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FOREWORD 

 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other group, except, 

of course, poets and novelists. The difference is that while the latter has usually been admired 

for their writing, the public has almost always damned lawyers and judges for theirs. If this 

state of affairs has changed in recent times, it is only in that many lawyers and judges have 

now joined the rest of the world is complaining about the quality of legal prose.  My best 

wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavors.  

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavors. My best wishes 

and assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge after reading this 

Judiciary notes. It’s not just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who has an interest in the 

field of law. 

 

                                                                                              - By Vrinda Khanna, Associate,  

                                                                                                All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in  the 

Earth, May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there  be 

Peace in the Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there  be 

Peace in all the human beings, May there be Peace in All.  

 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.  

 

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and 

oldest social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the 

civilization. Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace 

and harmony in the family are important for the all-round development of children. This 

Compilation of Judiciary notes by All India Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about desired 

sensitivity in all duty holders. We’re glad to be a part of the All India Forum. Here’s an 

introduction to my team:  

 

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar  

 

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman  

 

Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna  

 

Manager: Deb Zyoti Das  

 

Researchers:  

 

Elamathy. S  

 

Yash Sharma  

 

Aastha Miglani  

 

Editor: Srabana Dutta 
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INTERNATIONAL SPORTS NEWS 

1. INDIA APPEARS TO HOLD THE EDGE: 

With the five-match series level 1-1, India and South Africa will strive to defy the 

conditions in the third One-Day International at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana 

Stadium. ‘Hard to score in the morning, and tough to take wickets in the afternoon’, 

has been the trend so far. 

THE CHALLENGE: 

● The challenge would be putting up a competitive total, as the moist conditions 

have compelled captains to opt to bowl. The early moisture and the heat later 

in the day are distinct factors dictating the flow of the matches. 

● With a lot more discipline in shot selection, the Indian team looks to be better 

equipped to handle the situation, even though South Africa may also be 

entertaining similar thoughts. The return of medium-pacer Mansi Joshi, in the 

place of the gentle left-arm pace of Monica Patel, and the nippy bowling of the 

tall Jhulan Goswami has let a menacing look to the Indian attack. 

● While the second match saw the ball swing appreciably in the morning, there 

could be some spin in the strip to be rolled out for the third match. South 

Africa captain Sune Luus was quoted as saying that the team could come up 

with a better performance by handling the first 10 or 15 over’s with more 

caution.  

2. THE RIGHT PREPARATION FOR WORLD CUP: 

● England captain expects team to gain from the Indian experience. 

● England T20 captain Eoin Morgan says the five-match series will stand his 

team in good stead for the ICC T20 World Cup to be held in India later this 

year. 

● “We’re playing against one of the best sides in the World. The perfect scenario 

would be to learn a huge amount from this series, and they have the time to 

improve before the World Cup begins. 

3. MARIN TOO GOOD FOR SIDHU: 

● Carolina Marin outplayed P.V.Sindhu 21-12, 21-5 in a lop-sided women’s 

final of the Swiss Open Super 300 tournament. In a match the lasted just 35 

minutes, the Spaniard dictated terms right from the start. The 25 year old 
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Indian couldn’t handle the speed and accuracy of her opponent and went down 

rather tamely. It was Sindhu third successive loss to Marin. 

● Sindhu will next compete at the $850,000 All England Championships, a 

super 1000 event, from March 17 to 21. 

4. NAOMI OSAKA PROUD OF WORK BEING DONE ON GENDER 

EQUALITY 

● Naomi Osaka, who is looking forward to taking part in her first Olympic 

Games after her fourth Grand Slam win at the Australian Open last month, is 

particularly proud of the work being done on promoting gender equality at the 

upcoming Tokyo Olympic G. Image Source: IANS News  

● TOKYO, MARCH 11 : Naomi Osaka, who is looking forward to taking part in 

her first Olympic Games after her fourth Grand Slam win at the Australian 

Open last month, is particularly proud of the work being done on promoting 

gender equality at the upcoming Tokyo Olympic Games. 

● As Japanese player Naomi prepares to compete on home soil, she talks about 

the recent appointment of Seiko Hashimoto at the head of the Tokyo 2020 

organising committee, and the importance of having women in leadership 

positions. 

● "This is such an important moment for Japanese women, and women around 

the world; and I hope it's an inspiration to a young girl with big dreams to 

know that anything is possible," she says in an interview posted on the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) website. 

● "One of my main passions away from the court is to support and empower 

young people around the globe," she says. 

● Naomi says she has launched an academy to empower girls. 

● "With the support of some of my sponsors, I've launched the Naomi Osaka 

Play Academy - an initiative that aims to change girls' lives through play and 

sport, starting in Tokyo - because I know how impactful role models were to 

me when I was a young athlete finding my way," he says. 

● "I watched my idols from afar, either in the stands or on TV, and now 

knowing that a young girl may look up to me is an honour and one I don't take 

lightly. I want to be there in any way I can to help show young women (and 

men) that they have support." While the likes of Osaka have an important role 
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to play both on and off the field of play, the drive to promote and create 

gender equality in sport is not just limited to athletes. These moves to support 

women in leadership positions are wholly encouraged by Osaka, who is 

inspired by such women in her own life. 

● "I love seeing women in leadership roles like Kamala Harris and Michelle 

Obama," she says. 

● "In sport I've seen progress too, with women involved in various positions 

even in men's sport, like Kim Ng, who is now the General Manager of the 

Miami Marlins. Then you have myself and Serena [Williams] as owners of 

NWSL [National Women's Soccer League] teams - so I hope these kinds of 

leadership positions inspire the next generation of women and reflect some 

level of progress and change." 

5. ITF WOMEN’S TENNIS: RUTUJA, VAIDEHII, ZEEL IN QUARTERS: 

● Three Indians -- fourth seed Rutuja Bhosale, seventh seed Zeel Desai, and 

wildcard Viadehi Chaudhari -- entered the singles quarterfinals of the $25000 ITF 

WTT Cup Tennis Championships on Thursday.. Image Source: IANS News  

● PUNE, MARCH 11 : Three Indians -- fourth seed Rutuja Bhosale, seventh seed 

Zeel Desai, and wildcard Viadehi Chaudhari -- entered the singles quarterfinals of 

the $25000 ITF WTT Cup Tennis Championships on Thursday. 

● In the second round matches played, local favourite Rutuja ended the good run of 

qualifier Sravya Shivani Chilakalapudi 6-1, 6-3 in one hour 10 minutes. Seventh 

seeded Zeel Desai continued to impress as she came back from the loss of first set 

to end the challenge of Fed Cup player Sowjanya Bavisetti 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 in a 2 

hour 17 minutes battle. 

● Vaidehi Chaudhari justified the organisers faith in awarding her a wild card 

stopping giant killer Soha Sadiq 6-4, 6-2 and enter her first quarterfinals at this 

level. 

● In other matches, third seeded Laura Pigossi of Brazil but settled in Spain 

outplayed qualifier Nidhi Chilumula 6-0, 6-3. 

● Seasoned sixth seeded Emily Webley-Smith of Great Britain tackled a young 

Jasmin Jebawy of Germany 6-4, 6-3. 

● Eighth seeded and former top 100 player Irina Khromacheva proved a bit strong 

for Mihika Yadav securing a 6-2, 6-2 win while second seeded Miriam Bianca 
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Bulgaru Romania served out Ramya Natarajan 6-3, 6-1. Fifth seeded Marianna 

Zakarlyuk of Ukraine didn't spend much time on the court as her opponent Pia 

Lovric Slovenia Conceded with the scores being 3-1. 

6. WRESTLER SUSHIL KUMAR RE-ELECTED SGFI PRESIDENT AGAIN 

● Mumbai: Indian wrestler Sushil Kumar during the launch of Indian cricket player 

Yuvraj Singhs clothing brand YWC designed by fashion designers Shantanu and 

Nikhil, in Mumbai, on Sep 3, 2016. The royalties from the sale will support 

YouWeCan, a NGO fo. Image Source: IANS News  

● NEW DELHI, MARCH 10 : Double Olympic medallist Sushil Kumar has been re-

elected president of the School games Federation of India (SGFI) in the elections 

conducted under the supervision of retired Supreme Court Judge BS Mathur. 

● According to results sheet (Form 13), signed by Justice Mathur, Vijay Santan has 

been elected secretary and Surendra Singh Bhati treasurer, besides Sushil. Eight 

vice-presidents, eight join secretaries, and six executive members have also been 

elected. 

● Sushil, has still not retired from wrestling, polled 54 votes, Santan 24, and Bhati 

38. The result sheet did not mention the total number of voters. 

● Earlier, SGFI elations were held in Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu, on December 29 

and 30, uner the supervision of retired judge Syed Jafar Husain, the returning 

officer. According to the results of those elections posted on the SGFI website, V. 

Ranjith Kumar was elected president, Alok Khare secretary general, Mukhteh 

Singh Badesha treasurer, and Dr. Rajesh Mishra SGFI CEO. 

● But the sports ministry declared the elections null and void, saying they were not 

conducted as per rules of the Sports Code 2011. 

● Sushil, who was heading the SGFI at the time of the December elections, claimed 

that he had no say in the appointment of the returning officer, something he was 

entitled to. It was said that the then secretary general, Rajesh Mishra, had 

appointed the returning officer without taking Sushil into confidence. 
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US ACCUSED OF BLOCKING SOUTH KOREA FROM UNFREEZING IRANIAN 

ASSETS 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif accused the US of following former 

President Donald Trump's "failed policy" on Iran, after American officials stated 

unwillingness to authorise South Korea to unfreeze Iranian assets. 

"The US claims that it favours diplomacy, not Trump's failed policy of maximum pressure. 

Yet (State) Secretary (Antony) Blinken boasts about blocking Korea from transferring our 

own money to the Swiss (financial) channel - only used for food and medicines," Zarif 

tweeted on Thursday. 

"Repeating the same policy won't yield new results," he added. 

On Wednesday, Blinken dismissed media reports about South Korea transferring $1 billion of 

Iranian assets to Tehran as "relief" before it "comes back into compliance" with the 2015 

nuclear agreement, Xinhua news agency reported. 

Iran has repeatedly urged South Korea to provide access to its assets of about $7 billion 

dollars, which has been blocked by the country's banks on account of US sanctions imposed 

on Iran after Washington unilaterally withdrew from the nuclear deal in 2018. 

MYANMAR JUNTA KILLS MORE PROTESTERS, ADDS AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

ACCUSATION 

Myanmar's security forces shot to death at least 10 people protesting the military's coup 

Thursday, spurning a UN Security Council appeal to stop using lethal force and as an 

independent UN expert cited growing evidence of crimes against humanity. 

The military also lodged a new allegation against the deposed government leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi, alleging that in 2017-18 she was illegally given USD 600,000 and gold bars worth 

slightly less by a political ally. She and President Win Myint have been detained on less 

serious allegations and the new accusation was clearly aimed at discrediting Suu Kyi and 

perhaps charging her with a serious crime. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/south-korea
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/south-korea
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/iran
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/south-korea
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/iran
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coup
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coup
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Military spokesman Brig. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said at a news conference in the capital that 

former Yangon Division Chief Minister Phyo Min Thein had admitted giving the money and 

gold to Suu Kyi, but presented no evidence. 

Myanmar has been roiled by protests, strikes and other acts of civil disobedience since the 

coup toppled Suu Kyi's government Feb. 1 just as it was to start its second term. The takeover 

reversed years of slow progress toward democracy in the Southeast Asian nation after five 

decades of military rule. 

Local press reports and posts on social media on Thursday said there were six deaths in 

Myaing, a town in the central Magway Region, and one each in Yangon, Mandalay, Bago 

and Taungoo. In many cases, photos of what were said to be the bodies of the dead were 

posted online. 

Security forces have attacked previous protests with live ammunition as well, leading to the 

deaths of at least 60 people. They have also employed tear gas, rubber bullets, water cannons 

and stun grenades. Many demonstrators have been brutally beaten. 

On Wednesday, the UN Security Council unanimously called for reversing the coup and 

strongly condemned the violence against peaceful protesters. It also called for utmost 

restraint by the military. 

An independent UN rights expert focusing on Myanmar told the the UN-backed Human 

Rights Council on Thursday that violence against protesters and even people sitting 

peacefully in their homes was rising. He said the junta was detaining dozens, sometimes 

hundreds, of people every day. 

Thomas Andrews, a former US lawmaker, also pointed to growing evidence of crimes against 

humanity being committed by security forces, citing murder, enforced disappearance, 

persecution, torture and imprisonment against basic rules of international law. He 

acknowledged a formal determination requires a full investigation and trial. He is working 

under a mandate from the council and does not speak for the UN. 

The human rights group Amnesty International on Thursday issued a report saying 

Myanmar's military is using increasingly lethal tactics and weapons normally seen on the 

battlefield against peaceful protesters and bystanders across the country. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/myanmar
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coup
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coup
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/myanmar
https://www.business-standard.com/international
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The London-based group said its examination of more than 50 videos from the crackdown 

confirmed that security forces appear to be implementing planned, systematic strategies 

including the ramped-up use of lethal force. Many of the killings documented amount to 

extrajudicial executions. 

These are not the actions of overwhelmed, individual officers making poor decisions. These 

are unrepentant commanders already implicated in crimes against humanity, deploying their 

troops and murderous methods in the open, Joanne Mariner, its director of crisis response, 

said in a statement. 

As widespread street protests against the coup continue, the junta is facing a new challenge 

from the country's ethnic guerrilla forces, which until recently had limited themselves to 

verbal denunciations of last month's coup. 

Reports from Kachin, the northernmost state, said guerrilla forces from the Kachin ethnic 

minority attacked a government base on Thursday and were in turn attacked. The armed wing 

of the Kachin political movement is the Kachin Independence Army, or KIA. 

This morning in Hpakant township, the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO/KIA) 

attacked a military council battalion based in Sezin village, and the KIO/KIA's Hpakant-

based 9th Brigade and 26 battalions were attacked by helicopter. Both sides are still 

investigating, The 74 Media reported on Twitter. 

A Facebook page for the Kachin Liberation Media said the KIA had overrun the government 

outpost and seized ammunition. It warned the government against using lethal force to break 

up anti-coup protests in the Kachin capital, Myitkyina, where two demonstrators were killed 

this week. 

The reports could not be independently confirmed, and ethnic guerrilla armies as well as the 

government often release exaggerated information. However, even after making such an 

announcement amounts to a sharp warning to the government. 

The Kachin actions come a few days after another ethnic guerrilla force belonging to the 

Karen minority announced it would protect demonstrators in territory it controlled. The 

Karen National Union deployed armed combatants to guard a protest in Myanmar's 

southeastern Tanintharyi Region. 
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Myanmar has more than a dozen ethnic guerrilla armies, mostly in border areas, a legacy of 

decades-old struggles for greater autonomy from the central government. Many have formal 

or informal cease-fire agreements with the government, but armed clashes still occur. 

There has been speculation that some ethnic groups could form a de facto alliance with the 

protest movement to pressure the government. 

US: VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS SPEAKS WITH WTO DIRECTOR 

GENERAL 

 

US Vice President Kamala Harris on Thursday spoke over phone with Director General of 

the World Trade Organization Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala during which they discussed the need 

for reforms within the WTO to maximize its effectiveness for the future. 

"l spoke with WTO Director General Dr Okonjo-Iweala. We agreed to advancing 

international trade for recovery and equitable economic growth. We discussed human rights, 

investing in the environment, health, and technology to spur development and prosperity for 

the American people," Harris said in a tweet. 

During the call, Harris congratulated the director general and offered her strong support as 

the global community works toward recovery from the devastating impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

They committed to work together to address the economic and health consequences of 

COVID-19 and climate change, and to prioritize resilience in the global supply chain. 

"The Vice President and the director general agreed on the importance of using trade to 

promote equity and economic growth. They discussed how improved living standards, labour 

rights, human rights, and the well-being of working families must be at the center of our 

shared priorities to use trade as a lever to lift communities out of poverty," the White House 

said in a readout of the call. 

"They also discussed the need for reforms within the World Trade Organization to maximize 

its effectiveness for the future. The vice president highlighted the priority of the United States 

to invest in health and technology as engines for growth and to advance sustainable 

development," the White House said. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/myanmar
https://www.business-standard.com/about/who-is-kamala-harris
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/wto
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/wto
https://www.business-standard.com/international
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Harris and Okonjo-Iweala committed to work closely together to accelerate momentum in the 

global economy for the benefit of all. 

CHINA'S 1ST POTENTIAL TARGET IS TAIWAN, SAYS US INDO-PACIFIC 

COMMAND CHIEF 

According to Focus Taiwan, Philip Davidson, commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command, made the comments in response to questions from Republican lawmaker Scott 

DesJarlais during a House Armed Services Committee hearing on national security 

challenges on Wednesday, including what he considers to be the most likely target of Chinese 

aggression or military action in the next 5 to 10 years. 

"Given what they've said both publicly and over time, and certainly during the tenure of 

Chairman Xi Jinping, I would say Taiwan is the first," Davidson said. 

On Tuesday, the commander said that Beijing's threats toward Taiwan could manifest in the 

next six years as China seeks to supplant the U.S. leadership role in the international order. 

Focus Taiwan further reported that the US Commander was also asked to express his views 

on how cross-Taiwan Strait relations have evolved over the past three years during his tenure 

as commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. 

He responded that China's revocation of its "one country, two systems" approach in Hong 

Kong alarmed Taiwan to an extent that during Taiwan's 2019 legislative elections, both the 

Democratic Progressive Party and the Kuomintang had to voice their opposition to the "one 

country, two systems" approach. 

"So it has steeled, I think, Taiwan's status in the region and I think all other nations in the 

region as well have noticed a very pernicious approach that China took to Hong Kong and 

that has put a chill on many relationships as well," Davidson said. 

David F. Helvey, acting assistant secretary of defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, said 

the future of the U.S. is inextricably linked to that of the Indo-Pacific region. 

"As our department's priority theater, we're committed to upholding a free and open Indo-

Pacific region where all nations, large and small, are secure in their sovereignty, can pursue 

economic opportunity and resolve disputes without coercion, and can exercise the freedoms 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/taiwan
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/taiwan
https://www.business-standard.com/international
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/taiwan
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of navigation over flight, consistent with an open and stable international order," Helvey 

explained. 

The White House on Monday said that Washington will continue to contribute to Taiwan's 

self-defence capabilities. 

"Our position on Taiwan remains clear. We will stand with friends and allies to advanced our 

shared prosperity, security and values. And in the Indo-Pacific region, we maintain our long-

standing commitment," White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told reporters in a press 

briefing. 

"We maintain our long-standing commitments as outlined in the three communicate the 

Taiwan Relations Act and the six assurances. We will continue to assist Taiwan in 

maintaining a sufficient self-defense capability. So our position remains the same," she 

added. 

Sputnik citing an official reported that a State Department bilateral fact sheet stated the US 

and Taiwan enjoy an unofficial relationship, but Washington does not support the Island's 

independence. 

A 1979 pact with China switched US diplomatic recognition to Beijing, although The Taiwan 

Relations Act, passed by Congress in that same year, allows Washington to support the 

island's defensive capabilities. 

Deeming one-China policy as outdated and counter-productive, recently two United States 

congressmen have introduced a resolution calling for the US government to resume formal 

diplomatic relations with Taiwan. 

The bill, US Congress House Concurrent Resolution 21, was sponsored by US House 

representatives Tom Tiffany and Scott Perry on February 26, Focus Taiwan reported. The 

resolution called US government to scrap the one-China policy. 

Beijing claims full sovereignty over Taiwan, a democracy of almost 24 million people 

located off the southeastern coast of mainland China, despite the fact that the two sides have 

been governed separately for more than seven decades. 

https://www.business-standard.com/international
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Taipei, on the other hand, has countered the Chinese aggression by increasing strategic ties 

with democracies including the US, which has been repeatedly opposed by Beijing. 

Taiwan returned to the forefront of US-China tensions last weekend when Beijing sent more 

than two dozen warplanes into the self-governing island's air defence identification zone in a 

48-hour period. 

While the frequency of such drills has increased in recent years, the timing and the 

composition of the latest formations -- mostly fighter jets and bombers -- appeared intended 

to send a message to the new administration in Washington, reported CNN. 

BLINKEN CALLS ON CHINA TO UPHOLD OBLIGATIONS AND 

COMMITMENTS ON HONG KONG 

 

Condemning China's continuing assault on democratic institutions in Hong Kong, US 

Secretary of State Tony Blinken on Thursday called on Beijing to uphold its international 

obligations and commitments and to act consistently with Hong Kong's Basic Law. 

The US condemns China's continuing assault on democratic institutions in Hong Kong, he 

said. 

The National People's Congress decision early in the day to unilaterally change Hong Kong's 

electoral system is a direct attack on autonomy promised to the people in Hong Kong under 

the Sino-British Joint Declaration, he said. 

"These actions deny Hong Kongers a voice in their own governance by limiting political 

participation, reducing democratic representation, and stifling political debate. Beijing's 

actions also run counter to the Basic Law's clear acknowledgment that Hong Kong elections 

should progress towards universal suffrage," Blinken said. 

Blinken, in a statement, called on China to uphold its international obligations and 

commitments and to act consistently with Hong Kong's Basic Law. 

The Chinese attempt to label its crackdown on Hong Kong as an "internal matter" ignores the 

commitments Beijing made in the Sino-British Joint Declaration to uphold Hong Kong's 

autonomy and enumerated rights and freedoms until at least 2047, he said. 

https://www.business-standard.com/international
https://www.business-standard.com/international
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/hong-kong
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/hong-kong
https://www.business-standard.com/international
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/hong-kong
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Blinken called on China and Hong Kong authorities to allow the September 2021 Legislative 

Council elections to proceed and ensure that all candidates are included in a transparent and 

credible manner. 

We also call on these authorities to release and drop charges against all individuals charged 

under the National Security Law and other laws merely for standing for elections or for their 

expressions of dissenting views, he said. 

A stable, prosperous Hong Kong that respects human rights, freedoms, and pluralism serves 

the interests of Hong Kong, mainland China, and the broader international community. The 

United States stands united with our allies and partners in speaking out for the rights and 

freedoms of people in Hong Kong, Blinken said. 

CHINESE ON MARCH TO PROVE IMPORTANCE, TAKING UP VACUUM LEFT 

BY US: ALBRIGHT 

 

A former top American diplomat on Thursday told lawmakers that the Chinese are on a 

march to prove their importance and are taking up the vacuum that the United States has 

created. 

"What has happened here, we did not pay attention to what was going on. There's no 

question. And kind of dismissed the fact of what the Chinese were doing. And we have been 

absent. And the Chinese are on a march to prove their importance and are taking up the 

vacuum that we created," former secretary of state Madeline Albright told members of the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

"We need to understand that without just going back. But we do need to know that we haven't 

been consistent," she said. 

Testifying before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, she said that there's no question 

that China is America's biggest problem. 

"They are out there hustling in every single way. I have made very clear that with the Belt 

and Road policies that they are undertaking, the Chinese must be getting very fat because the 

belt keeps getting larger and larger," Albright said. 

https://www.business-standard.com/international
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/china
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"Some of it does have to do with the fact that we have been absent and they are filling a 

vacuum. So we need to make clear that we need to be back and really do need to make clear 

in so many ways that we are a leader in restoring and building democracy in other countries," 

she said. 

She said that they have to speak out very clearly about what the problems are with the 

Chinese behaviour and added that it is a complex relationship. 

"One has to say that. They are an adversary--there's no question--militarily--in terms of the 

kinds of things they are doing in the South and East China Sea and threatening Taiwan. They 

are a competitor in so many different ways in undermining various rules of technology and 

not stealing international-intellectual property and they are competing with us in so many 

ways," Albright said. 

She said there were issues on which the two countries needed to cooperate but the most 

important thing was to tell the truth and speak out when what they did in Hong Kong was 

unacceptable. 

During her appearance before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Albright said that 

there is problem with the democracies globally. "We have just shown the problems that we as 

the world's oldest democracy have had. We see the problems in India which is the world's 

largest democracy," she said. 

During the hearing, Senator Chris Van Hollen expressed concern over the situation in India, 

Hungry and Turkey about the access to Internet. 

"If you look at Turkey, they've also, for example, shut down access to the Internet and social 

media over time. Right now, in India, the Modi government permanently blocked over 500 

accounts of people who were dissenting against the Modi government's handling of the 

farmer protests and threatened to lock up Twitter and Facebook employees that didn't enforce 

this decision," Hollen said. 

"In fact, Twitter, as a result, blocked 500 accounts. So if you could just talk about how we 

deal with that in the context of this overall framing, because I couldn't agree more with the 

comment that the Quad, for example, is a really important entity," he said. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/china
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"We need to pursue that. So how do we pursue those interests and at the same time try and 

apply some consistency to these issues, like freedom of the Internet and dealing with 

governments that are using their powers to clamp down on dissent by shutting down dissent 

on the Internet," he asked. 

Albright said that she doesn't want to keep doing the kind of thing that the US is thinking 

about as criticising what happened in the past. 

"What has happened here, we did not pay attention to what was going on. There's no 

question. And kind of dismissed the fact of what the Chinese were doing. And we have been 

absent. And the Chinese are on a march to prove their importance and are taking up the 

vacuum that we created," she said. 

US REAFFIRMS NO UNILATERAL INCENTIVES TO INDUCE IRAN TO COME 

TO TABLE 

 

The US reaffirmed that it would not offer any unilateral incentives for talks with Iran. 

"We will not offer any unilateral gestures or incentives to induce the Iranians to come to the 

table," State Department Spokesperson Ned Price told reporters on Thursday during his daily 

briefing, Xinhua news agency reported. 

"If the Iranians are under the impression that absent any movement on their part to resume 

full compliance with the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) that we will offer 

favours or unilateral gestures, that's a misimpression," he added. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday made clear in a congressional hearing 

that Washington would not make concessions only to get a meeting with Tehran. 

Blinken also dismissed media reports that South Korea would release frozen Iranian assets 

before Tehran "comes back into compliance" with the 2015 Iran nuclear deal. 

The US and Iran are in a standoff over reviving the nuclear deal. 
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The Joe Biden administration said that if Iran returns to full compliance with the JCPOA, the 

US would do the same. But Iran insisted its compliance would only take place once US 

sanctions were removed. 

Tehran recently also rejected an offer from the European Union to hold nuclear talks with 

European countries and the US. 

In response to the US withdrawal from the nuclear deal in 2018 and the reimposition of 

sanctions, Iran has suspended implementing parts of its obligations under the deal. 

US GROUP OPPOSES BIDEN ADMIN'S DECISION TO REVERSE TRUMP ERA 

H1B VISA NORMS 

 

A US group on Thursday opposed the move of the Biden administration to reverse some 

decisions of the previous Trump administration with regard to H-1B visas, in particular going 

back to the lottery system for allocation of this most sought after work visa for foreign 

technology professionals. 

The rule, Modification of Registration Requirement for Petitioners Seeking To File Cap-

Subject H-1B Petitions, requires that US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

prioritise the higher-paid and higher-skilled foreign workers for H-1B cap-subject visas, thus 

ensuring US businesses have access to the best pool of foreign workers, while also 

discouraging wage suppression and creating unfair competition to American workers. 

In its comment submitted to the Department of Homeland Security, the Federation for 

American Immigration Reform (FAIR) asserted that the implementation of the Trump 

administration rule would reduce abuse of the H-1B program by unscrupulous employers 

while also protecting American workers. 

Founded in 1979, FAIR is the country's largest immigration reform group. 

"FAIR strongly supports the substance of the final rule and urges DHS to implement the rule 

without delay. As DHS has reiterated throughout the rulemaking process, prioritising wage 

levels in the registration selection process incentivises employers to offer higher wages, or to 

petition for positions requiring higher skills and higher-skilled aliens that are commensurate 
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with higher wage levels, to increase the likelihood of selection for an eventual petition," the 

comments note. 

"President (Joe) Biden often portrays himself as a man from the 'working class' who is a 

tireless defender of the American worker," said FAIR president Dan Stein. 

"Yet his administration is set to postpone, by at least a year, an important rule change that 

prevents unscrupulous employers from using the H-1B program to undercut American wages 

while ensuring that companies that truly need skilled foreign workers have access to the best 

and the brightest," he alleged. 

Current DHS policies require USCIS to select registrations on a purely random basis, 

utilizing a lottery system, when demand for H-1B visas exceeds the numerical limit set by 

statute, note the comments. 

"This random lottery selection process places no weight on wage or skill levels and fails to 

ensure businesses actually have access to the best and brightest workers possible. Worse, the 

lottery creates a scenario where American workers could be replaced by foreign workers who 

can be paid significantly less or who possess considerably lower skills," said Stein. 

FAIR strongly urged DHS to implement these critical reforms without undue delay 

 

"This final rule will allow DHS to more effectively protect US workers against competition 

from foreign labor at a time when US workers need protection more than ever. The acute 

fiscal harm that US workers are facing as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic will only be 

exacerbated if employers are encouraged to continue to underpay H-1B beneficiaries because 

of an outdated and illogical current wage structure," it said. 

LIMITATION OF TIME FOR FILING CASES IS BACK.  

1) The time limits prescribed under various laws for an aggrieved person to approach courts 

will come into effect again. The Supreme Court has ended the extension of the limitation 

period which it had ordered last year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In a way, the order 

marks the beginning of the end of the pandemic for the legal system in India, said Senior 

Advocate Vivek Sood. This was expected asthere was a lot of clamour for putting an end to 

the order which had relaxed the period of limitation for filing cases, Lomesh Nidumuri, 
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partner at IndusLaw, said. In the order, the bench of Chief Justice of India SA Bobde, Justice 

L Nageswara Rao, and Justice S Ravindra Bhat passed the following . 

2) Supreme Court Says Rules For Online Media Lacks Teeth, Don’t Have Provisions For 

Action. 

The Supreme Court Friday said the Centre’s guidelines on regulating social media lacks teeth 

and do not have any provision for taking appropriate action for prosecution or punishment 

against digital platforms which show inappropriate content or violate the norms. The top 

court also granted interim protection from arrest to Amazon Prime Video’s India head 

Aparna Purohit in FIRs lodged over web series Tandav. It asked her to co-operate with the 

investigation and appear before the Investigating Officer as and when required. 

3) All Direct Appointees To SC Had A Very Interesting Career' : Justice Nariman During 

Justice Indu Malhotra's Farewell 

Supreme Court judge Justice Rohinton Nariman delivered an interesting speech at the 

farewell function organized by the Supreme Court Bar Association . 

Justice Subimal Roy was the second direct appointee. Justices Kuldeep Singh and Santosh 

Hegde were the third and fourth direct appointees. “Justice . 

4) ’We Are at Our Wits’ End’: SC Bench Baffled by ‘Incomprehensible’ Judgement 

New Delhi: A Supreme Court bench on Friday expressed annoyance in no uncertain terms at 

the fact that a judgment it needed to consider in order to hear a petition was incomprehensibly 

written. 

According to a report in LiveLaw, during a hearing on an Special Leave Petition arising out 

of an order passed by a division bench of the Himachal Pradesh high court, a bench 

comprising of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and M.R. Shah expressed annoyance at the 

incomprehensible manner in which the judgement was written. They said the reasoning and 

language used was “inexplicable”. 

5) What is this judgment that has been written?” Justice Chandrachud asked in Hindi.  

 I did not understand anything. There are long, long sentences. Then, there is an odd comma 

showing up somewhere. I did not understand anything. I have started doubting my own 

understanding!” Justice Shah said. 
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He added that judgments must be such which everyone can understand, the bench sought to 

stress. 

 

NATIONAL POLITICAL NEWS 

The BJP on Thursday attacked the Congress over its leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda riding a 

tractor which women legislators of his party pulled with ropes to protest against the rise in 

fuel prices, and asked if women in a political organisation be treated as "bonded labourers". 

Union minister and BJP leader Smriti Irani said it was "absolutely shocking" to see the 

former Haryana chief minister sitting calmly on a tractor while having woman members of 

his party pulling it physically. 

*Strict lockdown will be enforced in parts of Maharashtra: Uddhav Thackeray*.                             

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on Thursday said strict lockdown measures 

will be enforced in some parts of the state to contain the spread of COVID-19. 

Thackeray, 60, was speaking after receiving the first dose of the vaccine against COVID-19 

at the government-run J J Hospital here. 

Maharashtra on Wednesday recorded 13,659 new corona virus cases, the highest one-day 

spike this year, which took the state’s caseload to 22, 52,057. 

The state has so far reported 52,610 deaths due to the disease, as per official data.                    

Some areas of Maharashtra will witness strict lockdown measures to curb the spread of the 

coronavirus infection. The government is going to hold a special meeting with officials 

before coming out with the lockdown measures,” Thackeray said. 

He said the government has been requesting people to wear mask, maintain physical distance 

and avoid moving out unnecessarily. 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Palaniswami takes first dose of Covaxin, advises people to take 

jab 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K Palaniswami on Thursday received his first dose of COVID-19 

vaccine, the indigenous Covaxin, at the Rajiv Gandhi government general hospital here, as he 

advised people to take the jab following a surge in new cases in the State. Doctors at the 

hospital examined his pulse and blood pressure before administering the vaccine to 
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Palaniswami who was flanked by health minister C Vijayabaskar and senior executives of 

health and family welfare department. 

Health department officials said Palaniswami was administered Covaxin. 

Delhi records 409 new COVID-19 cases, highest in over 2 months 

Delhi recorded 409 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday, the highest single-day rise in nearly 

two months, while the positivity rate rose to 0.59 per cent, according to health department 

data. 

The city’s infection tally stands at 6, 42,439, the latest bulletin issued by the Delhi Health 

Department stated.The death toll rose to 10,934 with three more fatalities, it said. 

The number of active COVID-19 cases in the city rose to 2,020 from 1,900 on Wednesday, 

while the positivity rate climbed to 0.59 from 0.52 per cent the previous day 

Appealing to people above 60 and those over 45 with co morbidities to take the shot, he said 

there is a possibility of contracting the disease in today’s scenario when one goes out to 

purchase vegetables or office-related work. “In order to protect the people, the government 

has taken measures to provide vaccination and I appeal to people to get vaccinated,” he said. 

On the steps taken by the government in view of rise in new COVID-19 cases, he said, “we 

have been urging people to take all precautionary measures while going out and if they 

strictly follow the government’s standard operating procedure like wearing masks while 

going out, maintaining social distancing, the spread of virus can be prevented”. 

After witnessing a decline in the number of new cases which were hovering below 500 for 

nearly a month, Tamil Nadu has been witnessing a surge since March 5. 
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