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FOREWORD 

 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other group, except, of 

course, poets and novelists. The difference is that while the latter has usually been admired for 

their writing, the public has almost always damned lawyers and judges for theirs. If this state of 

affairs has changed in recent times, it is only in that many lawyers and judges have now joined 

the rest of the world is complaining about the quality of legal prose.   

 

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavors. My best wishes and 

assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge after reading this Judiciary 

notes. It’s not just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who has an interest in the field of law.  

 

- By Vrinda Khanna, Associate, All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the Earth, 

May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be Peace in the 

Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be Peace in all the 

human beings, May there be Peace in All. 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.  

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and oldest 

social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the civilization. 

Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace and harmony in 

the family are important for the all-round development of children. This Compilation of 

Judiciary notes by All India Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about desired sensitivity in all 

duty holders. We’re glad to be a part of the All India Forum. Here’s an introduction to my team:  

 

◆ Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar  

◆ Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman  

◆ Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna 

◆ Manager: Shree Latha Sampat 

◆ Researchers:  

 Elamathy. S  

 Yash Sharma   

 Aastha Miglani  

◆ Editors: Livya P. Lalu 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

Team AILF India has made all efforts to summarize the Judiciary notes retrieved from AIR and 

SCC. In some cases, the team has tried to summarize cases from the available sources as they 

could not find original ones. 
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HOMOPHONES 

 

● What are Homophones? 

Each of two or more words having the same pronunciation but different meanings, origins, or 

spelling, for example new and knew. 

Homophones are pairs of words that sound the same, but have distinctly different meanings and 

different spellings. Understanding homophones is an essential part of mastering the English 

language, both for vocabulary building and spelling. 

 

● Examples of HOMOPHONES: 

• brake/break: When teaching my daughter how to drive, I told her if she didn't hit 

the brake in time she would break the car's side mirror. 

• cell/sell: If you sell drugs, you will get arrested and end up in a prison cell. 

• cent/scent: I won't spend one cent on a bottle of perfume until I know that I love 

the scent. 

• die/dye: If you accidentally drank a bottle of fabric dye, you might die. 

• flour/flower: To bake a flower-shaped cake, you’ll need some flour. 

• for/four: I purchased four new pairs of shoes for my upcoming vacation. 

• heal/heel: If the heel breaks on your shoe, you might fall. However, your injuries 

will heal over time. 

• hear/here: I wanted to sit here so I could hear the singer performing without any 

distractions. 

• hour/our: We have one hour before our appointment with the real estate agent. 

• idle/idol: Being idle makes me unhappy, but listening to my idol Taylor Swift makes me 

happy. 

• knight/night: The knight is on his way to the castle, but traveling at night is very 

dangerous. 

• knot/not: I do not know how she learned to tie the knot to make that necklace. 

• poor/pour: I pour drinks at a bar every night. I am poor because I have too many bills 

and not enough money. 

• right/write: There is no right way to write a great novel. 

• sea/see: At my beach house, I love to wake up and see the sea. 

• sole/soul: I need to get a new sole put on my favorite pair of running shoes. Jogging is 

good for my soul. 

• son/sun: My son is 13 years old. He likes to spend time outside in the sun. 

• steal/steel: Someone who decides to steal a car has committed a crime, but auto parts are 

made of steel. 

• tail/tale: My cat was crazily chasing his tail while I read a fairy tale to my children. 

• weather/whether: I don’t know whether to bring a jacket or not. The weather looks 

unpredictable today. 
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• accept/except: Accept is a verb that means to take or receive. Except is used as 

a preposition or conjunction to mean but or exclude. 

• affect/effect: Affect is a verb (in most cases) and indicates influence. Effect is a noun (in 

most cases) and is the result of an action or change. 

• compliment/complement: Compliment means to say something nice about someone or 

something. Complement means something that enhances or completes. 

• then/than: Then is a versatile word used as an adverb, noun or adjective to show the 

order of how things happened. Than is a subordinating conjunction you can use to make 

comparisons. 

• to/too: To can be a preposition or infinitive when used with a verb. Too is an adverb or a 

synonym for also. 

• you're/your: You're is a contraction for you are. Your is a pronoun. 

 

● Exercises of HOMOPHONES: 

 

1. I do not know now your name.  

2. Do you live over their there.  

3. The weather whether has been very good this month.  

4. I am so untidy and I could do with a made maid.  

5. My shed is made of steal steel.  

6. Another name for a water jug is a pitcher picture.  

7. Please save your work on to a floppy disc disk.  

8. My mother was born and bred bread in this village  

9. Have you read red this book before.  

10. Do you know no where were Sam has gone.  

11. The children may steel steal your purse.  

12. Butter is made maid from milk.  

13. In England people always spread butter or margarine on bred bread.  

14. The sun’s raise rays can burn us in the summer.  

15. Brides often cover their there face with a vale veil.  

16. When children are ill they look vary very pail pale.  

17. Some dogs have their there tales tails removed.  

18. If you have a whole hole in a bucket the water will leak out.  

19. In the summer we eat o lot of fruit buries berries for dessert.  

20. A leak leek is a vegetable and not a fruit.  

21. He praise prays every day that he will recover and be well again.  

22. This top is too lose loose now that I am thinner.  

23. Please put your you’re coat over there.  

24. Whose who’s coming to the fireworks tonight.  

25. My teacher is away because she has a slipped disk disc.  

26. The children have not had there their vaccinations.  

http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/verbs/what-is-a-verb.html
http://examples.yourdictionary.com/preposition-examples.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/conjunctions/what-is-a-conjunction.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/nouns/what-is-a-noun.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/adverbs/what-is-an-adverb.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/adjectives/what-is-an-adjective.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/conjunctions/subordinating-conjunctions.html
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27. The name for a female sheep is a ewe you.  

28. There their music is making an awful racquet racket.  

29. The Pope lives in Roam Rome.  

30. In winter the whether weather can be very cold.  

31. A post-box is always a red read colour.  

32. They’re there always late on a Monday  

33. Please put my picture pitcher up on the wall.  

34. In order to play tennis you need a racquet racket. 

35. I prefer the plain plane curtains to the flowered ones.  

36. Susie has had her Teddy bear bare since she was born.  

37. Prince William is air heir to the throne.  

38. I am starting a new job next week weak at the supermarket.  

39. I have been bean to the park today to take my dog for a walk.  

40. Some children broke a pain pane of glass in my greenhouse with their football.  

41. I don’t know weather whether to wear my black shoes with these trousers.  

42. The lounge looks very bare bear without any curtains at the window.  

43. The money goes down a shoot chute in the large shop.  

44. I knead need your consent before I can operate on you. 

45. You must always be very quite quiet in the library.  

46. When Shanara starts school she will have to where wear a uniform.  

47. The doctor will sea see you in two hours time.  

48. It will hurt is the bee be stings you.  

49. Please will you sit by bye my side at the meeting?  

50. You must keep that jar the write right way up. 

 

● Answers: 

 

1. Know 

2. There 

3. Weather 

4. Maid 

5. Steel 

6. Pitcher 

7. Disk 

8. Bred 

9. Read 

10. Know 

11. Steal 

12. made 

13. Bread 

14. Rays 

15. Their, veil 

16. Very, pale 
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17. Their, tails 

18. Hole 

19. Berries  

20. Leek 

21. Prays 

22. Loose 

23. Your 

24. Who's 

25. Disk 

26. Their 

27. Ewe 

28. Their, racquet 

29. Rome 

30. Weather 

31. Red 

32. They're 

33. Picture 

34. Racket 

35. Plain 

36. Bear 

37. Heir 

38. Weak 

39. Been 

40. Pane 

41. Whether 

42. Bare 

43. Chute 

44. Need 

45. Quiet 

46. Wear  

47. See 

48. Bee 

49. By 

50. Right  

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 
 

EXERCISE ON HOMOPHONES 

 

1. I didn’t  ______ what she said. 

a) Hear b) here 

2. They forgot to take _________ printouts. 

a. There b. Their  c. They’re 

3. Venison is the meet from a ______ 

a) Dear b) deer 

4. The house is by the ________ 

a) See  b) sea 

5. She held the ______ in her hand. 

a) Reigns b) rains  c) reins 

6. They tried to ________ the painting. 

a) Steel b) steal 

7. He had to _______ the button on.  

a) Sow b) sew  c) either could be used here. 

8. I hope the _________ is fine. 

a) Weather b) whether 

9. He was a medieval ______ 

a) Night b) knight. 

10. The building _________ is huge. 

a) Site  b) sight 

11. She’s as mad as a March _________ 

a) Hair b) hare 

12. She gave him a ______ of her mind. 

a) Peace b) piece 

13. He ______ a snowball at the police officer. 

a) Threw b) through 

14. It’s a _____ of time. 

a) Waist b) waste. 

15. They didn’t ______ us of the danger. 

a) Warn b) worn  

16. They read the poems ____ 

a) Allowed b) aloud 

17. It’s made from wheat _______ 

a) Flower b) flour 

18. They’ve got a ________ at the Ritz. 

a) Suit  b) suite  c) sweet. 

19. On the ______, I enjoyed it. 



 

11 
 

a) Whole  b) hole 

20. It’s not much ______ to go. 

a) Father b) farther 

21. You’re no _______ of mine! 

a) Sun  b) son 

22. He’s the ________ to the throne. 

a) Air  b) heir 

23. The tea’s a bit _____ 

a) Weak b) week 

24. She’s the ______ owner. 

a) Soul b) sole 

25. The book is ________ back at the library in two weeks. 

a) Dew b) due 

26. You slow a car with the ______ 

a) Brake b) break 

27. The negative feeling you get when you do something wrong is ________. 

a) Gilt  b) guilt 

28. The cyclist was _______ very fast. 

a) Peddling b) pedalling 

29. It was ________ madness. 

a) Sheer b) shear 

30. The eagle is a bird of _______ 

a) Prey b) pray 

31. Could you ______ the film for a minute? 

a) Paws b) pause c) either could be used here. 

32. After standing for an hour in the heat, he _______. 

a) Feinted b) fainted. 

33. Don’t tell them anything – they’re not very ________. 

a) Discrete b) discreet 

34. He’s very old-fashioned and __________. 

a) Stayed b) staid. 

35. Floating _________ are used to help boats navigate. 

a) Boys b) bouys c) buoys 

36. He’s very _______ and worries about his appearance all the time. 

a) Vein b) vane  c) vain 

37. They took blood from my ______ 

a) Vane  b) vein  c) vain 

38. I am an innocent ______ in all of this. 

a) Pawn b) porn 

39. That’s a _____ tree. 
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a) Beach b)beech 

40. We have to make sure the timings right – we must be in _______. 

a) Sink b) sync 

41. They _____ a huge fish. 

a) Caught b) court 

42. It was like pulling __________ from a shell. 

a) Muscles b) mussels 

43. A person who produces chicken is a ______ farmer. 

a) Paltry b) poultry. 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. B 

4. B 

5. B 

6. B 

7. B 

8. A 

9. B 

10. A 

11. B 

12. B 

13. A 

14. B 

15. A 

16. B 

17. B 

18. B 

19. A 

20. B 

21. B 

22. B 

23. A 

24. B 

25. B 

26. A 

27. B 

28. B 
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29. A 

30. A 

31. B 

32. B 

33. B 

34. B 

35. C 

36. C 

37. B 

38. A 

39. B 

40. B 

41. A 

42. B 
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IDIOMS 

 

1. two peas in a pod 

Meaning: practically identical in appearance 

Example: Those boys could be twins, they are like two peas in a pod.  

  

2. turn against 

Meaning: to change from supporting something to opposing it 

Example: A section of his supporters turned against him when they heard his latest 

speech on immigration.  

  

3. topsy-turvy 

Meaning: with the top at the bottom 

Example: Everything has been topsy-turvy since we moved in. I can't find anything until 

I unpack properly.  

  

4. the smell of an oily rag 

Meaning: a slim or frugal amount   

Example: When we were students, we didn't have much money and we got by on the 

smell of an oily rag most days.  

  

5. through thick and thin 

Meaning: under all conditions, no matter how challenging or difficult 

Example: My best friend has supported me through thick and thin.  

  

6. throw down the gauntlet 

Meaning: to accept a challenge 

Example: When it comes to the rights of animals, we are always willing to throw down 

the gauntlet.  

  

7. take heart 

Meaning: to stay confident and positive 

Example: We lost the elections - it is a part of the game. But we absolutely take heart in 

the apparently greater awareness and involvement of the young generation in keeping the 

spirit of democracy.  

  

8. throw under the bus 

Meaning: to betray a partner, colleague or close friend for self-benefits 

https://www.theidioms.com/two-peas-in-a-pod/
https://www.theidioms.com/turn-against/
https://www.theidioms.com/topsy-turvy/
https://www.theidioms.com/the-smell-of-an-oily-rag/
https://www.theidioms.com/through-thick-and-thin/
https://www.theidioms.com/throw-down-the-gauntlet/
https://www.theidioms.com/throw-down-the-gauntlet/
https://www.theidioms.com/take-heart/
https://www.theidioms.com/take-heart/
https://www.theidioms.com/throw-under-the-bus/
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Example: Mark always looks for someone to blame and throw under the bus for his 

failings.   

 

9. tick off 

Meaning: to make a mark next to items on a list that have been completed 

Example: I would like to tick off some more items on my list before going home.   

10.you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink 

 

Meaning: we can offer good things to people but we can't force them to accept 

that 

Example: I have tried my level best to educate him well, but he is still having 

a non-serious behavior, you can lead a horse to water, but you can't make him 

drink.  

  

11.you’re on 

 

Meaning: used to accept a challenge or bet 

Example: Max: I challenge you to join me in my 100km run this month. 

Samuel: You're on!   

 

12.you can’t teach an old dog new tricks 

Meaning: you cannot make others change their habits 

Example: I tried to make my grandmother learn how to use a smartphone but 

it was just like you can't teach an old dog new tricks.   

 

13.you can’t make an omelette without breaking a few eggs 

 

Meaning: to have to go through something seemingly not nice for a good 

result 

Example: The course requires a lot of effort on your part. It is true that you 

can't make an omelette without breaking a few eggs.   

 

14.you can’t take it with you 

 

Meaning: everybody leaves their wealth behind after death 

Example: The whole world knows that you can't take it with you but they still 

have so much affiliation to their worldly possessions.   

 

15.you bet 

 

https://www.theidioms.com/tick-off/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-can-lead-a-horse-to-water-but-you-cant-make-him-drink/
https://www.theidioms.com/youre-on/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-cant-teach-an-old-dog-new-tricks/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-cant-make-an-omelette-without-breaking-a-few-eggs/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-cant-take-it-with-you/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-bet/
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Meaning: for sure 

Example: The manager will pull this deal off. You bet on something else 

about him because this is definitely happening.   

 

16.you’ve got to be kidding 

 

Meaning: implies that something that someone said is a joke 

Example: Dan said. "I got a job as an associate professor in the university! 

Wow!" Tina replied. "You've got to be kidding!"   

 

17.young blood 

 

Meaning: new members that provide various new schemes and ideas for the 

organization 

Example: The Peace corps is in need of a young blood like Adam.   

 

18.you can say that again 

 

Meaning: used to agree with another person or group of people 

Example: She said, "This horrible weather has been killing me." He 

said, "You can say that again!"   

 

19.you know better than that 

 

Meaning: used to express disappointment when someone makes a mistake 

which they probably shouldn't have 

Example: She told me that you abused her, you know better than that.   

 

20.Rabbit Hole 

 

Meaning : (From Alice in Wonderland) A way into a bizarre world 

Example :  

(a) School's starting up again, time to "Go Down the Rabbit Hole" once more. 

(b) Peter is having another one of his parties on Friday. Time to go down the rabbit 

hole again.  

(c) He slid down a rabbit hole last night on the internet. Once he started searching, he 

couldn't stop.   

 

21.Race against time 

https://www.theidioms.com/youve-got-to-be-kidding/
https://www.theidioms.com/young-blood/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-can-say-that-again/
https://www.theidioms.com/you-know-better-than-that/
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Meaning : To race against time means to hurry to do something before a deadline. 

Example :  

(a) They had only two days to finish the job, so they had to race against time. 

(b) It was always a race against time in the mornings trying to get the kids ready for 

school. 

(c) It was a race against time to find a new apartment before our lease was up. 

 

22. Rack one's brain 

 

Meaning : (also rack one's brains) to think very hard about something. 

Example : 

(a) I've racked my brain all day long, but I still can't remember where I put the keys. 

(b) I have been racking my brain all day trying to think of place where I kept my car 

keys. 

(c) He had been racking his brains for an idea of a surprise party to her mother on her 

birthday when his friend arrived and told him of the new place in the city.  

 

23. Ride high 

 

Meaning: when someone is very successful 

Example:  

(a) Our team won four college tournaments in a row this year! Why wouldn't the team 

be riding high! 

(b) Our team won four college tournaments in a row this year! Why wouldn't the team 

be riding high! 

(c) You've got a TV show coming up? Oh my God! Someone is clearly riding high!  

 

24. Rake over the coals 

Meaning: drag over the coals 

Example:  

(a) My classmate Lily forgot doing her maths homework as she had a function to attend 

in her family. The teacher literally raked her over the coals for that.   

 

25. Right away 

 

Meaning: to do something immediately 

Example:  

(a) I promise to complete my homework right away.  

https://www.theidioms.com/ride-high/
https://www.theidioms.com/rake-over-the-coals/
https://www.theidioms.com/right-away/
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26. Rule out 

 

Meaning: to exclude out something 

Example:  

(a) Rule out each and every word from the application which you don’t want the 

principal to read. 

 

27. Red herring 

 

Meaning: something irrelevant that distracts you from something important 

Example:  

(a) The new law is just a red herring meant to draw our attention away from the issues 

regarding education.   

 

28. Roll the dice 

 

Meaning: to gamble or take a chance on something or someone 

Example:  

(a) The bartender decided to roll the dice and use rum for the cocktail since they were 

out of gin.   

 

29. Run out 

 

Meaning: to not have enough of something 

Example:  

(a) I cannot believe that we have run out of milk! Just when I wanted to make a cup of 

tea.   

 

30. Running around like a headless chicken 

 

Meaning: to carry on in a disorganised manner 

Example:  

(a) After failing to take her equipment to the lab, Lizzie ran around like a headless 

chicken while trying to conduct her experiment. 

 

31. Rags to riches 

 

Meaning: The phrase rags-to-riches refers to any situation in which a person rises from 

poverty to wealth. 

https://www.theidioms.com/rule-out/
https://www.theidioms.com/red-herring/
https://www.theidioms.com/roll-the-dice/
https://www.theidioms.com/run-out/
https://www.theidioms.com/running-around-like-a-headless-chicken/
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Example:  

 

 

(a)He was homeless and went on to create the largest and most successful 

service company in the country. It's really a rags-to-riches story.  

 

32.Rain cats and dogs 

 

Meaning: To rain heavily. It's raining cats and dogs. 

Example :  

(a)How come that you are going out in that storm? It's raining cats and dogs.  

(b)It’s been raining cats and dogs for two days and now there some flooding 

in the coastal areas. 

(c)I love staying at home drinking tea when it rains cats and dogs outside. 

(d)When it's raining cats and dogs an umbrella really doesn't help much. 

 

33.rack up something:   

 

Meaning : to accumulate a lot of something; to score a lot of points. 

Example : 

(a)I racked up a lot of frequent flyer miles traveling to Asia for business. 

(b)Be careful.  it’s easy to rack up a lot of credit card debt on small daily 

purchases. 

 

34.Ramp up something: 

Meaning: to increase the volume or amount of something. 

Example :  

(a)We need to ramp up security after someone broke into our neighbor’s 

home. 

(b)If this is a party then why can’t we ramp up the music? 

35.Rattle off something (rattle something off):  

Meaning: to quickly say something. 

Example :  

(a)I love how my boyfriend can rattle off all the scores and stats for countless 

Super Bowl championships but can’t remember the date we met. 

(b)I can rattle off phone numbers from 20 years ago but I don’t know any of 

my current friends’ numbers because they’re all programmed into my phone 

and I auto-dial them. 

36.Reach out (to someone):  

Meaning: to try to communicate with or offer help to someone. 
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Example:  

(a)After my mother died, a lot of friends and colleagues reached out to send 

kind messages and stopped by to see me. 

(b)You need to reach out to more voters if you want to win this election. 

37.Rake in something (rake something in):  

Meaning: to obtain a large amount of something that’s valuable. 

Example:  

(a)She’s been raking in new clients now that she’s advertising on the radio. 

(b)I was raking in the money when the real estate market with strong. 

38.Read something into something:   

Meaning: to insert your own meaning into something instead of what was 

intended. 

Example :  

39.If your boyfriend said he’s tired and doesn’t want to go out tonight, why 

do automatically read more into it? 

40.Please do not read something else into this performance review.  We were 

very pleased overall but would like to see improvement in this particular area. 

41.Reap what you sow:   

Meaning: what you experience is a result of your actions. 

Example:  

(a)What you expect when you eat lots of sweetened fattening foods? You reap 

what you sow. 

(b)If you want to improve your grades just remember you reap what you sow. 

I learned that it’s not how many hours I work but what work I actually 

complete — you reap exactly what you sow 

 

42. Barking up the wrong tree 

Meaning : To ask the wrong person or follow the wrong course 

Example:  

 

All along he was misleading us and we were all barking up the wrong tree.  

The sales team blamed the engineers for the organization’s failure to bag the 

mega deal, but they were barking up the wrong tree. 

The police were barking up the wrong tree by trying to prove that person 

guilty. 

32. Bell the cat 

Meaning : To undertake a risky or dangerous task 

Example:  

A man is a hero if he can bell the cat.  
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Everybody made suggestions but no one actually offered to bell the cat. 

 

Who’s going to bell the cat and tell the teacher that no one else but her son 

has pulled off the mischief? 

33.  Blow your own trumpet  

Meaning :  If you blow your own trumpet, you tell people how good or 

successful you are (used in negative way) 

Example:  

She got into the political party just by blowing her own trumpet.  

That doctor can be so off-putting. He is always blowing his trumpet 

mentioning his awards and positions in various associations. 

 

You have to be humble in your behavior and for that, the first thing to do is to 

stop blowing your own trumpet. 

 

34. Change tune 

Meaning : If you change your tune,  you change the way you behave with 

others from good to bad.  

Example:  

He was against the idea to start with,  but he soon changed his tune when he 

realized how much money he’d get. 

After he came to know that I’m close to the power in the organization, he 

changed his tune.  

She bragged that the test was easy,  but when he saw his grade he changed his 

tune. 

35.  Chicken and egg situation  

Meaning : If a situation is chicken and egg,  it is impossible to decide which 

of the two came first and caused the other one.  

Example:  

Until we get promotion, we won’t get the top players. But until we get top 

players, we won’t win promotion. It’s a chicken and egg problem.  

I need to have experience to get job,  but without job, I can’t have experience. 

It’s a chicken and egg situation.  

 

Nor is it clear how he escaped the familiar chicken and egg conundrum 

involved in assuming that language is learned from others. 

36.  Cut corners  

Meaning : If your cut corners, you save money or effort by finding cheaper or 

easier ways to do things.  

Example:  
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To feel out the bill of credit card this month, I must have to cut corners.  

 

If you cut corners on this product, it’ll have a lesser lifespan.  

 

It is certainly not a sensible move to cut corners with national security. 

37.  Daylight robbery 

Meaning : Blatant overcharging  

Example:  

What happens at present amounts to nothing less than daylight robbery.  

 

$5 for a can of juice! This is daylight robbery.  

 

Whichever way one looks at it,  it is daylight robbery, and it will go on. 

38.  Draw first blood  

Meaning :  If you draw first blood, you cause the first damage to an opponent 

in a conflict or contest.  

Example:  

It was the visitors who drew first blood  in the 19th minute.  

Federer drew the first blood by breaking Anderson’s service in the fourth 

game of the first set.  

 

Spain drew first blood courtesy of a self-starter inflicted wound by their 

opponents.  

 

Dark horse  

Meaning : One who was previously unknown and is now prominent.  

Example:  

It may be that, not for the first time, this dark horse entered at the last moment 

will win the race.  

 

They are the dark horse in the public transport debate.  

 

This left an opening for a dark horse candidate to emerge. 

39.  Eat your words  

Meaning : If you eat your words, you retract your statement or words.  

Example:  

I didn’t think that you could do it. I will have to eat my words.  

 

Experts had to eat their words on the impending doom of abc.com when the 

fledgling e-commerce website turned in an unexpected profit.  
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You have had to eat your words about it never snowing in our town. 

40.  Eat humble pie 

Meaning : Be humiliated by admitting you are wrong  

Example:  

One may often think that they are smarter than the others but such people 

always end up eating humble pie.  

The e-commerce company claimed that they’ll surpass the market leader in 

two years,  but they had to eat humble pie after the latest sakes numbers.  

 

The lawyer had to eat humble pie in the court because the facts he presented 

were wrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPOSITIONS 

 

1) They were left with (1)/ no alternatives but to acquiesce with (2)/  his unfair demand (3) / no 

error  

2) I arrived (1)/ at the coaching (2)/ in good time(3)/ no error 

3) Passengers should(1)/  be in time (2)/ for their train (3)/ no error 

4) Everyone complains against (1)/ callous treatment (2)/  of the police (3)/ no error 

5) Meera is very (1)/ popular among her (2)/ friends and relatives (3)/ no error 

6) On diwali I will (1)/ order for a new (2)/ pair of spectacles (3)/ no error 
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7) The accused was (1)/ bound by a chain (2)/  and taken to prison (3)/ no error 

8) My mom assured me (1)/ to present me a new smartphone (2)/ on my next birthday (3)/ no 

error 

9) In a democratic society no one (1)/  should be discriminated because (2)/ of caste ,creed and 

race(3)/ no error 

10) A summons (1)/ was (2)/  served to him last week (3)/ no error 

11) The news of the (1)/  chief minister’s death (2)/ spread in all over the country (3)/ no error 

12) She was admitted in the (1)/ hospital when she (2)/ met with an accident (3)/ no error 

13) This is the dress(1)/  for that I (2)/ have been looking (3)/ no error 

14) It was I who am (1)/ responsible of making (2)/ all the arrangements for the party (3)/ no 

error 

15) The songs of (1) this movie are (2) worth listening to (3)/ no error 

 

Answers : 

 

1)’ Acquiesce in ‘ 

It means ‘to accept passively’ . 

KIM( Keep in mind) – ‘in’ is used with acquiesce. 

 

 

2) The sentence is absolutely correct. 

In good time – with comfortable margin. 

 

 

3) The sentence is absolutely correct. 

‘In time’ means ‘not late’ 
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On time – at the time arranged, neither before nor after. 

 

 

4) ‘complains of’ is the correct usage 

The word ‘Complain’ is always targeted at something or someone. It is also a ‘negative impact’ 

verb. There is no need to double negate it with a word like ‘against’. 

 

 

5) ‘popular with ‘ is the correct usage here 

 

Note – ‘Popular with’ is usually used for people, e.g. “Popular with the girls”, “Popular with the 

working class…” 

 

“Popular among” is usually used with ideas among people, eg. 

The new policy is not going to be popular among the members of the party. 

 

 

6) omit ‘for’  

 

7) ‘bound with’ is the correct usage. 

 

8) present me with a new smartphone 

 

Tip – If indirect object is used just after the verbs ( present, provide, entrust, supply) , suitable 

preposition is used before the direct object. 
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For example 

 

He provided me money.  

He provided me with money.  

Indirect object – me, direct object – money 

He provided money to me.  

 

 

9) discriminated against 

 

10) ‘served on ‘ is the right usage 

To Serve something on someone.  

Note – ‘Summon’ is a verb while ‘summons’ is a noun. Plural is summonses.  

 

 

11) remove ‘in’ 

 

12) ‘admitted to ‘ 

Preposition ‘to’ is used after ‘admit’. 

 

13)The correct sentence is 

This is the dress that I have been looking for.  

 

Note – A preposition is usually placed before its object but when the object of the preposition is 

a relative pronoun ‘that’  it is placed after it. 
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For example 

This is the restaurant of that she always talks. 

This is the restaurant that she always talks of.  

 

14) Responsible for 

 

15) Remove to 

 

 

 

 

Double Fillers 

 

 

1. The document is still a vague, open-ended mess that says very little while asking a ton of 

____, giving the commission leeway to do more-or-less whatever it wants when the commenting 

____ closes in a few months. 

A. questions, period 

B. Comments, time 

C. Money, window 

D. Time, website 

Ans. A 

2. Brokerage houses have given a mixed response to the consumer goods sector, with most 

saying GST taxes are neutral to positive, ____ that since many companies enjoy excise duty 

exemption, clarity is ____ on these in the excise-free zones under GST. 

A. Saying, expected  
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B. Speaking, demanded  

C. Separating, desired 

D. Adding, awaited 

Ans. D 

3. Pakistan ___________________ raises this bogey of nuclear escalation every time it 

engages in some action in terms of ________________ terrorists across. 

A. repeatedly, sending 

B. exercised, budgeted 

C. constraints, struggles 

D. approached, motivational 

Ans. A 

4. Attention needs to be ______________ to both cyclical and structural dimensions of 

India’s present ____________________ slowdown. 

A. infrastructure, functionality 

B. paid, economic 

C. sought, remote 

D. willing, sharing 

Ans. B 

5. Private corporate and public sectors were the _________________ sectors, financing 

their deficits from the ____________________ savings of the household sector. 

A. proven, altered 

B. premium, stiffed 

C. deficit, surplus 

D. steering, operational 

Ans. C 

6. Another area that needs ____________________ attention is the financial system, which 

must be __________________ to lend more. 
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A. hassles, removal 

B. arrangement, profitability 

C.  lost, simplify 

D. immediate, activated 

Ans. D 

7. Policymakers were clearly under __________________ to do something to allay the fears 

of foreign investors, so the _________________ of SEBI’s move is no surprise. 

A. sober, sorority 

B. synchronization, timid 

C. options, prioritize 

D. pressure, timing 

Ans. D 

8. India had been ________________ to adopt nationalism as a creed but is now tilting 

towards ________________ nationalism. 

A. slow, majoritarian 

B. betrayal, malfunctioned 

C. basic, international 

D. approximation, interface 

Ans. A 

9. The post of CDS can _______________ either to a transformation of the defence forces 

or it could sink with a _________________ mandate. 

A. expansion, component 

B. lead, middling 

C. small, products 

D. multiplier, empirical 

Ans. B 



 

30 
 

10. Vivekananda was a __________________ of a multicultural nation rooted in religious 

_____________________ and modernity. 

A. provide, purview 

B.  adversely, impacted 

C. proponent, tolerance 

D. notional, offset 

Ans. C 

11. The practice of Indian ___________________, despite its pitfalls, has 

______________________ the country from many of its neighbours. 

A. cooperation, built-in 

B. stakes, factor 

C. signed, memorandum 

D. secularism, distinguished 

Ans. D 

12. The country’s ______________ ideals have their roots in its Constitution, 

________________ by its people, a majority of whom are Hindus. 

A. boosted, harmony 

B. burgeoning, facilitate 

C. incentivise, equitable 

D. secular, promulgated 

Ans. D 

13. The __________________ of competing anti-Indian and pro-Islamist outfits and 

standalone ________________ is a deadly prospect. 

A. collaboration, clerics 

B. views, personal 

C. domestic, accelerate 

D. penetration, potential 
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Ans. A 

14. Bin Laden __________________ Hamza hoping that he would continue to work with the 

same ______________________ after his time. 

A. bombarded, peace 

B. groomed, zeal 

C. development,  management 

D. linking, hinterland 

Ans. B 

15. There was no major ________________ between the two organisations which have 

___________________ among themselves territories from which to operate. 

A. dampened, trajectory 

B. profit, industry 

C. conflict, demarcated 

D. leverage, scarce 

Ans. C 

16. The judiciary needs to __________________ the perception that its standing as the 

guardian of constitutional rights is __________________. 

A. poised, growth 

B. changer, mechanism 

C. flying, policies 

D. dispel, faltering 

Ans. D 

17. Those who live in __________ houses should not throw _________ at others. 

A)big; abuse 

B)own; challenges 

C)stone ; bricks 
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D)glass; stones 

18. __________ my knowledge, Mr. Ashok has prejudice __________- foreigners. 

A)In; for 

B)As; towards 

C)For; at 

D)To; against 

19. He gave me an additional __________ of ₹ 100 a month by the __________ of 

commissioner. 

A)allowance; permission  

B)pay; allowance 

C)payment; agreement 

D)salary; admittance 

20. There is no glory in war _________ the blood it _________. 

A) considering; sheds 

B)comparing; spills 

C)worth; costs 

D)thinking; demands 

21. The Director has _________ me to __________ a speech for him. 

A)notified; do 

B)demanded; prepare 

C)entrusted; write 

D)commissioned; draft 

22. I will come tomorrow __________ I hear to the __________ . 

A)unless; contrary 

B)until; contradictory 
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C)except; oppose 

D)despite; otherwise 

23. The children are so __________, their parents are thinking of sending them to a __________ 

school. 

A)small; high 

B)naughty; neighbouring 

C)misruled; lodging 

D)unruly; boarding 

24. Only __________ people are __________ after death. 

A)vicious; condemned 

B)virile; forgotten 

C)virtuous; remembered 

D)virulent; glorified 

25. The secretary ___________ the society's funds, __________ he was dismissed. 

A)robbed; thus 

B)pirated; therefore 

C)misplaced; and 

D)embezzled; therefore 

26. The Deputy Manager __________ to resign because all his proposals were ___________ 

down by his superiors. 

A)offered; thrown 

B)gave; held 

C)began; kept 

D) threatened; turned 

27. The counter clerk was very busy and __________ not pay _________ to sameer's request. 

A)can; help 
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B)could; respect 

C)had; cash 

D)did; attention 

28. He was initially __________ at the suggestion but was soon _________ it himself. 

A)frowning; rejecting 

B)shocked; advocating 

C) impressed; negating 

D)thrilled; propagating 

29. Shalini was not ___________ by the criticism and paid no __________ even when her best 

friend talked against her. 

A) bothered; attention 

B)troubled; mind 

C)threatened; awry 

D) deterred; magnificently 

30. She was __________ because all her plan had gone ___________. 

A)elated; wild 

B)dejected; splendidly 

C)distraught; awry 

D)frustrated; magnificently 

 

Answers 

17. D)glass; stones 

18. D)To; against 

19. A)allowance; permission 

20. A) considering; sheds 
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21. D)commissioned; draft 

22. A)unless; contrary 

23. D)unruly; boarding 

24. C)virtuous; remembered 

25. D)embezzled; therefore 

26. D) threatened; turned 

27. D)did; attention 

28. B)shocked; advocating 

29. A) bothered; attention 

30. C)distraught; awry 

Parajumble Sentences 

A. The US market will continue to be the dominant one in the foreseeable future. The rupee 

could become even stronger. 

B. A greater recourse to hedging as well as striving for multi-currency revenue streams 

automatically suggests itself. 

C. Already one company, TCS, by resorting to these methods extensively has turned in an 

above - average performance during the first quarter. 

D. Most IT companies have been grappling with more mundane problems such as a high 

level of attrition amidst rising wage costs and inability to secure the right type and 

number of American visas. 

E. The BPO industry and many medium-sized software exporters are reportedly operating 

on thin margins. 

A. BCADE 

B. ABCDE 

C. DCBAE 

D. EDABC 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

A. Last March, I was invited to present a paper on the topic of whether the mistakes of the 

20th century would be repeated in the 21st century as well. 

B. The economic crisis hadn't become grave then. 

C. But today the world is in the midst of the biggest economic crisis since 1929. 
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D. The key difference between then and now is that the old power structures have finally 

disappea1929. 

E. Now even the US is pleading for financial help from China. 

A. BCADE 

B. ABCDE 

C. CDEAB 

D. DEABC 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

A. Thus, despite India's huge population, we have not done well in Olympic Games. 

B. During the British period also, cricket remained popular in India. 

C. Cricket has been an extremely popular game in India for quite some time now. 

D. It is time our government and corporate fraternity pay due attention to other games/sports 

and we redeem our national pride in Olympic Games. 

E. However, due to this reason, other games/sports did not receive the required attention 

they deserve. 

A. EACDB 

B. BDACE 

C. CBEAD 

D. DCEAB 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

A. People started fearing a famine. 

B. Monsoon turned out to be unusually abundant and the danger was averted. 

C. The monsoon failed and water tanks became almost empty. 

D. So, no grain could be sown by the farmers in their fields. 

E. Farmers looked anxiously for the next monsoon. 

A. CADBE 

B. CDAEB 

C. AEDCB 

D. DABCE 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

A. Economists all over the world have expressed anxiety in this regard. 



 

37 
 

B. As a result, Indian people have been subjected to high cost of living and inflation. 

C. Indian economy has not shown desirable growth in the recent years. 

D. Grim global economic scenario has also contributed to this problem and it seems a quick 

fix solution is yet far away. 

E. But, one of the primary reasons for such a situation has been Indian government's 

inability to take tough decisions. 

A. CDAEB 

B. ACDBE 

C. DEABC 

D. EADCB 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

 

Answer & Explanation > 

• Answer: Option D 

E is the most independent sentence among all these sentences, so it will mark the opening 

of the paragraph. The problems are listed in E, D and A. 

B which gives a course of action should follow them. BC will form a pair. 

• Answer: Option B 

BC shows a contrast and forms a pair 

CD forms a pair as D elaborates C 

A is the opening sentence as it is independent and complete.. 

try to solve this question according to chronology. 

• Answer: Option C 

The opener will be sentence C as it highlights the stratus of cricket in India and is the 

topic of the discussion. 

After this B will come as it further tells about the popularity of cricket during British 

time. 

After this E will come as it tells the reason that why other games have not been given 

attention and it clear with the phrase ‘due to this reason’. 

Because of this reason, we are not able to do well in Olympic games. 

So it is high time to our government and sports fraternity to take care of all the games. So 

the correct order is CBEAD. 

• Answer: Option B 

The paragraph clearly identifies 3 ways: 

The Para starts with failing monsoon and because of which tanks became empty. 

This fear led to no sowing of the grains by the farmers. 

This led to fear of famine 

After this farmers again became anxious for the next monsoon. 
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After this speculation something opposite happened and monsoon fared well and danger 

was averted. The correct sequence is CDAEB 

• Answer: Option A 

A will not start the arrangement as it uses “this regard" which means there has to be 

something before this sentence. 

D says “this problem”, this cannot start the arrangement as well. 

E says “such situation “this too cannot start the arrangement. 

So, the opener will be C as it introduces the topic of the discussion, which is Indian 

economy not showing the desirable growth in recent years. ‘After this D will come as it 

citing another reason for Indian economy not showing desirable growth. Economists all 

the world are worried about this trend. 

After this E will come as it is telling the real reason, which is Indian government’s 

inability to take the tough decisions. Finally B will conclude as it tells the outcome of 

slowdown in the economy i.e. people are subjected to high cost of living etc. The correct 

sequence is CDAEB. 

 

 

Spot the Error 

Articles 

 

1. If 

you have faith in Almighty (a) / everything will turn out (b) / to be all 

right. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

2. According 

to the Bible (a) / it is meek and humble (b) / who shall inherit the earth. (c) 

/ No error (d) 

 

 

3.  I 

am not rich, (a) / so I cannot afford (b) / to buy a expensive car. (c) / No 

error (d) 

 

 

4.  No 

stronger (a) / a figure than his (b) / is prescribed in the history. (c) / No 

error (d) 

 

 

5.  As 

I was to reach (a) / Bangalore early I left in aeroplane (b) / instead of  going by train. (c)/ 

No error (d) 
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6.  My 

father is (a) / in bad mood (b) / today. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

7.  If 

a man diligently seeks to come into the contact (a) / with the best that has 

been thought and said in this world (b) / he will become simple and selfish. 

(c) / No error (d) 

 

 

8.  With 

little patience (a) / you will be able to (b) / cross this hurdle. (c) / No 

error (d) 

 

 

9.  This 

town isn’t very well known (a) / and there isn’t much to see, (b) / so a few 

tourists come here. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

10. The accelerating pace of life in our 

metropolitan city (a) / has had the tremendous effect (b) / on the culture and 

life-style of the people. (c) / No error (d). 

 

 

11. Both the civilians (a) / and armymen 

(b) / joined the second World War. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

12. The hospital is (a) / within hundred 

meters (b) / from my house. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

13. The famous Dr. Narayana (a) / is only 

Orthopedist (b) / in our village. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

14. This incumbent lacks (a) / an 

experience (b) / otherwise he is well qualified. (c) / No error (d) 
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15. A person I met (a) / in the theatre 

(b) / was the actor himself. (c) / No error (d) 

 

 

 

Answers 

with explanation:- 

1. Correct 

Option : a. Add ‘the’ 

before ‘Almighty’.  

2. Correct 

Option : b. Add ‘the’ 

before ‘meek’.  

3. Correct 

Option : c. Replace 

‘a’ by ‘an’.  

4. Correct 

Option : C. Remove 

‘the’  

5. Correct 

Option : B. Add ‘an’ 

before ‘aeroplane’  

6. Correct 

Option : B. Add ‘a’ 

before ‘bad mood’.  

7. Correct 

Option : A. Remove 

‘the’  

8. Correct 

Option : A. Add ‘a’ 

before ‘little’  

9. Correct 

Option : C. Remove ‘  

10.Correct Option : B. Replace ‘the’ by ‘a’  

11. Correct Option : B. Add ‘the’ before ‘armymen’.  

12. Correct Option : B. Add ‘a’ before ‘hundred’. Here, ‘a’ 

is used for ‘one’.  

13. Correct Option : B. Add ‘the’ before ‘only’  

14. Correct Option : B. Remove ‘an’.  

15. Correct Option : A. Replace ‘A’ by ‘The’ The is used 

before specified objects. 
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JUMBLED PARAGRAPHS 

 

Q1. 1. 1971 war changed the political geography of the subcontinent 

         2. Despite the significance of the event. There has been no serious book about the 

conflict 

         3. Surrender at Dacca aims to fill this gap 

         4. It also profoundly altered the geo-strategic situation in South-East Asia 
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A. 1324 

B.  3142 

C. 2143 

D. 1423 

Ans.(D) 

Q2. 1). The potential exchanges between the officials of IBBF and the Maharashtra Body-

Building Association has all the trappings of a drama we are accustomed to. 

         2). In the case of sports persons, there is room for some sympathy, but the apathy of the 

administrators, which has even led to sanctions from international bodies, is unpardonable. 

         3). A case in the point is the hefty penalty of US $10,000 slapped on the Indian Body-

Building Federation for not fulfilling its commitment for holding the Asian Championships in 

Mumbai in October. 

         4). It is a matter of deep regret and concern that the sports administrators often cause more 

harm to the image of the country than sportsmen and sportswomen do through their dismal 

performances. 

          A.3124 

          B.4231 

         C.4123 

         D.3421 

        Ans.(B) 

Q3. 1). His political career came to an abrupt end with China's military operation. 

        2). He attracted as as repelled. 

        3). He was responsible for the debacle. 

        4). A man of paradoxes, Menon remained an enigma. 

 

A.4312 

B.1342 
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C.4213 

D.4132 

Ans.(C) 

Q4. A. People can get infected by handling reptiles and then touching their mouths or an open 

cut. 

B. At first, they look the perfect pets: exotic, quiet and tidy. 

C. A study estimates that in 1995, there were as many as 6,700 reptile-caused salmonella 

infections. 

D. But lizards and other pets can harbour a salmonella bacterium that makes people sick. 

A) BCAD                   B) BCDA                        C) ACDB                     D) BDCA 

Answer: [(Option (d) BDCA)]. 

Q5. A. If you are used to having your stimulation come in from outside, your mind never 

develops its own habits of thinking and reflecting. 

B. Marx thought that religion was the opiate because it soothed people’s pain and suffering and 

prevented them from rising in rebellion. 

C. If Karl Marx was alive today, he would say that television is the opiate of the people. 

D. Television and similar entertainments are even more of an opiate because of their addictive 

tendencies. 

(a) BACD (b) ADBC (c) BCDA (d) CBDA 

Answer: Option (d) is the right answer. 

Q6. A. The birds spent far more of their time — up to a third — pecking at the inanimate objects 

in the pens, in contrast to birds in other pens which spent a lot of time attacking others. 

B. In low light conditions, they behave less belligerently but are more prone to ophthalmic 

disorders and respiratory problems. 

C. In an experiment, aggressive head-pecking was all but eliminated among birds in the enriched 

environment. 

D. Altering the birds’ environment, by adding bales of wood-shavings to their pens, can work 

wonders. 
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6. Bales could diminish aggressiveness and reduce injuries; they might even improve 

productivity since a happy chicken is a productive chicken. 

A) DCAB                  B) CDBA                      C) DBAC                    D) BDCA                        

[CAT – 2000] 

Ans:  D) BDCA 

Q7. A. Despite the strong performance of the economy in 2010-11, the outlook for 2011-12 is 

clouded by stubborn and persistently high inflation, and rising external risks. 

    B. The three key macroeconomic concerns before the Union Budget 2011-12 were high 

inflation, high current account deficit (CAD), and fiscal consolidation. 

    C. Additionally, there was an expectation that the government would restart the reform 

process. 

    D. While the Budget sets a lower nominal gross domestic product (GDP) growth target of 

14%, we believe that the real GDP growth target of 9% factored in the Budget is on the 

optimistic side. 

    E. The Budget has made an attempt to address all these issues, albeit through small steps. 

BCEAD 

CBAED 

DACEB 

ADCEB 

Answer: Option A 

Q8. A. In a bid to placate the associate members, the ICC has decided to increase the number of 

participating teams to 16 in the Twenty20 World Cup, as the game's governing body feels these 

countries will have a greater chance of competing on an equal footing in cricket's shortest format. 

B. It is convenient just now to forget that in the last edition of the tournament, considerable 

criticism was heaped on the governing body for the inordinate length of the tournament, thanks 

in large part to the presence of the associates. 

C. To be fair to the ICC, criticism of the move to restrict the number of teams in the next edition 

of the Cup is a case of damned if you do, damned if you don't. 

D. The ICC's decision to restrict the number of teams in the 2015 World Cup has evoked mixed 

responses, with opinion divided among players of the full member teams. 
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E. Not surprisingly, the associate members aren't too thrilled about the idea of being kept out of 

cricket's showpiece event. 

ECDAB 

BAECD 

DACEB 

DEACB 

Answer: Option D 

Q9. A. A famous Japanese rock garden is at Ryoan-Ji in Northwest Kyoto, Japan. 

B. The rocks of various sizes are arranged on small white pebbles in five groups, each 

comprising five, two, three, two, & three rocks. 

C. The garden is 30 meters long from East to West & 10 meters from north to south. 

D. The garden contains 15 rocks arranged on the surface of white pebbles in such a manner that 

visitors can see only 14 of them at once from whichever angle the garden is viewed. 

E. There are no trees, just 15 irregularly shaped rocks of varying sizes, some arranged by 

gravel/sand that is raked everyday. 

ACEBD 

CAEDB 

DEABC 

BADEC 

Answer: Option A 

Q10. A. The post-election crisis in Kenya remains unresolved. 

B. The damage being done to the country's economy is severe: tourism, horticulture, and other 

industries that depend on trade beyond the Kenyan border are reeling. 

C. Many countries responded, providing essential humanitarian assistance and logistical support. 

For this, I and many other Kenyans are very grateful. 

D. Thousands of livelihoods, along with investments throughout the region, are threatened and 

collapsing. 
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E. As the situation in Kenya escalated with murders, rapes, burning of property, looting, and the 

displacement of thousands of people throughout the country - the international community was 

urged to help. 

AEDBC 

ABCED 

ACDEB 

ABDEC 

Answer: Option D 

Q11. A. Last March, I was invited to present a paper on the topic of whether the mistakes of the 

20th century would be repeated in the 21st century as well. 

      B. The economic crisis hadn't become grave then. 

      C. But today the world is in the midst of the biggest economic crisis since 1929. 

      D. The key difference between then and now is that the old power structures have finally 

disappeared. 

      E. Now even the US is pleading for financial help from China. 

BCADE 

ABCDE 

CDEAB 

DEABC 

Answer: Option B 

Q12. A. People started fearing a famine. 

.     B. Monsoon turned out to be unusually abundant and the danger was averted. 

      C. The monsoon failed and water tanks became almost empty. 

.     D. So, no grain could be sown by the farmers in their fields. 

.     E. Farmers looked anxiously for the next monsoon. 

CADBE 

CDAEB 
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AEDCB 

DABCE 

Answer: Option B 

Q13. A. They fled to the higher ground. 

      B. Soon the floods retired and the villagers were able to return. 

.     C. The river overflowed its banks. 

      D. The rain fell steadily for several days. 

The terrified villagers abandoned their homes. 

 

CEBAD 

DEBCA 

DCEAB 

EDABC 

Answer : Option C 

Q14. These enormous “rivers” – quite inconstant, sometimes shifting, often branching and 

eddying in manners that defy explanation and prediction – occasionally cause disastrous results. 

A. One example is El Nino, the periodic catastrophe that plagues the West Coast of America. 

B. It is rich in life.   

C. This coast is normally caressed by the cold, rich Humboldt Current. 

D. Usually, the Humboldt hugs the shore and extends 200 to 300 miles out to sea. 

5. It fosters the largest commercial fishery in the world and is the home of one of the mightiest 

game fish on record, the black marlin. 

A) ABCD                   

B) DCAB                  

C) ACDB                      

D) CBAD 
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Answer: Option C 

Q15. A. By reasoning, we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference. 

B. So logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference from 

the problems. 

C. Logic means if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning. 

D. Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is necessary 

that we should understand the statements first. 

A) ACBD                        

B) CABD                  

C) ABCD                   

D) DBCA                                   

Answer: B) CABD 

Q16. A. 1971 war changed the political geography of the subcontinent 

B. Despite the significance of the event. There has been no serious book about the conflict 

C. Surrender at Dacca aims to fill this gap 

D. It also profoundly altered the geo-strategic situation in South-East Asia 

 

ACBD 

CADB 

BADC 

ADBC 

 

 

Answer: Options D 

Q17. A. One example is El Nino, the periodic catastrophe that plagues the West Coast of 

America. 
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B. It is rich in life. 

C. This coast is normally caressed by the cold, rich Humboldt Current. 

D. Usually, the Humboldt hugs the shore and extends 200 to 300 miles out to sea. 

5. It fosters the largest commercial fishery in the world and is the home of one of the mightiest 

game fish on record, the black marlin. 

A) ABCD                  B) DCAB                 C) ACDB                     C) CBAD 

Answer: [(Option (c) ACDB)]. 

Q18. A. By reasoning, we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference. 

B. So logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference from 

the problems. 

C. Logic means if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning. 

D. Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is necessary 

that we should understand the statements first. 

A) ACBD                       B) CABD                 C) ABCD                  D) DBCA                                   

Answer: B) CABD 

Q19. A. In simpler terms, it is the Indian version of the Razzies. 

    B. The 3rd Golden Kela Awards will be hosted by Cyrus Broacha this year. 

    C. It was created in order to ridicule the bad performances and as a revenge for wasting our 

precious time and money on such idiotic films. 

    D. The Golden Kela is held each year where awards are given for the year's worst in 

Bollywood. 

    E. It was created by Random magazine, India's longest running humor magazine in the year 

2009. 

DAECB 

BACDE 

ACEDB 

CEADB 
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Answer: Option A 

Q20. A. These were mainly bulwarks against winter, the hoarded dregs of more plentiful 

seasons. 

    B. The first were the earliest mince pies, which saw cooked, shredded meat, dried fruits, 

alcohol with its preservative qualities and perhaps a few spices or herbs, all encased in large pies. 

    C. Subsequently, people baked this into a kind of pie, adding bread-crumbs for bulk, eggs to 

bind it, and upping the dried fruits and called it 'plum pudding'. 

    D. The pudding seems to have had two principal forerunners. 

    E. The second main pudding was a pottage or soup called frumenty, a fast dish involving 

cracked wheat, currants and almonds which was ladled out at the start of a meal. 

ECDAB 

BAECD 

DACEB 

DBAEC 

Answer: Option D 

Q21. A. Environment Education unit of Centre for Science & Environment has always been 

working towards providing easy to understand reading material. 

B. Their new publication on this subject is an attempt to lend teachers a helping hand. 

C. It unfolds in two sections: Climate change: how to make sense of it all 

D. And natural resources how to share & care. 

E. However, they are introduced to students not as a paragraph to memorize but as an activity to 

do. 

ACEBD 

DBCAE 

ABCDE 

BECAD 

Answer: Option C 
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Q22. A. When they gathered together, the Buddha was completely silent & some speculated that 

perhaps the Buddha was tired or ill. 

B. It is said that Gautam Buddha gathered his disciples one day for a Dharma talk. 

C. One of the Buddha’s disciples, Mahakasyapa, silently gazed at the flower & broke into a 

broad smile. 

D. The origin of Zen Buddhism is ascribed to the Flower Sermon, the earliest source which 

comes from the 14th century. 

E. The Buddha silently held up & twirled a flower and twinkled his eyes, several of his disciples 

tried to interpret what this meant though none of them was correct. 

EBDAC 

DBAEC 

BCDEA 

CADBE 

Answer: Option B 

Q23. A. The US market will continue to be the dominant one in the foreseeable future. The rupee 

could become even stronger. 

B. A greater recourse to hedging as well as striving for multi-currency revenue streams 

automatically suggests itself. 

C. Already one company, TCS, by resorting to these methods extensively has turned in an above 

- average performance during the first quarter. 

D. Most IT companies have been grappling with more mundane problems such as a high level of 

attrition amidst rising wage costs and inability to secure the right type and number of American 

visas. 

E. The BPO industry and many medium-sized software exporters are reportedly operating on 

thin margins. 

BCADE 

ABCDE 

DCBAE 

EDABC 
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Answer: Option D 

Q24. A. Last March, I was invited to present a paper on the topic of whether the mistakes of the 

20th century would be repeated in the 21st century as well. 

      B. The economic crisis hadn't become grave then. 

      C. But today the world is in the midst of the biggest economic crisis since 1929. 

      D. The key difference between then and now is that the old power structures have finally 

disappeared. 

      E. Now even the US is pleading for financial help from China. 

BCADE 

ABCDE 

CDEAB 

DEABC 

Answer: Option B 

Q25. A. Thus, despite India's huge population, we have not done well in Olympic Games. 

      B. During the British period also, cricket remained popular in India. 

      C. Cricket has been an extremely popular game in India for quite some time now. 

      D. It is time our government and corporate fraternity pay due attention to other games/sports 

and we redeem our national pride in Olympic Games. 

      E. However, due to this reason, other games/sports did not receive the required attention they 

deserve. 

EACDB 

BDACE 

CBEAD 

DCEAB 

Answer: Option C 
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JUMBLED PARAGRAPHS 

1.  

A. The two neighbours never fought each other.  

B. Fights involving three male fiddler crabs have been recorded, but the status of the participants 

was unknown.  

C. They pushed or grappled only with the intruder.  

D. We recorded 17 cases in which a resident that was fighting an intruder was joined by an 

immediate neighbour, an ally.  

E. We therefore tracked 268 intruder males until we saw them fighting a resident male.  

1. BEDAC 2. DEBAC 3. BDCAE 4. BCEDA  

2.  
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A. He felt justified in bypassing Congress altogether on a variety of moves.  

B. At times he was fighting the entire Congress.  

C. Bush felt he had a mission to restore power to the presidency.  

D. Bush was not fighting just the democrats.  

E. Representative democracy is a messy business, and a CEO of the White House does not like a 

legislature of second guessers and time wasters.  

1. CAEDB 2. DBAEC 3. CEADB 4. ECDBA  

3.  

A. In the west, Allied Forces had fought their way through southern Italy as far as Rome.  

B. In June 1944 Germany’s military position in World War Two appeared hopeless.  

C. In Britain, the task of amassing the men and materials for the liberation of northern Europe 

had been completed.  

D. The Red Army was poised to drive the Nazis back through Poland.  

E. The situation on the eastern front was catastrophic.  

1. EDACB 2. BEDAC 3. BDECA 4. CEDAB  

4.  

A. Experts such as Larry Burns, head of research at GM, reckon that only such a full-hearted 

leap will allow the world to cope with the mass motorisation that will one day come to China or 

India.  

B. But once hydrogen is being produced from biomass or extracted from underground coal or 

made from water, using nuclear or renewable electricity, the way will be open for a huge 

reduction in carbon emissions from the whole system.  

C. In theory, once all the bugs have been sorted out, fuel cells should deliver better total fuel 

economy than any existing engines.  

D. That is twice as good as the internal combustion engine, but only five percentage points better 

than a diesel hybrid.  

E. Allowing for the resources needed to extract hydrogen from hydrocarbon, oil, coal or gas, the 

fuel cell has an efficiency of 30 %.  
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1. CEDBA 2. CEBDA 3. AEDBC 4. ACEBD  

5.  

A. But this does not mean that death was the Egyptians’ only preoccupation. 

B. Even papyri come mainly from pyramid temples.  

C. Most of our traditional sources of information about the Old Kingdom are monuments of the 

rich like pyramids and tombs.  

D. Houses in which ordinary Egyptians lived have not been preserved, and when most people 

died they were buried in simple graves.  

E. We know infinitely more about the wealthy people of Egypt than we do about the ordinary 

people, as most monuments were made for the rich.  

1. CDBEA 2. ECDAB 3. EDCBA 4. DECAB 1 

6.  

A. Too much of the Labour movement, it symbolises the brutality of the upper classes.  

B. And to everybody watching, the current mess over foxhunting symbolises the government’s 

weakness.  

C. To foxhunting’s supporters, Labour’s 1991 manifesto commitment to ban it symbolises the 

party’s metropolitan roots and hostility to the countryside.  

D. Small issues sometimes have large symbolic power.  

E. To those who enjoy thundering across the countryside in red coats after foxes, foxhunting 

symbolises the ancient roots of rural lives.  

1. DEACB 2. ECDBA 3. CEADB 4. DBAEC  

7.  

A. In the case of King Merolchazzar’s courtship of the Princess of the Outer Isles, there occurs a 

regrettable hitch.  

B. She acknowledges the gifts, but no word of a meeting date follows.  

C. The monarch, hearing good reports of a neighbouring princess, dispatches messengers with 

gifts to her court, beseeching an interview.  
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D. The princess names a date, and a formal meeting takes place; after that everything buzzes 

along pretty smoothly.  

E. Royal love affairs in olden days were conducted on the correspondence method.  

1. ACBDE 2. ABCDE 3. ECDAB 4. ECBAD  

8. A. Who can trace to its first beginnings the love of Damon for Pythias, of David for Jonathan, 

of Swan for Edgar?  

B. Similarly with men.  

C. There are about great friendships between man and man a certain inevitability that can only be 

compared with the age-old association of ham and eggs.  

D. One simply feels that it is one of the things that must be so.  

E. No one can say what was the mutual magnetism that brought the deathless partnership of 

these wholesome and palatable foodstuffs about.  

1. ACBED 2. CEDBA 3. ACEBD 4. CEABD  

9.  

A. Events intervened, and in the late 1930s and 1940s, Germany suffered from “over-branding”.  

B. The British used to be fascinated by the home of Romanticism.  

C. But reunification and the federal government’s move to Berlin have prompted Germany to 

think again about its image.  

D. The first foreign package holiday was a tour of Germany organized by Thomas Cook in 1855.  

E. Since then, Germany has been understandably nervous about promoting itself abroad.  

1. ACEBD 2. DECAB 3. BDAEC 4. DBAEC  

10.  

A. The wall does not simply divide Israel from a putative Palestinian state on the basis of the 

1967 borders 

B. A chilling omission from the road map is the gigantic ‘separation wall’ now being built in the 

West Bank by Israel.  

C. It is surrounded by trenches, electric wire and moats; there are watchtowers at regular 

intervals.  
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D. It actually takes in new tracts of Palestinian land, sometimes five or six kilometres at a stretch.  

E. Almost a decade after the end of South African apartheid, this ghastly racist wall is going up 

with scarcely a peep from Israel’s American allies who are going to pay for most of it.  

1. EBCAD 2. BADCE 3. AEDCB 4. ECADB  

11. 

 A. Luckily the tide of battle moved elsewhere after the American victory at Midway and an 

Australian victory over Japan at Milne Bay.  

B. It could have been no more than a delaying tactic.  

C. The Australian military, knowing the position was hopeless, planned to fall back to the south-

east in the hope of defending the main cities.  

D. They had captured most of the Soloman Islands and much of New Guinea, and seemed poised 

for an invasion.  

E. Not many people outside Australia realize how close the Japanese got.  

1. EDCBA 2. ECDAB 3. ADCBE 4. CDBAE  

12.  

A. Call it the third wave sweeping the Indian media.  

B. Now, they are starring in a new role, as suave dealmakers who are in a hurry to strike 

alliances and agreements.  

C. Look around and you will find a host of deals that have been inked or are ready to be 

finalized.  

D. Then the media barons wrested back control from their editors, and turned marketing warriors 

with the brand as their missile.  

E. The first came with those magnificent men in their mahogany chambers who took on the 

world with their mighty fountain pens.  

1. ACBED 2. CEBDA 3. CAEBD 4. AEDBC  

13.  

A. The celebrations of economic recovery in Washington may be as premature as that “Mission 

Accomplished” banner hung on the USS Abraham Lincoln to hail the end of the Iraq war.  
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B. Meanwhile, in the real world, the struggles of families and communities continue unabated.  

C. Washington responded to the favourable turn in economic news with enthusiasm.  

D. The celebrations and high-fives up and down Pennsylvania Avenue are not to be found 

beyond the Beltway.  

E. When the third quarter GDP showed growth of 7.2% and the monthly unemployment rate 

dipped to 6%, euphoria gripped the US capital.  

1. ACEDB 2. CEDAB 3. ECABD 4. ECBDA  

14.  

A. Four days later, Oracle announced its own bid for PeopleSoft, and invited the firm’s board to 

a discussion.  

B. Furious that his own plans had been endangered, PeopleSoft’s boss, Craig Conway, called 

Oracle’s offer “diabolical”, and its boss, Larry Ellison, a “sociopath”.  

C. In early June, PeopleSoft said that it would buy J.D. Edwards, a smaller rival.  

D. Moreover, said Mr. Conway, “he could imagine no price nor combination of price and other 

conditions to recommend accepting the offer.”  

E. On June 12th, PeopleSoft turned Oracle down.  

1. CABDE 2. CADBE 3. CEDAB 4. CAEBD 

15.  

A. A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young people who are going 

to be running our country in a few decades are like.  

B. I would go to sleep in my hotel room around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my 

mailbox would be full of replies—sent at 1:15 a.m., 2:59 a.m., 3:23 a.m.  

C. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up each morning at seven; she 

could afford that much rest because she had learned to supplement her full day of work by 

studying in her sleep.  

D. Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen articulate students, and I sent them e-

mails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups.  

E. As she was falling asleep, she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself; she 

would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem might be solved.  
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1. DABCE 2. DACEB 3. ADBCE 4. AECBD  

16.  

A. I am much more intolerant of a human being’s shortcomings than I am of an animal’s, but in 

this respect, I have been lucky, for most of the people I have come across have been charming.  

B. Then you come across the unpleasant human animal—the District Officer who drawled, “We 

chaps are here to help you chaps,’ and then proceeded to be as obstructive as possible.  

C. In these cases of course, the fact that you are an animal collector helps; people always seem 

delighted to meet someone with such an unusual occupation and go out of their way to assist 

you.  

D. Fortunately, these types are rare, and the pleasant ones I have met more than compensated for 

them—but even so, I think I will stick to animals.  

E. When you travel round the world collecting animals you also, of necessity, collect human 

beings.  

1. EACBD 2. ABDCE 3. ECBDA 4. ACBDE  

17.  

A. Surrendered, or captured, combatants cannot be incarcerated in razor wire cages; this ‘war’ 

has a dubious legality.  

B. How can then one characterize a conflict to be waged against a phenomenon as war?  

C. The phrase ‘war against terror’, which has passed into the common lexicon, is a huge 

misnomer.  

D. Besides, war has a juridical meaning in international law, which has codified the laws of war, 

imbuing them with a humanitarian content.  

E. Terror is a phenomenon, not an entity—either State or non-State.  

1. ECDBA 2. BECDA 3. EBCAD 4. CEBDA  

18.  

A. To avoid this, the QWERTY layout put the keys most likely to be hit in rapid succession on 

opposite sides. This made the keyboard slow, the story goes, but that was the idea.  

B. A different layout, which had been patented by August Dvorak in 1936, was shown to be 

much faster.  
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C. The QWERTY design (patented by Christopher Sholes in 1868 and sold to Remington in 

1873) aimed to solve a mechanical problem of early typewriters.  

D. Yet the Dvorak layout has never been widely adopted, even though (with electric typewriters 

and then PCs) the anti-jamming rationale for QWERTY has been defunct for years.  

E. When certain combinations of keys were struck quickly, the type bars often jammed.  

1. BDACE 2. CEABD 3. BCDEA 4. CAEBD  

19.  

A. Branded disposable diapers are available at many supermarkets and drug stores.  

B. If one supermarket sets a higher price for a diaper, customers may buy that brand elsewhere.  

C. By contrast, the demand for private-label products may be less price sensitive since it is 

available only at a corresponding supermarket chain. 

D. So, the demand for branded diapers at any particular store may be quite price sensitive.  

E. For instance, only SavOn Drugs stores sell SavOn Drugs diapers. F. Then, stores should set a 

higher incremental margin percentage for private-label diapers.  

1. ABCDEF 2. ABCEDF 3. ADBCEF 4. AEDBCF  

20.  

A. Having a strategy is a matter of discipline.  

B. It involves the configuration of a tailored value chain that enables a company to offer unique 

value. C. It requires a strong focus on profitability and a willingness to make tough trade-offs in 

choosing what not to do.  

D. Strategy goes far beyond the pursuit of best practices.  

E. A company must stay the course even during times of upheaval, while constantly improving 

and extending its distinctive positioning.  

F. When a company’s activities fit together as a self-reinforcing system, any competitor wishing 

to imitate a strategy must replicate the whole system.  

1. ACEDBF 2. ACBDEF 3. DCBEFA 4. ABCEDF  

21.  



 

61 
 

A. As officials, their vision of a country shouldn’t run too far beyond that of the local people 

with whom they have to deal.  

B. Ambassadors have to choose their words.  

C. To say what they feel they have to say, they appear to be denying or ignoring part of what 

they know.  

D. So, with ambassadors as with other expatriates in black Africa, there appears at a first meeting 

a kind of ambivalence.  

E. They do a specialized job and it is necessary for them to live ceremonial lives.  

1. BCEDA 2. BEDAC 3. BEADC 4. BCDEA  

22.  

A. “This faces off will continue for several months given the strong convictions on either side,” 

says a senior functionary of the high-powered task force on drought.  

B. During the past week-and-half, the Central Government has sought to deny some of the earlier 

apprehensions over the impact of drought.  

C. The recent revival of the rains had led to the emergence of a line of divide between the two.  

D. The state governments, on the other hand, allege that the Centre is downplaying the crisis 

only to evade its full responsibility of financial assistance that is required to alleviate the damage.  

E. Shrill alarm about the economic impact of an inadequate monsoon had been sounded by the 

Centre as well as most of the states, in late July and early August.  

1. EBCDA 2. DBACE 3. BDCAE 4. ECBDA  

23.  

A. This fact was established in the 1730s by French survey expeditions to Equador near the 

Equator and Lapland in the Arctic, which found that around the middle of the earth the arc was 

about a kilometre shorter.  

B. One of the unsettled scientific questions in the late 18th century was the exact nature of the 

shape of the earth.  

C. The length of one-degree arc would be less near the equatorial latitudes than at the poles.  

D. One way of doing that is to determine the length of the arc along a chosen longitude or 

meridian at one-degree latitude separation.  
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E. While it was generally known that the earth was not a sphere but an ‘oblate spheroid’, more 

curved at the equator and flatter at the poles, the question of ‘how much more’ was yet to be 

established  

1. BECAD 2. BEDCA 3. EDACB 4. EBDCA 

24.  

A. Although there are large regional variations, it is not infrequent to find a large number of 

people sitting here and there and doing nothing.  

B. Once in office, they receive friends and relatives who feel free to call any time without prior 

appointment.  

C. While working, one is struck by the slow and clumsy actions and reactions, indifferent 

attitudes, procedure rather than outcome orientation, and the lack of consideration for others.  

D. Even those who are employed often come late to the office and leave early unless they are 

forced to be punctual.  

E. Work is not intrinsically valued in India.  

F. Quite often people visit ailing friends and relatives or go out of their way to help them in their 

personal matters even during office hours.  

1. ECADBF 2. EADCFB 3. EADBFC 4. ABFCDE  

25. 

 A. But in the industrial era, if you need to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity means 

bombing the factories which are located in the cities.  

B. So in the agrarian era, if you need to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, what you want 

to do is burn his fields, or if you’re really vicious, salt them.  

C. Now in the information era, destroying the enemy’s productive capacity means destroying the 

information infrastructure.  

D. How do you battle with your enemy?  

E. The idea is to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, and depending upon the economic 

foundation, that productive capacity is different in each case.  

F. With regard to defence, the purpose of the military is to defend the nation and be prepared to 

do battle with its enemy.  

1. FDEBAC 2. FCABED 3. DEBACF 4. DFEBAC 
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PARAJUMBLE 

 

DIRECTIONS for the question: The five sentences (labeled A, B, C, D and E) given in this 

question, when properly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Decide on the proper order for 

the sentence and key in this sequence of five numbers as your answer.  

1. A. The dust particles commingled with the spume from the supernova, and the whole mess 

began to swirl in pools and eddies, like the bombarded surface of an immense pond.  

 

B. The dense centre of the cloud boiled up into the sun, and planetary bodies began to aggregate 

and clump together.  
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C. Among those giants, the gassiest is Jupiter, which for various reasons is a fantasy camp for 

elements, where they can live in forms never imagined on earth.  

D. About 4.6 billion years ago, a supernova sent a sonic boom through a flat cloud of space dust 

about fifteen billion miles wide, the remains of at least two previous stars. E. The most 

impressive planets, the gas giants, formed when a stellar wind - a stream of ejecta from the sun - 

blew lighter elements outward toward the fringes. []  

2. A. In the past, doctors had been reluctant to prescribe strong opioids—as synthetic drugs 

derived from opium are known—except for acute cancer pain and end-of-life palliative care, 

because of a long-standing, and well-founded, fear about the addictive properties of these drugs. 

B. The drug became a blockbuster, and has reportedly generated some thirty-five billion dollars 

in revenue for Purdue. C. Upon its release, in 1995, OxyContin was hailed as a medical 

breakthrough, a long-lasting narcotic that could help patients suffering from moderate to severe 

pain. D. But OxyContin is a controversial drug and its sole active ingredient is oxycodone, a 

chemical cousin of heroin which is up to twice as powerful as morphine. E. Purdue Pharma—a 

privately held company, based in Stamford, Connecticut, that developed the prescription 

painkiller OxyContin.  

3. A. By reasoning we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference. B. So 

logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference from the 

problems. C. Logic means, if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning. D. 

Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is necessary that 

we should understand the statements first.  

4. A. Surrendered, or captured, combatants cannot be incarcerated in razor wire cages; this ‘war’ 

has a dubious legality. B. How can then one characterize a conflict to be waged against a 

phenomenon as war? C. The phrase ‘war against terror’, which has passed into the common 

lexicon, is a huge misnomer.  
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D. Besides, war has a juridical meaning in international law, which has codified the laws of war, 

imbuing them with a humanitarian content. E. Terror is a phenomenon, not an entity—either 

State or non-State. []  

5. A. The process of handing down implies not a passive transfer, but some contestation in 

defining what exactly is to be handed down.  

 

B. Wherever Western scholars have worked on the Indian past, the selection is even more 

apparent and the inventing of a tradition much more recognizable. C. Every generation selects 

what it requires from the past and makes its innovations, some more than others. D. It is now true 

to say that traditions are not handed down unchanged, but are invented. E. Just as life has death 

as it’s opposite, so is tradition by default the opposite of innovation. []  

6. A. Everything grew hushed as the drops came quicker. B. When dawn finally broke, it came as 

a line of brightness along the eastern horizon so faint that it went almost unnoticed.  

 

C. A few drops began to fall, splashing on the upturned faces of the sleepers, spattering onto the 

dry, dusty ground in widening stains.  

D. Then the wind died, its whisper fading away almost before anyone in the camp noticed it was 

gone, and the air became still and sullen. E. It was still dark when the first cloud banks began to 

blanket the skies, blotting out the moon and stars and turning the whole of the night an 

impenetrable black. []  

7. A. Until the 16th century, most urbanites in Europe lived in the same building that they 

worked in. B. Everyone would sleep cheek by jowl, including servants, apprentices and, in large 

tracts of the continent, members of the extended family. C. The main room would act as a shop 

or atelier during the day – latterly, many houses acquired a second storey for the household 

alone. D. The idea of home as the preserve of the nuclear family is a product of modernity. E. 

Privacy in the modern sense barely existed. []  

8. A. In rejecting the functionalism in positivist organization theory, either wholly or partially, 

there is often a move towards a political model of organization theory. B. Thus, the analysis 

would shift to the power resources possessed by different groups in the organization and the way 

they use these resources in actual power plays to shape the organizational structure. C. At the 

extreme, in one set of writings, the growth of administrators in the organization is held to be 
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completely unrelated to the work to be done and to be caused totally by the political pursuit of 

self-interest. D. The political model holds that individual interests are pursued in organizational 

life through the exercise of power and influence.  

9. A. Four days later, Oracle announced its own bid for PeopleSoft, and invited the firm’s board 

to a discussion. B. Furious that his own plans had been endangered, PeopleSoft’s boss, Craig 

Conway, called Oracle’s offer “diabolical”, and its boss, Larry Ellison, a “sociopath”. C. In early 

June, PeopleSoft said that it would buy J.D. Edwards, a smaller rival. D. Moreover, said Mr. 

Conway, he “could imagine no price nor combination of price and other conditions to 

recommend accepting the offer.” E. On June 12th, PeopleSoft turned Oracle down.  

10. A. The study suggests that the disease did not spread with such intensity, but that it may have 

driven human migrations across Europe and Asia. B. The oldest sample came from an individual 

who lived in southeast Russia about 5,000 years ago. C. The ages of the skeletons correspond to 

a time of mass exodus from today's Russia and Ukraine into Western Europe and central Asia, 

suggesting that a pandemic could have driven these migrations. D. In the analysis of fragments 

of DNA from 101 Bronze Age skeletons for sequences from Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that 

causes the disease, seven tested positive. E. DNA from Bronze Age human skeletons indicate 

that the black plague could have emerged as early as 3,000 BCE, long before the epidemic that 

swept through Europe in the mid-1300s. []  

 

11. A. Where there is division there must be conflict not only division between man and woman, 

but also division as racial, religious and linguistic. B. We said the present condition of racial 

divisions, linguistic divisions has brought on so many wars. C. Also we went into the question of 

why does this conflict between man and man exists. D. May we continue with what we were 

talking about last evening? []  

 

12. A. Wild wheat uses the wind to propagate: when its pods become full and heavy, their brittle 

casings burst, spreading the seed far and wide upon the breeze. B. Realizing that a wheat that 

kept its seeds was a useful plant, humans seized upon it,  
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C. A type of wheat that cannot spread its seeds on its own is an aberration, a variation that would 

have come about by accident. D. To select its desirable characteristics, they eliminated the 

competition by stripping away weeds and wild wheat plants, leaving only the tougher stuff that 

required harvesting. E. However, Einkorn wheat – a strain of wild wheat from 8500 BCE – is 

tougher: its pods yield their seed only when deliberately broken with a tool. []  

13. A. The basic emphasis in media laws and regulation is on creating an enabling environment 

to work without fear or intimidation. B. It would be disastrous if restrictions were to take 

precedence over the enabling environment. C. The regulatory framework for the media is not a 

simple manual of dos and don’ts. D. Reasonable restrictions are only a corollary to the enabling 

environment. E. It is rather complex and tries to balance free speech and accountability without 

taking away the ability to question those in power. []  

14. A. Group decision-making, however, does not necessarily fully guard against arbitrariness 

and anarchy, for individual capriciousness can get substituted by collusion of group members. B. 

Nature itself is an intricate system of checks and balances, meant to preserve the delicate balance 

between various environmental factors that affect our ecology. C. In institutions also, there is a 

need to have in place a system of checks and balances which inhibits the concentration of power 

in the hands of only some individuals. D. When human interventions alter this delicate balance, 

the outcomes have been seen to be disastrous. []  

15. A. A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young people who are 

going to be running our country in a few decades are like. 

 B. I would go to sleep in my hotel room around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my 

mailbox would be full of replies—sent at 1:15 a.m., 2:59 a.m., 3:23 a.m.  

C. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up each morning at seven; she 

could afford that much rest because she had learned to supplement her full day of work by 

studying in her sleep.  

D. Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen articulate students, and I sent them 

emails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups. 

 E. As she was falling asleep she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself; she 

would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem might be solved.  
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16. A. However, the severed head could not grow back if fire could be applied at once to the 

amputated part. B. To get rid of this monstrosity was truly a Herculean task, for as soon as one 

head was cut off, two new ones replaced it. C. Hercules accomplished the labour through the aid 

of an assistant who cauterized the necks as fast as Hercules cut off the heads! D. One of the 

Twelve labours of Hercules was the killing of Hydra, a water monster with nine heads. []  

 

17. A. This visual turn in social media has merely accentuated this announcing instinct of ours, 

enabling us with easy-to-create, easy-to-share, easy-to-store and easy-to-consume platforms, 

gadgets and apps.  

B. There is absolutely nothing new about us framing the vision of who we are or what we want, 

visually or otherwise, in our Facebook page, for example.  

C. Turning the pages of most family albums, which belong to a period well before the digital 

dissemination of self-created and self-curated moments and images, would reconfirm the basic 

instinct of documenting our presence in a particular space, on a significant occasion, with others 

who matter.  

D. We are empowered to book our faces and act as celebrities within the confinement of our 

respective friend lists, and communicate our activities, companionship and locations with 

minimal clicks and touches. E. What is unprecedented is not the desire to put out news feeds 

related to the self, but the ease with which this broadcast operation can now be executed, often 

provoking (un)anticipated responses from beyond one's immediate location. []  

 

18. A. But let’s take it seriously for a moment.  

B. Today, the book is such a symbol of learning and knowledge that we laugh at this argument.  

C. Nonetheless, Socrates’s point is valid: a technology that gives no opportunity for discussion, 

explanation or debate is a poor technology.  

D. Over two thousand years ago, Socrates argued that the book would destroy people’s ability to 

reason, because, as he claimed, one cannot debate with a book: the written word cannot answer 

back.  
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E. Despite Socrates’s claims, writing does instruct because we can debate its content with each 

other rather than with the author. []  

19. A. Reasons aren’t entirely clear, but likely include reprogramming errors: essentially, the 

donor egg cell’s nucleus holds on to a kind of genetic memory and resists the replacement with 

the new genetic material. 

 B. However, mortality rates for cloned animals are initially very high.  

C. If they do survive, they’re generally healthy.  

D. Animal cloning is becoming more common – and cloning extinct species could be on the 

horizon.  

E. Animals cloned through this process, known as somatic cell nuclear transfer, have to survive 

that first shock after birth. []  

 

20. A. He was bone-weary and soul-weary, and found himself muttering, “Either I can’t manage 

this place, or it’s unmanageable.” 

 B. To his horror, he realized that he had become the victim of an amorphous, unwitting, 

unconscious conspiracy to immerse him in routine work that had no significance.  

C. It was one of those nights in the office when the office clock was moving towards four in the 

morning and Bennis was still not through with the incredible mass of paper stacked before him.  

D. He reached for his calendar and ran his eyes down each hour, half-hour, and quarter-hour, to 

see where his time had gone that day, the day before, the month before. []  

 

21. A. The Director walked into the room and took a look around the class.  

B. Mitch wanted to scream - the illogicality of the entire scene struck him dumb.  

C. The managers stared at him with the look of fear that no democratic country should tolerate in 

its people.  

D. Mitch walked out of the room - it was his irrevocable protest against an insensible and 

insensitive situation. []  

 

22. A. This fact was established in the 1730s by French survey expeditions to Equador near the 

Equator and Lapland in the Arctic, which found that around the middle of the earth the arc was 

about a kilometer shorter.  
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B. One of the unsettled scientific questions in the late 18th century was that of exact nature of the 

shape of the earth.  

C. The length of one-degree arc would be less near the equatorial latitudes than at the poles.  

D. One way of doing that is to determine the length of the arc along a chosen longitude or 

meridian at one degree latitude separation.  

E. While it was generally known that the earth was not a sphere but an ‘oblate spheroid’, more 

curved at the equator and flatter at the poles, the question of ‘how much more’ was yet to be 

established. []  

 

23. A. Still, Sophie might need open-heart surgery later in life and now be more prone to 

respiratory infections.  

B. But with the news that his infant daughter Sophie has a hole in her heart, he appears quite 

vulnerable.  

C. While the condition sounds bad, it is not life threatening, and frequently corrects itself.  

D. Sylvester Stallone has made millions and built a thriving career out of looking invincible.[]  
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24. A. Scientists have for the first time managed to edit genes in a human embryo to repair a 

genetic mutation, fuelling hopes that such procedures may one day be available outside 

laboratory conditions.  

B. The cardiac disease causes sudden death in otherwise healthy young athletes and affects about 

one in 500 people overall.  

C. Correcting the mutation in the gene would not only ensure that the child is healthy but also 

prevents transmission of the mutation to future generations.  

D. It is caused by a mutation in a particular gene and a child will suffer from the condition even 

if it inherits only one copy of the mutated gene.  

E. In results announced in Nature this week, scientists fixed a mutation that thickens the heart 

muscle, a condition called hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. []  

 

25. A. When they melted, these earthen kettles filled with fossil water, leaving countless mirrors 

that sequin the tundra.  

B. Canada, situated north of the 60th parallel, contains more lakes than the rest of the world 

combined.  

C. Now, as the permafrost thaws around these kettles, glacial water held in place by frozen soil 

for thousands of years is seeping away.  

D. Here, ice ages gouged cavities into which icebergs dropped when the glaciers retreated.  

E. Nearly half of Canada’s Northwest Territories isn’t land at all, but water. []  

 

26. A. Students need to try new strategies and seek input from others when they’re stuck.  

B. Certainly, effort is key for students’ achievement, but it’s not the only thing.  

C. They need this repertoire of approaches—not just sheer effort—to learn and improve.  

D. A growth mindset isn’t just about effort.  

E. Perhaps the most common misconception is simply equating the growth mindset with effort.[]  

 

27. A. That Hollywood is a man’s world is certainly true, but it is not the whole truth.  

B. Even Renaissance film woman, Jodie Foster, who hosts this compendium of movie history, 

confesses surprise at this.  

C. She says that she had no idea that women were so active in the industry even in those days.  
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D. During the silent era, for example, female screenwriters outnumbered males 10 to 1. []  

 

28. A. With that, I swallowed the shampoo, and obtained the most realistic results almost on the 

spot.  

B. The man shuffled away into the back regions to make up a prescription, and after a moment I 

got through on the shop-telephone to the Consulate, intimating my location.  

C. Then, while the pharmacist was wrapping up a six-ounce bottle of the mixture, I groaned and 

inquired whether he could give me something for acute gastric cramp.  

D. I intended to stage a sharp gastric attack, and entering an old-fashioned pharmacy, I asked for 

a popular shampoo mixture, consisting of olive oil and flaked soap. []  

 

29. A. “This face-off will continue for several months given the strong convictions on either 

side,” says a senior functionary of the high-powered task force on drought.  

B. During the past week-and-half, the Central Government has sought to deny some of the earlier 

apprehensions over the impact of drought.  

C. The recent revival of the rains had led to the emergence of a line of divide between the two.  

D. The state governments, on the other hand, allege that the Centre is downplaying the crisis 

only to evade its full responsibility of financial assistance that is required to alleviate the damage.  

E. Shrill alarm about the economic impact of an inadequate monsoon had been sounded by the  

Centre as well as most of the states, in late July and early August. []  

 

30. A. The implications of retelling of Indian stories, hence, takes on a new meaning in a modern 

India. 

 B. The stories we tell reflect the world around us.  

C. We cannot help but retell the stories that we value - after all, they are never quite right for us - 

in our time.  

D. And even if we manage to get them quite right, they are only right for us - other people living 

around us will have different reasons for telling similar stories.  

E. As soon as we capture a story, the world we were trying to capture has changed. [] 
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ANSWER KEY: 

 

1. DABEC  

2. ECBDA  

3. CABD  

4. CEBDA  

5. EDACB  

6. EDCAB  

7. DACBE  

8. ADBC  

9. CABDE  

10. EDACB  

11. DABC  

12. AECBD  

13. CEADB  

14. BDCA  

15. ADBCE  

16. DBAC  

17. CBADE  

18. DBAEC  

19. DBAEC  

20. CADB  

21. ABCD  

22. BEDCA  

23. DBCA  

24. AEBDC  

25. BEDAC  

26. DEBAC  

27. ADBC  

28. DCBA  

29. ECBDA  

30. BECDA  
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QUESTIONS ON PARAJUMBLE 

 

DIRECTIONS for Questions 1 to 7: Sentences given in each question, when properly 

sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Each sentence is labelled with a letter. Choose the most 

logical order of the sentences from among the four given choices to construct a coherent 

paragraph. 

 

1. A. By reasoning we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference. 

B. So logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference from 

the problems. 

C. Logic means, if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning. 

D. Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is necessary 

that we should understand the statements first. 

(a) ACBD (b) CABD 

(c) ABCD (d) DBCA 

 

2. A. In rejecting the functionalism in positivist organization theory, either wholly or partially, 

there is often a move towards a political model of organization theory. 

B. Thus, the analysis would shift to the power resources possessed by different groups in the 

organization and the way they use these resources in actual power plays to shape the 

organizational structure. 

C. At the extreme, in one set of writings, the growth of administrators in the organization is held 

to be completely unrelated to the work to be done and to be caused totally by the political pursuit 

of self-interest. 
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D. The political model holds that individual interests are pursued in organizational life through 

the exercise of power and influence. 

(a) ADBC (b) CBAD 

(c) DBCA (d) ABDC 

 

3. A. Group decision-making, however, does not necessarily fully guard against arbitrariness and 

anarchy, for individual capriciousness can get substituted by collusion of group members. 

B. Nature itself is an intricate system of checks and balances, meant to preserve the delicate 

balance between various environmental factors that affect our ecology. 

C. In institutions also, there is a need to have in place a system of checks and balances which 

inhibits the concentration of power in the hands of only some individuals. 

D. When human interventions alter this delicate balance, the outcomes have been seen to be 

disastrous. 

(a) CDAB (b) BCAD 

(c) CABD (d) BDCA 

 

4. A. He was bone-weary and soul-weary, and found himself muttering, “Either I can’t manage 

this place, or it’s unmanageable.” 

B. To his horror, he realized that he had become the victim of an amorphous, unwitting, 

unconscious conspiracy to immerse him in routine work that had no significance. 

C. It was one of those nights in the office when the office clock was moving towards four in the 

morning and Bennis was still not through with the incredible mass of paper stacked before him. 

D. He reached for his calendar and ran his eyes down each hour, half-hour, and quarter-hour, to 

see where his time had gone that day, the day before, the month before. 
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(a) ABCD (b) CADB 

(c) BDCA (d) DCBA 

 

5. A. With that, I swallowed the shampoo, and obtained the most realistic results almost on the 

spot. 

B. The man shuffled away into the back regions to make up a prescription, and after a moment I 

got through on the shop-telephone to the Consulate, intimating my location. 

C. Then, while the pharmacist was wrapping up a six-ounce bottle of the mixture, I groaned and 

inquired whether he could give me something for acute gastric cramp. 

D. I intended to stage a sharp gastric attack, and entering an old-fashioned pharmacy, I asked for 

a popular shampoo mixture, consisting of olive oil and flaked soap. 

(a) DCBA (b) DACB 

(c) BDAC (d) BCDA 

 

6. A. The likelihood of an accident is determined by how carefully the motorist drives and how 

carefully the pedestrian crosses the street. 

B. An accident involving a motorist and a pedestrian is such a case. 

C. Each must decide how much care to exercise without knowing how careful the other is. 

D. The simplest strategic problem arises when two individuals interact with each other, and each 

must decide what to do without knowing what the other is doing. 

(a) ABCD (b) ADCB 

(c) DBCA (d) DBAC 
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7. A. The situations in which violence occurs and the nature of that violence tends to be clearly 

defined at least in theory, as in the proverbial Irishman’s question: “Is this a private fight or can 

anyone join in?” 

B. So the actual risk to outsiders, though no doubt higher than our societies, is calculable. 

C. Probably the only uncontrolled applications of force are those of social superiors to social 

inferiors and even here there are probably some rules. 

D. However, binding the obligation to kill, members of feuding families engaged in mutual 

massacre will be genuinely appalled if by some mischance a bystander or outsider is killed. 

(a) DABC (b) ACDB 

(c) CBAD (d) DBAC 

 

 

DIRECTIONS for Questions 8 to 38: The sentences given in each question, when properly 

sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Each sentence is labelled with a letter. Choose the most 

logical order of sentences from among the four given choices to construct a coherent paragraph. 

 

8. A. Since then, intelligence tests have been mostly used to separate dull children in school from 

average or bright children, so that special education can be provided to the dull. 

B. In other words, intelligence tests give us a norm for each age. 

C. Intelligence is expressed as intelligence quotient, and tests are developed to indicate what an 

average child of a certain age can do …. What a five-year-old can answer, but a four-yearold 

cannot, for instance. 

D. Binet developed the first set of such tests in the early 1900s to find out which children in 

school needed special attention. 
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E. Intelligence can be measured by tests. 

(a) CDABE (b) DECAB 

(c) EDACB (d) CBADE 

 

9. A. If caught in the act, they were punished, not for the crime, but for allowing themselves to 

be caught another lash of the whip. 

B. The bellicose Spartans sacrificed all the finer things in life for military expertise. 

C. Those fortunate enough to survive babyhood were taken away from their mothers at the age of 

seven to undergo rigorous military training. 

D. This consisted mainly of beatings and deprivations of all kinds like going around barefoot in 

winter, and worse, starvation so that they would be forced to steal food to survive. 

E. Male children were examined at birth by the city council and those deemed too weak to 

become soldiers were left to die of exposure. 

(a) BECDA (b) ECADB 

(c) BCDAE (d) ECDAB 

 

10. A. This very insatiability of the photographing eye changes the terms of confinement in the 

cave, our world. 

B. Humankind lingers unregenerately in Plato’s cave, still revelling, its age-old habit, in mere 

images of truth. 

C. But being educated by photographs is not like being educated by older images drawn by hand; 

for one thing, there are a great many more images around, claiming our attention. 

D. The inventory started in 1839 and since then just about everything has been photographed, or 

so it seems. 
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E. In teaching us a new visual code, photographs alter and enlarge our notions of what is worth 

looking at and what we have a right to observe. 

(a) EABCD (b) BDEAC 

(c) BCDAE (d) ECDAB 

 

11. A. To be culturally literate is to possess the basic information needed to thrive in the modern 

world. 

B. Nor is it confined to one social class; quite the contrary. 

C. It is by no means confined to ‘culture’ narrowly understood as an acquaintance with the arts. 

D. Cultural literacy constitutes the only sure avenue of opportunity for disadvantaged children, 

the only reliable way of combating the social determinism that now condemns them. 

E. The breadth of that information is great, extending over the major domains of human activity 

from sports to science. 

(a) AECBD (b) DECBA 

(c) ACBED (d) DBCAE 

 

12. A. Both parties use capital and labour in the struggle to secure property rights. 

B. The thief spends time and money in his attempt to steal (he buys wire cutters) and the 

legitimate property owner expends resources to prevent the theft (he buys locks). 

C. A social cost of theft is that both the thief and the potential victim use resources to gain or 

maintain control over property. 

D. These costs may escalate as a type of technological arms race unfolds. 
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E. A bank may purchase more and more complicated and sophisticated safes, forcing 

safecrackers to invest further in safecracking equipment. 

(a) ABCDE (b) CABDE 

(c) ACBED (d) CBEDA 

 

13. A. Michael Hofman, a poet and translator, accepts this sorry fact without approval or 

complaint. 

B. But thanklessness and impossibility do not daunt him. 

C. He acknowledges too — in fact, he returns to the point often — that best translators of poetry 

always fail at some level. 

D. Hofman feels passionately about his work and this is clear from his writings. 

E. In terms of the gap between worth and rewards, translators come somewhere near nurses and 

street-cleaners. 

(a) EACDB (b) ADEBC 

(c) EACBD (d) DCEAB 

 

14. A. Passivity is not, of course, universal. 

B. In areas where there are no lords or laws, or in frontier zones where all men go armed, the 

attitude of the peasantry may well be different. 

C. So indeed it may be on the fringe of the unsubmissive. 

D. However, for most of the soil-bound peasants the problem is not whether to be normally 

passive or active, but when to pass from one state to another. 

E. This depends on an assessment of the political situation. 
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(a) BEDAC (b) CDABE 

(c) EDBAC (d) ABCDE 

 

15. A. As officials, their vision of a country shouldn’t run too far beyond that of the local people 

with 

whom they have to deal. 

B. Ambassadors have to choose their words. 

C. To say what they feel they have to say, they appear to be denying or ignoring part of what 

they know. 

D. So, with ambassadors as with other expatriates in black Africa, there appears at a first meeting 

a kind of ambivalence. 

E. They do a specialized job and it is necessary for them to live ceremonial lives. 

(a) BCEDA (b) BEDAC 

(c) BEADC (d) BCDEA 

 

16. A. “This face-off will continue for several months given the strong convictions on either 

side,” says a senior functionary of the high-powered task force on drought. 

B. During the past week-and-half, the Central Government has sought to deny some of the earlier 

apprehensions over the impact of drought. 

C. The recent revival of the rains had led to the emergence of a line of divide between the two. 

D. The state governments, on the other hand, allege that the Centre is downplaying the crisis 

only to evade its full responsibility of financial assistance that is required to alleviate the damage. 
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E. Shrill alarm about the economic impact of an inadequate monsoon had been sounded by the 

Centre as well as most of the states, in late July and early August. 

(a) EBCDA (b) DBACE 

(c) BDCAE (d) ECBDA 

 

17. A. This fact was established in the 1730s by French survey expeditions to Equador near the 

Equator and Lapland in the Arctic, which found that around the middle of the earth the arc was 

about a kilometer shorter. 

B. One of the unsettled scientific questions in the late 18th century was that of exact nature of the 

shape of the earth. 

C. The length of one-degree arc would be less near the equatorial latitudes than at the poles. 

D. One way of doing that is to determine the length of the arc along a chosen longitude or 

meridian at one degree latitude separation. 

E. While it was generally known that the earth was not a sphere but an ‘oblate spheroid’, more 

curved at the equator and flatter at the poles, the question of ‘how much more’ was yet to be 

established. 

(a) BECAD (b) BEDCA 

(c) EDACB (d). EBDCA 

 

18. A. A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young people who are 

going to be running our country in a few decades are like. 

B. I would go to sleep in my hotel room around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my 

mailbox would be full of replies—sent at 1:15 a.m., 2:59 a.m., 3:23 a.m. 
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C. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up each morning at seven; she 

could afford that much rest because she had learned to supplement her full day of work by 

studying in her sleep. 

D. Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen articulate students, and I sent them 

emails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups. 

E. As she was falling asleep she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself; she 

would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem might be solved. 

(a) DABCE (b) DACEB 

(c) ADBCE (d) AECBD 

 

19. A. Four days later, Oracle announced its own bid for PeopleSoft, and invited the firm’s board 

to a discussion. 

B. Furious that his own plans had been endangered, PeopleSoft’s boss, Craig Conway, 

called Oracle’s offer “diabolical”, and its boss, Larry Ellison, a “sociopath”. 

C. In early June, PeopleSoft said that it would buy J.D. Edwards, a smaller rival. 

D. Moreover, said Mr. Conway, he “could imagine no price nor combination of price and other 

conditions to recommend accepting the offer.” 

E. On June 12th, PeopleSoft turned Oracle down. 

(a) CABDE (b) CADBE 

(c) CEDAB (d) CAEBD 

 

20. A. Surrendered, or captured, combatants cannot be incarcerated in razor wire cages; this 

‘war’ has a dubious legality. 
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B. How can then one characterize a conflict to be waged against a phenomenon as war? 

C. The phrase ‘war against terror’, which has passed into the common lexicon, is a huge 

misnomer. 

D. Besides, war has a juridical meaning in international law, which has codified the laws of war, 

imbuing them with a humanitarian content. 

E. Terror is a phenomenon, not an entity—either State or non-State. 

(a) ECDBA (b) BECDA 

(c) EBCAD (d) CEBDA 

 

21. A. I am much more intolerant of a human being’s shortcomings than I am of an animal’s, but 

in this respect I have been lucky, for most of the people I have come across have been charming. 

B. Then you come across the unpleasant human animal—the District Officer who drawled, ‘We 

chaps are here to help you chaps,’ and then proceeded to be as obstructive as possible. 

C. In these cases of course, the fact that you are an animal collector helps; people always seem 

delighted to meet someone with such an unusual occupation and go out of their way to assist 

you. 

D. Fortunately, these types are rare, and the pleasant ones I have met more than compensated for 

them—but even so, I think I will stick to animals. 

E. When you travel round the world collecting animals you also, of necessity, collect human 

beings. 

(a) EACBD (b) ABDCE 

(c) ECBDA (d) ACBDE 
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22. A. To avoid this, the QWERTY layout put the keys most likely to be hit in rapid succession 

on opposite sides. This made the keyboard slow, the story goes, but that was the idea. 

B. A different layout, which had been patented by August Dvorak in 1936, was shown to be 

much faster. 

C. The QWERTY design (patented by Christopher Sholes in 1868 and sold to Remington in 

1873) aimed to solve a mechanical problem of early typewriters. 

D. Yet the Dvorak layout has never been widely adopted, even though (with electric typewriters 

and then PCs) the anti-jamming rational for QWERTY has been defunct for years. 

E. When certain combinations of keys were struck quickly, the type bars often jammed. 

(a) BDACE (b) CEABD 

(c) BCDEA (d) CAEBD 

 

23. A. The wall does not simply divide Israel from a putative Palestinian state on the basis of the 

1967 borders. 

B. A chilling omission from the road map is the gigantic ‘separation wall’ now being built in the 

West Bank by Israel. 

C. It is surrounded by trenches, electric wire and moats; there are watchtowers at regular 

intervals. 

D. It actually takes new tracts of Palestinian and, sometimes five or six kilometres at a stretch. 

E. Almost a decade after the end of South African apartheid this ghastly racist wall is going up 

with scarcely a peep from Israel’s American allies who are going to pay for most of it. 

(a) EBCAD (b) BADCE 

(c) AEDCB (d) ECADB 

 



 

87 
 

24. A. Luckily the tide of battle moved elsewhere after the American victory at Midway and an 

Australian victory over Japan at Milne Bay. 

B. It could have been no more than a delaying tactic. 

C. The Australian military, knowing the position was hopeless, planned to fall back to the south-

east in the hope of defending the main cities. 

D. They had captured most of the Solomon Islands and much of New Guinea, and seemed poised 

for an invasion. 

E. Not many people outside Australia realize how close the Japanese got. 

(a) EDCBA (b) ECDAB 

(c) ADCBE (d) CDBAE 

 

25. A. Call it the third wave sweeping the Indian media. 

B. Now they are starring in a new role, as suave dealmakers who are in a hurry to strike alliances 

and agreements. 

C. Look around and you will find a host of deals that have been inked or are ready to be 

finalized. 

D. Then the media barons wrested back control from their editors, and turned marketing warriors 

with the brand as their missile. 

E. The first came with those magnificent men in their mahogany chambers who took on the 

world with their mighty fountain pens. 

(a) ACBED (b) CEBDA 

(c) CAEBD (d) AEDBC 
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26. A. The celebrations of economic recovery in Washington may be as premature as that 

‘Mission Accomplished’ banner hung on the USS Abraham Lincoln to hail the end of the Iraq 

war. 

B. Meanwhile, in the real world, the struggles of families and communities continue unabated. 

C. Washington responded to the favourable turn in economic news with enthusiasm. 

D. The celebrations and high-fives up and down Pennsylvania Avenue are not to be found 

beyond the Beltway. 

E. When the third quarter GDP showed growth of 7.2% and the monthly unemployment rate 

dipped to six per cent euphoria gripped the US capital. 

(a) ACEDB (b) CEDAB 

(c) ECABD (d) ECBDA 

 

27. A. To much of the Labour movement, it symbolises the brutality of the upper classes. 

B. And to everybody watching, the current mess over foxhunting symbolises the government’s 

weakness. 

C. To foxhunting’s supporters, Labour’s 1991 manifesto commitment to ban it symbolises the 

party’s metropolitan roots and hostility to the countryside. 

D. Small issues sometimes have large symbolic power. 

E. To those who enjoy thundering across the countryside in red coats after foxes, foxhunting 

symbolises the ancient roots of rural lives. 

(a) DEACB (b) ECDBA 

(c) CEADB (d) DBAEC 
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28. A. In the case of King Merolchazzar’s courtship of the Princess of the Outer Isles, there 

occurs aregrettable hitch. 

B. She acknowledges the gifts, but no word of a meeting date follows. 

C. The monarch, hearing good reports of a neighbouring princess, dispatches messengers with 

gifts to her court, beseeching an interview. 

D. The princess names a date, and a formal meeting takes place; after that everything buzzes 

along pretty smoothly. 

E. Royal love affairs in olden days were conducted on the correspondence method. 

(a) ACBDE (b) ABCDE 

(c) ECDAB (d) ECBAD 

 

29. A. Who can trace to its first beginnings the love of Damon for Pythias, of David for 

Jonathan, of Swan for Edgar? 

B. Similarly with men. 

C. There is about great friendships between man and man a certain inevitability that can only be 

compared with the age-old association of ham and eggs. 

D. One simply feels that it is one of the things that must be so. 

E. No one can say what was the mutual magnetism that brought the deathless partnership of 

these wholesome and palatable foodstuffs about. 

(a) ACBED (b) CEDBA 

(c) ACEBD (d) CEABD 
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30. A. Events intervened, and in the late 1930s and 1940s, Germany suffered from ‘over-

branding’. 

B. The British used to be fascinated by the home of Romanticism. 

C. But reunification and the federal government’s move to Berlin have prompted Germany to 

think again about its image. 

D. The first foreign package holiday was a tour of Germany organized by Thomas Cook in 1855. 

E. Since then Germany has been understandably nervous about promoting itself abroad. 

(a) ACEBD (b) DECAB 

(c) BDAEC (d) DBAEC 

 

31. A. The two neighbours never fought each other. 

B. Fights involving three male fiddler crabs have been recorded, but the status of the participants 

was unknown 

C. They pushed or grappled only with the intruder. 

D. We recorded 17 cases in which a resident that was fighting an intruder was joined by an 

immediate neighbour, an ally. 

E. We therefore tracked 268 intruder males until we saw them fighting a resident male. 

(a) BEDAC (b) DEBAC 

(c) BDCAE (d) BCEDA 

 

32. A. In the west, Allied Forces had fought their way through southern Italy as far as Rome. 

B. In June 1944 Germany’s military position in World War too appeared hopeless 
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C. In Britain, the task of amassing the men and materials for the liberation of northern 

Europe had been completed. 

D. Red Army was poised to drive the Nazis back through Poland. 

E. The situation on the eastern front was catastrophic. 

(a) EDACB (b) BEDAC 

(c) BDECA (d) CEDAB 

 

33. A. He felt justified in bypassing Congress altogether on a variety of moves. 

B. At times he was fighting the entire Congress. 

C. Bush felt he had a mission to restore power to the presidency. 

D. Bush was not fighting just the democrats. 

E. Representatives democracy is a messy business, and a CEO of the white House does not like a 

legislature of second guessers and time wasters. 

(a) CAEDB (b) DBAEC 

(c) CEADB (d) ECDBA 

 

34. A. But this does not mean that death was the Egyptians’ only preoccupation. 

B. Even papyri come mainly from pyramid temples. 

C. Most of our traditional sources of information about the Old Kingdom are monuments of the 

rich like pyramids and tombs. 

D. Houses in which ordinary Egyptian lived have not been preserved, and when most people 

died they were buried in simple graves. 
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E. We know infinitely more about the wealthy people of Egypt than we do about the ordinary 

people, as most monuments were made for the rich. 

(a) CDBEA (b) ECDAB 

(c) EDCBA (d) DECAB 

 

 

35. A. Experts such as Larry Burns, head of research at GM, reckon that only such a full hearted 

leap will allow the world to cope with the mass motorization that will one day come to China or 

India. 

B. But once hydrogen is being produced from biomass or extracted from underground coal or 

made from water, using nuclear or renewable electricity, the way will be open for a huge 

reduction in carbon emissions from the whole system. 

C. In theory, once all the bugs have been sorted out, fuel cells should deliver better total fuel 

economy than any existing engines. 

D. That is twice as good as the internal combustion engine, but only five percentage points better 

than a diesel hybrid. 

E. Allowing for the resources needed to extract hydrogen from hydrocarbon, oil coal or gas, the 

fuel cell has an efficiency of 30%. 

(a) CEDBA (b) CEBDA 

(c) AEDBC (d) ACEBD 

 

36. A. Similarly, turning to caste, even though being lower caste is undoubtedly a separate cause 

of disparity, its impact is all the greater when the lower-caste families also happen to be poor. 
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B. Belonging to a privileged class can help a woman to overcome many barriers that obstruct 

women from less thriving classes. 

C. It is the interactive presence of these two kinds of deprivation – being low class and being 

female – that massively impoverishes women from the less privileged classes. 

D. A congruence of class deprivation and gender discrimination can blight the lives of poorer 

women very severely. 

E. Gender is certainly a contributor to societal inequality, but it does not act independently of 

class. 

(a) EABDC (b) EBDCA 

(c) DAEBC (d) BECDA 

 

37. A. What identity is thus ‘defined by contrast’, divergence with the West becomes central. 

B. Indian religious literature such as the Bhagavad Gita or the Tantric texts, which are identified 

as 

differing from secular writings seen as ‘western’, elicits much greater interest in the West than 

do other Indian writings, including India’s long history of heterodoxy. 

C. There is a similar neglect of Indian writing on non-religious subjects, from mathematics, 

epistemology and natural science to economics and linguistics. 

D. Through selective emphasis that point up differences with the West, other civilizations canin 

this way, be redefined in alien terms, which can be exotic and charming, or else bizarre and 

terrifying, or simply strange and engaging. 

E. The exception is the Kamasutra in which western readers have managed to cultivate an 

interest. 

(a) BDACE (b) DEABC 
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(c) BDECA (d) BCEDA 

 

38. A. This is now orthodoxy to which I subscribe – up to a point. 

B. It emerged from the mathematics of chance and statistics. 

C. Therefore the risk is measurable and manageable. 

D. The fundamental concept: Prices are not predictable, but the mathematical laws of chance can 

describe their fluctuations. 

E. This is how what business schools now call modern finance was born. 

(a) ADCBE (b) EBDCA 

(c) ABDCE (d) DCBEA 

 

 

DIRECTIONS for Questions 39 to 42: In each question, there are five sentences/paragraphs. 

The sentence/paragraph labelled A is in its correct place. The four that follow are labelled B, C, 

D and E, and need to be arranged in the logical order to form a coherent paragraph/passage. 

From the given options, choose the most appropriate one. 

 

39. A. In America, highly educated women, who are in stronger position in the labour market 

than less qualified ones, have higher rates of marriage than other groups. 

B. Some work supports the Becker thesis, and some appears to contradict it. 

C. And, as with crime, it is equally inconclusive. 
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D. But regardless of the conclusion of any particular piece of work, it is hard to establish 

convincing connections between family changes and economic factors using conventional 

approaches. 

E. Indeed, just as with crime, an enormous academic literature exists on the validity of the pure 

economic approach to the evolution of family structures. 

(a) BCDE (b) DBEC 

(c) BDCE (d) ECBD 

(e) EBCD 

 

40. A. Personal experience of mothering and motherhood are largely framed in relation to two 

discernible or “official” discourses: the “medical discourse and natural childbirth discourse”. 

Both 

of these tend to focus on the “optimistic stories” of birth and mothering and underpin stereotypes 

of the “good mother”. 

B. At the same time, the need for medical expert guidance is also a feature for contemporary 

reproduction and motherhood. But constructions of good mothering have not always been so 

conceived - and in different contexts may exist in parallel to other equally dominant discourses. 

C. Similarly, historical work has shown how what are now taken-for-granted aspects of 

reproduction and mothering practices result from contemporary “pseudoscientific directives” and 

“managed constructs”. These changes have led to a reframing of modern discourses that pattern 

pregnancy and motherhood leading to an acceptance of the need for greater expert management. 

D. The contrasting, overlapping, and ambiguous strands within these frameworks focus to 

varying degrees on a woman’s biological tie to her child and predisposition to instinctively know 

and be able to care for her child. 

E. In addition, a third, “unofficial popular discourse” comprising “old wives” tales and based on 

maternal experiences of childbirth has also been noted. These discourses have also been 
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acknowledged in work exploring the experiences of those who apparently do not “conform” to 

conventional stereotypes of the “good mother”. 

(a) EDBC (b) BCED 

(c) DBCE (d) EDCB 

(e) BCDE 

 

41. A. Indonesia has experienced dramatic shifts in its formal governance arrangements since the 

fall of President So eharto and the close of his centralized, authoritarian “New Order” regime 

in1997. 

B. The political system has taken its place in the nearly 10 years since Reformasi began. It has 

featured the active contest for political office among a proliferation of parties at central, 

provincial and district levels; direct elections for the presidency (since 2004); and radical 

changes in centre-local government relations towards administrative, fiscal, and political 

decentralization. 

C. The mass media, once tidily under Soeharto’s thumb, has experienced significant 

liberalization, as has the legal basis for non-governmental organizations, including many 

dedicated to such controversial issues as corruption control and human rights. 

D. Such developments are seen optimistically by a number of donors and some external analysts, 

who interpret them as signs of Indonesia’s political normalization. 

E. A different group of analysts paint a picture in which the institutional forms have changed, bitt 

power relations have not. Vedi Hadiz argues that Indonesia’s “democratic transition” has been 

anything but linear. 

(a) BDEC (b) CBDE 

(c) CEBD (d) DEBC 

(e) BCDE 
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42. A. I had six thousand acres of land, and had thus got much spare land besides the coffee 

plantation. Part of the farm was native forest, and about one thousand acres were squatters’ land, 

what [the Kikuyu] called their shambas. 

B. The squatters’ land was more intensely alive than the rest of the farm, and was changing with 

the seasons the year round. The maize grew up higher than your head as you walked on the 

narrow hard-trampled footpaths in between the tall green rustling regiments. 

C. The squatters are Natives, who with their families hold a few acres on a white man’s farm, 

and in return have to work for him a certain number of days in the year. My squatters, I think, 

saw the relationship in a different light, for many of them were born on the farm, and their 

fathers before them, and they very likely regarded me as a sort of superior squatter on their 

estates. 

D. The Kikuyu also grew the sweet potatoes that have a vine like leaf and spread over the ground 

like a dense entangled mat, and many varieties of big yellow and green speckled pumpkins. 

E. The beans ripened in the fields, were gathered and thrashed by the women, and the maize 

stalks and coffee pods were collected and burned, so that in certain seasons thin blue 

columns of smoke rose here and there all over the farm. 

(a) CBDE (b) BCDE 

(c) CBED (d) DBCE 

(e) EDBC 

 

DIRECTIONS for Questions 43 to 45: The sentences given in each question, when properly 

sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Each sentence is labelled with a letter. Choose the most 

logical order of sentences from among the given choices to construct a coherent paragraph. 
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43. A. Although there are large regional variations, it is not infrequent to find a large number of 

people sitting here and there and doing nothing. 

B. Once in office, they receive friends and relatives who feel free to call any time without prior 

appointment. 

C. While working, one is struck by the slow and clumsy actions and reactions, indifferent 

attitudes,procedure rather than outcome orientation, and the lack of consideration for others. 

D. Even those who are employed often come late to the office and leave early unless they are 

forced to be punctual. 

E. Work is not intrinsically valued in India. 

F. Quite often people visit ailing friends and relatives or go out of their way to help them in their 

personal matters even during office hours.  

(a) ECADBF (b) EADCFB 

(c) EADBFC (d) ABFCBE 

 

44. A. But in the industrial era destroying the enemy’s productive capacity means bombing the 

factories which are located in the cities. 

B. So in the agrarian era, if you need to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, what you want 

to do is burn his fields, or if you’re really vicious, salt them. 

C. Now in the information era, destroying the enemy’s productive capacity means destroying the 

information infrastructure. 

D. How do you do battle with your enemy? 

E. The idea is to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, and depending upon the economic 

foundation, that productive capacity is different in each case. 
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F. With regard to defence, the purpose of the military is to defend the nation and be prepared to 

do battle with its enemy. 

(a) FDEBAC (b) FCABED 

(c) DEBACF (d) DFEBAC 

 

45. A. Branded disposable diapers are available at many supermarkets and drug stores. 

B. If one supermarket sets a higher price for a diaper, customers may buy that brand elsewhere. 

C. By contrast, the demand for private-label products may be less price sensitive since it is 

available only at a corresponding supermarket chain. 

D. So the demand for branded diapers at any particular store may be quite price sensitive. 

E. For instance, only SavOn Drugs stores sell SavOn Drugs diapers. 

F. Then stores should set a higher incremental margin percentage for private label diapers. 

(a) ABCDEF (b) ABCEDF 

(c) ADBCEF (d) AEDBCF 

 

DIRECTIONS for Questions 46 to 54: Sentences given in each question, when properly 

sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. The first and last sentences are 1 and 6, and the four in 

between are labelled A, B, C and D. Choose the most logical order of these four sentences from 

among the four given choices to construct a coherent paragraph from sentences 1 to 6. 

 

46. 1. Making people laugh is tricky. 

A. At times, the intended humour may simply not come off. 
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B. Making people laugh while trying to sell them something is a tougher challenge, since the 

commercial can fall flat on two grounds. 

C. There are many advertisements which do amuse but do not even begin to set the cash 

registers ringing. 

D. Again, it is rarely sufficient for an advertiser simply to amuse the target audience in order to 

reap the sales benefit. 

E. There are indications that in substituting the hardsell for a more entertaining approach, some 

agencies have rather thrown out the baby with the bath-water. 

(a) CDBA (b) ABCD 

(c) BADC (d) DCBA 

 

47. 1. Picture a termite colony, occupying a tall mud hump on an African plain. 

A. Hungry predators often invade the colony and unsettle the balance. 

B. The colony flourishes only if the proportion of soldiers to workers remains roughly the 

same, so that the queen and workers can be protected by the soldiers, and the queen and soldiers 

can be serviced by the workers. 

C. But its fortunes are presently restored, because the immobile queen, walled in well below the 

ground level, lays eggs not only in large enough numbers, but also in the varying proportions 

required. 

D. The hump is alive with worker termites and soldier termites going about their distinct 

kinds of business. 

E. How can we account for a mysterious ability to respond like this to events on the distant 

surface? 
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(a) BADC (b) DBAC 

(c) ADCB (d) BDCA 

 

48. 1. According to recent research, the critical period for developing language skills is between 

the age of three and five years. 

A. The read-to child already has a large vocabulary and a sense of grammar and sentence 

structure. 

B. Children who are read to in these years have a far better chance of reading well in school, 

indeed, of doing well in all their subjects. 

C. And the reason is actually quite simple. 

D. This correlation is far and away the highest yet found between home influences and 

school success. 

E. Their comprehension of language is therefore very high. 

(a) DACD (b) ADCB 

(c) ABCD (d) BDCA 

 

49. 1. High-powered outboard motors were considered to be one of the major threats to the 

survival of the Beluga whales. 

A. With these, hunters could approach Belugas within hunting range and profit from its inner 

skin and blubber. 

B. To escape an approaching motor, Belugas have learnt to dive to the ocean bottom and stay 

there for up to 20 min, by which time the confused predator has left. 
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C. Today, however, even with much more powerful engines, it is difficult to come close, because 

the whales seem to disappear suddenly just when you thought you had them in your sights. 

D. When the first outboard engines arrived in the early 1930s, one came across 4 HP and 8 HP 

motors. 

E. Belugas seem to have used their well-known sensitivity to noise to evolve an ‘avoidance’ 

strategy to outsmart hunters and their powerful technologies. 

(a) DACB (b) ACDB 

(c) ADCB (d) DBAC 

 

50. 1. The reconstruction of history by post revolutionary science texts involves more than a 

multiplication of historical misconstructions. 

A. Because they aim quickly to acquaint the student with what the contemporary scientific 

community thinks it knows, textbooks treat the various experiments, concepts, laws and theories 

of the current normal science as separately and as nearly seriatim as possible. 

B. Those misconstructions render revolutions invisible; the arrangement of the still visible 

material in science texts implies a process that, if it existed, would deny revolutions a function. 

C. But when combined with the generally unhistorical air of science writing and with the 

occasional systematic misconstruction, one impression is likely to follow. 

D. As pedagogy, this technique of presentation is unexceptionable. 

E. Science has reached its present state by a series of individual discoveries and inventions that, 

when gathered together, constitute the modern body of technical knowledge. 

(a) BADC (b) ADCB 

(c) DACB (d) CBDA 
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51. 1. Security inks exploit the same principle that causes the vivid and constantly changing 

colours of a film of oil on water. 

A. When two rays of light meet each other after being reflected from these different surfaces, 

they have each travelled slightly different distances. 

B. The key is that the light is bouncing off two surfaces, that of the oil and that of the water layer 

below it. 

C. The distance the two rays travel determines which wavelengths, and hence colours, interfere 

constructively and look bright. 

D. Because light is, an electromagnetic wave, the peaks and troughs of each ray then 

interfere either constructively, to appear bright, or destructively, to appear dim. 

E. Since the distance the rays travel changes with the angle as you look at the surface, different 

colours look bright from different viewing angles. 

(a) ABCD (b) BADC 

(c) BDAC (d) DCAB 

 

52. 1. Commercially reared chicken can be unusually aggressive, and are often kept in darkened 

sheds to prevent them pecking at each other. 

A. The birds spent far more of their time — up to a third — pecking at the inanimate objects in 

the pens, in contrast to birds in other pens which spent a lot of time attacking others. 

B. In low light conditions, they behave less belligerently, but are more prone to ophthalmic 

disorders and respiratory problems. 

C. In an experiment, aggressive head-pecking was all but eliminated among birds in the 

enriched environment. 

D. Altering the birds’ environment, by adding bales of wood-shavings to their pens, can 



 

104 
 

work wonders. 

E. Bales could diminish aggressiveness and reduce injuries; they might even improve 

productivity, since a happy chicken is a productive chicken. 

(a) DCAB (b) CDBA 

(c) DBAC (d) BDCA 

 

53. 1. The concept of a ‘nation-state’ assumes a complete correspondence between the 

boundaries of the nation and the boundaries of those who live in a specific state. 

A. Then there are members of national collectivities who live in other countries, making a 

mockery of the concept. 

B. There are always people living in particular states who are not considered to be (and 

often do not consider themselves to be) members of the hegemonic nation. 

C. Even worse, there are nations which never had a state or which are divided across several 

states. 

D. This, of course, has been subject to severe criticism and is virtually everywhere a fiction. 

E. However, the fiction has been, and continues to be, at the basis of nationalist ideologies. 

(a) DBAC (b) ABCD 

(c) BACD (d) DACB 

 

54. 1. In the sciences, even questionable examples of research fraud are harshly punished. 

A. But no such mechanism exists in the humanities — much of what humanities 

researchers call research does not lead to results that are replicable by other scholars. 
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B. Given the importance of interpretation in historical and literary scholarship, humanities 

researchers are in a position where they can explain away deliberate and even systematic 

distortion. 

C. Mere suspicion is enough for funding to be cut off; publicity guarantees that careers can be 

effectively ended. 

D. Forgeries which take the form of pastiches in which the forger intersperses fake and 

real parts can be defended as mere mistakes or aberrant misreading. 

E. Scientists fudging data have no such defences. 

(a) BDCA (b) ABDC 

(c) CABD (d) CDBA 

 

 

ANSWERS:- 
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QUESTIONS ON IDIOMS 

 

Question 1: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

to bend over backwards 

 

 

a) to accommodate every unreasonable request usually without getting anything back 

 

b) stepping away from an unpleasant situation 

 

c) to make every effort to achieve something, especially to be fair or helpful 

 

d) submitting onerself completely to a higher authority 

 

Question 2: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

feeding frenzy 

 

a) a mad rush to complete a big project before deadline 

 

b) an episode of frantic competition for something 

 

c) a party where people hog on food 

 

d) a craze which rapidly spreads all over the world 

 

Instructions 

 

In  following questions four alternatives are given for the idiom/ phrase given bold in the 
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sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the idiom/ phrase. 

 

Question 3: Because of his misbehaviour, he is bound to face the music. 

 

a) Get finished 

 

b) Get reprimanded 

 

c) Feel sorry 

 

d) Listen to the music 

 

Instructions 

 

In questions, four alternatives are given for the underlined idiom/phrase. Choose the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the underlined idiom/phrase and blacken the appropriate 

rectangle in the Answer Sheet. 

 

Question 4: Raj couldn’t pay the bill, so he asked the owner to put it on the cuff. 

 

a) On credit 

 

b) Against his credit card 

 

c) In his bank account 

 

d) In his friend’s account 

 

Question 5: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/Phrase. 

To put a spoke in one’s wheel 
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a) To be advantageous at the time of difficulty 

 

b) To maintain under all circumstances 

 

c) To blame the other party 

 

d) To put a difficulty in the way of progress 

 

Question 6: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

The best of both worlds 

 

a) To live like a saint so that you are the best in the living world as well as the heavens 

 

b) To be lucky in life as well as in death 

 

c) The benefits of widely differing situations, enjoyed at the same time 

 

d) To be popular amongst both the opposing groups 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following questions, four alternatives are given for the Idiom/ Phrase printed in bold in the 

sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 7: Hold your horses for a moment while I make a phone call. 

 

a) Be patient 

 

b) Stayout 
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c) Be quiet 

 

d) Wait 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative which best 

expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 8: Shoot from the hip 

 

a) Reacting without considering the consequences 

 

b) Maintaining extreme accuracy in the task 

 

c) Speaking about something that one has no knowledge about 

 

d) Showing no interest in the work being done 

 

Question 9: See eye to eye 

 

a) To sport a rivalry 

 

b) To pass on a message 

 

c) To agree with one another 

 

d) To not trust one another 

 

Question 10: On thin ice 
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a) Put on hold 

 

b) In a precarious position 

 

c) Under consideration 

 

d) An unrealistic plan 

 

Question 11: By the skin of someone’s teeth 

 

a) By leveraging one’s influence 

 

b) To make up a story 

 

c) To gossip about someone 

 

d) By a narrow margin 

 

Question 12: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Once in a blue moon 

 

a) Very rarely 

 

b) Often 

 

c) After 15 days 

 

d) Continuos 
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Question 13: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

A piece of cake 

 

a) Celebration 

 

b) Very difficult to acquire 

 

c) Delicious food 

 

d) Very easy to achieve 

 

Question 14: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

To kill two birds with one stone 

 

a) To hunt 

 

b) To be over-ambitious 

 

c) To be confident 

 

d) To achieve two aims at once. 

 

Question 15: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Speak of the devil 

 

a) Words spoken by a bad person 

 

b) Speaking bad about someone 
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c) Appearing just after being mentioned 

 

d) To talk about an unfortunate incident 

 

Question 16: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

blood is thicker than water 

 

a) relations are more important than merit 

 

b) all crimes are not equal so punishment for murder is not same as that of theft 

 

c) family relationships and loyalties are the strongest and most important ones 

 

d) deceit from a family member hurts more than being cheated by strangers 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following questions, four alternatives are given for the idiom/phrase printed in bold. 

Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase as your answer. 

 

Question 17: The secretary had the information at her fingertips. 

 

a) on her typewriter 

 

b) readily available 

 

c) in the compact disc 

 

d) not accessible 
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Question 18: To take the bull by the horns 

 

a) to check rumours from spreading 

 

b) to inflict a crushing defeat upon the enemy 

 

c) to face danger 

 

d) to restrain anger 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative which best 

expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 19: Nail in the coffin 

 

a) Last act which brings about failure 

 

b) Last event which kills a plan 

 

c) Last act of a play or a performance 

 

d) Last member of a team 

 

Question 20: Chip off the old block 

 

a) Last building in a residential area 

 

b) Having a trait/characteristic similar to one’s parents 
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c) Final bet placed in a game of chance like poker 

 

d) Sibling of someone popular 

 

Question 21: Once bitten twice shy 

 

a) Injured gravely in an accident 

 

b) Being very sharing of one’s belongings 

 

c) Being cautious of something due to unpleasant experience in the past 

 

d) Being very skeptical of fairytales 

 

Question 22: Let the cat out of the bag 

 

a) Being kind towards everyone around us 

 

b) Providing shelter to animals 

 

c) Giving someone hope 

 

d) Revealing a secret 

 

Question 23: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Call it a day 

 

a) To declare the end of time. 
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b) To declare the end of a task. 

 

c) Call someone daily. 

 

d) Call someone today. 

 

Question 24: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Couch potato 

 

a) To be lazy. 

 

b) To sit on a couch 

 

c) To eat potatoes 

 

d) To become a potato on a couch 

 

Question 25: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Back bite 

 

a) scold gently 

 

b) thrash someone badly 

 

c) praise highly of someone 

 

d) slander someone in his/her absence 
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Question 26: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

A god’s ape 

 

a) Complete fool 

 

b) Brave 

 

c) Genius 

 

d) Generous 

 

Question 27: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Ever and anon 

 

a) always 

 

b) occasionally 

 

c) continuously 

 

d) never 

 

Question 28: In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative 

which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

Pick of the basket 

 

a) rotten fruit 

 

b) dull 
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c) the very best 

 

d) mediocre 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following questions, four alternatives are given for the Idiom/Phrase printed in bold in the 

sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/ Phrase. 

 

Question 29: He could not get money from his master because he rubbed him up the wrong way. 

 

a) irked or irritated him 

 

b) asked him to speed up 

 

c) suggested a wrong method 

 

d) advised him to be strict 168. 

 

Question 30: I’ll be able to do my job very well when I know the ropes. 

 

a) become bolder 

 

b) work in silence 

 

c) learn the procedures 

 

d) gain confidence 

 

Question 31: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 
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best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

An axe to grind 

 

a) To act bravely 

 

b) To act like a fool 

 

c) To have a selfish motive 

 

d) To take risk 

 

Question 32: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

Not one’s cup of tea 

 

a) To stop having breakfast 

 

b) To accept defeat even before attempting to take up the challenge 

 

c) To be satisfied with less 

 

d) Not one’s choice or preference 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following questions, four alternatives are given for the Idiom/Phrase printed in bold in the 

sentence. Choose the alternative which best express the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 33: The police smelt the rat behind the death of the girl. 

 

a) got very much confused 
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b) identified the cause of death 

 

c) suspected that something is fishy 

 

d) jumped to the conclusion 

 

Question 34: The construction remains unfinished and the workers have let the grass grow under 

their feet. 

 

a) grown grass all over the lawn 

 

b) gone on a luxury tour 

 

c) delay doing the work 

 

d) demanded more benefits 

 

Question 35: Hard work plays in the long run. 

 

a) always 

 

b) over a period of time 

 

c) indefinitely 

 

d) never 

 

Question 36: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

Pillar to post 
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a) Main support of an object 

 

b) One place to another 

 

c) To be reluctant 

 

d) To incite others 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 37: On the brink of 

 

a) To be alert 

 

b) To be near to 

 

c) Not at all 

 

d) Occasionally 

 

Question 38: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

to get up on the wrong side of the bed 

 

a) to find oneself in a strange place when one wakes up especially after drinking a lot previous 

night 
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b) to start the day in a bad mood which continues all day long 

 

c) to argue with your spouse 

 

d) to roll a lot in bed while sleeping 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 39: Cut in on 

 

a) Acknowledge 

 

b) Interrupt 

 

c) Evade 

 

d) Produce 

 

Question 40: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

Once and for all 

 

a) Now and for the last time; finally 

 

b) To be successful in the first attempt 
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c) To do a charitable act for the benefit of everybody 

 

d) To speak for the majority 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 41: To put one out of countenance 

 

a) To put a difficulty in the way of progress 

 

b) To provoke quarrel 

 

c) To make one feel ashamed 

 

d) To deceive someone 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 42: God’s ape 

 

a) As strong as god 

 

b) A born fool 

 

c) A knowledgeable person 
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d) Kind hearted person 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 43: In the egg 

 

a) In an untidy state 

 

b) In a dilemma 

 

c) In an early stage 

 

d) In bodily form 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 44: At variance with 

 

a) In one time 

 

b) In opposite 

 

c) In any way 
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d) Sometimes 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative which best 

expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 45: Tall order 

 

a) Difficult demand 

 

b) Overbearing 

 

c) A wild rumour 

 

d) Fair and foul 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which best expresses 

the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

 

Question 46: By fair means or foul 

 

a) By any means 

 

b) To make sense 

 

c) Undecided controversial 

 

d) To get puzzled 
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Question 47: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, select the alternative which 

best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. to drink like a fish 

 

a) a person who spends a lot 

 

b) a person who keeps cheating for a very long time without getting noticed 

 

c) a person who needs to relive himself very frequently 

 

d) to drink excessive amounts of alcohol 

 

Instructions 

 

In the following question, out of the four given alternatives, select the alternative which best 

expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 

 

Question 48: Bank on something 

 

a) To do transaction 

 

b) To rely on something 

 

c) To be independent 

 

d) To clear out something 

 

Question 49: Break down 

 

a) To walk long way 
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b) To fail 

 

c) To ignore someone 

 

d) To exercise 

 

Question 50: Catch on 

 

a) Rejuvenating 

 

b) Secret affair 

 

c) To lose 

 

d) To become popular 

 

 

 

Answers & Solutions: 

 

1) Answer (C) 

 

2) Answer (B) 

 

3) Answer (B) 

 

4) Answer (A) 

 

5) Answer (D) 

 

6) Answer (C) 
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7) Answer (D) 

 

‘To hold ones horses’ means to wait for sometime. Hence, option D is the correct answer. 

 

8) Answer (A) 

 

’Shoot from the hip’ means to speak or react honestly, without putting in much thought about the 

consequences. Therefore, option A is the right answer. 

 

9) Answer (C) 

 

’To see eye to eye’ means to be in complete agreement with one another. Therefore, option C is 

the right answer. 

 

10) Answer (B) 

 

’On thin ice’ means to be in a precarious position. Therefore, option B is the right answer. 

 

11) Answer (D) 

 

’By the skin of one’s teeth’ means to escape by a narrow margin. Therefore, option D is the right 

answer. 

 

12) Answer (A) 

 

“Once in a blue moon’ means very rarely. 

Hence, option A is the correct answer. 

 

13) Answer (D) 
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‘A piece of cake’ means something easily achieved. 

Hence, option D is the correct answer. 

 

14) Answer (D) 

 

‘To kill two birds with one stone’ means to achieve two aims at once. 

Hence, option D is the correct answer. 

 

15) Answer (C) 

 

‘Speak of the devil means’ appearing just after being mentioned. 

Hence, option C is the correct answer. 

 

16) Answer (C) 

 

17) Answer (B) 

 

18) Answer (C) 

 

19) Answer (A) 

 

‘Nail in the coffin’ means the last act which brings about the failure of something. Thus option A 

is the correct answer. 

 

20) Answer (B) 

 

‘Chip off the block’ is used to describe someone who has few or some traits like his/her parents. 

Thus option B is the correct answer. 

 

21) Answer (C) 
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‘Once bitten twice shy’ is used to describe someone who is cautious of something due to some 

unpleasant experience in the past. Thus option C is the correct answer 

 

22) Answer (D) 

 

‘Letting the cat out of the bag’ means the act of revealing a secret. This option D is the correct 

answer 

 

23) Answer (B) 

 

Call it a day means to finish a task or a day. Option B is correct. 

 

24) Answer (A) 

 

To be a couch potato means to be very lazy. So, Option A is correct. 

 

25) Answer (D) 

 

To back bite means to denounce someone behind his back. Only option D comes close. Hence, 

option D. 

 

26) Answer (A) 

 

When we call someone as a god’s ape then we consider that person to be very foolish. Hence, 

option A is correct. 

 

27) Answer (B) 

 

Ever and anon means something occurring now and then or occasionally. Hence, option B is 

correct. 
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28) Answer (C) 

 

The pick of the basket is an idiom which is used to convey something as being the very best. 

Hence, option C is the correct choice. 

 

29) Answer (A) 

 

30) Answer (C) 

 

31) Answer (C) 

 

32) Answer (D) 

 

33) Answer (C) 

 

34) Answer (C) 

 

35) Answer (B) 

 

36) Answer (B) 

 

37) Answer (B) 

 

38) Answer (B) 

 

39) Answer (B) 

 

40) Answer (A) 

 

41) Answer (C) 
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42) Answer (B) 

 

43) Answer (C) 

 

44) Answer (B) 

 

45) Answer (A) 

 

46) Answer (A) 

 

47) Answer (D) 

 

48) Answer (B) 

 

49) Answer (B) 

 

50) Answer (D) 
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