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IN THE ISSUE 

LEGAL NEWS 

 

 

'Why No Women in National Defence 

Academy?': Supreme Court Notice to 

Centre 

12-3-21 

 

enial of admission for women 

to the National Defence 

Academy has been challenged 

by a petitioner in the Supreme Court, 

which has asked the centre to respond to it. 

The petition filed by Kush Kalra, an 

advocate, said women being not allowed 

admission to the National Defence 

Academy (NDA) is a violation of 

fundamental right of equality and right to 

practice a profession. 

The NDA is the country's joint military 

training institution for producing junior 

leaders for the armed forces. 

The petition said eligible women 

candidates with 10+2 level of education 

are denied an opportunity to take the NDA 

examination on the ground of their gender, 

and the consequence of this denial is that 

they do not have access to any mode of 

entry to the armed forces as officers at this 

level. 

The petition said the number of women in 

the armed forces is extremely low, though 

over the years the defence services have 

opened more doors for women, especially 

after the Supreme Court allowed women to 

join Permanent Commission. 

The NDA denies admission solely based 

on gender and does not give any justifiable 

explanation for it, the petition said. 

A bench headed by Chief Justice SA 

Bobde then issued notice to the centre, the 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 

and others seeking their response. 

"The act of the respondents to 

categorically exclude eligible and willing 

female candidates from appearing for the 

National Defence Academy and Naval 

Academy Examination over the years, 

solely on the ground of sex, is a violation 
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of the fundamental right of equality before 

the law and equal protection of the law," 

the petition said. 

"This opportunity to take the National 

Defence Academy and Naval Academy 

Examination at the age of 15-18 years, 

with the eligible academic qualifications is 

not available to eligible and willing female 

candidates and the sole reason for this 

categorical exclusion is on the basis of 

their sex," the plea said. 

The petition said the duration of training 

for Short Service Commission women 

officers is less compared to the training 

that a male Permanent Commission 

officer, who gets entry through the NDA, 

gains. 

No mask, no fly: DGCA’s new rule amid 

fresh Covid-19 spike 

13-3-21 

 

The passengers will be de-boarded from 

flights if they don’t wear masks properly 

inside the aircraft or don’t follow Covid-

19 guidelines, said DGCA l 

irectorate General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA) on Saturday 

issued new Covid-19 

guidelines that passengers travelling on 

flights without wearing face masks and not 

following Covid-19 appropriate behaviour 

properly can be de-boarded. DGCA has 

asked for the guidelines to be followed 

with immediate effect. Strict action will be 

taken in case of any violation. If a 

passenger violates protocol despite 

repeated warnings then the passenger will 

be treated as unruly Passenger, the aviation 

regulator said. Justice C. Hari Shankar on 

Tuesday directed the domestic airlines and 

DGCA to strictly comply with the Covid-

19 protocols to implement mask discipline 

among passengers. He also said that if any 

passenger disobeys the guidelines, they 

should be either deboarded or put in no-fly 

regimen. The suo moto cognizance was 

taken after Justice Shankar himself noticed 

passengers not wearing masks properly on 

the flight he took from Kolkata to Delhi on 

March 5. As per the new guidelines issued 

by the aviation regulator, the in-flight crew 

shall carry out periodical checks on the 

aircraft to ensure that passengers are 

following the protocols, especially related 

to wearing masks. Passengers shall wear 

masks and maintain social distancing 

norms at all times during air travel. The 

mask shall not move below the nose 
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except under exceptional circumstances, 

the guideline said. 

2017 Sarpanch Murder Case: District 

Court asks SHO for production of 

accused, or give written explanation 

13-3-21 

 

he District Court of Chandigarh 

has directed the station house 

officer (SHO) of Maloya police 

station to personally establish contact jail 

superintendents to ensure the production of 

accused in connection with the murder of a 

Punjab village sarpanch, Satnam Singh, at 

Sector 38 of Chandigarh in 2017, or 

furnish an explanation in writing. 

The Court of Additional District & 

Sessions Judge Rajeev Goyal said, “This 

court is trying its level best to do whatever 

is required for conducting speedy trial. 

However, trial stands stalled on account of 

non-production of the accused persons by 

the jail authorities concerned.” 

The court further said, “As accused 

persons are not being produced in court 

despite repeated issuance of production 

warrants by this court & no 

communication is being received from said 

jail superintendents as to the reason behind 

non-production of the accused & since due 

to non-production, trial of this case stands 

virtually stalled, it has now become 

imperative to issue necessary directions to 

the concerned SHO for the purpose of 

arranging production of accused in court 

by making personal efforts.” 

The court held, “Production warrants for 

securing presence of accused Dilpreet be 

sent to jail superintendent Nabha whereas 

concerning accused Harjinder Singh Wala 

be sent to jail superintendent Harshul Jail, 

Aurangabad & qua accused Manjit be sent 

to jail superintendent, District Jail, 

Hoshiarpur for March 12.” 

The police have filed the chargesheet 

against the three accused in court under 

sections 302 (punishment for murder), 336 

(act endangering life or personal safety of 

others), 307 (attempt to murder) & 34 (acts 

done by several persons in furtherance of 

common intention) of the IPC, while 

charges are yet to be framed. 

Meanwhile, the police have not 

chargesheeted three persons, Tirath Singh, 

Arshdeep Singh &Charanpreet Singh alias 

Channa, who were held in the case earlier. 

The victim, Satnam Singh, was allegedly 

shot dead by assailants outside a gurdwara 

in Sector 38 (West), Chandigarh on April 
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9, 2017. Following the case, the accused 

had been arrested by police.  

'Husband primarily liable for injuries 

inflicted on wife in matrimonial home', 

rules Supreme Court.  

 09-3-21 

 

n Monday, Denying pre-arrest 

bail to a man accused of 

assaulting his spouse, the 

Supreme Court said a husband would be 

primarily liable for injuries inflicted on a 

wife in the matrimonial home even if these 

were caused by his relatives. It was the 

man’s third marriage and the woman’s 

second. 

A year after the marriage, a child was born 

to them in 2018. In June last year, she 

lodged a complaint with Ludhiana police 

against her husband and in-laws after an 

alleged brutal assault on her by the 

husband, father-in-law and mother-in-law, 

accusing her of not meeting their growing 

dowry demands. 

When the husband’s counsel Kushagra 

Mahajan persisted with the request for 

anticipatory bail, a bench headed by CJI S 

ABobde said, “What kind of a man are 

you? She alleges that you were about to 

kill her by strangulation. She alleges that 

you forced a miscarriage. What kind of 

man are you to use a cricket bat to beat up 

your wife?” 

When Mahajan said she had alleged it was 

the husband’s father who had used the bat 

to assault her, the CJI-led bench said, “It 

does not matter whether it was you 

(husband) or your father who allegedly 

used the bat to assault her. When injuries 

are inflicted on a woman in a matrimonial 

home, the primary liability is on the 

husband.” The bench rejected the man’s 

petition. 

The Punjab and Haryana high court, while 

refusing to grant anticipatory bail to the 

husband, had extracted the woman’s 

complaint, which read, “On June 12, 2020, 

at about 9 pm, the petitioner (husband) and 

his father, armed with a cricket bat, gave 

the complainant merciless beatings in 

which the petitioner’s mother also 

participated; the petitioner attempted to 

strangulate the complainant and his father 

put a pillow on her face with an intention 

to kill her; after giving her merciless 

beatings, she was thrown on the road; on 

being informed, the complainant’s father 

and brother came there and got the 

complainant treated as also medico legally 

examined.” She had also alleged that she 
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had miscarried twice earlier because of 

assault in her matrimonial home. 

Looking at the medical report, the HC had 

said, “The complainant’s MLR reveals as 

many as ten injuries on her person 

including five on her head/face, one on her 

vagina and multiple reddish bruises of 

varying sizes around her neck. Eight of the 

ten injuries are medically opined to have 

been inflicted by a blunt weapon.” 

Refusing to grant pre-arrest bail, the HC 

had said, “The above injuries and the 

medical opinion with regard to eight of 

them having been inflicted with a blunt 

weapon give prima facie credence to the 

allegations by the complainant with regard 

to the petitioner having attempted to 

murder her by strangulation and of beating 

her with a cricket bat (a blunt weapon).” 

SC rejects plea challenging EC’s 

decision to hold West Bengal Assembly 

polls in eight phases 

 10-3-21 

 

n Tuesday, the Supreme Court 

dismissed a plea challenging 

the Election Commission’s 

decision to conduct assembly elections 

over eight phases in West Bengal and 

seeking to bar the BJP and its leaders from 

using “Jai Shri Ram" as a slogan during 

the campaign. 

A bench headed by Chief Justice S A 

Bobde initially told the petitioner to 

approach the Calcutta High Court. 

“I rely upon a judgement. This is not the 

matter of election petition. One party is 

using a religious slogan. Why should I go 

to the high court?" advocate M L Sharma, 

the petitioner in the case, told the bench. 

“You are asking for prosecution. How can 

we pass such an order. The only power 

lied with the high court, that to the election 

petition," the bench, which also comprised 

Justices A S Bopanna and V 

Ramasubramanian, told Sharma. 

When the petitioner referred to a 1978 

judgement of the apex court, the bench 

asked him to show the paragraphs in the 

verdict saying the top court can entertain a 

plea regarding malpractice in campaigning 

when the poll process starts . 

Sharma said the matter be heard tomorrow, 

and the bench said, “We cannot read it 

again and again, read it right now." 
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“Alright, we don't agree with you. 

Dismissed," the bench added. 

The plea had sought the apex court’s 

direction to stop the poll panel from 

conducting eight-phase elections in West 

Bengal, alleging that it violates Article 14 

(right to life) and Article 21 (right to life) 

of the Constitution. 

On February 26, the Election Commission 

had announced the schedule for assembly 

elections to be held in West Bengal, 

Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 

Puducherry. 

While the assembly polls in West Bengal 

will be held over eight rounds from March 

27-April 29, polling in Tamil Nadu, Kerala 

and Puducherry will be held in one phase 

on April 6 and in Assam over three phases. 

In his plea, Sharma had also sought a 

direction to the CBI to register an FIR into 

the alleged chanting of religious slogans 

during electioneering in West Bengal. 

The chanting of "Jai Shri Ram, other 

religious slogans are creating disharmony" 

and is an offence under the Indian Penal 

Code and the Representation of the People 

Act, 1951, the plea had said. 

"Whether using a provocative religious 

slogan 'Jai Shri Ram' is for electoral 

benefits as well as others is not violated 

S.123(3) & 125 of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1951," reads the legal 

question raised in the plea. 

Bihar: Rape accused marries victim in 

district court to escape life term 

11-2-21 

The accused decided to marry the victim 

after consultation with the villagers and 

family members of the victim’s family 

he marriage of a rape accused 

was held in district court 

premises of Samastipur in Bihar 

on Wednesday with a Muslim priest 

officiating. A case under the POCSO Act 

was registered against the accused, 

Mohammad Raja, in MussariGhari police 

station for allegedly raping a minor girl in 

RahimpurRudauli village. Later, the police 

arrested the accused and sent him to jail. 

The trial of the accused was completed in 

POCSO Court premises The accused 

decided to marry the victim after 

consultation with the villagers and family 

members of the victim’s family to avoid 

life imprisonment. The POCSO court 

summoned the priest, who solemnized the 

T 
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marriage of the accused with the victim in 

court premises. A large crowd gathered to 

see the marriage in the court premises. 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Cabinet clears non-lapsable fund for 

health care 

 

 

10-2-21 

Amount accruing from health cess to be 

managed by Health Ministry. 

he Union Cabinet, chaired by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

has approved the Pradhan Mantri 

Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN), a 

single non-lapsable reserve fund for health 

from the proceeds of Health and Education 

Cess levied under Section 136-b of 

Finance Act, 2007. 

 

In its release issued on Wednesday, the 

government said the major benefits of 

PMSSN will be the enhanced access to 

universal and affordable health care 

through availability of earmarked 

resources, while ensuring that the amount 

does not lapse at the end of the financial 

year. 

In the 2018 Budget, the Central 

Government while announcing Ayushman 

Bharat Scheme, also announced 

replacement of existing 3% Education 

Cess by 4% Health and Education Cess, 

the released added. 

 

“Proceeds of share of health in the Health 

and Education Cess will be credited into 

PMSSN and accruals into the PMSSN will 

be utilized for the flagship schemes of the 

Health Ministry — Ayushman Bharat-

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-

PMJAY), Ayushman Bharat-Health and 

Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs), National 

Health Mission, Pradhan Mantri Swasthya 

Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), emergency 

and disaster preparedness and responses 

during health emergencies and any future 

programme/scheme that targets to achieve 

progress towards SDGs and the targets set 

out in the National Health Policy (NHP) 

2017,” noted the release. 

 

It added that administration and 

maintenance of the PMSSN is entrusted to 

the Health Ministry and in any financial 

year, the expenditure on such schemes of 

the Ministry would be initially incurred 
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from the PMSSN and thereafter, from 

Gross Budgetary Support (GBS). 

 

Rahul should be sent back to school to 

know what ministries exist under 

Centre: Giriraj Sing 

10-2-2021  

Giriraj Singh said “those who ruled for 

generation after generation”, gave only 

₹3,682 crore through Central allocation 

for fisheries, whereas the Modi 

government has invested ₹32,000 crore 

since 2014 

ttacking Rahul Gandhi over his 

comments on creating a 

separate Fisheries Ministry, 

Union Minister Giriraj Singh on March 9 

said the Congress leader should be “sent to 

school” so that he knows what Ministries 

and departments exist under the Central 

government. 

 

Hitting out at the Opposition, especially 

the Congress, Mr. Singh said from 1947-

2014, Mr. Singh said “those who ruled for 

generation after generation”, gave only 

₹3,682 crore through Central allocation for 

fisheries, whereas the Narendra Modi 

government has invested ₹32,000 crore 

since 2014. 

“I have been hurt because of Rahul 

Gandhi’s comments. On February 2, he 

had an unstarred question but after going 

to Puducherry and Kochi, [whether] he did 

not remember, I can not say... He said 

there is no fisheries department and ‘if I 

come to power, I will have a separate 

Ministry for fisheries’... I am raising a 

Constitutional issue,” said Mr. Singh who 

is the Minister for Fisheries, Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying. 

 

“Please send their leader [Gandhi] to 

school. Tell him what Ministries, 

departments exist or else he will forget 

what Ministries are there under the federal 

structure,” Mr. Singh said. 

In a written response to Mr. Gandhi’s 

question in the Lok Sabha on February 2, 

Mr. Singh’s deputy Pratap Chandra 

Sarangi said in order to address the 

infrastructure requirement for fisheries 

sector, the Department of Fisheries, 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 

and Dairying during 2018-19 was created 

with dedicated fund namely Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Infrastructure Development 

Fund (FIDF) with a total fund size of 

₹7,522.48 crore. 

Last month, Mr. Gandhi had talked about 

the need for a separate Fisheries Ministry. 

He was mocked for his comments by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home 

Minister Amit Shah and several Union 
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Ministers as well as BJP leaders who 

pointed out that the Ministry of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying already 

existed. 

 

Mr. Gandhi, later said that he was referring 

to a separate Ministry for fisheries. 

 

“Those who don’t know, those whose 

leader does not know that a fisheries 

department exists, when was it 

formed...Modi ji, in 2018-19, made two 

departments,” Mr. Singh said. 

 

The growth of the fisheries sector under 

the Modi government was 10.87% in 

comparison to 5.27% during the Congress 

rule, he said. 

BJP leader Rakesh Singh’s associates 

arrested in the Kolkata drug seizure 

case.  

11-3-21 

 

rom the New Town area of the 

city, Rakesh Singh has been held 

for his alleged involvement in the 

drug seizure case including another party 

leader Parmela Goswami, the police said 

on Sunday. 

 

The accused who is around 42-year-old 

and a resident of the New Alipore area in 

the city is a close associate of Rakesh 

Singh and has also played a significant 

role in the drug smuggling case, a senior 

officer of Kolkata Police said.  

 

The accused has been booked under the 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances (NDPS) Act, according to the 

officer. 

 

The officer said that the person was 

arrested on Saturday. 

 

Along with this, seven other persons have 

been held so far in connection with the 

case. 

 

State secretary of Bharatiya Janata 

YuvaMorcha (BJYM) Pamela Goswami 

and two of her friends were arrested last 

month after 90 gm cocaine was seized 

from the car in which they were traveling 

in the New Alipore area. 

 

Following her proclamations that she was 

framed, state committee member of 

Bharatiya Janata Party's West Bengal unit 

Rakesh Singh and another person who was 

traveling with him were arrested by the 

police from Galsi in PurbaBardhaman 

district, the police officer claimed. 
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 Last week, another close associate of 

Rakesh Singh was arrested from 

Orphangunj Road in the city's port area in 

connection with this case. 

MPs from poll-bound States seek 

curtailed Budget session 

 

Members of the Lok Sabha during the 

Budget Session of Parliament.  

Sources say Speaker will arrive at a 

decision only after ascertaining the 

‘sense of the House’ on the matter 

ok Sabha members hailing from 

the poll-bound West Bengal, 

Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 

Puducherry have requested an early 

curtailment of the second part of the 

Budget session that began on Monday 

morning. 

 

Sources said nearly 145 MPs have written 

to Speaker Om Birla for the same. 

 

On Monday, during the Business Advisory 

Committee (BAC) of the Lok Sabha, floor 

leaders of various parties advanced the 

same view. While Trinamool Congress 

(TMC) and DMK leaders were not present 

at the meet, the issue was discussed. 

 

Mr. Birla met with some leaders one on 

one to get a sense of the situation and the 

sources said he would arrive at a decision 

only after ascertaining the “sense of the 

House” on the matter. 

 

While the Shiv Sena said they would go 

with whatever the government decides on 

the issue, the YSRCP was one of the few 

parties that felt the days lost if the session 

is curtailed should be made up. 

 

2011 and 2008 precedents 

The Trinamool Congress, in letters 

addressed to both Rajya Sabha Chairman 

Venkaiah Naidu and Mr. Birla, pointed to 

the 2011 and 2008 precedents, when the 

session was similarly curtailed . 

 

In the letter to Mr. Naidu, TMC national 

spokesperson and Rajya Sabha floor leader 

Derek O’Brien said due to the polls, MPs 

of his party would not be able to attend the 

Parliament session. He cited the example 

of the 222nd session, which commenced 

on February 21, 2011, and was scheduled 

to conclude on April 21, 2011. However, 
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due to Assembly elections in Assam, 

Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West 

Bengal, the House was adjourned sine die 

on March 25, 2011. 

 

The second instance he provided was the 

214th session, which commenced on 

October 17, 2008, and was adjourned early 

on October 24, 2008, to meet again on 10 

December 2008. The session, as per the 

original schedule, was to continue up to 

November 21, 2008. However, due to 

upcoming Assembly elections in some 

States, the House was adjourned till 

December 10, 2008. “I am optimistic you 

will consider this proposal of ours,” he 

stated. 

 

TMC leader Sudip Bandopadhyay had 

written to Mr. Birla in February that due to 

campaign commitments in West Bengal, 

MPs from his party will be unable to 

attend Parliament, and requested that the 

session itself be curtailed. 

 

The government has started reaching out to 

the Opposition parties seeking to close the 

session early. A section of Congress 

leaders supports the demand, including 

Adhhir Ranjan Chadhhary, but the rest of 

the party feel that it will send a wrong 

message. 

Modi flags off padyatra to 

commemorate salt march 

13-3-21 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flags off 

the Dandi March in Ahmedabad on 

March 12, 2021 to celebrate the 75th 

anniversary of India’s Independence.  

 

Mr. Modi visited Sabarmati Ashram 

and Hriday Kunj. 

rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Friday flagged off the foot march 

to re-enact the historic Mahatma 

Gandhi-led Salt March, while launching 

the ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, the 

government's initiative to mark 75 years of 

India’s Independence. 

 

The padyatra is being undertaken by 81 

persons on April 5. The march from 
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Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad to Dandi 

in Navsari district, a distance of 386 km, 

will take them 25 days. It will mark the 

91st anniversary of the historic march 

against the tax on salt imposed by the 

British in India. 

 

Prime Minister Modi said the 75th 

anniversary celebrations would continue 

till August 15, 2023. He reiterated the five 

themes of the celebrations, Freedom 

Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements at 75, 

Actions at 75 and Resolves at 75, as the 

guiding force for moving forward, keeping 

dreams and duties as the inspiration. 

At the flagging off ceremony, Mr. Modi 

said salt was in fact a symbol. Salt was 

never valued on the basis of mere cost. For 

Indians, salt represented honesty, trust, 

loyalty, labour, equality and self reliance. 

At that time, salt was a symbol of India’s 

self-reliance. Along with the values of 

India, the British had also hurt this self-

reliance. People of India then had to 

depend on salt coming from England. 

 

He said Gandhiji understood this chronic 

pain of the country, understood the pulse 

of the people and turned that into a 

movement. 

 

The Prime Minister urged the youth and 

scholars to take the responsibility of 

documenting the history of our freedom 

fighters. He urged them to showcase the 

achievements in the freedom movement to 

the world. He exhorted the people 

associated with art, literature, theatre, film 

industry and digital entertainment, to 

explore the unique stories that lay scattered 

in our past and bring them to life. 

SCBA plea on hybrid physical hearings: 

court says whole world hit by pandemic 

 

 

13-3-21  

 

Justice Kaul calls for records in 

connection with case and schedules 

another hearing on Tuesday 

he Supreme Court on Friday 

referred to a reported surge in 

COVID-19 cases in States like 

Maharashtra even as Supreme Court Bar 

Association (SCBA) president Vikas 

Singh highlighted the plight of the legal 

profession severely hit by the pandemic. 
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Justice S.K. Kaul, heading a Bench, 

reminded Mr. Singh that the entire world, 

not just lawyers, had suffered due to the 

pandemic. 

 

“Lawyers are not special... People across 

the world are facing difficulties,” Justice 

Kaul said. 

 

Mr. Singh said “lawyers are basically daily 

wagers”. Young lawyers suffered after 

physical hearings were stopped in the apex 

court. 

 

The court was hearing a writ petition filed 

by the SCBA, through advocate Rahul 

Kaushik, against a Standard Operating 

Procedure (SOP) notified by the court 

registry for hybrid physical hearing of 

cases from March 15. 

 

‘Bar not consulted’ 

 

The association said the SOP was finalised 

without holding prior consultations with 

the Bar. Lawyers, it said, were an equal 

partner in the justice delivery mechanism. 

 

The SOP involved limited entry into 

courtrooms in tune with the physical 

distancing norms and allowed judges on 

the Bench to decide whether a case should 

be held virtually or physically. 

 

“It [SOP] cannot be forced on lawyers... It 

has been issued without discussion,” Mr. 

Singh submitted. 

 

Justice Kaul called for records in 

connection with the case and scheduled 

another hearing on Tuesday. 

 

The association, which has over 13,000 

members, said the SOP notified on March 

5 was just another instance when the 

court’s administrative wing – the court 

registry – did not choose to take lawyers 

into confidence. 

 

Shift to virtual hearings 

 

The pandemic had compelled the court to 

shift to virtual hearings in March last year. 

Through the past few months, several 

lawyers’ bodies had individually and jointly 

met the Chief Justice of India (CJI) with the 

plea to resume physical hearings. 
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The petition has urged the court to quash 

the SOP and make sure that the court 

registry consult lawyers before issuing any 

circulars in future which directly affect the 

lawyers practising in the court. 

 

Mr. Singh, who has long campaigned for a 

full return to physical hearings in the court, 

said the SOP was prepared by the registry 

despite assurances from CJI Sharad A. 

Bobde in a meeting on March 1 

POLITICAL NEWS 

How PM Modi pulled up IAS officers 3 

times in 3 weeks for slow pace of work, 

lacking ‘courage’ 

 

 

08-3-21 

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

very public dressing down of the 

Indian civil service during his 

motion of thanks address in the Lok Sabha 

on 10 February isn’t the only instance of 

him rebuking civil servants, ThePrint has 

learnt.    

Multiple sources in the government have 

told ThePrint that on at least three other 

occasions in the past month the prime 

minister has lashed out at civil servants.   

The latest such instance came on 24 

February, when the PM Modi attended 

a webinar on asset monetisation and 

disinvestment organised by the 

Department of Disinvestment. The 

meeting was held to work on suggestions 

for monetisation of over 100 public sector 

assets valued at over Rs 2.5 lakh crore.  

Modi, speaking at the meeting, said that 

the government does not have to keep 

running public sector enterprises just 

because they have been running for 

decades or because they were the “pet 

projects of somebody”.  

The prime minister said the private sector 

brings in investment, best global practices 

that modernise and expand a sector and 

also job opportunities. He also reiterated 

that the government has no business being 

in business before slamming civil services 

officials in different departments.  

“The prime minister said government 

officials are unable to take courageous 

decisions fearing allegations and the 

P 
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courts,” a source said. “He cautioned 

babus that it is not just the responsibility of 

DIPAM (Department of Investment and 

Public Asset Management) to monetise 

these assets and that the departments, to 

which the assets belong, should also pitch 

in.” 

On the same day, 24 February, a second 

source said the prime minister attended a 

Pragati meeting, in which he reviewed the 

status of infrastructure projects, where 

again he is said to have made his 

frustration with civil servants quite plain.  

According to the second source, Modi was 

irked by the lack of progress on the 41.5 

km-long railway line between Darjeeling 

and Rango in East Sikkim, a project 

sanctioned in 2009-10.  

“The prime minister asked the railways 

ministry to fix responsibility of babus and 

the department that wasted national 

taxpayer money,” the source said. 

“Everybody heard the PM in silence.” 

About 10 days earlier, on 16 February, the 

prime minister is said to have had another 

outburst aimed at civil servants.  

An official present in a meeting that Modi 

had with infrastructure ministries and 

private sector heads, said that he 

highlighted that projects were being 

implemented at a slow pace and warned 

the civil servants that there should not be 

loss to the nation due to this. 

Just a week before that, on 10 February, 

the prime minister made a very public 

stinging observation of the civil service on 

the floor of the Lok Sabha.  

While lauding the private sector for its 

contribution to the growth and 

development of the country, Modi 

questioned the “power centre we have 

created in the country by handing over 

everything to babus”.   

“Sab kuch babu hi karenge. IAS ban 

gayematlabwoh fertiliser ka 

kaarkhanabhichalayega, chemical ka 

kaarkhanabhichalayega, IAS ho 

gayatohwohhawaijahazbhichalayega. Yeh 

kaunsibaditaakatbanakarrakh di 

haihumne? Babuonkehaathmeindesh de 

karke hum kyakarnewaalehain? Humare 

babu bhitohdeshkehain, tohdesh ka 

naujawanbhitohdesh ka hai,” Modi had 

said. 

(Babus will do everything. By dint of 

becoming IAS officers, they’ll operate 

fertiliser warehouses and also chemical 

warehouses, even fly aeroplanes. What is 

this big power we have created? What are 

we going to achieve by handing the reins 
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of the nation to babus. Our babus are also 

citizens, and so are the youth of India.) 

For most officers, the PM’s statement was 

a rare and emphatic public 

denouncement of the whole IAS 

community by the highest office of the 

country.   

A change in stance 

The prime minister’s utterances against the 

civil services are a far cry from his Gujarat 

days, when as chief minister he relied on 

IAS officers to get his work done.  

But several officers and sources that 

ThePrint spoke to said Modi’s change in 

stance is primarily due to his belief that 

civil servants are not taking a proactive 

approach in the government’s monetisation 

plans.  

The first source quoted above told 

ThePrint that the prime minister’s outburst 

in Parliament was because Modi feels 

officers hold a pessimistic view about the 

PSU monetisation efforts.  

“He (Modi) wants deliverables at a fast 

pace but infrastructure projects take time. 

There are also many issues with 

investment and monetisation of assets but 

he wants quick solutions,” said one of the 

secretaries present at the 24 February asset 

monetisation meeting. 

“Somehow he has formed an opinion that 

disinvestment targets have not been 

achieved in the last few years as 

bureaucrats have adopted a less aggressive 

approach.  

“Maybe industry leaders have briefed the 

PM about bureaucratic attitudes… but the 

fact is the government targets have not 

been achieved due to global recession. 

There are not enough buyers to match our 

valuation. It may take 10 years to sell all 

those assets.” 

A NITI Aayog official, who is regularly 

present in several of the meetings chaired 

by the prime minister said, “Earlier, the 

Prime Minister was very forthcoming but 

now, often he doesn’t want to listen about 

problems. Maybe he knows the 

problems.”  

The Aayog official added that until 

Nripendra Mishra was at helm of affairs 

there was clarity in instruction and 

implementation. Mishra had been the 

principal secretary to the prime minister 

until his exit in September 2019.  

“After his exit, there is a lack of clarity and 

prompt decision-making,” the Niti Aayog 

official said. “His (Modi’s) outburst is also 

https://theprint.in/india/governance/babu-samjho-ishare-modis-critique-of-ias-evokes-shock-but-many-also-call-for-introspection/603341/
https://theprint.in/india/governance/babu-samjho-ishare-modis-critique-of-ias-evokes-shock-but-many-also-call-for-introspection/603341/
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aimed at PMO officials who monitor 

implementation and frame policy 

guidelines.”  

Another officer told ThePrint that Modi 

may be weighed down by the current state 

of the economy.  

“The prime minister’s priority right now is 

to provide momentum to the economy 

after the Covid year. For that to happen, 

spending is required and the PM is 

convinced that without industry and people 

who have expertise in asset monetisation, 

it can’t happen,” the officer said. 

“Bureaucrats can’t monetise 100 public 

properties, which is why in the 2021 

budget, there is an announcement for a 

special purpose vehicle (SPV) for 

monetisation and disinvestment. A lot of 

industry people will be roped in to make 

this government process efficient.” 

The officer added that other members of 

the Union cabinet are also taking a similar 

view.  

The officer said Infrastructure Minister 

Nitin Gadkari had, in a webinar on 28 

February, aired his frustration with civil 

servants because in many of the review 

meetings with the prime minister, projects 

of his ministry were being flagged.  

“He said that after six years, he had found 

that in this system, people won’t change,” 

the officer said. “Gadkari said that he was 

coming to the conclusion that it is very 

difficult to change them. He also said that 

a committee of experts will be appointed 

to give direction to new technology in 

highway construction and that he would 

bring ‘good people from the states’ to give 

infra a push.” 

A retired civil servant who was shunted 

out of the government told ThePrint that 

Modi may be guided by his desire to sell 

PSUs.  

“The PM has always had a very cordial 

relationship with the bureaucracy. He has 

promoted so many bureaucrats on loyalty 

and performance and even rewarded them 

after retirement,” the former officer said. 

“Some of his officers have been working 

with him for the last two decades. So at 

what point have they become inefficient? 

Maybe the reason behind his outbursts is 

that the PM is creating a perception that 

the private sector is a wealth creator to 

avoid future criticism on the sale of so 

many PSUs.”  

https://m.timesofindia.com/india/given-up-on-babus-will-rope-in-pvt-sector-mantri/amp_articleshow/81252031.cms
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Amit Shah, JP Nadda To Visit Homes 

Of All 129 Workers Killed In West 

Bengal From March 13 

 

 

 

9-3-21 

 

n a significant development, Republic 

Media Network has learnt that Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah and BJP 

National President JP Nadda will visit the 

homes of all the BJP workers who were 

allegedly killed due to 'political violence' 

in poll-bound West Bengal.  

Sources have revealed that the BJP has a 

list of 129 workers who were have died 

over the past two years in the state which 

has been divided into two parts. Amit Shah 

will be visiting half of the homes, with JP 

Nadda visiting the other half to cover all 

families of the saffron party workers who 

had lost their children in the state.  

The visit would be kick-started with the 

Home Minister, who is said to land in 

Bengal on March 13. 

BJP's mega rallies in West Bengal  

Home Minister Amit Shah had last visited 

West Bengal to flag the fifth and final 

Poribortan Yatra in Kakdwip of South 24 

Parganas district on February 18. "This is 

BJP's fight to make Bengal 'Sonar Bangla'. 

This fight is between our booth workers 

and the syndicate of TMC," he had said. 

There he had also eaten lunch at the house 

of a local family in Narayanpur village. 

Shah is currently campaigning in Kerala 

and Tamil Nadu, bolstering BJP's southern 

presence ahead of the elections. 

 

On the other hand, JP Nadda had 

addressed the Nabadwip zone Poriborton 

Yatra culmination rally in Anandapuri on 

February 25 where he had launched the 

'Lokkho Sonar Bangla' campaign along 

with an election manifesto crowdsourcing 

campaign in West Bengal. During his visit 

to the state, Nadda had lunch at the house 

of a jute mill worker in the Gouripur area 

of Naihati, North 24 Parganas district.  

 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, yesterday culminated his mega rally 

at the Brigade Ground in Kolkata where he 

pushed 'Ashol Parivartan' and countered 

the Mamata Banerjee-led Government 

through several Bengali jibes. 

 

The West Bengal Assembly with 294 seats 

will go to the polls from March 27-April 

I 
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29. Trinamool holds 222 seats at present. 

The BJP made major inroads in the State 

in the Lok Sabha elections winning 

18 seats out of 42 and establishing itself as 

the major opposition force in the state. It is 

looking to repeat its unexpectedly stellar 

performance in the 2021 polls, hoping to 

secure a majority of over 200+ seats. The 

counting of votes will take place on May 

2.  

Breaking: BJP MP Tirath Singh Rawat 

to become new Uttarakhand CM 

 

 

 

10-3-21 

 

JP MP Tirath Singh Rawat is all 

set to become new chief 

minister of Uttarakhand, 

outgoing chief minister Trivendra Singh 

Rawat, who stepped down yesterday, 

announced today. Trivendra Singh Rawat 

submitted his resignation to Governor 

Baby Rani Maurya on Tuesday after he 

met with the BJP leadership in Delhi a day 

before. 

Tirath Singh Rawat will take oath as the 

Uttarakhand CM at 4 pm today. "I thank 

prime minister, home minister and party 

chief who trusted me, a mere party worker 

who comes from a small village. I'd never 

imagined that I'd reach here. We'll make 

all efforts to meet people's expectations 

and take forward work done in last four 

years," he told news agency ANI. 

Meanwhile, speculation is rife the BJP 

leadership asked Trivendra Singh Rawat to 

step down, reportedly over 'poor 

performance'. Several BJP members are 

said to be 'unhappy' with his style of 

functioning. 

Rawat spoke to the media after his 

resignation and thanked the BJP for giving 

him the 'golden opportunity' to serve the 

state for four years. "The BJP gave me the 

golden opportunity to serve as CM for four 

years. I was born in a small village. Only 

BJP gives so much respect and opportunity 

to someone who belongs to a simple 

family from a small village," he said. 

He said the decision to pass on the baton to 

someone else was unanimous. Rawat also 

thanked the people of the state for giving 

him the chance to serve. Rawat's 

resignation came amid speculations that 

the leadership believed that the future of 

the party's prospects in the coming 

elections is not very bright. 

 

B 
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Commenting on the developments former 

CM Harish Rawat said political 

developments were indicative the BJP 

would not come back to power. "I can see 

a change in power happening. Even the 

BJP's central leadership has admitted that 

its present government in the state could 

not do much. No matter who they bring 

now they will not come back to power in 

2022," said Rawat. 

West Bengal Assembly elections | 

Mamata Banerjee stable, doctors to 

conduct more tests 

 

 

11-3-21 

he health condition of 

West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata 

Banerjee, who sustained injuries in 

Nandigram on Wednesday evening, 

remained stable on Thursday. 

 

Doctors have put a temporary 

plaster on her left ankle after 

necessary medical tests were 

conducted on her. A five-member 

medical board comprising senior 

doctors is monitoring the health 

condition of the Trinamool 

Congress chairperson. 

 

Ms. Banerjee was admitted to state-

run SSKM Hospital late on 

Wednesday after suffering injuries 

on her left leg while campaigning in 

Nandigram. 

 

The Trinamool also postponed a 

press conference later in the day, in 

which the party was scheduled to 

release its manifesto for the 2021 

Assembly poll. 

 

Meanwhile, a delegation of the 

Trinamool leadership is likely to 

visit the office of the Chief 

Electoral Officer over alleged 

security lapses that resulted in the 

injury to the Chief Minister. 

 

Ms. Banerjee on Wednesday called 

it a “conspiracy” of four to five 

people, who surrounded her car and 

“purposely pushed her”. State BJP 

president Dilip Ghosh demanded 

that there should be a through probe 

T 
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into the incident to find out what 

transpired. 

 

Mr. Ghosh said that people of the 

State should be cautious about 

attempts to divert the Assembly 

polls from real issues. 

 

Earlier in the day, the District 

Magistrate of Purba Medinipur and 

Superintendent of Police visited 

Birulia market in Nandigram, 

where the incident had occurred. 

 

Protests had erupted in Nandigram, 

particularly in Birulia market, 

where the supporters of the BJP and 

the TMC came face to face and 

tried to push each other. Supporters 

of the parties raised slogans against 

each other. 

 

In other parts of the State, the 

supporters of the Trinamool 

organised protests against the 

“attack “ on the Chief Minister. 

Supporters, in hundreds, scribbled 

“Get well soon” messages on 

posters outside SSKM Hospital. 

 

Eyewitness accounts 

Several people who claimed to have 

witnessed the incident on 

Wednesday said that Ms. 

Banerjee’s car hit a post erected on 

the road at Birulia market. 

 

“The Chief Minister was standing 

on the footboard of her vehicle and 

waving at the people when the door 

of the car hit the post and she 

suffered injuries,” an eyewitness 

said. 

 

Videos of the incident that have 

been aired by local television 

channels and are on social media 

show people around Ms. Banerjee 

vehicle trying to take photographs 

and videos and the Chief Minister 

standing on the footboard on the 

front seat of the car next to the 

driver of the vehicle. 

PM Modi flags off Dandi March at 

‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' in 

Ahmedabad 
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12-3-2021 

rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Friday (March 12) flag off 'Azadi 

ka Amrit Mahotsav' to mark 75 

years of the nation’s Independence. The 

prime minister will also flag off Padyatra 

from Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad on 

the occasion. 

The Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is going to 

be a series of events that will be organised 

by the Government to commemorate the 

75th anniversary of India's Independence. 

It will be celebrated as a Jan-Utsav in the 

spirit of Jan-Bhagidari. This year to mark 

the 75th anniversary of India’s freedom, 

the central and state governments are 

commencing the celebrations 75 weeks 

prior to Independence day (August 15).  

"I bow to the feet of all the great 

personalities who participated in India's 

freedom struggle and have led the 

country," said PM Modi. He lists five 

pillars, along with the fight for freedom, 

that will inspire the dreams and duties of 

independent India. These are Ideas, 

Achievements, Actions and Resolve. 

In other developments, BJP leader 

Suvendu Adhikari offers prayers at a 

temple in Nandigram before filling his 

nomination as the BJP candidate from the 

constituency for West Bengal Assembly 

Elections 2021. 

The BJP leader also met locals in 

Nandigram. "My relationship with them is 

very old. Mamata Banerjee remembers 

them every 5 years when polls come. They 

will defeat her. I am also filing my 

nomination, I am a voter of Nandigram," 

says Suvendu Adhikari. 

JP Nadda: Sachaichhuptinahi, deviation 

in Didi’s statements on Nandigram 

incident 

 

 
 

13-3-2021 

 

JP national president JP Nadda 

said he prays for West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee's speedy recovery, but there is a 

deviation in her statements 

about Wednesday's incident in 

Nandigram. 

 

Speaking at the India Today Conclave 

2021 (South) in Chennai on Friday, JP 

P 

B 

https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-gets-injured-while-campaigning-in-nandigram-1777848-2021-03-10
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-gets-injured-while-campaigning-in-nandigram-1777848-2021-03-10
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Nadda said the truth of the incident will 

ultimately come out. 

He was responding to a question whether 

the Nandigram incident and Mamata 

Banerjee's image with a fractured 

foot could help the TMC gain sympathy 

votes in the state assembly elections. 

 

On Wednesday, while campaigning in 

Nandigram, Mamata Banerjee suffered 

injuries on her foot and had to be taken to 

Kolkata for treatment. Speaking to 

reporters after the incident, she alleged she 

was "attacked and pushed" by four-five 

men and that it was part of a "conspiracy" 

against her. 

 

Follow full coverage of India Today 

Conclave 2021 (South) 

Doctors at the Kolkata hospital where she 

was admitted for the past two days said 

she has suffered a fracture. She 

was discharged on Friday evening in a 

wheelchair. 

 

"At the outset, I wish a speedy recovery to 

Mamata Banerjee. God should help her get 

a speedy recovery," JP Nadda said. 

"As far as the incident is considered, the 

Election Commission is yet to give a 

statement on the matter. But I see there is a 

deviation in Mamata ji's statement, 

between what she said after the incident 

(on Wednesday in Nandigram) and what 

she said yesterday (in a video message 

from the Kolkata hospital)." 

This, he said, "itself speaks volumes about 

the incident". "Sachaikabhichhuptinahi 

(Truth can never be suppressed)." 

 

Responding to the question whether the 

Nandigram incident may help the TMC 

garner sympathy votes, Nadda said the 

people of West Bengal are "very, very 

politically active" and can see through 

things. 

 

"Mamata ji and the TMC will try to gain 

sympathy and they should do. But the 

people of Bengal are very alert about 

politics and there will be no sympathy vote 

in that sense. I am confident that Mamata 

ji is going to be defeated this time and get 

a befitting reply. The people of Bengal are 

waiting for a change," JP Nadda said. 

 

CHALLENGE IN THE SOUTH 

JP Nadda also spoke about the prospects of 

the BJP in southern India and his 

expectations from the upcoming state 

assembly elections. 

Nadda said this time the BJP has got an 

opportunity to prove itself in the southern 

states and the party wants to avail of this 

opportunity. 

 

https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-severe-injuries-ankle-shoulder-doctor-1777962-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-severe-injuries-ankle-shoulder-doctor-1777962-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-severe-injuries-ankle-shoulder-doctor-1777962-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/video/watch-how-mamata-banerjee-got-injured-1778026-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/video/watch-how-mamata-banerjee-got-injured-1778026-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-gets-injured-while-campaigning-in-nandigram-1777848-2021-03-10
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/mamata-banerjee-gets-injured-while-campaigning-in-nandigram-1777848-2021-03-10
https://www.indiatoday.in/conclave-south/2021
https://www.indiatoday.in/conclave-south/2021
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/mamata-discharged-leaves-hospital-on-wheelchair-1778652-2021-03-12
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/mamata-discharged-leaves-hospital-on-wheelchair-1778652-2021-03-12
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/will-use-wheelchair-if-needed-mamata-promises-to-return-soon-asks-tmc-workers-to-remain-calm-in-video-message-1778150-2021-03-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/west-bengal-assembly-polls-2021/story/will-use-wheelchair-if-needed-mamata-promises-to-return-soon-asks-tmc-workers-to-remain-calm-in-video-message-1778150-2021-03-11
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"That is why we are aggressively raising 

issues related to development and also 

factors that have stopped development in 

the South," he said. 

The BJP president said he feels that the 

party is going to form government in West 

Bengal and Puducherry, retain the 

government in Assam and do "good" in 

Kerala. In Tamil Nadu, he said, the 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) will 

win the election. 

 

The BJP is part of the AIADMK-led NDA in 

Tamil Nadu and will be contesting on 20 

seats. 

"We are taking these elections very 

seriously and development is our agenda," 

Nadda said. 

 

BUT WHAT ABOUT ANTI-

INCUMBENCY? 

In Tamil Nadu, the main contest is 

between the AIADMK and the MK Stalin-

led DMK. The Congress is part of the 

DMK-led alliance. 

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the 

DMK-led alliance won 39 of the 40 

parliamentary seats in Tamil Nadu, while 

the AIADMK won the remaining one. 

 

Asked about the challenge posed by the 

DMK and anti-incumbency against the 

AIADMK government, JP Nadda said, "A 

lot of water has flown under the bridge 

since the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. There 

has been a sea of change in the politics in 

Tamil Nadu and the image of the NDA 

since then." 

 

Attacking the DMK-Congress alliance, he 

said the people of Tamil Nadu "have not 

forgotten the scams that took place during 

the UPA era". 

"There is no anti-incumbency against the 

AIADMK. The schemes initiated by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi have been 

successfully implemented by the state 

government. I can see that development 

has taken place at the grassroots level. 

Pandemic relief material has reached the 

last person," Nadda claimed. 

 

IS BJP REMOTE-CONTROLLING 

AIADMK? 

Since the death of former Tamil Nadu 

Chief Minister and AIADMK president J 

Jayalalithaa in 2016, opposition parties 

have from time-to-time alleged that the 

BJP is "remote-controlling" the AIDMK 

and the state government. 

 

Asked about this allegation, JP Nadda said 

that is not the BJP's style of functioning. 

"We aren't remote controlling anyone. It is 

not our style of functioning. We aren't a 

'Big Brother'. We believe in the democratic 

process. Had we been remote-controlling, 

https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/tamil-nadu-assembly-elections-aiadmk-bjp-alliance-sealed-saffron-party-to-contest-from-20-seats-1776187-2021-03-06
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/tamil-nadu-assembly-elections-aiadmk-bjp-alliance-sealed-saffron-party-to-contest-from-20-seats-1776187-2021-03-06
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/tamil-nadu-assembly-elections-aiadmk-bjp-alliance-sealed-saffron-party-to-contest-from-20-seats-1776187-2021-03-06
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the alliance decisions would have been 

different," he said, adding that it is their 

(AIADMK's) party to run the show. 

 

SASIKALA ISSUE WAS AIDMK'S 

INTERNAL MATTER 

In the run-up to the Tamil Nadu assembly 

elections, there were a lot of talks about 

the impact that J Jayalalithaa's close aide 

VK Sasikala could have on the outcomes 

of the assembly polls in general and the 

AIADMK's prospects in particular. 

 

VK Sasikala had been lodged in a 

Bengaluru jail for the last four years and 

there had been indications that when she 

was released earlier this year, she would 

form her party and challenge the AIADMK. 

However, in a dramatic turn of events, VK 

Sasikala recently announced she is retiring 

from politics and urged people to vote for 

the AIADMK. The BJP and the AIADMK 

both welcomed the decision. 

Asked if the BJP had any role in these 

developments that came just ahead of the 

assembly polls, JP Nadda said people did 

approach the party but it refused to 

interfere. 

 

"It has been their (AIADMK's) internal 

matter, People did try to approach us but 

we told them that it's their internal matter. 

Sasikala ji has said she wants to see the 

golden rule of Jayalalithaa. The AIADMK 

is committed to bringing that," he said. 

 

THE KERALA CONUNDRUM 

Kerala is one of the four states where 

assembly polls are being held and it is one 

state where the BJP has not been able to 

win a single seat so far, either in the Lok 

Sabha elections or in the assembly polls. 

So, how does the BJP hope to change 

things this time? 

To this, JP Nadda said the people of 

Kerala are "fed-up" with the Left Front 

and the Congress-led alliance because of 

their misgovernance. 

 

"Our vote share has increased in Kerala in 

past elections. The people there are fed up 

with the Left Front and the Congress-led 

UDF. They both are scamsters. We will do 

good in this election as people are looking 

for an alternative. People know that the 

Left front the Congress-led alliance 

believe in the politics of tushtikaran 

(appeasement). We instead believe in the 

politics of santushtikaran (satisfaction)," 

Nadda said. 

 

BANKING AND FINANCE NEWS 

50% OF ACCOUNT HOLDERS ARE 

WOMENS 

8-2-21 

https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/how-sasikala-has-spiced-up-tamil-nadu-election-that-she-can-t-contest-1770946-2021-02-19
https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/how-sasikala-has-spiced-up-tamil-nadu-election-that-she-can-t-contest-1770946-2021-02-19
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/decoding-sasikala-big-decision-to-quit-politics-1775392-2021-03-04
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/decoding-sasikala-big-decision-to-quit-politics-1775392-2021-03-04
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/tamil-nadu-assembly-polls-2021/story/decoding-sasikala-big-decision-to-quit-politics-1775392-2021-03-04
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he finance ministry on Monday 

said almost 55 per cent of the 

total account holders under the 

Pradhan Mantry Jan Dhan Yojana a 

flagship scheme of the government to 

promote financial inclusion are women. 

And the sharing details of various schemes 

with the special provisions for the 

emancipation of women on the occasion of 

International Women’s Day, the ministry 

said these plans have financially 

empowered women to lead a better life and 

chase their dreams of became an 

entrepreneur.  

In February 23.21 crore accounts out of the 

total 41.93 crore accounts opened under 

the PMJDY scheme, belong to women 

account holders, the ministry said in a 

statement. 

As per extant RBI guidelines, a PMJDY 

account is treated as inoperative if there 

are no customers induced transaction in the 

account for over a period of two years. The 

Object of this scheme is to facilitate bank 

loans between Rs.10 lakhs and Rs.1 crore 

to at least one Scheduled Caste or 

Scheduled Tribe borrower and at least one-

woman borrower per bank branch of banks 

for setting up greenfield enterprise, it 

added. 

Indiabulls Housing Finance net at Rs 

329 cr, aims to raise disbursements via 

co-lending 

 

8-3-21 

shwini Kumar Hooda, deputy 

managing director (DMD), 

Indiabulls Housing Finance, 

said that retail disbursements have crossed 

Rs 2,500 crore this quarter. On Friday 

reported a sequential increase of 2% in its 

net profit at Rs 329 crore despite higher 

provisions. However, the net profit fell 

40% on a year-on-year (y-o-y) basis. The 

expected credit loss provisions jumped 

79% quarter-on-quarter (q-o-q) and 61% 

y-o-y to Rs 846 crore. Its net interest 

income (NII) improved 8% sequentially to 

Rs 809 crore, but declined 18% on a y-o-y 

basis. The company aims to increase 

disbursements through co-lending 

partnerships. Ashwini Kumar Hooda, 

deputy managing director (DMD), 

Indiabulls Housing Finance, said that retail 

disbursements have crossed Rs 2,500 crore 

this quarter. “We are in process of 

finalising three more co-origination 

partners and increase our disbursements 

further,” he said. The lender’s asset quality 

showed an improvement during the 

December quarter. Gross non-performing 

assets (NPAs) ratio improved 23 basis 

points (bps) to 1.75%, compared to 1.98% 

in the previous quarter. IBH has not 
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classified any NPAs since August 31, 

2020, due to the interim order of the 

Supreme Court. “On a proforma basis, 

gross NPAs stood at 2.44%” the lender 

said.The company’s finance cost is down 

17% y-o-y and 5% q-o-q to Rs 1,706 

crore. Similarly, total expenses came down 

25% y-o-y and 4% sequentially to Rs 

2,077 crore. The lender said that access to 

funding has normalised. Since April 2020, 

IBH has raised total funding of Rs 28,119 

crore. “The company’s liquidity buffer, 

including undrawn available sanctions, 

stood at Rs 17,105 crore at the end of 

Q3FY21, representing 24% of its balance 

sheet loan book,” the lender said.The 

mortgage lender also said that it is fully 

matched for all granular buckets for 10 

years and beyond. The company has a 

positive balance across all buckets, and 

will have a positive net cash of Rs 13,965 

crore one year, hence, at the end of 

December, 2021. The capital adequacy 

ratio of the lender remained at 30.5%, 

maintaining the same levels of September 

quarter. 

YES BANK LAUNCHES YES 

ESSENCE FOR WOMEN 

9-3-21 

es Bank on Monday announced 

the launch of women centric 

YES ESSENCE service it will 

offer preferentially priced loans and 

healthcare benefits, among other services. 

It will be launched in International 

Women’s Day. YES ESSENCE is a 

holistic banking proposition for women 

across the customer various roles like 

home makers, salaries having women’s, 

educationalist, etc., The Bank celebrate the 

launch of this concept with women 

customers throughout the banks network 

of branches across India from March 8 – 

10,2021, it said in a release. 

The bank will offer a solution including 

complimentary healthcare befits, 

preferential pricing on loans, fee waiver 

and trading account, wealth management, 

offers on upskilling through partnerships, 

attractive lifestyle and shopping offers. 

This concept with exclusive privileges aim 

to empower women and support their 

works, life’s, education etc.’ and pursuit of 

their dreams and aspiration also making 

their banking experience a rewarding one. 

India's unemployment rate drops to 

6.5% in January; employment rate 

surges to 37.9%: CMIE 

9-3-21 

he unemployment rate declined 

to 6.5 per cent in January 2021 

from 9.1 per cent in December 

2020, while the employment rate surged to 

37.9 per cent as compared to 36.9 per cent, 

says CMIE The year 2021 started on 

Y 
T 



29 
 

positive note for India as it recorded a 

significant fall in the unemployment rate 

and an equally impressive increase in 

employment rate in January, according to 

private think tank CMIE. Employment in 

India, however, remained lower than it was 

before the pre-COVID levels, but there 

were lesser unemployed people willing to 

work as well, it said. As per Centre for 

Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) data, 

the unemployment rate declined to 6.5 per 

cent in January 2021 from 9.1 per cent in 

December 2020, while the employment 

rate surged to 37.9 per cent as compared to 

36.9 per cent.  Nearly 12 million additional 

people were employed during January at 

400.7 million as compared to 388.8 

million in December 2020, which was the 

highest since lockdown began in March 

2020. The surge in employment in January 

also compensated for the loss in the past 

three months.” This is big because month-

over-month variations in employment 

rarely crossed the 5 million mark before 

the lockdown. The increase in January was 

twice this max variation. Also, after the 

initial months of sharp fall and rise in 

employment during the lockdown, the 

recovery process had slowed down and 

then stalled even before the recovery was 

complete. Employment declined in each of 

the three months October through 

December 2020. The recovery in January 

2021 is therefore a welcome relief," said 

Mahesh Vyas, CEO, CMIE. 

Income Tax department 

9-03-21 

 

he Income Tax department has 

conducted searches on two 

Chennai-based groups, one of 

which is a leading bullion trader in Tamil 

Nadu and the other is one of the biggest 

jewellery retailers in South India. 

 

The raids took place in Chennai, Mumbai, 

Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, Trissur, 

Nellore, Jaipur, and Indore, among other 

cities on March 4. So far, the searches 

have uncovered hidden profits totalling 

more than Rs 1,000 crore. Also, Rs 1.2 

crore in unaccounted cash has been 

confiscated. 

 

On April 6, Tamil Nadu will hold a single 

phase of elections for its 234-member 

assembly. 

 

Unaccounted cash sales, fake cash credits 

from its subsidiaries, cash credits in 

dummy accounts in the guise of advance 

for transactions, unexplained cash deposits 

during the demonetization era, bogus 
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unpaid sundry creditors, and massive 

unexplained stock variations were all 

discovered in the bullion trader's premises. 

The proof discovered in the jewellery 

retailer's premises showed the following 

things: 

 

The taxpayer had collected and repaid cash 

loans from local financiers. 

 

Had provided cash loans to builders and 

made cash investments in real estate 

properties. 

 

Had made unaccounted gold bullion 

purchases; had alleged wrongful bad debts 

 

Had inflated wastages in the conversion of 

old gold to fine gold and jewellery 

making, among other things. 

DEPOSIT 15 CRORE IN THE BANK 

10-3-21 

he High Court of Bombay 

directed Williamson Magor and 

Co and its promoter Aditya 

Khaitan to deposit about Rs.15 crores in 

the court by march 31 in case filed by 

Kotak Mahindra Bank. The court was also 

restraint both the Kolkata based company 

and its promoters from transferring any of 

their immovable properties. 

On march 5 Justice GS Patel, in his order 

while directing the BSE listed company to 

deposit Rs.14. 88 cores in the court also 

said the company can alternatively furnish 

a bank guarantee for the entire amount. 

Williamson Magor has no defence at all. 

Khaitans defence is untenable and the 

settled law is unstable observed the court 

in its 15-page order. 

So Kotak Mahindra Bank had approached 

the court against Williamson Magor and 

Co and its promoter Aditya Khaitan, after 

they failed to pay over Rs.23 crore 

including interest. But the companies first 

paid the amount. At last they don’t pay the 

money. But now The Bombay High Court 

Ordered to both companies deposit Rs. 15 

core in the Kotak Bank. 

Bank of Maharashtra, Vanaya Network 

tie up for channel financing 

 

10-3-21 

ank of Maharashtra on Thursday 

entered into a strategic partnership 

with fintech company Vayana 

Network to offer channel financing service 

for MSMEs. Vayana is India’s largest 

supply chain financing platform offering 

financial support to MSMEs. Through this 

partnership, BoM has launched the 
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Mahabank Channel Financing Scheme to 

provide short-term credit to meet funding 

requirement of dealers and vendors of 

corporates. A S Rajeev, MD & CEO of 

BoM, said they were looking at offering a 

fully digital financing experience to 

MSME customers, suppliers and 

distributors of leading corporates. “We 

believe in the power of partnerships, and 

hence have tied up with leading fintechs to 

launch innovative digital offerings.” Ram 

Iyer, founder and CEO, Vayana Network 

said, supply chain finance or trade finance 

has become a critical vehicle for affordable 

MSME loans. SCF has gained more 

traction in the post-COVID era as both 

corporates and their MSME supply chains 

aiming at streamlining their working 

capital cycles and liquidity. 

 

THE BANK LAUNCHES 

CONTACLESS WEARABLE 

PAYAMENT DEVICES. 

11-2-21 

he Private sector lender Axis 

Bank on Wednesday launched 

the India’s first contactless 

wearable payment device to allow the 

customer make on the go transactions 

more conveniently. It announcing the 

Wear N Pay wearable devices brand, Axis 

Bank said it is the first bank in India to 

offer such a service. 

The Bank was partnership with Thales and 

Tappy Technologies for to design and 

create these products, which are 

exclusively available on the MasterCard 

platform, it said in an official notification. 

The device is directly linked with 

customer’s bank account and the 

customers can purchase at any merchant 

location that accepts contactless 

transactions. 

The Axis Bank said “this technique 

increases the number of digital payments 

users, and we see a big opportunity in 

contactless payments, which will continue 

to grow, given the post and present 

pandemic situation and the need for social 

distancing. The transactions up to Rs. 

5,000 can be done without any PIN by 

device at a POS machine.  

SBI CONDUCTS E-AUCTION 

12-3-21 

tate Bank of India will conduct 

e-auctions of twelve bad 

accounts of this month to 

recover dues of over Rs. 506 crores 

under sale to ARC mechanism. They 

place accounts for sale on the terms and 

conditions indicated there against, SBI 

said in sale notifications. The total 

outstanding against these companies is 

Rs.506.22 crores.  
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Aarya Industrial Products Pvt Ltd had a 

first place. It has dues of Rs.72.24 crores 

and the e-auction of the account is take 

to place on March 16. The State Bank of 

India said AIP ltd industrial Products has 

filed a suit against it in January 2016 

before Civil Court, Alipore, Kolkata, for 

claiming recovery damages of Rs.226 

crores. 

Ten accounts are go under the hammer 

on March 26 against collective 

outstanding dues of Rs. 383.23 crores. 

The List of e-auction Bank account is, 

Heavy Metal and Tubes Ltd -  Rs. 116.91 

crores 

Shree Vaishnav Industries     -  Rs. 58.92 

crores 

Sri BalmukundPolyplast       -  Rs. 49.73 

crores 

Megha Granules Pvt Ltd       -   Rs. 23.21 

crores 

Abhinandan Interexim           -  Rs. 14.16 

crores 

Timespac India                       - Rs. 14.03 

crores 

Shyam Sales                           - Rs. 2.18 

cores, dues are there. So SBI decided to 

E-Auction the accounts. 

VACCINATION TO THEIR 

EMPLOYEES AND FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

13-3-21 

DFC Bank on Friday said we 

will cover the vaccination cost 

its over 1 lakh employees and 

their family members. HDFC bank 

sponsor the inoculation over 1 lakh 

employees of the bank and their immediate 

family members against COVID. The 

Bank will make good vaccination cost for 

the two mandated doses, the lender said in 

a statement.  

“our employees have shown patience, 

expertness and dedication to serve millions 

of customers. Our employees’ health is 

very important for us so we decided to 

vaccinate for employees and their 

dependent family members” HR, HDFC 

Bank said.  

Not only HDFC Bank many of Bank 

decided to vaccinate their employees. 

Earlier this Week ICICI Bank too had 

informed about bearing cost of vaccination 

for nearly 1 lakh employees and their next 

kin.  

And Our country’s largest money lender 

SBI Bank earlier this month said it it has 

they donated Rs. 11 crores towards PM 

CARES fund as part of CSR activity to 

support the governments initiative to 

vaccinate all in the country. 
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ECONOMICS NEWS 

Mango production likely to jump 4.24% in 

2020-21 

 

8-3-2021 

 

 

 

ango production in the country 

is estimated to increase 4.24 per 

cent to 21.12 million tonnes in 

the crop year 2020-21 ending June, the 

latest data from the agriculture ministry 

said on Monday. The output of mango, the 

'king of fruits', stood at 20.26 million 

tonne during the 2019-20 crop year (July-

June). The arrival of mangoes from 

southern and western India has started, 

while the season in the northern states like 

Uttar Pradesh will begin from mid-June 

onwards. However, production of other 

summer fruits -- muskmelon and 

watermelon -- is estimated to be slightly 

lower than the previous year, as per the 

Total production of horticultural crops is 

estimated to increase to 326.57 in the 

2020-21 crop year from 320.76 million 

tonne last year, the data added. 

 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIES:( 

BOP AND BOT) 

9-3-21 

alance of Payments: 

The balance of payments 

accounts of a country record 

the payments and receipts of 

the residents of the country in their 

transactions with residents of other 

countries. If all transactions are included, 

the payments and receipts of each country 

are, and must be, equal. Any apparent 

inequality simply leaves one country 

acquiring assets in the others. For example, 

if Americans buy automobiles from Japan, 

and have no other transactions with Japan, 

the Japanese must end up holding dollars, 

which they may hold in the form of bank 

deposits in the United States or in some 

other U.S. investment. The payments of 

Americans to Japan for automobiles are 

balanced by the payments of Japanese to 

U.S. individuals and institutions, including 

banks, for the acquisition of dollar. 

There will be inequalities between the 

money even though the receipts are the 
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same which we call that receipt as a 

surplus or deficit. 

Balance of Trade: 

The difference in value over a period of 

time between a country’s imports and 

exports of goods and services, usually 

expressed in the unit of currency of a 

particular country or economic union (e.g., 

dollars for the United States, pounds 

sterling for the United Kingdom, or euros 

for the European Union). The balance of 

trade is part of a larger economic unit, the 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS (the sum 

total of all economic transactions between 

one country and its trading partners around 

the world), which includes capital 

movements (money flowing to a country 

paying high interest rates of return), loan 

repayment, expenditures by tourists, 

freight and insurance charges, and other 

payments. 

If the exports of a country exceed its 

imports, the country is said to have a 

favorable balance of trade, or a trade 

surplus. Conversely, if the imports exceed 

exports, an unfavorable balance of trade, 

or a trade deficit, exists. According to the 

economic theory of mercantilism, which 

prevailed in Europe from the 16th to the 

18th century, a favorable balance of trade 

was a necessary means of financing a 

country’s purchase of foreign goods and 

maintaining its export trade. This was to 

be achieved by establishing colonies that 

would buy the products of the mother 

country and would export raw materials 

(particularly precious metals), which were 

considered an indispensable source of a 

country’s wealth and power. 

Conclusion: 

So finally with the help of these two main 

factors the foreign courts is trading which 

have a greater use for the development of 

the Indian Economy. 

INEQUALITY AND POVERTY: 

10-3-2021 

overty is related to, yet distinct 

from, inequality .Inequality is 

concerned with the full 

distribution of wellbeing; poverty is 

focused on the lower end of the 

distribution only – those who fall below a 

poverty line, Inequality can be viewed as 

inequality of what, inequality of whom and 

inequality over what time horizon. 

Inequalities are ‘fundamentally about 

relational disparities, denial of fair and 

equivalent enjoyment of rights, and the 

persistence of arbitrary discrepancies in 

the worth, status, dignity and freedoms of 

different people”. Inequality can exist in a 

variety of different spheres. There are two 

prominent perspectives on inequalities of 
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outcomes such as income, wealth, 

education, health and nutrition. Inequality 

of opportunities as a result of differences 

in background, social treatment and 

conditions, indicated by unequal. 

Causes for the Inequality and Poverty: 

1. Low level of education and skills 

2. Gender Differences 

3. Size and type of family 

4. Being a member of ethnic groups in a 

society 

5. Living in a remote areas 

 

POVERTY AND INEQUALITY 

 An attempt to examine the intertwined 

issues of poverty, inequality, and growth 

in India in the 1990s involves an 

exploration of all three topics. The 

conventional view of what happened in the 

Indian economy in the 1980s and the 

1990s is that economic growth averaged 

around 5.5 percent per annum; population 

growth was around 2 percent, so per capita 

growth averaged 3.5 percent. This rate of 

growth was a major acceleration from the 

past, and both the agricultural and the 

nonagricultural sectors of the economy 

shared in it. Agriculture grew at a robust 

3.7 percent per annum, and non-

agricultural grew at 6.6 percent. Rural 

India, where most of the poor reside, 

benefited enormously, and absolute 

poverty declined at a fast pace in the 

1980s. This decline is remarkable because 

both in the 1950s and in the 1960s, the 

poverty ratio. 

Double whammy: India's industry 

output contracts to 1.6% Jan; retail 

ination rises to 5.03% in Feb 

 

12-3-2021  

 

 

 

ndia's industrial output, measured by 

the Index of Industrial Production 

(IIP), shrank 1.6 per cent year-on-year 

in January, while consumer ination rose to 

5.03 per cent in February from 4.06% in 

January, data released by the Ministry of 

Statistics & Programme Implementation 

(MoSPI) showed on Friday. "For the 

month of January 2021, the Quick 

Estimates of Index of Industrial Production 
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(IIP) with base 2011-12 stands at 135.2. 

The Indices of Industrial Production for 

the Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity 

sectors for the month of January 2021 

stand at 119.7, 135.1 and 164.2 

respectively" the ministry said in a release. 

Electricity sector output grew 5.5 per cent 

in January, while manufacturing 

contracted by 2.0 per cent growth. 

Likewise, mining output also contracted 

by 3.7 per cent. For April-January, IIP 

contracted 12.2 per cent year-on-year 

compared to 0.5 per cent growth in the 

year-ago period. Industrial output was hit 

hard by pandemic and lockdown imposed 

to curb the spread of infections. 

Consquently, IIP contracted for ve 

consecutive months from April to August 

in 2021-22, before making a comeback to 

positive territory in September and 

October. Meanwhile, retail ination, 

calculated on the basis of Consumer Price 

Index, declined to 4.06 per cent in 

February from 4.59 per cent in January last 

year as food prices eased signicantly. 

Meanwhile, ination in food basket almost 

doubled to 3.87 per cent in February as 

compared to 1.96 per cent recorded in the 

previous month. Most importantly, the 

ination rate stayed within the central 

bank's target of 2-6 percent for the third 

consecutive month. 

 

Why Cryptocurrency is need to be 

regulated: 

12-3-2021 

 The cryptocurrency platforms or 

exchanges in India fear a complete ban on 

trading. The new bill, moved by the 

government, is likely to propose a 

framework for digital currency to be issued 

by the Reserve Bank of India. While a ban 

on private crypto currencies will kill all 

future innovations in the crypto space, the 

virtual currencies do need a regulatory 

framework to protect the interest 

of investors. 

 

Reasons for regulating: 

1. Classification of cryptocurrencies as 

digital tokens and tradeable assets 

2. Regulations for investor’s protection 

3. Allowing Select well known crypto 

currencies 

4. Understanding the technological risk. 

5. Cyber security risk 

6. Money laundering auction 

 

This report surveys the legal and policy 

landscape surrounding cryptocurrencies 

around the world. This report covers 130 

countries as well as some regional 

organizations that have issued laws or 

policies on the subject. The past four years 

have seen cryptocurrencies become 

ubiquitous, prompting more national and 

regional authorities to grapple with their 
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regulation. The expansive growth of 

cryptocurrencies makes it possible to 

identify emerging patterns. 

Not all countries see the advent of block 

chain technology and cryptocurrencies as a 

threat, albeit for different reasons.  Some 

of the jurisdiction surveyed for this report, 

while not recognizing cryptocurrencies as 

legal tender, see a potential in the 

technology behind it and are developing a 

cryptocurrency-friendly regulatory regime 

as a means to attract investment in 

technology companies that excel in this 

sector.  In this class are countries like 

Spain, Belarus. 

India uses digital banking and 

biometrics to organize its 1.3 billion 

population 

 13-3-2021 

 

 

n the futurist law now named after 

him, the late Stanford University 

computer scientist Roy Amara once 

declared, “We tend to overestimate the 

eect of a technology in the short run and 

underestimate the eect in the long run.” 

India’s public digital infrastructure — in 

many ways, an immense online 

bureaucracy — is an outlier to this 

principle. The eort was written-o in the 

short run, but, less than a decade after it 

was introduced, it has mobilized 

technology at the grass-roots, tapping into 

the country’s huge domestic potential. 

India is now ready to share its experience 

with the developing world. The system — 

built on a unique 12-digit identication code 

for each Indian resident — has signicantly 

improved nancial inclusion, access to 

public documents and services, tax 

compliance, retail payments and the 

management of government subsidies. The 

key has been the Aadhaar card – the 

national identity document. Aadhaar was 

launched in 2009 by the government of 

then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. To 

run the program, he roped in Nandan 

Nilekani, a veteran of Infosys, the 

country’s homegrown technology giant. It 

was an ambitious attempt to reach and 

electronically organize the more than 1.3-

billion people living in India’s sprawling, 

varied and sometimes inaccessible 

territory. While questions were raised 

about privacy issues, Aadhaar was cleared 

by the Indian Supreme Court for opt-in use 
I 
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in September 2018; a larger bench of 

judges airmed the decision in January 

2021. Today, most of India has chosen to 

join the biometric data system: there are 

1.26 billion people oicially registered in 

Aadhaar. While it began with the 

Manmohan Singh government, Aadhaar 

became the backbone of the India’s public 

digital infrastructure in 2014 when Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi combined it with 

his government’s Jan Dhan initiative, a 

nancial inclusion program for India’s huge 

number of unbanked households. These 

new accounts were linked to both mobile 

numbers and Aadhaar, creating the Jan 

Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile, or JAM. Today 

more than 80% of all Indians have a bank 

account, up from half that level when the 

program started. The digital network is 

now the lynchpin for most of India’s social 

security and cash transfer programs — 

which had been notorious for corruption 

and unreliability. Today, the government 

uses JAM’s direct benet transfers for 317 

programs. It made 2.6 billion transactions 

in the current nancial year, getting more 

than $46 billion to beneciaries. The 

cumulative value of the transfers since the 

rst programs started in 2013 stands at more 

than $195 billion. Launched in 2012, 

RuPay cards were meant to rival Visa and 

Mastercard. News English Edition | 13 

March, 2021, 06:02 PM IST | E-Paper 

VIEW PLANS ETPrime Unlock Exclusive 

Insightful, Riveting Business Stories Get 

20% off oThe four big successes of India’s 

public digital infrastructure have been 

Unied Payments Interface (UPI), Bharat 

QR, Bharat Bill Pay System (BBPS) and 

the RuPay card — which work with all or 

parts of the digital network’s threefold 

components of banking, secure identity 

and mobility. UPI allows peer-to-peer and 

consumer-to-merchant transactions 

through mobile apps and e-commerce 

platforms, with JAM providing 

identication for money transfers. It 

registers 2-billion transactions a month 

and, in just about four years, is now in use 

from the largest departmental stores to 

roadside trinket shops. Bharat QR allows 

consumers to scan the graphic codes to 

transfer money without sharing phone 

numbers. This system performs 250 

million transactions a month. Going live in 

2018, BBPS allows Indian consumers to 

pay bills for practically everything online 

and via UPI apps — utilities, school fees, 

insurance premiums and loans. Launched 

in 2012, RuPay cards were meant to rival 

Visa and Mastercard. Already, more than 

600-million cards have been issued, chiey 

on Jan Dhan accounts. RuPay has a 30% 

market share in point of sale transactions 

and 25% in online transactions. India is 

working with nine countries to ensure 
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RuPay cards are integrated with local 

payment systems — including, Australia, 

Bahrain, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, 

Saudi Arabia, Singapore and South Korea. 

Indeed, other countries with the same 

logistical challenges and demographic 

needs as India may be tempted to adopt 

much of the digital network. In 2018, Bill 

Gates, technology stalwart, backed 

Aadhaar and praised Modi for fully 

embracing the scheme. In its March 2019 

report “Digital India,” McKinsey Global 

Institute observed that “the public sector 

has been one strong catalyst for India’s 

rapid digitization. The government’s eorts 

to ramp up Aadhaar has played a major 

role.” Exporting India’s public digital 

infrastructure would increase the country’s 

inuence on a massive scale even as it 

improves quality of life of millions 

globally. In fact, the digital infrastructure 

has only grown and adapted with the 

Covid-19 crisis. Two apps, the JAM-

linked vaccination monitor CoWin and the 

contact tracer AarogyaSetu, were integral 

to India’s battle against the coronavirus. 

The Electronic Vaccine Intelligence 

Network is a smartphone-based supply 

chain platform developed connecting 

27,000 vaccine storage centers supported 

by 50,000 cold chain handlers. It deals 

primarily with maternal care and infant 

inoculation; each year it has to manage the 

needs of 27 million newborns. Bridging 

the digital divide is the best way to 

overcome socio-economic differences. 

India can lead from the front. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

New US guidance says fully vaccinated 

people can meet without masks 

08-03-2021 

 

he US Centers- for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 

has announced that fully 

vaccinated Americans can return to some 

sense of normalcy. 

Those who have received the required jabs 

can visit with other vaccinated people and 

some unvaccinated people, according to 

the new guidelines. 

People are considered protected two weeks 

after they take the final dose of their 

vaccine, the CDC said. 
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Over 30 million Americans have been 

fully vaccinated thus far. 

Health officials announced the new safety 

guidelines at Monday's White House 

coronavirus task force briefing. 

The recommendations say fully vaccinated 

Americans can: 

Meet indoors with other fully vaccinated 

people without masks or social distancing 

Meet indoors with unvaccinated people 

from a single household, if they are at low 

risk for severe illness from the virus 

Skip testing or quarantine when exposed to 

Covid-19, unless symptoms appear 

"We've begun to describe what a world 

looks like as we move beyond Covid-19," 

senior adviser Andy Slavitt told reporters. 

"As more and more people get 

vaccinated… the list of activities will 

continue to grow." 

Those who are vaccinated are still required 

to follow other basic safety measures, like 

wearing masks and socially distancing in 

public as well as avoiding large crowds 

and travel. 

The guidelines also call for masking and 

distancing from those who are 

unvaccinated and who may be at an 

elevated risk of serious Covid-related 

complications. 

The US has seen a recent uptick in the 

number of jabs per day. Over 90m 

vaccines have been administered to date. 

The approval of the third vaccine, Johnson 

& Johnson's single-dose jab, has also 

helped boost supply. 

But health officials also warned that 

Covid-19 is still a serious concern. 

"Over 90% of the population still has not 

been vaccinated," CDC Director Dr 

Rochelle Walensky said. 

"Our responsibility is to make sure, in the 

context of 60,000 new cases a day, that we 

protect those who are vulnerable." 

The US has reported over 29 million virus 

cases and 525,000 deaths. 

Dr Walensky added that the guidance will 

continue to be updated "as more people get 

vaccinated and science and evidence 

expands". 

Mr Slavitt said it was a "very hopeful 

morning but with continued warning signs 

for the future". 

Later on Monday, the White House 

announced that President Joe Biden will 

deliver his first primetime address this 

Thursday to mark one year under Covid-19 

lockdown measures. 



41 
 

Last week, Mr Biden said the US will have 

enough coronavirus vaccines for every 

adult by the end of May. 

Switzerland referendum: 

Voters support ban on face 

coverings in public 

08-03-2021 

 

Posters promoted by the Swiss People's 

Party featured a woman in a black 

niqab and captions such as "Stop 

extremism!" and "Stop radical Islam!"! 

witzerland has narrowly voted in 

favour of banning face coverings 

in public, including the burka or 

niqab worn by Muslim women. 

Official results showed the measure had 

passed by 51.2% to 48.8% in Sunday's 

referendum. 

The proposal was put forward by the right-

wing Swiss People's Party (SVP) which 

campaigned with slogans such as "Stop 

extremism". 

A leading Swiss Islamic group said it was 

"a dark day" for Muslims. 

"Today's decision opens old wounds, 

further expands the principle of legal 

inequality, and sends a clear signal of 

exclusion to the Muslim minority," the 

Central Council of Muslims said in a 

statement, adding that it would challenge 

the decision in court. 

The BBC's Imogen Foulkes, in Geneva, 

says the result is not the thumping majority 

that the SVP had hoped for but it is enough 

to ensure a ban on face coverings will be 

written into Switzerland's constitution. 

The Swiss government had argued against 

the ban saying it was not up to the state to 

dictate what women wear. 

According to research by the University of 

Lucerne (in German), almost no-one in 

Switzerland wears a burka and only around 

30 women wear the niqab. About 5% of 

Switzerland's population of 8.6 million 

people are Muslim, most originating from 

Turkey, Bosnia and Kosovo. 
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Swiss people are given a direct say in their 

own affairs under the country's system of 

direct democracy. They are regularly 

invited to vote on various issues in 

national or regional referendums. 

It is not the first time Islam has figured in 

a Swiss referendum. In 2009 citizens went 

against government advice and voted to 

ban the building of minarets - a proposal 

also put forward by the SVP which said 

minarets were a sign of Islamisation. 

The proposal in Sunday's referendum did 

not mention Islam directly and was also 

aimed at stopping violent street protesters 

from wearing masks. However, the vote 

was widely referred to as "the burka ban". 

The latest proposal predated the 

coronavirus pandemic, which has meant all 

Swiss adults having to wear masks in 

many settings. 

Ahead of the vote, Walter Wobmann, 

chairman of the referendum committee and 

an SVP lawmaker, described Muslim face 

coverings as "a symbol for this extreme, 

political Islam which has become 

increasingly prominent in Europe and 

which has no place in Switzerland". 

"In Switzerland our tradition is that you 

show your face. That is a sign of our basic 

freedoms," he said. 

Amnesty International spoke out against 

the proposed ban, calling it "a dangerous 

policy that violates women's rights, 

including to freedom of expression and 

religion". 

The wearing of Islamic veils in public has 

been a controversial topic in other 

European countries. France banned 

wearing a full face veil in public in 2011 

while the Netherlands, Denmark, Austria 

and Bulgaria have put in place full or 

partial bans on wearing face coverings in 

public. 

France coronavirus: Paris cuts non-

Covid treatment amid intensive care 

surge 

10-03-2021 
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he ICU unit at the Melun-Senart 

hospital near Paris. The situation 

in the region is "very tense" 

Hospitals in and around Paris have been 

told to reduce non-Covid treatments by 

40%, as demand for intensive care beds 

(ICU) neared saturation point. 

On Monday take up of ICU beds for Covid 

patients was just 83 short of the 1,050 

capacity set aside for the region. 

France has tried to speed up its slow 

vaccination campaign but remains dogged 

by high infection rates. 

It has tried to avoid major lockdowns and 

its health director said on Tuesday one in 

Paris would be a "last resort". 

Jérôme Salomon told RTL radio on 

Tuesday this was "not on the agenda" but 

that the situation was being monitored 

"day by day". 

What is the situation in Paris? 

The head of the regional health authority 

in the Île de France, or greater Paris, 

region - France's most populous at 12 

million - said on Monday that it was "very 

tense". 

Aurélien Rousseau said "we needed to 

react very fast" in giving "a firm and 

immediate order" to cancel 40% of 

scheduled non-Covid hospital care. 

This followed a net increase into intensive 

care of 35 patients per day over the past 

two weeks. 

The latest move would boost intensive care 

bed capacity to 1,577 by next week. 

Mr Salomon on Tuesday admitted the 

situation was tense, but that beds were 

being freed up. 

He added: "Lockdown is a last resort 

measure that would be submitted to the 

government and the president if we were 

under the impression the hospital system 

could not cope." 

How is France coping with Covid? 

The number of patients in ICU beds 

reached a 14-week high on Monday, at 

3,849, the AFP news agency reports. 

The number of infections has remained 

stubbornly high. Monday's seven-day 

rolling average of 21,270 daily cases has 

changed little since mid-January. 

The government has tried to tackle 

criticism over a slow rollout of 

T 
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vaccinations. Prime Minister Jean Castex 

has urged a "national mobilisation" and 

vaccination centres remained open last 

weekend. 

Vaccine deliveries to France are scheduled 

to pass two million doses within two 

weeks, Industry Minister Agnes Pannier-

Runacher said, with some 30 million 

people being offered vaccinations by the 

end of June. 

Reflecting the need to boost inoculations, 

MP LoïcDombreval suggested animal 

veterinarians should be asked to help out 

with the drive. 

Currently France still lags well behind the 

UK, with only 8.4% of the population 

receiving a first dose, compared to 34% in 

Britain. 

Lockdowns have largely been limited to 

weekends in regions that require them. 

Separately on Tuesday, France's Academy 

of Medicine said it was "ethically 

unacceptable" for caregivers to refuse 

vaccinations and backed compulsory 

injections - an issue that causes deep 

divisions in France. 

And the country's central bank chief, 

Francois Villeroy de Galhau, said on 

Tuesday the "recession is behind us" and 

that France would achieve economic 

growth in 2021 of at least 5% - which he 

said would be above average for Europe. 

What is happening across Europe? 

Italy on Monday passed the 100,000 mark 

for Covid-related deaths, the seventh 

country to do so. Italy fears a fresh surge - 

infections rose 23% last week compared to 

the previous week. PM Mario Draghi 

vowed to "significantly step up" its 

vaccination campaign 

Russia's Sputnik V vaccine could be 

produced in Italy after a deal with a Swiss-

based firm. Italy would have to approve it. 

The European Medicines Agency, which 

approves for the EU, has yet to do so, 

sparking accusations of bias from its 

developers 

Belgium on Monday extended its blanket 

travel ban to 18 April. The European 

Commission, which has argued such bans 

contradict freedom of movement 

principles, called the move "surprising" 
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Covid vaccinations: No reason to stop 

using AstraZeneca jab, says WHO 

13.03.2021 

 

 

ulgaria has administered about 

300,000 doses of coronavirus 

vaccine 

Countries should not stop using 

AstraZeneca's Covid-19 vaccine over fears 

it causes blood clots as there is no 

indication this is true, the World Health 

Organization says. 

Bulgaria, Denmark and Norway are among 

the countries that have paused its use. 

But on Friday a WHO spokeswoman said 

there was no link between the jab and an 

increased risk of developing a clot. 

Margaret Harris said it was an "excellent 

vaccine" and should continue to be used. 

Around 5 million Europeans have already 

received the AstraZeneca jab. 

There have been about 30 cases in Europe 

of "thromboembolic events" - or 

developing blood clots - after the vaccine 

was administered. There were also reports 

that a 50-year-old man had died in Italy 

after developing deep vein thrombosis 

(DVT). 

The WHO is investigating the reports, as it 

does any safety questions, Ms Harris said. 

But no causal relationship had been 

established between the shot and the health 

problems reported, she said. 

On Friday, AstraZeneca said the recorded 

number of blood clots in vaccinated people 

was "significantly lower... than would be 

expected among the general population". 

"An analysis of our safety data of more 

than 10 million records has shown no 

evidence of an increased risk of pulmonary 

embolism or deep vein thrombosis," a 

spokesperson said. 

Bulgaria's decision to pause its rollout 

followed similar steps by Denmark, 

Iceland and Norway as well as Thailand. 

Italy and Austria have stopped using 

certain batches of the drug as a 

precautionary measure. 

The European Medicines Agency, the EU's 

medicines regulator, said earlier there was 

no indication the jab was causing the blood 

clots. 

B 



46 
 

Other countries, including the UK, 

Germany, Australia and Mexico, have said 

they are continuing their rollout. 

While vast numbers of people are being 

vaccinated at pace around the world, some 

of them will still get sick with other things 

unrelated to the vaccine. 

These pauses for the AstraZeneca vaccine 

are not because it is unsafe to give. It's to 

allow time for experts to explore why a 

small number of people who were recently 

give the shot also developed blood clots. 

When an illness occurs shortly after 

vaccination, it is right to question whether 

the shot might have contributed in any 

way. 

There is no indication or evidence, 

however, that the vaccine was linked or 

responsible. 

In the UK, more than 11 million people 

have already received at least one dose of 

the vaccine and there has been no sign of 

excess deaths or blood clots occurring. 

Europe's drug regulator has also backed 

the vaccine, saying its benefits are clear. 

Covid can be deadly and vaccination saves 

lives. 

In the latest upset, Austrian Chancellor 

Sebastian Kurz complained that the EU 

was not distributing coronavirus vaccines 

fairly among member states - according to 

population size, as agreed. 

He said some countries were striking side 

deals with vaccine makers instead of 

leaving procurement to the European 

Commission. 

The German health ministry acknowledged 

in January that Germany had signed a deal 

for 30 million doses with Pfizer BioNTech 

in September. 

Also on Friday, the WHO approved 

Johnson & Johnson's single-shot vaccine. 

It followed EU approval which was given 

on Thursday, while regulators in the 

United States, Canada and South Africa 

have also backed the drug. 
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