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National News 

29th April,2021 

 Government has to take strict 

action against Remdesivir  

hoarders and creating scarcity of 

Remdesivir: Delhi High court 

India is witnessing a second wave of 

coronavirus. The second wave is proving to 

be much more infectious and dangerous as 

compared to the first one. The Delhi High 

Court has asked the Centre and AAP 

government as to why there was 

Ramdesivir drug scarcity in the national 

capital when the medication was being 

widely prescribed for COVID-19 patients. 

Justice Prathiba M Singh made the Health 

Ministry and the Drug Controller General 

of India (DCGI) a party in the matter and 

asked their lawyers to come with 

instructions on why there was a scarcity of 

the drug in Delhi. 

A similar direction was issued to additional 

standing counsel Anuj Aggarwal, appearing 

for the Delhi government, and the matter 

was listed for hearing post-lunch by the 

court. 

Anuj Aggarwal said that Delhi does not 

have the facilities to manufacture the drug 

and it is obtained from other states who sell 

it only after meeting their own demands. 

On the other hand, Union Health Minister 

Dr Harsh Vardhan on Wednesday (April 

14) said that those who are creating an 

artificial shortage of the medicine will have 

to face strict action. 

“Drugs Controller General of India (DGCI) 

has directed for strict action into any 

complaint of black marketing 

of Remdesivir. Those who are exploiting 

people and creating artificial shortage of 

medicine, strict action should be taken 

against them,” Dr Harsh Vardhan was 

quoted as saying by ANI. 

Dr Harsh Vardhan "Shortage of Remdesivir 

happened because its production was 

reduced as COVID-19 cases were 

decreasing. Our drug controller and 

ministry held a meeting with stakeholders 

and asked manufacturers to strengthen the 

production." 
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“Current total capacity of 7 manufacturers 

of Remdesivir is 38.80 lakh vials/month. 

Fast-track approval was given for 7 more 

sites having a production capacity of 10 

Lakh vials/month to 6 manufacturers. 

Another 30 lakh vials/month production 

lined up,” a statement from the ministry 

said. 

30th April, 2021 

 In spite of covid surge, 8 states 

and UTs do not report any covid 

deaths in last 24 hours 

The government of India has so far 

provided more than 15 crore vaccine 

(15,65,26,140) to states and UTs at free of  

cost. In 15 crores of vaccine 14,64,78,983 

were consumed. 

India achieved yet another milestone on 

Tuesday. Eight States/UTs have not 

reported any COVID-related deaths in the 

last 24 hours. Also, the Centre has so far 

provided more than 15 crore vaccine 

doses to States/Union Territories (UTs) 

free of cost. As a sign of relief, eight 

States/UTs have not reported any 

COVID-related fatalities in the last 24 

hours. These are Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

and Daman and Diu; Ladakh (UT), 

Tripura, Lakshadweep, Mizoram, 

Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

The government of India has so far 

provided more than 15 crore vaccine 

doses (15,65,26,140) to States/UTs free 

of cost. Of this, the total consumption 

including wastages is 14,64,78,983 

doses. 

The Union Health Ministry informed, 

"More than 1 crore doses (1,00,47,157) 

are still available with the States/UTs to 

be administered. More than 80 Lakh 

(86,40,000) doses will be received in 

addition by the States/UTs in the next 3 

days." 

Union Minister Harsh Vardhan today said 

that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 

launched the largest vaccination drive in 

the world in January 2021 which is now 

being accelerated further as the 

vaccination of young people is about to 

begin from May 1. He also said that in 

2021, the country is better prepared 

mentally and physically with more 

experience to beat the pandemic as 

compared to 2020.  
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1st May, 2021  

 Amid covid-19 surge, India to 

import Russia’s covid-19 vaccine 

Sputnik V on May 1 

 India will receive first batch of 

Russian covid-19 vaccine Sputnik 

V on May 1 

 This was confirmed by head of the 

Russian Direct investment fund, 

Kirill Dmitriev 

Kirill has said that India will receive first 

batch of Russian covid-19 vaccine Sputnik 

V on May 1 but he did not mentioned how 

many vaccine will be shipped in the first 

batch and where they would be made. 

In the fight against the covid-19 second 

wave India is struggling very hard, 

hospitals are running lack of oxygen which 

in turn causing mass death of patients, and 

countries like Britain, Germany and United 

States have been sending all medical 

resources to help India to tackle the 

pandemic. 

The world health organization chief, 

while talking about the situation in India 

said that “it’s really beyond heart-

breaking” and also WHO is planning to 

provide extra staff and supplies including 

oxygen concentrator devices. 

3rd May,2021 

 Indian Navy on Sunday delivered 

Covid-19 essentials to Island 

territories in the part of mission 

“oxygen express” 

Indian Navy deployed “Oxygen express” 

which consisted of covid-19 essentials to 

the island territories. 

Amid fight against covid-19 Indian Navy 

deployed Oxygen express to Island 

territories. The oxygen express carried 

covid relief materials like oxygen cylinders, 

rapid antigen testing kits etc..., to 

Lakshadweep Island on Sunday. 



 

6 | P a g e  
 

After the transportation of covid relief 

materials by Indian Air force (IAF), Indian 

Navy is ensuring that the essentials are 

reaching out the remote areas of the 

country. 

Indian in a statement said that “The Indian 

Navy ships under the headquarters southern 

Naval command at Kochi are working to 

progress the mission “oxygen express” in 

Order to provide help local administration 

of union territory of Lakshadweep (UTL)”. 

 Emergency financial powers 

granted by defence minister 

Rajnath Singh to armed forces in 

order to face the surge of covid 

Rajnath Singh in an official statement said 

on Friday (April 30) that amid covid surge 

emergency financial powers are provided to 

armed forces to empower them and also to 

speed up the efforts that they are taking to 

control the prevailing covid situation in the 

country. 

"These powers will help Formation 

Commanders to establish and operate 

quarantine facilities/hospitals and 

undertake procurement/repair of 

equipment/items/material/stores, besides 

provisioning of various services and works 

required to support the ongoing effort 

against the pandemic," said the statement.  

Under these powers, Vice Chiefs of Armed 

Forces including Chief Of Integrated 

Defence Staff To The Chairman Chiefs Of 

Staff Committee (CISC) and General 

Officer Commanding-in-Chiefs (GOC-in-

Cs) and equivalents of all three services 

have been given full powers, whereas Corps 

Commanders/Area Commanders have been 

delegated powers up to Rs 50 lakh per case 

and Division Commanders/Sub Area 

Commanders and equivalents have been 

delegated powers up to Rs 20 lakh per case. 

"These powers have been devolved initially 

for a period of three months from 1st May 

to 31st July 2021. These are in addition to 

the emergency powers delegated to the 

Medical Officers of the Armed Forces last 

week," it added. 
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4th May,2021 

 Centre said that still more than 1 

crore covid-19 vaccine is available 

with the States 

The union health ministry on Thursday 

reportedly said that more than 1 crore 

covid-19 vaccine is available with sates and 

union territories. 

The health ministry on Thursday said that 

at present over 1 crore vaccine is available 

with sates and UTs, in the next three days 

more than 20 lakh doses will received by 

the States. 

In between this some Maharashtra state 

government officials through media 

reported that vaccine in the state is finished 

and state is running out of vaccine drive, 

ministry said that balance of 7,49,960 

vaccine doses are available with State for 

administration of eligible population 

groups. 

Centre clarified that “doses received by 

Maharashtra state as on April 29 is 

1,62,63,470,in this total consumption and 

wastage are 1,56,12,510 balance 7,49,960 

is still available with State”. 

The ministry said still government of India 

has provided over 16.6 crore vaccine to all 

the states and UTs at free of cost, of this 

consumption with including wastage 

remains as 15,10,77,933. 

Amid covid surge the accelerated phase 3 

strategy will be implemented from May 1st 

registration for New eligible population 

groups has been started from Wednesday 

they can register on COWIN portal 

cowin.gov.in or through arogya Sethu app. 

 Could COVID-19 Create Space 

For A New Opposition 

There is an opposition vacuum in national 

politics. The Congress Party had given 

Narendra Modi almost a walk-over in the 
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last two national elections. Modi has been 

winning elections while running a ruinous 

government in terms of policy and the 

economy. A close examination will show 

that his success lies more in the weakness 

of the opposition than in his own strength. 

If the Covid-19 crisis is a political 

opportunity for Narendra Modi, it is an 

even greater opportunity for the 

opposition. To begin with, the crisis has 

turned the page on Hindutva, at least for 

now. The opposition no longer has the 

excuse that it is unable to appeal to a 

majority of voters just because they are 

being given a regular dose of intoxicating 

Hindutva. 

The Congress party’s response to the 

Covid-19 crisis has come across as mature, 

its opposition constructive. It is criticising 

the Modi government’s follies and yet not 

appearing to be Pavlovian in its criticism. 

It is coming across as trying to solve a 

grave problem rather than score political 

brownie points and bring down Narendra 

Modi. 

Arvind Kejriwal and company had a 

chance to occupy the opposition space but 

their internal battles and Kejriwal’s 

resignation in 2014 ensured that they got 

confined to the city state of Delhi, leaving 

vast swathes of the country to be ruled by 

Modi. 

The new opposition may again come from 

outside mainstream politics. Who, we do 

not know. There are various environmental 

groups across the country. If they can 

show creativity and be nimble-footed, 

then, who knows, public life in this 

country may no longer remain starved for 

some decent and imaginative work.  

The latest deadly wave, and before that the 

migrant crisis, job losses and the 

unprecedented crash of the economy, 

makes it difficult for Modi to control the 

narrative. The public will now test 

Narendra Modi on three counts: response 

to the pandemic, the health infrastructure 

at large, and the state of the Indian 

economy. On all three fronts, the 

opposition has a big window of 

opportunity, which will last at least a few 

weeks if not a few months. 
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International News 

26th April,2021           

 As India Grapples with Covid 

Surge , Singapore,Uk 

,Us,Eu,Rush Medical Refief 

 

As India has been clearly brought down to 

its knees battling the second wave of 

Covid, several nations have come to its 

aid. There are those who jumped right in to 

play the rescue rangers, while others 

responded under international pressure. 

As the country battles acute shortage of 

oxygen, health infrastructure facilities and 

even vaccines, several countries including 

the U.S, the U.K, Singapore, Germany, 

and European Union have come to India's 

aid. 

 

 

 

 

 Australia give emergency 

products 

Australia will send oxygen, ventilators and 

personal protective equipment to India for 

immediate support package to the country 

which is battling with the latest surge of 

COVID-19 cases, Health Minister Greg 

Hunt said on Monday. 

The federal government was in the process 

of considering what it could send for help, 

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation 

news channel quoted Mr. Hunt as saying. 

“India literally gasping for oxygen,” the 

federal health minister said. 

The government was also considering 

banning all flights from India following the 

massive spike of coronavirus cases in the 

country. The Cabinet meeting will discuss 

temporarily halting all repatriation flights 

out of India. India met on Monday climbed 

to 1,73,13,163 while active cases crossed 

the 28 lakh mark, with 3,52,991 people 

testing positive for coronavirus infection in 

a day, the highest so far, the Health Ministry 

said.  

27th April,2021 
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 France send medical supplies for 

India 

On Tuesday France announced a solidarity 

mission for India under which it will be 

send oxygen generation plants, ventilators 

and other medical equipment’s to support 

the country in its fight against the 

coronavirus pandemic. The French 

Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs said 

it is carry out of exceptional solidarity 

mission in support of the Indian people, 

who have been severely affected by the 

coronavirus. 

The ministry said we give five containers of 

liquid medical oxygen are send by the first 

step adding they are capable of supplying 

medical oxygen to up to 10000 patients for 

a day. France also sending 28 ventilators 

and their consumables as well as 200 

electric syringe pumps.  The ministry said 

the supplies are being sent for emergency 

proposes but also to significantly boost 

capabilities of Indian hospitals to “treat the 

sick and fight the pandemic”. 

 

28th April,2021 

 Organisers accounce Covid-19 

counter measures for Tokyo 

olympics 

The International Olympic Committee 

(IOC), the International Paralympic 

Committee (IPC), the Tokyo Orgsing 

Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic 

Games (Tokyo 2020), the Tokyo 

Metropolitan Government and the 

Government of Japan on Wednesday 

agreed on measures to ensure the safe 

orgsation of the Games. 

The five parties will continue to deploy all 

possible COVID-19 countermeasures and 

place the highest priority on safety for the 

sake of all participants, including the 

athletes, and the Japanese public who will 

be playing host to the Games. 

According to the latest countermeasures, 

athletes participating in the Tokyo 

Olympics are "required to take two 

COVID-19 tests before their flight to 

Japan". 
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Athletes will be tested daily for three days 

after arriving in Japan and after that too 

they will be tested regularly. 

"In principle, athletes and all those in close 

proximity with athletes will be tested daily 

to minimise the risk of undetected positive 

cases that could transmit the virus. The 

dates and times will be set in line with the 

sports events and schedule," read a joint 

statement released by the five parties 

involved with the Olympics. 

"All other Games participants will be tested 

daily for three days after their arrival. After 

the first three days and throughout their 

stay, they will be tested regularly, based on 

the operational nature of their role and 

level of contact with athletes. 

29th April,2021 

 There is no direct risk of Covid-

19 

There is no direct risk of COVID-19 

infections to South Africa from India, 

Health Minister Zweli Mkhize has said, 

assuring the people that due vigilance 

exercised for those coming from India via 

other countries. Mr. Mkhize made the 

comments during a briefing to parliaments 

health portfolio committee. 

Speaking a day after Belgium slapped a ban 

on both Indian and South African citizens 

entering the country, Mr. Mkhize said due 

vigilance would be exercised for those 

coming into South Africa from India via 

other countries. This problem of all these 

restrictions from countries is that people 

can go via other parts of the world and by 

the time they get here they won’t be 

showing anything direct from India so that 

is an issue which we must just keep in mind.  

We have been monitoring that situation and 

we don’t yet have any indication that there 

is a direct risk to south Africa in this regard, 

but we will continue to monitor the 

situation, Mr. Mkhize said. The Minister 

said similar problems had been experienced 

in the U.K., Europe and America, so South 

Africa just had to be very vigilant to 

manage this kind of situation. 

The Minister also said that there was no 

need for alarm after reports of other variants 

coming out in other parts of Africa, in 

particular Tanzania. 
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30th April 2021 

 Russia produce vaccine for 

animals  

Russia has produced the world’s first batch 

for 7000 doses covid 19 vaccines for 

animals its agricultural regulator said on 

Friday. Russia registered Carniva-Cov in 

march after tests show it generated 

antibodies against Covid-19 in dogs, cat’s 

foxes and other pet animals. The first batch 

will have supplied to several regions of 

Russia, the regulator Rosselkhoznadzor 

said in a statement. 

It said companies from Germany, Poland, 

Austria, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Malaysia, 

Thailand, South Korea, Lebanon, Iran and 

Argentina had expressed interest in 

purchasing the vaccine. 

The World Health Organization has voiced 

concern over the risk of the virus between 

humans and animals. The Russian regulator 

has said the vaccine would be able to 

protect vulnerable species and thwart viral 

mutation. About 20 organisations are ready 

to negotiate registration and supply of the 

vaccine to their countries. The file for 

registration abroad, in particular in the 

European Union, is under preparation and 

will be promptly used for the registration 

process the Russian watch press said. 

1st May,2021 

 Tonnes of dead fishes wash up 

Tonnes of dead fishes washed up on the 

bank of lake at Litani river in Lebanon. 

Engulfing a nearby village in bad smell in a 

disaster blamed on polluted waters. Then 

volunteers collected rotting fish carcasses 

near the Qaraoun lake on Lebanon’s longest 

river, Litani, where activists have warned 

for years of water pollution caused by 

sewage and waste. The Piles of garbage’s 

are drifted in the lake near the dead fish. 

Swarms of flies spread near the reservoir 

and thousands of fish were decomposing in 

already dirty waters. 

This phenomenon appeared on the shore of 

the lake several days ago. The fish started 

floating up and in abnormal quantities of 
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fishes unacceptable. At least 40 tonnes of 

fishes are died in a few days’ numbers 

described as unprecedented. They called on 

the Litani river authority to find the cause 

and go after anyone dumping wastewater 

into the lake. Then the river authority said 

this week fish were toxic and carried a 

virus, urging people to avoid fishing all 

along the Litani due to an aggravated 

disaster that threatens public health. 

Ecological disaster is the last thing Lebanon 

needs as it suffers through an alarming 

financial collapse and the aftermath of a 

huge explosion that devastated Beirut port 

last August. 

 Singapore, the first to offer help 

Shortly after External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar appealed for international 

assistance for India's Covid crisis, within a 

day four cryogenic oxygen tanks were 

airlifted by the Indian Air Force from 

Singapore. 
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Political News 

27th April,2021 

 Tamil Nadu: DMK Wants Sterlite 

Plant to Reopen Only for 

Manufacturing Oxygen 

 

 

Tamil Nadu’s political parties have 

recommended operating the Sterlite 

Copper factory in Thoothukudi for oxygen 

manufacturing to meet the demand for the 

treatment of Covid-19 patients. Parties 

however stressed that the reopening was 

purely for oxygen manufacture and the 

opposition to plant’s existence to make 

copper was still in full force. According to 

a statement from the DMK, the party 

pitches for temporary reopening of 

Sterlite’s oxygen making unit with 

extensive provisions for control and 

monitoring of the activity at the plant. 

While acknowledging the suffering of the 

people of Thoothukudi due to the activities 

of the copper plant, the people of the 

southern city would not stand in the way 

of supply of oxygen during the time of the 

pandemic. Chief Minister Palaniswami 

started with a preamble that the 

government doesn’t want the plant to be 

opened, for it had shut it down in May 

2018; nevertheless, considering the gravity 

of the situation, the government 

recommended opening the plant for 4 

months. MDMK chief Vaiko, who had 

campaigned extensively against Sterlite, 

had also agreed to reopening the factory, 

with controls. Some parties like VCK and 

Naam Tamilar expressed concerns about 

the move to reopen the factory. However, 

most of the parties pitched time-bound 

operations with monitors and controls of 

Sterlite factory keeping in view the dire 

need of oxygen for those who are fighting 

the coronavirus. It may be noted that the 

Thoothukudi plant can produce 1,050 

tonnes of oxygen per day. Sterlite moved 

the Supreme Court for reopening its plant 

to manufacture oxygen and the matter is 

pending. 
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 Modi is a ‘super spreader’ of 

coronavirus, says IMA vice 

president 

 

 

Dr Navjot Dahiya, the national vice 

president of the Indian Medical 

Association, on Monday called Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi a “super 

spreader” of the coronavirus for holding 

political rallies in poll-bound states and 

allowing Kumbh Mela to take place amid 

the second wave of the pandemic. 

“While the medical fraternity is trying hard 

to make people understand mandatory 

Covid-19 norms, PM Modi did not hesitate 

to address big political rallies, tossing all 

Covid-19 norms in the air,” Dahiya said in 

a statement. 

Dahiya noted that when the first patient of 

the coronavirus was found in India in 

January 2020, the prime minister, instead 

of making arrangements to tackle the 

infection, organised gatherings of over one 

lakh people in Gujarat to welcome the then 

United States President Donald Trump. 

“Now, when the second wave of Covid-19 

is yet to reach its peak, the entire health 

system is failing as PM did not take any 

step to strengthen it during the entire 

year,” he said. 

The international media coverage on the 

pandemic in India has also criticised Modi 

and his ‘stark failure’ in handling the 

coronavirus crisis. 

The vice president of the IMA also said 

that the scarcity of medical oxygen has 

become the reason for the deaths of many 

Covid-19 patients. “Several projects for 

installing oxygen plants are still pending 

with the Union government for clearance, 

but no heed was given to such an 

important need by the Modi government,” 

he said. 

He added that the impact of the pandemic 

was visible with bodies piling up in 

crematoriums and long queues of 

ambulances outside hospitals in almost 

every city of the country. “Even on the 

issue of farmers’ agitation against farm 

laws, Prime Minister Narendra Modi did 

not act in a responsible manner and 
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[allowed] the presence of huge gathering 

of farmers without solving their issues, 

causing a serious threat of Covid-19 

spread,” Dahiya added. 

He also criticised the government for 

backing Yoga guru Ramdev’s Coronil, 

which the Patanjali Ayurved claims to be 

the “first evidence-based medicine” to 

fight Covid. But the product was 

disclaimed by World Health Organization, 

he said. 

In February, Ramdev had claimed that a 

WHO team had visited his company and 

given Coronil the licence for sale in more 

than 150 countries. However, the WHO 

had clarified that it did not review or 

certify the effectiveness of any traditional 

medicine. 

India on Tuesday registered 3,23,144 new 

coronavirus cases in a day, taking the total 

number of infections to 1,76,36,307 since 

the pandemic broke out in January 2020. 

While the single-day infection count is 

slightly less than Monday’s count, India 

has registered more than 3 lakh cases for 

the sixth day in a row. With 2,771 deaths, 

the toll went up to 1,97,894. 

 Election rallies and Kumbh Mela 

While the country battled with a record 

surge in Covid-19 cases for days during 

the second wave and hospitals ran out of 

beds and oxygen, hundreds of thousands of 

Hindu devotees flocked to participate in 

the Kumbh Mela in Uttarakhand’s 

Haridwar city and politicians were holding 

election rallies attended by thousands with 

little evidence of masks or physical 

distancing. 

The violation of Covid-19 protocols at 

Kumbh Mela attracted attention from 

across the world. However, state 

authorities, including Chief Minister Tirath 

Singh Rawat, tried to downplay the risks. 

On April 17, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi had said that the celebration should 

be held as a “symbolic event” due to the 

coronavirus situation. 

In West Bengal, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah held gigantic rallies until last week, 

when the Election Commission finally 

banned all roadshows and limited 

gatherings to 500 people amid the 

worsening situation. 

After the fourth round of elections in West 

Bengal, the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist) had announced that it will not 

organise big election rallies for the 

remaining phases. Congress MP Rahul 

Gandhi cancelled his rallies in West 

Bengal and Banerjee also decided to hold 

smaller election meetings. Shah, however, 
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said that it was not right to link the surge 

in coronavirus cases in India to elections. 

28th April, 2021 

 Amit Mitra Express interview: 

‘This is not a Modi-Shah armada 

election…battle for Bengal for 

Sangh is part of plan to redefine 

India in image of Parivar’s core 

values’ 

 

Amit Mitra has been one of Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee’s chief 

lieutenants over the past decade. An 

economist who has held many roles, Mitra 

joined the TMC in 2011, defeating then 

Finance minister Asim Dasgupta from 

Khardaha. Ever since, Mitra has been West 

Bengal’s Finance minister. 

In the last lap of a keenly watched and 

bitterly contested election, he speaks about 

the BJP’s challenge and what it means and 

why these elections are crucial. 

 

 For the Trinamool Congress, 

what’s the significance of this 

election. And, in your view, why 

is it important for the BJP? 

For the TMC, this is critically important 

because the TMC understands what this 

battle is about. It is thrusting into West 

Bengal the perspective of the Sangh 

Parivar. That is uniformity as opposed to 

diversity. Every kind of diversity whether 

it is religious, whether it is cultural, even at 

the subaltern level, in Bengal there are 

many subaltern gods. Every locality has its 

own gods. But the thrust is on uniformity. 

The battle for Bengal for the Sangh Parivar 

is part of a much bigger plan to redefine 

India in the image of the Parivar’s core 

values. To justify what I am saying I 

would like to quote from the now General 

Secretary of the RSS, Dattatreya Hosabale, 

who said in 2015 to Reuters: “We the RSS 

would want the BJP to win all the state 

elections. Because only then can 

significant political, social and cultural 

changes can take place in the country.” 

He went on to say that the 2014 election 

victory should be seen as a starting point 

of a long-term mission. They want a one-

party democracy, an oxymoron in my 

view. Once that happens then the Sangh 
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Parivar’s ultimate mission can be 

achieved. 

What’s that ultimate mission?

  

It has been well defined by the 

Sarsanghachalak Mohan Bhagwat and I 

am quoting him, “India is a Hindu Rashtra 

and it is non-negotiable.” Basically, this is 

a huge process of a long-term nature for 

the RSS and its affiliates and the BJP 

which is part of the affiliate process 

because BJP’s organizing secretaries – at 

the centre and the states – are deputed by 

the RSS. There is complete synergy which 

wasn’t there before. 

 

 Derek O’Brien: ‘All parties 

make mistakes… We are quietly 

confident. Didi’s credibility will 

see us through’ 

It is my prognosis that this will be the 

Waterloo for them. Take the case of 

Odisha where the elections took place for 

Parliament and Assembly together. The 

voters were discerning enough to 

differentiate between the two. Therefore, 

voters know that whatever the armada of 

Mr Modi and Shah with Central ministers 

parked here…Chief Ministers, party 

general secretaries of Gujarat and 

Rajasthan and the entire RSS machinery 

going down to the panna pramukhs…that 

these are birds of passage. This is not an 

election for them. They are here, they will 

speak, they will go away. 

Mamata Banerjee is here and is part of 

their lives and has been for the past 47 

years. Take the case of Delhi, Amit Shah 

said 45 seats, how many did they win? 

eight seats. They said two-thirds majority 

in Rajasthan, they lost the state. In 

Chhattisgarh, two-thirds majority Amit 

Shah said, they lost the state. They lost in 

Maharashtra, Jharkhand and in Bihar they 

almost lost the battle to a 31-year-old who 

came into focus in the last two months of 

the election and but for some other 

incidents would have formed government. 

The key point is that this is not a Modi-

Shah armada election. 

 

 Your critics argue that 

marginalised sections have not 

been empowered in positions of 

political leadership in the 

state…that’s the basis for the 

BJP reaching out to the 

Scheduled Caste community? 

That is not correct. If you look at the 

ministers in the TMC government you will 

find a very healthy mixture of different 

caste groups, especially disadvantaged 

caste groups, subaltern caste groups, 

gender differentiated. Let’s not forget that 

the proportion of women in TMC MP’s 

today are much larger. 
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The BJP’s numbers is much smaller. The 

BJP’s diversity of MPs, in terms of 

religious diversity representing the mosaic 

of India, is zero. The question is what has 

Mamata Banerjee done for the rural sector 

in the last 10 years? 

It is the government of India which has 

given awards to Bengal. E-governance 

award, e-excise, e-tender for transparency 

in tendering, e- taxation, integrated 

financial management system. They know 

that not a single rupee goes out of Bengal’s 

treasury in cash or even in cheques. They 

are digitally transferred. 

The poverty level was 20 per cent in 

Bengal when Mamata Banerjee took over, 

according to a study by Prof [Maitreesh] 

Ghatak of the London School of 

Economics, and it has fallen to 14 per cent. 

The major gainer in terms of consumption, 

according to his study, is the rural sector. 

He says this happened because of 

Kanyashree for the girl child, in terms of 

health in terms of hundred percent 

coverage etc. 

 

 But when you travel across 

Bengal, and the BJP has built its 

campaign partly on this, you will 

find people saying there’s a lot of 

local-level corruption in schemes 

for the poor. Amphan has 

become a proxy for corruption. 

What they are not saying is that over 7.5 

lakh people were moved away from the 

hazards of Cyclone Amphan in 24 hours. 

They are not saying that almost all 

schemes you can think of are digital 

schemes going straight into a person’s 

account, where there cannot be corruption. 

What is the budget of Kanyashree? Rs 

7000 crore over these years. The Centre’s 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao is Rs 700 crore 

for all of India. Take the case of bicycles. 

You cannot steal bicycles. The orders were 

uploaded digitally and then given…70 

lakh bicycles distributed, and more in the 

process… 

 

 You are saying there is no 

corruption on the ground, no 

anti-incumbency? 

In a democracy, there will always be 

voices of this or that. The best part is when 

Mamata Banerjee introduced Didi ke Bolo, 

where any and everybody could approach 

(the government via a) website …and with 

a full team, she could view. An amazing 

response came, with complaints, 

difficulties. Has any state done the 

equivalent of that? 

You were Finance Minister for a 

decade. The BJP says that Mamata 

Banerjee is anti-industry and only a 

BJP government can create jobs which 

will come because of synergy between 

the Centre and the state. 
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This is a complete lie. The Gross Value 

Added (GVA) in the industrial sector in 

2010-11, Rs 86000 crore. GVA is a GOI 

statistic, not my statistic. GVA for the 

industrial sector for 2019-20 is Rs 

2,38,812 crores. It has grown by 2.7 times. 

In the cement sector which has jobs 

directly or indirectly of large numbers, 

major companies have invested in West 

Bengal under Mamata Banerjee’s watch. 

The Dalmias, JSW have invested in 

Salboni, Star Cement in North Bengal. 

Bengal is emerging as one of the key 

cement-manufacturing hubs in India; 

German company BASF, one of the largest 

chemical companies in the world, has 

come and invested in construction 

chemicals. 

When we came to office, Haldia 

Petrochemicals was closed, we were able 

to open that plant. Because it is working 

up to 97 percent capacity today, 5 lakh 

jobs got created downstream. When we 

came in, TCS employed 12-13,000 people, 

today it employs 44,000 and it has taken 

land where it will employ 15,000 more. 

This will make (their presence here) larger 

than in Bengaluru. 

Bengal exports 13 percent of India’s steel 

today — why is nobody saying that? What 

are industry leaders saying about the BJP? 

Rahul Bajaj famously said there is a fear 

psychosis in the country. Industry leaders 

are saying you have let loose ED and CBI. 

When he (Bajaj) said that, the entire 

industrial community, which has chosen to 

stay silent, went into massive applause on 

television for Amit Shah. 

They have brought the ED and and CBI to 

Bengal as well in what I call the “Just in 

time” model. While the election is going 

on, harass TMC’s Members of Parliament. 

What about Mr Adhikari against whom 

there are charges or Mukul Roy against 

whom your own government (Centre) 

brought charges? 

 

 Your opposition says the state 

government uses coercive 

mechanisms against their leaders 

and voters, there is a sense of 

fear among the voter? 

This is another bogus argument. If you 

create divisions within society as part of 

your policy, there will be resistance. You 

are trying to divide society in religious 

terms which is not a secret. When you 

come with that objective, you will create 

tension in society. 

In other states they may take it lying down. 

But not in West Bengal. I would say the 

source of any conflict you see in the state 

is due to the very clear attempt by the BJP 

and the Sangh Parivar to try and divide 

society in terms of caste, religion, culture. 

Any conflict is artificially produced 

because their goal requires this divisive 

process. When you try and introduce 
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majoritarianism by bulldozing culture and 

dissent, you will get resistance. 

 

 But the Left and the Congress 

argue that the BJP’s sharp rise 

in Bengal today is because of 

openings the TMC made for 

them…be it anti-incumbency, 

corruption..and, in the name of 

secularism, Muslim 

appeasement. 

This is again a red herring. Muslim 

appeasement is a false statement. What has 

happened is that the Left has lost its 

capacity after 34 years of ruling Bengal. 

Many from the Left shifted their allegiance 

to the BJP as another swallow in the 

middle of spring. Where is the 

appeasement? How can Mamata Banerjee 

give Kanyashree in a differentiated 

manner? If you look at industrial growth, 

you cannot pick and choose between 

Muslim and non-Muslim. 

The culture of Bengal is what they are 

challenging. The culture is of Kazi Nazrul 

Islam…as an example. He was a namaz-

reading Muslim but also the father of 

Shyama Sangeet which is ode and songs to 

Ma (Goddess) Kali. In my constituency, 

out of 20 Durga Pujas, at least (the 

organisation of) eight of them is chaired by 

Muslims, and of the 40 Eid events in my 

constituency, at least 15 are chaired by 

Hindus. West Bengal’s culture is based on 

this integrated approach and the Sangh’s 

attempt is to break this diversity. 

 

29th April,2021 

 In West Bengal, why Covid is 

likely to turn the poll turf in 

favour of Mamata 

 

 

The rise in coronavirus cases across India 

has acquired centrestage in the ongoing 

West Bengal assembly election and could 

potentially shape its result. Our study of 

the assembly election gives insight into 

how the public opinion may react to this 

evolving national health emergency. 

West Bengal chief minister Mamata 

Banerjee has been repeatedly attacking the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

and its leaders for spreading coronavirus in 

the state by ‘bringing in outsiders’. The 

issue gained traction after Uttar Pradesh 
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CM Yogi Adityanath, who had visited 

Bengal on several occasions for 

campaigning, tested positive on 15 

April. Addressing a rally on 16 April, 

Mamata Banerjee attacked Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi for bringing outside 

campaigners and spreading the virus. “The 

situation was alright for five-six months. 

Modiji could have saved all by giving 

vaccines. But he did not do that. Now they 

are bringing thousands of people in Bengal 

who are going back after spreading the 

virus,” she said. These attacks may have 

found resonance among the Bengali voters 

with the rising cases of coronavirus in the 

state and could potentially generate more 

anger towards the BJP. 

Appealing to voters’ emotions is the most 

powerful campaign technique used by 

political parties and leaders. Among 

various emotions that campaigners seek to 

tap into, anger and enthusiasm are often 

the most powerful in context 

of the election. If we look at 

Mamata Banerjee’s campaign, which is 

spearheaded by poll strategist Prashant 

Kishor, the strategies of persuasion have 

revolved not only around highlighting the 

achievements of the Trinamool 

Congress government over the last decade 

but also attacking its main opponent, the 

BJP and PM Modi, as “gangs of 

outsiders.” 

Comparing the campaigns 

To better understand the campaigns of the 

two political adversaries, we conducted an 

analysis into the Facebook ads of the two 

parties as part of 

our DigiCampAsia project and found that 

recent ad spending patterns echo this 

strategy of focusing on Modi’s handling of 

Covid as well. Our analysis shows that 

since 17 March, the TMC released a series 

of ads attacking PM Modi for the 

mishandling of the Covid-19 situation, and 

the subsequent surge in cases, framing the 

pandemic as #ModiMadeDisaster. 

Out of the total 31 ads issued between 17 

to 26 March by the TMC, more than half 

of them focused on Covid mishandling by 

the Modi government — a clear effort to 

incite anger among the Bengali voters. 

During the same time, the BJP released 

468 ads attacking the Mamata government 

on women’s safety, 

corruption, and appeasement politics, 

but remained silent on the Covid 

situation. Moreover, we found that while 

the official overall spending during the 

entire campaign of the BJP on Facebook 

ads was much lower than the TMC’s, the 

BJP spent significantly more 

(Rs 55,89,197) than its political 

opponent (Rs 40,64,987) since 17 April. 

This potentially reflects the dynamic 
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nature of the BJP campaign, evolving to 

suit the need of the hour. 

Turnout is key 

All election campaigns operate largely 

with three main objectives – to inform, 

persuade and turn out voters. In a long and 

closely fought election campaign, like the 

one unfolding in West Bengal, the right 

message at the opportune moment can 

persuade the still undecided voter and turn 

the tide in favour of either party. And it 

does seem like the rising Covid cases and 

the TMC’s willingness to tap into this 

could swing the election in favour of 

Mamata Banerjee by turning voters away 

from the BJP. 

While many TMC politicians blame the 

current surge of the pandemic on the BJP 

and its campaigning in West Bengal, it is 

not clear if public opinion on the ground 

and across the political spectrum shares the 

view. The last two phases of the 

election will likely prove to be 

decisive and voter turnout will be an 

important factor. The impact of Covid is 

already being felt with 

phase seven reporting the 

lowest participation of 76.24 per cent 

among all the phases of polling so far. The 

previous low was reported in phase four 

with 79.9 per cent turnout. 

The perceived handling of pandemic 

In an online survey of 974 individuals in 

West Bengal conducted by YouGov from 

24 March to 27 March 2021, we measured 

evaluations of political leaders’ 

performance in managing the coronavirus 

pandemic. We asked respondents to what 

extent they agreed or disagreed with the 

statement that PM Modi and CM Mamata 

are “doing a good job with respect to the 

coronavirus pandemic.” Overall, most 

respondents agreed with the statement that 

both politicians were performing well: 56 

per cent of respondents agreed or strongly 

agreed that Modi was performing well 

while 53 per cent stated so for Mamata. 

This small difference isn’t statistically 

meaningful. 

Next, we looked at how respondents’ party 

identification might have shaped these 

evaluations by comparing the evaluations 

of the self-declared BJP and TMC 

supporters. As expected, we found that the 

BJP supporters evaluated Narendra Modi’s 

performance higher than Mamata 

Banerjee’s while the converse was true for 

the TMC supporters. This shows that 

perceived handling of the pandemic was 

mostly partisan. Although we note that the 

difference between the BJP and the TMC 

supporters’ evaluation of Mamata 
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Banerjee’s performance tended to be 

smaller than that of Modi’s. 

At the time of data collection, while the 

Covid cases were increasing across the 

country, the surge had not been severe yet. 

It will be important to observe how the 

recent situation might reinforce or reduce 

these partisan evaluations. Given the 

current situation, and the widespread 

suffering of citizens being reported on 

social media, public opinion is possibly 

turning against the BJP. This could be 

happening despite the limited coverage on 

national news channels on 

television and the government’s attempt 

to block Twitter content that is critical of 

its management of the Covid situation. 

Under such unprecedented circumstances, 

the short-term management of public 

perception vis-à-vis the second wave and 

harnessing it to his and his party’s benefit 

might be a big ask for Modi. This may 

ultimately benefit Mamata, allowing her to 

retain power in Bengal. 

 

 

 

 

 

30th April,2021 

 Govt working unitedly, rapidly to 

deal with Covid crisis: PM Modi 

 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 

said that all arms of the government are 

working unitedly and rapidly to deal with 

the worsening Covid-19 situation in the 

country. 

 

His remarks came during a high-level 

meeting with the council of ministers to 

discuss the Covid-19 situation in India. 

 

During the meeting, the Prime Minister 

urged his ministers to stay in touch with 

people of their respective regions and get 

feedback from them. 

He stressed upon the need to ensure that 

issues at the local level are promptly 

identified and addressed, the information 
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and broadcasting ministry said in a 

statement. 

 

The council also reviewed all the efforts 

made in the last 14 months by the central 

and state governments and the people of 

India. 

The ministers noted that the present 

pandemic situation is a "once in a century 

crisis" and is a big challenge for the world. 

 

During the meeting, the ministers and PM 

reviewed the efforts taken by the Centre in 

coordination with the states towards 

ramping up infrastructure in the form of 

hospital beds, PSA oxygen facilities, etc as 

well as providing financial support to the 

poor. 

 

It was also noted that India could 

successfully produce two vaccines and 

there are many candidates at the various 

stages of approval and induction. More than 

15 crore vaccinations have been done as on 

date, the statement said. 

 

The council of ministers also stressed on 

the importance of Covid-appropriate 

behaviour such as wearing of mask, social 

distancing and washing hands frequently. 

 

It reiterated that the participation of society 

is a key aspect to accomplish the gigantic 

task ahead and expressed confidence that 

the country will rise to the occasion and 

defeat the virus. 

 

India is in the grip of a catastrophic Covid 

situation, with the country reporting 3.8 

lakh fresh infections on Friday and over 

3,000 deaths. 

1st May,2021 

 West Bengal Assembly polls: 

Will Mamata survive BJP scare? 

All eyes on May 2 

 

The longest-ever Assembly polls in West 

Bengal, held in eight phases, ended on 

April 29 under the shadow of a 

raging coronavirus pandemic. 

While Mamata Banerjee’s TMC will be 

hoping to overcome the anti-incumbency 

factor and come to power for a third 
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consecutive term, the BJP will be trying to 

build on the big gains it made during the 

Lok Sabha polls in 2019 in the state. 

 

Exit polls have been divided over the final 

outcome, with some giving only a thin 

edge to TMC. However, they all agree on 

one thing — the contest in Bengal will be 

close and a victory for either TMC or BJP 

can be a matter of thin margins. 

 

One point that all these exit polls agree 

upon is the fact that BJP can win well over 

100 seats, which will be a massive jump 

from the three seats it bagged in the 

Assembly polls in 2016. Consequently, the 

saffron party’s vote share may also 

increase from 10% last time to around 

43% as predicted by the India Today-

MyAxis poll or just over 39% as predicted 

by ABP-CVoter. 

  

If the BJP vote share were to see that 

meteoric jump, it would mean that the 

saffron party has to win in most  Assembly 

seats under those Lok Sabha constituencies 

where it had won in 2019. In the 2019 Lok 

Sabha polls, when it won 18 seats, the BJP 

led in 33 of the total 68 SC-reserved 

Assembly segments in the state. Out of 

these 33 seats, 26 are Matua-dominated. 

The Lok Sabha results show there has been 

a swing in the SC vote towards BJP. 

 

The other thing such a scenario will imply 

is that the gains of the BJP would come at 

the cost of the Left-Congress-ISF Alliance. 

The Alliance (which did not have ISF back 

then) had won 76 seats in the Assembly 

polls in 2016, but going by the exit poll 

predictions, it could win anything between 

zero to 25 seats. 

 

If consolidation in the Muslim vote 

favours TMC, what would be crucial in 

deciding the fate of BJP will be whether or 

not there is a strong consolidation of the 

Hindu vote. In an intensely polarised 

election, such an overwhelming 

majoritarian consolidation across class and 

caste lines could work in favour of the 

BJP. 

 

Another important factor could be the vote 

of the Scheduled Caste (SC) community 

— at 23.51%, they form the second-largest 

chunk after the Muslim vote (27%) and 

could well be a deciding factor in this 

election. In Bengal, 60 recognised SC 

groups make up above 25% of the 

population in more than nine districts. 

Together, these nine districts account for 

127 Assembly seats. Besides, in six 

districts, with 78 Assembly seats, the SCs 

constitute 15-25% of the population. 

Among the SC community, two of the 

largest chunks comprise the Rajbanshis 

(18.4%) and the Namasudras (17.4%). The 
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BJP and the TMC are vying for a larger 

pie of the SC vote, with both the parties 

trying to reach out to Matuas who form a 

large part of the Namasudra community. 

BJP is hoping that its promise of granting 

citizenship through the CAA would swing 

the Matua vote in its favour. TMC, on the 

other hand, has been stating that people of 

this community are already legal citizens. 

In a bid to reach out to the voters, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi recently visited 

Orakandi in 

Bangladesh’s Gopalganj district. 

 

Another crucial deciding factor would be 

whether or not TMC turncoats who 

jumped ship to the BJP can swing votes in 

favour of the saffron party. TMC saw an 

exodus ahead of the polls, starting from 

leaders at the zilla parishad and 

municipality level to MLAs and 

heavyweights such as Suvendu Adhikari 

and Rajib Banerjee. It remains to be seen if 

these leaders, many of who enjoy 

considerable influence at the grassroots 

level, can help in creating a saffron surge. 

 

The battle between Adhikari and 

incumbent CM Mamata Banerjee in the 

Nandigram seat will be one of the contests 

to watch out for. A decade ago, the protest 

against land acquisition in Nandigram was 

one of the key issues that had catapulted 

Banerjee to power in the state. 

 

Up against an aggressive BJP, with PM 

Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister 

having addressed numerous rallies, the 

TMC has tried to adopt the strategy of 

playing up the “insider versus the outsider” 

issue during these polls. The ruling party 

hedged its bets on shoring up the Bengali 

ethnic identity which it claims to fight for 

and seeks to protect from an “imposition 

of an imported culture” from outside the 

state. This has led to bitter contestations 

about Bengal’s cultural heritage, with both 

the TMC and the BJP laying claims to 

icons such as Rabindranath Tagore and 

Subhas Chandra Bose. 

 

Through popular jingles such as ‘Khela 

hobe’, the TMC has tried to portray 

Mamata Banerjee as the lone challenger 

who is fighting against the BJP ministers 

and “compromised central agencies”. The 

BJP, on the other hand, has been relentless 

in its attack on Banerjee’s party, accusing 

the TMC of indulging in large-scale 

corruption and blocking central welfare 

schemes in the state. 

 

After a poll campaign during which barbs 

were exchanged, lives were lost and Covid 

cases escalated in the state, the jury is still 

out on what Bengal has chosen this time. 
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After a lengthy election spanning over a 

month, May 2 could be a long day. 
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Legal News 

26th April,2021 

 Supreme Court may advance 

summer vacation by one week; 

CJI Ramana to consider opening 

COVID care centre with 60 beds 

 

 

The Chief Justice of India, NV 

Ramana has agreed to examine the request 

by Bar members to advance the summer 

vacation of the top court by one week in 

view of the COVID-19 situation in the 

capital, said SCBA President Vikas Singh. 

If the request is accepted by the top court, 

the apex court's summer break is likely to 

start on May 8 and continue till June 27 

with the Court reopening on June 28. 

Senior advocate and SCBA president 

Vikas Singh said that "it has been decided 

in the emergent meeting that instead of 

May 14, the Summer Vacation will now 

commence from May 8 and would end on 

June 27". 

He said that the CJI also approved in 

principle the opening of the COVID care 

centre in the new chamber building of the 

Supreme Court. 

Supreme Court sources clarified that CJI 

Ramana has in principle agreed to place 

the proposal before the full court for a final 

decision, though no official decision has 

been taken yet. 

The development came about after an 

emergency meeting was held by the CJI 

with the representatives of Supreme Court 

Bar Association (SCBA) and Supreme 

Court Advocates on Record Association 

(SCAORA) and Bar Council of India. 

The SCBA and SCAORA have both 

requested the Chief Justice to advance the 

summer vacation in the wake of the 

rampaging second wave of coronavirus 

pandemic. 

The CJI also agreed to consider the request 

to provide a suitable area for establishing 

medical facilities for at least 60 beds and 

other facilities like RT-PCR tests, COVID-

19 vaccination etc. 

 

 



 

30 | P a g e  
 

27th April,2021 

 Karnataka High Court directs 

State to evolve plan for COVID-

19 vaccination of persons with 

benchmark disabilities on 

priority basis 

 

 

By way of an interim direction, the 

Karnataka High Court today directed the 

State government to immediately evolve a 

mechanism for COVID-19 vaccination of 

persons with benchmark disabilities on 

priority basis. 

This apart, a Division Bench of Chief 

Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka and 

Justice Suraj Govindaraj passed the 

following directions: 

 State may consider directing 

District Disability Officer to 

receive requests for vaccination by 

persons with disabilities or their 

caregivers by SMS, email or 

WhatsApp. 

 State to make effective 

arrangements for providing 

vaccination to persons with 

benchmark disabilities by ensuring 

that they are not required to wait in 

queues at vaccination centres. 

 The State shall also consider 

providing door-step vaccination in 

cases of those persons who are 

unable to travel or move owing to 

their disabilities. 

 State to evolve a scheme for 

complying with aforesaid 

directions. 

The Court was hearing a petition seeking 

COVID-19 vaccination for persons with 

disabilities on a priority basis. 

In its order, the Court had further clarified 

that while considering providing COVID-

19 vaccination to persons with benchmark 

disabilities, even caregivers of such 

persons should be given vaccination on 

priority basis. 

The matter will be next heard on May 12, 

when the State shall file a memo informing 

the Court on the steps it has undertaken to 

this end. 
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28th April, 2021 

 Plea in Bombay High Court to 

make COVID-19 vaccine 

available throughout country at 

Rs. 150, stop "organised loot" by 

manufacturers 

 

 

A plea has been moved before the Bombay 

seeking directions to be issued to the 

Central and State governments to ensure 

that vaccine for COVID-19 is supplied at 

the uniform rate of Rs. 150 per dose for 

citizens across the country. 

The plea filed by a Mumbai based lawyer 

Fayzan Khan and his three interns, who are 

law students, alleged that the 

pharmaceutical companies are engaged in 

organised loot and Court's intervention is 

required to protect the national public 

health and to ensure the fundamental right 

to equality and life are 'not left to the 

mercy of the respondent pharmaceutical 

companies. 

Apart from the State and the Central 

governments, the two vaccine 

manufacturing companies, Serum Institute 

of India (SII) and Bharat Biotech have also 

been arraigned as parties to the case. 

The plea further stated that the 

discrimination in cost would mean that 

"BJP led State governments will be 

supplied by the Central government" while 

"non-BJP ruling states will be forced to 

purchase vaccines at higher rate". 

The plea also questioned the propriety of 

asking the State government to compete in 

open market for vaccine procurement with 

Central government and private hospitals. 

This, the plea stated, will lead to an inter-

state competition which would be 

disastrous. 

It is arbitrary, discriminatory and does not 

fall within a state's welfare policy where 

the "Central government is keeping an 

assured quota for itself", it was submitted. 

The plea also suggested that since vaccine 

is an essential commodity, and the 

production should not be left with a private 

company, the governments "possess all 

powers to acquire the entire establishment 

with the employees" for production, 

distribution of vaccine at reasonable costs 

in the event the companies refuse to act 

fairly. 

The plea prayed for quashing the 

differential costs for COVID vaccines 
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declared by SII and Bharat Biotech "with 

further direction to the Central 

government, State government to take 

all the steps ensuring the availability of 

the “COVID-19 vaccine” at uniform 

rate of Rs. 150/- per dose for the citizen 

by exercising powers under National 

Disaster Management Act, 2005, 

Essential Commodities Act and 

sovereign powers to achieve the goal of 

complete vaccination." 

29th April, 2021  

 Plea in Supreme Court seeks 

revival of ration scheme for 8 

crore migrant labourers, 

transport facility to return home. 

Activists Harsh Mander, Anjali Bhardwaj 

and Jagdeep Chhokar have moved an 

urgent application before the Supreme 

Court seeking directions to ensure the 

migrant and stranded labourers are not 

deprived of ration and food security and 

are able to travel back to their homes at 

nominal cost. 

The applicants contended that even though 

States have been imposing decentralised 

COVID-19 curfews and lockdowns more 

cautiously this year, "they have offered 

little welfare support to working classes 

and migrants whose livelihoods are at sea 

once again." 

The application filed in the 2020 suo motu 

case by Advocate Prashant 

Bhushan sought directions to the Central 

government to resume its scheme of 

providing dry rations under the Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat scheme to all 8 crore 

migrant labourers who are not covered 

under the National Food Security Act 

(NFSA) or State PDS cards and were 

identified under the said scheme last year. 

The application stated that the scheme was 

started last year after the migrant crisis 

escalated but was kept operational only for 

two months till June, 2020, and was 

discontinued thereafter. 

The activists urged the top court to direct 

the Central and the State governments to 

provide free cooked food through 

networks of community kitchens, hunger 

relief and feeding centres especially at 

places where distressed migrant workers 

are congregating such as industrial areas, 

homeless shelters, bus stations, train 

stations and other areas to ensure no one 

remains hungry. 
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The applicants urged the top court to direct 

Centre and States to place in the public 

domain details of the social and food 

security schemes put in place for providing 

relief to migrant works and ensure wide 

publicity to the same in such form 

including setting up of time-bound 

grievance redressal mechanisms. 

30th April,2021 

 Even USA is giving vaccines at 

lesser price, why should our 

citizens pay so much? Supreme 

Court questions COVID-19 

vaccine pricing policy 

The Supreme Court on Friday disapproved 

of the Central government's COVID-19 

vaccine pricing and procurement policy, 

remarking that vaccines which states have 

to procure are overpriced. 

A three-judge Bench of Justices DY 

Chandrachud, L Nageswara 

Rao and Ravindra Bhat did not pass any 

binding directions or order in this regard, 

but asked the Centre to examine the issue 

religiously. 

Rules 19 and 20 of the Drugs Price 

Control Order require the Centre to control 

the price of drugs, he added. 

The Court made the remarks while hearing 

the suo motu case initiated by it to 

examine issues relating to COVID-19 

management in the country. 

Justice Bhat stressed on the significance of 

cooperative federalism, stating that this is 

a public health emergency. 

He also asked whether the Central 

government considered invoking Section 

92 of Patents Act and issuing compulsory 

licenses so that drugs can be manufactured 

while royalties are sorted. 

"Compulsory licenses can be granted with 

sunset clause which shows that such 

licenses will be over once the pandemic is 

over. Doha Declaration of TRIPS show 

that member states can take such steps to 

protect right of public health," he said. 
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1st May,2021 

 Prohibition of Child Marriage 

Act does not differentiate on 

basis of religion: Punjab & 

Haryana High Court 

 

 

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 

does not differentiate on the basis of 

religion as regards commission of any 

offences punishable under the Act, the 

Punjab & Haryana High Court recently 

held . 

Thus, even though as per the Muslim 

Personal law, a valid marriage can be 

contracted between the parties upon 

attaining the age of puberty, there is no 

such special treatment afforded by the 

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act. 

However, as per the judgment of the 

Supreme Court in Hardev Singh vs. 

Harpreet Kaur [2020 (1) RCR (Criminal)], 

if a girl/woman is above marriageable age 

in terms of that Act (above 18 years), no 

offence punishable under the provisions of 

that Act would be made out, the Court 

clarified. 

It, therefore, ordered that protection be 

provided to an inter-faith couple, the girl 

being above the marriageable age of 18 as 

per the Act though the boy was below the 

marriageable age. 

One of the petitioners Azim Khan, was 

admittedly below the legally marriageable 

age in terms of the Act of 2006. 

The petitioners stated that neither were 

they in any prohibited relationship to each 

other, nor were either of them married 

earlier. 

Consequently, since protection of life and 

liberty is a fundamental right of every 

citizen under Article 21 of the Constitution 

of India, Justice Amol Rattan 

Singh directed the Senior Superintendent 

of Police, Fatehgarh Sahib and the Station 

House Officer Police Station Mandi 

Gobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib, to 

ensure that the lives and liberty of the 

petitioners are not put to any harm or 

threat at the hands of their family. 

However, the Court added that if upon 

verification of the certificates, the age of 

petitioner Jaspreet is found to be actually 

below 18 years of age, this order would 

not prohibit proceedings under the 

provisions of the Act. 
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Further, it was made clear that if any of the 

averments made in the petition are found 

to be incorrect, specifically with regard to 

either the petitioners being in any 

prohibited relationship to each other, or as 

regards their previous marital status, the 

shall not be construed to be a bar on 

proceedings initiated as per law. 

HC relied upon the Supreme Court 

judgment in Hardev Singh versus Harpreet 

Kaur case, in which it was held that if a 

girl/woman is above marriageable age in 

terms of that Act (above 18 years), no 

offence punishable under the provisions of 

that Act would be made out. 

HC observed that since protection of life 

and liberty is a fundamental right of every 

citizen under Article 21 of the 

Constitution, this petition is disposed of 

with a direction to the SSP Fatehgarh 

Sahib to ensure that the lives and liberty of 

the petitioners are not put to any harm or 

threat at the hands of their families. The 

HC also made it clear that if upon 

verification, the age of girl is found to be 

actually below 18, this order shall not 

prohibit the authorities to initiate 

proceedings under the provisions of the 

Prohibition of Child Marriages Act of 

2006. 
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Banking and Financial News 

26th April, 2021 

 India’s Insolvency Tribunal cases 

shows some delay because of 

covid spikes: 

India’s Insolvency  Tribunal are hearing 

only cases of highly risked because of the 

spikes of covid. The death of a judge in 

National Company Law Tribunal in Delhi. 

These rising infections among members 

have shocked the fraternity. These 

situations amounts to some delay in filing 

the IBC cases because of this present 

situation of India which is Struggling 

against the second wave of corona 

pandemic. This second wave affects the 

infections and shortage of medical oxygen, 

beds and ICUs which lads patients 

succumbing to these infections.  

Therefore, across the India, only urgent 

cases were about to heard from 20 April 

which was decided by the NCLT benches, 

said by insolvency lawyers.  

Faisal Sherwani who  is a partner at law 

firm L&L partners said that Judicial 

Forum which is now going to solves the 

cases which are highly risked to address 

and to overcome the pandemic situation. 

And also mentioned that in constitutional 

cases most of the cases were   sended to 

insolvency tribunal would not qualify for 

urgent hearing and waiting for another six 

months.  

Out of 2422 IBC cases which were 

concluded at the tribunals a staggering of 

1126 we’re through Liquidation which 

only 317 had a successful resolution plan 

as on 31 December.  

27th April, 2021  

 RBI said to conduct customer 

satisfaction survey: 

Reserve Bank of India decided to conduct 

a customer satisfaction survey that to 

check whether the customers were 

satisfied with the services which were 

provided by their required banks.  
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The choice before the customers have 

some of the options like strongly agree, 

agree, neutral, disagree, strongly disagree. 

These survey was provided to almost of 

total 20,000 respondents from 21 states 

including Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

West Bengal, Tamilnadu, Bihar, 

Karnataka.  

This survey includes of about 22 

questions. These survey also includes a set 

of 4 Question which were prepared 

separately for assessing customers service 

which the customers were about to merged 

with other banks in the year of 2019 & 

2020. 

Among Public Sector banks, Dena banks 

and Vijayawada bank were merged with 

Bank of Baroda, Syndicate Bank with 

Canara Bank, Allahabad Bank with India 

Bank. And the questions were related as “I 

faced problem in the following products / 

services/ areas and The nature of problem I 

faced in the products, services, areas.  

The RBI will provide the contact numbers 

of the customers if banks branches which 

were from 21 states. The selected agency 

will have to complete the survey and they 

have to submit the report to the RBI by 

June 22,2021.These questions were framed 

to capture customers experience from their 

banks.  

 

28th April, 2021 

 Reserve Bank of India issues 

guidelines for appointment of 

SCAs/SAs, NBFCs: 

On Tuesday, Reserve Bank of India issued 

guidelines for appointment of Statutory 

auditors of banks and Non Banking 

Finance Companies. These guidelines will 

be applicable from the financial year 2021-

2022 onwards.  

              These guidelines includes 

instructions like appointment if Statutory 

auditors, the number of auditors, the 

numbers of audits and their eligibility 

criteria, tenure and their promotions etc. 

These guidelines said that the UCBs have 

to take permission and get approval from 

Reserve Bank of India for the appointment 

of SCAs Or SAs on yearly basis.  

And these entities may finalise the work 

allocation among SCAs /SAs before the 

commencement of the statutory audit, in 

consultation with their SCAs  and SAs.  

And these guidelines further includes the 

entities will have to appoint the SCAs 

andSAs for the continuation of the period 

about 3 years this was implemented  to 

protect the freedom and the working 

session of the auditors and audit firms.  

These guidelines are issued under Section 

30(1A) of Banking Regulation Act, 
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1949.Section 10(1) of the Banking 

Companies Act 1970. And NBFCs doesn’t 

have any prior permission of Reserve Bank 

of India for SCAs and SAs appointment 

for entities with an asset size of about Rs. 

15,000 crore as at the end of previous year.  

29th April, 2021 

 Penalty was imposed by RBI to 

Himachal Pradesh State 

Cooperative Bank about 40 

lakhs: 

The penalty has been imposed by the 

Reserve Bank of India on Himachal 

Pradesh State Cooperative Bank. These 

penalty is for noncompliance with certain 

regulatory directions issued by the 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development.  

On Tuesday a certain guidelines was given 

by the Reserve Bank of India that which 

were issued by National Bank for 

Agriculture and Rural Development which 

contains the guidelines related to 

monitoring and Reporting System  for 

Reviewing of frauds.  

          It was explained the Bank’s 

Financial position which was given by the 

Inspection Report that it has examined all 

the related information about the frauds 

reporting their compliance directions etc.  

Himachal Pradesh state Cooperative Bank 

has issued a notice , after it was 

considering the Bank’s reply to the notice 

and oral submission in the personal 

hearing. RBI said that the notice was 

warranted imposition of monetary penalty. 

And the regulatory compliance and which 

is not intended to pronounce upon the 

validity of any transaction or agreement 

entered into banks with its customers.  

These penalty has been imposed for non 

compliance with regulatory directions 

issued by National Bank for Agriculture 

and Rural Development.  
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April 30th,2021 

 Supreme Court said, RBI to 

impart all the Financial 

information regarding Banks: 

On Wednesday, Supreme Court revived 

it’s decision which it was given in 2015, 

about the banking system, that it is 

necessary to disclose all the Financial 

information regarding private and public 

banks  which was given to Reserve Bank 

of India. This was mentioned under the 

Right to Information Act. The Supreme 

Court also directed Reserve Bank of India 

to release their annual inspection reports.  

 The Court dismissed a joint please filed 

by the centre and 10 other banks. It was 

the duty of the RBI to uphold public 

interest at large and the depositors, 

economy and the banking sector.  

A bench of L. Nageshwar Rao and Vineet 

saran has taken an attempt to review it’s 

judgement which it has given in 2015. It 

was asked to provide all the information 

related to Non performing assets, losses 

from trading operation and all the notices 

and all the fines which were  imposed by  

Reserve Bank of India.  

These application are not maintainable and 

these miscellaneous application are 

dismissed. These application of recall were 

filed by the  State Bank of India, Punjab 

National Bank, HDFC Bank, Bank of 

India, Canara Bank, Indian Bank etc. 

 It added that all the baseless argument of 

RBI that the disclosure would hurt the 

economic interest of country which is 

totally misconvienced.  

1st May,2021 

 RBI Governor conducted a 

meeting with CEO’s and 

managing directors of Small 

Finance Banks: 

On Friday, the Governor of Reserve Bank 

of India Shaktikanta Das conducted a 

meeting with CEOs and all managing 

directors of Small Finance Banks to gauge 

the potential stress on balance sheets on 

backdrop of rising Covid 19 cases and the 

lockdown system.  
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 According to the some of the statements 

which were released by the Central Bank 

about the trending economic situation and 

credit flows of borrowers and all the liquid 

scenario. Das explained about the 

important role of Small Finance Banks in 

delivery credit and other Financial services 

to individual and to all business persons of 

all Small sectors. He given certain 

suggestions that to attract certain attention 

from the customers and to improve the 

grievance redressal , it should have to take 

certain Strengthening of IT systems 

according to the interest of customers.  

A lot of discussion had covered around 

assessing liquid scenario for Banks and 

making an assessment of bad assets 

emerging from currents economic 

situation. Governor also advised Banks to 

pay focused attention. The meeting was 

also attended by Deputy Governor M. K. 

Jain, M. D. Patra , M. Rajeshwar Rao and 

other senior official’s of Reserve Bank of 

India.  
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Economic News 

28th April, 2021 

 India, Japan And Australia 

Launches Supply Chain to 

Counter China. 

 

In a move to counter China’s dominance 

of supply chain in the Indo-pacific region, 

trade ministers of India, Japan and 

Australia on Tuesday, Formally launched 

the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative 

SCRI in a virtual trilateral ministerial 

meeting. The trade ministers first met in 

September last year to explore the 

possibility of supply chain initiative. 

Supply chain 

Global supply chains are complex beasts. 

They are multi-tiered, multi-dimensional 

ecosystems of intimately related parts that 

allow lean, just-in-time manufacturing, and 

delivery models. This complexity gives 

rise to supply chain vulnerabilities as 

threats, such as natural disasters, accidents, 

trade wars, and cyber attacks that grow in 

frequency and severity. 

Supply chain Resilience; 

Supply chain resilience is a supply chain’s 

ability to be prepared for unexpected risk 

events. If you have a resilient supply 

chain, you can manage to respond and 

recover quickly to these disruptions by 

returning to the original situation or by 

moving to, A new, more desirable state in 

order to increase customer service, market 

share and financial performance. 

Aim of SCRI 

The SCRI aims to create a virtuous cycle 

of enhancing supply chain resilience with a 

view to eventually attaining strong, 

sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth 

in the region. The ministers consented that 

expansion of the SCRI may be considered 

based on consensus, if needed, in due 

course. 

29th April, 2021 

 25 New Remdesivir Plants 

Approved: Government 
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The government is working hard to 

enhance the production of antiviral drug 

Remdesivir to 3 lakh vials per day to 

improve supply amid a surge in COVID-

19 cases across the country, Minister of 

State for Chemicals and Fertilisers 

Mansukh L Mandaviya said of Friday. 

With a massive spike in COVID-19 cases, 

demand for Remdesivir has gone up 

manifold in the country. 

Since 12th April, 25 new manufacturing 

sites for #Remdesivir’s production have 

been approved. Production capacity is now 

ramped up to 90 lakhs vials per month, 

earlier it was 40 lakhs vials per month, 

Mandaviya tweeted. 

The government is monitoring the 

situation on a daily bases and doing all that 

needs to be done to increase the supply of 

the drug in the country, he added. 

Why There is A Shortage? 

For two three months this year, remdesivir 

production was negligible or nil. Last 

December, several suppliers and 

manufacturers were left with huge 

stockpiles. They had anticipated sales and 

scaled up production, but a drop in Covid 

cases in November-December reduced 

demand.  

 

 

30th April,2021 

 Rbi To Conduct Consumer 

Confidence Survey 

The RBI said it aims at capturing 

subjective assessments on price 

movements and inflation of approximately 

6,000 households, based on their 

individual consumption. On Wednesday, 

the Reserve Bank announced the latest 

rounds of survey of households’ to be 

conducted to capture inflation expectations 

and consumer confidence, which provides 

useful inputs for its monetary policy. 

Monetary policy is the macroeconomic 

policy laid down by the central bank. It 

involves management of money supply 

and interest rate and is the demand side 

economic policy used by the government 

of a country to achieve macroeconomic 

objectives like inflation, consumption, 

growth and liquidity. 

The survey was named Inflation 

expectations survey of households’ 

(IESH), which shall be launched in May, 
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2021. This round of survey aims at 

capturing around 6,000 households and 

across 18 cities. The survey will take the 

qualitative and quantitative responses from 

each household for three months ahead and 

one year ahead as well. 

The cities include major big cities like 

Bengaluru, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Bhopal, 

Chandigarh, etc. The Consumer 

Confidence Survey (CCS) seeks 

qualitative responses from households, 

regarding their sentiments on general 

economic situation, employment scenario, 

price level, households’ income and 

spending. Instead of regular personal 

conversation, the agency appointed will 

use telephone as a means of 

communication. 

The next meeting for the same is to be held 

on 2nd - 4th of June, 2021 by the Monetary 

Policy Committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st May, 2021 

 Zomatofiles For $1.1 Billion Ipo 

 

Online restaurant discovery and food 

delivery platform Zomato Wednesday filed 

a draft red-herring prospectus with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 

India(SEBI) for a Rs 8,250 crore initial 

public offering(IPO), In what is the first 

major offering by an Indian consumer 

internet company is several years. 

Initial public offering is the process by 

which a private company can go public by 

sale of its stocks to general public. A 

company offering its shares to the public is 

not obliged to repay the capital to public 

investors. 

When Will Zomato’s Ipo Be Announced 

Given that DRHP was filed with SEBI on 

Wednesday, it will take up to two weeks 

before the securities watchdog reviews the 
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filings. Howerver, once that process is 

over, the launch of the offering will 

depend on market conditions. 

The company has been on of the biggest 

startup success stories to emerge out of 

India over the past decade along with its 

chief rival Swiggy, Flipkart etc. Dealers in 

the grey market, or the unofficial market 

for trading in unlisted shares, said the 

company could by valued at more than Rs 

53,000crore, which will make it larger than 

one-third of the companies that are part of 

the Nifty50 Index. 

 Second Wave In India, A Threat 

To Global Economy 

India is observing the second and most 

deadly wave of Covid-19, which is not 

only a threat to Indian Economy but also 

to the World Economy. India is struck 

between the surging cases and absolutely 

high death tolls, where other countries 

were surviving the fit of second wave, 

India was trying to revive its Economy. 

Though amidst this we neglected the 

health, which is deteriorating the Economy 

grievously. 

The Economy was not even able to revive 

that another wave of lockdown and closure 

started. And this is nothing, but the result 

of sheer negligence of health protocol and 

safety measures for public at-large. The 

grand rallies and political issues lead to a 

very uncertain and dwindling economy, 

yet again. 

India is the fifth largest Economy in the 

world and contributes a major share in the 

world economic growth. India’s growth 

rate downgraded to 10% in 2020, where as 

World’s growth rate saw a downfall of 4%. 

It was expected to rebound all of these 

down fall in 2021,but with the increasing 

cases ad crisis in India, it’s not expected 

for both world and India to come out of 

this year with the victory. 

Isolation being another source for downfall 

in the world economy, as the borders are 

getting shut for India. But, looking at the 

size and major role India play in 

import/export, it is practically impossible 

for the complete closure. Preventing the 

new variant virus from entering the border 

of different countries, it is very important 

to impose travel restriction and strict 

quarantines. Now, this is the bad news for 
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all the airlines, airports and business 

related to this. 

India in this crisis, was producing the 

major 70% portion of the Vaccines, 

looking at the present scenario, it’s sure 

that either these orders have been called 

off or postponed. Also, India is presently 

very high on the scale of pharmacy 

products, as it’s on the 3rd position in 

World. Which gives a major setback to the 

world. And leaves just another dent on 

Indian Economy. 

If for instance precautions are taken and 

people become cautious, maybe, major 

defect to the Economy decrease. 

Otherwise, another notable decrease in 

GDP will be seen. 



 


