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IN THE ISSUE 

 

LEGAL NEWS 

Delhi High Court, subordinate Courts to 

continue virtual hearing in urgent 

matters till May 15 

 

 

n view of "alarming rise" in 

COVID-19 cases in the national 

capital, which saw over 26,000 fresh 

infections in the last 24 hours, the Delhi 

High Court on Friday said the existing 

system of hearings via video 

conferencing will continue till May 15. 

Similar directions were issued by the high 

court for the District Courts which have 

been ordered to conduct virtual hearings 

only till May 15. 

The High Court shall continue to take up 

only extremely urgent matters filed in the 

year 2021, through video conferencing 

mode. 

All judicial officers are also directed to take 

up only urgent matter. 

Other pending cases are adjourned en bloc. 

Notices to this effect were published by the 

High Court today. 

 The high court had commenced complete 

physical functioning from March 15 

onwards. Subsequently, it had said that 

virtual or hybrid proceedings would be 

held on the request of lawyers. 

After nearly a year, the High Court had 

resumed complete physical functioning 

from March 15, making virtual hearings an 

exception and not the norm. 

However, a week into the physical 

hearings, it once again permitted virtual 

hearings/hybrid hearings in cases before it. 

Earlier this month, the High Court and 

subordinate Courts once again began 

hearing cases though completely virtual 

mode. 

Subsequently, from September last year, 

a few benches started holding physical 

courts every day on a rotation basis. 

Some of them also started holding hybrid 

proceedings, wherein lawyers have the 

option to attend the hearing via video 

I 

https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-high-court-permits-virtual-hearings-once-again-on-request-made-by-party
https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-high-court-only-virtual-hearings-april-23-rising-covid19
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conference instead of appearing in 

person. 

Delhi Court allows Delhi Police to take 

voice sample from Deep Sidhu for 

investigation in Red Fort violence case 

 

 

 

 Delhi Court today allowed 

Delhi Police to obtain voice 

sample from Punjabi actor 

Deep Sidhu for further investigation in 

Red Fort violence case being probed by 

it. (State vs Deep Sidhu) 

Issuing production warrant in the name of 

Sidhu, who is presently in judicial 

custody in another FIR registered 

pertaining to the violence, Judge Sahil 

Gupta, Reliever MM (Central), Tis 

Hazari Courts ordered, 

Delhi Police had sought Sidhu's voice 

sample to "authenticate" and match his 

voice in all videos uploaded by him on 

social media platform Facebook as 

"Facebook Live" on the date of the 

incident. 

The Delhi Police's request was opposed 

by the counsel for Deep Sidhu. 

It was argued that the application was 

very vague and lacked any concrete 

details of the videos for which the voice 

sample was required. 

The counsel for Sidhu contended that the 

application was an infringement of the 

fundamental rights guaranteed under 

Articles 20 and 21 of the Constitution of 

India. 

Fruther, it was submitted that taking of 

voice sample was necessitated only when 

the videos in question disclose the 

commission of an offence, which was not 

the allegation in the present case. 

In view of the submissions, the Court 

opined that Sidhu's stand that the 

application was vague and lacking any 

concrete details of the videos was 

premature. 

The Court said that the manner in which 

investigationwas to be done is the 

prerogative of the investigating agency. 

Also, at the stage of investigation, one 

cannot assume that by obtaining the voice 

sample, false evidence by tampering with 

the video clips could be imputed, the 
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Court added as it clarified that the 

admissibility and quality of evidence was 

question to be determined during the trial. 

The Court also recorded the Supreme 

Court's decision in Ritesh Sinha vs State 

of Uttar Pradesh that until explicit 

provisions were engrafted in the Code 

Criminal Procedure by Parliament, a 

Judicial Magistrate must be conceded the 

power to order a person to give a sample 

of his voice for the purpose of 

investigation of a crime. 

APP Rajiv Kamboj appeared for State. 

Advocates Jaspreet Singh Rai, Jasdeep 

Dhillon appeared for Sidhu. 

Sidhu was first arrested on February 9 in 

the Delhi Police FIR pertaining to the Red 

Fort violence. A day after a Tis Hazari 

Sessions Courts granted bail to Sidhu, he 

was arrested by the Police in the FIR 

registered on the complaint by 

Archelogical Survey of India. 

While rejecting Delhi Police plea for 

four-day police custody of Sidhu, the 

Court had sent the actor to 14-day 

judicial custody. 

Sidhu's bail plea in the ASI FIR will be 

heard tomorrow. 

Justice NV Ramana sworn in as 48th 

Chief Justice of India 

 

 

 

ustice NV Ramana has been sworn 

in as the 48th Chief Justice of India 

(CJI). 

President of India, Ram Nath Koving 

administered the oath of office to Justice 

Ramana at a ceremony held at Rashtrapati 

Bhavan at 11 AM today. 

Justice Ramana took over from former 

CJI SA Bobde who retired from office on 

Friday. 

Justice Ramana takes over at a time when 

the judiciary is going back to a virtual 

mode, due to the second wave of Covid-

19, and is entrusted with ensuring un-

interrupted access to justice. As 

J 

https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-court-deep-sidhu-to-seven-days-police-custody-tractor-rally-red-fort-farmers-protest
https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-court-grants-bail-to-deep-sidhu-in-red-fort-violence-case
https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-court-rejects-plea-by-delhi-police-four-day-custody-of-deep-sidhu
https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/delhi-court-rejects-plea-by-delhi-police-four-day-custody-of-deep-sidhu
https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
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Chairperson of the National Legal 

Services Authority, Justice Ramana led 

efforts to ensure training to lawyers and 

litigants to adapt to e-courts during 

the pandemic. 

The ceremony to administer the oath of 

office, held as per COVID-19 protocol, 

was attended by Vice-President M. 

Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om 

Birla and Law Minister Ravi Shankar 

Prasad, among others. 

Justice Ramana is the first judge from 

Andhra Pradesh High Court to be the 

Chief Justice of India.  

Justice Ramana will have a tenure of 1 

year 4 months as CJI and will demit 

office on August 26, 2022. 

Justice Ramana was born on August 27, 

1957 to agriculturist parents in 

Ponnavaram Village situated in Krishna 

District of Andhra Pradesh. 

During his student days, Justice Ramana 

was known for his activist outlook 

involving himself in issues concerning 

farmers and industrial workers. 

Incidentally, he began his career as a 

journalist for a leading Telugu newspaper 

for a brief time before turning to legal 

practice. 

He enrolled as a lawyer on February 10, 

1983 and practiced before the High Court 

of Andhra Pradesh, Central and Andhra 

Pradesh Administrative Tribunals, and 

the Supreme Court of India. 

Madras High Court directs State to 

prioritise COVID-19 vaccination of 

Persons with Disabilities, ensure 

vaccination centres are accessible 

 

 

 

he Madras High Court on 

Monday directed the Tamil 

Nadu government to take steps 

for prioritising COVID-19 vaccination of 

persons with disabilities, irrespective of 

whether or not they have attained the age 

of 45 years . 

To this end, the Bench of Chief 

Justice Sanjib Banerjee and 

Justice Senthilkumar 

Ramamoorthy has ordered the State to 

take a reasoned decision with three 

days on the minimum age limit of persons 

with disabilities who would be eligible 

T 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pandemic-explained-who-novel-coronavirus-covid19-what-is-a-pandemic-6309727/
https://www.barandbench.com/columns/litigation-columns/justice-nv-ramana-first-chief-justice-of-india-from-andhra-pradesh-high-court
https://www.barandbench.com/columns/litigation-columns/justice-nv-ramana-first-chief-justice-of-india-from-andhra-pradesh-high-court
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for vaccination, after consultation with 

the Central government, if necessary. 

"The primary consideration in 

determining the minimum age would be 

whether the various vaccines have an 

adverse impact on infants, children or 

persons who have not attained adulthood. 

The manufacturers may also be consulted 

in such regard as to the adverse effect of 

the relevant vaccine on persons up to or 

below a particular age," the Court added. 

The Court took note of certain documents 

submitted by the Central government 

which indicated that certain categories of 

persons with disabilities are already 

being viewed as persons who are at 

greater risk amid the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

These included persons with intellectual 

disabilities, muscular dystrophy, acid 

attack victims whose respiratory system 

has been affected, persons with 

disabilities with high support needs, 

those persons with multiple disabilities 

etc. The Bench has now directed the State 

to take steps to prioritise the vaccination 

of such persons 

Further, it will also be open to the State 

to consider administering the vaccine to 

persons above 18 years who are suffering 

from any form of disability as indicated 

in first schedule of the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

Pertinently, the Court has also taken on 

record the State's submission that all 

government vaccination centres in Tamil 

Nadu will have separate counter 

throughout the day exclusively for 

persons with disabilities so that they are 

not made to wait. 

All subsisting interim orders issued by 

Delhi High Court, subordinate courts, 

extended till July 16 

 

 

he order was passed by a Full 

Bench of the High Court in view 

of the fact that the High Court 

had, on April 18, decided that it will only 

hear extremely urgent matters for the 

time being in view of COVID-19 

pandemic. 

The Delhi High Court on Tuesday 

ordered that all interim orders issued by 

it and by courts subordinate to it 

subsisting as on April 19, 2021 will stand 

extended till July 16, 2021 or until further 
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orders (Court on its own motion v. State 

of NCT of Delhi). 

Taking suo moto cognizance of the 

aforesaid extraordinary circumstances, 

under Article 226 & 227 of the 

Constitution of India, it is hereby ordered 

that in all matters pending before this 

court and courts subordinate to this court, 

wherein such interim orders issued were 

subsisting as on 19.04.2021 and expired 

or will expire thereafter, the same shall 

stand automatically extended till 

16.07.2021 or until further orders, except 

where any orders to the contrary have 

been passed by the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court of India in any particular matter, 

during the intervening period. 

 

The order was passed by a Full Bench of 

the High Court in view of the fact that the 

High Court had, on April 18, decided that 

it will only hear extremely urgent matters 

for the time being in view of COVID-19 

pandemic. 

A Division Bench of the High Court had 

on Monday taken note of the issue suo 

motu and posted the case before the Chief 

Justice for constituting an appropriate 

Bench to pass orders. 

 

Subsequently, the matter came up on 

Tuesday before the Full Bench of 

Justices Vipin Sanghi, Rekha 

Palli and Talwant Singh which 

proceeded to extend all interim orders. 

"Needless to clarify that in case, the 

aforesaid extension of interim order 

causes any hardship of an extreme nature 

to a party to such proceeding, they would 

be at liberty to seek appropriate relief, as 

may be advised," the Court clarified. 

This order be uploaded on the website of 

this Court and be conveyed to all the 

Standing Counsel, UOI, GNCTD, DDA, 

CIVIC AUTHORITIES, Delhi High 

Court Bar Association, and all other Bar 

Associations of Delhi, as well as to all 

District Courts subordinate to this Court 

Delhi High Court grants anticipatory 

bail to rape accused 

 

he Delhi High Court has granted 

pre-arrest bail to a man charged 

with rape, including other T 
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offences under the IPC and the SC/ST 

Act, while stating that non-bailable 

warrants against him would not divest the 

power of the Court to grant anticipatory 

bail under Section 438 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure.  On Tuesday, the 

High Court granted bail to the man, who 

had been booked for sexual offences 

against a woman on the false pretext of 

marriage. The Court was informed that 

NBWs have been issued against the 

accused by the Sessions Court. The Court 

said, 

 

“Since this Court is now informed that 

NBWs have already been obtained 

against the applicant for his non-

appearance, it would be proper to briefly 

address the issue whether anticipatory 

bail can be granted if NBWs have been 

issued against a person. This question has 

been answered by a Division Bench of 

this Court in P.V. Narasimha Rao Vs 

State (CBI).” 

 

Holding the judgment as the basis, the 

Court said, 

 

“Accordingly, the fact that NBWs have 

already been obtained against the 

applicant would not divest this court of 

the power under Section 438 CrPC to 

grant anticipatory bail to the applicant.”   

The accused was charged under Sections 

376/354D/506 of the Indian Penal Code 

along with the Section 3(2)(v) of the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

 

Dealing with the another issue of grant of 

anticipatory bail in case of Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 

of Atrocities) Act 1989, the Court said, 

“It would appear therefore that the 

offences under Section 376/354D/506 

IPC, alleged to have been committed for 

the period between 2013 and 2019, had 

no reference to the prosecutrix’s caste; 

whereby, in the opinion of this court 

prima facie section 3(2)(v) of the SC ST 

Act does not come into play.”  

 

The Court noted in its order, “Insofar as 

the provisions of section 3(1)(r) and 

section 3(1)(s) of the SC ST Act are 

concerned, there is no allegation that the 

applicant committed any of the said 

offences; nor indeed is there any 

allegation that the alleged caste slur was 

made in the presence of any third party or 

in a public place, thereby not making out 

a case of a caste slur having been made 

“within public view” as required in 
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section 3(1)(r) and section 3(1)(s) of the 

SC ST Act.” 

 

The Court said, “Absent the applicability 

of section 3(2)(v) of the SCST Act, or for 

that matter even sections 3(1)(r) and 

3(1)(s) of the SCST Act, the question of 

section 18 or section 18A(2) of the SCST 

Act getting triggered does not arise.” 

Therefore, the Court ruled applicability 

of Section 438 CrPC available to the 

applicant and the pre-arrest bail 

application was maintainable.  

 

In relation to the grant of anticipatory bail 

plea, Court has taken some points in the 

consideration are as follows: 

 

That it is the prosecutrix’s own case, as 

seen from the FIR and Section 164 CrPC 

statement, that she had been in a 

relationship with the applicant since 

2013, during which she had also travelled 

outstation with him; 

 

That the prosecutrix has also said in her 

Section 164 CrPC statement that the 

applicant had sought the concurrence of 

her parents for their marriage, to which 

her parents had even agreed; 

 

 

That from the documents placed on 

record by the applicant, and from a 

perusal of the FIR and Section 164 CrPC 

statement, it also appears that there was 

some transaction in relation to the 

Wazirabad property, where the 

prosecutrix and her family were residing, 

which it now appears has become a civil 

dispute since a lawyer’s notice is stated to 

have been issued by the applicant to the 

prosecutrix’s mother; 

 

That the FIR has been registered in 

relation to a series of alleged episodes, 

stated to have been committed between 

2013 and 2019, the last of which dates 

back to 08.02.2019; but the FIR has been 

registered much later on 20.08.2020; and 

 

 

That throughout the investigation of the 

case and up until the filing of the charge-

sheet on 12.11.2020, the applicant has not 

been arrested. 

 

Thus, according to the above 

circumstances, Court has directed that in 

the event of his arrest, the applicant shall 
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be admitted to bail by the Investigating 

Officer/Arresting Officer on furnishing a 

personal bond of Rs 50,000, with one 

surety in the like amount from a family 

member to the satisfaction of the 

Investigating Officer/Arresting Officer. 

 

The Court has further held that granting 

bail to the accused does not prejudice the 

proceedings in the pending trial at the 

trial court. The applicant shall not tamper 

with evidence nor otherwise indulge in 

any act or omission that is unlawful. The 

applicant shall also co-operate in any 

further investigation in relation to the 

present case, if called upon to do so. 

Delhi is not India, Constitution 

envisages federal setup: Madras High 

Court while hearing plea against 

posting of only new cases at NCLAT 

Chennai 

 

 

 

 

here is India beyond the 

National Capital Region (NCR) 

and Delhi cannot be considered 

synonymous with the rest of the country, 

the Madras High Court emphasised on 

Wednesday. 

The comments by the High Court 

touching upon the federal structure of the 

country envisaged by the Constitution, 

came while hearing a plea challenging 

the decision of the Central government to 

allow the hearing of only new cases at the 

recently established National Company 

Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), 

Chennai. 

The Court referred to the apparent 

reluctance in transferring older cases 

from Delhi to the Chennai Bench of 

NCLAT. 

"Let the country exist beyond NCR. 

The Constitution speaks of a federal 

structure. Delhi is not India and we 

hope we are loud enough," said Chief 

Justice Sanjib Banerjee. 

The Central Government, through 

Advocate V Sudha, today made 

submissions justifying the decision to 

retain old cases that would otherwise fall 

under the NCLAT, Chennai's jurisdiction 

at the Principal Bench in Delhi. 

T 

https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/only-new-cases-nclat-chennai-challenged-madras-high-court
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In this regard, she raised concerns over 

space constraints in setting up a record 

room at the Chennai Bench and 

difficulties arising on account of the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Court proceeded to adjourn the case 

till after the impending summer vacation 

since the Centre's affidavit in the matter 

was not immediately available. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Oxygen shortage: Need a national 

plan by tomorrow, says Supreme 

Court: 

 

n Thursday, the Apex court 

asked the centre to submit a 

National plan by tomorrow for 

taking cognisance of what is called a 

national health emergency situation. 

These plan is to boost up the supply of 

oxygen, medicine and vaccines.  

“Kin unable to find a scarce hospital 

beds” said by  a bench of chief justice SA 

Bobde and Justice LN Rao and S 

Ravindra Bhat who also decided to step 

an action plan from centre.  

The bench asked the centre to provide 

response on three issues: 

1. Establishing a national body for 

equitable distribution of these 

resources.  

2. Considering medicines and 

medical equipment’s along with 

the oxygen under ESMA.  

3. And comparing logistics for 

seamless inter state distribution of 

medicines and oxygen.  

                           The bench also asked 

the Tamil Nadu Government to allow 

reopening of Vedanta’s Sterlite copper 

plant for producing 1000 tones of medical 

oxygen , the plant which was shut down 

previously due to the violation of 

pollution norms.  

The Supreme Court appointed Salve and 

advocate Anuradha Dutt as amici curiae 

in the proceedings on the national plan 

for covid management.  

Justice NV Ramana acquired the chair 

of chief justice of India after the 

retirement of Bobde 

 

 

 

O 
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n the farewell to Justice SA Bobde, 

who retired as the Chief Justice 

yesterday, Justice NV Ramana said 

that we are going through a tough times 

mentioning the battle against covid-19. 

• Justice NV Ramana is the 

48th chief justice of India 

• NV Ramana is second 

chief justice from Andhra 

Pradesh 

• Justice Ramana will 

remain as country’s top 

judge for a year and four 

months 

In the farewell to Justice SA Bobde, who 

retired as the Chief Justice yesterday, 

Justice Ramana said, "We are going 

through testing times as we battle the 

covid-19 wave. Lawyers, judges and 

court staff are all affected due to the 

virus. Some hard measures may be 

necessary to break the chain of 

transmission. We can defeat the 

pandemic together with dedication.” 

Another challenge Justice NV Ramana 

faces is filling up six vacancies in the top 

court. Because during justice Bobde 

tenure not even a single judge was 

appointed in Apex court. 

He was born to a agriculture family in 

Andhra Pradesh on August 27,1957 (aged 

63) he will be serving for a year and four 

months till August 26,2022. He 2nd chief 

justice and justice k Subba Rao who was 

9th chief justice in 1966-67 was 1st chief 

justice from Andhra Pradesh. 

Justice Ramana was part of a bench that 

ruled that suspension of Internet in 

Jammu and Kashmir should be reviewed 

immediately. He was also part of the 

panel of judges which held that the Chief 

Justice's office comes under the ambit of 

the Right to Information Act. 

Don’t fight against farmers instead 

fight against covid-19: Samyuktha 

kisan Morcha to centre 

he Samyuktha Kisan Morcha, a 

coalition of farmers' union, 

asked the central government 

on Sunday to focus on battling Covid-19 

I 
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rather than fighting with farmers and 

labourers. 

The Samyukta Kisan Morcha, an 

umbrella body of farmer unions, on 

Sunday said the government should fight 

against the coronavirus and not with 

farmers and reiterated they will end the 

agitation only if their demands are met. 

It also urged the government to set up 

vaccination centres at the farmers 

protesting areas, and provide necessary 

equipment and instructions to them for 

protection from the virus. 

According to a statement, the Samyukta 

Kisan Morcha (SKM) said when the 

pandemic is again on the rise, the central 

government should deal with this 

situation with immediate effect while 

worrying about the farmers and labourers 

which they had "ignored" when the 

lockdown was imposed last year.  

"From Delhi's borders to other parts of 

the country, farmers protest will end only 

when the demands of the farmers are met. 

The government should also make every 

effort for the health and social security of 

the migrant labourers so that they do not 

face any problem. If the government is 

really concerned with the farmers and 

labourers and the general public, then 

they should accept the demands of the 

farmers," the statement said. 

Naxals carrying ₹1 lakh Bounty on his 

head killed in Chhattisgarh’s 

Dantewada 

 

 Naxals carrying a reward of 

Rs 1 lakh on his head was 

killed following an exchange 

of fire with security forces in 

Chhattisgarh's Dantewada district on 

Sunday. One 8 mm pistol, a country-

made gun, 2 kg of IED and other items 

were recovered from the encounter site. 

The gunfight took place at around 2 pm 

in a forest between Gaadam and 

Jungampal villages under Katekalyan 

police station limits when a District 

Reserve Guard (DRG) team was out on an 

anti-Naxals operation, Dantewada 

Superintendent of Police Abhishek 

Pallava told PTI. 

"After the exchange of fire stopped, the 

body of ultra Vetti Hunga was recovered 

from the spot, located around 400 km 

away from capital Raipur. An 8 mm 

pistol, a country-made muzzle loading 

gun, a 2-kg Improvised Explosive Device 
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(IED), Maoist bags, literature and 

medicines were recovered from the 

encounter site," the SP said. 

Hunga was a "militia commander" of the 

outlawed Maoist movement. 

MSP will be directly issued in the bank 

accounts of farmers of Punjab, Haryana 

 

 

he government data shows ₹5,385 

crore has been transferred so far in 

the ongoing procurement season 

by the Central and State procurement 

agencies to farmers against purchase of 

their crops in both the States. 

In Punjab, ₹2,600 crore has been paid to 

accounts of farmers till April 20 under the 

scheme. In Haryana, ₹2,785 crore have 

been transferred directly to the accounts 

of farmers. 

Punjab Food Minister Bharat Bhushan 

Ashu said “under the DBT scheme 

payments more than ₹2,600 crore has 

been paid to the accounts of farmers till 

April 20”. 

He said 54 lakh tonnes of wheat have 

arrived in ‘mandis’ till April 20, out of 

which 50 lakh tonnes have been procured 

and more than 20 lakh tonnes lifted by 

various government agencies. “In Punjab, 

both the farmers and the arhtiyas 

[commission agents] are happy over the 

wheat procurement.” 

Amid the ongoing procurement and 

payments under the DBT, several farmers 

in Ludhiana district have expressed 

contentment over the new mechanism. 

Harinderpal Singh, who had sold his 

wheat crop in Machhiwara grain market 

on April 12, said he was happy as 

₹1,95,525 was deposited directly into his 

bank account without any problem. 

Expressing similar sentiments, another 

farmer Sukhjit Singh of village Todarpur 

said ₹2,31,667 was deposited directly 

into his bank account promptly. 

Praptej Singh, a farmer from Sahibzada 

Ajit Singh Nagar, said he had sold his 

wheat on April 13 at the grain market in 

Chandigarh’s sector 39, and he received 

payment within five days. “The new 

[DBT] system is effective. I received 

timely payment without any follow-up 

with anyone.” 

In Haryana, ₹2,785 crore has been 

transferred directly to the accounts of 

farmers till April 20, according to an 

official statement. 

The Haryana government on Wednesday 

procured 3.11 lakh tonnes through 
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various procurement agencies on the 

MSP. 

Of the 64.77 lakh tonnes of wheat that 

arrived at procurement centres till April 

20, 55.62 lakh tonnes have been 

procured. 

POLITICAL NEWS 

 

PM Modi, Mamata Banerjee go virtual 

after EC restricts campaigning in 

Bengal 

 

 

 

23 April 2021 

 

On Thursday, the sixth phase of polling 

took place amid a spike in coronavirus 

infections. The state reported 11,948 new 

cases on Thursday and 56 people died 

between Wednesday and Thursday 

morning. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee 

late on Thursday evening decided to carry 

out virtual campaigns for the remaining 

two phases of assembly polls after the 

Election Commission (EC) issued fresh 

restrictions on assembly of people in the 

wake of the sharp spike in coronavirus 

infections in West Bengal. 

The EC imposed a blanket ban on 

roadshows, processions and motorcycle 

and bicycle rallies and said no more than 

500 people would be allowed at public 

meetings where social distancing norms 

have to be maintained. The order came 

into force at 7 pm. 

Before the order was issued, Modi had 

cancelled the four rallies he was to 

address in Bengal on Friday. “Tomorrow, 

will be chairing high-level meetings to 

review the prevailing Covid-19 situation. 

Due to that, I would not be going to West 

Bengal,” Modi tweeted at 5.24 pm. He 

was supposed to address a rally at the 

Shahid Minar grounds in the heart of 

Kolkata. 

At 9.15 pm, Banerjee tweeted, “In the 

wake of upsurge in #Covid-19 cases 

across the country and the ECI order 

dated 22nd April, 2021, I am cancelling 

all my prescheduled meetings and we will 

reach out to the people virtually. We will 

be sharing the updated schedule of the 

virtual meetings shortly.” 

A few minutes later, Bengal BJP 

president issued a statement saying the 

Prime Minister would address voters 

virtually. 
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“The Prime Minister has had to cancel his 

visit to Bengal on April 23, in which he 

was scheduled to address four rallies 

across four districts and 56 assembly 

constituencies….The Prime Minister will 

be addressing voters of West Bengal, 

particularly voters of Malda, 

Murshidabad, Birbhum and Kolkata, 

through a virtual medium at 5 pm on 

April 23,” said Ghosh. 

On Thursday, the sixth phase of polling 

took place amid a spike in coronavirus 

infections. The state reported 11,948 new 

cases on Thursday and 56 people died 

between Wednesday and Thursday 

morning. 

PM Modi has to resign since he is 

responsible for Covid-19 surge : 

Mamata Banerjee 

 

 

 

"The BJP cannot tackle the Covid-19 

spike even in Gujarat, and has brought the 

entire country, including West Bengal, to 

such a pass," 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee on Sunday demanded Prime 

Minister Narendra Modis resignation for 

mishandling of the Covid-19 second 

wave and alleged that the prime minister 

failed in planning to contain the rise in 

the number of infections. 

 

Asserting that PM Narendra Modi did 

little to address the possible crisis in the 

supply of medical oxygen and vaccines in 

the five-six months when the virus had 

lost its sting before its resurgence this 

year, Banerjee accused Modi of exporting 

vaccines to other countries to boost his 

image in the international arena while 

there was a scarcity in his own nation. 

"For the rise in Covid-19 cases PM Modi 

has to resign. He is the man responsible 

for the present situation. He did not make 

any administrative planning for 2021. 

And look at the situation in Gujarat. 

 

"The BJP cannot tackle the Covid-19 

spike even in Gujarat, and has brought the 

entire country, including West Bengal, to 

such a pass," the TMC supremo said.  

 

Highlighting that the West Bengal 

government had asked for 5.4 crore doses 

of vaccine from the prime minister for 

vaccinating every citizen of the state free 

of cost, the chief minister said, we are yet 

to get any response from him. 
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West Bengal would have borne the entire 

cost of the Covid-19 vaccines, the chief 

minister had said. 

 

"I will send a strong letter to the PM 

today on this issue. There is shortage of 

oxygen and anti-viral drug Remdesivir in 

the entire country. Who is responsible for 

this? Had they given us the consent, we 

would have been able to vaccinate every 

resident of the state," she said. 

"The crisis of life saving materials has 

also been flagged by the Maharashtra 

government.But without attending this 

issue you (Modi) are attending election 

rallies in Bengal," she said. 

 

Accusing Modi of exporting vaccines to 

80 countries, she said "we have no 

problem if you help others in the world, 

but first give it to Maharashtra, Uttar 

Pradesh, Bengal, and other states of the 

country. You failed to do so and was only 

concerned about your image-building 

exercise in the global community." 

Delhi HC refuses to further hear plea 

for vaccinating judges, lawyers on 

priority following SC stay 

 

 

 

 

 

he Delhi High Court Friday 

refused to further hear a PIL to 

declare all people associated 

with the judicial functioning, including 

judges, court staff and lawyers, as 

“frontline workers” to enable them to get 

COVID-19 vaccination on priority in 

view of the Supreme Court’s order 

staying the proceedings. A bench of 

Justices Vipin Sanghi and Rekha Palli 

adjourned sine-die the hearing in the PIL 

which was initiated by the high court on 

its own. The apex court on Thursday had 

stayed proceedings in the Delhi High 

Court on giving priority to the legal 

fraternity for administering COVID-19 

vaccine and favoured transferring the suo 

motu case on the issue to itself for 

adjudication. The Centre has opposed 

creating a separate class of lawyers and 

said that though it is not opposed to the 

legal fraternity members but tomorrow 

journalists and banking sector employees 
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may also come forward seeking priority 

in vaccination. During the brief hearing, 

central government standing counsel Anil 

Soni informed the high court that in the 

seven district courts here, the facility of 

COVID-19 vaccination for lawyers, who 

are eligible for it as per the policy, has 

started. Bharat Biotech and Serum 

Institute of India (SII), the country’s 

leading COVID-19 vaccine 

manufacturers, had told the high court 

that adequate capacity of vaccines was 

available for the vaccination of judicial 

staff, advocates and judges as frontline 

workers. The PIL was initiated to 

examine the demand to declare all people 

associated with the judicial functioning, 

including judges, court staff and lawyers, 

as “frontline workers” so that they could 

receive COVID-19 vaccination on 

priority and without limitations of their 

age or physical condition. As per the 

current policy, those above 60 years of 

age or between the age of 45 to 59 years 

with comorbidities are eligible for the 

vaccination. The government has said 

that rather than going by profession, the 

government is starting with vulnerability 

to COVID-19 infection. The high court 

had on March 4 asked the Centre to 

explain the rationale behind keeping 

strict control over class of persons who 

can be vaccinated against COVID-19 

currently as under the present system 

those above the age of 60 years or with 

comorbidities can receive vaccination. It 

had said the two institutes which have 

developed the vaccines COVISHIELD 

and COVAXIN – Serum Institute of India 

and Bharat Biotech – have more capacity 

to provide the vaccines but it seems that 

their full capacity is not being exploited. 

No Injections or Oxygen, Second 

Covid-19 Wave Modi-made Disaster, 

Says Mamata 

 

 

21 April 2021 

 

ashing out at Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee on Wednesday alleged that the 

second COVID-19 wave in the country 

and its management is a "Modi-made 

disaster". Addressing an election rally at 

Balurghat in Dakshin Dinajpur district, 

the TMC chief asserted that West Bengal 

will be run only by a "Bengal engine 

government" and not by "Modi's double-

engine". 
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"The second COVID wave is more 

intense. I would say this is a Modi-made 

disaster. There are no injections or 

oxygen. Vaccines and medicines are 

being shipped abroad even as there is a 

scarcity of these items in the country," 

she told the rally. She claimed that this 

election is a fight to save West Bengal 

and "protect the honour of the Bengali 

mother". 

"Our state will be run by a Bengal engine 

government and not by Modi's double-

engine government. We will not allow 

Gujarat to capture our state or run it from 

Delhi. Bengal will rule Bengal," she said. 

The term "double-engine government" 

often used by BJP leaders denotes the 

government of the same party at the 

Centre and the state. 

The TMC chief also urged people not to 

vote for Left- Congress-ISF alliance 

candidates claiming that voting for them 

will strengthen the BJP's hand. Banerjee 

said that the Centre had said seven 

months ago that the pandemic has 

subsided. 

"Now, with elections underway in West 

Bengal, the BJP is bringing in people 

from other states and spreading the 

infection among the people here," she 

said. She said that her administration is 

finding it difficult to set up safe homes as 

many government accommodations are 

being used to house central forces. 

"We are finding it difficult to set up safe 

homes. Although we have increased the 

number of beds, I would suggest that 

patients who don't have severe 

symptoms, please remain in home 

isolation," Banerjee said. 

He also asked COVID patients with mild 

symptoms to cast their votes after 6 pm. 

Banerjee claimed that the BJP is saying 

different things at different places on the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act or CAA 

and the National Register of Citizens 

(NRC). 

She said that refugees who have come to 

West Bengal have been given land rights. 

"You are all citizens of the state. So don't 

worry. I will act as a watchman," she said. 

Banerjee said that in the last 10 years, the 

TMC government has built roads, 

hospitals, bridges, stadia and an industrial 

centre in Dakshin Dinajpur district. 

Elections to the 294-member state 

assembly are being held in eight phases 

from March 27 to April 29. Results will 

be announced on May 2. 

At review meet, PM Modi gives 

suggestions to boost oxygen 

availability amid Covid-19 spike 
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22 April 2021 

 

rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Thursday chaired a high-level 

meeting to review the oxygen 

supply across India and discussed the 

ways to boost its availability, according 

to an official statement. 

The meeting, which was attended by 

principal secretary to the Prime Minister 

PK Mishra, health secretary Rajesh 

Bhushan, home secretary Ajay Bhalla and 

officials of Niti Aayog and other 

ministries, comes in the backdrop of 

states and Union territories reporting 

severe shortage of oxygen amid the 

spiking cases and deaths of the 

coronavirus disease (Covid-19). 

 

During the meeting, Modi highlighted the 

importance to work rapidly on three 

aspects which are- increasing the 

production of oxygen, increasing its 

speed and distribution and utilising 

innovative ways to provide oxygen 

support to health facilities, the statement 

said. 

The officials told the Prime Minister an 

elaborate exercise is being carried out in 

coordination with states in order to 

identify their demands of the gas and 

ensure supplies accordingly and how 

these supplies were steadily increasing.  

 

 “Against the present demand from 20 

states of 6,785 MT/ day of Liquid 

Medical Oxygen, Government of India 

has from 21st April, allocated 6,822 MT/ 

day to these states,” the statement added.  

Modi also ordered the officials to make 

sure the supplies to states happen in a 

smooth manner and there is a need to fix 

responsibility with the local 

administration in the case of any 

obstruction. He stressed the fact that state 

governments should come down heavily 

on hoarding of oxygen. 

 

The Centre is undertaking various steps 

to rapidly increase the availability of 

cryogenic tankers through conversion of 

nitrogen and argon tanks, import and 

airlifting of tankers as well as 

manufacturing them, the statement said. 

 

In a separate order, the Union home 

ministry said on Thursday there will be 

no restriction in the movement of oxygen 

and added the supply cannot be limited to 

a specific state or Union territory. 
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The order comes after the Supreme Court 

took a suo motu cognisance of the 

prevailing pandemic situation in India 

regarding several points apart from 

oxygen supply such as supplies of 

essential drugs, vaccination etc and asked 

the Centre to present a national plan on 

all these areas. 

 

India on Thursday reported the world’s 

highest single day spike with over 

314,000 cases in the last 24 hours, taking 

the caseload to nearly 16 million. The 

death toll has climbed to 184,657 after 

2,104 more people succumbed to the 

disease.  

BANKING AND FINANCE NEWS 

 

Union told to IBA - to shorten bank 

working hours: 

 

 request has been sent by the 

bank unions to the industry 

body IBA that to impose 

certain restrictions in banking service and 

to reduce working hours  and public 

dealing time to around 3 hours per day till 

the situation improves, so that it will 

protect the bank employees from the 

Coronavirus infection.  

United forum of bank unions to Indian 

bank association said that we are deeply 

heard of the news about the infections, 

hospitalization and deaths of bank 

employees of everyday. The unions 

demanded for improvement of certain 

demands that is realignment of banking 

hours for 3-4 hrs a day, identifying few 

branches of each bank in each locality so 

as to enable bank employees to work on 

rotation.  

                 By the practice of these 

following measures may reduce the 

exposure which were facing by the bank 

employees and helps to break the chain of 

infections to great extent.  

Last week UFBU had made a similar 

request in a letter addressed to 

Department of Financial Services 

Secretary Debasish Panda.  

Get vaccinate banking staff, Finance 

Ministry tells to Government: 

A 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-reports-world-s-highest-single-day-spike-with-3-14-lakh-new-covid-19-cases-101619062515833.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-reports-world-s-highest-single-day-spike-with-3-14-lakh-new-covid-19-cases-101619062515833.html
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inance Ministry asked the state 

government to provide 

vaccination for the banking staff 

on priority basis, when the third phase 

ready to begin from May 1. This week, 

the government has decided to provide 

vaccination for 18 years to all adults with 

the raising of cases from day to day.  

        A letter has been delivered by the 

Department of Financial Services to the 

chief  Secretaries of state that the 

Parliamentary Standing committee on 

Home Affairs on Management of 

Covid19 pandemic and it’s issues in its 

229 th report.  

The letter highlighted that the recent 

government decision to open up 

vaccination for 18 years along with that 

kindly consider by keeping a special 

dispensation in your state and UT to 

enable the staff to provide vaccination on 

priority basis. The ministry said the 

respective convenors of the state level 

Bankers committee in each state to 

coordinate with respective chief 

secretaries.  

 

The vaccine makers directed the central 

government to use 50% doses and 

remaining for the state government and 

all open markets. Out of total strength of 

13.5 lakh employees in banking sector 

about 600 deaths occurred due to covid19 

were recorded last year as per the Indian 

banks Association Data.  

RBI impose restrictions on American 

Express Banking Corporation and 

Diners club International: 

 

n Friday, RBI imposed 

restrictions on American 

Express Banking  Corporation 

and Diners club international from on 

boarding new customers on their card 

networks from May 1.Both these entities 

were payment systems operators which 

consists of operate cards  network under 

payments and settlement of system Act, 

2007 .  

                         These actions will not 

cause any negative impact on existing  

customers, said Central Bank.  

RBI imposed restrictions on these entities 

by an order dated on April 23, 2021.All 

the payment system providers were 

directed to submit all end to end 

transactions details, carried, processed as 
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a part of message which were stored in 

systems in India.  

They were also required to report 

compliance to Reserve Bank of India and 

submit a board Approved System Audit 

Report within the timelines specified.  

SBM BANK BETS ON TIE UPS 

 

BM Bank of India, the wholly-

owned a subsidiary of the 

Maritian governments SBM is 

betting on partnerships with fintechs and 

non-bank entities to grow its business 

here and is not interested in growing its 

branch network like DBS Bank of India 

did with acquisition a top official has 

said. SBM Bank India wants to grow its 

business through granular liabilities 

collection and booking fees by aiding 

various banking transactions, its 

managing director and chief executive 

Sidharth Rath said. 

The banks overall balance sheet including 

both advances and deposits stood at 

Rs.6000 crores as on March end, the 

share of the low cost Current Account 

Saving Account deposits was 21 percent 

and the capital buffers were a 24 per cent.  

When asked if the bank will need any 

capital Rath hinted that there will be no 

need, pointing out that one needs to 

deliver on the capital as well. He 

however, added that whenever needed, 

the parent will be giving the capital. 

HDFC Bank Ltd. Reported constant 

growth in profit as other income rose 

and bad loans remained check. 

 

he lender reported a net profit of 

RS 8,186 crore for March 

quarter, which raised by 18.17% 

from the last year. The net profit was 

6,927.7 crore last year at the same period. 

Net interest income rose by 12.6% from a 

year ago to RS 17,120cr, the country’s 

largest private sector lender said in a 

statement on the exchanges. Other 

income rose 2.6% over a year ago to RS 

7,594cr. 

The bank’s net interest stood at 4.2% 

during the end of the financial year. 

HDFC Bank said that it has not declared 

any dividend for the last financial year 
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which ended on March 31, as per 

guidelines given by RBI. The central 

bank asked banks to differ any dividend 

payments to reserve capital. 

HDFC’s total advance by 11.32 lakh from 

14% of last year. Deposit grew to 13.35 

lakh crore from 16.3%. The savings 

accounts deposit rose 27% from year to 

year, with CASA ratio at 46.1% on March 

31. Term deposit raised to 7.19 lakh crore 

from 8.5% last year. 

RBI set-ups a committee to review the 

working of asset reconstruction 

companies 

 

The six member committee is going to be 

setup which is headed by sudarshan Sen, 

former executive director, Reserve bank 

of India. 

The RBI on Monday set up a committee 

to undertake a comprehensive review of 

the working of asset reconstruction 

companies (ARCs) in the financial sector 

ecosystem and recommend suitable 

measures for enabling them to meet the 

growing requirements. The six-member 

committee will be headed by Sudarshan 

Sen, former Executive Director, Reserve 

Bank of India. 

Earlier this month, the Reserve Bank had 

announced setting up of a committee to 

undertake a comprehensive review of the 

working of ARCs. As per the terms of 

reference of the committee, the panel will 

review the existing legal and regulatory 

framework applicable to ARCs and 

recommend measures to improve efficacy 

of ARCs. It will also review role of ARCs 

in resolution of stressed assets including 

under Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

(IBC), and give suggestions for 

improving liquidity in and trading of 

security receipts. 

Besides, it has also been asked to review 

business models of the ARCs. “The 

committee will submit its report within 

three months from the date of its first 

meeting. Department of Regulation, 

Reserve Bank of India, will provide the 

necessary secretarial support to the 

Committee,” the central bank said in a 

statement. After enactment of 

Securitisation and Reconstruction of 

Financial Assets and Enforcement of 

Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act in 

2002, regulatory guidelines for Asset 

Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) were 

issued in 2003 to enable development of 
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this sector and to facilitate smooth 

functioning of ARCs. 

Since then, while ARCs have grown in 

number and size, their potential for 

resolving stressed assets is yet to be 

realised fully. 

New Tool to access to new credit 

customers: 

ransUnion  Cibil which is an 

India’s oldest credit assessment 

company, has launched an 

eligibility score for new to credit 

customers, who have never taken an loan 

Or have used  credit card. Customers who 

were new to the assess credit, which 

makes historically difficult to assess 

because they have no formal credit 

history though lenders were cautious to 

provide loans as there was no way to 

access their probability.  

                      TransUnion Cibils new 

scoring model called Credit Vision will 

use an algorithm to continuously monitor 

behavioural trends of subjects to capture 

any major shifts in trends, making it 

easier for lenders to access their credit 

risk for such borrowers who are young 

and not debt averse.  

A recent analysis made by the new to 

credit customers between January 2019 to 

January 2021, shows that the most of the 

customers were looking for the loans on 

two wheelers   which were also follows 

consumer durable loans and home loans.  

Majority  of India’s population is under 

40 years of age . The analysis clearly 

shows that if credit opportunities were 

provided to them, so that NTC consumers 

can prove to be good borrowers and form 

a profitable customers  said Rajesh 

Kumar CEO TransUnion Cibils.  

ECONOMIC NEWS 

RBI PURCHASES DOLLAR 5% OF 

GDP-US RETAINS INDIA IN 

CURRENCY MANIPULATOR 

WATCHLIST 
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he US treasury department has 

retained India in the currency 

manipulator watch list in its 

semi-annual report submitted to the 

Congress. The reason being higher dollar 

purchases by RBI of close to 5% of GDP 

large on account of huge capital inflows, 

which is higher than its threshold of 3% 

of GDP. India was added to the list for a 

second time in December 2020. It was 

first added to the list in December 2018, 

and later removed in 2019. 

What did the US Treasury says about 

India? 

Over the four quarters through December 

2020, five major US trading partners-

Vietnam, Switzerland, Taiwan, India and 

Singapore- Intervened in the foreign 

exchange market in a sustained, 

asymmetric manner with the effect of 

weakening their currencies, according to 

the report released on April 16. 

So what should India do? 

The authorities should allow the 

exchange rate to move to reflect 

economic fundamentals, Limit foreign 

exchange intervention to circumstances 

of disorderly market conditions, and 

Refrain from excessive reserve 

accumulation the report says. 

WHOLESALE Price Index Inflation 

jumps 8 years high in March 2021 

 

 

HOLESALE Price Index 

Inflation jumps 8 years 

high in March 2021 

Wholesale-level inflation- measured by 

the WPI or the wholesale price index- 

shot up to 7.39% in March on a YoY 

basis. This is the highest wholesale 

inflation rate since October 2012, and 

was driven largely by higher prices of 

crude oil and a surge in price levels of 

food items such as pulses and fruits. The 

surge in March was also aided b a low 

base in the corresponding month of 2020. 

The data released by the Ministry of 

Commerce and  Industry on Thursday. On 

a month-on-month basis, the index rose 

1.6% in March 2021 compared to 

February 2021. The prices of crude oil, 

petroleum products and basis metal were 

substantially higher in March 2021 as 

compared to a year ago. The fed into 

prices of manufactured goods, which rose 
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7.34% compared to a year ago- the 

highest reading in the series. 

WPI CONSTITUENT  

While the consumer Price Index- based 

retail inflation- the more widely tracked 

policy tool- looks at the price at which the 

consumer buy goods, The WPI prices at 

the wholesale, or factory gate/ mandi 

levels. Between the wholesale price and 

the retail price, the difference essentially 

is the former only tracks basic prices 

devoid of transportation cost, taxes and 

the retail margin etc.  

BITCIN CRASHES POWER 

OUTAGE IN CHINA; IMPACT OF 

CRYPTOCURRENCY ON CARBON 

FOOTPRINT 

 

 

 

itcoin, the world biggest 

cryptocurrency, fell as much as 

14% to $51,541 on Sunday, 

reversing most of the big gains it made 

over the past week. Data website 

CoinMarketCap cited blackout in China’s 

Xinjiang region, which reportedly powers 

a lot of bitcoin mining,for the selloff. 

About the outage; 

China’s Xinjiang province powers a huge 

chunk of Bitcoin miners. With this 

blackout, the BTC has rate collapsed 

significantly leading to further price 

correction. The blackout in China’s 

Xinjiang region caused almost half of the 

Bitcoin network to go offline in 48 hours. 

This blackout was due to maintenance 

after the massive flooding and security 

issue at power stations in China. 

Hash Rate? 

Some widely-followed blockchain 

analysts pointed to a sharp drop in hash 

rate due to the outage. Hash rate refers to 

the volatility index that measures the 

processing capacity of the entire Bitcoin 

network, and it determines the power 

required by miners to produce new 

Bitcoin. Typically shocks to hash rate do 

not cause price drops. A hash rate 

reduction slows transactions, which 

ironically makes it harder to move coins 

to exchanges for sale. 

CHINA’S BELT AND ROAD 

INITIATIVE DEAL CANCELLED BY 

AUSTRALIA; 
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ustralia on Wednesday 

cancelled two deals struck by 

its state of Victoria with China 

on Beijing’s flagship Belt and Road 

Initiative, Prompting the Chinese 

embassy in Canberra to warn that already 

tense bilateral ties were bound to worsen.  

About the deal with China; 

The BRI agreements were inked after 

Victoria launched an ambitious 10-years 

strategy aimed at bolstering relations 

with China, But provided only a 

framework for future cooperation and 

were not legal binding. But it was widely 

expected that Canberra would intervene 

after Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

voiced his opposition to the Plan. 

BELT and ROAD initiative; 

The BRI was initiated in 2013 and it is 

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s grand 

plan to connect Asia with Africa and 

Europe via land and maritime trade 

networks to create new routes for China.  

The name was coined in 2013 by China’s 

President Xi Jinping, who drew 

inspiration from the concept of the Silk 

Road established during the Han Dynasty 

2,000 years ago. The BRI has also been 

referred to in the past as ‘One Belt One 

Road’. The BRI comprises a Silk Road 

Economic Belt- a transcontinental 

passage that links China with south east 

Asia, south Asia, Central Asia, Russia 

and Europe by land- and A 21stcentury 

Maritime Silk Road, a sea route 

connecting China’s coastal regions with 

south east and south Asia, the South 

Pacific, the Middle East and Eastern 

Africa, all the way to Europe. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

CHINAS DEFENCE MINISTER VISIT 

SRI LANKA 

 

hina’s Minister of Defence Wei 

Fenghe will be visit to Sri Lanka 

next week, in the second-high 

level visit from Beijing to Colombo in the 

past one year. The government said the 

minister will arrive on April 27 and leave 
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on April 29. The Chinese Defence Minister 

and People’s Liberation Army General’s 

visit follows a high powered delegation, led 

by senior Chinese leader and top foreign 

policy official Yang Jiechi, in October 

2020.  

China has provided crucial support to Sri 

Lanka in the pandemic year, by way of a $1 

billion loan, as well as a $1.5 billion 

currency swap facility to help the Colombo 

government boost its foreign reserves. 

The Scheduled visit next week also 

signifies in the wake of heightened scrutiny 

within Sri Lanka over China’s role and 

presence in the country through 

infrastructure projects. In My point of 

assumption this visit is slightly change an 

economy level of both countries.  

FOUND LOST SUBMARINE PARTS 

 

 

 

 

 

ndonesia’s navy on Saturday said 

items were found from a missing 

submarine, indicating the vessel with 

53 crew members had sunk and there was 

no hope of finding survivors. The Navy 

Chief of Staff Adm Yudo Margono said on 

Saturday that rescuers found several items 

including parts of a torpedo straightener, 

and a grease bottle to be used to oil the 

periscope and prayer rugs from the 

submarine. The Indonesia considered this 

submarine that disappeared on Wednesday 

off Bali as just missing. But it now declares 

the submarine as officially sank with no 

hopes of finding any survivors. 

But the officials said the oxygen supply for 

its 53 crew ran out early Saturday. 

Indonesia pressed with a search for a navy 

submarine off Bali on Saturday. An 

American reconnaissance plane, p-8 

Poseidon, landed early Saturday and is set 

to join the search, along with 20 Indonesian 

ships, a sonar-equipped Australian warship 

and four Indonesian aircraft. 

NO IOC confirmation confirmation for 

Thomas Bach visit to japan in May 

  

he International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) on Sunday 

didn't confirm another visit of its 

president Thomas Bach to Japan ahead of 

the Tokyo Olympics.An IOC spokesman 

said that no dates have been set for such a 

visit, DPA reported.Citing sources close to 

the matter, Japan's Kyodo news agency had 

reported on Saturday that Bach would 

attend a torch relay ceremony in Hiroshima 

on May 17 and meet with Japanese Prime 
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Minister Yoshihide Suga the next day.Talks 

with Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike and 

organising committee chief Seiko 

Hashimoto were also planned, the report 

said. 

Chad's President Idriss Déby dies 'in 

clashes with rebels' 

 

 

 

had's President Idriss Déby has 

died suddenly in clashes with 

rebels in the north of the country 

at the weekend, the army has said on state 

TV. 

On Monday, provisional results from the 

election on 11 April projected he would win 

a sixth term in office, with 80% of the vote. 

The government and parliament have been 

dissolved. A military council will govern 

for the next 18 months. 

Mr Déby, 68, was one of Africa's longest-

serving leaders. 

He first came to power in an armed uprising 

in 1990. 

Mr Déby "breathed his last defending the 

sovereign nation on the battlefield", an 

army general said in a statement read out on 

state TV. 

He had gone to the front line at the weekend 

to visit troops battling rebels based across 

the border in Libya. 

The military council will be led by the late 

president's son, Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno, 

37, a four-star general. 

The rebels, from a group calling itself Fact 

(the Front for Change and Concord in 

Chad), attacked a border post on election 

day. They were advancing on the capital, 

N'Djamena, several hundred kilometres to 

the south. 

The clashes with the army began on 

Saturday. An army general told Reuters 

news agency that 300 insurgents were 

killed and 150 captured. Five government 

soldiers were killed and 36 were injured, he 

said. The figures could not immediately be 

verified. 

Mr Déby was a long-time ally of France and 

other Western powers in the battle against 

jihadist groups in the Sahel region of 

Africa. However, there has been growing 
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unhappiness over his government's 

management of Chad's oil resources. 

During the election he campaigned on a 

platform of bringing peace and security to 

the region. 

BORDER SITUATION SWEPT 

UNDER CARPET 

Maintaining the peace and tranquillity in 

border areas is the essential basis for our 

countries to take forward India ties with 

China, India’s envoy to china Vikram Misri 

said on Monday. 

And Misri Said another dialogue by the 

Indian Council of World Affairs and the 

Chinese people’s Institute of Foreign 

Affairs, there was a “capacity in some 

quarters to sweep this time situation under 

the carpet and characterise it as just a minor 

issue and a matter of perspective”. 

The talks between the both of the military 

commanders appear to remain deadlocked 

over carrying forward in the Gogra and Hot 

springs areas the following regulation of the 

first phase at Pan Gong Lake. That situation 

the Chins State media reported on Monday 

the Peoples Liberation Army has deployed 

an advanced long range rocket launcher to 

the Himalayas”. 

The Indian Envoy commends denotes the 

difference in how Delhi and Beijing view 

the way forward to restore normalcy in the 

relationship. The Two country envoys also 

offered differing takes on multilateralism. 

And then the Boundary dispute is a reality 

and should give an attention and taken 

seriously. Whatever the boundary question 

is not the full story of China-India relations 

and it put at a proper place in the overall 

bilateral relations. 

BOMB BLAST IN SOUTHWESTERN 

PAKISTAN 

The Powerful bomb explode in paring area 

of a luxury hotel in the south-western 

Pakistan city of Quetta on Wednesday, that 

killed at least four people and wounded at 

least nine others. It was unclear who was 

behind the blasting at the Serena Hotel. But 

the good time the rescuers transported 

victims to nearby hospitals. And then 

“Enemies of Pakistan are behind todays 

attack”, he said. 
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While the security forces rushing to the 

hotel and no one was being allowed to go 

near the site of blast. According to the 

senior police official statement some of the 

wounded were listed in critical condition. 

They provided no further details, saying 

were still investigation is ongoing. A doctor 

at Quetta’s main hospital, said about a 

dozen wounded were being brought their 

and they declared an emergency at the 

hospital to handle victims. Still now no one 

immediately claimed responsibility for the 

attack in Quetta, the capital of South-

western Baluchistan province.  
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