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NATIONAL NEWS 

HC asks Delhi govt to fix price of oxygen 

cylinders, mortuary services 

 

The Delhi High Court on Monday sought a 

status report from the Delhi government on 

the distribution of oxygen cylinders in the 

national capital, and directed it to hold a 

meeting at the earliest with all stakeholders 

on the aspect of pricing of cylinders. 

“We are of the view that GNCTD should 

look into the aforesaid aspect so that price at 

which cylinders are to be supplied to 

consumer is fixed after taking into account 

transportation/commission and service 

charges which may reasonably be borne for 

delivering gas after conversion from LMO 

(liquid medical oxygen) by the retailer,” said 

the division bench of Justices VipinSanghi 

and RekhaPalli. 

Senior advocate Rahul Mehra, representing 

Delhi government, told the court that the 

state was rethinking about operationalisation 

of the portal for delivery of cylinders, and 

considering whether distribution should be 

done by the retailers directly among the 

customers. 

The state government also told the court that 

requirement of Covid positive report for 

procuring an oxygen cylinder can be 

dispensed with and the supply could be done 

on basis of doctor’s prescription and other 

accompanying documents. 

It also told the court that the requirement of 

providing a copy Aadhaar card of the 

patients for the purposes of identity will be 

relaxed and some other identity document 

would be accepted. However, the 

government also told the court that people 

should continue to first approach the 

cylinder providers within their districts. 

The court also directed the state to place a 

report with regard to seizures of medical 

equipment and the orders passed by various 

district magistrates. The particulars have to 

be provided police station wise, said the 

court. 

Vaccination is the only solution for 

India’s Covid crisis, Dr. Fauci: 

On Sunday, Dr. Anthony Fauci who is the 

Top Public Health expert said that the 

getting vaccination by the people is the only 



 

solution for securing the risk of present 

pandemic situation of Covid -19 and he 

called for manufacturing of this coronavirus 

vaccine, which it should be made both 

domestically as well as globally, to fight 

people’s against the infection.  

                 

Mr. Fauci the chief Medical Adviser to U. S. 

President  Joe Biden told to ABC News in 

an interview that India is the largest vaccine 

producing country. He also responded to a 

question that, it is more essential for India to 

immediately build makeshift of hospitals 

like what china had did a year ago.  

People’s who were suffering a lot of issues 

because of the supply of medical oxygen 

and there is a problem of how to stop the 

shut down to break the chain of 

transmission? He said that it is necessary to 

declare lockdown to the whole countrywide 

to arrest the spread of the virus.  

 

 

He called for a nation wide lockdown, which 

is not needed for 6 months but it’s enough 

only for  few weeks to stop the spreading of 

corona virus.  

 

Using term ‘Indian Variant’ for B.1.617 

strain has no basis, WHO has not done 

so: Health Ministry 

 

Taking umbrage against the B.1.617 mutant 

of the novel coronavirus being termed an 

“Indian Variant”, the Union Health Ministry 

on Wednesday said the WHO has not used 

the word “Indian” for this strain in its 

document. 

The ministry dismissed as “without any 

basis and unfounded” media reports that 

have used the term “Indian variant” for the 

B.1.617 mutant strain, which the WHO 

recently said was a “variant of global 

concern”. 



 

“Several media reports have covered the 

news of World Health Organisation (WHO) 

classifying B.1.617 as variant of global 

concern. Some of these reports have termed 

the B.1.617 variant of the coronavirus as an 

‘Indian Variant’,” the ministry said in a 

statement. “These media reports are without 

any basis, and unfounded,” it said. 

This is to clarify that the WHO has not 

associated the term “Indian Variant” with 

the B.1.617 strain of the coronavirus in its 

32 page document, it said. 

In fact, the word “Indian” has not been used 

in its report on the matter, the ministry 

added. 

Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin gets approval 

for the vaccination of 2-18 years: 

On Tuesday, it was recommended by the 

expert panel for clinical trial, to those who 

were aged between 2 to 18 years old and this 

was provided for the production of 

Coronavirus vaccine by Bharat Biotech’s 

which is named as Covaxin. The trail will 

going to be placed at almost of 525 subjects 

at various sites, which including of AIIMS, 

Delhi, AIIMS Patna, and Medtronic Institute 

of Medical Science, Nagpur.  

                 In Hyderabad, Bharat Biotech’s 

application was seeking a permission for 

conducting  some trails for much security 

and for safety, reactogenicity and 

immunogenicity of Covaxin, to the children 

who were aged from the 2 to 18 years. The 

subject Expert Committee conducted a 

meeting on the present pandemic situation of 

corona virus  of the Central Drugs Standard 

Control Organization which is deliberately 

recommends people to conduct for a clinical 

trial.  

Earlier, On February 24 it was proposed in 

the Subject expert Committee meeting. As 

of now, the vaccination was only limited to 

the people who were at the age of above 18 

years and presently by keeping an fear of 

covid 3rd wave of corona virus which mostly 

going to affect the children below 18 years. 

For that , it introduced Covaxin for the 

children between the age of 2 to 18 years 

old.  

Tihar jail asks Delhi govt to vaccinate 

18,000 inmates aged between 18 and 45 

yrs 



 

Tihar Jail administration has written a letter 

to the Delhi government’s Home 

department, asking it to start a Covid-

19nvaccination drive for around 18,131 jail 

inmates, who are aged between 18 and 45 

years, in their three jails. Data provided by 

Tihar Jail authorities till May 11 shows that 

369 inmates tested positive for Covid-19 and 

six of them, including former MP Mohd 

Shahabuddin, died. 

DG (Tihar jail) Sandeep Goel said, 

“Currently, 1,185 jail inmates above 45 

years have received the first dose of the 

vaccine. Among the 1,185 inmates, 854 in 

Tihar received the shot, 112 in Rohini and 

219 in Mandoli jail. Apart from this, 45 

inmates in Tihar jail also received the 

second dose.” 

A senior official said they have written a 

letter to the home department, explaining to 

them the current scenario in the jail: “We 

informed them the optimum holding 

capacity of Delhi prisons is 10,026, but there 

are 19,679 inmates in the jails at present. We 

are all set to release some of them to 

decongest our jails, but we should also 

provide them vaccination. We have now 

requested them to start giving vaccination to 

all inmates from 18-45 years.” 

The official added that they are also 

preparing a list of 5,000 undertrial prisoners 

who are going to be released on interim bail 

for 90 days to decongest prisons. 

 

Data provided by Tihar Jail authorities 

shows that 369 inmates have tested positive 

in Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli jails since 

March. “262 of them have been recovered, 

while 101 are in isolation or hospitals. 

Among prison staff, 194 have been tested 

positive, including a jail superintendent and 

two prison doctors, but 124 of them have 

been recovered,” a senior officer said. 

 

Jail officials said till May 3, as many as 63 

inmates have been isolated in the jail; 67 are 

lodged in the Central Jail Hospital of Tihar; 

37 in Central Jail Hospital of Mandoli; 16 in 

Burari Hospital; 14 in GTB Hospital; five in 

Lok Nayak Hospital; four in DDU hospital; 

and one each in AIIMS and MAX Hospital 

 

“A large number of prisoners were released 

last year to decongest the jails but some of 

them are still missing and did not return. 

Their details have been shared with the 

Delhi Police to find them,” an official said. 

On Monday, gangster Chhota Rajan, who 

was admitted to the AIIMS Trauma Centre 

for Covid-19 treatment, was discharged 



 

from hospital following his recovery and 

taken back to Tihar Jail. He was admitted to 

AIIMS on April 24 after he tested positive 

inside the jail complex. 

 

What is Black fungus? What are the 

symptoms of Black fungus? Use of 

steroids lead to Black fungus? 

 

Black fungus is a growth of fungal material 

caused by a bug. It’s so rare that 

indiscriminate, untimely, and excessive use 

in patients causes it. When doctors with 

good knowledge give steroids, they give it 

for a short period, and they wean and taper it 

off. Because steroids have a feel-good 

factor, patients often continue them. The 

black fungus will breed in poorly diabetic 

controlled patients. 

 

If you have been in hospitals for more than 

two-three weeks and have a lot of antibiotics 

and steroids, and if you have diabetes and if 

you have used oxygen for long periods 

maybe the oxygen has not been hygienically 

delivered to you if you start getting 

unnatural headaches and sinus pain, 

forehead pains, visual disturbances, that’s 

when you should go to the doctor and ask 

him whether you have something growing in 

the sinus, in the orbital area. But that doesn’t 

mean that every headache after Covid is a 

black fungus. It’s pretty rare. We’re seeing 

them in single-digit percentages and that too 

under five. Quite often, the fungus is in 

mind and not in the body. 

 

International News 

THE WHO APPROVES CHINAS FIRST 

VACCINE 

The WHOs china chief has termed the 

conditional approval granted by the global 

health body to china first COVID-19 



 

Vaccine Sino pharms as a milestone 

achievement which will create an opening to 

significantly increase the global supply of 

vaccines. This decision announced on Friday 

by the World Health Organisation in Geneva 

to grant Emergency use listing to a COVID-

19 vaccine manufactured in China 

represents a milestone achievement, said in 

a statement her on Saturday. Onvaccine has 

received EUL, but we know that there are 

over fifteen additional COVID-19 vaccines 

in advanced development in China.  

Today’s milestone achievement should spur 

other manufacturers to pursue this route and 

add to the global vaccine arsenal. In a Big 

relief for China the WHO on Friday finally 

granted the conditional approval to its Sino 

pharm COVID-19 vaccine from a non-

western country to get the recognition. The 

WHO listing the expected to help Chine step 

up its vaccine diplomacy amid the surge in 

coronavirus vaccines in several countries. 

Though china has been supplying vaccines 

to various countries hesitated using the 

vaccine as it has not secured recognition 

from the WHO. China was eagerly awaiting 

the global health body’s nod for it to 

aggressively push the vaccine among 

different countries. 

 

RUSSIA SCHOOL SHOOTING 

In Russia more than 20 others mostly 

children were reportedly wounded. A 19-

year-old suspect was detained. The attack 

happened 820km east of Moscow, in the 

mainly Muslim republic of Tatarstan. Prime 

Minister Mikhail Mishistin spoke of great 

sorrow, while Tatarstans leader Rustam 

Minnikhanov described the attack as a 

majority tragedy. Responding to the 

shooting Russian President Vladimir Putin 

said he would review the country gun 

control laws. 

A source in the emergency services told 

Russian news agency Tass that attack began 

at about with the first signal from a panic 

button at the school five minutes later. 

Heavily armed police and emergency 

vehicles responded to the incident. The 

footage sired on social media showed some 

children jumping from windows to escape as 

well as injured people being evacuated. 

Russian TV reported that two of the children 



 

died after jumping from a second floor 

window. 

The officials have confirmed eight deaths. 

Mr. Minnikhanov said the victims included 

four males and three female eight grade 

students. His press service later added that a 

teacher was also killed. More than 20 others 

were injured, according to local media 

reports. Then the terrorist has been arrested. 

He completed age 19. And he registered 

firearm owner the investigation report said.  

ISRAEL – GAZA FEARS OF WAR 

 

More than 1000 rockets have a now been 

fired by Palestinian militants over 38 hours, 

Israel said. Israel has carried out hundreds of 

air strikes destroying two tower blocks in 

Gaza on Tuesday and Wednesday. At least 

43 Palestinians and six Israeli’s have been 

killed since Monday. That includes 13 

Palestinian children caught up in the 

conflict. UN secretary-general Antonio 

Gutierrez said he was gravely concerned by 

the ongoing violence. An Israeli citizen was 

killed when an anti-tank guided missile, 

fired from the northern Gaza Strip, struck a 

jeep on the border. Three other people were 

injured.  

The Gaza five members of one family were 

killed in an Israeli air strike. Streets are full 

of rubble where buildings have collapsed 

and cars have been left crushed or burned. 

Israeli Arabs have staged violent protests in 

a number of Israeli towns. Lode near Tel 

Aviv has been put under a state of 

emergency. The fate of the city, with its 

deep religious and national significance to 

both sides, lies at the heart of the decades 

old Israel Palestinian conflict. Israel in effect 

annexed East Jerusalem in 1980 and 

considers the entire city its capital, though 

this is not recognised by the vast majority of 

other countries. Palestinians claim the 

eastern half Jerusalem as the capital of a 

hope for state of their own. 

ISRAEL GAZA DEATH MOUNT 

In Gaza deaths continue to mount, with the 

at least 83 peoples are now killed in Gaza 



 

and seven in Israel. Israel is now mulling a 

possible ground operation in Gaza. In Israel 

an apartment block was destroyed in the city 

pf Petah Tikava, shortly after residents had 

gone to their bomb shelter. “We heard an 

alarm and suddenly there was band. Smoke 

entered the shelter and the neighbour next to 

me who was sitting on a chair flew back” 

the one people said. The peoples said the 

situation is worse and worse a lot of deaths 

of people a lot of wounded children, old 

women and old men. 

We cannot sleep at home; we are not feeling 

safe. Air Strikes all over Gaza. There are not 

any places safe”. Gaza authorities say many 

civilians have dies, including 17 children. 

Israel says dozens of those killed in Gaza 

were militants, and that some of the deaths 

are from misfired rockets from Gaza. The 

many of peoples are affected by war. Many 

of children’s and old agers are still now 

survive without food. This condition was 

very worst for Gaza peoples. 

CHINAS ROVER LANDS ON MARS 

China has successfully landed a spacecraft 

on Mars, state media announced early on 

Saturday. The six wheeled Zhurong robot 

was target the Utopia Planitia, the vast 

terrain in the planet northern hemisphere. 

The robot officially landed shortly after 

07.00 on Saturday, Beijing time according to 

stat media. It took 17 minutes to unfold its 

solar panels and send a signal back to Earth. 

Zhurong which means God of Firs, it carries 

to mars on the Tianwen 1 orbiter, which 

arrived above the planet in February.  

The aim with all such ventures is to pick a 

spot that is devoid of imposing craters and 

where the landscape isn’t covered in large 

boulders. Chinese engineers would have had 

to follow the landing effort with a 

timelag.From the Chinese perspective, space 

benefits Chinese diplomacy, Chinese 

technology; it’s a great advertisement; it 

reinforces the legitimacy of the Chinese 

communist Party to its own people.  

The space always has military implications, 

and conversely by going to mars, it 

demonstrates that china can contribute to 

what they term the global pool of human 

knowledge. American put down its latest 

rover, Perseverance in February. Europe, 

which has twice failed with landing 



 

attempts, will send a rover to Mars next 

year.  

 

ECONOMICS NEWS 

RENT CRISIS AMONGST THE 

SECOND WAVE; 

 

Rent is particularly pivotal for workers who 

do not consider themselves migrants for all 

the domestic workers we interviewed, 

returning to their villages was not an option. 

As state governments have begun 

implementing weekend curfews and 

lockdown-like conditions amid the second 

wave of COVID, there is another issue that 

is emerging-rent crises  with in informal 

markets. Meanwhile, reports of loss of 

livelihoods, in an eerie echo of 2020, have 

begun. In a crisis, the issue of rent does not 

get as much attention as food and income 

support do. 

Rent formed 40% of their average expenses 

in the first five weeks of the lockdown in 

2020, was a majority component of debt 

post the lockdowns, and was a key 

component of the vulnerability of urban 

workers. This is not just true of domestic 

workers. Reports by the stranded workers 

action Network showed that fear of rent 

payments was one of the main reasons cited 

by migrants in their decision to leave cities 

and walk along highways. 

PM KISAN SAMAN NIDHI – 

 

Prime Minister’s farmers tribute fund or PM 

KisanSamanNidhi (PMKSN) is an initiative 

by the government which will give each 

farmer up to Rs. 6,000 or USD 84, per year 

as a minimum income support. This 

initiative was announced byMr. 

PiyushGoyal. The scheme has cost ₹75,000 

crore (US$11 billion) per annum and has 

come in effect from December 2019. 



 

Under this scheme each land owning farmer 

to get Rs. 6,000 every year in three equal 

installments, i.e., 2,000 each. There are 

about 9.5 Cr. Farmers who will get Rs. 

19,000 Cr. This year. This will be the 

highest amount paid under the scheme in a 

single day. The current payment is to be 

transferred to the farmers on Friday, for 

April-June months. 

This scheme is to meet the partial demands 

of fertilizers before the sowing season if 

kharif crop, to fulfil the demands before 1st 

of June. States have to first upload the data 

of its farmers in the Public Finance 

Management System, a platform which auto 

verifies aadhar card and the bank account 

details of beneficiaries. 

The last installment on December 2020 was 

of Rs. 18,000 Cr. 

GST EXEMPTION ON COVID 

SUPPLIES WILL MAKE IT DEARER: 

SITARAMAN 

 

Written by Priyanshu kashyap 

Responding to West Bengal Chief minister 

Mamta Banerjee’s letter to Prime Minister 

naremdra Modi seeking GST exemption on 

Covid-19 vaccines and supplies, Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman Sunday said 

such exemption on domestic supplies and 

commercial imports would make these items 

costlier for consumers. 

What are the taxes levied currently? 

At present 5% GST is levied on domestic 

supplies and commercial imports of 

vaccines, While Covid drugs and oxygen 

concentrators attract 12% GST. 

FM’S argument against granting an 

exemption: 

The FM has argued that if GST exemption is 

granted for domestic supplies and 

commercial imports of Covid-related drugs, 

vaccines and oxygen concentrators, 

Manufacturers would not be able to offset 

the taxes paid on inpots and pass it on to 

consumers in terms of higher prices. 

If full exemption from GST is given, 

vaccine manufacturers would not be able to 

offset their input taxes and would pass them 

on to the end consumer/citizen by increasing 

the price. A 5% GST rate ensures that the 

manufacturer is able to utilize ITC(input tax 



 

credit) and in case of overflow of ITC, claim 

refund. Hence exemption to vaccine from 

GST would be counterproductive without 

benefiting the consumer, Sitharaman posted 

on Twitter. If fact, a nominal 5% GST is in 

the interest of the domestic manufacturer of 

vaccine and in the interest of the citizens, 

Sitharaman Says. 

JOBLESSNESS    

It was just yesterday, when people used to 

manage all of their expenses and finance as 

this time is – Salary time! But, today, it’s the 

empty pockets for all employed and 

unemployed people! As now Covid-19 is 

whatwe have on our plates, which was 

supposed to stay for some time has joined us 

for god knows how many years? The 

symptoms of COVID is clearly visible on 

Economy and moreover on the Service 

Sector. 

We have forever known the difference 

between Employment and unemployment. 

Though, what we are experiencing now is a 

mixed form of the two, the Bonded form. 

The compulsory charity has been started in 

the service sector. The major economic 

sectors already saw a major low last year, 

and now again due to the lockdowns, which 

is but-essential is believed to see a major 

low in the coming months. It could observe 

a downfall even more than the expected one. 

The demand and consumption have been 

hurt majorly, even the major households 

have seen the lows. Though it’s very well 

predicted that the demand for goods and 

service would see a hike in festive season, 

that would be around September. But, what 

about the person who are living on the half 

salary and the Savings? The organised sector 

can pass these times. Although, various 

informal sectors will once again be in deep 

distress. 

Joblessness is already running high, as 

according to the CMIE data – 

unemployment has seen 8% hike and around 

ten million salaried person have lost their 

jobs. Even after re-gaining the job, the 



 

stipend and salary is not upto the 

expectations and earlier salary. 

INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL 

PRODUCTION GROWS AT RECORD 

HIGH 22.4% 

 

India’s factory output (IIP) shot up 22.4% in 

March while retail inflation eased to a three 

month low of 4.29% in April, As favourable 

base effects kicked in giving a false sense of 

normalcy even as the rampaging second 

wave of coronavirus pandemic and Slow 

vaccine rollout are widely expected to delay 

any meaningful economic revival in Asia’s 

third largest economy. 

A spurt in coronavirus cases forced the 

government to impose a nationwide 

lockdown in March last year. This led to 

economic growth collapsing to a 23.9% in 

June quarter with core sector contracting for 

six consecutive months from March to 

August of 2020, Indian economy plunged 

into its deepest recession in FY21 in more 

than 40 years contraction 8% as the first 

wave of the pandemic took a heavy toll on 

both services and manufacturing activity 

with massive job losses. 

What is the Index of core industries? 

This is an index of the eight most 

fundamental industrial sectors of the Indian 

economy and it maps the volume of 

production in these industries. Since these 

eight industries are the essential “basic” 

and/or “intermediate” ingredient in the 

functioning of the broader economy, 

mapping their health provides a fundamental 

understanding of the state of economy.   

GLOBAL RATING AGENCYSHARPLY 

DECREASED INDIA’S GROWTH FOR 

FY22 

Rating agency Moody’s has cut India’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) forecast for 

FY22 to 9.3% which was earlier 13.7%. 

This downfall in the revised GDP has come 

due to the Second wave of Covid-19 in 

India. It’s been almost two months now, that 

we are struggling and living amidst the 

second wave of it. 

“As a result of the negative impact of the 

second wave, we have revised our real, 

inflation-adjusted GDP growth forecast 

down to 9.3 per cent from 13.7 per cent for 



 

fiscal 2021 (FY22),” the Moody’s release 

said. Covid-19 curbs the economy of India 

in a very bad way possible, the shutdowns, 

curfews and mobility surge has led to such 

dwindling situation. Yet, it’s imperative to 

protect lives. 

India is experiencing severe second wave, 

which has slowed the near economic 

recovery, as a result, the rating agency now 

expects a wider general government fiscal 

deficit of about 11.8 per cent of GDP in 

FY22, compared with previous forecast of 

10.8 per cent. 

“A Rating upgrade is unlikely in the near 

future. However, we would change the 

outlook on India’s rating to stable if 

economic developments and policy actions 

were to raise confidence that real and 

nominal growth will rise to sustainably 

higher rates than we project,” Moody’s said. 

“As of now, we expect the negative impact 

on economic output to be limited to the 

April to June quarter, followed by a strong 

rebound in the second half of the year,” 

Moody’s said. As a result, the rating agency 

has revised upwards its GDP growth 

forecast for India for fiscal 2022 to 7.9 per 

cent from 6.2 per cent. Over the longer term, 

we expect growth of around 6.0 per cent 

thereafter,” it said.  

Banking and Financial News 

State Bank of India invited some bids for 

selling of NPAs which is worth of ₹217 

crore: 

On Wednesday, State Bank of India invited 

some bids for selling non performing assets 

of two forms which is worth about Rs. 217 

crores. For getting a clear picture of non 

performing assets sale, it was assumed as a 

significant factor of National Asset 

Reconstruction Company.  

                       An reserve price of Rs. 42.5 

crores was already setup by State Bank of 

India for two accounts. Those two accounts 

were khare and Tarkunde infrastructure and 

Heavy Metal and Tubes. The National 

Agriculture Research Centre is expected for 

a stressed assets which is larger Rs. 500 

crores. This process of e- bidding  for two 

Non performing assets accounts which will 

going to be conducted on June 6, 2021. 

It was clearly mentioned that the Swiss 

Challenge method, by State Bank of India. 



 

Banks had put up Non performing assets  

which worth of Rs. 5140 crores for the sale 

to Asset Reconstructing company. State 

Bank of India had put bad loans worth of Rs. 

1,337 crores up for sale to asset 

reconstructing company.  

This Swiss challenge method which is based 

on an existing offer , mentioned by State 

Bank of India said in its sale notice.  

Fitch says, RBI relief measures were 

issued to delay stress for Financial 

Institutions: 

On Monday, Fitch ratings said that the relief 

measures which were announced last week 

by the India’s  Central Bank to help lenders 

and borrowers because of the present 

pandemic situation of corona virus, which 

will only delay the stress for Financial 

institutions.  

Last Wednesday, Reserve Bank of India 

introduced certain schemes for loan 

restructuring which mounts the bad loans 

and help the borrowers and the traders who 

have taken loans to be paid back their debt, 

it provided more time for repayment. Fitch 

also mentioned that the measures which 

were released some specific relief to the  all 

Financial institutions over the period of next 

12- 24 months.  

Central Bank also expressed these schemes 

to support the Financial sectors by the 

issuingof credit guarantee schemes or a 

blanket moratorium. The rating agency said 

that these indications about the economic 

stress.  

 Several states were presently facing 

felonious situation of corona virus and the 

institutions like Fitch expected a severe 

shock in 2020 and expecting more in the 

present year also.  

Fitch  warned , if it shows slow pace of 

vaccination then India could be vulnerable.  

Analysts reported that second wave of 

covid have a huge negative impact on 

Bank’s growth which is harder than asset 

quality 



 

The second wave of surging Covid cases in 

India could pose a greater risk to banks’ loan 

growth than to their asset quality, analysts 

said. The extent and nature of lockdowns 

across states will impact credit growth for 

banks and non-banks by about 140-160 basis 

points (bps), analysts at Emkay Global 

Financial Services have said. Industry 

experts expect the Reserve Bank of India’s 

(RBI) latest round of relief measures to 

support asset quality. 

According to Emkay’s estimates, the 

severely affected states account for about 

48% of retail credit and 56% of overall 

credit. The self-employed categories will 

bear much of the brunt of localised 

lockdowns. “We estimate that within retail 

assets (~31% of overall credit), the self-

employed category accounts for nearly a 

third – though the impact will largely be 

restricted to BL (business loan)/LAP (loans 

against property) and MFI (microfinance) 

portfolio,” the report said. 

Commercial vehicles (CV) loans are likely 

to hold up well as goods transport remains 

unrestricted. Most banks continue to stay 

invested in the secured lending categories, 

especially mortgages. Shanti Ekambaram, 

group president – consumer banking, Kotak 

Mahindra Bank, told analysts last week that 

home loans will continue to be a big area of 

focus for the lender. “February and March 

were our best ever months in LAP, too. This 

has traditionally been an area where we have 

done well, both in terms of market share and 

credit quality and we will continue to 

consolidate and grow our share,” she said. 

By end-February 2021, India Ratings 

estimates banks had sanctioned recasts 

worth Rs 2.46 lakh crore to beneficiaries. 

Also, Rs 45,000 crore of advances were 

restructured by end-March 2021. Non-

banks, especially those in the vehicle 

finance, mid – large ticket LAP and 

unsecured business loan segments would 

make substantial use of the new 

restructuring framework, India Ratings said. 

 

Non Banking Financial Companies , 

Covid rural spread strains micro finance 

firms: 

In the advancement of the present pandemic 

situation of corona virus, India’s hinter land 

has begun its works to hurt the micro 

finances and non bank lenders, operating 

there which potentially  impacts the loan 

recoveries and moving their provisioning in 

the days ahead. The micro credit sector is 

gradually recovering it’s first wave when the 

https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/emkay-global-financial-services-ltd-stock-price/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/emkay-global-financial-services-ltd-stock-price/
https://www.financialexpress.com/tag/rbi/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/kotak-mahindra-bank-ltd-stock-price/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/kotak-mahindra-bank-ltd-stock-price/


 

second wave is struck. Micro Finance 

institutions were able to  collect repayment. 

The staff of this micro lending were affected 

it’s time around.  

Some if the Non Banking Financial 

companies like Mahindra and Mahindra 

Financial Services, those were completely 

focused on the rural and semi urban markets. 

There are some other micro financial 

department which about go for a flow of the 

country. There are some 200 lenders which 

includes many now banking financial 

companies, Micro Finance Institutions, 

Universal Banks, Small Financial banks and 

some other non banks too.  

Sachin Sachdeva, the vice president of the 

financial sector and head of the financial 

sector mentioned that “ The industry is 

witnessing a reduction in collections and the 

recovery to see in Q4FY21 is being 

challenged again”. 

‘I choose my number' feature was 

launched by Jana Small Finance Bank: 

A press statement from the Jana Small 

Finance Company said that the Bank is 

going to provide a new feature. It is 

allowing it’s customers to choose their 

favourite , whichever they want as the last 

10 digits of their Bank accounts, savings or 

current. The chosen number by the 

customers for their Bank accounts which 

will be subjected to the allocation of that and 

they are going to check the availability of 

the numbers which was chosen by the 

customers.  

                The Jana Small Finance Bank’s 

MD and CEO Ajay Kanwal said that this 

will add a special feature to the customer 

relates to the connectivity of their Bank 

accounts too and they can choose their 

auspicious and lucky numbers. It had 

announced that the launch of “I choose my 

number “. 

As they believed that most of the Indians 

wishes and trusts to have their favourite 

numbers in the products above that which 

ever they were using, it includes vehicle 

numbers plates, phone numbers etc. From 

among that they are also going to include 

this factor too for their customers as a 

special feature from their company.  

Jana Small Finance Banks is one if the 

entities that received the small finance 

Banks licence , which relates for an intial 

public offering.  

 

 

 



 

POLITICAL NEWS 

‘Maximum Ego, Minimum Empathy’: 

Jairam Ramesh takes a dig at Modi 

 

 

 

Former Union Minister Jairam Ramesh 

on Saturday took a dig at Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi over the latter’s slogan 

of “minimum government, maximum 

governance”. 

“He promised Maximum Governance, 

Minimum Government. The reality is 

only ME — Maximum Ego, Minimum 

Empathy,” Mr. Ramesh tweeted. 

Earlier, reacting to Congress-ruled 

Chhattisgarh halting all construction 

work on a new Assembly complex, Mr. 

Ramesh had tweeted to ask the Prime 

Minister when the Centre would 

“prioritise” human lives. 

“Dear PM @narendramodi, This how a 

responsive and responsible government 

works in a democracy. Chhattisgarh 

Govt is prioritising lives of its people 

above everything else and redoubling its 

efforts to fight COVID-19. When will 

you learn and stop this Central Vista 

madness?” he asked. 

The Congress has been very critical of 

the Modi government’s handling of the 

second wave and alleged that it became a 

catastrophe because of its “hubris and 

premature declaration of victory against 

COVID”. 

In a separate tweet, former Congress 

chief Rahul Gandhi targeted the Prime 

Minister over bodies being dumped into 

the Ganga river in Uttar Pradesh. 

“The one who used to claim that Ganga 

had called him is the one who has made 

Mother Ganga cry,” Mr. Gandhi tweeted, 

along with an image of a news report 

that said over 2,000 bodies had been 

buried along the plains running parallel 

to the river. 

 

 

 

 

After cities, now villages too at the mercy 

of God, says Rahul Gandhi as COVID-19 

cases surge 



 

 

Taking a veiled dig at the BJP-led Central 

government as the second wave of the 

Covid-19 pandemic is now spreading fast in 

rural areas, Senior Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi on Sunday said that not only cities, 

villages too are also left at the mercy of 

God. Taking to Twitter, the Congress leader 

also cited a media report about the rapid 

surge in COVID-19 cases in Indian villages.  

“After cities, villages are also dependent on 

God (ParmatmaNirbhar) now,” tweeted 

Gandhi. Gandhi had repeatedly criticised the 

Central government and Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi for theOn May 7, the Senior 

Congress leader wrote a letter to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi over the ongoing 

COVID-19 situation in the country, saying 

the government should implement several 

measures including assessment of the 

efficacy of all vaccines against all new 

mutations and rapidly vaccinate the entire 

population to curb the virus. In the latter, he 

suggested four points to the union 

government to control the spread of the 

virus. inept handling of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  These points included: 

“Scientifically track the virus and its 

mutations across the country using genome 

sequencing as well as its disease patterns. 

Dynamically assess the efficacy of all 

vaccines against all new mutations as they 

are identified. Rapidly vaccinate our entire 

population. Be transparent and keep the rest 

of the world informed about our findings.” 

On the same day, Gandhi also criticised the 

central government for going ahead with the 

central vista project on Twitter, saying the 

government should put people’s lives at the 

centre amid the ongoing COVID-19 crisis. 

In his other previous tweets, the former 

Congress president had hinted that the 

Government of India is hiding data 

regarding foreign aid received during the 

unprecedented surge in COVID-19 cases 

and asked why there is no transparency 

regarding the medical supplies sent from 

across the world. 

 

 

 

 

Why is Modi getting such bad 

international press? 

 



 

 

 

Stunningly reckless decisions. A tsunami. 

Disastrous public health outcome. 

Preventable deaths. Covid hell. A moment 

of reckoning. Out of touch approach. 

These are some of the descriptions that 

international media outlets – BBC, 

Washington Post, New York Times, 

Guardian, Time, Economist, Daily Mail, 

Global Times, Japan Times – have used for 

the Narendra Modi government’s handling 

of the unfolding Covid catastrophe in India. 

At their kindest they say Modi has neglected 

the situation, at their harshest they say he 

has aggravated it. 

Is such criticism justified, or is this just a 

case of the foreign press tarnishing Modi’s 

reputation, as his supporters allege? What’s 

the evidence? 

Most of the reports, analyses and, especially, 

editorials on India’s Covid situation which 

have appeared in the foreign media bluntly 

blame Modi for fueling the crisis and failing 

to manage it. And they back up their 

arguments and analyses with facts, generally 

gleaned from the ground. 

Almost invariably, they bring up 

Modi’s address to the World Economic 

Forum early this year where he declared a 

victory against the virus. India, he said, had 

“saved humanity from a big disaster by 

containing corona effectively”. They 

also point out that Modi held massive 

election rallies in April even as infections 

spiked, and hold him responsible for not just 

allowing but encouraging people to attend 

the Kumbh Mela, which would become 

a super spreader. 

The BJP’s claim from around two months 

ago that India, under the “sensible” 

leadership of Modi, had contained pandemic 

effectively, and health minister Harsh 

Vardhan’s boast in March that India was in 

the “end game” of the pandemic are also 

frequently mentioned as a key context to the 

current situation. The 

country recorded 3,66,161 new Covid cases 

on Monday and the total death toll rose to 

2,46,116, although these figures are widely 

suspected to be undercounts. 

Instead of addressing the shortcomings 

pointed out by the foreign media, the Modi 

https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-address-at-the-world-economic-forums-davos-dialogue/
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-address-at-the-world-economic-forums-davos-dialogue/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5jzuE866lo
https://www.bjp.org/en/pressreleasesdetail/4491198/Resolution-passed-in-BJP-National-Office-Bearers-meeting-at-NDMC-Convention-Centre-New-Delhi-?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=59042236ba271ab970857c4ff442156e5072aa7e-1619759195-0-AeWT0cmenzggzHDOU8unQMrIrr
https://www.bjp.org/en/pressreleasesdetail/4491198/Resolution-passed-in-BJP-National-Office-Bearers-meeting-at-NDMC-Convention-Centre-New-Delhi-?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=59042236ba271ab970857c4ff442156e5072aa7e-1619759195-0-AeWT0cmenzggzHDOU8unQMrIrr
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1039197776603063
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-covid-latest-news-live-updates-2439177


 

government is trying to “manage” coverage, 

in the process drawing more attention to it. S 

Jaishankar, the external affairs minister, last 

week told Indian diplomats to "counter the 

'one-sided' narrative on international media" 

which said that the Modi government had 

"failed the country by their 'incompetent' 

handling of the second Covid wave”. 

In response to a story published in 

the Australian that blamed Modi for leading 

India into a “viral apocalypse”, the Indian 

government issued a rebuttal, calling it a 

“baseless, malicious, and slanderous” 

article. 

“The problem is that the government is 

always obsessed with image and fixing it, 

without addressing the core issues on the 

ground. This is having the direct opposite 

impact,” said Stanly Johny, international 

affairs editor of the Hindu. “The image they 

are trying to build out of shallowness, that 

won't last long. The image is actually 

coming from their deeds, and can’t be 

separated from it.” 

Sharp editorials 

It’s proved difficult for the government to 

dismiss the international coverage as really 

just a smear campaign because the reports 

show the reality on the ground and most 

editorials are based on verifiable facts. 

Moreover, much of the coverage is driven 

by Indian journalists. 

Here’s a sampler: 

a Guardian editorial blames the prime 

minister’s “overconfidence” for the 

disastrous Covid response, a Washington 

Post piece argues that his government 

invited the disastrous second wave with a 

series of stunningly reckless decisions which 

prioritised saving the prime minister’s image 

over protecting India, an article in 

the Economist blames Modi’s slowness for 

the catastrophe, Le Monde accuses his “lack 

of anticipation, arrogance, and 

demagoguery”, a Global Times article links 

the disaster to the rise of nationalism, Qatar 

Tribune writes how its “triumphalist mode” 

led the Modi government to misread the 

situation and then devise a callous response. 

So, why has such coverage rankled the 

government and its followers? 

“The problem is not so much what the 

western media is writing, but that over the 

last several years we have got used to the 

Indian media not writing stuff,” said Harini 

Calamur, a columnist. “It’s the nature of the 

media to criticise the government and they 

https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/04/30/counter-one-sided-narrative-in-global-media-about-modis-covid-incompetence-s-jaishankar-to-diplomats
https://twitter.com/HCICanberra/status/1386678297665314827
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2021/apr/23/the-guardian-view-on-modis-mistakes-a-pandemic-that-is-out-of-control
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/modis-pandemic-choice-protect-his-image-or-protect-india-he-chose-himself/2021/04/28/44cc0d22-a79e-11eb-bca5-048b2759a489_story.html
https://www.economist.com/asia/2021/04/24/india-is-struggling-with-a-catastrophic-second-wave
https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/04/29/french-paper-blames-modis-arrogance-for-aggravating-indias-covid-disaster
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202104/1222314.shtml
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/news-details/id/211727/india-gasps-for-oxygen-as-covid-19-cases-explode
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/news-details/id/211727/india-gasps-for-oxygen-as-covid-19-cases-explode


 

are doing so. Most of the people doing so 

are living in India.” 

As for the Modi government seeking to 

manage the coverage, she suggested they 

study the “Streisand effect”. “If you’re 

going to go after an oped in a newspaper 

that nobody reads in India, and you are 

going to respond to it, you’re going to get 

more people interested in it than they would 

have been. Sometimes, the best thing to do 

when it comes to media criticism is to do 

nothing.” 

But simply ignoring the coverage may not 

be easy for a government which greatly 

cares about its “international image”, 

especially when the coverage is as brutal as 

this piece in the Daily Mail. It notes how 

Modi is pushing ahead with the Central 

Vista project even when “30 million 

desperate citizens” in the capital are begging 

for oxygen and hospital beds. It refers to 

Modi as a “vainglorious man,” a “shameless 

demagogue” who is committing a 

“seemingly vengeful act” with an “almost 

messianic desire" to get the kind of 

recognition that MK Gandhi and Jawaharlal 

Nehru did. The piece, written by David 

Jones, however, contains a few unverified 

claims such as that claims Modi’s 

schoolteachers remember him as 

“unremarkable”. 

What’s led to this criticism? 

According to Johny, of the Hindu, while 

some international news outlets have been 

critical of Modi since the beginning, many 

had bought into his “Gujarat Model 

narrative” and hoped that he would change 

the country for the better, economically at 

least. 

That general perception has now crumbled, 

Johny added. “I think international media 

are slowly waking up to reality. Indian 

media usually portrays Modi in a very 

favorable light, but look at India’s 

performance,” he said, pointing to the 

economy, unemployment, crony capitalism, 

and foreign policy. “All these are setbacks 

that were in front of us, and then Covid also 

came. Nobody is blaming Modi for the 

second wave because it is not in his control, 

but the question is how prepared you were.” 

Pointing to the acute shortage of oxygen, 

ventilators, hospital beds, and a stuttering 

vaccination drive, he said, “This is what 

people are questioning Modi about and I 

think that’s a fair assessment. People are 

dying every day.” 

https://blog.reputationx.com/what-is-the-streisand-effect
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9547379/amp/DAVID-JONES-millions-suffer-pandemic-Indias-narcissistic-leader-building-folly.html
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9547379/amp/DAVID-JONES-millions-suffer-pandemic-Indias-narcissistic-leader-building-folly.html


 

Indeed, the foreign media have questioned 

the Modi government in a way that the 

domestic mainstream media hasn’t. “Why 

are you spending your time shutting down 

social media posts instead of dealing with 

the crisis?” Emily Maitlis asked a BJP 

spokesperson, Gopal Agarwal, on BBC. On 

The Daily Show with Trevor Noah, the 

host called out the Modi government for 

“taking their eyes off the ball” and holding 

massive election rallies while Covid cases 

soared. 

“The way in which the Indian government 

has managed to construct an international 

image of itself is exceptional,” Francesca 

Recchia, editor and creative director of the 

Polis Project, told Newslaundry. “But with 

this Covid wave, human tragedies are taking 

place at an unprecedented scale. The 

combination of silence, negligence and 

fudging of data by the Indian government is 

just impossible not to address for the 

international press.” 

Arati Jerath, a political commentator, noted 

that while Indian prime ministers have been 

criticised by the international media in the 

past, the current coverage was unusual in 

how personal it was. “It started by talking 

about mismanagement, bad administration, 

and the mistakes that Modi made. But now, 

they’re commenting on his personality flaws 

and that is very unusual,” she said. “They 

are talking about his personality, his 

arrogance, his hubris, his vanity. Attributing 

the mismanagement to certain flaws in his 

personality is a lot like the way the Western 

media used to criticise Donald Trump.” 

Jerath attributed much of the negative press 

to the prime minister’s boasts earlier this 

year, about defeating Covid and being the 

world’s pharmacy. “The government has 

brought all this criticism on its head with its 

behavior, the boastful comments, the way 

they are trying to take on the world,” she 

said. 

Will India be viewed differently now? 

Happymon Jacob, who teaches international 

relations at Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

Delhi, said the coverage wasn’t 

unprecedented, as the international media 

have always covered India extensively. 

“India is too important to fail, too important 

to ignore. What happens here has an impact 

on the international system and on every 

country in the world. Therefore, it will be 

reported,” he told Newslaundry, adding that 

positive and negative coverage were two 

sides of the same coin. “The West and the 

media looked at Modi as the man who was 

https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/04/28/is-it-unpatriotic-to-criticise-the-indian-govt-bbc-journalist-questions-bjp-spokesperson-gopal-agarwal
https://www.newslaundry.com/2021/04/27/modis-out-here-holding-huge-rallies-in-middle-of-pandemic-watch-trevor-noah-on-indias-covid-crisis


 

going to transform India. But over the last 

seven years, the western media has become 

disillusioned with the government. And 

now, with the biggest mistake of all, which 

is not preparing for covid and trying to shift 

blame, they’re just calling it out.” 

Jacob argued that this sort of coverage by 

the international media wouldn’t make much 

difference to the “hard issues” of security 

and defense strategy, but the public opinion 

shaped by it could affect economic 

engagement and soft power. 

“For economic engagement, the general 

positive mood is important. The coverage 

could also make a difference to how India is 

perceived abroad. Until now, India was seen 

as a huge success story. The public 

perceptions are going to change,” he said. 

Is this language unique to Modi? 

Modi’s supporters have alleged that the 

international media is using especially harsh 

language against Modi. This isn’t the case, 

argued Recchia. It only appears so because 

the media’s criticism of similar leaders like 

Donald Trump and Jair Bolsonaro has been 

sustained. “The media was constantly 

raising red flags about the problems and 

dark sides these leaders would bring about. 

An open criticism of Modi, however, has not 

been that consistent over time,” she said. 

“There has been a fairly eerie silence of the 

international media over the past actions of 

Modi. What is striking now is that all of a 

sudden, people are speaking out. People are 

not silent anymore.” 

Indeed, Trump’s mishandling of the 

pandemic led to wide criticism, even 

ridicule. So has Bolsonaro’s. For example, 

the Guardian wrote last month, “The 

prospect of the rightwing extremist Jair 

Bolsonaro becoming Brazil’s president was 

always frightening. This was a man with a 

history of denigrating women, gay people 

and minorities, who praised authoritarianism 

and torture. The nightmare has proved even 

worse in reality.” 

The editorial concluded that Bolsonaro’s 

departure as president would be welcome for 

not only Brazil but the planet as a whole. 

The New York Times and the Washington 

Post have carried similarly scathing articles 

about the Brazilian leader, lambasting him 

for his “stunning incompetence” in handling 

the pandemic. 

Shobhan Saxena, a foreign correspondent in 

Sao Paulo, who has reported on Brazil for 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/31/us/politics/trump-coronavirus.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/apr/05/the-guardian-view-on-jair-bolsonaro-a-danger-to-brazil-and-the-world
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/28/opinion/brazil-covid-vaccines.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/28/opinion/brazil-covid-vaccines.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/brazils-bolsonaro-failed-to-stop-covid-19-now-he-may-be-targeting-democracy/2021/04/02/ab049ae0-9304-11eb-a74e-1f4cf89fd948_story.html
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Indian news platforms, argued that Modi’s 

premature declaration of victory against 

coronavirus and his holding of big election 

rallies put him in the same category as 

Bolsonaro. 

“It’s difficult to recall an Indian prime 

minister who has received so much negative 

press in such a short span of time as Modi,” 

he said. “His image of being a strong, 

decisive leader is in tatters. Manmohan 

Singh faced a lot of criticism in the western 

media in 2012-14 for ‘policy paralysis’ but 

the level of criticism against Modi is 

definitely unprecedented. It’s very sharp 

criticism and the judgement is very clear: 

Modi is a failed leader who has led India to 

its biggest crisis since the Partition in 1947.” 

Michael Kugelman, deputy director of the 

Asia programme at Wilson Center in 

Washington DC, said while the foreign press 

has always carried criticism of Modi, it’s 

intensified now because of the huge crisis. 

“You could argue that the kind of coverage 

the international media is giving the public 

health emergency is unprecedented, but then 

again the situation on the ground is 

unprecedented,” he said. “The Covid crisis 

in India is arguably the biggest international 

news story and it has been for quite some 

weeks. Some in India feel that Modi is being 

singled out unfairly but he’s not the only 

one. The intensity and frequency of the 

pieces criticising Modi is striking, but I 

think that’s a consequence of several 

things.” 

Aside from the seriousness of the situation, 

he explained, India is receiving so much 

press because it’s an important country. “It 

is a country that everyone pays attention to 

because of its size, location, markets, 

strategic value, so it’s only natural there’s 

going to be a lot of press coverage, 

including of the person in charge.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Mamata Banerjee's Cabinet Takes 

Charge Amid Smoke-Signals Of Trouble 

 



 

 

 

Including Mamata Banerjee, there are nine 

women ministers in her third government, 

and 20 new ministers in all -- seven of them 

from the minority community and four each 

from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes. All 43 ministers were sworn in at the 

Raj Bhavan in Kolkata today in an 

abbreviated programme and, then, it was 

back to work for all. 

Among newbies, batsman-turned-MLA 

Manoj Tiwari seemed overwhelmed by his 

new assignment as Minister of State for 

Youth Affairs and Sports. "I want to thank 

the people and Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee," he said, "for believing in me." 

Swearing-in done, the Chief Minister's 

Office had the portfolios distributed by 2 pm 

to quickly turn the focus on Covid 

management. 

Fresh signals of trouble, however, went up 

at Raj Bhavan. Governor Jagdeep Dhankar 

attacked the new government over post-poll 

violence yet again. He had raised the issue 

on May 5 after swearing the Chief Minister 

in. 

"We are in a very deep crisis in this state. 

Post-poll retributive violence, acts of arson, 

and loot have now graduated to intimidation 

and extortion. This is worrisome. I, 

therefore, decided to visit the affected parts 

of the state as part of my constitutional duty. 

I indicated to the state government to make 

arrangements. Unfortunately, the response 

hasn't been very responsive," Mr Dhankar 

said, adding that he would make 

arrangements for his visit himself. 

The BJP's Nandigram MLA Suvendu 

Adhikari, who defeated Mamata Banerjee by 

less than 2,000 votes, was today appointed 

leader of the opposition. He, too, took pot-

shots at the Chief Minister. 

"This is the first time someone has become a 

Chief Minister without being elected," he 

said, adding, "The weather classes going on 

in remote villages the way Scheduled Caste 

and Scheduled Tribe people are being 

looted…this has to stop. We have to protect 

the 2.27 crore people who have voted for the 

BJP in the state." 



 

It is not yet clear if Ms Banerjee has been 

made aware of his comments or those of the 

Governor. But she addressed the post-poll 

violence issue and attacked the use of fake 

news to create trouble in the state. 

"Nothing has happened in Bengal. There is 

calm in Bengal. Within 24 hours of the new 

government, they send a central team. Don't 

they have minimum courtesy? A 

government has come to power with a 

landslide victory and a huge mandate. Law 

& order is a state subject. Why will a central 

team roam the state provoking agitation? 

And fake videos...They show fake videos to 

create trouble," she said. 

The continuing controversy did take the 

sheen somewhat off the new cabinet which 

returned portfolios to its most senior 

ministers, like finance to Dr Amit Mitra, 

Panchayat to Subrata Mukherjee, law to 

Malik Ghatak, consumer affairs and self-

help groups to Sadhan Pande, and youth and 

sports to Arup Biswas, along with the power 

department. 

Former power minister Sovandeb 

Chattopadhyay, who fought and won the 

polls from Bhawanipur, Ms Banerjee's 

former constituency, has been given 

agriculture. 

Partha Chatterjee lost education to Bratya 

Bose but was given charge of industry, 

commerce, and IT. 

Jyotipriyo Mullick has been divested of food 

and civil supplies and given the relatively 

lightweight forest portfolio. Food has gone 

to Ratan Ghosh, who has become a minister 

for the first time. 

Ms Banerjee has retained six portfolios -- 

home, health, information and culture, land 

and land reforms, refugee rehabilitation, and 

North Bengal development. 

There are nine ministers of state, 10 

ministers of state with independent charges, 

and 24 full ministers. 

Of the many film stars who contested and 

won the elections on Trinamool tickets, only 

one was named minister -- Birbaha Hansda, 

superstar of Santhali cinema. She has been 

named minister of state for forests. She was 

one of the most prominent SC candidates the 

Trinamool fielded in the Assembly polls this 

time. 

Kerala CM dashes letter to Modi for 300 

MT of oxygen in wake of cyclonic storm 

 



 

 

 

 

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan said 

the India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

has issued a cyclonic storm warning 

forecasting heavy rain and winds in parts of 

the State on May 14 and May 15. 

 

The Kerala government on Thursday urged 

the Centre to immediately rush at least 300 

MT oxygen from neighbouring storage 

points to augment the storage in hospitals in 

the wake of the impending cyclonic storm. 

 

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan said 

the India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

has issued a cyclonic storm warning 

forecasting heavy rain and winds in parts of 

the State on May 14 and May 15. 

 

It is anticipated that there may be 

disruptions in electricity supply to oxygen 

generation plants and filling stations. Noting 

that there can also be disruptions in road 

transport which would impede timely 

oxygen supply necessary to save precious 

lives, the chief minister urged the Prime 

Minister to rush at least 300 MT oxygen to 

the state from neighbouring storage points. 

 

He said the current oxygen generation 

capacity in Kerala is 212.34 MT per day and 

at present, the storage of oxygen in hospitals 

is only for less than 24 hours. "Based on 

scientific projections, the total daily oxygen 

requirement for medical purposes in Kerala 

could rapidly rise to 423.60 MT within the 

next three days", the letter said. 

 

The chief minister said presently, the state is 

witnessing a surge of the Covid-19 cases 

and the number of active cases aggregates to 

4.19 lakh. He said in the second wave of the 

pandemic, the State is witnessing an 

increase in the number of patients who 

require critical care, including oxygen 

support. 

 

"As the state government will not be able to 

manage the oxygen demand without 

assistance from the Central government, it is 

requested that Kerala's daily oxygen 

allocation may be immediately enhanced to 

450 MT," it said. The chief minister said the 



 

Kerala government is continuing to supply 

liquid medical oxygen to other States, even 

though the oxygen situation in the State is 

already precarious. 

 

LEGAL NEWS 

CLAT 2021 postponed due to COVID-19; 

last date for submission of online 

application extended to June 15 

 

The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) 

2021 has been postponed indefinitely due to 

surge in COVID-19 cases across the 

country. 

The new date for the Test will be announced 

later. 

The decision was taken by the Executive 

Committee of the Consortium of National 

Law Universities (NLUs) at a meeting held 

on Saturday. 

"CLAT 2021 scheduled to be held on June 

13, 2021 stands postponed. New date of the 

test will be notified in due course," the 

notification issued by the Consortium of 

NLUs said. 

Further, the last date for submission of 

online application has been extended to June 

15. 

Earlier, through a notification issued in 

January this year, CLAT had been re-

scheduled to be conducted on June 13, in 

light of an announcement that CBSE board 

exams would commence from May 

4. Before that, it was slated to be conducted 

on May 9. 

Law aspirants can register themselves online 

by logging onto the exam portal i.e. 

consortiumofnlus.ac.in. Alternatively, 

candidates can also click on the direct link 

placed below, using which they would be 

easily able to register for the CLAT 2021 

Exam Online. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.barandbench.com/news/clat-2021-rescheduled-to-june-13-in-light-of-clash-with-cbse-board-exams
https://www.barandbench.com/news/clat-2021-rescheduled-to-june-13-in-light-of-clash-with-cbse-board-exams
https://cbse.nic.in/newsite/attach/NOTIFICATION31122020.pdf
https://cbse.nic.in/newsite/attach/NOTIFICATION31122020.pdf
https://www.barandbench.com/news/clat-2021-to-be-held-in-offline-mode-on-may-9-applications-from-january-1


 

NavneetKalra moves Delhi High Court 

for anticipatory bail in oxygen 

concentrator black marketing case 

 

Businessman NavneetKalra has moved 

the Delhi High Court seeking anticipatory 

bail in connection with the oxygen 

concentrator black marketing case being 

probed by the Delhi Police (NavneetKalra v. 

State). 

Kalra approached the High Court after he 

was denied relief by the trial court earlier 

today. 

The anticipatory bail will be heard 

by Justice Subramonium Prasad at 7 pm 

today. 

Earlier today, Additional Sessions Judge at 

Saket Court had refused anticipatory bail to 

NavneetKalra on the ground that his 

custodial investigation was required to be 

carried out by Delhi Police to unearth the 

entire conspiracy. 

The trial court opined that there was prima 

facie incriminating evidence on record 

against NavneetKalra to the effect that 

contrary to the brochure, the concentrators 

being sold by him were not manufactured 

with "German collaboration" and were 

manufactured in China instead. 

Considering the lab reports, the trial court 

also added that the average output in terms 

of Oxygen purity of two samples was found 

to be 32.7 % & 38.2 % and with the 

laboratory room air, the Oxygen 

concentration was found to be merely 20.8 

%. 

On May 7, the police busted oxygen 

concentrators black-marketing racket during 

a raid and recovered 105 concentrators from 

two upscale restaurants in the Khan Market 

area. 

The two restaurants namely Khan Chacha 

and Town Hall are owned by NavneetKalra, 

who is allegedly on run, while the manager 

and three staffers have been arrested so far. 

Delhi Police has registered a case under 

various offences charging with cheating, 

disobedience to order promulgated by a 

public servant, criminal conspiracy and 

violating provisions of Essential 

Commodities Act, 1955 followed by seizing 

https://www.barandbench.com/topic/delhi-high-court
https://www.aninews.in/topic/oxygen-concentrators
https://www.aninews.in/topic/oxygen-concentrators
https://www.aninews.in/topic/navneet-kalra


 

of oxygen Concentrators from restaurants in 

South Delhi. 

Delhi Riots accused Natasha Narwal 

granted interim bail for three weeks by 

Delhi High Court after father passes away 

from COVID-19 

 

The PinjraTod activist was arrested last year 

in connection with the riots in Northeast 

Delhi and was booked under the UAPA. 

The Delhi High Court on Monday granted 

interim bail for three weeks to PinjraTod 

member, Natasha Narwal in the Delhi riots 

case after her father passed away due to 

COVID-19. 

The release will be subject to furnishing 

personal bond of Rs. 50,000. 

She was also directed to provide her 

telephone number to the Station House 

Officer, PS Crime Branch, Special Cell, 

Delhi Police. She also has to furnish her 

phone number to SHO, police station within 

whose jurisdiction her address in Rohtak is, 

the Court further directed. 

The telephone number so provided should 

be kept operational, the Court said. 

She was also directed not to speak or post 

anything on social media about the pending 

case or issue. 

Narwal moved the Court through advocate 

Adit Pujari seeking interim bail on account 

of the death of her father, MahavirNarwal. 

The prosecution did not oppose the plea. 

The Court proceeded to appreciate the stand 

of the government. 

The State fairly does not oppose the release 

as prayer for now in view of the 

circumstances elaborated, the Court further 

noted. 

"In view of the foregoing and interest of 

justice, we are of the view that the release of 

applicant is imperative in this hour of grief 

and personal loss. We accordingly release 

Natasha Narwal on three weeks interim 

bail," the Court ordered. 

Court further directed that Narwal should 

wear a PPE kit at the time of the cremation. 



 

"She shall surrender before the jail 

superintendent at the time of expiry of the 

term and also give RTPCR test report at the 

time of surrender," it added. 

Natasha is presently in judicial custody in 

the Delhi Riots case under UAPA. 

PinjraTod (Break the Cage) was founded in 

2015 to make hostels and paying guest 

accommodations less restrictive for women 

students. 

"They can't rely on social media to arrest 

me," VikasPahwaargues for 

NavneetKalra as Delhi Court reserves 

order in anticipatory bail plea 

 

A Delhi Court today reserved its order in the 

anticipatory bail plea filed by businessman 

NavneetKalra, who is apprehending arrest in 

the oxygen concentrator hoarding case. 

Additional Sessions Judge at the Saket 

Courts Sandeep Garg adjourned the matter 

till 10 AM tomorrow, when the order will be 

pronounced. 

Appearing for Kalra, Senior 

Advocate VikasPahwa argued that there 

was no complainant in the case, and that 

there was a "campaign" against his client. 

He added that days before the FIR was 

registered, Kalra had made a complaint to 

the police that he was being framed. 

Pahwa said that the oxygen concentrators 

recovered from Kalra's Khan Chacha 

restaurant were authenticated and properly 

imported.  

On the allegations that the concentrators 

were being sold at an exorbitant price, 

Pahwa said that the government had not 

fixed a ceiling price for the machines. 

"We could not find even a single notification 

fixing the price of oxygen concentrator." 

He further stated that there is no specific 

order declaring oxygen concentrators or 

masks as essential commodities. 

Pahwa went on to ask whether arrest was 

imperative in the case, at a time when the 

High Powered Committee appointed by the 

Delhi High Court was recommending 

decongestion of prisons amid the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Yesterday, Additional Sessions Judge at the 

Saket Courts SumitDass refused to grant 

interim protection from coercive action to 

Kalra in the case. He then moved the court 

for anticipatory bail. 



 

Last week, police reportedly recovered 

oxygen concentrators from "Khan Chacha" 

and other restaurants owned by 

NavneetKalra. The police claimed that the 

imported concentrators were being sold in 

the black market amid the COVID-19 crisis. 

On Saturday, the police transferred the case 

to the Crime Branch. A lookout notice has 

also been reportedly issued against Kalra, 

who has been absconding since the seizure. 

Delhi Court refuses interim protection to 

NavneetKalra in oxygen concentrator 

black marketing case 

A Delhi court on Tuesday refused to grant 

interim protection from coercive action to 

businessman NavneetKalra in the case filed 

in connection with the seizure of oxygen 

concentrators from his restaurants. 

Additional Sessions Judge at the Saket 

Courts SumitDass has now ordered that 

Kalra's anticipatory bail application be listed 

before the District & Sessions Judge 

tomorrow at 10 am. 

Kalra had moved a Saket Court seeking 

anticipatory bail in the case. 

It is, however, unclear as to which court 

would have the jurisdiction to hear the bail 

plea in view of the fact that the investigation 

has now been transferred to the Crime 

Branch of Delhi Police from Lodhi Colony 

Police station. 

Public Prosecutor AtulShrivastava told 

Special Judge SumitDass that matter should 

be heard by the Court which is dealing with 

matter which is being probed by Crime 

Branch. Prosecutor Shrivastava urged Court 

to decide on the jurisdiction of the Court to 

hear the bail application of Kalra. 

Jurisdiction of Judge Dass was opposed by 

the prosecution. 

Last week, police reportedly recovered 

oxygen concentrators from "Khan Chacha" 

and other restaurants owned by 

NavneetKalra. 

The police claimed that the imported 

concentrators were being sold in the black 

market amid the COVID-19 crisis. 

Delhi Police has registered a case under 

various offences charging with cheating, 

disobedience to order promulgated by a 

public servant, criminal conspiracy and 

violating provisions of Essential 

Commodities Act, 1955 followed by seizing 

of oxygen Concentrators from restaurants in 

South Delhi. 

The police busted oxygen concentrators 

https://www.aninews.in/topic/delhi
https://www.aninews.in/topic/delhi


 

black-marketing racket during a raid and 

recovered 105 concentrators from two 

upscale restaurants in the Khan Market area. 

The two restaurants namely Khan Chacha 

and Town Hall are owned by NavneetKalra, 

who is allegedly on run, while the manager 

and three staffers have been arrested so far. 

Meanwhile, a lookout notice has been issued 

against the businessman today by the police. 

(ANI) 

On Saturday, the police transferred the case 

to the Crime Branch. A lookout notice has 

also been reportedly issued against Kalra, 

who has been absconding since the seizure. 
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