.
Not for a few, but for all 1.35 billion
Indians,” Ambani added.

INDIA

WILL

CONQUER

COVID
He also thanked the Central and State

TIMES

Govts, shareholders, investors, lenders,
June 24

suppliers

and

customers

for

their

consistent and resolute support amid
Covid-19 pandemic.
Speaking at the AGM, Ambani said India
is destined to emerge as one of the top
three economies in world. “And as your
company in its Golden Decade transforms
itself as New Reliance, it is destined to
play a proud role in emergence of a New
Reliance

Industries

Limited

(RIL)

India,” he added

chairman Mukesh Ambani said that Post

Ambani also said that in last 10 years,

COVID, India will emerge stronger,

Reliance invested $90 billion in creating

adding that India will conquer COVID

substantial wealth for nation and value for

crisis sooner rather than later.

shareholders. “In the coming decade,
Reliance

has

capacity

to

catalyse
33

investments of over $200bn directly and

The

through partners,” he added.

receives a big 'moral' boost from the

These investments, Ambani added, will
create value on an exponential scale. They
will also create over 10 lakh new
employment

opportunities,

besides

fostering thousands of small and medium

oil-to-chemical

induction

a

Saudi

division

Aramco

representative since this indicates concrete
developments in the alliance with Aramco
announced two years ago. The connection
to the Saudi sovereign wealth fund is
worth

enterprises across the country.

of

(O2C)

noting.

The

Exploration

&

Production (E&P) division should start
RIL’S investment plans laid out at 44th

generating significant

AGM don’t seem excessive….

Production from the three deep gas wells

June 25

(two of which are already operational) will

revenues again.

generate enough gas to meet roughly 20
per cent of India’s domestic gas demand.
New Energy' initiative will revolve around
the creation of four “gigafactories”. This
will together entail Rs 60,000 crore in
investments over the next three years.
These will produce solar PV panels,
battery and storage solutions, electrolysers
for the production of green hydrogen, and
Mukesh Ambani announced a thrust into

fuel cells to convert said hydrogen into

green energy, and the launch of a new

energy.These are all high tech areas. There

affordable smartphone at the 44th annual

have

general meeting (AGM) of Reliance

breakthroughs. The New Energy division’s

Industries. He also inducted the Saudi

gigafactories should add scale. The details

Aramco

are

and

PIF

boss,

Yasir

Al-

been

not

continuous

clear,

however.

innovation

Technology

Rumayyan, on the board. There was more

induction and the ability to scale up viably

good news in that the partnership with BP

will be crucial to meet the typically

is producing gas from KG-D6 basin. Aside

ambitious targets.

from that, RIL will continue to expand its
retail footprint and Jio Platforms will
continue its push into 5G.
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MACRO-INDICATORS INCREASING

companies are lining up to get consumer to

THE HOPES

spend on it, by lining up sales.

June 25

Consumer goods sales increased by 1015% from the comparatively low sale in
the month of May, that observes to be 7080% high in the three weeks of June!
Smartphones were very high in sales it has
11 million units as compared to the 6
million units.
Food delivery was one of the segment
which took strong during these covid crisis

Business activities across sectors such as
Consumer goods, auto, electronics and
smartphones, e-commerce, hospitality and
real estate picked up in June over May,
amid falling infection rates and gradual

and rose very beautifully amidst this time!
IND-RA

LOWERS

FY22

GDP

GROWTH FORECAST TO 9.6% DUE
TO SCALE OF COVID 2.0….
June 26

lowering in restrictions of various parts!
Macro indicators such as e-way bill
generation bounced back in June to 33.7
million till June 20,or a daily average of
1.68 million compared to the 1.28 million
in May.
This can further increase hopes as we
observe vaccines increasing and also
increasing consumer sentiment.

India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has

With more than 80% of the automobile

said its earlier estimate of gross domestic

retail outlets are now operational, it is

product (GDP) growth at 10.1 per cent for

expected to rise to 75% from 28% of the

the current financial year (FY22) is

average of PV from the month of May!

unlikely to hold due to the speed and scale
of Covid 2.0. It now expects GDP growth

E-commerce

companies

higher

in the

sales

expect

coming

10%

to come in at 9.6 per cent in FY22. This is

month,
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however contingent upon India vaccinating
its entire adult population by December
31. Average daily vaccinations during June
1 to 20 totalled 32 lakh which rose to 87.3

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Peace talks in Qatar between the
Afghan government and the Taliban
have not made significant progress.

lakh on June 21. If the pace of vaccination
is maintained close to the June 21 level,

June 21

said Ind-Ra, then India will be able to
achieve the 9.6 per cent target.
In case the vaccination target gets delayed
by three months either due to slow pace of
vaccination or non-availability of vaccines,
then the FY22 GDP growth will slip
further down to 9.1 per cent." The Indian
economy was witnessing a consumption

U.S. President Joe Biden will meet

slowdown even before the Covid-19

Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani and

pandemic hit it. Private final consumption

the Chairman of its High Council for

expenditure (PFCE) growth declined to 2
per cent in 4Q FY20 from 11.2 per cent in
3Q FY17. Covid 1.0 aggravated it as the
lockdown had a telling impact on jobs,
livelihoods and household budget. PFCE
collapsed to negative 26.2 per cent in 1Q
FY21. Since then it has recovered and Ind-

National

Reconciliation,

Abdullah

Abdullah, at the White House on Friday,
Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Sunday
in a statement released by the White
House. The visit comes after the U.S.
began

withdrawing

its

troops

from

Afghanistan, a process that began on May

Ra expects to gather pace this fiscal.

1 and is expected to be completed by

However, it has received push back from

September 11, the 20-year anniversary of

Covid 2.0.

the World Trade Center terror attacks in
New York City.
“The United States is committed to
supporting the Afghan people by providing
diplomatic, economic, and humanitarian
assistance to support the Afghan people,
including

Afghan

women,

girls

and

minorities,” Ms. Psaki said on Sunday.
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Peace talks in Qatar between the Afghan

off the 7th International Yoga Day

government and the Taliban have not made

celebrations in the country.

significant progress. The Taliban said on

India's Ambassador to the US, Taranjit

Sunday that it was committed to peace

Singh Sandhu, on Sunday participated in

talks and wanted a “genuine Islamic

the yoga protocol session at the Indian

system” in the country and that it would

House here which was attended by

“accommodate” the

–

embassy officials in-person, while a large

including women – in line with that

number of people across the US joined the

system.

event virtually through Zoom and the

rights

of all

However, violence has continued to rock
the country, with the Taliban claiming to
have captured over 40 districts, as per

embassy's

social

Welcoming

the

media

handles.

participants,

Sandhu

stressed on "yoga's potential to provide
both health and happiness by improving

reports.

the physical and mental wellbeing of the
Yoga can improve both physical &

people, especially given the impact of the

mental health during Covid, says Indian

global pandemic," the Indian Embassy

envoy as US celebrates Yoga Day

here said in a press release.
He also noted that India and the US have

June 21

stood shoulder to shoulder with each other
in fighting the pandemic, it said.

This year's theme for the event is "Yoga
for Wellness".
All the five Consulates of India in the US - in New York, Chicago, Houston, Atlanta
and San Francisco -- are also holding
WASHINGTON: Yoga has the potential to

various

provide both health and happiness by

International Yoga Day.

improving

mental

In New York, the Consulate partnered with

wellbeing of the people, especially given

Times Square Alliance to host celebrations

the impact of the global pandemic, India's

at the iconic Times Square, attended by

top diplomat in the US has said, kicking

more than 3000 people. In keeping with

the

physical

and

programmes

to

mark

the
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the International Day of Yoga (IDY) 2021

June

21, the

theme, the event showcased holistic health.

longest

The Indian community in New Jersey led

International Yoga Day worldwide after

the Yoga Day celebrations at the Liberty

the United Nations General Assembly

State Park. In Chicago, the Consulate

adopted in 2014 a proposal mooted by

commemorated IDY 2021 in Grant Park in

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

day,

Northern Hemisphere's
is

celebrated

as

the

partnership with yoga organisations in the
Midwest

region,

wherein

there

was

3-layer RT-PCR testing, vaccination

enthusiastic participation in virtual and in-

mandatory: Dubai’s new rules for

person modes.

Indian travellers

Meditation, with the support of the

June 22

Consulate General of India in Atlanta, is
organising International YogaCon USA
2021 with "unprecedented response", the
press release said. The Consulate also held
events in Florida and Puerto Rico to mark
the Day.
The Consulate General of India, Houston
held yoga events at Buffalo Bayou Park,

The Delta variant of Covid-19 has now

Houston and at River Walk in partnership

been detected in several GCC countries.

with the City of San Antonio.

As a result, the UAE government is taking

In San Francisco, Consulate is holding

a cautious approach by adopting a slew of

Yoga Day celebrations at the Palace of

measures to winnow out the mutated strain

Fine arts, besides Distinguished Speaker

of the virus.

sessions by Vivekananda Yoga University

Emirates Airlines will begin accepting

in Los Angeles and Yoga quiz on FM

Dubai-bound passengers from India (File

radio.

photo)

Across the US, the Yoga Day celebrations

The UAE government has put in place a

are being held with the active participation

slew of measures, including three-layer

and support of American people, including

RT-PCR testing, to keep the new Delta

community

variant from permeating the Gulf country

organisations

enthusiasts, the release said.

and

yoga

by way of incoming travellers.
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Starting June 23, inbound passengers from

negative test certificate from a PCR test

South Africa, Nigeria, and India will be

taken 48 hours before departure. Transit

subject to these updated travel protocols

passengers should comply with entry

announced by the Supreme Committee of

protocols of final destinations.

Crisis and Disaster Management in Dubai.

RULES

First identified in India, the Delta variant

TRAVELING FROM INDIA

of Covid-19 has now been detected in

Entry will be permitted to residents who

many other GCC countries. As a result, the

have received two doses of UAE-approved

UAE government is taking a cautious

vaccines.

approach by adopting three layers of PCR

All travellers are also required to present a

testing before and at the time of landing in

negative Covid-19 test result taken within

Dubai to winnow out the mutated strain of

48 hours before departure; UAE citizens

the virus.

are exempted.

Taking to India Today Dr Sunil Vyas,

Only QR coded PCR test result certificates

Pulmonology (Specialist), Aster Hospital,

are accepted.

Dubai said, “We are fully prepared and

All passengers must take a rapid PCR test

taking every precaution required to ensure

4 hours prior to the flight departure.

that Delta variants should not get a chance

All passengers must undergo a PCR test on

to enter Dubai with incoming passengers.

arrival at Dubai Airport.

Multi-layer testing and vaccination will

Passengers should undergo institutional

definitely help us to stop the outbreak of

quarantine until they receive their PCR test

coronavirus in Dubai again.”

result, which is expected within 24 hours.

The UAE’s flagship carrier Emirates

UAE citizens and diplomats are exempted.

Airlines has confirmed it will begin

The updated travel protocols are part of a

accepting Dubai-bound passengers from

regular process of revising and optimizing

India, in accordance with the new travel

precautionary measures based on the latest

protocols.

local,

Regarding

travel

only

and

international

said

passengers with a valid residence visa who

Committee

Crisis

have received two doses of a UAE-

Management.

approved

Anticipating an increase in the number of

Oxford-AstraZeneca

India,

regional,

PASSENGERS

developments,

vaccine

from

FOR

(Pfizer-BionNTech,
or

of

the
and

Supreme
Disaster

Covishield,

flights, the Dubai International Airport

Sinopharm and Sputnik), are allowed to

will be reopening Terminal 1 on Thursday,

travel to Dubai. They should also present a
39

after a 15-month closure due to the Covid-

Why India inked a tax information pact

19 pandemic.

with Caribbean nation of St Vincent
and The Grenadines

The blast took place at a police picket
outside Saeed's residence at the BOR

June 23

Society in Jauhar Town.
June 23

There was no such agreement with Saint
Vincent and The Grenadines in the past
A powerful car bomb went off outside the

and India was negotiating this agreement

house of Mumbai terror attack mastermind

for a long time

and banned Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief

Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister

Hafiz Saeed here on Wednesday, killing at

Narendra Modi on Wednesday approved

least three people and injuring over 20

an agreement between India and Saint

others, police said.

Vincent and The Grenadines for the

The blast took place at a police picket
outside Saeed's residence at the BOR
Society in Jauhar Town.

exchange of information and assistance in
collection with respect to taxes.
It is important because
The agreement between India and Saint

Inspector General of Police (Punjab) Inam

Vincent and The Grenadines will help in

Ghani said there could have been a "major

facilitating the exchange of information

loss" had there been no police picket

between the two countries including

outside the house of the high-profile

sharing of information held by the banks

personality, referring to Saeed.

and

He said three persons were killed in the car

encompassing the information regarding

bomb blast while more than 20 others were

the legal and beneficial ownership. It will

injured.

assist in the collection of the tax claims
between

other

the

financial

two

institutions

countries.

It

will

strengthen India's commitment to fighting
40

offshore tax evasion and tax avoidance

Grenadines, a group of 32 smaller islands

practices leading to the generation of

and cays (low banks of coral or rock) to

unaccounted black money.

the south. It lies in the eastern Caribbean

Details of the agreement

Sea. The southern Grenadines are part of

• This is a new agreement between India

Grenada. St Vincent and The Grenadines

and Saint Vincent and The Grenadines and

is volcanic and had a population of

there was no such agreement in the past

110,000 in 2018. The country has an area

between the two countries.

of 390 square kilometres and Kingstown is

• The agreement mainly proposes to

its capital. It joined the Commonwealth in

facilitate the exchange of information

1979 after it got independence from

between the two countries and to provide

Britain.

assistance to each other in the collection of

La Soufriere, which is the highest point in

tax claims.

the country at 1,234 metres on the island

•

The

agreement

examination

abroad

also

contains

provisions

tax

of Saint Vincent, is also an active volcano

that

and last erupted in 1979.

provide that a country may allow the

The European Union calls the poorest

representatives of the other country to

country in the Eastern Caribbean and says

enter its territory (to the extent permitted

that it suffers from high unemployment,

under its domestic laws) to interview

especially among women and young

individuals and examine records for tax

people. Its major economic activities are

purposes.

tourism and agriculture, primarily banana

There was no such agreement with Saint

production.

Vincent and The Grenadines in the past
and India was negotiating this agreement
for a long time. Finally, Saint Vincent and
The Grenadines agreed to conclude this
agreement with India which will promote
tax cooperation between the two countries
through the exchange of information and
assistance in the collection of outstanding
tax claims between the two countries.
According to The Commonwealth, St
Vincent and The Grenadines is made up of
the island of St Vincent and the northern
41

attorney

Indian-American attorney and activist

Kiran Ahuja to head US Office of

Kiran Ahuja was on Tuesday elected as the

Personnel

head

Management

Management,

Abroad

Indian-American

of

the

Office
a

of

federal

Personnel
department

responsible for managing and hiring civil
June 24

servants in the US. Ahuja, 49, will be the
first Indian-American to serve in this top
position in the US government.

Ahuja was nominated for the top post by
US President Joe Biden in February this
year. She was elected after Vice President
Kamala Harris decided to vote in her
favour in a tie-breaking vote on Tuesday.
Indian-American attorney Kiran Ahuja to
head US Office of Personnel Management
Indian-American

attorney

and

The bitterly divided US Senate had
voted 50-50 on the nomination of

rights

Ahuja, with Republicans united in her

activist Kiran Ahuja was on Tuesday

opposition. The US vice president has

elected as the head of the Office of

the right to cast a tie-breaker vote if the

Personnel Management.

Senate casts equal votes on a matter.

She was elected after Vice President

This is the sixth time this year that

Kamala Harris decided to vote in her

Harris has voted in tie-breaking. Kiran

favour in a tie-breaking vote in the Senate.

Ahuja
Born on June 17, 1971, Kiran Ahuja grew

Indian-American attorney Kiran

up in Savannah, Georgia and earned a

Ahuja to head US Office of

bachelor’s degree in political science from

Personnel

Spelman College and a law degree from

Management

Kiran

Ahuja spent six years as executive

the University of Georgia.

director

House

During the Obama-Biden Administration,

Initiative on Asian Americans and

she spent six years as executive director of

Pacific

the White House Initiative on Asian

of

the

Islanders

White

during

Obama-Biden Administration.

the

Americans and Pacific Islanders, leading
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efforts to increase access to federal

outspoken favour of abortion and critical

services, resources and programs for

race theory.

underserved Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders (AAPIs).

Critical race theory holds that racism is an

She also served as the Chief of Staff to the

everyday experience for most people of

Director of the US Office of Personnel

colour in the US and the law and legal

Management from 2015 to 2017.

institutions in the country function to
create and maintain inequalities between

On her selection, Senator Dianne Feinstein

whites and non-whites

said Kiran Ahuja has more than two
decades of experience in public service

“I’m

and philanthropy. “She has a breadth of

government’s HR director, Ms Ahuja

knowledge and experience that will serve

could use her platform to promote radical

her well in the role,” PTI quoted her as

ideologies that seek to divide rather than

saying.

unite the American people,” Republican

“In particular, I’m looking forward to

Senator Josh Hawley of Missouri was

working with her to resolve a critical pay

concerned

that

as the

federal

quoted as saying by The New York Times.

disparity issue between state and federal

“She wrote that we must free the nation

wildland

from the daily trials of white supremacy,”

firefighters.

State

firefighter

salaries can be as much as double that of

Hawley

their

it

appears to have become the animating

difficult to hire and retain skilled federal

ideology of this administration, and that is

wildland firefighters,” she added.

cause for great concern,” Hawley was

federal counterparts,

Senator

Raphael

making

Warnock

said,

continued.

“Critical

theory

quoted as saying by The Washington Post.

“Throughout her career, Kiran Ahuja has

His remark was about a post written by

built a tremendous record of championing

Kiran Ahuja on the website of her

federal personnel matters and remains a

organisation Philanthropy Northwest in

strong advocate for women of color."

June 2020, following the killing of George
Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer.

Republican objection
The Republicans objected to Kiran Ahuja's

“You can’t be a true ally to Black

appointment to the Office of Personnel

communities until you take it upon

Management

yourself to understand our racialized

on two

factors

--

her
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history in its most intimate and heinous

The 435.5-km Lhasa-Nyingchi section of

forms,” she wrote. “And learn, as I did,

the Sichuan-Tibet Railway has been

that all forms of discrimination flow from

inaugurated ahead of the centenary

the subjugation of Black and Indigenous

celebrations of the ruling party.

people.”
June 25
Another

Republican,

Senator

James

Lankford, said he did not believe the head
of HR of the federal government should be
so outspoken in favour of abortion and
pushing the need for critical race theory
training.
In a press statement, he said, “OPM has
been plagued with paperwork backlogs,

China on Friday operationalised its first

survivor benefit delays, cyber-security

fully electrified bullet train in the remote

issues, and more. The leader of OPM

Himalayan region of Tibet, connecting the

should focus on addressing those issues,

provincial capital Lhasa and Nyingchi, a

not divisive social justice policies and

strategically located Tibetan border town

abortion."

close to Arunachal Pradesh.

Many see the Biden administration's

The 435.5-km Lhasa-Nyingchi section of

decision to appoint Kiran Ahuja at OPM as

the Sichuan-Tibet

a move to diversify the civil service in the

inaugurated

country.

celebrations of the ruling Communist Party

Railway has been

ahead

of

the

centenary

of China (CPC) on July 1.
The first electrified railway in Tibet
Autonomous Region opened on Friday
morning, linking Lhasa with Nyingchi as
“Fuxing”

bullet

trains

enter

official

operation on the plateau region, staterun Xinhua news agency reported.
The Sichuan-Tibet Railway will be the
second railway into Tibet

after the
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Qinghai-Tibet Railway. It will go through

and offering safe havens to militants, a

the southeast of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau,

thinly-veiled reference to Pakistan.

one of the world’s most geologically active

In his opening remarks to the virtual high-

areas.

level side event ‘Countering Financing of

India victim of cross-border terrorism,
some countries offering safe havens to
terrorists:

Terrorism

in

the

Post

Covid-19

Landscape’ during the 2nd CounterTerrorism

Week,

India’s

Permanent

Representative to the UN Ambassador T S
June 26

Tirumurti

has

terrorists

from

said

that

preventing

accessing

financial

resources is crucial to successfully counter
the threat of terrorism.
“India has been a victim of terrorism,
particularly cross-border terrorism, over
the last several decades,” Tirumurti said
Friday.
India

toIndia

victim of cross-border

Forced conversions a daily phenomenon in

terrorism, some countries offering safe

Pakistan, India tells UNHRC

havens to terrorists: India to UN

Forced conversions a daily phenomenon in

At a side event during the 2nd Counter-

Pakistan, India tells UNHRC

Terrorism Week, India’s representative to

‘If Taliban, why not Pakistan’: Mehbooba

the UN T S Tirumurti said that India is a

Mufti bats for talks with Islamabad ahead

victim of cross-border terrorism. He also

of PM Modi meet

said that some countries are guilty of

‘If Taliban, why not Pakistan’: Mehbooba

offering safe havens to terrorists.

Mufti bats for talks with Islamabad ahead

At a side event during the 2nd Counter-

of PM Modi meet

Terrorism Week, India’s T S Tirumurti

"COUNTRIES AIDING TERRORISM"

said that India is a victim of cross-border

He noted that while some states lack the

terrorism.

legal-operational

India has told the UN that it has been a

necessary capacities for countering the

victim of terrorism, especially from across

financing of terrorism, “there are other

the border, over the last several decades

States that are clearly guilty of aiding and

and that there are countries “clearly guilty”

supporting

frameworks

terrorism,

and

and

wilfully

of aiding, supporting terrorist activities
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providing financial assistance and safe
havens to terrorists.
While we must enhance capacities of the
former, the international community must
collectively call out the latter and hold
them accountable.”
The remarks appeared to be an apparent
reference to Pakistan.

Madhya

Pradesh

vaccinate

10

lakh

Government
people

in

to
its

Mahaabhiyaan.
June 21

The 7th International Yoga Day will be
commemorated today by the Madhya

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION
Tirumurti also emphasised the need for
international

NATIONAL NEWS

collaboration

to

counter

financing terrorism, support and strengthen

Pradesh Government by launching a
massive vaccination campaign against the
coronavirus infection. 7,000 vaccination
centers will be set up across the state as

the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

part

and provide greater funding to UN

Mahaabhiyaan”, to immunize over 10 lakh

Counter-Terrorism architecture.

the Permanent Mission of France, UN
Office of Drugs and Crime, UN Office of

Council

and

the

Counter-Terrorism

Security
Committee

Executive Directorate.
“Terrorist organisations have also begun to
the

anonymity

afforded

by

blockchain technology for fundraising and
finances,” he said adding that as part of the
National Risk Assessment (NRA), an NPO
Risk Assessment in 2020 and 2021 was
conducted.
"Identifying linkages between various
individuals, NPOs and terrorist outfits
active in the region have been given due
weightage,” he said.

“Covid-19

Vaccination

For the task of informing the public about
the

importance

of

vaccination

and

directing them to the vaccination centers,
one lakh volunteers have been assigned.
The volunteers have been appointed to
conduct outreach programs at the villages

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

exploit

its

beneficiaries.

India co-hosted the side-event along with

Counter-Terrorism

of

and ward levels to increase participation in
the massive vaccination drive.
Hourly progress reports will be recorded as
part of this campaign. Transportation to
the vaccination centers has also been
arranged for elderly and disabled people.
A

separate

control

room

has

been

established in each district to monitor this
vaccination drive.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
following Pitambara Maa's darshan in
Datia,

will

launch

the

vaccination
46

campaign and present the beneficiaries

Territory convened by Prime Minister

with a resolution.

Narendra Modi on June 24.

In Bhopal's Anna Nagar,
minister

will

also

The chief

conduct

public

vaccination awareness before visiting a
village in the Sehore district to assess

This meeting is a part of the Centre's
initiatives to strengthen political processes,
comprising holding assembly elections, in
Jammu and Kashmir.

vaccination coverage.
Former Prime Minister Manmohan

National Conference (NC) leader Omar

Singh to meet Congress committee on

Abdullah has verified that his party has

J&K.

received a formal invite for the meeting
while People's Democratic Party (PDP)

June 22

chief Mehbooba Mufti has also said that
she had received a call regarding PM
Modi's meeting and is expecting a formal
invitation.
On Saturday invitations were sent to 14
political leaders from Jammu and Kashmir,
including four former chief ministers, for

A meeting of the Congress committee on

participation in a high-level meeting.

Jammu and Kashmir affairs will be chaired

This will be the Prime Minister’s first

today virtually by the former Prime

interaction with all the political parties of

Minister

Senior

Jammu and Kashmir since August 5, 2019,

Congress leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad,

when the Centre abolished the state's

Karan Singh, P Chidambaram, and the

special status and bifurcated it into union

party's Jammu and Kashmir unit chief

territories.

Manmohan

Singh.

Ghulam Ahmad Mir will be attending the
meeting. The meeting is anticipated to
discuss Congress' stand on various issues
in regards to the issue of Jammu &
Kashmir.
The meeting assumes importance as it
takes place before an all-party meeting of
the political parties from the Union
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‘In spirit of Centre-State bhagidari’:

Bharat

PM

economic

borrowing for state governments, allowing

response to Covid-19 not a ‘one-size fits

an extra 2 per cent of GSDP. One per cent

all’ model

of this was made conditional on the

Modi

says

India’s

package,

implementation

June 22

of

which

increased

certain

economic

reforms.
“This nudge for reform is rare in Indian
public

finance.

incentivising

This

the

was

states

a

nudge,

to

adopt

progressive policies to avail additional
funds,” PM Modi wrote.
These reforms included the ‘One Nation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in a

One Ration Card’ policy that links the

blog on Tuesday that India’s economic

ration cards with the holder’s Aadhar

response to the Covid-19 pandemic did not

number, which according to the prime

follow a ‘one size fits all’ model, in line

minister,

with the spirit of federalism.

workers. 17 states were granted additional

“For a federal country of continental
dimensions, finding policy instruments at

majorly

benefited

migrant

borrowings amounting to Rs 37,600 crores
for completing this reform.

the national level to promote reforms by

Another

State Governments is indeed challenging.

business-related licences under 7 Acts to

But, we had faith in the robustness of our

be made automatic, online and non-

federal polity and we moved ahead in the

discretionary on mere payment of fees to

spirit

bhagidari

save MSEs from “Inspector Raj.” The blog

(partnership),” the prime minister wrote in

details that 20 states have implemented the

a blogpost, titled “Reforms by Conviction

reform and

and Incentives”

borrowing of Rs 39,521 crores.

He stated that despite the challenge of

The third and fourth reforms included

raising resources for public welfare amid a

notifying floor rates of property tax, which

pandemic, the states “were able to raise an

was implemented by 11 states, and the

extra Rs 1.06 lakh crore in 2020-21.” This

introduction of Direct Benefit Transfer

of

Centre-State

reform required

were

renewal of

allowed

additional

was thanks to the Centre’s Aatmanirbhar
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(DBT) in lieu of free electricity supply to

the cement factory if the callers were not

farmers.

given a ransom of Rs 50 lakh after which

“Overall, 23 states availed of additional

the pipe bombs were discovered.

borrowings of Rs 1.06 lakh crores out of a

The Thaazhiyoothu police immediately

potential of Rs 2.14 lakh crores. As a

reached the spot and conducted a thorough

result, the aggregate borrowing permission

check with the help of Bomb Detection

granted to states for 2020-21 (conditional

and Disposable Squad after the company

and unconditional) was 4.5% of the

management informed the police about the

initially estimated GSDP,” the blog states.

threat calls, and found the two pipe bombs.

PM Modi went on to state that the
implementation of the reforms was a
“pleasant departure from the past”, when
“schemes

and

reforms

remain

un-

operational often for years” for various

Police suspect this to be the handiwork of
a few eliminated employees of the cement
factory. Following Covid-19 restrictions,
the cement factory had to stop keeping on
the services of a few hundred contract
employees.

reasons.
Pipe Bombs found in Tirunelveli cement

"Police

are

conducting

an

open

investigation. We are not leaving out any

factory in Tamil Nadu

aspects and will soon bring the culprits to

June 23

book."

Tirunelveli

Superintendent

of

Police, Manivannan, who reached the spot
in the night, told IANS.
Central Intelligence agencies have started
an investigation. The agencies are mainly
focusing on the source of these pipe
On Wednesday morning, the Tamil Nadu

bombs.

Police found two 'pipe bombs' in a cement
factory in Tirunelveli. The southern part of
the state, Tirunelveli is tense after the
detection by the police and the Bomb
Detection and Disposable squad.
The

cement

factory

administration

received a telephone call that devised
explosives would go off at five places in
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“No evidence that delta plus variant will

institute has sequenced more than 3,500

cause third wave”, says Dr Anurag

samples from Maharashtra in the month of

Agarwal

June, covering samples from April and
May. It can be seen that these (Delta Plus

June 24

variants) are very much there. But these
would comprise less than one per cent."
Agarwal also proclaimed that we must be
concerned about the second wave not
ending, before we worry about the third
wave.
he Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,

As India recorded around 40 Delta Plus

on Tuesday, termed Delta Plus a 'Variant

variant cases, assumptions have become

of Concern'. The union ministry also

rife of the new COVID-19 strain causing a

issued an advisory and alerted three states

third coronavirus wave. However, India's

-

top genome sequencer has refuted this

Pradesh after specific districts reported

concerns.

few cases.

Dr Anurag Agarwal, Director of the

After Supreme Court's oxygen audit

Institute of Genomics and Integrative

committee report, BJP demands Arvind

Biology (IGIB),

Kejriwal's apology

NDTV,

in an interview with

said that there is no indication

Maharashtra,

Kerala

and

Madhya

June 25

that Delta Plus variant, which has been
named as ‘variant of concern’, will cause a
third wave. He also stressed that there is
no reason for people to panic right now.
He was quoted, “At this point, there is no
evidence to suggest that Delta Plus...has
anything to do with a possible third wave,"

After a Supreme Court panel report said it
exaggerated the city's oxygen requirement

Agarwal, allaying fears over the new

at the peak of the Covid-19 crisis, the

coronavirus strain, has added that his

Delhi government came under Opposition
50

fire. The oxygen audit committee set up by

From July 1 as Uttarakhand has allowed

the Supreme Court during the second wave

state residents to undertake the Char Dham

of Covid-19 has surmised that the Delhi

Yatra, during the COVID-19 pandemic,

government wanted four times more

the state government will be publishing

oxygen then what was required.

guidelines for the pilgrimage for people

Delhi needed about 300 metric tonnes of

from three districts.

oxygen at that time, but the government

These

raised the demand to 1200 metric tonnes,

Uttarkashi, and Rudraprayag as informed

according to the audit report,

by the Government spokesperson Subodh

Opposition parties

blamed

the

AAP

three

districts

are

Chamoli,

Uniyal.

government for politicizing the pandemic

Uniyal also cited that the state government

and playing on the fears of the people.

will take all necessary steps to follow

“SC oxygen audit team finds Delhi Govt

COVID-19 protocols, and will make sure

increased oxygen need by 4 times during

that priests are vaccinated against COVID-

peak & affected supply to 12 high caseload

19.

states. Hope accountability is fixed for

Badrinath, Kedarnath, Yamunotri, and

disrupting oxygen supply across India”,

Gangotri are the four pilgrimage sites in

Union Minister of Railways Piyush Goyal

Uttarakhand

said.

Cabinet

BJP MP Gautam Gambhir and many

Chardham yatra for locals in limited

others also reflected in and demanded an

numbers from July 1. The yatra will be

apology from Chief Minister Arvind

opened

Kejriwal.

Uttarkashi, and Rudraprayag districts with

This comes after the State

decided to

for

partly open the

residents

of

Chamoli,

a limited number of pilgrims visiting the
Chardham Yatra guidelines to be issued

temples daily.

by Uttarakhand for pilgrims from 3

Bringing

districts

Antigen test report will be compulsory for

June 26

every pilgrim. Also, the standard operating

a

negative

RT-PCR/Rapid

procedure (SOPs) to be followed by
pilgrims while visiting the temples will be
issued separately.
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yet the farmers continue to be fearless and

Only way to end farmers’ protest is govt

true,” he said in a tweet in Hindi, using the

withdrawing farm laws: Congress

hashtag
“#500DeathsAtFarmersProtest”.Congress

June 21

chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala
said the protesting farmers are not begging
but are seeking their rights and the
government should shed its stubbornness
and agree to their demands. “The farmers
are not begging and don’t want alms, they
want justice. Farmers don’t want ego, they
want their rights. Come down from the
throne of pride, give up your stubbornness
and the only way is to withdraw the three

SYNOPSIS:
The only way to end the ongoing farmers’

black laws,” he said on Twitter.

protest is to withdraw the three contentious

As Centre begins free vaccination for all

farm laws, Congress said on Wednesday

against Covid, Nadda has a question for

and asked the government

Oppn

to

shed

stubbornness and accede to the demand.
21 June

NEWS:
The only way to end the ongoing farmers’
protest is to withdraw the three contentious
farm laws, Congress said on Wednesday
and asked the government

to

shed

stubbornness and accede to the demand.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi stood in
support of the farmers who have been
agitating against the Centre’s farm laws for
over six months now and said they have
died fearlessly defending their farms and
the country. “Farmers have died while
defending their farms and the country. And

“Firstly, it was said that there will be
hesitancy in taking the Covid-19 vaccine
and the medical trials haven’t been
completed. Some politicians even said
52

people should be treated as guinea pigs or

Nadda pointed out an attempt was made to

rats. What kind of language is this?”

malign the vaccination drive but despite
this, 1.3 billion citizens of the country

Nadda said while speaking to reporters

came forward to get inoculated against the

after paying a visit to the vaccination

viral disease on the call of Prime Minister

centre in Delhi’s Dr Ram Manohar Lohia

Narendra Modi.

Hospital.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national

“I want to ask a question to those

president JP Nadda said on Monday that

politicians who called themselves guinea

the issue of Covid-19 vaccine was heavily

pigs. Today, they are getting themselves

politicised by the opposition parties,

vaccinated. So what happened to them?

adding the ongoing vaccination drive in

These people left no stone unturned in

India is the fastest and the largest globally.

politicising such a holy initiative,” the BJP
president told reporters.

“Firstly, it was said that there will be
hesitancy in taking the Covid-19 vaccine

Several leaders of opposition parties

and the medical trials haven’t been

including the likes of Samajwadi Party

completed. Some politicians even said

chief Akhilesh Yadav and Congress leader

people should be treated as guinea pigs or

Rahul Gandhi have heavily criticised the

rats. What kind of language is this?”

Centre over its vaccination policy.

Nadda said while speaking to reporters
after paying a visit to the vaccination

Akhilesh Yadav, who said in January that

centre in Delhi’s Dr Ram Manohar Lohia

he won’t vaccinate himself, took a U-Turn

Hospital.

and announced on June 8 that he will take
a jab against the viral disease. “Seeing the

His reference to the phrase ‘guinea pigs’

public outrage, the government instead of

can be seen as an indirect attack at senior

politicising the corona vaccine announced

Congress leader Digvijaya Singh, who said

that it would give the vaccines doses. We

in December last year that India should not

were against the BJP’s vaccine but

be made an experiment lab and the citizens

welcome the vaccine of the Government of

should not be made guinea pigs for

India. I will also get vaccinated. I appeal to

vaccine trials.

those who could not get vaccinated for the
lack of vaccines to do so,” Yadav tweeted.
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Rahul Gandhi, who has been the strongest
critic of the Centre’s Covid-19 response,
targeted the Centre on June 16 over its
decision to extend the gap between two
doses of Covishield from 12 to 16 weeks.
In May, the Congress leader said if
vaccination continues at the present pace,
the

entire

population

will

be

NEWS:

only
The Supreme Court today dismissed

inoculated by 2024.

petitions challenging the CBSE and ICSE
Meanwhile, according to the Union health
ministry, 280,036,898 people have been
vaccinated till now of which 3,039,996
were inoculated in the last 24 hours. On
Monday, the Centre started inoculating
everyone above the age of 18 free of cost

decision to cancel examinations and also
gave a go-ahead to the assessment scheme
brought out by the Boards to evaluate the
students’ examination pattern. “Board has
taken a conscious decision at the highest
level and taken on larger public interest.
We are not going to sit in judgment over

at all government vaccination centres.

it,” the Apex Court observed. A parents’
association and students flagged several
concerns with regard to the CBSE and

SC

dismisses

plea

challenging

ICSE schemes for evaluation for Class 12

cancellation of CBSE, ICSE class 12

results and said that many clauses are

exams:

arbitrary and would be detrimental to

June 22

future prospects of the students. The plea
stated that CBSE’s decision amounts to

SYNOPSIS:

unequal treatment to private/ patrachar/ 2nd

A Bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar and

chance compartment candidates of Class

Dinesh Maheshwarialso

all

10 and 12 since board exams for regular

challenges mounted to the assessment

students have been cancelled by CBSE. A

policies framed by the CBSE and ICSE to

Bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar and

compute marks for class 12 students in

Dinesh Maheshwarialso

view of cancellation of exams.

challenges mounted to the assessment

dismissed

dismissed

all

policies framed by the CBSE and ICSE to
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compute marks for class 12 students in

Kumar arrived in the national capital on

view of cancellation of exams. The Central

Tuesday. He, however, downplayed the

Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)

reports linking his visit to the possible

and the Council for the Indian School

cabinet expansion. "I have no reaction to

Certificate Examinations (CISCE) had

this. It is their internal matter," the JD(U)

responded today in the Supreme Court of

leader said, adding that he is in Delhi for

India to concerns raised by some students

eye checkup.

and parents on their evaluation schemes.
Kumar said the expansion of cabinet is the
Nitish Kumar may meet PM Modi today
amid buzz around cabinet reshuffle

privilege of the prime minister, and there is
no issue over it.

June 23
The JD(U) had decided to stay out of the
Union Cabinet in 2019, when Modi-led
National Democratic

Alliance

(NDA)

government began its second term. Kumar
had decided against having a symbolic
representation in the cabinet with just one
minister and demanded that it would have
been better had all NDA allies got
proportional representation.

The JD(U) has 16 Lok Sabha members,
but the BJP had offered it just one berth.
Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar is
expected to meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday amidst speculations
around expansion of the Union cabinet and
long-awaited

Janata

Dal

(United)

This time, there is expectation that the
JD(U) will get more berths, considering
the growing expectation within the party
and BJP not in a position to upset its
crucial ally at this stage.

representation in it. Other issues like
Bihar’s battle with the Covid-19 pandemic
and floods are also likely to be addressed
in the talks.

JD(U) president RCP Singh has already
said that the party should get respectable
representation in the Union cabinet and
that the party should be consulted in this
55

regard. “JD-U is part of the NDA and the

Holding elections priority, PM Modi tells

allies should get respect in a coalition,” he

J&K leaders at all-party meet

had said just a few days ago.

June 24

There is also the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
factor. Kumar may not prefer Chirag
Paswan, who has been openly critical of
the Bihar chief minister. The JD(U) leader
is still upset with Paswan for reducing his
party to third position in Bihar polls by
fielding candidates against it.

Prime

Minister Narendra

Thursday

held

over

Modi on

three-hour-long

A senior JD(U) leader told Hindustan

discussions with 14 political leaders from

Times on condition of anonymity that the

Jammu & Kashmir to chalk out the future

party is expecting a better share as the BJP

course of action in the erstwhile state.

would like the infighting within the LJP to

The crucial meeting, the first such outreach

settle before inducting anyone from the

by the government since the abrogation of

party.

J&K's special status in August 2019, was
also attended by Union home minister Amit

This wil be Kumar's second meeting with

Shah,

PM Modi after he took over as chief

Doval and Lieutenant Governor of Jammu

minister last year. Kumar had last met the

and Kashmir Manoj Sinha.

National

Security

Advisor Ajit

Prime Minister in February this year, when
he had backed the farm laws, describing

While the PM said the Centre is committed

them in the interest of farmers in the face

to democratic process in the Union

of protests by the farmers’ bodies.

Territory, the J&K leaders demanded
immediate restoration of statehood.

'Elections

can

happen

soon

after

delimitation'
Giving details about the discussions, the
government sources said that PM Modi
patiently heard out suggestions and inputs
56

from

all

participants

and

expressed

happiness that everyone shared their frank

Speaking about the meeting, the junior

and honest views.

Abdullah told reporters that whatever
happened in August 2019 is not acceptable

The sources said that it was discussed that

and his party will fight the issue in the

elections in J&K can happen soon after the

court.

delimitation process and that most of the
participants expressed willingness for it.

NC chief Farooq Abdullah said that
restoration of the statehood would be the

"It was an open discussion which revolved

first

around

Centre's

building

Kashmir,"

a

better

future

they

for

trust-building

exercise

from the
side.

said.

Echoing the NC view, PDP chief and

Sources said the main focus of the meeting

former CM Mehbooba Mufti said that the

was to strengthen the democratic process.

"unconstitutional and illegal" scrapping of
Article 370 is not acceptable to the people

"PM Modi said that we are fully committed

of J&K.

to the democratic process in J&K. He
stressed that the holding assembly elections

"People of J&K are angry and humiliated

just like the successful conduct of DDC

since

elections is a priority," they said.

constitutionally,

August

2019

...

we

democratically

will
and

peacefully struggle for the restoration of
"PM said that he wants to remove Dilli ki

special status, which was granted to us by

Duri as well as Dil Ki Duri," the sources

former PM Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar

said.

Vallabhbhai

PM said that even one death in J&K is

She said that if the removal of Article 370

painful and it is our collective duty to

was part of the Modi government's agenda,

protect our younger generation.

the Centre should have at least convened

Patel,"

she

said.

the J&K assembly instead of doing it in an
'Scrapping of Article 370 unacceptable'

"illegal

manner".

National Conference (NC) leader Omar

We want to restore it (special status)

Abdullah said that his party told PM Modi

constitutionally and legally, she said.

that the trust between the Centre and state
was broken with the scrapping of Article

J&K Apni Party leader Altaf Bukhari said

370.

that PM Modi assured the leaders during
57

the meeting that the election process in the

early as possible, maybe in December this

Union Territory will begin once the

year or March 2022 after the Delimitation

delimitation

concludes.

Commission headed by Justice (retd)

"The talks were held in a good atmosphere

Ranjana Desai completes its task of

today. The Prime Minister heard our issues

redrawing constituencies in the next few

of all leaders. PM said that election process

months.

will begin when delimitation process

The Commission was granted one year's

finishes," Bukhari told reporters after the

extension in March this year.

exercise

meeting.
The meeting seems to be the result of the
Senior

Congress

leader Ghulam

Nabi

Azad told reporters after the meeting that
his party raised five key demands during
the discussions.

back-channel talks held with all the parties
from the union territory to chart out a
roadmap.
The Union home minister, while tabling the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill

These

included

restoration

of

J&K's

statehood, holding assembly elections, a
guarantee on domicile and job rules,

2019 in Parliament, had given an assurance
that the Centre would grant full statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir at an appropriate time.

rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits and
release

of

political

prisoners

under
Today's dialogue comes seven months after

detention since August 5, 2019.

the District Development Council (DDC)
elections
People's

Conference

leader

Hussain

Baig

that

said

Muzaffar
PM

Modi

"carefully" listened to the issues raised by
the J&K leaders, adding that all of them
demanded the restoration of statehood.
"PM Modi assured that he will do

in

Jammu

and

Kashmir.

The four former chief ministers of the
erstwhile state who participated in the
discussions were Farooq Abdullah and his
son Omar Abdullah of the National
Conference, Congress' Ghulam Nabi Azad
and PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti.

everything to make Jammu and Kashmir a
zone of peace rather than conflict," Baig

CPM leader Mohammed Yusuf Tarigami,

said.

Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party (JKAP)

Officials said the Centre is keen on holding

chief Altaf Bukhari, Sajjad Lone of the

assembly elections in the union territory as

People's Conference, J&K Congress head G
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A Mir, BJP's Ravinder Raina and Panthers

so that polls can happen and J&K gets an

Party leader Bhim Singh also formed part

elected government that gives strength to

of the delegation.

J&K’s development trajectory.”

PM Modi pitches for early polls to form
In the meeting, he made a pointed

elected government in J&K

reference that corruption-free governance

June 25

was increasing the faith of people in the
administration. While the government left
no doubt as to early assembly polls being
its priority, representatives of key players
from

the

Valley

—

the

National

Conference, PDP and Apni Party —did not
insist on restoration of statehood as a
precondition for their participation. The
discussions went on for close to three and
a half hours.

Prime

Minister Narendra

Thursday

outlined

Modi on

the

Centre’s

commitment to the installation of a duly
elected government in Jammu & Kashmir
and urged political leaders from the region
to fully support quick delimitation of
constituencies so that elections could take
place

soon

in

the

Union

territory.

After his first meeting with leaders from
Kashmir since August 2019 when his
government

ended the special status

assured to it through Article 370 and
approved its reorganisation into a UT, the
PM tweeted, “Our priority is to strengthen
grassroots

democracy

in

J&K.

Delimitation has to happen at a quick pace

The meeting was held against the backdrop
of rampant expectation in certain quarters
that the government might commit itself to
early redemption of its promise to restore
the UT to a state. But while home
minister Amit

Shah,

insistence

from

Congress,

did

in

the

response

NC,

reiterate

the

PDP

to
and

Centre’s

commitment to upgrade the UT, he made it
clear that the immediate priority was early
holding of polls after the delimitation
commission had wrapped up the exercise
to redraw the boundaries of assembly
constituencies.
scheduled

to

The
hold

commission
a

meeting

is
with
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representatives of political parties and MPs

Party’s Hussain said, “We demanded

shortly.

statehood and the PM assured that as soon
as the delimitation exercise is over, polls

Expressing his wish to remove “Dilli ki

will be announced. Shah assured all for

doori” (distance between Centre and J&K)

restoration of statehood.”

as well as “Dil ki doori” (distrust), Modi
said his government was fully committed

However, indicating that statehood may

to taking forward the democratic process

follow only after installation of an elected

in J&K against the backdrop of a three-tier

government in J&K, home minister Amit

panchayati raj system which is in place for

Shah

the first time in the UT.

“Delimitation

tweeted

after

the

meeting,

exercise

and

peaceful

elections are important milestones in
Conduct of assembly polls, just like the

restoring

statehood

DDC polls, was a priority, he added.

Parliament.”

as

promised

in

Though the Centre’s action to nullify
Article 370 was criticised, it was not a

Shah gave an overview of development,

sticking point or a faultine in the

transparency and people-centric initiatives

discussions.

for

undertaken in J&K since abrogation of

restoration of statehood, but did not insist

Article 370. He said 90% saturation in

on it being a prerequisite for holding polls

central schemes had been achieved; road

or their participation in it.

projects, seven new medical colleges set

Most

leaders

called

up; and a new Rs 28,400 crore industrial
It was felt that the decision to do away

policy notified with the proposed creation

with J&K’s special status was before the

of

SC and should be settled there. Later,

He also said the Centre was focused on

Mufti said, “We told the PM that Article

further empowering the local elected

370 should be restored as it was given to

bodies.

4.5

lakh

jobs.

us by India and not Pakistan. It was PM
Nehru who had given special status to
J&K. This secures our identity, the
security of land and jobs and this has to be
restored.”
But

she

added

this

would

be

a

constitutional and peaceful struggle. Apni
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Farm laws: Protesters at Delhi borders

over the country,” said the umbrella body

to mark 7 months of agitation on Jun 26

of 40 farmer unions which is spearheading
the stir against the central laws enacted in

June 26

September last year.Farmers have been
camping

at

Delhi’s

borders

since

November demanding that the legislations
be rolled back and a new law made to
guarantee minimum support price for
crops. On June 26, farmers led by unions
across

the

country

will

hold

demonstrations against the laws, it said On
Thursday, farmers at different protest sites
celebrated the birth anniversary of 15th-

SYNOPSIS:
Farmers at the Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur
border points are gearing up for June 26
and they will observe it

as ‘Save

Agriculture, Save Democracy Day’, it said
in a statement.

century Indian mystic poet and saint Kabir
Das. “Communal harmony is a hallmark of
this movement, and Sant Kabir’s birth
anniversary was celebrated with great
respect today,” the SKM statement said. It
also said that the farmers are continuing

NEWS

their “social boycott and black flag

Today June 26th it is almost seven month

protests against leaders of BJP and allied

since the framers started to agitate against

parties in different places”. Recently,

the three farms laws that was enacted.

Haryana BJP leader Sonali Phogat faced

Today a large number if farmers from

black flag protest and sloganeering from

Uttar Pradesh are planning to join the

local villagers in Hisar where the farmers

farmers who are protesting in Delhi

have been protesting for months. “It shows

border. Framers at Singhu, Tikri and

the obdurate and provocative attitude of

Ghazhipur border points are gearing up for

the BJP that it continues to do public

June 26thand they will observe it as

programmes

“SAVE AGRICULTURE AND SAVE

farmers of being (Covid) super-spreaders,

DEMOCRACY DAY”. “Preparations are

instead

underway for marking June 26 as ‘Save

demands

Agriculture, Save Democracy Day’ all

Haryana farmer unions,” according to the

of
of

that

too

after

accusing

resolving

the

legitimate

farmers,

said

protesting

statement.Framers are protesting against
61

the

Farmers’

Produce

Trade

and

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Act, 2020, the Farmers’ (Empowerment
and Protection)

Agreement

on Price

Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020
and

the

Essential

Commodities

(Amendment) Act, 2020. However, the
central government has maintained the
laws are pro-farmer.
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