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LEGAL NEWS 

 

BCI constitutes 7 members committee 

for framing draft "Advocates protection 

Act". To ensure protection to lawyers 

from threat, attacks  

 

  

14-06-21 

aking note of the recent attacks 

on lawyers and their family 

members, the bar council of 

india has resolved to constitute a 7 

members committee for framing the draft" 

Advocate protection Act " To ensure 

protection and safety to lawyers in 

carrying out their duties.  

The council has nominated the following 

members to be part of the committee :- 

1. Mr. S. Prabkaran, Sr. Advocate, 

vice chairman, Bar council of 

india.  

2. Mr. Debi prasad Dhal, Sr. 

Advocate, Executive chairman 

Bar council of india.  

3. Mr. Suresh Chandra shrimali 

Co- chairman, Bar council of 

india.  

4. Mr. Shailendra Dubey Member, 

Bar council of india 

5. Mr. A Rami Reddy, Executive 

vice- chairman Bar council of 

india 

6. Mr. Shreenath tripaathi 

Member Bar council of india 

7. Mr. Prashant kumar Singh, 

member, Bar council of india 

In the meeting dated 10, june the council 

discussed the incident wherin a jaipur 

based lawyer, namely Advocate shri Ram 

Sharma and his wife were attacked 

physically, causing them several injuries.  

In view of this , other recent similar 

incidents were also discussed by the 

council including the attack on Telangana 

based lawyer and his wife.  

According to the council, the Advocates 

protection Act will ensure adequate 

protection to members of legal fraternity 

so that they can carry on their duties as 

officers of court, fearlessly without having 

to worry about their and their family.  

 

Lawyers’ body protests SCBA 

statement regarding proposal to elevate 

Supreme Court layers as HC judges 

  

15-06-21 

T 
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ll India Lawyers Union ( AILU 

) urges upon Honourable Chief 

Justice of India to reject the 

proposal of SCBA and may be kind 

enough to withdraw instructions if any 

given to Honorable Chief Justices of the 

High Courts in favour of the proposal of 

the SCBA. 

The All India Lawyers’ Union (AILU) on 

Sunday, through a statement addressed to 

the Chief Justice of India (CJI), has 

expressed its reservation against the 

reported move for elevation of advocates 

practising in the Supreme Court as judges 

of High Courts. 

The statement says that: “AILU notices 

with great concern and consternation the 

reported statement of Supreme Court Bar 

Association (SCBA) that the CJI has 

agreed to the request made by the SCBA to 

consider elevation of Supreme Court 

lawyers as judges of High Courts and 

requested Chief Justices of High Courts to 

consider lawyers practising in the Supreme 

Court for elevation to their High Courts.” 

The statement adds: “It is also reported 

that the SCBA has already constituted a 

‘Search Committee’ for identifying and 

selecting suitable candidates from the 

Supreme Court Bar.” 

It has been alleged that “it would cause far 

reaching negative consequences, impacting 

the independence of judiciary and its 

transparency, and would lead to 

substitution of the opinion of the High 

Court Collegium by that of the Supreme 

Court Collegium, in violation of Article 

217 of the Constitution and Constitution 

Benches decisions of the Supreme Court 

of India with respect to appointment of 

judges of High Courts. It militates against 

the federal principles, the autonomy of the 

High Courts and the Constitutional norms, 

in this regard.” 

The statement, signed by AILU’s 

President and Member of Parliament Bikas 

Ranjan Bhattacharya and General 

Secretary P.V. Surendranath, has also 

stated that so far, no opportunity is 

conceded to the Bar Associations of the 

High Courts to constitute any “Search 

Committee” to identify eligible suitable 

candidates from the Bar and to propose 

names to the Chief Justices of the High 

Courts for elevation as judges of the High 

Courts. The proposal of “Search 

Committee” and to institutionalize such 

appointments may lead to unhealthy and 

disastrous consequences. 

We, as a responsible organization of 

lawyers concerned with independent and 
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accountable judiciary and a strong Bar, 

respectfully appeal that this sort of seminal 

issues may not be decided without 

affording sufficient opportunity for a 

thorough democratic and informed debate 

among all the stakeholders including the 

Bar Associations of the High Courts. All 

India Lawyers Union ( AILU ) urges upon 

Honourable Chief Justice of India to reject 

the proposal of SCBA and may be kind 

enough to withdraw instructions , if any 

given to Honorable Chief Justices of the 

High Courts in favour of the proposal of 

the SCBA , in this regard”, reads the 

statement. 

 

'Right to protest Not ' terrorist act's 

under UAPA ': Delhi High court finds 

no Prima facie case against Asif iqbal 

tanha, Natasha narwal & Devangana 

kalita   

 

15-06-21 

he Delhi High court has found 

that offences under the unlawful 

activities prevention act (UAPA) 

are not made out prima facie against 

student leaders Asif iqbal tanha, Natasha 

narwal and Devangana kalita in the delhi 

riots conspiracy case.  

The delhi Police had filed chargesheet 

against them alleging that the protest 

organized by them against the citizenship 

amendment Act from december 2019 were 

part of a " Larger conspiracy " Behind the 

North East Delhi communal riots  

Which took place in the last week of 

February.  

" … .  Thr right to protest is not outlawed 

and cannot be termed as a ' terrorist act ' 

within the meaning of the UAPA, unless 

of course the ingredients of the offences 

under section 15, 17 and / or 18 of the 

UAPA are clearly discernible from the 

factual allegations contained in charge - 

sheet and the material filed there with" . 

 

Supreme Court dismisses Devas 

Multimedia' s please to restrain 

liquidator In matter against ISRO - 

Arm Antrix  

 

 16-06-21 

he Supreme Court on tuesday 

dismissed the plea filed by Devas 

multimedia seeking directions to 

T 
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restrain the liquidator from taking any 

steps with regard to the pending arbitration 

proceedings before the delhi High court.  

The plea before the Delhi High court had 

been filed by Devas Multimedia for the 

enforcement of an award for 562.5 million, 

plus interest. However, on 25 may the 

national company law tribunal, Bengaluru 

Bench,  directed for the forcible 

liquidation and winding up of the company 

by allowing a petition filed by indian space 

Research organisation ( ISRO) 's 

commercial arm Antrix corporation 

limited.  

Devas multimedia approached the supreme 

Court for an interim order seeking 

directions directions to restrain the 

liquidator from taking any steps with 

arbitration pending, but a bench of justices 

Hemant Gupta. And V. Ramasubramanian 

refused to entertain the matter and directed 

the petitioner to approach the NCLAT.  

 

Andhra Pradesh High Court grants bail 

to suspended Judicial Officer in Sedition 

Charges 

 

S. RAMA KRISHNA vs. THE STATE OF 

ANDHRA PRADESH 

he court granted a bail to 

Suspended Judicial Officer, who 

expressed his disaffection with 

the manner of governance. He was charged 

under IPC Sections: 124-A, 153, and 153-

A .  

During a television debate, the suspended 

officer had made intemperate statement 

against government and chief minister, 

wherein he pronounced that he was 

looking forward to cutting  head of Chief 

Minister. A complaint was filed as it 

would result in enmity between 2 sections 

of society and amount to violent overthrow 

of government. (Offence under Section 

124-A I.P.C). He was thus arrested and 

remanded to judicial custody. 

On behalf of Petitioner, it was not his 

intention to call for overthrow of 

government and it was merely his 

disaffection with governance. The 

Kedarnath Singh’s Case (AIR 1962 SC 

955) was an answer to this charge of 

Sedition. 

The public prosecutor opposed Bail stating 

that Petitioner being a Judicial Officer was 

fully aware of consequences and impact of 

his statements. His statements would 

amount to call for overthrow of 

government and Section 124-A was 

applicable. Rules 15-17 A.P Civil Services 

Conduct rules stipulate no statement 

should be made regarding functioning of 

government. 

T 
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The court after granting him bail stated 

that statement was made in debate that was 

recorded and that cannot be altered. 

Moreover, 60 days had elapsed and no 

question of tempering would arise. 

 

SC asks Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 

Technical University to file reply in plea 

regarding college affiliation. 

 

16-06-21 

mitesh Kumar, the counsel for 

the respondent, submitted 

before the Bench that no 

schedule has been notified for Ist Semester 

Examination and sought some time for 

filing the counter-affidavit. 

The Supreme Court on Tuesday has asked 

the Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical 

University (AKTU) to file its reply in a 

petition filed by Sri Sai RR Institute of 

Pharmacy seeking directions to the 

University to Comply with the notification 

issued by the State Government and to 

grant affiliation and to permit its students 

to appear in the special examinations to be 

organised for B. Pharma students of 

academic year 2020-21. 

A Bench of Justice Hemant Gupta and 

Justice V. Balasubramanian heard the plea 

of Sri Sai RR Institute of Pharmacy and 

listed the matter after 2 weeks, wherein it 

pleaded that government should adhere to 

their notification dated 19.03.2021, it 

directed Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Technical 

University to grant affiliation to all those 

colleges, which had approached the High 

Court. 

Amitesh Kumar, the counsel for the 

respondent, submitted before the Bench 

that no schedule has been notified for Ist 

Semester Examination and sought some 

time for filing the counter-affidavit 

Senior Advocate Siddharth Dave argued 

that notice has already been issued in the 

matter i.e. on 15th April 2021 and made 

submissions before the apex court that his 

writ petition seeking stay of order was 

dismissed by this Court, to the contrary the 

writ petitions filed by several similar 

situated colleges which sought stay of 

order dated 7.12.2020, this court had 

allowed their writ petition by staying the 

order dated 7.12.2020. 

Sri Sai RR Institute of Pharmacy has 

preferred writ of mandamus seeking 

direction Dr APJ Abdul Kalam University 

to comply with the notification dated 

19.03.2021 issued by the State 

Government thereby granting affiliation 

and permitting B.Pharma students of Sai 

A 
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RR Institute of Pharmacy College to 

appear in the special examinations to be 

organized for B. Pharma students of 

academic year 2020-21 in view of 

notification dated 19.03.2021. A batch of 

writ petitions are also pending before the 

apex court involving similar situated 

pharmacy colleges in Uttar Pradesh (Writ 

Petition (c ) no. 1430/2020, being the 

leading petition). 

The sole pre-requisite to take the benefit of 

notification dated 19.03.2021 issued by 

State Government, was to obtain order 

from the High court, regardless of the fact 

that Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam university itself 

has granted benefit of such notification to 

other colleges who approached the High 

Court along with Petitioner, Dr. APJ 

Abdul Kalam University continues to deny 

benefits to Sai RR Institute of Pharmacy in 

pursuant to Government notification. 

The brief facts of the case are that Sai RR 

Institute of Pharmacy College obtained 

approval of the Pharmacy Council of India 

(“PCI”) on 10.04.2020 to operate B. 

Pharma. course for Academic Year 2020-

21. Thereafter, the Petitioner college 

applied to the Respondent University on 

February 2020 seeking grant of affiliation 

giving details of all infrastructure and 

faculty along with paying the prescribed 

fee. The Respondent University refused to 

grant affiliation to the Petitioner College 

on the ground of a state policy which was 

introduced in May 2020, which arbitrarily 

reduced the number of pharmacy colleges 

in a district. The Hon’ble Allahabad High 

Court, Lucknow Bench struck down the 

policy vide its order dt. 02.11.2020 and 

directed the Respondent University to 

allow the Petitioner college to sit for 

counselling session. 

Consequently, the Petitioner college was 

granted temporary counselling code and 

admitted students to its B. Pharma course. 

Subsequently the Petitioner college 

admitted students against the Vacant seats 

and Management quota in accordance with 

guidelines laid down by the University. 

The Respondent University vide its order 

dt. 07.12.2020 had denied affiliation to 

Petitioner college and other similarly 

situated colleges on the sole ground that 

timelines for grant of affiliation prescribed 

by AICTE had lapsed. 

It is settled law that once statutory 

regulator has granted approval, the 

University ought not to withhold grant of 

affiliation (Jaya Gokul Educational Trust 

vs. The Commissioner & Secretary, 

Higher Education, Kerala & Ors). 

 

Address shortcomings in the bill 

relating to Kulbhushan Jadhav's right 

to appeal: India  

 

17-06-21 
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We call upon Pakistan to take 

appropriate steps to address the 

shortcomings in the bill,” Bagchi 

remarked during a press conference. 

It all started on 10 June 2021, when the 

National Assembly of Pakistan passed a 

bill regarding the right of appeal to Indian 

death-row convict Kulbhushan Jadhav. 

According to Arindam Bagchi, a 

spokesperson for the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA), the bill includes a 

provision for inviting the municipal court 

to decide whether any prejudice has been 

caused to Jadhav as a result of the failure 

to provide consular access in accordance to 

an International Court of Justice verdict 

(ICJ). 

The spokesperson believes that the 

municipal court cannot arbitrate whether 

the state has fulfilled its obligations under 

international law or not. Mr. Bagchi also 

mentioned that Pakistan needs to comply 

with the Judgement of the ICJ in the case 

relating to Kulbhushan Jadhav, a retired 

Indian Navy officer condemned to death in 

April 2017 by a Pakistani military court on 

espionage and terrorism. 

 

Supreme Court to hear bail plea of 

Asaram Bapu today 

 

18-06-21 

 

he Supreme Court had, on June 

4, issued notice on a petition 

filed by Asaram, challenging a 

Rajasthan High Court order, dismissing his 

plea for temporary suspension of sentence 

to avail ayurvedic medical treatment. 

The Supreme Court will today hear the 

bail application of self-styled godman 

Asaram Bapu, convicted in a rape case. 

The bench of Justice Indira Banerjee and 

Justice M.R. Shah will take up the matter 

today. 

On June 7, the state of Rajasthan had filed 

its reply against the plea of Asaram. The 

bench of Justice Navin Sinha and Justice 

Ajay Rastogi had on June 8 adjourned the 

matter, saying that the reply was filed 

yesterday evening and they didn’t get the 

time to read it. 

The bench had further asked Asaram’s 

Counsel to file his counter affidavit till 

Friday. 

The Supreme Court had, on June 4, issued 

notice on a petition filed by Asaram, 

“ 
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challenging a Rajasthan High Court order, 

dismissing his plea for temporary 

suspension of sentence to avail ayurvedic 

medical treatment. 

The State of Rajasthan has submitted that 

Asaram, under the garb of his medical 

treatment, desires to get his sentence 

suspended. He has made two attempts of 

this kind earlier also, in 2014 and 2016 and 

during both times, the Apex Court had 

created a committee of Doctors, which had 

found that Asaram’s heath condition was 

stable and not critical that it would require 

any surgical management of the disease. 

The spiritual guru, who claims to have 

millions of followers worldwide, has been 

given a life sentence for raping a 16-year-

old girl. Asaram was arrested in 2013 after 

a case of sexual assault was filed against 

him by two of his followers, who alleged 

that he had assaulted their daughter. 

Police said that the couple, who had sent 

the girl to one of his ashrams for spiritual 

lessons, were summoned to see her as she 

was “under the influence of some 

supernatural ghostly powers”. 

They were then told to take their daughter 

to Jodhpur to meet the guru. The family 

reached the Jodhpur ashram on August 14, 

2013. The following night, Asaram called 

the victim to his room on the pretext of 

“curing” her. He then raped the victim 

while her parents waited outside chanting 

his prayers, police said. 

Police also said the guru forced the victim 

to perform sexual acts on him and 

threatened to murder her family, if she 

spoke about the incident. The victim told 

her parents what had happened the 

following day. 

 

'If death occurs, is it state's 

responsibility? ': Allahabad HC refuses 

to entertain plea for disposal of dead 

bodies buried near Ganga  

 

 18-06-21 

he Allahabad HC on friday 

refused to entertain a Petition 

seeking disposal of the dead 

bodies buried near ganga river at different 

ghats in praygraj, questioning the 

petitioner as to whether it is the state's 

responsibility if there is a death in a 

family.  

The Bench of Chief Justice sanjay yadav 

and justice prakash padia asked the 

counsel pranvesh as to what had been his 

personal contribution to the cause and as to 

whether he himself dug out and cremated 

the bodies.  

The counsel had prayed that the state of 

T 
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Uttar Pradesh Government be directed to 

perform the cremation according to 

religious rites and dispose of the dead 

bodies buried near ganga river at different 

ghats in Allahabad as early as possible and 

to prevent / stop the burial of dead bodies 

near the River Ganga.  

 

Section 164(2) companies Act not 

retrospective ; Default before 2014-15 

FY can't be considered : Kerala High 

court  

 

19-06-21 

he Kerala high court on 

wednesday dismissed a batch of 

petitions challenging the 

disqualification of around 250 director of 

companies under section 164 and 167 of 

the companies Act and issued a set of 

directions and declaration regarding the 

concern raised in the petition.  

This came after approximately 250 writ 

petition were filed before the court raising 

common question of law. All the 

petitoners were disqualified u/s 164(2) for  

failure of their respective companies to file 

financial statements / Annual Returns. The 

Petition therefore challanged section 164 

and 167,and actions of the respondent 

pursuant therto. These petition were 

consequently hard together and disposed 

of by a common judgement.  

The litigation we're initiated contending 

that section 164 of the 2013 Act brought 

about a sweeping change in the 

disqualification for being appointed as 

directors of companies as compared to 

section 274 of the repealed 1956 Act.  

It was alleged tha incident leading to 

disqualification u/s 164(2) are not directly 

attributes to Directors, and yet bore grave 

consequences on them. 

 

Riots in Delhi: The Supreme Court 

declines to stay the bail granted to three 

activists in order to review the High 

Court's ruling on the Anti-Terrorism 

Act. 

 

 19-06-21 

n June 15, the three student 

activists Devangana Kalita, 

Natasha Narwal and Asif Iqbal 

Tanha who were accused of offences under 

the draconian Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in connection 

T 
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with the North-East Delhi riots were 

released from the Tihar Jail. The High 

Court accused the police of blurring the 

line between “terrorist act” under the 

UAPA and the students’ right to protest 

against a law.  

However, the High Court decision may be 

misused by others arrested under the 

UAPA in order to obtain release. The 

Supreme Court decided to hear an appeal 

filed by the Delhi Police against the High 

Court's decisions. And came to the 

conclusion that while the stay order for the 

cancellation of the bail given to the three 

activists was refused, the Delhi high court 

rulings will "not be taken as precedent by 

any court" to provide similar relief. 

A vacation bench of Justices Hemant 

Gupta and V Ramasubramanian said it was 

"troubling" that the high court had written 

100 pages discussing the entire anti-terror 

law Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

(UAPA) while deciding the bail 

applications.  

Orally, Justice Gupta stated, "The problem 

is critical. It has consequences throughout 

India. There are a lot of questions here. We 

want to make a decision for the sake of the 

entire country." He further stated that the 

manner the Act has been read by the HC 

must be scrutinized. 

“The entire UAPA, as well as the 

Constitution, was flipped on its head...” 

During the appeal hearing on Friday, 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta opposed 

before the Supreme Court. According to 

Mehta, 53 people were killed and 700 were 

injured during the riots. “The freedom to 

demonstrate does not include the right to 

kill and throw bombs,” he argued. Mehta 

contended that if the protests were 

organized on the basis of a "perceived 

notion" that CAA was against a certain 

population, then "the lady who 

assassinated a former Prime Minister" also 

did so on the basis of a perceived injustice 

done to a specific community. 

Speaking on behalf of the students, senior 

attorney Kapil Sibal stated, "I think the 

Solicitor General has a lot to say, and we, 

too, have a lot to say.... In the meantime, 

let us not see the HC decision as a 

precedent. At the end the court scheduled a 

thorough hearing on the government's 

appeal from July 19.  

 

Justice Indira Banerjee recuses herself 

from West Bengal post-poll violence 

hearing 

 

19-06-21 
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he bench said it may not be 

proper on its part to give any 

listing date as the presiding judge 

was rescuing. Justice Shah then directed 

the registry to list the matter before a 

bench where Justice Banerjee is not a 

member. 

Justice Indira Banerjee of the Supreme 

Court recused herself on Friday from 

hearing petitions alleging violence 

following the declaration of results after 

the West Bengal Assembly Election 2021. 

The petitions were listed before a bench of 

Justice Banerjee and Justice M.R. Shah. 

When the proceedings began, Justice 

Banerjee, who hails from West Bengal, 

said, “I have some difficulty in hearing this 

matter” and recused herself from hearing 

the matter. 

Thereafter, Solicitor General Tushar 

Mehta requested for the listing of the 

matter on June 22, Tuesday, the bench said 

that it may not be proper on its part to give 

any listing date as the presiding judge was 

recusing. Justice Shah then directed the 

registry to list the matter before a bench 

where Justice Banerjee is not a member. 

On May 18, the Supreme Court had issued 

a notice in Biswajit Sarkar & Anr. Vs. 

Union Of India to the West Bengal 

government on a plea seeking a CBI probe 

into the killing of two BJP workers 

allegedly by Trinamool Congress workers 

during the post-poll violence in the state. 

Biswajit Sarkar is the younger brother of 

the deceased Abhijit Sarkar, who was 

killed by a mob of 20 supporters of West 

Bengal’s ruling party, in his mother’s 

presence and also by widow of Haran 

Adhikari, a local booth worker who was 

attacked with bricks, sticks, spade, shovel 

at his home and brutally killed in the 

presence of his 80-year-old father. 

Moments before his death, Sarkar had 

uploaded a video on Facebook 

highlighting how the Trinamool workers 

not only ransacked his house and of the 

NGO, but also mercilessly killed puppies 

and specifically blamed TMC for the 

attack on him and his eventual death. 

In May 2, soon after the results of the 

Assembly election, state BJP leaders 

alleged that many party workers were 

killed, raped and assaulted and their 

houses set on fire across the state. They 

accused Trinamool cadre of carrying out 

the attack and alleged police are not doing 

anything to provide them protection. The 

Centre also sought a report from the West 

Bengal government on post-poll violence. 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Zydus Cadila to seek emergency use 

authorisation for COVID-19 vaccine in 

India 

 

14-06-21 
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ydus Cadila may soon seek 

emergency use authorization for 

its vaccine from the Drug 

Controller General of India for children in 

the age group of 12-18. 

Reports suggest that sources in the 

government and the company confirmed 

that the Ahmedabad-based firm may seek 

an emergency use authorization from the 

drug regulator in around a week. If 

approved, this would be the first DNA-

plasmid vaccine in the world.  

“The data analysis from the phase 3 trials 

is almost ready. The company may soon 

seek EUA for its vaccine,” a government 

official was quoted as saying. 

According to the report, ZyCov-D, 

developed by Ahmedabad-based Zydus-

Cadila, uses plasmid DNA (in contrast to 

mRNA as used by Pfizer-BioNTech and 

Moderna) to instruct human cells to make 

SARS-CoV-2 antigen eliciting an immune 

response.  

Therefore, it can be stored between 2-8 

degrees Celsius, whereas the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine requires cold-chain 

maintenance of up to -70 degrees Celsius, 

or at least -15 to -25 degrees Celsius. It is 

expected that the vaccine can be more 

easily “tweaked” than mRNA vaccines for 

use against variants. 

Experts are saying that the children rarely 

develop severe forms of COVID-19 but 

the states of Maharashtra and Karnataka 

have recently seen a spike in paediatric 

cases, and some deaths as well.  

In rare cases of COVID-19, paediatric 

black fungus have been reported too. In the 

US, Canada and the EU children of the age 

group 12-15 are already being jabbed, 

while the United Kingdom has also 

approved the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine for 

that age group. 

 

LJP crisis: Chirag Paswan expels five 

rebel MPs; Paras-led camp removes him 

as party chief 

 

15-06-21 

eaving the split wide open in the 

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP), five 

MPs led by Pasupati Paras on 

Tuesday claimed that they have removed 

party national president Chirag Paswan 

Z 
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from the post. However, Paswan said that 

LJP called a national executive meet and 

removed the five rebel MPs from the 

party’s primary membership. 

The latest development came a day after 

five of the party MPs rebelled against late 

Ram Vilas Paswan’s son Chirag. The five 

MPs — Pashupati Kumar Paras (Hajipur), 

Choudhary Mehboob Ali Qaisar 

(Khagaria), Chandan Kumar (Nawada), 

Veena Devi (Vaishali) and Prince Raj 

(Samastipur) —met Lok Sabha Speaker 

Om Birla on Sunday evening and again on 

Monday, saying that they have elected 

Paras as LJP parliamentary party leader 

and Kaiser as deputy leader. Late Monday 

night, the Lok Sabha Secretariat issued a 

circular confirming Paras as leader of the 

LJP in the Lok Sabha. 

In his first reaction after his uncle 

Pashupati Paras ousted him, Paswan 

likened the organization to a mother who 

should not be “betrayed”. In a tweet, he 

said he made efforts to keep the party 

founded by his father Ram Vilas Paswan 

and his family together but failed. 

Paswan also shared a letter he had written 

to Paras, the youngest brother of his father, 

in March in which he had highlighted his 

uncle’s unhappiness over a number of 

issues, including his elevation as the party 

president. 

The series of dramatic events come months 

after the Bihar Assembly elections in 

October-November last year, in the run-up 

to which Chirag Paswan had attacked the 

JD(U) and Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, 

and stepped out of the NDA, all along 

maintaining that he wanted to work with 

the BJP. The LJP had, however, fared 

poorly in the elections, with its lone MLA 

eventually crossing over to the JD(U). 

On Monday, the rebel MPs, while making 

it clear that the five MPs want to rejoin the 

NDA, placed their confidence in “vikas 

purush” Nitish Kumar. 

 

 

Maharashtra signs MoU with USA to 

boost agro-industry sector 

 

16-06-21 

griculture Minister Dadasaheb 

Bhuse and US Consul General 

David Ranz signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

Wednesday to promote and strengthen the 

SMART (State of Maharashtra’s Agri-

business and Rural Transformation 

Programme) projects for the upliftment of 

small and marginal farmers. The 

collaboration between the state and USA 

agriculture department is aimed at seeking 

advanced technology to boost the 

agriculture sector in Maharashtra. 

“Under the Balasaheb Thackeray Agro-

Industry and Rural Transformation 

SMART projects, the state government 

A 
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plans upliftment of small and marginal 

farmers. The focus is to make farming 

sustainable and income-oriented,” Bhuse 

said. 

The state government is also emphasising 

‘Vikel Te Pikel’ (sow that sells) under 

which it is working on a mechanism to 

select crops which has a market and then 

develop the value chain for their flawless 

disbursement. The state government is also 

vying to seek help from the World Bank to 

develop the SMART agro-sector projects. 

According to the state government, Ranz 

has assured support to Maharashtra’s 

initiative in the agriculture sector. After 

signing the MoU, he said, “America has 

made a great contribution in the agriculture 

sector, especially food security globally. It 

would look forward to working in the 

sector with Maharashtra, especially in 

cotton which has a worldwide demand.” 

 

Suvendu Adhikari submits petition to 

Bengal Speaker seeking Mukul Roy’s 

disqualification as MLA 

 

18-06-21 

eader of the opposition in Bengal 

Assembly Suvendu Adhikari on 

Friday submitted a petition to 

Speaker Biman Banerjee seeking 

disqualification of Mukul Roy’s 

membership in the House under the anti-

defection law as he has recently crossed 

over from the BJP to the TMC, a senior 

leader in the saffron party said. 

The TMC, in response, insisted that the 

opposition leader should request his father 

and parliamentarian Sisir Adhikari to lead 

by example, as he, too, switched over to 

the BJP from the Mamata Banerjee camp 

ahead of the assembly polls. 

The speaker, when contacted, however, 

said he won’t be able to say anything about 

the petition for now as he was yet to visit 

the Assembly. 

“We have submitted a letter to the Speaker 

seeking disqualification of MLA Mukul 

Roy’s membership in the House. He had 

won the election on a BJP ticket, but 

joined the TMC subsequently. 

“Therefore, as per law, he should resign. 

We have requested the Speaker to look 

into the matter,” saffron party MLA Manoj 

Tigga said. 

Earlier this month, Roy rejoined the TMC, 

of which he was once the second-in-

command, following his three-and-a-half 

year-long stint in the BJP. 

He had contested the March-April 

assembly polls on a BJP ticket and bagged 
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the Krishnanagar Uttar seat. Adhikari, a 

few days ago, had met Governor Jagdeep 

Dhankhar to complain about Roy. Taking 

to Twitter, Rajya Sabha MP Swapan 

Dasgupta, who had unsuccessfully 

contested the assembly election on a BJP 

ticket, said the law demands that he resign 

as MLA as he was elected on the BJP 

symbol. 

“Last week Mukul Roy joined AITC in 

presence of @MamataOfficial. There was 

no ambiguity over his defection. Politics 

will take its course, but law demands he 

resign as MLA elected on BJP symbol. Let 

him follow his own course of resigning 

from Rajya Sabha in 2017 before joining 

BJP,” Dasgupta tweeted. 

Earlier this month, Roy rejoined the TMC, 

of which he was once the second-in-

command, following his three-and-a-half 

year-long stint in the BJP. 

 

Karnataka, Maharashtra agree to 

resolve water sharing issues 

 

 19-06-21 

arnataka and Maharashtra on 

Saturday decided to have better 

coordination and 

communication regarding flood 

management and water supply in the 

drought-hit regions of both the states. 

Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa and state 

Home Minister Basavaraj Bommai held a 

high level meeting with Maharashtra 

Water Resource Minister Jayant Patil here 

to resolve the water related issues between 

the two states. 

Addressing reporters after the meet, 

Yediyurappa said both the states have 

agreed to share real time data on rainfall 

and water release from reservoirs both in 

Krishna and Bhima basin in order to 

manage the floods effectively. 

It was resolved that a technical team will 

work towards getting four TMC water 

from Maharashtra and in return release 

water to the drought hit areas of the 

western state, the Chief Minister said. 

The two states also agreed to complete the 

Dudhganga dam project at the earliest and 

Maharashtra will also fund it. 

“Maharashtra will also supply enough 

funds for the completion of Dudhganga 

dam,” Patil said in the press conference. 

Pointing to the shortage of water during 

April and May in the Krishna basin region, 

Bommai said since 2013, Maharashtra has 

been charging money for the release of 

water to the state. 
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However, it has been agreed upon that 

Karnataka will not pay but will supply 

water to the drought-hit Jath taluk of 

Maharashtra during the rainy season. 

 

POLITICAL NEWS 

Even Ambedkar would have been 

slandered as pro-Pakistan by BJP: 

Mehbooba Mufti 

 

13-06-21 

ehbooba said Article 370 – 

which gave special status to 

the erstwhile state of Jammu 

and Kashmir before its operative 

provisions were nullified by the Centre in 

2019 – was granted by the Constitution 

drafted by Ambedkar, but it has been 

“sub... 

The BJP would have slandered even B R 

Ambedkar, the father of Indian 

Constitution, as pro-Pakistan had he been 

alive, PDP president Mehbooba Mufti said 

Sunday, amidst criticism of Congress 

leader Digvijaya Singh over his remarks 

on Article 370. Mehbooba said Article 370 

– which gave special status to the erstwhile 

state of Jammu and Kashmir before its 

operative provisions were nullified by the 

Centre in 2019 – was granted by the 

Constitution drafted by Ambedkar, but it 

has been “subverted” by the Centre. Her 

remarks came amidst growing criticism of 

the Congress and Singh over his purported 

comments in an audio chat on social media 

that his party will have a “relook” at 

Article 370 revocation and Jammu and 

Kashmir’s lost statehood if it returns to 

power. The BJP has said that Singh’s 

remarks were part of a larger pattern of the 

party being “hand in glove” with Pakistan. 

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti, who was 

a BJP ally for some time in Jammu and 

Kashmir, criticised the saffron party. 

“Thank god Ambedkar ji isn’t alive or else 

he too would be slandered as pro- Pakistan 

by BJP,” she said on Twitter. Singh had 

purportedly made the remark during a 

clubhouse conversation with a person, who 

the BJP said was a journalist of Pakistani 

origin. “The decision of revoking Article 

370 and reducing the statehood of J&K is 

extremely, I would say, sad decision, and 

the Congress party would certainly have a 

relook on the issue,” Singh had said, 

according to excerpts of the clubhouse 

conversation available on social media. 

 

Politics in the shadow of sympathy, how 

Sushant Singh Rajput’s death turned 

into a political game 

 

M 
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14-06-21 

ollywood actor Sushant Singh 

Rajput's dead body was found in 

his Bandra residence on June 

14, 2020. His untimely death shook the 

country with people claiming that it was 

not suicide but a planned murder and a 

probe was demanded by his fans. Sushant's 

final post-mortem report came on June 25 

and was prepared by a team of five 

doctors. The report clearly stated that the 

actor died of suffocation after hanging. 

While his death was also termed as suicide 

in the viscera report. 

Meanwhile, people alleged that due to the 

involvement of big stars and politicians, 

the police are not fairly investigating the 

case. 

Some believed it was nepotism, and 

groupism in the Hindi film industry that 

took Sushant's life, on the other hand, it 

was alleged that powerful leaders are 

suppressing the case by supporting 

celebrities. Few politicians sympathised 

with Rajput's family giving it a political 

look. 

Tomorrow, Sushant's death will complete 

a year. Let's see how politics was played 

over a dead person. 

Involvement of politics: 

Several politicians, actors and Sushant's 

friend including actor and comedian 

Shekhar Suman and actor's friend Sandeep 

Singh reached Patna to meet Sushant's 

grieving family on June 30. Shekhar 

Suman after meeting his family had 

organized a press conference outside 

Rajput's house with RJD leader and former 

Deputy CM of Bihar Tejashwi Yadav, 

using the actors' posters which had caused 

more distress to the family. 

 

Lok Janshakti Party chief and Union 

Minister Ram Vilas Paswan's son Chirag 

Paswan added fuel to Sushant's case by 

saying that his death could become an 

issue in the coming Bihar elections. 

Sushant's family is close to the BJP and in 

such a situation it was being said that the 

party was trying to regain its roots in his 

name in Bihar.  

Political gain over Sushant's death: 

Leaders from Bihar were pleading for 

justice on every news channel. They were 

loud in getting justice for the decided soul. 

Several conspiracy angles were put before 

the people of Bihar, giving it a colour of 

injustice to the entire state. People were 

protesting on the streets of Bihar 

demanding a CBI inquiry and demanding 

the truth to come out. All these protests 

were being led by political leaders. 

However, the actor has been forgotten by 

these leaders. 

Bihar Police on the scene: 

On July 25, KK Singh, father of Sushant 

Singh Rajput, lodged an FIR against Rhea 

Chakraborty and her family members at 

B 
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Rajiv Nagar police station in Patna. He 

alleged that Rhea, her father Inderjit, 

mother Sandhya, brother Shouvik, 

Sushant's former manager Shruti Modi and 

house manager Samuel Miranda 

mishandled Rs 15 crore from Sushant's 

account. 

No cooperation from Mumbai police: 

On Sushant's father's complaint, an SIT 

team from the Patna police reached 

Mumbai on July 28, for more information 

for the case and slowly Mumbai police 

stopped digging more into the case. Rhea 

soon disappeared. The Supreme court too 

was involved in calling for a shift of case 

from Patna to Mumbai. 

The case took a dramatic turn when the 

Mumbai police was accused of not 

cooperating with the Patna police and 

supporting Rajput's alleged girlfriend. 

Patna city SP Vinay Tiwari, who arrived in 

Mumbai to probe into the case, was 

forcibly sent for 14 days quarantine. Soon 

the matter became a pride issue between 

Mumbai vs Patna after the Mumbai police 

went slow with the case. Alleging that 

because BJP is the opposition in 

Maharashtra and is in power in Bihar and 

at the centre, the Uddhav Thackeray 

government is protecting the culprits and 

doesn't want the truth to be disclosed. 

Uddhave Thackeray is a staunch opponent 

of the Modi government. 

A debate saying that people from Bihar are 

mistreated in Maharashtra also rapidly 

surfaced on social media, saying Sushant's 

case was discriminated against because he 

belonged to Bihar. 

CM Uddhav Thackeray against CBI probe: 

Alleging that Mumbai police's 

investigation was not fair enough, people 

demanded a CBI enquiry into Sushant's 

case. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 

too demanded a CBI investigation but 

Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray was 

not in favour of it. Maharashtra CM 

condemned the demand for a CBI enquiry 

and accused those who questioned the 

Mumbai Police of doing cheap politics, 

stating that he was appalled how people 

were making it an issue of two states and 

bringing animosity. He urged those who 

had evidence to reveal them and the case 

will be probed. 

Aaditya Thackeray's name linked to the 

case: 

Soon Maharashtra leader and CM Uddhav 

Thackeray's son Aaditya Thackeray name 

was linked to Rajput's case. 

According to claims by BJP leader 

Narayan Rane in a statement, on June 13 

(a night before Sushant's death), a party 

was organised by Sushant and a few 

politicians had also attended the party. The 

party took place at Dino Morea's house 

and then everyone left for Sushant's house, 

where Aditya Thackeray was also present, 

said Rane. 
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The Thackeray family has a close 

association with Bollywood. Aaditya has 

been seen at many Bollywood parties and 

has relations with Bollywood stars. Thus, 

the theory that Aaditya was trying to 

suppress the case to save his friends using 

his political affiliation started doing 

rounds. 

A few days before, Sushant's death, his 

former manager Disha Salian was in the 

news after she committed suicide by 

falling from her building's terrace. It was 

reported that some documents relating to 

Disha's case were missing from the police 

station. Therefore, it was believed that it 

could not have been possible with political 

pressure. 

Aaditya Thackeray under pressure to 

resign: 

 

Further, BJP leader Narayan Rane and his 

son Nitesh Rane accused Aaditya 

Thackeray of pressurizing the Mumbai 

Police to stop the investigation. Rane 

started the #BabyPenguinresign hashtag on 

Junior Thackeray and it went viral on 

Twitter, demanding him to resign from the 

Maharashtra cabinet. 

On the other hand, Parth Pawar, the 

grandson of NCP Chief Sharad Pawar and 

son of Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, 

was seen supporting the opposition in 

Sushant's case allegations, and demanded 

CBI probe, saying truth shall prevail. 

Supreme Court ordered CBI probe into 

SSR case: 

After hearing all the sides, on August 19, 

the Supreme Court handed over the 

investigation of the case to the CBI. A 

Special Investigation Team (SIT) was 

formed after a fresh FIR was registered on 

6 August last year. The team was led by 

Gujarat cadre IPS officer Manoj 

Shashidhar, who is considered close to 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 

Minister Amit Shah. Gagandeep Gambhir 

and Nupur Prasad are other officers in the 

four-member SIT team. Anil Yadav will 

be the investigating officer in this case. 

Dhoni costar Jitin Gulati remembers 

Sushant Singh Rajput, said 'big city life 

couldn't rob Sushant off his humility and 

roots' 

SSR fans still waiting for justice: 

The CBI investigating the case has not 

reached any conclusion yet. 

Sushant's friend and choreographer 

Ganesh Hiwarkar recently filed RTI to 

know the update of the case, to which the 

CBI has not sent any response. 

It will be a year since Sushant Singh 

Rajput committed suicide and his true fans 

never fail to remember him. He keeps 

trending on social media by his fans, 

reminding the probing agency that they 

will never forget what has been done to the 

late actor. 
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Party like mother, should not be 

betrayed: Chirag Paswan 

 

15-06-21 

aswan also shared a letter he had 

written to Paras, the youngest 

brother of his father, in March in 

which he had highlighted his uncle’s 

unhappiness over a number of issues, 

including his elevation as the party 

president. 

In his first reaction after his uncle 

Pashupati Kumar Paras ousted him as the 

leader of the party in Lok Sabha, LJP 

president Chirag Paswan on Tuesday 

likened the organization to a mother who 

should not be “betrayed”. In a tweet, he 

said he made efforts to keep the party 

founded by his father Ram Vilas Paswan 

and his family together but failed. People 

are supreme in a democracy, Paswan said 

and thanked those who have kept faith in 

the party. Paswan also shared a letter he 

had written to Paras, the youngest brother 

of his father, in March in which he had 

highlighted his uncle’s unhappiness over a 

number of issues, including his elevation 

as the party president. 

 

PM Modi huddles with Union ministers, 

BJP chief; cabinet reshuffle likely soon 

 

15-06-21 

 

 

rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Monday met Union ministers, 

including Rajnath Singh and Nitin 

Gadkari, along with BJP president JP 

Nadda, sources said. 

For the past one week, PM Modi has been 

holding in-person meetings with Union 

ministers apparently to take stock of the 

work done by the government in the last 

two years and to discuss various issues, 

they said. 

Both Union ministers and Union ministers 

of state are meeting the prime minister in 

different groups. 

The meeting attended by Singh, Gadkari, 

Union Minister D V Sadananda Gowda 

and Minister of State V Muraleedharan, 

besides others, is the fifth in the series and 

perhaps the last, a source said. 

The sources said that BJP chief Nadda was 

present most of the meetings which were 

held at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg, the official 

residence of the prime minister. 

Last week, Modi had met Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah along with Nadda and 

Union ministers Ravi Shankar Prasad and 

Jitender Singh. 

Political observers and party insiders feel 

P 
P 



22 
 

that this could be an exercise before an 

expected cabinet expansion and reshuffle, 

but there has been no official word yet. 

The sources said that all these meetings of 

the prime minister with Union ministers 

have lasted for nearly five hours.  

Besides the work done by the ministries, 

Modi also discussed various important and 

relevant issues with them, they said, 

adding that the meetings were called after 

the second wave of Covid cases. 

Cabinet ministers or ministers of state of 

agriculture, rural development, animal 

husbandry and fishing, tribal affairs, urban 

development, culture, statistics and 

programme implementation, civil aviation, 

railways, food and consumer affairs, jal 

shakti, petroleum, steel, external affairs 

and environment were among those who 

were called for the meetings, the sources 

said. 

These meetings with the Union ministers 

were preceded by meetings between Modi 

and presidents of various wings of the BJP 

and party general secretaries. 

Nadda and BJP general secretary 

(organisation) BL Santhosh were present 

at the meetings with the party office-

bearers. 

Though there has been no official word on 

cabinet expansion or reshuffle, but 

speculation over the issue has been doing 

the rounds for many days. 

The cabinet meeting, which is chaired by 

the prime minister, is usually held once a 

week and that of the council of ministers 

once a month. The cabinet meeting is 

being held virtually every Wednesday. 

 

India needs quick and complete 

vaccination, not BJP’s lies: Rahul 

Gandhi 

 

16-06-21 

ongress leader Rahul Gandhi on 

Wednesday said India needs 

quick and complete vaccination 

and not the BJP’s “brand of lies and 

rhyming slogans” to cover up the vaccine 

shortage caused by the government’s 

inaction. He also alleged that the 

government was trying to save the image 

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

attempts that are facilitating the virus and 

costing people’s lives. His remarks come 

as large parts of India appear to be 

emerging from a devastating second wave 

of COVID-19. “India needs quick and 

complete vaccination- not BJP’s usual 

brand of lies and rhyming slogans to 

cover-up vaccine shortage caused by Modi 

Government’s inaction,” the Congress 

leader said on Twitter  “GOI’s constant 

attempts to save PM’s fake image are 

facilitating the virus and costing people’s 

lives,” he added. Gandhi also tagged a 

report that the government doubled the gap 

between the two doses of AstraZeneca 
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COVID-19 vaccine without the agreement 

of the scientific group that it said had 

recommended the increase. 

 

India adaptable, agile even amid Covid-

19 pandemic: PM Modi at VivaTech 

 

 

16 June 2021 

rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Wednesday said India as a nation 

is adaptable and agile while 

commending the startups and the private 

sector in its fight against the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

"We in India implemented huge reforms 

across sectors, be it mining, space, 

banking, atomic energy and more. This 

goes on to show that India as a nation is 

adaptable and agile, even in the middle of 

the pandemic," the Prime Minister said at 

the fifth edition of VivaTech on 

Wednesday. 

The Prime Minister invited the world to 

invest in the country as he said "India 

offers what innovators and investors 

need." Modi invited the world to invest in 

India based on five pillars of talent, 

market, capital, ecosystem and culture of 

openness. 

Speaking of the digital expansion in India, 

the PM said this expansion is being 

powered by creating state-of-the-art public 

digital infrastructure. Around 523,000km 

of fiber optic network already links our 

156,000 villages and many more are being 

connected in the times to come, Modi 

added. 

"Today India has 1.18 billion mobile 

phones and 75 million internet users. This 

is more than the population of several 

nations. Data consumption in India is 

among the highest and the cheapest in the 

world. Indians are the largest users of 

social media. There is a diverse and 

extensive market that awaits," Modi said. 

VivaTech, one of the largest digital and 

startup events in Europe, is held in Paris 

every year since 2016. The event is jointly 

organised by Publicis Groupe —a 

prominent advertising and marketing 

conglomerate — and Les Echos, a leading 

French media group. 

During the virtual address Modi said that 

the country's strides in the world of tech 

and startups are well known. Our nation is 

home to one of the world's largest startup 

ecosystems, PM said, adding that several 

unicorns have also come up in recent 

years. 

Emphasizing the significance of 

innovation, the Prime Minister said where 

convention fails, innovation helps, which, 
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he said, has been seen during the Covid-19 

pandemic, the biggest disruption of our 

age. 

India is working to nurture the culture of 

innovation, the Prime Minister said as he 

cited more than 7,000 innovation labs 

under the Atala Innovation mission.  

"Over the past year, we have witnessed a 

lot of disruption in different sectors. Much 

of it is still there. Yet, disruption does not 

have to mean despair. Instead, we must 

keep the focus on the twin foundations of 

repair and preparation," the Prime Minister 

said, adding to continue preparing 

healthcare infrastructure and economies. 

He urged to insulate the planet from the 

next pandemic, ensure focus on sustainable 

lifestyle, stop ecological degradation, 

strengthen cooperation in furthering 

research and innovation. The challenges 

that the planet faces can only be overcome 

with a collective spirit and human-centric 

approach, Modi added, as he called upon 

the startup community to take the lead in 

global transformation. He urged the 

startups to explore healthcare, eco-friendly 

tech including waste recycling, agriculture, 

and new-age tools of learning. 

The Prime Minister also said that India and 

France have been working closely on a 

wide range of subjects, among which, 

technology and digital are emerging areas 

of cooperation. 

 

Amit Shah, J P Nadda spell it out for 

Punjab leaders: ‘Step out of your 

homes’ 

 

17-06-21 

oncerned over its Punjab unit’s 

subdued response to the ongoing 

farmers’ stir, the central 

leadership of the BJP has now directed its 

state leaders to step out of their homes and 

travel across Punjab to convey to the 

people that steps are being taken for 

farmers’ welfare by the Union 

government. The state leadership has been 

asked to submit political feedback from the 

ground latest by July-end. 

These directions were given during a 

meeting held on Tuesday between Punjab 

leadership, BJP chief J P Nadda and Home 

Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi, 

revealed sources. But hours before this 

meeting began in Delhi, party leader Surjit 

Kumar Jyani, was chased away by 

protesters during a media interaction in 

Fazilka. 

Among those who attended the Delhi 

meeting were the state BJP president 

Ashwani Sharma and the state in-charge 

Dushyant Gautam, besides other Punjab 
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BJP leaders. 

A senior BJP leader, privy to the 

discussion held during the meeting, said: 

“The central leadership wants state leaders 

to be more proactive and travel across the 

state meeting people, especially those 

involved with farmers’ groups. Yes, there 

has been picketing of homes of some 

leaders by the farmers, but almost all of 

the top leadership has nearly ten gunmen 

each given for their security. What is the 

fear in stepping out?” 

The central BJP leadership also wants the 

state unit to step up meetings with party 

cadre and office bearers so that feedback 

for the 2022 elections can be taken. 

“Now that there is a downward trend in 

Covid infections, so the state unit must 

take advantage of it and hold meetings. 

Mere video conferences are not enough. 

State president and other office bearers 

must travel across Punjab to gather 

feedback and submit the same to the 

central leadership by July 31,” said the 

senior leader. 

While a section of Punjab BJP leaders, 

who participated in the meeting 

maintained that the discussions veered 

around the Covid vaccination, forthcoming 

anniversary of the Emergency etc, yet 

sources said that the matter of Punjab 

elections in 2022 also came up for 

discussion as did the issue of infighting in 

the state unit. 

Several senior leaders have been 

expressing their concern lately over the 

manner in which the farmers’ agitation has 

been handled by the central leadership. 

Senior party leader and former minister, 

Anil Joshi, has already issued an 

ultimatum to the state unit of the party for 

formulating a policy of talking to the 

farmers else he would be travelling across 

the state and meeting with them. 

Joshi had also challenged the state leaders 

to try and visit villages in along with their 

security personnel and find out the reality 

of the party’s image in rural areas. 

“I do not know what kind of dreams these 

people have when they talk about fighting 

elections from all 117 seats. If the present 

conditions persist, it will be difficult to do 

anything at all,” Joshi told media persons 

in Amritsar. 

When contacted by The Indian Express 

about the Delhi meeting, Joshi said he was 

not aware of what transpired between state 

BJP leaders and the central leadership. 

“I am not aware of what they talked about. 

I am sure nothing good must have been 

said to the central leadership about me. All 

kinds of rumours are being floated that I 

am joining SAD or I am shifting from 

Amritsar North Constituency to Tarn 

Taran. All this is nonsense,” said Joshi. 

Jyani faces protest: 

While the central BJP leadership advised 

state unit leaders to step out and meet 
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people, former BJP minister Surjit Kumar 

Jyani faced protests from farmers in 

Fazilka Tuesday. Jyani, who addressed a 

press conference in the town and alleged 

that there was a foreign hand behind the 

farmers’ agitation against Centre’s farm 

laws, had to leave under heavy police 

cover as protestors attempted to rush 

towards him and throw bangles at him. 

Six join Punjab BJP: 

Meanwhile, six persons from Punjab, 

referred to by BJP as ‘prominent persons’, 

joined the party in New Delhi Wednesday 

in the presence of the state in-charge 

Dushyant Gautam and state president 

Ashwani Sharma. 

These include former AISSF president 

Harinder Singh Kahlon, former Vice 

Chancellor J S Dhillon and advocate 

Jagmohan Singh and a retired Army 

officer, Colonel Jaibans Singh. None of 

them are known to be mass leaders in the 

state. 

 

China outwits a too clever-by-half Modi, 

uses trade as weapon to weaken Indian 

exports and industry 

 

18-06-21 

China is one of India’s largest trading 

partners, with India’s annual imports from 

China aggregating to about $75 billion, 

while India’s exports to China barely touch 

$15 billion. The annual trade deficit with 

China, at $60 billion, is the largest that we 

have with any of trading partners in the 

world. 

Despite this huge trade balance in China’s 

favour, it continues to needle us on our 

borders at every opportunity, weans away 

our neighbors to its sphere of influence 

and actively thwarts India in every 

international forum from the NSG to a seat 

on the UN Security Council. What 

explains China’s strategy towards India 

given the huge trade advantage it enjoys 

with us? Moreover, why has India made no 

serious efforts to checkmate China besides 

seeking to correct the persistent imbalance 

in trade? 

MODI's SHIFT IN STRATEGY 

Prior, to 2014, India’s foreign policy 

strategy was predicated on the fact that [a] 

with India’s GDP growth at 8% plus per 

annum, and [b] a vibrant liberal 

democracy, India offered a great 

opportunity to the rest of the world to trade 

with it and invest in it. With respect to 

China and Pakistan, the UPA Govt. was 

clear that in order to emerge as a global 

player in the international arena, India 

needed to [a] settle outstanding issues with 
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Pakistan to deny China the opportunity to 

use the latter as a spoiler, and [b] having 

settled with Pakistan, to persuade China 

that there was scope for both countries to 

prosper in Asia, and that India posed to 

civilizational threat to China.  

Modi was however persuaded by a 

seemingly clever stratagem, whereby 

hatred for Pakistan could be used in 

domestic politics to promote a 

communally polarized discourse at home 

that made Muslims responsible for 

everything that ails India. Simultaneously, 

Modi was led to believe that the road to 

Islamabad went through Beijing, meaning 

China could be induced to jettison its 

policy of supporting Pakistan in return for 

access to India’s lucrative market. The 

belief was that Chinese traders would be 

gratified by profits from India, and China 

would then be induced to look the other 

way, while India dealt with Pakistan as its 

civilizational threat. 

Modi erred in making this strategic choice, 

and the result is that we are not only 

estranged from China and Pakistan, but 

from almost all of our neighbors. Worse, 

we are out of every major trading block in 

the world. When we desperately need to 

trade abroad, we have boxed ourselves out 

of every market. Even with the US, our 

trading relations continue to be strained. 

What could be worse? 

CHINA USING TRADE AS WEAPON 

AGAINST INDIA 

Let me digress briefly to illustrate this 

point with an example in order to bring out 

the salience of China’s strategy to 

checkmate India’s emergence as a major 

trading nation in Asia and globally. 

On any given day, a cacophony of tweets 

from tweeters with impressive credentials - 

military, economic and security - make the 

point that Chinese BRD is a death trap; 

that China is colonising Pakistan, that 

CPEC will bankrupt Pakistan and so on 

and so forth. This cacophony does nothing 

but obscure reality. 

Lets us first deal with a set of data 

regarding Pakistan. 

Please note, even after the pandemic, the 

growth rate in Pakistan was only slightly 

negative compared to the drubbing that 

Modi delivered here with his unplanned & 

abrupt lockdown in the first wave. And it 

was made calamitous when he ignored the 

second. 

Note now how exports by Pakistan took 

off after 2016 when Pakistan devalued its 

currency substantially. 

Note how CAD in Pakistan reduced from 

4.1% of GDP to 1.1% after devaluation in 

2016 and the subsequent improvement in 

exports. 

In the 9 year period, 2012 to 2021, the 

Pakistani Rupee has depreciated by 88% 

[counting from its peak at 170] and is 

currently placed at 154 PKR to the Dollar. 



28 
 

What does it mean in labour costs? If a 

Pakistani worker cost $4 per day in 2012, 

today the cost of the same worker to an 

overseas firm is $2.12. 

Compared with India during the same 

period, Pakistani wages in Dollar terms 

have halved. How then can Indian firms 

compete with Pakistani or Bangladeshi 

exporters in international markets? 

It should not therefore come as surprise 

that while Pakistani and Bangladeshi 

exports have grown robustly over the last 

decade, growth in Indian exports is near 

zero. Quite literally, Indian labour, except 

in highly skilled areas like software 

services, has been priced out of the market. 

Indian wages too have dropped slightly 

following compression of MNERGA. But 

because Modi’s misplaced nationalism 

caused the INR to be over-valued 

compared to the currencies of our 

competitors, Dollar wages are twice as 

high in India as in say Pakistan, and so 

Pakistan's exports of cotton, cotton yarn 

etc zoom while ours drop. 

CHINA'S TRADE STRATEGY 

Let us now address China’s trade strategy 

to finish off Indian exporters in 

Commodity markets. Remember, the 

Chinese believe in total war where 

everything that can be weaponized against 

an adversary is brought into play.  

Both China and Pakistan realize that if 

India continues to grow at 8 to 10% pa for 

a couple of decades, India will far outstrip 

their capacity to contain it. Trade is the 

best way to hobble India’s potential 

growth. 

China, more than us, realizes the potential 

that a growing Indian economy holds for 

its position as the pre-eminent power in 

Asia, and as a global power in the world. 

There is no glossing over this reality. 

Since China will do everything to avert an 

overt war with a significant power like 

India, [such a war would bleed it dry, with 

or without help for India from the West] 

because it would put paid to its global 

ambitions, China has therefore adopted a 

strategy of containing India, not so much 

through 'the necklace of pearls' strategy, as 

crushing Indian trade and economic 

growth.This impacts India in two ways. 

Directly, it hurts its growth which keeps its 

defense spending under a tight leash. 

Indirectly, it diminishes India’s attraction 

as a part of the global market that can 

drive global exports. All of these 

strategies, salami-slicing at the border, 

containment like the 'necklace of pearls' or 

trade are carefully kept below the 

threshold that invite full fledged retaliation 

by India’s friends in the QUAD. Chinese 

are masters at such low visibility but long 

term strategies. 

So what have the Chinese done to 

debilitate India’s export sector and local 

manufacturing? 



29 
 

Chinese firms, with a great deal of 

coordination with & support from its 

Govt., have systematically targeted Indian 

local manufacturing industries like power 

plants & equipment, pharmaceutical firms 

manufacturing API molecules and the 

unorganized sector in such low value 

added stuff like aggarbattis, plastic toys, T-

shirts etc. with predatory pricing attacks. 

Most Indian firms do not have the capital 

and/or the political clout to trigger state 

defenses against such predatory pricing 

strategies. Nor do they have the depth of 

Capital to weather them. Hence they fold 

up quickly & Chinese firms are then able 

to exploit the market with normal pricing. 

Vast swathes of Indian industries in 

plastics, toys, low value consumer goods, 

low end textiles have been wiped out in 

India through such trade strategies. The 

loss of these tiny firms is the reason for 

zero new job creation since 2014. 

On the other hand, Modi’s misplaced bias 

against PSUs has also led to firms such as 

BHEL to go to the dogs from contrived 

Chinese competition which was able to 

offer lower prices for a period of time in 

order to capture markets in India. 

China has added another thread to its 

strategy of debilitating Indian exports by 

offering zero-duty access to exports from 

our neighbours such as Pakistan while 

Indian goods are subjected to normal 

duties. 

Look at an industry like cotton yarn, a 

major part of our exports. Pakistan and 

India have similar competitive advantages 

in the sector as growers of cotton and as 

spinners of yarn [real yarns, not the Modi 

variety]. But in China, Pakistani yarn 

enters the market at zero duty while Indian 

yarn is shut out on grounds of price 

because of higher duty. Add to that, wages 

in Pakistan are half that of India. So 

Pakistani spinners are having a field day 

out-selling India in China. China itself is a 

major textile exporter. 

The salience of this strategy of privileging 

our competitors, particularly our neighbors 

over us cannot be lost on on any strategic 

pundit. It should not surprise us therefore 

if our neighbors are gleefully clambering 

aboard the Chinese bandwagon to share 

the bonanza at our expense. 

What could be a cleverer Chinese 

stratagem? 

Mind you, this is a costless strategy to 

China, given that India imports some $75 

billion worth of goods from China while 

exports barely exceed $15 billon, leaving a 

trade deficit of $60 billion annually which 

should be interpreted as an annual tribute 

paid to a hegemon. 

By diverting imports from India to 

Pakistan, China transfers wealth to 

Pakistan from India at no cost to itself, 

building its clout in Pakistan, and reducing 

India’s influence in the neighbourhood. Do 
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we have a counter? I have yet to see any 

evidence that are our strategic pundits are 

even aware of such a Chinese strategy. 

Modi’s foreign policy is rather clueless 

and incoherent not only in economics and 

trade but also in the more traditional areas 

that constitute CNP. 

India could also have used its public sector 

to thwart China’s decimation of our 

manufacturing [example BHEL] but crony 

capitalism comes in the way. I will 

examine in the next piece how Modi’s 

domestic policies - economic & political - 

have tied Indian foreign policy into knots 

making coherent response to challenges 

from China and Pakistan impossible. 

 

Restoration of statehood on cards? PM 

calls all-party meet with Jammu 

Kashmir leaders, Mufti confirms invite 

 

19-06-21 

rime Minister Narendra Modi will 

chair an all party-meeting on 

Jammu and Kashmir on June 24 

in New Delhi. Sources said that informal 

invites to major political leaders in J&K 

have also been sent. Speaking to India 

Today, PDP President, Mehbooba Mufti 

said that she did "receive an informal 

invite and they were discussing it". 

 

It is the most significant step from the 

centre to end the political impasse in J&K 

after the abrogation of Article 370 and the 

bifurcation of the former state to two 

Union Territories. 

 

Representatives of parties from both 

Kashmir and Jammu are expected to be at 

the meeting, which comes amid reports 

that the Centre may discuss the restoration 

of statehood and other important issues 

concerning J&K. 

"An intimation has been sent to us. We 

don't know exactly what it is about yet but 

will wait for a formal invitation and then 

take a call", said a senior leader in J&K. 

Top sources confirmed to India Today that 

the central government has reached out to 

mainstream parties in the Valley for a 

meeting next week to discuss the 

delimitation exercise or the process of 

redrawing constituencies in the Union 

Territory. This is ahead of the polls which 

could be scheduled in November or early 

next year. 

Sources said that as many as nine parties 

have been called, till Friday, but the list 

could include as many as 16 parties from 

both Jammu and Kashmir. However, a 

formal invite has not been sent so far. 

People's Conference leader Sajad Lone and 

P 
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Apni party leader Altaf Bukhari had been 

reiterating that there is time for the 

political process to take place. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 

Friday met National Security Adviser Ajit 

Doval, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 

Governor Manoj Sinha, Home secretary 

Ajay Bhalla, IB Chief Arvind Kumar and 

top officials of MHA, IB and CRPF, 

concerning the situation in J&K. 

Home Minister Amit Shah carried out a 

security review meeting a month ahead of 

the second anniversary of the abrogation of 

Article 370 and 35 A. The security 

scenario in Jammu and Kashmir was 

discussed with a one hour presentation 

made by the Director-General (DG) 

Jammu and Kashmir Police (JKP), 

Dilbagh Singh. By the end of the 

presentation, he told officials that despite 

the situation being under control, the 

security forces should not let their guards 

down. 

Mehbooba Mufti to meet party leaders 

before deciding: 

Mehbooba Mufti will be holding a meeting 

with her party leaders on Sunday to come 

to a decision about the all-party meeting. 

National Conference leaders, on the other 

hand, remained tight-lipped. However, it is 

worth mentioning that NC patron Farooq 

Abdullah, who heads the People's Alliance 

for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), had spelt 

out earlier that if the Centre reaches out to 

political parties, they should use the 

opportunity to meet. Thus, it is likely that 

the PAGD, formed by Kashmir-based 

parties, is likely to chalk out a strategy for 

the PM meeting. 

In August 2019, the centre took the big 

decision to downsize Article 370 from the 

constitution of India. The provision gave 

special status to Jammu and Kashmir. The 

centre also announced the bifurcation of 

the erstwhile state into two union 

territories - Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh. 

Scores of political workers including top 

leaders and former CM's like Mehbooba 

Mufti, Farooq Abdullah and Omar 

Abdullah - were arrested for months. The 

region has been under political uncertainty 

ever since. 

 

 

BANKING AND FINANCE NEWS 

 

Bank of Maharashtra tops PSU Banks 

in Terms of Loan, Deposit Growth in 

FY21 
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14-06-21 

s per the data published by the 

Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) , it 

emerged as the top performer 

among Public sector undertaking (PSU) 

Banks in terms of loan and deposit growth 

in FY21FY2.  

• BoM recorded a 13.45 percent 

increase in gross advances at Rs 1.07 lakh 

crore in FY21.  

• Followed by BoM, Punjab & Sind 

Bank posted 8.39 percent loans growth in 

advances with  aggregate loans at Rs 

67,811 crore in FY21.  

Key points over Financial Results of BoM 

in FY21: 

1. Deposit Mobilization: BoM 

was ahead of the country’s 

largest lender state Bank of 

india (SBI) in terms of deposit 

mobilization with  nearly 16 %  

growth, in turn, SBI recorded 

13.56 %. 

2. CASA :  in FY21, the current 

Account Savings Account 

(CASA) of BoM increase by 

24.47 % , the highest among 

the PSU Banks. Thus CASA 

was 54 % or Rs 93,945 crore of 

the total liability of the bank.  

About Bank of Maharashtra (BoM): 

Establishment – Incorporate in 

1935,commenced operations in 1936 

Headquarters – Pune , Maharashtra 

MD &  CEO  -  A. S Rajeev 

Tagline –  one Family one Bank  

HDFC MF launched Banking and 

Financial service NFO 

The housing Development Financial 

corporation Limited Mutual Fund (HDFC 

MF) has launched the New Fund offer 

(NFO) of HDFC Banking and Financial 

services Fund for retail investors. 

• The NFO runs from June 11, 2021 

to June 25,2021. 

The main objective of this fund is to 

provide long – term capital appreciation by 

investing predominantly in equity and 

related instruments of companies engaged 

in banking and financial services.  

ICICI Prudential MF to launch NFO for 

Flexi - cap fund 

ICICI Prudential Mutual fund (MF) has a 

launched New Fund offer ( NFO) flexible 

cap fund, an openeded equity scheme that 

will invest across market capitalisation in 

India and has  an enabling provision to 

invest in the overseas markets.  

 The New fund offer (NFO) will 

open on 28 June 2021 and close on 

12 July 2021. 

About HDFC MF : 

Headquarters -  mumbai , Maharashtra 

Managing director & Chief Executive 

Director (MD & CEO) – Navneet Munot 

 

Private ARCs moving to retail loans as 

national bad bank nearing reality 

A 
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14-06-21 

ith RBI mandated loan 

restructuring and 

moratoriums ebbing the tide 

of bad loans among corporates, ARCs 

have been banking on retail loans to drive 

business in the pandemic-hit FY21 and 

player like Edelweiss ARC expects the 

industry-wide retail assets under 

management to hit nearly half of the 

overall pie. The Rs 1.5-lakh-crore asset 

reconstruction market comprises over a 

dozen players led by Edelweiss ARC that 

controls over 30 per cent of the market, 

and the soon-to-be operationalised national 

bad bank, to be funded mostly by public 

sector banks and guaranteed by the 

government, will add to the clutter of the 

market and has private players fearing the 

government guarantee unrevealing their 

fields. 

The pandemic-hit FY21 has seen tepid 

overall growth for asset reconstruction 

companies (ARCs), but retail loan 

portfolio grew faster adding at least 25 per 

cent more to the assets under management 

(AUM). 

While Reliance ARC snaps up only retail 

loans, for Phoenix ARC comprises 20 per 

cent of its Rs 8,500-crore total book/AUM. 

The retail portfolio of Edelweiss ARC is 

around 10 per cent now, but it will be 

“deleveraging the corporate portfolio and 

focusing on retail going forward, while at 

the industry level it’s about 20 per cent. 

But I see this touching almost half of the 

market over the next two years”, Shah told 

PTI over the weekend. 

  

How helpful is “ insta  Education Loan 

” by ICICI Bank?  

 

15-06-21 

n similar lines, ICICI Bank has 

started offering facility  through 

which customers can get instant 

sanction letter for education loans up to Rs 

1 crore to finance higher studies for 

themselves or their children siblings and 

grandchildren in accredited colleges and 

university across the world.coronavirus – 

led restrictions are making companies look 

for innovative ways to reach their needy 

W 

O 
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customers. Most of the companies are 

trying their best to use digital medium to 

engage their prospective customers. 

Unsecured loans were first to go fully 

digital as they required minimum paper 

processing. However, in case of other 

traditional loans, including home loans or 

auto loans, the digital process has been 

limited to sanction letter.  

However before you plan a loan you 

should understand how it works. This 

facility is only for pre – approved 

customers. This is be available only 

against a fixed deposit that you hold with 

the bank.  

You can get a loan up to 90 per cent of 

your fixed deposits with the Bank. The 

amount varies between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 

50 lakh for students seeking admission in 

domestic Institutes, the loan amount 

ranges between Rs10 lakh and Rs 1 crore. 

You can opt for a repayment period of to 

10 years.  

In terms of tax implication, full interested 

payment on the amount of ‘ insta 

interested loan’ up to 8 years is allowed as 

deduction from annual taxable income, as 

per the section 80E of income Tax Act, 

1961. 

Sudipta Roy, Head – unsecured Assets, 

ICICI Bank, said, “ This facility will bring 

down the turnaround time for getting the 

sanction letter from days to a few minutes. 

We believe that this facility surely brings 

in exceptional convenience to customers as 

they can avail finance for higher studies 

without breaking their fixed 

deposit/savings. 

 

RBI Issued Norms for FATF Non-

Compliant 21Jurisdictions’ Investment 

in PSOs; Released Consultative 

Document on Regulation of 

Microfinance 

 

16-6- 21  

n June 14, 2021, under Section 

18 read with 10(2) of the 

Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act, 2007, the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) issued regulations for 

investments in Payment Systems 

Operators (Psos) by new Entities from 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Non-

compliant Jurisdictions (Countries). 

Restrictions imposed by RBI: 

i.RBI has not permitted new investors 

from or through non-compliant FATF 

jurisdictions to acquire, directly or 

indirectly, ‘significant 

influence’ in PSOs (existing PSOs/ entities 

seeking authorisation as PSOs). 

ii. Fresh investments (directly or 

O 
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indirectly) from those non-compliant 

FATF jurisdictions, in aggregate, should 

account for less than 20 percent of the 

voting power (including potential voting 

power) of the PSO. 

- RBI has released the Consultative 

Document On Regulation of Microfinance 

RBI has released the Consultative 

Document on Regulation of Microfinance 

for feedback from All stakeholders. It 

intends to address the over- Indebtedness 

of microfinance borrowers and Enable a 

market mechanism to bring down interest 

rates by empowering the borrowers to 

Make an informed decision. 

• It suggests a common definition of 

Microfinance loans that is uniformly 

Applicable to all regulated entities to 

ensure 

Certainty, irrespective of the type of 

lenders. 

About Financial Action Task Force 

(FATE): 

It is an inter-governmental body that sets 

Standards and develops and promotes 

policies to Combat money laundering and 

terrorist Financing. India became a 

member of the FATF in 2010. 

Establishment 1989 by the G-7 Summit. 

Headquarters Paris, France 

President- Marcus Pleyer (Germany) 

Member countries – 39 

Ambuja Cement Foundation Joins with 

NABARD to Skill Rural Youth 

Ambuja Cement Foundation (ACF), 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

arm of Ambuja Cements Ltd, which is 

working towards the Empowerment of 

rural communities, joins hands With 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) for the 

implementation Of its ‘Employability 

through Skill Initiative Project 

ESIP) Phase lI. 

.Objective: To empower youth with 

practical Skill development training and 

empower them For a better future. 

. ACF received grant assistance from 

NABARD Under the Gramya Vikas Nidhi, 

a fund created For the development of off-

farm sector Activities. 

 Key points: 

iUnder the ESIP Phase I1, ACG intends to 

provideskill training across 19 ACF 

locations for a period of 2 years in 12 

trades (It has already reached over 4000 

youth) 

i.Along with skill training, soft skills and 

leadership skills are included as a part of 

the training module. 

ii.After completion of training, the 

students will be provided with placement 

and hand-holding support post-placement. 

iv.NABARD’s partnership with ACF: 

•It was started in 2008 and had funded 32 

Projects in the areas of agriculture, women 

Empowerment, water and skills impacting 

25,000 people. 
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• Under the partnership 33 Skill and 

Entrepreneurship Development Institutes 

Centres are implemented. 

 

21 RBI Permitted Mobile Prepaid 

Recharges’ under BBPS; Expanded its 

Scope 

 

17 -06-21 

n June 2021, under Section 10 

(2) read with Section 18 of the 

Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act, 2007 (Act 51 of 2007), the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has expanded 

the scope of The Bharat Bill Payment 

System (BBPS) by Permitting the addition 

of ‘mobile prepaid Recharges’ as an 

additional biller category in BBPS on a 

voluntary basis. 

• This was intended to support mobile 

prepaid Customers with more options to 

recharge and It will be implemented on or 

before August 31, 2021. 

Background: 

1 BBPS which is an interoperable platform 

for repetitive bill payments has initially 

covered recurring bills only in 5 segments 

viz. Direct to Home (DTH), Electricity, 

Gas, Telecom and Water 

2.In September 2019, RBI had expanded 

the scope and coverage of BBPS by 

including all categories of billers who raise 

recurring bills (except prepaid recharges) 

as eligible Participants, on a voluntary 

basis. 

3.Now due to the consistent growth in 

different biller categories, ‘mobile prepaid 

recharges’ is also included under BBPS 

About National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPC):  

It is an organisation for operating retail 

Payments and settlement systems in India, 

it is An initiative of RBI and Indian 

Banks’ Association (1BA) under the 

provisions of the Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act, 2007 for creatinga Robust 

Payment & Settlement Infrastructure in 

India. 

Establishment 2008 

Headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra 

MD & CEO-Dilip Asbe 

India extended 4th LOC of $108.28 mn to 

Eswatini 

 

i.On June 15, 2021, the Government of 

India (Gol) has extended its 4th Line of 

Credit (LOC) Worth USD 108.28 million 

to Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) for 

construction of their new Parliament 

building. With this the total value 

Extended to Eswatini as a soft loan has 

reached USD 176.58 million. 

ii.These LOCs are being utilized towards 

O 
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the projects of information technology, 

disaster management, agriculture, and 

construction. 

iii.The agreement for the same was inked 

by Nirmit Ved, General Manager, Exim 

Bank, and Neal H Rijkenberg, Finance 

Minister of Eswatini. 

About Eswatini:  

It is a country in Southern Africa and is 

Africa’s Smallest country. 

Capitals-Mbabane. Lobamba 

 Currency Swazi lilangeni (SZL) 

India High Commissioner to Eswatini- 

Radha Venkataraman.  

 

The World Bank rejects El Salvador's 

request to implement Bitcoin. 

 

17-06-21 

l Salvador asked the World Bank 

for help in introducing Bitcoin as 

legal tender, but was quickly 

rejected, with the international 

organization citing the climate impact of 

the crypto currency and a lack of 

transparency. The Central American 

country became the first country in the 

world to vote last week to convert Bitcoin 

into legal tender. 

The international organization that 

supports developing countries financially 

and economically quickly rejected the 

application. "While the government has 

asked us for help with Bitcoin, the World 

Bank cannot support this given the 

transparency and environmental 

shortcomings," a global report said, the 

bank spokesman told Insider. The World 

Bank is one of the many institutions that 

the Bitcoin's environmental impact and its 

concerns about the transparency of crypto 

currencies mirror that of central banks and 

regulators around the world who are 

concerned that Bitcoin is being used for 

money laundering and drug crime. 

The computational process that secures the 

network and creates new bitcoins 

consumes a lot of energy and uses as much 

energy as entire countries every year, 

according to a study by the University of 

Cambridge's request for help and El 

Salvador's rejection are signs that the 

Implementing Bitcoin as land bidding is 

easier said than done. The government 

plans to use Bitcoin alongside the current 

legal tender, the U.S. dollar, for daily 

payments and transactions. 

Nonetheless, El Salvador's decision 

propelled bitcoin, which had fallen to $ 

31,000 in early June, while the crypto 

currency traded at $ 39,220 on Thursday, 

up around 1.8% from the day. 

Gol inked $484mn loan pact with ADB 

E 
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for CKIC Project in TN    

 

18-06-21 

n June 16, 2021, Government 

of India (Gol) Virtually signed 

a $484 million (Rs 3,616 cr) 

loan Agreement with the Asian 

Development Bank to Improve transport 

connectivity and facilitate 

Industrial development in the Chennai- 

Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC) 

in Tamil Nadu (TN). 

i.In this regard, Seven-year contracts are 

provided for long-term maintenance of 

road projects. 

About Asian Development Bank 

Establishment- 1966 

Members- 68 

Headquartered- Manila, Philippines 

President-  Masatsugu Asakaw 

Indusind Bank Launched Lending 

Platform IndusEasyCredit,a, Digital 

 Induslnd Bank launched the 

“IndusEasyCredit”, a Comprehensive 

digital lending platform to enable 

The customers to meet their financial 

needs from  Their home. 

About IndusEasyCredit: 

1.IndusEasyCredit is a first of its kind 

platform which will offer a digital end to 

end process by utilising Indiastack, the 

public digital infrastructure of India, to 

offer personal loans and credit cards in a 

paperless, presence-less and cashless 

manner. 

2.This will enable both the existing and 

non-IndusInd Bank customers to avail of 

personal Loans or credit cards on a single 

platform ina Completely paperless and 

digital manner. 

3.The stack uses around 35 interfaces to 

digitally verify the Know Your Customer 

(KYC), employment information and 

analyse the bank statements. 

IndiaStack: 

•IndiaStack is a set of APls that allowws 

Governments, businesses, startups and 

Developers to utilise a unique digital 

Infrastructure to solve India’s hard 

problems Towards presence-less, 

paperless, and Cashless service delivery. 

O 
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•Aadhaar Authentication, Aadhaar e-KYC, 

eSign, Digital Locker, Unified Payment 

Interface (UPI) are the core APIl’s of 

IndiaStack. 

About Indusind Bank: 

 Managing Director &CEO-Sumant 

Kathpalia 

 Headquarters- Pune, Maharashtra 

 Established in 1994 

YES Bank removes fraud tag on 

Avantha Holdings after forensic audit 

 

 18-06-21 

es Bank removed the fraud 

label from the account of 

Avantha Holdings, a family 

investment firm owned by Delhi-based 

businessman Gautam Thapar, after he 

conducted a forensic review of the 

company  

Lenders often "red flag" an account when 

they believe the borrower has defaulted on 

a loan due to suspicious activity, such as 

misuse of funds. 

 Yes Bank had given Avantha Holdings an 

unsecured loan of 500 crore rupees. In 

order to secure its commitment, it granted 

the company additional loans between 

2017 and 2019 and assumed CG Power 

shares as security to secure the entire loan 

amount. The State Bank of India invested 

7,250 crore rupees in Yes Bank in March 

2020 as part of a government-backed 

rescue plan. It is now the bank's largest 

shareholder after Kapoor was released and 

an investigation began against him.  

Avantha Holdings is also the company that 

has been the focus of KKR India Financial 

Services' lending. The company had taken 

out five loans from KKR's debt 

department, four of which had been 

cancelled outright. However, one of the 

loans secured by Thapar's. CG Power's 

stock went bad. The US private equity firm 

relied on its shares as collateral. It is also 

said to have orchestrated the removal of 

Thapar from CG Power's board of 

directors. Thapar has challenged his 

dismissal in the National Court of 

Company Law. It is the vehicle that 

Thapar used to finance the expansion of 

the thermal power generation group. The 

majority of the loans taken out by the 

holding company were to be used to cover 

the investment needs of the power plants. 

 

Y 



40 
 

HDFC Bank Board approves dividend 

of 6.50 rupees per share for fiscal year 

21 

19-06-21 

 

DFC Bank announced on 

Friday that its board of 

directors has recommended a 

dividend of 6.50 rupees per share for the 

year ending March 2021 for the year 

ending March 31, 2021, subject to the 

approval of the bank's shareholders on its 

next ordinary general meeting (general 

meeting), said the HDFC Bank in a 

regulatory document. 

If approved by the AGM, the expected 

date for dividends to be paid electronically 

and for physical dividend coupons to be 

sent out would be August 2, 2021, he 

added. 

The bank's general meeting is scheduled 

for July 17, 2021 via video conference and 

other audiovisual means. In addition, the 

Board of Directors approved the re-

election of Umesh Chandra Sarangi as 

independent director from the 1st of 2024. 

Previously, the Board of Directors had 

approved his mandate from March 2021 to 

February 5, 2022 bylaws for three years 

ending in fiscal year 2023-24; this requires 

the consent of RBI. 

MSKA & Associates is currently your 

auditor and under RBI guidelines, banks 

with assets of Rs 15,000 billion and more 

must appoint at least two joint auditors at 

the end of the previous year. each in the 

EEB, 0.95 percent more than at the last 

closing. 

 

Google Pay Expanded Cards 

Tokenisation with SBI, Indusind, 

HSBC, Federal Bank 

 

19-6-21 

oogle Pay, a digital payments 

platform has Expanded its 

network of bank partners 

offering Card tokenisation on the Google 

Pay app by Adding lenders such as State 

Bank of India (SBI), Induslnd Bank, 

Federal Bank, and HSBC India.  
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•Earlier Google Pay has rolled out card 

Tokenisation with Kotak Mahindra Bank, 

SBI Cards and Axis Bank. 

•Currently it has added debit cards by SBI, 

Induslnd Bank and Federal Bank and 

Credit 

Cards by IndusInd Bank and HSBC India. 

Key Features: 

1.Through their credit card, under 

tokenisation, the consumers could make 

contactless payments by using near-field 

communication (NFC) capable 

devices/phones at over 2.5 million Visa 

merchant locations. 

2.They could also scan and pay at more 

than 1.5 million Bharat QR-enabled 

merchants, and pay bills and recharges 

from within their Google Pay 

app. 

3.The addition of SBI, Indusind Bank, 

Federal Bank, and HSBC India will extend 

the Tokenisation offers to millions of card 

users on The Visa network. Earlier Visa 

has issued over 2 Billion token credentials 

globally. 

About Tokenisation: 

i.Tokenisation is the feature that enables 

users to make debit or credit card 

payments through a secure digital token 

without having to physically share their 

credit or debit card details (especially card 

numbers). 

2.During the payment process, the user’s 

card number will be replaced with 16 

random characters known as a ‘token’ in 

mobile and online transactions online 

transactions. 

3.This token then allows payments to be 

processed without exposing sensitive 

account details that could breach security 

and privacy. 

About google: 

Google Pay is the online payment system 

Developed by Google to power in-app, 

online, and In-person contactless 

purchases on mobile Devices, enabling 

users to make payments with Android 

phones, tablets, or watches. It was 1st 

Released as Android Pay in 2015 and later 

as Google Pay in 2018. 

Headquarters California, United States 

CEO Sundar Pichai 

 

ECONOMICS NEWS 

Centre opens cash tap for uttar pradesh 

rs 10k crore under jal jeevan 

 

14-06-21  
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he fourfold increase in the 

drinking water mission budget to 

Rs 10,870 crore for Uttar 

Pradesh (UP) announced by the Centre on 

Saturday makes it the biggest allocation 

for any scheme for the state this fiscal 

year. The sharp rise has happened even 

though the state government was unable to 

spend 40 per cent of the Rs 3,348-crore 

purse it got in 2020-21 (FY21). It had 

underspent in 2019-20 as well. UP will 

elect a new legislature in early 2022. 

Usually in the Budget exercise, if a state or 

central government department is unable 

to spend the money allocated, the 

following year’s total is accordingly 

adjusted downward by the Union finance 

ministry.  

In FY21 for instance, the state had 

returned around 30 per cent of its Jal 

Jeevan Mission. The principal thrust of the 

Jal Jeevan Mission is to ensure tapwater to 

all rural homes in India. The substantial 

jump in allocation to all states could mean 

the Centre may have to expand the budget 

for the Jal Shakti ministry this year. The 

ministry has already got Rs 50,011 crore in 

Budget 2021-22 (FY22) - more than a 

threefold jump for its Jal Jeevan Mission 

in FY22. The officer said each state has 

been assured a 4x rise. While all states 

were asked to present their action plan to 

the Centre, UP is yet to do so. 

 

The robust flow of bilateral investments 

and an annual bilateral trade of about 

US$ 60 billion ensures that the UAE is 

India’s third-largest trade partner. 

15-06-21 

o you think that there is still 

space to grow? Which 

measures need to be taken? 

Says the Economic Times, and there’s 

always a room for improvement and 

growth, though what it could be now is the 

matter of concern. 

We can still work on improving and 

strengthening our trade relations by taking 

care of factors such as increasing 

transparency of existing regulations. 

Besides, capacity building would strongly 

help in gaining trust and facilitate trade 

partners to work more effectively by 

reducing procedural obstacles, and by 

supporting them to comply with regulatory 

requirements for increased work 

efficiency. 

The UAE, in the coming years, is expected 

to make more investments in key sectors 

of the Indian economy. In the food sector, 

for instance, the UAE has already 
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confirmed US$ 7 billion worth of 

investment. On the other hand Operation 

300 billion could be taken as a new golden 

opportunity to seek it as ground to show 

case the talented Indians too! 

Dubai is fast becoming the new Silicon 

Valley for many Indian start-ups and tech 

companies, which have paved their way 

into the UAE market by offering ground-

breaking solutions to both government 

organizations and private companies. The 

growing ties between India and the UAE, 

has led to the surge in hiring of IT 

professionals from India. 

The India-UAE relationship has truly 

strengthened during the pandemic like 

never before, as both the countries worked 

tirelessly to ensure that both residents and 

expatriates were not left stranded amidst 

the pandemic by facilitating travel 

arrangements between the two countries. 

Both countries had also initiated bilateral 

cooperation in sectors such as food 

security and healthcare, which are two of 

the most important areas to focus during a 

pandemic  

 

Wholesale inflation soars to 12.94% in 

may on fuel price surge low base… 

 

15-06-21

 

ndia’s wholesale inflation hit a record 

high of 12.94 per cent in May driven 

by continued rise in fuel and 

commodity prices as well as due to a low 

base effect, data released by the 

government showed. Wholesale inflation 

came in at 10.49 per cent in April. In May 

2020, wholesale prices, whose increase or 

decline is measured in terms of wholesale 

price index (WPI), witnessed deflation at 

(-) 3.37 per cent as demand slackened due 

to the pandemic induced lockdown. The 

latest inflation rate released by the 

government is the highest under the 

current series. “The high rate of inflation 

in May 2021 is primarily due to low base 

effect and rise in prices of crude 

petroleum, mineral oils viz. petrol, diesel, 

naphtha, furnace oil etc. and manufactured 

products as compared to the corresponding 

month of the previous year,” an official 

statement said. 

According to data released by the 

commerce and industry ministry on 

Monday, fuel and power inflation stood at 

37.61 per cent led by higher petrol and 

diesel prices. Fuel and power and inflation 

was 20.94 per cent in April and (-) 23.08 
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per cent a year earlier. According to CARE 

Ratings chief economist Madan Sabnavis 

fuel prices are likely to be upward bound 

on the back of elevated global crude oil 

prices amidst rebound in domestic 

economic activities as the second wave of 

coronavirus subsides. Price rise in 

manufacturing products that accounts for 

close to two-third of the index, was 10.83 

per cent. 

 

ADVANCE TAX COLLECTION FOR 

FY22 

 

16-06-21 

 India’s net direct tax collections doubled 

to more than ₹1.85 lakh crore this fiscal so 

far, the government stated on Wednesday. 

The income tax receipts in the 

corresponding period for the last fiscal 

came at ₹92,762 crore. 

The net Direct Tax collections include 

Corporation Tax (CIT) at Rs. 74,356 crore 

(net of refund) and Personal Income 

Tax(PIT) including Security Transaction 

Tax(STT) at Rs. 1,11,043 crore (net of 

refund), the Ministry of Finance said in a 

statement. 

The gross collection of Direct Taxes 

(before adjusting for refunds) for the FY22 

stands at ₹2,16,602 crore compared to 

₹1,37,825 crore in the corresponding 

period of the preceding year. This includes 

Corporation Tax (CIT) at ₹96,923 crore 

and Personal Income Tax (PIT) including 

Security Transaction Tax(STT) at Rs. 

1,19,197 crore.  

Minor head wise collection comprises 

Advance Tax of Rs. 28,780 crore, Tax 

Deducted at Source of Rs.1,56,824 crore, 

Self-Assessment Tax of Rs. 15,343 crore; 

Regular Assessment Tax of Rs. 14,079 

crore; Dividend Distribution Tax of 

Rs.1086 crore and Tax under other minor 

heads of Rs. 491 crore, the ministry stated. 

Despite extremely challenging initial 

months of the new fiscal , the Advance 

Tax collections for the first quarter of the 

FY22 stand at ₹28,780 crore against 

Advance Tax collections of ₹11,714 crore 

for the corresponding period of the 

immediately preceding Financial Year, 

showing a growth of approximately 

146%,” it stated. 

This comprises Corporation Tax(CIT) at 

Rs. 18,358 crore and Personal Income Tax 

(PIT) at Rs. 10,422 crore. This amount is 

expected to increase as further information 

is received from Banks. Refunds 

amounting to Rs. 30,731 crore have also 

been issued in the F.Y. 2021-22. 
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Apna jobs app for india’s blue-collar 

workers raises $70 mn in funding… 

 

 

16-06-21 

pna an app startup that helps 

India’s blue-collar workers find 

jobs, has raised $70 million 

from Tiger Global and Insight Partners at a 

valuation of $570 million. Existing 

investors including Sequoia Capital India 

and Lightspeed India participated in the 

Series B funding round. The capital will 

help with technology improvements, talent 

acquisition and expansion to the U.S. and 

Southeast Asia, the Bangalore-based 

startup announced Wednesday. India has 

been among the hardest-hit countries 

during Covid-19, though employment is 

recovering in a sign Asia’s third-largest 

economy may be turning a corner. Apna, 

whose app went live just before the 

pandemic hit, has grown 50 times in the 

last 12 months thanks to unprecedented 

demand from segments like e-commerce 

and health care.  

Former Apple Inc. executive Nirmit Parikh 

built Apna for job seekers on the margins 

and calls it a sort of a LinkedIn for non-

English speaking, non-affluent Indians. 

Users enter their name, age and skills to 

generate a virtual business card that’s then 

sent out to potential employers. Apna, 

which launched its product about 16 

months ago, said it has now raised over 

$90 million in total. The app connects 

some 10 million job seekers such as 

delivery personnel, painters, salespeople 

and salon workers to more than 100,000 

employers from Burger King to 

Amazon.com Inc.  

It’s now in 14 cities and available in six 

languages, each a blend of English and a 

local tongue. Apna also offers training. 

The app provides micro-courses such as in 

conversational English and acing an online 

job interview. Its algorithms smoothen 

hiring by matching candidates with the 

right employers and providing them 

interview training. 

 

Greaves cotton advances 10% on heavy 

volumes stock nears record high…. 

 

17-06-21 
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hares of Greaves Cotton moved 

higher by 10 per cent to Rs 166.90 

on the BSE in intra-day trade on 

Thursday on the back of heavy volumes, in 

an otherwise range-bound market, amid 

expectations of a strong business outlook. 

The stock was trading at its highest level 

since July 2017. It had hit a record high of 

Rs 178 on May 4, 2017. The trading 

volumes on the counter nearly doubled, 

with a combined around 9.9 million shares 

having changed hands on the NSE and 

BSE till 11:22 am. In comparison, the S&P 

BSE Sensex was down 0.20 per cent at 

52,400 points. In the past one week, the 

market price of Greaves Cotton has surged 

23 per cent after the government increased 

the subsidy on electric two-wheelers by 50 

per cent, under the second phase of the 

FAME India scheme, making them more 

affordable. 

Greaves Cotton is a diversified 

engineering company and a leading 

manufacturer of cleantech powertrain 

solutions (CNG, Petrol and Diesel 

Engines), generator sets, farm equipment, 

e-mobility, aftermarket spares, and 

services. Greaves Cotton augmented its 

clean technology portfolio in the last mile 

affordable 2W personal mobility segment 

with Ampere Vehicles in 2018. The 

government had made a partial 

modification of the scheme for faster 

adoption and manufacturing of electric 

vehicles in India Phase II (FAME India 

Phase II), including increasing the demand 

incentive for electric two-wheelers to Rs 

15,000 per KWh from the earlier uniform 

subsidy of Rs 10,000 per KWh for all EVs, 

including plug-in hybrids and strong 

hybrids, except buses. 

 

GDP contracted 12% in Q1 

 

17-06-21 

 brokerage report says – 

“Lockdowns imposed by the 

states in April and May to 

contain the second wave of the deadly 

COVID-19 pandemic has likely led to the 

economy contracting 12 per cent in the 

June quarter as against 23.9 per cent 

contraction in the same quarter in 2020”. 

The economy had its worst contraction on 

record in FY21 at 7.3 per cent as the 2.5 

months of unplanned lockdown announced 

by the Centre with just a four-hour notice 

had crippled the economy in the first 

quarter with a massive 23.9 per cent 

contraction, which improved to -17.5 per 

cent in the second quarter.  

This 12 percentage point contraction will 

have the economy missing a sharp V-
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shaped recovery this time around, unlike 

seen last year after the national lockdown 

was lifted, as consumer sentiment remains 

very weak this time around as people are 

more worried about the pandemic than last 

year, says Swiss brokerage UBS Securities 

India.  

“Unlike the V-shaped recovery in 2020, 

we expect the economy to have only a 

gradual recovery this time, as consumer 

sentiment remains weak on pandemic-

related uncertainties. That said, we expect 

economic recovery to gain momentum 

from H2 as we see vaccination ramp up 

and the resultant control of the pandemic 

lifting consumer and business confidence” 

says Tanvee Gupta, economist at Swiss 

Brokerage.  

Our hopes still bid high on the Vaccination 

as there is a positive momentum on the 

ground on the vaccination front which has 

improved to 3.2 million doses daily in the 

week to June 13 from 2.5 million as of 

end-May.  

 

Jpmorgan, goldman, two other banks 

hired by paytm for proposed $3 bn 

IPO… 

 

18-06-21  

aytm, India’s digital payments 

startup, has hired four banks 

including JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

and Goldman Sachs Group Inc. for its 

proposed initial public offering, people 

with knowledge of the matter said. The 

board of the startup, formally called One97 

Communications, also approve3d Morgan 

Stanley and ICICI Securities Ltd. to help 

with the sale, the people asaid, asking not 

to b identified as the matter is private.  

Paytm is joining a global share sale frenzy 

with a plan to raise as much as 218 million 

rupees ($3 billion) in the initial share sale, 

Bloomberg News reported last month. 

That would make it India’s largest IPO. So 

far in 2021, nearly $3 billion has been 

raised through IPOs in the South Asian 

nation, the best start to the year since 2018, 

according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

Representatives of JPMorgan and ICICI 

Securities declined to comment to emailed 

questions, while those at Goldman Sachs 

and Morgan Stanley didn’t respond. A 

spokesperson for Paytm wouldn’t 

comment. 

Earlier this month, the startup backed by 

Softbank Group Corp, Berkshire 

Hathaway Inc. and Ant group among 

others, asked its workers to formally 

declare if they wanted to sell stock as part 

of the public offering. The declaration 

would be required before the company 
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finalizes its prospectus, expected to be 

submitted to the regulator in early July. 

 

Sanjeev Bikhchandani : in 12 yrs. 

Unique and valuable companies will 

emerge, solely Indian!  

 

18-06-21 

he co-founder of Info Edge, Mr. 

Sanjeev Bikhchandani says – 

“Did we ever thought that there 

will be enormous development in the stock 

market, start-ups, investment in start-ups 

and more entrepreneurship to our country”, 

he further added “any speculations which I 

make for India for the next 12 yrs., it could 

be more than 100 times better”!  

He also said that the last 10 yrs. has 

exceeded his expectations, when the 

economy was dwindling, we still saw 

stock market and start-ups expanding!  

He also discussed the professionalism of 

the entrepreneur, where as he said that he 

himself is professional and an 

entrepreneur, just because he’s the founder 

doesn’t make him one, but resilience is 

important! The current crop of 

entrepreneurs are also professionals and 

that is important. It is enough of them 

recognise a need to get professionals on 

board in senior positions of responsibility.  

Zomato and Policybazaar have broad-

based management teams with many 

competent professionals. Increasingly, as 

companies grow, entrepreneurs realise that 

they cannot do it on their own. They need 

people with them and the smart ones do it 

well!  

“Look at fintech, look at financial 

inclusion. India is way ahead of the West 

in many ways. Look at making for Bharat, 

making for rural India, making for small 

town India. There are a number of 

entrepreneurs doing it and we have 

invested in a few” he said.  

 

A litre here, a salary there!  

 

18-06-21 

e all know that at this point, 

prices of fuel are soaring 

high and citizens are 

worried about their mounting expenses, 

while the Central government is standing 

by the astronomical fuel rates. We are 

fretting over fuel costs, as this has largely 

gave harsh outcomes on the salaries!  

Since May 4 this year, fuel prices have 
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been raised at least 23 times. In some 

states petrol and diesel now cost over 

Rs.100 per litre. Critics of the Modi 

government, such as Rahul Gandhi, have 

been hammering on that the Centre is 

making citizens suffer. Although the centre 

has acknowledged that the prices are 

inconvenient, it maintains it is doing good 

with the revenue. 

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural 

Gas Dharmendra Pradhan has said that the 

income from fuel is helping the Centre to 

pay for numerous welfare schemes. These 

include distributing food grain to low 

income groups and giving farmers higher 

Minimum Support Prices for last year’s 

crop. 

Rising fuel prices are indicative of overall 

inflation in the economy. This means that 

prices of things we buy every day are 

going up and will keep going up. Although 

inflation to a measured degree is a normal 

and necessary part of economic growth, 

some economists say that inflation at this 

time spells danger for Indians.   

 

The economy is heading towards 

“stagflation.” That’s when economic 

growth dwindles while inflation 

disproportionately shoots up. With 

unemployment rising, stagflation could 

potentially push more and more Indians 

into poverty.  

Instead of penalising the government, they 

say India’s economy is already on a slow 

path to recovery. Economist Surjit Bhalla 

told India Today that 2020 was a global 

emergency and the Indian government 

cannot be blamed for a flagging economic 

growth rate at a time when the world has 

been turned upside-down. He said that by 

the end of the year, inflation will be back 

under control, so there’s no need to go up 

in arms just yet. 

So we can now only see what the future 

holds and how drastic it could be.  

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS  

Cranfield university grants 

international arrivals bursary for 

international arriving over seas students 

  

      

14-06-21 

ranfield University, United 

Kingdom, is an international 

global university specialized in 

post-graduation. 

Cranfield's world-class expertise, on 

campus large-scale facilities, and global 
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industry partnership offerings are 

producing global leaders in technology and 

management. 

Recently, Cranfield University has 

announced additional support against 

Covid-19 pandemic and started Cranfield 

International Arrivals Bursary for students 

coming to the UK from other countries to 

study. 

The bursary is available to all international 

students coming to the UK from abroad to 

study full-time on a taught or research 

programme from 1st June to 31st October, 

2021. In accordance with government 

guidelines, the bursary will make sure that 

the University will cover the cost of any 

Covid testing student upon arrival in the 

UK. 

The University will provide free 

transportation from the nearby airports to 

the Cranfield campus, and will also 

provide accommodation on the Cranfield 

campus along with complimentary meals if 

students have to quarantine. 

 

Israel’s new government will work to 

advance strategic relations with India: 

FM Lapid 

 

14-06-21 

air Lapid will take over 

premiership in September 2023 

under a power-sharing deal 

with Israel’s current Prime Minister 

Naftali Bennett, serving for two years till 

the end of the term. 

Israel’s new government will work to 

“advance strategic relations” with India, 

Alternate Prime Minister and Foreign 

Minister Yair Lapid said on June 14, a day 

after Naftali Bennett became the new 

premier ending Benjamin Netanyahu’s 12-

year hold on power. 

“I look forward to working together to 

advance the strategic relations between our 

countries and hope to welcome you to 

Israel soon,” Mr. Lapid tweeted in 

response to a congratulatory message from 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 

Jaishankar earlier in a tweet congratulated 

his new Israeli counterpart. “Congratulate 

APM & FM @yairlapid of Israel on his 

appointment. Look forward to working 

closely together to further advance our 

multifaceted strategic partnership,” Mr. 

Jaishankar wrote. 

Mr. Lapid, the head of the Yesh Atid 

party, would take over premiership in 

September 2023 under a power-sharing 

deal with Mr. Bennett, serving for two 

years till the end of the term. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

congratulated Mr. Bennett on being sworn 
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in as Israel’s new Prime Minister, and said 

he looked forward to meeting him and 

deepening the strategic partnership 

between the two countries as they 

celebrate 30 years of the upgradation of 

diplomatic ties next year. 

In his tweets, Mr. Modi also conveyed his 

“profound gratitude” to Mr. Netanyahu, 

whose long tenure as Israeli Prime 

Minister ended on June 13. 

Mr. Modi thanked Mr. Netanyahu for his 

“personal attention” to India-Israel 

strategic partnership. 

“As you complete your successful tenure 

as the Prime Minister of the State of Israel, 

I convey my profound gratitude for your 

leadership and personal attention to India-

Israel strategic partnership @netanyahu,” 

Mr. Modi tweeted. 

The personal chemistry between the two 

leaders has often been talked about in the 

Israeli media and Prime Minister Modi got 

a royal welcome during his historic trip to 

the Jewish state in July 2017 when Mr. 

Netanyahu accompanied him almost like a 

shadow during his entire visit. 

The gesture then extended to Mr. Modi is 

reserved for very few people in Israel. 

Mr. Bennett, the 49-year-old leader of the 

right-wing Yamina party, took oath of 

office on June 13, after the Knesset 

(Parliament) elected him as the 13th Prime 

Minister of Israel. 

The new government — an unprecedented 

coalition of ideologically divergent 

political parties drawn from the Right, the 

Left and the Centre, along with an Arab 

party — has a razor-thin majority in a 120-

member house. 

 

Over 2,000 illegal migrants rescued off 

libyan coast last week 

 

 

 15-06-21 

ripoli, June 15 The International 

Organization for Migration 

(IOM) said that more than 2,000 

illegal migrants were rescued off the 

Libyan coast and returned to the country 

last week. 

"In the period of June 6-12, 2,083 migrants 

were rescued or intercepted at sea and 

returned to Libya," the IOM said in a 

statement on Monday. 

According to the UN agency, a total of 

12,794 illegal migrants, including women 

and children, have been rescued so far this 

year, reports Xinhua news agency 

Meanwhile, 190 of them have died and 

487 went missing off the Libyan coast on 
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the Central Mediterranean route. 

Libya has been plagued by insecurity and 

chaos since the fall of the late leader 

Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, making it a 

preferred point of departure for illegal 

immigrants wanting to cross the 

Mediterranean Sea toward European 

shores. 

Rescued migrants end up inside 

overcrowded reception centres across 

Libya, despite repeated international calls 

to close them. 

The IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix 

(DTM) identified and located 348,372 

internally displaced persons in Libya. 

 

Chinese scientist at center of 

coronavirus controvery breaks her 

silence 

 

 15-06-21 

r. Shi Zhengli, in a rare 

comment to the media, denied 

her institution was to blame for 

the health disaster. 

The Chinese scientist at the center of 

theories that the coronavirus pandemic 

originated with a leak from her specialised 

lab in the city of Wuhan has denied her 

institution was to blame for the health 

disaster. 

“How on earth can I offer up evidence for 

something where there is no evidence?” 

Dr. Shi Zhengli told the New York Times 

in rare comments to the media. 

“I don’t know how the world has come to 

this, constantly pouring filth on an 

innocent scientist,” she told the U.S. daily. 

U.S. President Joe Biden last month 

ordered intelligence agencies to investigate 

the origin of the pandemic, including the 

lab leak theory. 

The leak hypothesis had been floated 

earlier during the global outbreak, 

including by Mr. Biden’s predecessor 

Donald Trump, but was widely dismissed 

as a conspiracy theory. 

But it has gained increasing traction 

recently, fuelled by reports that three 

researchers from the Wuhan Institute of 

Virology became sick in 2019 after 

visiting a bat cave in the southwestern 

Chinese province of Yunnan. 

Dr. Shi is an expert in bat coronaviruses, 

and some scientists have said she could 

have been leading so-called “gain-of-

function” experiments in which scientists 

increase the strength of a virus to better 

study its effects on hosts. 

According to the New York Times, in 

2017 Dr. Shi and her colleagues at the 

Wuhan laboratory published a report on an 

experiment “in which they created new 
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hybrid bat coronaviruses by mixing and 

matching parts of several existing ones — 

including at least one that was nearly 

transmissible to humans — in order to 

study their ability to infect and replicate in 

human cells.”  

But in an email to the paper, Dr. Shi said 

her experiments differed from gain-of-

function experiments since they did not 

seek to make a virus more dangerous. 

Instead they were trying to understand how 

the virus might jump across species. 

“My lab has never conducted or 

cooperated in conducting GOF 

experiments that enhance the virulence of 

viruses,” she said. 

 

‘COVID-19 feeding extremism in 

Germany’ 

 

16-06-21   

ermany’s far-right has grown 

more radical during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Interior 

Minister Horst Seehofer said on Tuesday 

while presenting a report on threats to the 

country's democratic order. Calling right-

wing extremism a "major problem", 

Seehofer told reporters that the scene had 

often hijacked more moderate protests 

against government measures to combat 

the coronavirus. 

"We have to be particularly concerned 

about the fact that the mainstream 

demonstrators didn't draw a line between 

themselves and the far-right ones," he said. 

The 2020 report from the Office for the 

Protection of the Constitution, the 

domestic security watchdog found a 3.8% 

rise in the number of people considered 

right-wing extremists last year, to around 

33,300 people. 

About 40 percent of those people -- 13,300 

-- were considered "violent, prepared to 

use violence or violence-supporting". 

Seehofer noted that although rallies 

organised by the far right were often called 

off by the authorities, its supporters 

infiltrated demonstrations that were 

permitted to take place. 

Crimes linked to right-wing extremism 

rose five percent last year to more than 

22,000, the deadliest of which was a racist 

mass shooting in the western city of Hanau 

that left nine people dead. 

For the first time, the annual report 

included a section on the so-called New 

Right, describing extremists trying to 

influence mainstream discourse with 

"pseudo-intellectual" arguments intended 

to incite racial hatred and explode taboos. 

Seehofer has repeatedly described right-
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wing extremism as the biggest threat to 

German security and banned several 

groups with ties to the scene. 

A particular focus has been the around 

1,000 so-called Reichsbuerger (Citizens of 

the Reich), who reject Germany's 

democratic institutions.  

The report also highlighted recurring 

problems of right-wing extremism among 

police and the military. 

Last week the state of Hesse said it was 

dissolving Frankfurt's elite police force 

after several officers were accused of 

participating in far-right online chats and 

swapping neo-Nazi symbols. 

Violence by the far left, with attacks 

against security forces, neo-Nazis and 

companies, particularly property managers 

amid anger over rising rents, saw a 

significant increase as well, to 1,237 cases 

last year, up from 921 in 2019. 

 

Mammooty urges all with working used 

devices to donate to needy school kids 

 

16-06-21 

hiruvananthapuram, June 15 

When it comes to charity, 

Superstar Mammootty is always 

a leader as he now has begun a new 

initiative requesting all those who are 

having functional smart phones, tablets or 

a laptops, to donate, so as to give it to 

children who do not have the required 

option to carry forward their studies 

online. 

The southern star has joined the Care and 

Share International Foundation, and along 

with others, is expecting to make this a 

huge success, which in turn will provide 

succour to those children who are unable 

to attend the online classes. 

Mammootty has given a clarion call to all 

those who wish to donate, they can get in 

touch with 'Speed and Safe Courier' 

agency at their locality and deposit it with 

them. 

A receipt will be given and no courier 

charges will be collected. 

It will then arrive at the office of the 

Foundation and they will do the needful by 

distributing it to the needy. 

The online classes through the KITE-

Victers channel of the state government 

began on June 1 and for three weeks it has 

been a trial run. 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan took the 

first lead by calling a meeting of telecom 

service providers to ensure that they 

handle the connectivity issues being faced 

T 



55 
 

in a few areas. 

The telecom providers have assured 

Vijayan that they will chip in to help to 

install new towers at areas where 

connectivity is poor. 

 

China is 'pacing challenge' for US: 

Defence Secretary Austin Lloyd 

 

18-06-21 

S Defence Secretary Lloyd 

Austin told members of the 

Senate Appropriations 

Committee during a hearing on 2022 

Budget Request for the Defense 

Department on Thursday that China was 

his “priority focus”. 

Lloyd Austin was responding to questions 

about the challenges being posed by China 

to the US national security. 

China is a "pacing challenge" for America, 

Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin has said, 

asserting that it is "really important" for 

the US to focus more on creating 

opportunities to better partner with its 

allies and partners in the strategically vital 

Indo-Pacific region. 

Austin told members of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee during a 

hearing on 2022 Budget Request for the 

Defense Department on Thursday that 

China was his “priority focus”. 

“China is, in fact, our pacing challenge and 

it is my priority focus. You've seen that 

quite frankly through our actions. My first 

overseas trip along with Secretary Blinken 

was over to the Indo-Pacific region,” he 

said. 

 

“You saw me stand up a China task force 

that has helped to focus the efforts of the 

department on making sure that we are 

doing the right things to create the 

capabilities and develop the operational 

concepts that we need to be successful. 

You've seen that through quite frankly our 

actions,” he said. 

He was responding to questions about the 

challenges being posed by China to the US 

national security. 

 US assesses reported leak at Chinese 

nuclear power plant after French company 

warns of ‘radiological threat’ 

US assesses reported leak at Chinese 

nuclear power plant after French company 

warns of ‘radiological threat’ 

Austin said China taskforce completed its 

work last week and he issued an internal 

directive, kicking off wide efforts that will, 
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among other things, help bolster deterrence 

against Beijing and revitalise network of 

regional allies and partners and accelerate 

the development of cutting-edge 

capabilities and new operational concepts. 

“My first trip overseas - was out to the 

region, the Indo-Pacific region where I met 

with our allies in Japan and South Korea 

and further traveled to India to meet with 

our partner there and just as recent as two 

nights ago, I was in a conference with 

ASEAN nations and exchanging ideas 

about how we could better work together,” 

he said. 

Austin visited India and met Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at the start of his 

three-day visit to the country in March. 

“What I've done with the China taskforce 

is focused our efforts a bit more that in a 

way will create opportunities for us to 

better partner with allies and partners in 

the region, because I think that's really 

important,” he said. 

The Chinese military has been flexing its 

muscles in the strategically vital Indo-

Pacific region and is also engaged in hotly 

contested territorial disputes in both the 

South China Sea and the East China Sea. 

India, the US and several other world 

powers have been talking about the need to 

ensure a free, open and thriving Indo-

Pacific in the backdrop of China's rising 

military manoeuvring in the region. 

China claims nearly all of the disputed 

South China Sea, though Taiwan, the 

Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam 

all claim parts of it. Beijing has built 

artificial islands and military installations 

in the South China Sea. 

“China and Russia are formidable 

adversaries and China Mr Secretary has 

proven to be a true pacing threat. China 

seeks hegemony militarily, 

technologically, economically, and 

geopolitically and is making 

unprecedented investments to see that to 

fruition,” Senator Richard Shelby said. 

“Meanwhile, Russia is nearing the end of a 

massive military modernisation program 

that saw its defense spending increased 30 

per cent in real dollars over the last 10 

years,” he said, adding that competition 

with China requires a whole of 

government investment. 

 

Chinese, Indian workers among 11 killed 

in Nepal floods: 25 missing 

 

18-06-21 

andslides and flash floods 

triggered by heavy rain across 

Nepal this week killed 11 people 

including one Indian and two Chinese 
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workers at a development project, while 25 

people were missing elsewhere, officials 

said on Friday. 

The bodies of the three workers were 

recovered near the town of Melamchi in 

Sindhupalchowk district, northeast of 

Kathmandu, which was hit by flash floods 

on Wednesday that also forced many 

people from their homes, district 

administrators said in a statement. 

"The foreign nationals were working for a 

Chinese company that is building a 

drinking water project," district official 

Baburam Khanal told Reuters. 
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