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FOREWORD 

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavours. My best wishes 

and assurance to the readers, that reading this compilation will add a lot to their knowledge. It's 

not just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who is preparing for any competitive exams. 

Ishita Arora 

Associate, All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, may there be Peace in the Sky, may there be Peace in the Earth, 

may there be Peace in the Water, may there be Peace in the Plants, may there be Peace in the 

Trees, may there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, may there be Peace in all the 

human beings, may there be Peace in All, 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE. 

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and oldest 

social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the civilization. 

Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace and harmony 

in the family are important for the all-around development of children. This Compilation by All 

India Legal Forum is aimed to enhance the command of students over different important issues 

from the point of view of civil services. We're glad to be a part of the All-India Forum. Here’s 

an introduction to my team: 

 

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar 

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman 

Senior Manager: Mahimashree Kar 

Manager: Dev Jyoti Das 

Editorial Coordinator: Ishita Arora 

Editor: Shantanu Patel 
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DISCLAIMER 

Team AILF India has made all the efforts to compile the important concepts of SRA, and it also 

focuses on Indian River System, World History, Relations between India and China, and 

Microeconomics. Understanding this is very important for the students from the point of view 

of any competitive exam especially related to law. 
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DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY 

1. What are the Directive Principles of State Policy? 

The Sapru Committee in 1945 suggested two categories of individual rights. One being justiciable 

and the other being non-justiciable rights. The justiciable rights, as we know, are the Fundamental 

rights, whereas the non-justiciable ones are the Directive Principles of State Policy. 

DPSP are ideals that are meant to be kept in mind by the state while formulating policies and 

enacting laws. There are various definitions to Directive Principles of State which are given below: 

• They are an 'instrument of instructions' which are enumerated in the Government of India 

Act, 1935. 

• They seek to establish economic and social democracy in the country.  

• DPSPs are Ideals that are not legally enforceable by the courts for their violation. 

2. Classification of Directive Principles of State Policy 

Indian Constitution has not originally classified DPSPs but based on their content and direction, 

they are usually classified into three types- Socialistic Principles, Gandhian Principles and, Liberal 

Intellectual Principles. 

The details of the three types of DPSPs are given below: 

DPSP- Socialistic Principles 

Definition: They are the principles that aim at providing social and economic justice and set the 

path towards the welfare state. Under various articles, they direct the state to: 

Article 38- Promote the welfare of the people by securing a social order through justice social, 

economic and political and to minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities. 

• Opportunities for the healthy development of children. 

Article 39A- Promote equal justice and free legal aid to the poor. 

Article 41- In cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, secure citizens: 

• Right to work 

• Right to education 
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• Right to public assistance 

Article 42- Make provision for just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief  

Article 43- Secure a living wage, a decent standard of living and social and cultural opportunities 

for all workers. 

Article 43A- Take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries. 

Article 47- Raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living of people and improve public 

health 

DPSP- Gandhian Principles 

Definition: These principles are based on Gandhian ideology used to represent the program of 

reconstruction enunciated by Gandhi during the national movement. Under various articles, they 

direct the state to: 

Article 40- Organize village panchayats and endow them with necessary powers and authority to 

enable them to function as units of self-government 

Article 43- Promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operation basis in rural areas 

Article 43B- Promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control and 

professional management of co-operative societies 

Article 46- Promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other weaker sections 

of the society and protect them from social injustice and exploitation. 

Article 47- Prohibit the consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs which are injurious to health. 

DPSP- Liberal- Intellectual Principles 

Definition: These principles reflect the ideology of liberalism. Under various articles, they direct 

the state to: 

Article 44- Secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country 

Article 45- Provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age 

of six years. 
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Article 48- Organize agriculture and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines  

Article 49 

Article 50- Separate the judiciary from the executive in the public services of the State  

Article 51- 

• Promote international peace and security and maintain just and honourable relations 

between nations. 

• Foster respect for international law and treaty obligations 

• Encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration 

3. What are the new DPSPs added by the 42ND Amendment Act, 1976? 

New DPSPs 

Article 39- To secure opportunities for the healthy development of children. 

Article 39A- To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the poor. 

Article 43A- To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries. 

Article 48A- To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wildlife. 

4. Facts about the Directive Principles of State Policies: 

• A new DPSP under Article 38 was added by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978, which 

requires the State to minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities. 

• The 86th Amendment Act of 2002 changed the subject matter of Article 45 and made 

elementary education a fundamental right under Article 21A. The amended directive 

requires the State to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they 

complete the age of six years. 

• A new DPSP under Article 43B was added by the 97th Amendment Act of 2011 relating 

to cooperative societies. It requires the state to promote voluntary formation, autonomous 

functioning, democratic control and professional management of cooperative societies. 

• The Indian Constitution under Article 37 makes it clear that ‘DPSPs are fundamental in the 

governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the state to apply these principles in 

making laws. 
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5. Criticism of Directive Principles of State Policy 

The following reasons are responsible for the criticism of Directive Principles of State Policy: 

• It has no legal force. 

• It is illogically arranged 

• It is conservative 

• It may produce constitutional conflict between centre and state 

• What is the conflict between Fundamental Rights & DPSPs? 

With the help of four court cases given below, candidates can understand the relationship between 

Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy: 

➢ Champakam Doairajan Case (1951) 

Supreme Court ruled that in any case of conflict between Fundamental Rights and DPSPs, the 

provisions of the former would prevail. DPSPs were regarded to run as a subsidiary of 

Fundamental Rights. SC also ruled that Parliament can amend Fundamental Rights through the 

constitutional amendment act implement DPSPs. 

Result: Parliament made the First Amendment Act (1951), the Fourth Amendment Act (1955) and 

the Seventeenth Amendment Act (1964) implement some of the Directives.  

➢ Golaknath Case (1967) 

Supreme Court ruled that Parliament cannot amend Fundamental Rights to implement Directive 

Principles of State Policy.  

Result: Parliament enacted the 24th Amendment Act 1971 & the 25th Amendment Act 1971 

declaring that it has the power to abridge or take away any of the Fundamental Rights by enacting 

Constitutional Amendment Acts. 25th Amendment Act inserted a new Article 31C containing two 

provisions:  

1. No law which seeks to implement the socialistic Directive Principles specified in Article 

39 (b)22 and (c)23 shall be void on the ground of contravention of the Fundamental Rights 

conferred by Article 14 (equality before law and equal protection of laws), Article 19 
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(protection of six rights in respect of speech, assembly, movement, etc.) or Article 31 (right 

to property).  

2. No law containing a declaration for giving effect to such policy shall be questioned in any 

court on the ground that it does not give effect to such a policy.  

  

➢ Kesavananda Bharti Case (1973)  

Supreme Court ruled out the second provision of Article 31C added by the 25th Amendment Act 

during the Golaknath Case of 1967. It termed the provision ‘unconstitutional.’ However, it held 

the first provision of Article 31C constitutional and valid.  

Result: Through the 42nd amendment act, Parliament extended the scope of the first provision of 

Article 31C. It accorded the position of legal primacy and supremacy to the Directive Principles 

over the Fundamental Rights conferred by Articles 14, 19 and 31.  

➢ Minerva Mills Case (1980)  

Supreme Court held the extension of Article 31C made by the 42nd amendment act 

unconstitutional and invalid. It made DPSP subordinate to Fundamental Rights. Supreme Court 

also held that ‘the Indian Constitution is founded on the bedrock of the balance between the 

Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles.  

Rulings by SC:  

Fundamental Rights & DPSPs constitute the core of the commitment to social revolution. 

The harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy is 

an essential feature of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

The goals set out by the Directive Principles have to be achieved without the abrogation of the 

means provided by the Fundamental rights. 

Conclusion 

Today, Fundamental Rights enjoy supremacy over the Directive Principles. Yet, Directive 

Principles can be implemented. The Parliament can amend the Fundamental Rights for 

implementing the Directive Principles, so long as the amendment does not damage or destroy the 

basic structure of the Constitution. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Political Pundits 

A pundit is a person who offers to mass media their opinion or commentary on a particular subject 

area (most typically political analysis, the social sciences, technology or sport) on which they are 

knowledgeable (or can at least appear to be knowledgeable), or considered a scholar in said area. 

The term has been increasingly applied to popular media personalities.  In certain cases, it may be 

used in a derogatory manner as well, as the political equivalent of the ideologue.  

Origins  

The term originates from the Sanskrit term pandit, meaning "knowledge owner" or "learned man". 

It refers to someone who is erudite in various subjects and who conducts religious ceremonies and 

offers counsel to the king and usually referred to a person from the Hindu Brahmin caste but may 

also refer to the Siddhas, Siddhars, Naths, Ascetics, Sadhus, or Yogis rishi).  

From at least the early 19th century, a Pundit of the Supreme Court in Colonial India was an officer 

of the judiciary who advised British judges on questions of Hindu law. In Anglo- Indian use, pundit 

also referred to a native of India who was trained and employed by the British to survey 

inaccessible regions beyond the British frontier.  

A pundit now combines the roles of a public intellectual and has a certain expertise as a media 

practitioner. Pundits may be regarded as shallower and more superficial from a university 

perspective. The intellectual dimension might and should be challenged. But they play an 

increasing role in disseminating ideas and views in an accessible way to the public. From Joffe's 

view, Karl Marx in Europe and e.g., in the US, Mark Twain were early and relentless pundits' 

antepartum. In addition, the growing role of think tanks and research institutions like the Brookings 

Institution, the American Enterprise Institute and the Manhattan Institute provided a place for those 

dealing with 'big issues' in public language. 

Punditry has become a more popular vehicle in nightly newscasts on American cable news 

networks. A rise of partisanship among popular pundits began with Bill O'Reilly of Fox News 

Channel. His opinion-oriented format led him to rate success and has led others, including Bill 

Maher, Keith Olbermann, and Nancy Grace to express their opinions on matters on their programs.  
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Political pundits have dominated 2020 election coverage:  

 Media sources swarmed when a Columbia School of Social Work adjunct lecturer seemed to 

confirm on video that presidential candidate Joe Biden is a sexual predator. The video was 

retweeted by a Trump aide, and both left-wing and right-wing media sites began to claim the 

content for their disparate political goals.  

The professor's comments reference complaints about Biden that arose last spring after a former 

aide, Tara Reade, publicly accused the former vice president of inappropriate sexual behaviour in 

April. Facing an uncertain commitment to the Democratic party, establishment figures did not 

openly address the allegations to endorse the candidate as a united front, even despite their prior 

support of the #MeToo movement and other sexual violence advocacy. 

Journalists increasingly cite academic experts during high-profile election campaign coverage, 

studies show. Academics are sought out as experts in journalism because their affiliation with a 

university—unlike corporate or political figures—actually encourages that they provide the most 

informed opinion. Even with the growth of private corporations funding academic research, 

professors are still obligated to disclose their affiliations in research and are often cited as sources 

for their areas of expertise. 

However, the rising prominence of political pundits, who often create authorities to prove the 

validity of a political viewpoint, in driving news coverage has complicated the idea of an expert 

source. “When the president says ‘some people say’ and ‘I’ve read somewhere,’ it always sends a 

chill up my spine,” Polskin said, noting that these sites provide Trump credibility through the 

information they publish.  

For the past three years, Howard Polskin has spent three hours a day reading far-right media news 

outlets to update liberal readers on the content circulated on popular sites. His website,  

The Righting has a list of "Who's Who in Conservative Media," which defines key figures that 

dominate far-right outlets including Roger Ailes, Alex Jones, and Tucker Carlson. He notes that 

the idea of an expert source seems to be endangered in an audience that views media pundits as 

uncredible.  
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"There are far more right-wing websites than there are [left-wing] websites," he said. Based on the 

volume of content that he observes on these sites, he believes "the number of pundit writers 

outnumbers expert sources." 
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ECONOMICS  

Law of Diminishing Marginal Utility  

Utility explains that as a person consumes an item or a product, the satisfaction or utility that they 

derive from the product wanes as they consume more and more of that product. For example, an 

individual might buy a certain type of chocolate for a while. Soon, they may buy less and choose 

another type of chocolate or buy cookies instead because the satisfaction they were initially getting 

from the chocolate is diminishing.  

In economics, the law of diminishing marginal utility states that the marginal utility of a good or 

service declines as its available supply increases. Economic actors devote each successive unit of 

the good or service towards less and less valued ends. The law of diminishing marginal utility is 

used to explain other economic phenomena, such as time preference.   

The Law of Diminishing Marginal Utility Explained  

Whenever an individual interacts with an economic good, that individual acts in a way that 

demonstrates the order in which they value the use of that good. Thus, the first unit that is 

consumed is dedicated to the individual's most valued end. The second unit is devoted to the 

second most valued end, and so on. In other words, the law of diminishing marginal utility 

postulates that when consumers go to the market to purchase a commodity, they do not attach 

equal importance to all the commodities they buy. They will pay more for some commodities and 

less for others.  

As another example, consider an individual on a deserted island who finds a case of bottled water 

that washes ashore. That person might drink the first bottle indicating that satisfying their thirst 

was the most important use of the water. The individual might bathe themselves with the second 

bottle, or they might decide to save it for later. If they save it for later, this indicates that the person 

values the future use of the water more than bathing today, but still less than the immediate 

quenching of their thirst. This is called ordinal time preference. This concept helps explain savings 

and investing versus current consumption and spending. 

The Law Applied to Money and Interest Rates  

The example above also helps to explain why demand curves are downward-sloping in 

microeconomic models since each additional unit of a good or service is put toward less valuable 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/lawofdemand.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/lawofdemand.asp
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ends. This application of the law of marginal utility demonstrates why a rise in the money stock 

(other things being equal) reduces the exchange value of a money unit since each successive unit 

of money is used to purchase a less valuable end.  

The monetary exchange example provides an economic argument against the manipulation of 

interest rates by central banks since the interest rate affects the saving and consumption habits of 

consumers or businesses. Distorting the interest rate encourages consumers to spend or save 

according to their actual time preferences, leading to eventual surpluses or shortages in capital 

investment. 

The Law and Marketing 

Marketers use the law of diminishing marginal utility because they want to keep marginal utility 

high for products that they sell. A product is consumed because it provides satisfaction, but too 

much of a product might mean that the marginal utility reaches zero because consumers have had 

enough of a product and are satiated. Of course, marginal utility depends on the consumer and the 

product being consumed.  

Assumptions 

1. The Cardinal Measurability of Utility   

This theory states that utility is a cardinal concept. In other words, it is measurable and quantifiable. 

Hence, you can say that you derive a utility of 10 units from consuming 1 unit of commodity A 

and 5 from consuming 1 unit of commodity B. This can help you compare different commodities 

and analyze which commodity offers better utility or satisfaction.  

The theory further states that money is the measuring rod of utility. So, the amount of money that 

you are willing to spend for a unit of commodity rather than going without it is the measure of 

utility that you derive from the said commodity 

2. The constancy of the Marginal Utility of Money 

The second assumption is that when you are spending money on a commodity, the marginal utility 

of money remains constant throughout. This facilitates the measurement of the utility of 

commodities in terms of money. 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/shortage.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/shortage.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/shortage.asp
https://www.toppr.com/guides/fundamentals-of-economics-and-management/money/definition-and-functions-of-money/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/fundamentals-of-economics-and-management/money/definition-and-functions-of-money/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/fundamentals-of-economics-and-management/money/definition-and-functions-of-money/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/accountancy/depreciation-provision-and-reserves/methods-of-calculating-depreciation-amount/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/accountancy/depreciation-provision-and-reserves/methods-of-calculating-depreciation-amount/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/accountancy/depreciation-provision-and-reserves/methods-of-calculating-depreciation-amount/
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3. The Hypothesis of Independent Utility 

This theory ignores the complementarity between goods. It states that the total utility that you get 

from a collection of goods is a simple total of the separate utilities of each good. 

Limitations of Law of Diminishing Marginal Utility: 

The law of diminishing marginal utility forms the basis for various other economic laws. 

Moreover, it is helpful for consumers to decide their expenditure. However, the law of diminishing 

marginal utility suffers from limitations. 

Some of the important limitations of the law are discussed as follows: 

I. Unrealistic assumptions: 

Include homogeneity, continuity, and constancy conditions. All these assumptions are impossible 

to find at once. 

II. Inapplicability to certain goods: 

Implies that the law of diminishing marginal utility cannot be applied to goods, such as television 

and refrigerator. This is because the consumption of these goods is not continuous. 

III. Constant marginal utility of money: 

Assumes that MU of money remains constant, which is unrealistic. There is also a gradual decline 

in the MU of money. 

IV. Change in other people’s stock: 

This implies that the utility of consumers is also dependent on what other people have in their 

stock. Thus, the utility depends on social needs. 

V. Other possessions: 

Assumes that the utility of consumers also depends on possessions already owned by them. For 

example, a consumer is suffering from diabetes, thus, he is not allowed to consume sugar that 

he/she already possesses. In such a case, the utility of coffee derived by him/her would be less. 
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