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National News  

15 March 2021  

 Give farmers legal guarantee on 

MSP, will make sure protest ends, 

Meghalaya Governor Satya Pal 

Malik to centre.   

At a felicitation event in up’s Baghpat 

Meghalaya Governor Satya Pal Malik 

expressed his support to the farmers protest 

claimed that he will help end the ongoing 

stir if the centre gives a legal guarantee of 

the minimum support price (MSP) for crops.  

While expressing the support to the ongoing 

farmers agitation, Satya Pal Malik urged 

PM Modi and home minister Amit Shah to 

not offend the protesters.  

While delivering the speech, Satya Pal 

Malik said that prime minister and home 

minister should not allow farmers to go back 

to home from Delhi empty-handed.  

He also asserted that he would take entire 

responsibility to end the farmers protest at 

borders of Delhi if centre promises a legal 

guarantee of MSP.  

"Don't insult and send the farmers back 

empty-handed from Delhi. The Sikh 

community does not back down and forget 

things even after 300 years. None of the 

laws are in favour of farmers. The country 

in which farmers and soldiers are not 

satisfied, cannot progress. Hence, the Army 

and farmers should be kept satisfied,” Satya 

Pal Malik said in an appeal to PM Modi.  

Emphasising the condition of farmers, he 

said that “they are getting poorer day by day 

without their knowledge, whatever they 

sown are becoming cheap when they reap it, 

but salaries of government officials and 

staff are hiked every three years”.  

Satya Pal Malik also asserted that he 

prevented the arrest of farmer leader Rakesh 

Tikait.  

 India to take up with UK racism 

issues when required:  

Jaishankar.   

India will take up with the United Kingdom 

when required the alleged incidents of 

racism in Britain, External Affairs Minister 

S Jaishankar said in the Rajya Sabha on 

Monday. He also described India as the land 

of Mahatma Gandhi and said it can never 

turn its eyes away from racism.  

  

Responding to concerns raised by a BJP MP 

over racism and cyberbullying that forced 

Indian-origin Rashmi Samant to resign as 

president of the Oxford University Students 

Union, the minister said New Delhi has 

strong ties with the UK and will take up 

such matters with great candour when 

required.  
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“I note the sentiments of the House,” he 

said. “I do want to say that as a land of 

Mahatma Gandhi, we can never ever turn 

our eyes away from racism wherever it is. 

Particularly so when it is in a country where 

we have such a large diaspora,” he said.  

  

Ms. Samant, the first Indian woman to be 

elected as president of the Oxford 

University Students Union, was forced to 

resign within five days of her appointment 

over several of her social media posts that 

were labelled anti-Semitic and racist.  

  

BJP’s Ashwini Vaishnav said she was cyber 

bullied, and her parent’s Hindu religious 

beliefs were publicly attacked by a faculty 

member.  

  

“As a friend of the UK, we also have 

concerns about its reputational impact,” Mr.  

Jaishankar said. “What I do want to say is 

that we have strong ties with the UK (and) 

we will take up such matters with great 

candour when required.” “We will monitor 

these developments very, very closely. We 

will raise it when required and we will 

always champion the fight against racism 

and other forms of intolerance,” he added.  

  

Raising the issue through a zero-hour 

mention, Mr. Vaishnav said there appears to 

a continuation of attitudes and prejudices 

from the colonial era in the United 

Kingdom. Ms. Samant, a bright student 

from Udupi, Karnataka,overcame all 

challenges to become the first Indian 

women president of the union, he said. But 

“what was the treatment meted out to her?” 

he asked. “Shouldn’t this diversity have 

been celebrated?”  

  

“Instead of that, she was cyberbullied to the 

point that she had to resign. Even the Hindu 

religious belief of her parents was publicly 

attacked by a faculty member, which went 

unpunished. If this happens at an institute 

like Oxford what is the message that goes 

out to the world,” he said.  

  

While she did issue a public apology for 

‘unintentionally’ hurting anyone’s 

emotions, Samant believes she was unfairly 

targeted as a ‘conscious attempt’.  

  

Mr. Vaishnav also brought up Prince 

Harry’s wife Meghan Markle’s accusations 

of racism by UK royals. “A behaviour of a 

society is actually a reflection of its beliefs 

and value system. If such practices of racial 

discrimination are followed at the highest 

level in society what would be the following 

at the lower levels,” he asked. Stating that 

the two instances were not isolated, he said 

the treatment of migrants and their 
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segregation in the UK on a racial basis is 

very well known all over the world.  

  

A recent report stated that the death rate 

among people of Asian origin because of 

COVID-19 is higher than the death rate in 

other communities in the UK, he said.  

“Doesn’t it raise a major question about 

equitable access to health and indeed the 

entire basic human rights issue?”  

  

He went on to state that India is a country 

with a large diaspora in the UK. “There is a 

natural concern for all of us. The era of 

colonialism is over, but the mindset seems 

to be still persistent. This is where the UK 

has to change. If it wants our respect, it has 

to change,” he said, asking the External 

Affairs minister to take up the matter with 

the UK government.  

  

 Two-day Bank strike is reflection 

of ill-placed priorities of Modi 

govt, says Congress.   

Randeep sujerwal Monday asserted that 

government instead of assuring better 

governance in public sector banks  

‘recklessly selling’ such lenders.  

  

New Delhi: The congress on Monday 

prolonged it is full support to two-day calm 

given by bank employee unions and claimed 

that Modi government is cause for the 

inconvenience of bank employee’s.  

AICC secretary and party’s chief 

spokesperson Randeep sujerwal, in a 

statement, said the union forum of bank 

union (UFBU), an umbrella of 9 bank union, 

made a call for two-day strike on March 

15&16 against privatisation of public sector 

banks which leads to backwardness of 

banking reforms.  

Sujerwal also said that congress stand in 

solidarity with 10 lakh bank officials and 

staff participating in the strike against 

recklessness of the government in 

privatisation of public sector banks.  

He said even experts like former RBI 

governor Raghuram Rajan alarmed the 

move considering it as huge mistake.  

Sujerwal said that having high population in 

rural areas who are engaged in agriculture, 

public sector banks should ensure easy 

accessible of banking which is not in the 

priority list of private lenders.  

He said that nationalisation of bank was to 

bring banking closer to every Indian. PSU 

banks are not just profit-making board. 

They played a major role in social reform in 

the past, he added.  
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16 March 2021  

 COVID-19: Highest losses in 

labour income, education, says 

U.N. report.   

  

The regional group that India belongs to is 

likely to see the highest COVID-19-related 

losses in labour income and education 

within the Asia-Pacific, according to the 

United Nations’ latest assessment of 

progress on the Sustainable Development 

Goals and the impact of the pandemic. It is 

also seeing a rise in inequality which is 

unique to the region, according to the report 

released on Tuesday.  

  

India is the largest country in the South and 

South West Asia (SSWA) grouping, which 

also includes the SAARC nations, Iran, and 

Turkey. The group is not on target to reach 

any of the SDGs and is seeing actual 

regression on the goals related to reduced 

inequalities, peace, justice and strong 

institutions, sustainable cities, climate 

action and marine life. It has made 

significant progress on poverty, hunger, and 

health goals, but still needs to accelerate 

action in these areas to meet 2030 targets. 

Among the areas listed for urgent course 

correction include migrant deaths and 

disappearances, human trafficking, 

unsentenced detainees, air quality and 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

  

“Inequalities are rising in the SSWA. In fact, 

it is the only sub-region where we are seeing 

regression in this goal,” said Nagesh 

Kumar, director of the regional office of the 

UN Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) which 

produced the report. This is backed up by  

NITI Aayog’s own assessment of India’s 

SDG progress, which showed a growing 

inequality gap nationwide between its 2018 

and 2019 Indices.  

  

Mr. Kumar said the UNESCAP report 

portrayed the situation pre-COVID, as data 

collection lags mean that it will take several 

years for the pandemic’s full impact to be 

reflected in the official SDG assessment.  

  

However, projections made by several U.N. 

agencies paint a dire picture of COVID’s 

consequences. In the Asia Pacific region, 

they expected a 16-42% increase in 

maternal mortality, with an additional five 

lakh deaths of children under five years, as 

an indirect result of the pandemic. 

Estimating that nearly 830 million informal 

workers were affected by the lockdowns in 

Asia Pacific, they predicted that 15 million 

more people faced unemployment.  

  

The SSWA region fared worse, with 

workers losing 13.5% of their income in 
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2020, in comparison to 2019. Students in the 

region lost 127 days of education due to 

school shutdowns, in comparison to the 101 

days average for Asia Pacific.  

Air quality  

  

Carbon dioxide emissions and air quality 

were among the few areas that saw 

significant improvement during the  

lockdown. “Satellite data show air pollution 

over northern India at a 20-year low, with 

New Delhi and nearby areas registering a 

significant 50% reduction of aerosol optical 

depth [correlating to fine particulate matter,  

PM2.5 and PM10] in April,” said the report. 

However, emissions shot up immediately 

after the economy was reopened.  

  

“What began as a health crisis has quickly 

become a human and socio-economic crisis. 

The pandemic is imperilling progress 

towards the SDGs and also making their 

achievement all the more urgent and 

necessary,” said the report.  

  

 Cannot send Myanmar exiles back, 

says Mizoram MP. They are our brothers; 

sending them back will mean killing them, 

says lawmaker.  A Rajya Sabha member 

from the Mizo National Front (MNF) said 

on Tuesday that more than 300 people who 

have entered Mizoram from Myanmar 

fearing the military crackdown in that 

country include pregnant women and 

children.  

  

K. Vanlalvena The Hindu that the Ministry 

of Home Affairs (MHA) was indulging in 

doublespeak as the Chief Minister had been 

assured recently that no one will be deported 

but on the other hand, the Ministry sent 

letter to the State governments of Nagaland, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, and Mizoram 

that people fleeing the coup should be 

identified and deported. The four States 

share a border with Myanmar.  

  

The Tatmadaw, or Myanmar military, had 

taken over the country after a coup on 

February 1.  

  

Speaking in Rajya Sabha for zero hour, Mr.  

Vanlalvena said, “Over 300 Myanmar 

nationals who have crossed border include 

150 police personnel who favoured the (pro-

democracy )protestors. The State 

government and NGOs have given 

immediate help and shelter to these 

refugees. Meanwhile MHA has given 

directions to not entertain Myanmar 

refugees.”  

  

“It will not go down well with people in 

Mizoram if the central government insists 

on deporting them. Being the largest 

democracy in the world, it is the 
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responsibility of India to encourage and 

support any struggle to protect and uphold 

democratic rights and principles. They are 

our brothers; sending them back to  

Myanmar will mean killing them,” the MP 

added.  

  

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr. Vanlalvena 

said, “Most of them have relatives in our 

State. There are 16 to 17 roads that connect 

Myanmar to India, there is a small river, it 

is very easy to cross over to India. There is 

no fencing. The Mizoram government has 

also sent a petition to the National Human 

Rights Commission. They are not here for 

good; they will be sent back once the 

situation is peaceful. MHA should provide 

food and amenities to the refugees,” he said.  

  

He said the refugees from Myanmar belong 

to the Chin ethnic group comprising Lai, 

Tidim-Zomi, Lusei and Hualngo tribes — 

related to the dominant Mizos in the 

Northeast.  

  

“The Chief Minister spoke to Home 

Minister Amit Shah and he was promised 

that no refugee will be deported to 

Myanmar. But he gave this assurance about 

those who have already entered and now  

MHA has sent a letter to send them back,” 

the MP said.  

  

MHA in a letter dated March 10 to the four 

States said the State governments have no 

powers to grant “refugee” status to any 

foreigner” and India is not a signatory to the 

United Nations Refugee Convention of 

1951 and its 1967 Protocol.  

  

Union Minister of State for Home  

Nityanand Rai informed the Lok Sabha on  

Tuesday  that  “all  foreign  nationals  

(including asylum seekers)” are governed 

by the various of law.  

  

“However, a standard operating procedure 

(SoP) was issued in 2011 by the Central 

Government and amended in 2019 which 

has to be followed by law enforcement 

agencies while dealing with foreign 

nationals who claim to be refugees,” the 

reply stated.  

The Mizoram government has said 383 

Myanmar nationals, including women and 

children have crossed over .  

  

Mizoram’s Home Department officials told 

local journalists in State capital Aizawl that 

297 of the asylum-seekers who entered five 

border districts have been verified while the 

remaining 86 are yet to be verified.  

  

The unofficial number of Chin refugees is at 

least twice that of the official figure of 383.  
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“About 98% of the Myanmar nationals 

claim that they belong to the police force 

and fire service. They chose to leave the 

country rather than obey the military 

regime,” the local publications said, quoting 

unnamed Home Department officials.  

Six Mizoram districts – Hnahthial, 

Champhai, Lawngtlai, Saitual, Serchhip and 

Siaha – share a 404-km border with  

Myanmar’s Chin State.  

Officials said only Saitual has not reported 

the entry of any refugee from Myanmar 

since the coup.  

  

Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga and 

the State’s MPs have preferred a 

humanitarian approach, offering them 

temporary shelter and food.  

  

“The influx could not be prevented because 

much of the border is porous. They cannot 

be pushed back now because it is against 

humanitarian values,” officials in the State 

were quoted as saying.  

17 March 2021  

 New agriculture bill will deprive 

livelihood of Odisha farmers.  

More than 90% of farmers in Odisha are 

small marginal cultivating farmers who 

prefers to sell the produces at their doorstep.  

Rabindra Senapati, farmer of Odisha who 

have more little than 3 acres of land. He 

does not know about new farming bill, but 

his contention is clear, “ if new laws provide 

us options for selling our crops at distant 

places for better price then it makes no sense 

since we are small farmers, we cannot take 

all our crops to the far away distance in 

order to get best price from the private 

players who may give hiked price than 

MSP. Who shall bear the transport cost? 

Once we keep all our products before them, 

we are at their mercy! What kind of bargain 

shall be expected? Whether they take all our 

produces or they choose them on the 

quality? What if they deny taking our crops? 

We cannot bring back to our village. Giving 

it for their price will be the only option,” he 

said.  

The opinion of Rabindra resembles the 

needs of Most of the small and marginal 

farmers in the state. 90% of the farmers in  

Odisha are small and marginal categorised 

farmers who cultivate in less than five acres.  

 Odisha truck driver fined ₹1000 

for not wearing helmet.  

Indian streets are filled with interesting 

incidents and recently one such incident 

happened in Odisha. A truck driver has been 

fined Rs. 1,000 for not wearing a helmet 

while he was driving his truck. You read it 
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right! Police fined a truck driver for not 

wearing a helmet.   

Truck driver, Pramod Kumar Swain is from 

the Ganjam district visited the Regional 

Transport Office (RTO) in order to renew 

his driving permit. When he asked about the 

driving permit renewal, Swain got to 

knowthat he has been issued a challan for 

"driving without a helmet".   

The vehicle was fined for not wearing a 

helmet and it was due on Pramod's name. 

According to the reports, when Pramod tried 

to have a word about this entire matter with 

the RTO officials, no one helped him with a 

satisfactory answer, and he was forced to 

pay a fine of Rs. 1,000 in order to renew his 

driving permit.   

According to the media reports, Pramod said 

that he has been working as a water supplier 

and has been driving a truck for the past 

three years. He also said that RTO officials 

were unable to produce a reasonable answer 

to this situation. He added by saying that 

such incidents were causing unnecessary 

harassment of people and were in a direction 

to collect money from people.   

He said that "The government should take 

steps to prevent such errors."  

This is not the very first time that such a 

blunder has happened. Last year, a person 

driving a car was fined for not wearing a 

helmet in Uttar Pradesh. The entire scenario 

came to light when the vehicle owner, 

Parshant Tiwari from Hamirpur district 

received an e-challan on his registered 

mobile number.  

  

18 March 2021  

  Pandemic  pushes  32  million   

Indians out of middle class, says 

Pew Research.   

A report published on Thursday revealed 

that financial distress coupled with the 

Coronavirus crisis has pushed around 32 

million Indians out of the middle class. This 

has taken years of economic gains. The 

report said that the pandemic year 2020 

reduced the number of those in the middle 

class to 66 million, downs third from a pre 

pandemic estimate of 99 million.   

India is estimated to have seen a greater 

decrease in the middle class and a much 

sharper rise in poverty than china in the 

Covid -19 downturn, the Pew Research 

Centre said, citing the World Banks 

forecasts of economic growth.   

But nearly a year into the pandemic, the 

World Bank revised its forecast this 

January, to a contraction of 9.6 percent for 

India and growth of 2 percent for China.   
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 India faces a second wave of infections in 

some industrial states, after a decline in case 

until early this yearly the estimates hold true 

in actual World Bank income data still being 

gathered, it would mark an end to a pattern 

that has seen the global middle class expand 

without fail since 1990s .  

 In letter to farmer, Modi says govt. 

wants to ease farmers' journey from 

'seed to market'.  Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi was replying to a letter 

from a farmer from Nainital, who had 

congratulated him on the completion of five 

years of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana (PMFBY). PM Modi says Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana protects farmers 

from risk associated with economic 

uncertainties. Continuous efforts are being 

made to remove every small and big 

impediment in the way of farmers' journey 

from 'seed to market' and to ensure the 

progress of agriculture, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has told a farmer from 

Uttarakhand in a letter.  

Replying to a letter written by Kheemanand  

Pandey from Nainital, who had 

congratulated the Prime Minister on the 

completion of five years of the Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), Mr. 

Modi said the scheme is continuously 

playing an important role in protecting the 

economic interests of hardworking farmers 

by reducing the risk associated with weather 

uncertainties.  

  

Crores of farmers are availing the benefits 

of this farmer-friendly insurance scheme, 

the Prime Minister noted in his reply to 

Kheemanand Pandey's letter.  

Referring to the government's committed 

efforts towards agriculture and farmers' 

welfare, Prime Minister Modi said, 

"Through comprehensive coverage and 

transparent claim redressal process over the 

last five years, the 'fasal bima' (crop 

insurance) scheme has emerged as an 

example of our determined efforts for 

farmers' welfare."  

"Today, continuous efforts are being made 

to remove every small and big impediment 

in the way of the farmers' journey from the 

'seed to market' and to ensure their 

prosperity and progress of agriculture," Mr. 

Modi wrote in the letter.  

In his letter to the farmer, the Prime Minister 

also appreciated the contribution and role of 

the people in the progress of the country.  

"With a vision of all-round development, 

today the country is rapidly moving towards 

building a strong, prosperous and self-

reliant India," he said.  

The country, energised by the confidence of 

all the citizens, is united to achieve the 

national goals, the PM said and expressed 

confidence "that our efforts to take the 
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country to new heights on the world stage 

will be further intensified".  

‘Grateful for appreciation’ The Prime 

Minister thanked Mr. Pandey for sharing his 

thoughts on the continuous efforts by the 

government to improve various sectors 

including agriculture and to take the country 

to new heights of development.  

"Such kinds of messages give me new 

energy to keep serving the country 

wholeheartedly," the PM was quoted as 

saying in the letter.  

Asked about the Prime Minister's reply to 

him, Mr. Pandey said he could not believe 

that the Prime Minister had taken time out 

to write back to him and he was moved by 

the gesture.  

He said he had written to the PM to thank 

him for the 'fasal bima' scheme as it had 

brought about a change in his quality of life 

and he no longer lived in the fear of natural 

calamities destroying his hard work. Mr. 

Pandey had written to the Prime Minister 

via the NaMo App and congratulated him on 

the completion of five years of PMFBY.  

He had also said the central government, 

under the leadership of the Prime Minister, 

is constantly making efforts for the progress 

of the citizens and of the nation through 

various welfare schemes.  

19 March 2021  

 COVID-19 surge continues- 

Maharashtra, Kerala, and Punjab 

account for 76.48% of  

country’s total active cases.  

Three States — Maharashtra, Kerala and 

Punjab account for 76.48% of India’s total 

active cases currently with the country on 

Friday reporting 39,726 new COVID-19 

cases, 20,654 recoveries and 154 deaths in 

the last 24 hours, as per data released by the 

Health Ministry.  

“Some states in the country are reporting a 

surge in the daily new COVID-19 cases. 

Maharashtra, Punjab, Karnataka, Gujarat 

and Chhattisgarh together account 80.63% 

of the daily new cases,’’ said the release. It 

added that Maharashtra continued to report 

the highest daily new cases at 25,833 (65% 

of the daily cases). It is followed by Punjab 

with 2,369 while Kerala reported  

1,899 new cases. India’s total active 

caseload stands at 2.71 lakh (2,71,282) on 

Friday.  

The release added that the country’s 

cumulative recoveries stand at 1,10,83,679 

on Friday with a national recovery rate of 

96.56%.  

Sixteen States/Union Territories have not 

reported any COVID-19 deaths in the last 

24 hours. These include — Andhra  
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Pradesh, Chandigarh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, 

Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Sikkim,  

Meghalaya, and Arunachal Pradesh.  

Meanwhile, the India Medical Association 

(IMA) in a release issued on Friday said that 

it was painful to note that despite adequate 

health care, infrastructure encasement, 

public awareness, and stringent control 

measures for the mitigation of Coronavirus 

pandemic in India, there was a continuous 

spike in the cases streaking across the 

country forecasting the beginning of the 

second wave.  

“We urge everyone to come forward with a 

more dedicated test, trace and carryon 

appropriate protocol for treating without 

falling prey to unscientific selfish-centred 

promotion of certain drugs and 

procedures,’’ noted the release. Association 

national president J. A. Jayalal said: “In this 

context, we have raised questions on the 

usage of certain tablets (Coronil) as a 

medicine for the Corona infection. When 

questions were sent to Central Drug 

Standard Control  

Organisation through RTI it replied that no 

certificate or permission for the use of 

Coronil for treatment of COVID-19 is given 

by them.’’  

  

He added that while the IMA acknowledged 

and respected the valuable contribution of 

pure Ayurveda drugs, “using it as an only 

curative drug for infected people will be a 

dangerous one. In the pandemic, we need to 

be extra cautious as any false hope will 

enhance the spread of the disease. Everyone 

should take the COVID-19 vaccination and 

adopt the principles of COVID-19 

appropriate behaviours like physical 

distancing, hand hygiene, respiratory 

hygiene and appropriate masking to protect 

the people from spread of infection,’’ he 

said.  

  

20 March 2021  

 Migrant workers face debt, job loss 

and separation from families. 

Construction sites, industrial clusters, 

markets, and homes in the National Capital 

Region (NCR) are abuzz with activity, but 

for the migrant workers who make a living 

in these spaces, life is far from normal a year 

after the country was locked down to curb 

the spread of COVID-19 in March 2020.  

Almost a year since Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi announced the lockdown on 

March 24, migrant workers in the NCR are 

facing wage cuts, mounting debts and 

uncertainty over their families’ futures, 

many of whom have not returned from the 

villages due to the pandemic. Mangal Dev, 

a plastic moulder working in Delhi’s Uttam 

Nagar, says he only worked three months in 

the past year. Having found a job in 

February, he says, and is slowly trying to 
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pay back ₹35,000 in rent dues for his 

₹4,500-a-month single room in Sagarpur. 

Faced with months of no income, he says he 

made the decision to send his family, 

including two school-going daughters, back 

to his village in West Bengal.  

“Had I not sent my family away, my 

condition would have been worse,” he says. 

His daughters have stopped going to school. 

“We are looking to get them married,” he 

says.  

Not only was it difficult to find work in 

2020, with factories shutting down or 

reducing staff, he says the salaries being 

offered now were well below the around  

₹18,000 minimum wage for skilled 

workers set by the Delhi government. From 

₹12,000 a month for 12 hours of work, 

which is what he was earning earlier, he 

says companies were offering ₹10,000 for 

the same. “Workers were willing to take 

even ₹7,000 or ₹8,000, but jobs were tough 

to come by,” he says.  

According to the Union Labour and 

Employment Ministry, over 1.14 crore 

inter-State migrant workers returned to their 

homes during the lockdown. In a reply to the 

Rajya Sabha on March 17, the  

Ministry said, “most of them have gone 

back to their original or workplaces and 

engaged  themselves  in 

 productive employment”.  

  

One such worker who made the long trip 

back home was Neb Singh, who is 

currently working at a construction site in 

Noida’s Sector-107. When the lockdown 

was announced, he was working at a 

portable toilet manufacturing unit in Goa. 

He managed to secure a ticket to go back 

home to Shahzadpur in Uttar Pradesh when 

the government started special trains for 

migrant workers. “I don’t have a ration 

card so was not able to get the food 

distributed by the government. I never 

received any aid from the government,” he 

says.  

  

Having spent months at home without any 

work, he made his way to Noida last month. 

How did he manage without any income all 

this while? “Everyone has problems. The 

way the poor were surviving back then, they 

are doing now,” he says, with a shrug.  

  

For another migrant in Noida, 16-year-old 

Reena, whose family is from Jhansi, the past 

year has brought many changes. 

Prelockdown, her elder sister worked as a 

domestic help and paid her school fees. 

Having lost income due to the pandemic, 

Ms. Reena says her family could not afford 

to pay the registration fee and she was 

forced to drop out of the school in Gijhod 

village in Sector 53. With no government 

school nearby, she says she had no option 
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and started working as a domestic worker in 

a house recently.  

  

“My parents are unable to work due to 

illness, so my sister runs the household. 

They decided to save on rent, and we all 

went back to our village in June last year. 

My parents stayed in the village and I came 

back in December but have not been able to 

go back to school,” she says. If not for the 

lockdown, she says she would have been 

studying in Class IX.  

  

Fourteen-year-old Anjana Ahirwar, who 

lives in Aggahpur village in Noida with her 

brother and mother, says she too has had to 

drop out and start working in a house. 

Having completed Class VIII from a 

government school, she was planning on 

joining a private school as there is no 

government high school in the area. Her 

mother, who works as a daily wage 

construction labourer, has not had 

consistent work for the past year.  

“Now, we can’t afford a private school. I 

have started working in a house. I will keep 

trying to get admission in any school,” she 

says.  

  

 MP woman chops off man's 

genitals after he tries to rape her, case 

registered against both. A woman in MP 

chopped off a man's genitals who was 

allegedly trying to rape her. A case has been 

registered against the woman as well as the 

man.  A woman chopped off a man’s genital 

who allegedly tried to rape her case was 

filed against the man and her. As per a report 

in PTI, a 45year-old woman chopped off the 

genitals of a man, who had allegedly tried to 

rape her by sneaking into her house in 

Madhya Pradesh's Sidhi district, police said 

on Saturday.  

The incident occurred in Umariha village, 

approximately 50 kms from the district 

headquarters, around 11 pm on Thursday, 

they said. The woman's husband had gone 

out of station when the incident occurred, 

said the woman in her complaint.  

Khaddi police outpost in-charge sub 

inspector (SI) Dharmendra Singh Rajput 

said, "The woman was at home with her 

13year-old son when the accused (45) 

entered their house. However, thinking that 

a thief had sneaked in, her son ran to safety 

out of the house".  

Thereafter, the accused thrashed the woman 

and tried to sexually assault her. However, 

she resisted his attempt for over 20 minutes, 

PTI quoted the official as saying.  

  

"In a bid to save herself, the woman picked 

up a sickle lying under her cot and cut off 

the man's genitals. The woman then reached 

the police outpost and lodged a complaint 
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against him around 1.30 am on Friday," 

Rajput said.  

The police took the accused to a hospital for 

first aid, he added. He was later admitted to  

Sanjay Gandhi Medical College and 

Hospital in Rewa district for further 

treatment.  

  

The rape accused has been booked under 

IPC section 354 (criminal force on woman 

with an intent to outrage her modesty), 456 

(house-trespass or housebreaking by night), 

294 (obscene acts), 506 (criminal 

intimidation) and others, reported PTI.  

A case was also filed against woman by 

accused which booked her under s327 of 

IPC (voluntarily causing hurt).  
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International News  

15 March 2021  

 Covid-19: Netherlands suspends 

use of AstraZeneca vaccine.  

The WHO says there is no reason to stop 

using the vaccine.  

The Netherlands has become the latest 

country to suspend use of the 

OxfordAstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 

over concerns about possible side effects. 

The World Health Organization and the 

European Medicines Agency say there is no 

indication of a link between the vaccine and 

reports of blood clots.  

Seven countries have so far fully suspended 

the AstraZeneca vaccinations.   

Experts say cases of clotting in vaccinated 

people are lower than the number seen in the 

general population. About 17 million people 

in the EU and the UK have received a dose 

of the vaccine, with fewer than 40 cases of 

blood clots reported as of last week, 

AstraZeneca said.  

The Dutch government said its suspension, 

which will last until at least 29 March, was 

a precaution. The Irish Republic took 

similar action over blood clotting reports in 

Norway. Denmark, Norway, Bulgaria, 

Iceland, and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo have all suspended inoculations with 

the vaccine. Several European countries, 

including Italy and Austria, have suspended 

the use of certain batches of the drug as a 

precautionary measure.  

Thailand announced that it would start using 

the vaccine on Tuesday, following a brief 

delay to the rollout over safety concerns.  

The EMA - which is currently carrying out 

a review into incidents of blood clots - said 

the vaccine could continue to be 

administered.  

The UK medicines regulator also said 

evidence "does not suggest" the jab causes 

clots, as it urged people in the country to get 

the vaccine when asked to do so.  

Professor Andrew Pollard, director of the 

Oxford vaccine group which developed the 

Oxford-AstraZeneca jab, told the BBC's 

Today programme there was "very 

reassuring evidence that there is no increase 

in a blood clot phenomenon here in the UK, 

where most of the doses in Europe [have] 

been given so far".  

Finland has also done a "very careful study" 

and not found an increased risk, he added.  

"It's absolutely critical that we don't have a 

problem of not vaccinating people and have 

the balance of a huge risk - a known risk of 

Covid - against what appears so far from the 

data that we've got from the regulators - no 

signal of a problem," he said.  
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While vast numbers of people are being 

vaccinated at pace around the world, some 

of them will still get sick with other things 

unrelated to the vaccine. These pauses for 

the AstraZeneca vaccine are not because it 

is unsafe to give. It is to allow time for 

experts to explore why a small number of 

people who were recently given the shot 

also developed blood clots.  

When an illness occurs shortly after 

vaccination, it is right to question whether 

the shot might have contributed in any way. 

There is no indication or evidence, however, 

that the vaccine was linked or responsible.  

In the UK, more than 11 million people have 

already received at least one dose of the 

AstraZeneca vaccine and there has been no 

sign of excess deaths or blood clots 

occurring. Europe's drug regulator has also 

backed the vaccine, saying its benefits are 

clear. Covid can be deadly, and vaccination 

saves lives.  

What did AstraZeneca say?  

It said there was no evidence of an increased 

risk of clotting due to the vaccine.  

It said that across the EU and United 

Kingdom there had been 15 events of 

deepvein thrombosis (DVT) - a blood clot in 

a vein - and 22 events of pulmonary 

embolism - a blood clot that has entered the 

lungs - reported among those vaccinated.  

AstraZeneca said these figures were "much 

lower than would be expected to occur 

naturally in a general population of this size 

and is similar across other licensed Covid19 

vaccines".  

"The nature of the pandemic has led to 

increased attention in individual cases, and 

we are going beyond the standard practices 

for safety monitoring of licensed medicines 

in reporting vaccine events, to ensure public 

safety," Ann Taylor, the firm's chief medical 

officer, said.  

16 March 2021  

 Coronavirus: Alarm at German 

AstraZeneca pause as cases spike.  

Germany's vaccine campaign has so far 

focused on vaccination centres, but the aim 

is to extend it to family doctors.   

German leaders have postponed a summit 

on extending the vaccine rollout as they 

await confirmation from the EU's medicines 

regulator that the OxfordAstraZeneca drug 

is safe to use.  

Germany is among a number of European 

countries that have suspended its use and 

Vice-Chancellor Olaf Scholz said he was 

hopeful it could be used again.  

The EU regulator has again insisted the 

drug's benefits outweigh any risks.  
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The German decision has been criticised by 

some politicians and doctors.  

Emer Cooke, executive director of the 

European Medicines Agency, said the EMA 

was still "firmly convinced" of the benefits 

of the AstraZeneca drug, and she pointed 

out that blood clots highlighted by some 

countries were relatively common in the 

general population. The main question was 

whether it was a real side-effect of the 

vaccine or a coincidence, she said.  

The agency's safety committee will further 

review the latest evidence and report back 

on Thursday. Experts from the World 

Health Organization (WHO) were also 

meeting on Tuesday but spokesman  

Christian Lindmeier stressed there was "no 

evidence" that the incidents were linked to 

the vaccine.  

The WHO has urged countries not to pause 

their vaccinations.  

In the UK, more than 11 million people have 

already received at least one dose of the 

AstraZeneca vaccine and there has been no 

sign of excess deaths or blood clots 

occurring.  

Germany has so far used 1.6 million doses 

of the AstraZeneca vaccine, considered 

second only to the Pfizer-BioNTech drug in 

importance to the national rollout.  

The planned meeting of federal and state 

leaders will now take place after the EMA 

decision, and they are expected to back the 

involvement of a national network of family 

doctors' surgeries from April, which 

officials hope will then enable 20 million 

vaccinations per month.  

German  infections  are  growing  

"exponentially", with cases up by 20% in 

the past week, an expert from the RKI 

public health agency warned on Tuesday. 

There have been seven cases of cerebral 

blood clots (cerebral sinus venous 

thrombosis, which is exceedingly rare) in 

recently vaccinated people in Germany, 

three of them fatal.  

The government's decision to suspend the 

vaccine on Monday was criticised by Karl 

Lauterbach, an epidemiologist and health 

spokesman for the centre-left Social 

Democrats, who said while it was 

justifiable, it was also political.  

"I would even now get vaccinated with the 

AstraZeneca. Based on the incidents we 

now know, the benefits of vaccination 

significantly outweigh the risks, particularly 

for the elderly," he told Deutschland funk 

radio.  

A Free Democrat spokeswoman said the 

decision had set back the entire vaccination 

rollout. Greens health expert Janosch 
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Dahmen argued that authorities could have 

provided detailed information about 

"manageable risk" and continued using the 

drug.  

Germany's Health Minister Jens Spahn has 

insisted this was not a political decision. 

Indeed, it's hard to see what the political 

gain might be - some 200 people are dying 

every day in Germany.  

But the potential political fallout is vast. The 

government's scientific advisers 

recommended that Germany suspend the 

AstraZeneca vaccine on Monday - just as 

Chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian 

Democrats (CDU) were absorbing 

humiliating losses in two regional elections 

over the weekend.  

The CDU is losing support as public 

dissatisfaction grows with her government's 

pandemic response and, in particular, that 

slow vaccine rollout. Some in the party fear 

the CDU could even be driven out of 

government at September's general election.  

Mrs Merkel's health minister was already 

under fire from opposition parties and from 

her Social Democrat coalition partners. The 

AstraZeneca vaccine already has a bit of an 

image problem in Germany inspired, in part, 

by the government's initial decision to give 

it only to the under-65s. The authorities 

have argued that taking the cautious 

approach is about inspiring trust. This 

decision will most likely have the reverse 

affect. Diminishing confidence not only in 

the vaccine, but Germany's ruling party too.  

17 March 2021  

 Brazil health service in 'worst crisis 

in its history'  

Brazil is experiencing a historic collapse of 

its health service as intensive care units in 

hospitals run out of capacity, its leading 

health institute, Fiocruz, has warned.  

Covid-19 units in all but two of Brazil's 27 

states are at or above 80% capacity, 

according to Fiocruz. In Rio Grande do Sul 

state there are no intensive care beds 

available at all. The warning came as the 

country registered its highest daily death toll 

yet with 2,841 dying within 24 hours. That 

figure constitutes a large jump from the 

previous high of 2,286 on 10 March.  

  
In a statement [in Portuguese], Fiocruz said 

that the situation was "extremely critical in 

the entire country". "The analysis by our 

researchers suggests it's the biggest collapse 
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of the hospital and health service in Brazil's 

history."  

Health officials in Brazil's most populous 

state, São Paulo, which on Tuesday also 

registered a record daily death toll, have 

called on the new health minister to consider 

imposing a national lockdown.  

Marcelo Queiroga - who will be formally 

appointed as health minister later on 

Wednesday - is the fourth person to hold the 

office since the pandemic began.  

Marcelo Queiroga will take over from 

General Eduardo Pazuello as health 

minister on Wednesday  

He was given the job on Monday by 

President Jair Bolsonaro, who has faced 

widespread criticism over his handling of 

the pandemic.  

President Bolsonaro has consistently 

opposed quarantine measures introduced by 

state governors, arguing that the collateral 

damage to the economy would be worse 

than the effects of the virus itself.  

Brazil has the second highest number of 

infections and deaths in the world, behind 

the US. In total, the country has registered 

more than 11.6 million infections and 

282,000 deaths since the pandemic began.  

The latest surge in cases has been attributed 

to the spread of highly contagious variants 

of the virus.  

The government has also faced criticism for 

the slow rollout of vaccines. It is currently 

distributing the Oxford-AstraZeneca and 

Chinese-developed CoronaVac jabs and has 

placed orders for the Pfizer-BioNTech, 

Johnson & Johnson and Russian Sputnik V 

vaccines. So far about 4.6% of the 

population have received at least one dose.  

 PM Modi urges Finland to join 

International Solar Alliance   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday 

urged Finland to join the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) and Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) saying these 

international institutions will benefit from 

the expertise of the Nordic country. 

Separately, PM Modi also said that both 

India and Finland believe in a rules-based, 

transparent, humanitarian, and democratic 

global order. The Ministry of External 

Affairs on Monday said the virtual summit 

will provide a blueprint for the future 

expansion and diversification of the 

IndiaFinland partnership.  

He also said both India and Finland believed 

in a rules-based, transparent, humanitarian, 

and democratic global order and the two 

countries have strong cooperation in areas 
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like technology, innovation, clean energy, 

environment, and education. More than 58 

million made in India coronavirus vaccine 

doses had reached about 70 countries in the 

recent weeks, the Prime Minister said. The 

Finnish Prime Minister said there was scope 

for further intensification of bilateral ties in 

areas of education, technology, and trade.  

CDRI is a partnership to nationwide 

governments, UN companies, multilateral 

improvements banks and financing 

mechanism that intention to advertise 

resilience of new infrastructure methods to 

local weather and catastrophe dangers in 

help of sustainable improvement.    

18 March 2021  

 John Magufuli: Tanzania's 

president dies aged 61 after Covid 

Rumours.  

The 61-year-old president died from heart 

complications on Wednesday.  

Tanzania's President John Magufuli has 

died aged 61, the country's vice-president 

has announced. He died on Wednesday 

from heart complications at a hospital in Dar 

es Salaam, Samia Suluhu Hassan said in an 

address on state television.  

Mr Magufuli had not been seen in public for 

more than two weeks, and rumours had been 

 circulating  about  his  health.  

Opposition politicians said last week that he 

had contracted Covid-19, but this has not 

been confirmed.  

Mr Magufuli was one of Africa's most 

prominent coronavirus sceptics and called 

for prayers and herbal-infused steam 

therapy to counter the virus.   

"It is with deep regret that I inform you that 

today... we lost our brave leader, the 

president of the Republic of Tanzania, John 

Pombe Magufuli," Vice-President Hassan 

said in the announcement. She said there 

would be 14 days of national mourning and 

flags would fly at half-mast.  

According to Tanzania's constitution, Ms 

Hassan will be sworn in as the new 

president within 24 hours and should serve 

the remainder of Mr Magufuli's five-year 

term which he began last year.   

Mr Magufuli was last seen in public on 27 

February, but Prime Minister Kassim 

Majaliwa insisted last week that the 

president was "healthy and working hard". 

He blamed the rumours of the president's ill-

health on "hateful" Tanzanians living 

abroad.  

When Covid-19 arrived in Tanzania, Mr 

Magufuli called on people to go to churches 

and mosques to pray. "Coronavirus, which 

is a devil, cannot survive in the body of 

Christ... It will burn instantly," he said. He 
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declared Tanzania "Covid-19 free" last 

June, saying the virus had been eradicated 

by three days of national prayer.  

He also mocked the efficacy of masks, 

expressed doubts about testing, and teased 

neighbouring countries which imposed 

health measures to curb the virus.  

"Countries in Africa will be coming here to 

buy food in the years to come… they will be 

suffering because of shutting down their 

economy," he said, according to the 

Associated Press. Tanzania has not 

published details of its coronavirus cases 

since May, and the government has refused 

to purchase vaccines.  

On Monday, police said they had arrested 

four people on suspicion of spreading 

rumours on social media that the president 

was ill.  

"To spread rumours that he's sick smacks of 

hate," Mr Majaliwa said at the time.  

Mr Magufuli was declared president on his 

56th birthday in October 2015. He was 

elected for a second term following a 

disputed poll last year. He was hailed for his 

anti-corruption stance during his time in 

office, but he was also accused of cracking 

down on dissent and curtailing certain 

freedoms. His critics agree that Mr 

Magufuli contributed to Tanzania's 

development. He invested in large  

infrastructure projects such as a standard 

gauge railway to connect the country with 

its neighbours, major highways, and a bus 

system in the commercial hub of Dar es 

Salaam.  

He also increased electricity production, 

reducing the need for power rationing. But 

it is his approach to Covid-19 that many 

analysts say will define his legacy. African 

leaders pay tribute.  In Tanzania, people 

have reacted with grief and disbelief to the 

news of Mr Magufuli's death.  

One, Joseph Petro, told the BBC he thought 

Mr Magufuli was a "caring" leader, adding 

"he was helping people in one way or 

another". "I am really pained. I am 

personally pained," he said. Another, 

Illuminata Abel, offered similar sentiments: 

"He was not my relative, but he was 

someone who listened to people's problems, 

and he was down to earth."  

Kenya's President Uhuru Kenyatta said: "I 

have lost a friend, colleague and visionary 

ally," and declared a seven-day period of 

national mourning in Kenya. Former 

Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan 

called Mr Magufuli a "partner in 

democracy" and a "patriot who loved his 

country". But Tanzanian opposition leader 

Tundu Lissu told the BBC that Mr  
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Magufuli's "politics, policies and Covid 

denialism" had "driven the country towards 

disaster".  

 In world’s first, thieves in UK to 

wear GPS tags to control crimes.  

In a first such experiment across the world, 

thieves and robbers in UK will be made to 

wear GPS tags to control crimes. Under the 

new rules, convicts who have been jailed for 

a year or more will be tied up with GPS tags 

on release. This will allow authorities to 

track their movements 24/7 and stop them 

from recommitting offences.  

As over half of those convicted of theft and 

burglary recommit a crime within a year and 

about 80 per cent of cases resulting in no 

suspect being identified, the Ministry of 

Justice said the new rules will add to police's 

arsenal extra intelligence to nab such 

people. By monitoring their movements, it 

can drive down the impulse to reoffend and, 

if they reoffend, the police will be allowed 

to catch up with them much more quickly, 

because they will know exactly if they were 

at the scene of the crime at the time. Police 

will be able to work with the Prison and 

Probation Service staff to probe whether the 

released offenders on the tags were present 

in areas of recent burglaries, thefts, and 

robberies.  

This could provide the security personnel 

with key evidence required to nab the 

perpetrators. The intention is the tags will 

also act as a deterrent, protecting people 

from further burglaries and thefts and 

forcing "career criminals" to choose a more 

honest way of making a living. The Ministry 

of Justice said it is hoped this novel 

approach will reduce the estimated 4.8 

billion pounds burden such crimes place on 

the taxpayer every year. Tagging prolific 

offenders provides a strong deterrent and 

means officers will be able to quickly arrest 

and gather evidence against anyone 

suspected of being involved in a robbery, 

burglary, or other theft.  

The scheme will initially launch in six 

England police force areas of Avon and 

Somerset, Cheshire, Gloucestershire, 

Gwent, Humberside and West Midlands on 

April 12 and it is estimated 250 offenders 

will be tagged in the first six months. It will 

then be extended to a further 13 areas in 

September. Police officers will be able to 

submit any burglaries, thefts, or robberies 

they are investigating to a dedicated unit 

overseen by the Prison and Probation 

Service. Trained staff will then be able to 

check the location history of those on tags 

against the details of the crime, allowing 

police to either rule out or investigate 

suspects further.  
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19 March 2021  

 US and China trade angry words at 

high-level Alaska talks  

US and Chinese officials have exchanged 

sharp rebukes in the first high-level talks 

between the Biden administration and 

China, taking place in Alaska.  

Chinese officials accused the US of inciting 

countries "to attack China", while the US 

said China had "arrived intent on 

grandstanding". Relations between the two 

superpowers are at their most strained for 

years.  

The US pledged to raise contentious issues 

such as Beijing's treatment of Uighur 

Muslims in Xinjiang. The ill-tempered talks 

in Anchorage involved Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken and National Security 

Adviser Jake Sullivan on the US side, facing 

off with China's most senior foreign policy 

official, Yang Jiechi, and foreign minister 

Wang Yi.  

However, a US official said the subsequent 

talks behind closed doors had been 

"substantive, serious and direct" and ran 

over the planned two hours. In a blunt 

opening statement before the talks in 

private, Mr Blinken said the US would 

"discuss our deep concerns with actions by 

China, including in Xinjiang, Hong Kong, 

Taiwan, cyber-attacks on the United States, 

economic coercion of our allies".  

"Each of these actions threaten the rules 

based order that maintains global stability," 

he said.  

In response, Mr Yang accused Washington 

of using its military might and financial 

supremacy to suppress other countries.  

"It abuses so-called notions of national 

security to obstruct normal trade exchanges, 

and incite some countries to attack China," 

he added.  

Mr Yang said human rights in the US were 

at a low point, with black Americans being 

"slaughtered". Mr Sullivan hit back, saying  

Washington did not seek a conflict with 

China but added: "We will always stand up 

for our principles for our people, and for our 

friends."  

The exchange, which took place in front of 

the world's media, went on for more than an 

hour. It came at the start of three sessions, 

which are due to end on Friday morning. It 

is the first high-level meeting between the 

US and China since last June - during the 

administration of the previous US President, 

Donald Trump. It was an unusually 

undiplomatic sparring match, especially for 

a meeting called to take stock of the US-

China relationship under a new American 

administration.  
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Beforehand the Biden team had been blunt 

in public criticism of Beijing. So, the 

Chinese knew what to expect and seemed to 

have come prepared to hit back. They were 

particularly angry that Washington had 

imposed sanctions on them the day before 

the talks, over a crackdown on 

prodemocracy advocates in Hong Kong. 

There may have been a certain amount of 

posturing involved, as a US official said the 

private conversation that followed was 

substantive and serious.  

The Biden administration has said it will be 

tough on issues of concern, but willing to 

work with Beijing on matters of interest. 

However, it has described the relationship 

as a geopolitical competition between 

democracy and autocracy.  

And the Chinese have refused to 

compromise on what they say are matters of 

national sovereignty and security. Whether 

or not they can find pragmatic points of 

cooperation will be the measure of how the 

relationship moves forward.  

Afterwards, the US delegation accused 

China of violating the agreed protocol of 

two minutes of opening remarks by each 

side. "The Chinese delegation... seems to 

have arrived intent on grandstanding, 

focused on public theatrics and dramatics 

over substance," a senior administration 

official said.  

The official said the US would continue 

with the talks as planned, adding that 

"exaggerated diplomatic presentations often 

are aimed at a domestic audience".  

In later remarks via state media, Chinese 

officials said it had been the US, not China, 

that had violated protocol by exceeding the 

agreed time in opening remarks. They 

accused the US of making a "groundless 

attack on China's domestic and foreign 

policies".  

On a more positive note, it quoted Mr Yang 

as saying that "serious difficulties in 

ChinaUS relations in the past should not 

continue".  

The BBC's Barbara Plett Usher says the 

talks are the first chance for the Biden 

administration to show how it intends to 

deal with what Mr Blinken has called "the 

biggest geopolitical test of the 21st 

Century".  

China is looking for a reset after relations hit 

rock bottom under the Trump 

administration, our correspondent adds. Mr 

Wang has said that Beijing is ready to 

reopen "constructive dialogue."  

The US accuses China of unfair practices, 

such as subsidising industries, stealing 

intellectual property, keeping its currency 

low and putting up barriers to trade.  
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For its part, China wants the big trade tariffs 

introduced by the Trump administration on 

Chinese goods eliminated. It also accuses 

the US of "suppressing" successful Chinese 

tech companies, such as Huawei.  

The US accuses China of genocide against 

the Uighur population in the province of 

Xinjiang and trampling on democratic 

rights in Hong Kong with a recently 

introduced security law.  

But China calls on the US to stop 

interfering in what Beijing considers its 

internal affairs and accuses the US of 

"smearing" the ruling Communist Party.   

China is also pushing back against what it 

sees as US naval encroachment in the 

South China  Sea,  which  Beijing 

 considers Chinese territory.  

20 March 2021  

 Covid: France and Poland 

increase lockdown measures as 

infections surge.  

  

France and Poland have reintroduced 

partial lockdowns as both countries 

battle a sharp rise in Covid infections 

in recent weeks.  

Some 21 million people in 16 areas of 

France, including the capital Paris, are 

affected as the country fears a third wave. 

In Poland, non-essential shops, hotels, 

cultural and sporting facilities are now 

closed for three weeks. The country has 

the highest new daily rates of Covid cases 

since November.  

Coronavirus cases are also rising 

exponentially in Germany, with Chancellor 

Angela Merkel warning it is likely that the 

country will now need to apply an 

"emergency brake" and re-impose 

lockdown measures.  

The vaccine rollout across the European 

Union has been hindered by delayed 

deliveries, as well as the suspension in 

several countries of the use of the Oxford 

AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine, over fears 

of possible side effects.  

In France, the partial lockdown took effect 

from midnight on Friday. Trains leaving 

Paris for parts of the country where 

lockdown restrictions do not apply, such as 

Brittany and Lyon, were reportedly fully 

booked hours before the measures were due 

to come into effect.  
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Traffic jams were reported on several roads 

leaving the capital. The new restrictions are 

not as strict as the previous lockdown, with 

people allowed to exercise outdoors. 

Nonessential businesses are shut, but 

schools remain open, along with 

hairdressers if they follow a "particular 

sanitary protocol".  

France has reported more than 4.2 million 

infections since the start of the outbreak, 

with nearly 92,000 Covid-related deaths, 

according to the data compiled by Johns 

Hopkins University in the US.  

 

A lighter lockdown for France  

The new lockdown measures are set to last 

at least four weeks. Paris and its 

surrounding region, the area around Nice 

and large parts of northern France are all 

affected.  

It is a lighter lockdown than the two 

previous ones, with the main difference 

being that during the day people can go 

outside for exercise for as long as they like. 

Schools are also staying open. But leaving 

the city for the countryside is not allowed, 

and yesterday there was heavy congestion 

on the roads and the trains as some Parisians 

got out while they could to non-lockdown 

zones.  

Many in France find the bureaucratic 

approach of the government annoying, if 

predictable. The new form which has to be 

produced for police is two pages long, with 

15 possible justifications and different 

displacement zones for dog-walking (one 

kilometre) exercise (ten kilometres) and 

shopping (30km). The rules on the high 

street are also opaque. While clothes and 

DIY shops are shut, hairdressers, 

bookshops, cobblers and florists are open.  

In Poland, the three-week lockdown began 

on Saturday. Polish health officials earlier 

warned the nationwide restrictions were 

necessary because of a rampant British  

variant of Covid-19 in the country. The 

variant now makes up more than 60% of 

infections. Poland has had more than two 

million confirmed infections, and nearly 

49,000 deaths, according to Johns Hopkins 

University.  

Germany said on Friday it was now 

classifying neighbouring Poland as high 

risk. This means that from Sunday anyone 
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crossing the border from Poland must 

provide a negative coronavirus test.  

    

Political News  

15 March 2021  

 PM Modi will be worshipped in 

future: Tirath Rawat.  

New  Uttrakhand  CM Tirath  Singh  

Rawat has compared PM Narendra Modi to  

Lord Ram. He was speaking at ‘Netra 

Kumbh’, an event organized by a social 

outfit at the Rishikul Government PG 

Ayurvedic College auditorium on Sunday.  

  

“Today leaders of different countries line up 

to get their pictures clicked with the Prime 

Minister. This is in stark contrast to earlier 

times when no world leader used to bother 

about our head of state. The situation has 

changed now because of Narendra Modi. 

This is a New India that he  

has created,” Rawat, who visited Haridwar 

twice since taking charge of the state four 

days back, said.  

  

Amid slogans of ‘Modi zindabad’, the CM 

further said, “Just like during earlier times, 

Lord Ram had done good work for society 

and so people started considering him as 

god, similarly, in future, the same thing will 

happen with our beloved Prime Minister 

too.”  

Rawat reiterated that no RT-PCR report or 

registration of pilgrims would be required 

for visiting the mega festival. He, however, 

added the guidelines issued by the Central 

government would be followed.  

16 March 2021  

 West Bengal Assembly Elections 

2021: BJP demands cancellation 

of CM Mamata Banerjee's 

nomination from Nandigram.   

Purba Medinipur: Launching a scathing 

attack on West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee, Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) leader Suvendu Adhikari on Monday 

called former "a liar".  

Addressing a public meeting in Tamluk, 

Adhikari said, "Mamata Banerjee submitted 

her nomination from Nandigram. I objected 

against it today. There are six cases that she 

has not mentioned in her nomination paper. 

In 2018, five cases were filed in Assam, but 

she did not mention them. Another case is 

pending with the Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI). She did not mention 

that too. Her foundation is based on lies; she 

is a liar."  

Meanwhile, the BJP delegation visited the 

office of the Chief Electoral Officer in 

Kolkata on Monday demanding the 
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cancellation of Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee's nomination from Nandigram.  

"We demanded the Election Commission 

to cancel the chief minister's nomination as 

she has six cases against her, but her 

affidavit does not mention them. Earlier, 

the returning officer overlooked our 

request," said BJP leader Shishir Bajoria.  

Nandigram will witness the most 

highprofile contest of West Bengal 

elections with Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee taking on her former ministerial 

colleague Suvendu Adhikari, who had 

joined BJP in December last year. Adhikari 

had earlier said that BJP will defeat 

Banerjee by over 50,000 votes from 

Nandigram. Elections to the 294-member 

West Bengal Assembly will be held in 

eight phases starting from March 27 with 

the final round of voting taking place on 

April 29. The counting of votes will take 

place on May 2.  

17 March 2021  

 “Need to Stop Emerging 'Second  

Peak’ Of Covid,” PM Tells Chief 

Ministers.  

  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said it 

was critical to stop what he called the  

“emerging second peak” of Covid with 

decisive steps including micro-containment 

zones, increased testing and enforcement of 

restrictions like masks.  

At a virtual meeting with Chief Ministers 

amid a worrying spike in Covid cases in 

some states, PM Modi said nearly 70 

districts in the country had seen an increase 

in the positivity rate by over 150 per cent 

recently.  

"If we don't stop this right now, then there 

could be a situation of a nationwide 

outbreak. We have to immediately stop the 

emerging second peak and take big and 

decisive steps," PM Modi told the Chief 

Ministers. "The self-confidence that we 

gained in our corona fight should not turn 

into overconfidence. Our success should not 

be the reason for carelessness," he warned. 

He stressed that initiatives needed to be 

taken without causing panic among people.  

Speaking on the districts that had seen a 

surge in the past few days, the PM said it 
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was worth considering that these were also 

the zones where testing and vaccination was 

comparatively less. The Prime Minister 

called for increased RT-PCR tests for 

proper testing and tracking of the infection 

"Over 70 per cent of the tests should be 

RTPCR. States should not rely on Rapid 

Antigen Tests," said PM Modi, referring to 

Kerala, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Uttar 

Pradesh "We have to be pro-active in the 

test, track and treat strategy application," he 

stressed.  

The Prime Minister noted that tier 2 and 3 

towns, which had escaped the first wave, 

were getting affected this time round. It 

would not take much for the virus to spread 

to villages from there, which would 

overwhelm the health care system of the 

country, he said.  

PM Modi also cautioned against the waste 

of vaccine in some states, advising them to 

use the shot available to them before the 

expiry date and avoid waste. More than 10 

per cent of vaccine doses were being 

wasted in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and 

Uttar Pradesh,  he  said,  adding: 

 "This  is something that must not happen 

and needs urgent attention."  

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, 

campaigning for the approaching state 

election, was missing as PM Modi 

interacted with Chief Ministers via video 

conference, as he has done frequently since 

the coronavirus outbreak a year ago. Also 

absent were Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 

Yogi Adityanath - who is reportedly 

campaigning for the BJP in Assam -- and 

Bhupesh Baghel, the Chief Minister of 

Chhattisgarh, which is one of the five worst-

affected states, with the highest deaths in the 

last 24 hours.  

This morning, India recorded 28,903 fresh 

COVID-19 cases since yesterday, the 

highest daily rise since December 11 

(30,254), with the total tally at 1.14 crore 

cases and 1,59,044 deaths. 188 deaths have 

been reported, the most in a day since 

January 15 (191).  

In the last 24 hours, the most cases have 

been reported from Maharashtra (17,864), 

Kerala (1,970), Punjab (1,463), Karanataka 

(1,135) and Gujarat (954).  

The average number of Covid cases is at an 

81-day high, according to figures. Cases are 

now rising in 19 states compared to four just 

a month ago.  

Of 19 districts in India with the highest 

number of coronavirus cases in the last 10 

days, 15 are from Maharashtra, the Union 

Health Ministry has said. The Centre told 

the Uddhav Thackeray-led Maharashtra 
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government yesterday that the state was "in 

the beginning of a second wave of Covid" 

and that there was a lack of Covid 

appropriate behaviour and "tracking and 

testing of cases".  

In the list of the districts contributing the 

highest numbers to the country's caseload, 

only three are from other states. These are 

Bengaluru Urban in Karnataka, Indore in 

Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu capital 

Chennai.  

  

 

 

18 March 2021  

  "Khela  Shesh  Hobe":  PM  

Responds to Mamata Banerjee's 

Dare.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

campaigning in Bengal days ahead of a 

make-or-break election, today used Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee's "Khela Hobe 

(game on)" phrase to attack her and said: 

"Didi, O Didi - you played for 10 years. 

Khela shesh hobe, vikas aarambh hobe. 

(Now your game will be over, and 

development will begin)."  

PM Modi was speaking in Purulia ahead of 

the eight-phase Bengal election starting 

March 27, for which the ruling BJP has 

mounted an aggressive campaign to oust the 

two-time Chief Minister and her Trinamool 

Congress from power.  

The Prime Minister targeted Mamata 

Banerjee over what he called corruption and 

lack of development, often switching to 

Bengali in the largely rural region.  

"Didi says khela hobe, BJP says jobs; Didi 

says khela hobe, BJP says education; Didi 

says khela hobe, BJP says development; 

Didi says khela hobe, BJP says the rise of 

women; Didi says khela hobe, BJP says 

jobs; Didi says khela hobe, BJP says you 

will get a pucca house, clean water and taps 

in every home," said the PM.  

Addressing a sizeable crowd in the largely 

tribal region, the Prime Minister also 

accused Mamata Banerjee of encouraging 

Maoists.  

"We know Didi, and her people are even 

encouraging Maoists," he alleged.  

Declaring that the days of the Trinamool in 

Bengal were numbered, he said in Bengali: 

"Atyachar onek korechho Didi. Ebar Ma 

Durgar ashirbadey korbay tomaye oporosto 

(You have oppressed people for long. Now 

with blessings of Ma Durga, you will be 

defeated)."  

In a wide-ranging takedown of the 

Trinamool Congress (TMC), PM Modi 
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introduced his version of the party's initials 

- "Transfer My Commission".    

In Bengal, the Centre was doing DBT or 

Direct Benefit Transfer, he said, "but in 

Bengal, it is TMC - Transfer My 

Commission". The PM accused the 

Trinamool government of betraying the 

tribals and the poor by depriving them of 

central benefits.  

"The cut money, Tolabaji (commission), 

has hurt the poor and the Adivasis the 

most," he told the gathering in the 

tribaldominated region.  

"Money for houses, TMC Tolabaj took a 

cut. We sent cheap rice for poor. TMC 

tolabaj did not spare that. We gave free rice 

during the lockdown,  

Didi's tolabaj scammed it. When Cyclone 

Amphan came, same problem, there was no 

relief from the TMC cut money. Our santhal 

(tribal) brothers of this region...farmers 

have been seeking help. But Didi has left 

them to their own devices."  

The PM also spoke for the first time on 

Mamata Banerjee's injury; she has 

repeatedly alleged that there was a 

conspiracy behind her leg being crushed by 

the press of crowds at Nandigram, where 

she is contesting against her one-time aide 

turned BJP rival Suvendu Adhikari.  

"When Didi got hurt, I was worried. I pray 

for her quick recovery," he said. Making a 

slew of promises to deliver development 

and governance to the region, PM Modi 

said: "The countdown has begun. On 2ND 

May Didi is going. Ashol Parivartan is 

Around the same time, Mamata Banerjee 

was campaigning at Garhbeta, around two 

hours away. "I have been beaten. I have had 

surgeries in my hand, stomach. My legs 

were in good shape but now they are 

injured, my heart is hurt. I got my leg 

dressed yesterday but it is still not 

recovered. Yet I came back, because if there 

is a snake at the door, a tiger at the door... 

we cannot allow them to enter."  

She accused the BJP of grabbing farmland 

and cheating farmers. Referring to the BJP's 

high voltage campaign, the Chief Minister 

said: "They (BJP) have booked all hotels, so 

many helicopters. They are spending 

money; 1,000 leaders have come from 

outside. But we have our women who work. 

We do not want revenge...We want peace. 

But do not let them grab your land. Do not 

let them grab your crop. Modi's people will 

do it. We will not allow it."  

The Trinamool Congress later hit back at 

PM Modi, accusing him of making empty 

promises and not delivering on them. "This 

election is a fight for the constitution," said 

Trinamool parliamentarian Derek O'Brien.  
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"You destructive party, I want to ask the PM 

only one question. Who is your Chief 

Minister candidate? We have Mamata 

Banerjee. Why can't you name one? You 

know why? Because if you name A, then B 

your Chief Minister," said the Rajya Sabha 

MP.  

19 March 2021  

 Avatar of 'Bhagwan, Allah', 'yug 

purush': BJP MPs praise PM  

Narendra Modi in Lok Sabha  

  

Describing Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

as an 'avatar of God, BJP MP from 

Arunachal Pradesh, Tapir Gao, on Thursday 

said that the PM is taking the country in the 

right direction. Participating in a debate on 

supplementary demands for grants for 

Jammu and Kashmir, another BJP MP, 

Jamyang Tsering Namgyal termed the 

prime minister as a 'yug purush' (man of 

era).  

The Ladakh BJP parliamentarian praised 

PM Modi for realising the dream of BJP 

ideologue Syama Prasad Mookerjee, who 

had opposed the special status to erstwhile 

Jammu and Kashmir.  

Gao, BJP parliamentarian from eastern 

Arunachal, heaped praise on PM Modi for 

driving out the problems of tea plantation 

workers in West Bengal and Assam. While 

participating in a debate on the Lok Sabha, 

Gao said the prime minister is like an 

'avatar' of 'Bhagwan, Allah'.  

"He (PM) is not a human being; he is an 

avatar of someone (wo kisike avatar hai) 

who has become the prime minister and is 

taking the nation in the right direction. We 

as Indians should be proud of it," the BJP 

MP said.  

Gao made the comment while participating 

in a debate on the second and final batch of 

the supplementary demands for grants for 

2020-21 in the Lower House.  

While showering praise on the prime 

minister, the BJP MP highlighted Modi 

government’s crucial steps to tackle the 

COVID-19 pandemic. He also highlighted 

how India under the leadership of PM Modi 

is supplying coronavirus vaccines to 100 

countries.  

Gao further highlighted the development 

works carried initiated by the Modi 

government for the infrastructure 

development of the northeast and  

Arunachal Pradesh.  
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In a reference to Union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman’s announcement of the 

allocation of Rs 1,000 crore for the welfare 

of tea plantation workers in Assam and 

West Bengal in the Union Budget 2021-22, 

ao said PM Modi has instilled hopes in their 

lives.  

"Modi ji has done the work of driving away 

the problems of tea plantation workers in 

Assam and West Bengal. What Modi has 

done, it is some sort of work done by an 

avatar of God (Bhagwan, Allah)," he said.  

The BJP MPs’ remarks come days after 

Himachal Pradesh Urban Development 

Minister Suresh Bhardwaj called PM Modi 

incarnation of Lord Shiva.  

  

 Delhi HC refuses to further hear 

plea for vaccinating judges, 

lawyers on priority following SC 

stay.   

 
The Delhi High Court Friday refused to 

further hear a PIL to declare all people 

associated with the judicial functioning, 

including judges, court staff and lawyers, as  

“frontline workers” to enable them to get 

COVID-19 vaccination on priority in view 

of the Supreme Court’s order staying the 

proceedings. A bench of Justices Vipin 

Sanghi and Rekha Palli adjourned sine-die 

the hearing in the PIL which was initiated 

by the high court on its own. The apex court 

on Thursday had stayed proceedings in the 

Delhi High Court on giving priority to the 

legal fraternity for administering COVID19 

vaccine and favoured transferring the suo 

motu case on the issue to itself for 

adjudication. The Centre has opposed 

creating a separate class of lawyers and said 

that though it is not opposed to the legal 

fraternity members, but tomorrow 

journalists and banking sector employees 

may also come forward seeking priority in 

vaccination.   

During the brief hearing, central 

government standing counsel Anil Soni 

informed the high court that in the seven 

district courts here, the facility of COVID19 

vaccination for lawyers, who are eligible for 

it as per the policy, has started. Bharat 

Biotech and Serum Institute of India (SII), 

the country’s leading COVID-19 vaccine 

manufacturers, had told the high court that 

adequate capacity of vaccines was available 

for the vaccination of judicial staff, 

advocates and judges as frontline workers. 

The PIL was initiated to examine the 
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demand to declare all people associated 

with the judicial functioning, including 

judges, court staff and lawyers, as “frontline 

workers” so that they could receive 

COVID-19 vaccination on priority and 

without limitations of their age or physical 

condition. As per the current policy, those 

above 60 years of age or between the age of 

45 to 59 years with comorbidities are 

eligible for the vaccination.   

The government has said that rather than 

going by profession, the government is 

starting with vulnerability to COVID-19 

infection. The high court had on March 4 

asked the Centre to explain the rationale 

behind keeping strict control over class of 

persons who can be vaccinated against 

COVID-19 currently as under the present 

system those above the age of 60 years or 

with comorbidities can receive vaccination. 

It had said the two institutes which have 

developed the vaccines COVISHIELD and 

COVAXIN – Serum Institute of India and 

Bharat Biotech – have more capacity to 

provide the vaccines but it seems that their 

full capacity is not being exploited.  

20 March 2021  

 How TMC has eased BJP’s way in 

Bengal.   

The spectre of identity politics is haunting 

West Bengal. Unlike in the past, the 

ongoing identarian electoral pitch by the 

two main contenders for power, Trinamool 

Congress and BJP, has started resembling 

the political rhetoric of other states, 

undermining the claim of Bengali 

exceptionalism. The latest example is the 

competing promises to include the 

Mahishyas, along with three more castes, in 

the OBC list. In fact, Mamata  

Banerjee accused the BJP of copying from 

the TMC manifesto the idea of extending 

reservation to these backward Hindu castes.  

 Farmer unions express willingness 

to talk, ask govt to remove 

obstacles.  

 
NEW DELHI: Showing willingness to talk 

to the government, the farmers protesting 

against the farm laws on Tuesday said the 

former should remove “obstacles” and open 

the doors for dialogue. This comes after a 

month-and-a-half after negotiations 

between the two sides were held last.   

The Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM), an 

umbrella body of the farmer unions 

protesting against the Centre’s new 

agriculture laws, said the government 
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should remove “obstacles” and open the 

doors for a dialogue. The talks between the 

farmers and the government are deadlocked. 

The two sides have held 11 rounds of talks, 

the last one being on January 22, to break 

the deadlock and end the protests at 

different border points of the national 

capital that began in November last year.   

“The Samyukta Kisan Morcha has always 

been in favour of dialogue. The government 

should remove various obstacles and open 

the way for dialogue,” a statement issued by 

the SKM said. The farmers have already 

rejected the old proposal of the government, 

it said.   

Union agriculture minister Narendra Singh 

Tomar had last month said the government 

was ready to resume the talks with the 

protesting farmers, but first they should 

respond to its offer to put the three 

contentious farm laws on hold for a year and 

a half and set up a joint committee to find 

solutions. The talks between the two sides 

have not resumed following the widespread 

violence during a tractor rally by the 

protesting farmers on January 26. The 

protesters have been demanding a repeal of 

the three farm laws and a legal guarantee to 

the minimum support price (MSP) for their 

crops. It has been more than three months 

since the protests began at Delhi’s borders 

and the government is not even showing 

basic humanity towards the protesters, the 

SKM alleged. It also condemned and 

“opposed” the Haryana Recovery of 

Damages to Property During Disturbance to 

Public Order Bill, 2021, claiming that it will 

suppress the voice of people.   

“This effort is being made to suppress the 

current farmers’ movement and engage the 

farmers in false cases,” the SKM said. In 

order to strengthen the movement 

nationwide, a joint session of trade unions, 

transport unions and rights organisations 

will be held on Wednesday, it added.  
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Legal News  

15 March 2021  

 Court asks Man's salary to be cut 

by Rs 1 lakh to pay maintenance 

to estranged Wife, Kids.  

The High Court of Bombay directed a man 

to pay Rs 1 lakh from his salary as 

maintenance to his estranged wife & 

children. The 40-year-old aeronautical 

engineer, who earns a monthly salary of Rs 

5.5 lakh, didn't pay interim monthly 

maintenance to his wife despite a court 

order, following which, he was asked to pay 

Rs 1 lakh per month.   

The engineer owes Rs 30 lakh in interim 

maintenance arrears. The Court observed 

that the man earns a handsome salary & was 

prima facie, avoiding the payment of 

interim maintenance to his wife & kids.   

In 2018, the engineer's wife lodged a 

domestic violence complaint against him & 

his family members. In February 2019, the 

magistrate court-ordered interim 

maintenance for the woman & her kids, 

following which, the man moved the 

sessions court. In April 2019, the Sessions 

Court asked the man to pay costs of Rs 

2,000 within a fortnight as there was a delay 

in filing the appeal.   

In June 2019, the man returned to the 

sessions court & claimed that he was 

unaware of the April 2019 order. He said he 

was working in another city & was unable 

to track the order due to a technical glitch in 

the court's application. The man said that he 

asked his lawyer to speak to his estranged 

wife & pay her Rs 2,000 as soon as he 

learned about the order, the news agency 

reported.   

The Sessions Court, however, observed that 

the man was present when the order was 

passed. The Court then rejected the plea. I 

November 2019, the woman moved the 

magistrate court for attachment of the man's 

salary. The woman alleged that the accused 

only paid Rs 2 lakh since the court granted 

maintenance in Feb 2019.   

However, the man opposed the same & said 

that he moved the Bombay HC where his 

plea was pending & the hearing was delayed 

due to COVID-19. The man alleged that his 

estranged wife lied to the Court that she was 

unemployed.   

The Court said that the order granting 

interim maintenance was not stayed & 

hence, he was obliged to obey the same.   

 Sikhs in US extend support to  

farmers’ stir in India.  
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Indian Americans in the USA see the 

massive farmer protests on the outskirts of 

New Delhi through an American lens. When 

the farmers, many from the Punjab were met 

with tear gas, water cannons and lathi sticks, 

it was reminiscent of what happened in the 

USA to some Black Lives Matter 

demonstrators says Hardayal Singh, the US 

director for International Civil Rights and 

Humanitarian Development for United 

Sikhs, a global humanitarian organization. 

The response has come from many diverse 

sectors of the expatriate Indian communities 

spread across America, not just from Sikhs, 

says Singh.   

Given the pandemic situation, many of the 

demonstrations involved caravans of 

automobiles driving to Indian consulates in 

cities where they exist— New York, San 

Francisco, Chicago, and Houston. His 

organization has provided shelter material 

and medical assistance to the thousands of 

farmers who are protesting. In America it 

has organized numerous discussions in the 

virtual meeting space of the Internet with 

Congressional persons and other influential 

Americans. Asked about relations between 

the new Biden-Harris Administration and 

India, Arrayal Singh said it mostly 

depended on how Prime Minister Narenda 

Modi reacted, acknowledging that with US 

Vice President Kamala Harris of Indian 

descent, there should be a better 

understanding regarding marginalized 

communities in India and America.  

Govinder Singh works for the same 

organization in Dallas. He says that local 

community made clear its opposition to 

what is happening back in India. Many 

Indians living in the USA, he says, are not 

in farming here but have families who farm 

in India.” They care deeply about the plots 

of land that have been in their family for 

generations. Indian farmers, they told this 

reporter, have been quite successful in 

California, with land holdings much larger 

than what they had at home. “The land is 

loved like a child. If you take care if it 

properly it will take care of you by 

producing a crop,” said Singh.  

The Bay Bridge to San Francisco was 

blocked for a time on the weekend as 

protestors from around the state organized a 

miles long caravan to the consulate on 540 

Arguello Boulevard, in the heart of 

downtown San Francisco. Demonstrations 

also took place in Indianapolis, Indiana and 

in Toronto, Canada. All intended to let the 
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world now how angry the Sikh community 

is and urge condemnation of the hastily 

passed laws.  

Farmer organizations say the legislation will 

dismantle the minimum price support 

system (MPS) and make small farmers 

vulnerable to corporate agribusiness. The 

government, of course, has a different point 

of view, saying the new laws will give 

farmers better opportunities and bring new 

technologies to agriculture.   

16 March 2021  

 Ambani House Explosive Scare.  

A special court, on Sunday, remanded 

Mumbai police officer Sachin Waze to the 

National Investigating Agency’s (NIA) 

custody till March 25, in connection with 

his involvement explosives-laden vehicle 

and threat letter found near Mukesh 

Ambani’s horse, in Mumbai, on Friday 

25,2021.  

According to official sources, special public 

prosecutor, Sunil Gonsalves cited 

statements of certain witnesses, to 

demonstrate Waze was part of the  

conspiracy. He sought Waze’s custody for 

14 days as more arrests were likely.  

The court also decided a clutch of 

applications filed by Waze, for access to 

medicines in custody and home food. While 

the court allowed his plea for medicines, his 

application for home food was rejected.   

The defense also filed two separate 

application, the first for a copy of NIA’s 

remand plea, as it was not provided to them, 

and second to meet Waze in custody both 

the application will be argued.  

On February 25, an explosives-laden 

Scorpio Car was found near Antilia, 

industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s house on 

Altamont road in South Mumbai. The car 

contained 18 gelatine sticks (explosive) and 

a threat letter inside. The case was begin 

investigated by Waze and his team at the 

Crime branch, Mumbai.  

 Covid-19: Justice Ramana 

inaugurates Supreme Court Bar 

Association vaccination camp.  

SCBA President Vikas Singh was the first to 

take the vaccine today in the presence of 

Justice Ramana as the first priority is for 

members above 60 years of age.  

The Supreme Court Bar Association on 

Tuesday organised a Covid-19 vaccination 

camp to inoculate its members and their 

families, and judicial staff at the Delhi 

Government Health Centre in the Apex 

Court premises.  The camp was inaugurated 

by Supreme Court judge Justice N.V. 

Ramana in the presence of SCBA Vice 

President Pradeep Rai, also the 
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association’s health committee chairman, 

and others on Tuesday morning. SCBA 

President Vikas Singh was the first to take 

the vaccine today in the presence of Justice 

Ramana as the first priority is for members 

above 60 years of age. SCBA Vice  

President Pradeep Rai thanked Delhi 

Health Minister Satyendra Jain for 

providing appropriate instructions on 

Covid-19 vaccination in the Supreme 

Court campus.   

17 March 2021  

 Farmers’ protest: Supreme Court  

says farmers can protest but 

can’t block movement of people, 

goods into Delhi.   

The Supreme Court on Thursday said the 

farmers protesting outside Delhi have 

every right to protest but they can’t hold 

the capital hostage. The bench comprising 

Chief Justice S.A. Bobde, Justices V. 

Ramasubramanian and A.S. Bopanna 

heard petitions seeking the removal of 

protesting farmers camping at Delhi’s 

borders against the Centre’s farm laws. 

The court said it could refer the matter to a 

vacation bench and asked the Central 

government not to take any action to 

implement the law until the court’s final 

hearing. To this, Attorney General K.K. 

Venugopal said he will get back after 

consulting the government.  Earlier on 

Wednesday, the Supreme Court had asked 

the Centre to form a panel with the farmer 

groups, government officials and other 

stakeholders to resolve the deadlock. At 

the hearing today, Chief Justice of India  

S.A. Bobde said the Court will not consider 

the petitions challenging the farm laws and 

will not decide the validity of the farm laws. 

The question of validity of laws can wait. 

Chief Justice Bobde suggested P. 

Chidambaram that reserved these 

arguments for a later date. Former Union 

Minister P. Chidambaram, who was 

representing the Delhi government, said the 

government had made so many 

amendments in the law while the farmers 

have not accepted the original law. He also 

suggested making a new law and discussing 

it in the Parliament Appearing for the 

government, Attorney General K.K.  

Venugopal said he will get back to the court 

on the request of the CJI if the laws can be 

withheld. The bench had also suggested the 

Central government to form a committee 

with farmers’ union representatives and 

other stakeholders to resolve the issue. 

Considering the rights of the protesting 

farmers, Chief Justice Bobde said the matter 

pertaining to challenge of three laws will 

have to wait. There is no question of 

balancing or curtailing it, but it should not 

damage anyone’s life or property. Senior 
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Advocate Harish Salve, counsel for the 

petitioners, said protests cannot be just for 

the sake of protest but for articulating their 

point of view. He said the farmers have the 

right to protest against the law, but the lives 

of millions of people are at stake because of 

price rise (due to the blockade at the border) 

that has resulted in an irreparable loss. Salve 

said if there is any damage to public 

property, there has to be a declaration by the 

person organising the protest to compensate 

the government. The Court said the farmers 

have the right to protest and no one is going 

to interfere. The protest should have a 

purpose that must be fulfilled by talking to 

someone. The people simply cannot sit in 

protest for years. The Chief Justice told the 

representatives of a splinter group of the 

Bharatiya Kisan Union, who were in court, 

that the country understood the plight of 

farmers and is sympathetic to their cause, 

but they have to alter the way it is going.  

  

 SC notice to Centre on plea for 

Mandatory common utility duct 

along Highways  

On Wednesday, the Apex Court issued 

notice to the Central Govt on a Public 

Interest Litigation seeking directions to 

mandatorily provide common utility duct or 

corridors for all public utilities in the 

construction plan of highways & other 

roadways to avoid duplication of civil 

works. A Bench headed by CJI SA Bobde 

while asking the Govt to reply on the plea 

said, "We will see this. It's a good idea. 

Notice issued."  

The petition filed by Haripriya Patel sought 

directions to the Govt to ensure that all 

public utility service providers mandatorily 

use the facilities & avoid unnecessary 

redigging or trenching of roadways. The 

underground ducts along the roads carrying 

all public utility cables like that of water, 

electricity, telephone or gas, would make 

the repairing or wiring work easier.   

The petitioner said the plea was filed 

highlighting the failure of the relevant 

authorities to mandatorily provide for 

common utility duct or utility corridors 

along the highways for all utilities in the 

construction plan of large infrastructure 

projects, despite recommendations for such 

facilities by various expert bodies & 

specific provision for such facilities in 

guidelines dated Nov 22, 2016, issued by 

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways  

(MoRTH),  Government  of  India  &  

National Digital Communications Policy 

2018.  

The plea sought direction to the Govt to 

implement the Nov 22, 2016 guidelines of 

MoRTH, Government of India, & National 

Digital Communications Policy 2018 which 
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contemplate common utility ducts & 

corresponding regulations. Not providing 

common utility duct or utility corridors is 

causing "unnecessary expenditure" on 

subsequent execution of the same work by 

public utility services such as telecom 

companies & other agencies, plea stated. 

"There is a long-standing proposal for 

adopting a holistic method while executing 

large infrastructure projects relating to 

roadways, which shall include provision for 

IT network & other utility services. It will 

lead to better utilization of capital 

expenditure on infrastructure & boost the  

Information  &  Communications  

Technology (ICT) Infrastructure of our 

country."  

The plea added that "Joint construction of 

highways & telecom network is not only 

feasible but pragmatic because multiple 

ducts laid along the highway can be used to 

avoid duplication of civil work for various 

essential public services, thereby avoiding 

loss of public funds; avoid rapid 

deterioration of roads due to recurring civil 

work (excavation/trenching) on account of 

various essential public services; avoid road 

accidents due to perennial maintenance of 

the infrastructure projects; real time 

highway traffic management; 

implementation of efficient toll facilities; & 

uninterrupted telecom network & service".  

Most importantly, the proposal to lay 

common utility ducts seeks to replace the 

prevalent practice of laying the road first 

and re-digging it to lay ducts later, which 

adds to the capital cost & causes additional 

traffic & road safety issues, the petition 

further submitted.  

It further said that the proposal of common 

utility ducts along the roadways have been 

under consideration by various Govt bodies 

since 2002 & various Govt policies & 

guidelines also propose the same, however, 

the said proposal is yet to be approved due 

to lack of coordination between different 

government ministries/departments & thus, 

the said proposal is stuck in a bureaucratic 

bottleneck for the last twenty years 

approximately.  

The common utility duct proposal will 

benefit all the stakeholders without 

exception, especially, when our country is 

set for the rapid expansion of road 

infrastructure as well as IT infrastructure in 

the present decade, the petitioner submitted.  

18 March 2021  

 'Unprofessional', HC calls for 

action against Bar Association for 

issuing Resolution barring its 

Member to represent Sedition 

accused.  

  



 

 

44 | P a g e  

  

On Tuesday, the Karnataka High Court 

termed a lawyers' body in Mysuru, which 

had issued a resolution restricting its 

members from representing a woman 

accused of sedition, as 'unprofessional'. The 

Mysuru lawyers' body had barred its 

members from representing Nalini 

Balakumar, a woman charged with sedition 

for holding a 'Free Kashmir' placard during 

the anti-Citizenship Amendment Act 

(CAA) protests in Mysuru University last 

year.  

A division bench headed by Chief Justice 

Abhay Oka remarked, "Is it not 

unprofessional on the part of the lawyers to 

issue such a resolution? The Supreme Court 

has said this... Should you (KSBC) not take 

action against such lawyers. Look at the 

resolution, some member of the Bar has 

signed this...Bar Council must be proactive. 

These are societies of lawyers," Bar and 

Bench reported.  

The High Court was hearing a petition 

challenging the lawyers' body's decision to 

restrict lawyers from carrying out their duty. 

While it was reported that the Mysuru Bar 

Association passed the resolution restricting 

lawyers from appearing on behalf of Nalini, 

it was later alleged that the  

Mysore City Advocates Multipurpose  

Cooperative Society passed the resolution.  

The High Court also asked if notices were 

issued to the Mysore City Advocates 

Multipurpose Cooperative Society. The 

Mysuru District Bar Association said in its 

inquiry that the society said it had not 

passed the resolution. The Mysuru Bar 

Association and the Karnataka State Bar 

Council (KSBC) are respondents in the 

case.   

In January 2020, Nalini held a placard that 

read ‘Free Kashmir’ at an anti-CAA protest 

at Mysuru University. Photographs of the 

placard were published by media houses 

and it caught the attention of the police who 

singled out Nalini for inquiry. A sedition 

case was filed against Nalini and the 

organiser of the protest. Three weeks after 

the protest, Nalini was granted anticipatory 

bail by a Mysuru court after her lawyers 

argued that she was not propagating a 

separatist ideology. Her case is still pending 

and will be heard in the High Court next.  

Petitioner Ramesh Naik said that he 

approached the High Court to protect the 

rights of lawyers to represent people and 

avoid cases getting politicized like this in 

the future.  

"The same thing repeated in Hubballi in the 

sedition case against three Kashmiri 

students. My concern is that the rights of 

lawyers should be protected and KSBC's 

silence on the matter turned the situation in 

Nalini's case unpleasant and harmful. There 

should be no politicisation and lawyers 

should be allowed to represent a common 
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person to get justice," Ramesh Naik told 

TNM. He added that the right to practice 

law is a Constitutional right.   

In February 2020, a month after Nalini 

Balakumar's case came to light, the 

Hubballi Bar Association passed a 

resolution to not represent the three 

Kashmiri students, who were booked for 

sedition. Labelling their actions 

‘antinational’, the resolution added that 

their decision has been communicated with 

the Karnataka State Bar Council and urged 

all lawyers in the state not to represent 

them.  

The Karnataka High Court later 

reprimanded the Hubballi Bar Association 

and stated that its resolution went against 

the principles of natural justice and the 

rights of the accused of obtaining a 

defence.  

19 March 2021  

 SC agrees to hear plea challenging 

competence of state assemblies to 

adopt resolution against central 

statutes like CAA.   

On Friday, the Apex Court posted after 4 

weeks for hearing a plea challenging the 

legislative competence of diverse State 

Assemblies in adopting 'Resolutions' 

against central statutes like CAA and farm 

laws which fall under the Union List of the 

Seventh Schedule.  

A Bench headed by CJI SA Bobde asked 

Counsel appearing for petitioner Samta 

Andolan Samiti (SAS) to do more 

research.  

The SC bench said that "Do some research 

on the other aspects, we will see, we don't 

want to create more problems".  

The PIL filed by SAS has raised a question 

of law as to whether within the 

Constitutional framework, more 

particularly Article 213(2)(a) & Article 

246(1), any State Legislature can adopt 

'Resolution' adversely criticising a central 

Statute which falls in List I of the Seventh 

Schedule.  

The plea impugning the legislative actions 

of four different State Legislative 

Assemblies of Rajasthan, Kerala, Punjab & 

West Bengal which according to the 

petitioner, have infringed Fundamental 

Rights of all Indian citizens.  

The State Legislatures of Rajasthan, Kerala, 

Punjab & West Bengal purportedly adopted 

resolutions condemning & adversely 

criticising the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2019 even after it was passed by both 

the Houses of the Parliament & received 

Presidential assent being duly notified in the 

Gazette of India, stated the petition.  
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The plea added that "The Legislative 

Assembly of West Bengal adopted a 

Resolution against three Central 

Legislations (farm laws). Rules of 

Procedure of these Legislative Assemblies 

framed under Article 208 contain chapters 

titled 'Resolutions' & the same, apart from 

imposing a precondition upon the Speakers 

to decide the admissibility of the Resolution 

before allowing the same to be placed in the 

Assembly, also prohibit subjects which are 

not primarily the concern of the state 

government & on which litigations are 

pending".  

 Punjab & Haryana High Court 

Bar Association Resolves to 

Abstain from Appearing Before 

Justice Harminder Singh  

Madaan.   

“The resolution stems from a recent 

incident where the judge allegdely insulted 

and misbehaved with a lawyer who has 

been practicing before the court for the last 

seventeen years”.  

While acting on the various complaints 

received from its members regarding the 

disrespect meted out to them in the court of 

justice HARMINDER SINGH MADAAN, 

the Punjab & Haryana High court bar 

association has resolved to abstain from 

appearing the judge.  

The resolution stems from a recent incident 

where justice madaan allegdely insulted and 

misbehaved with advocate parminder singh 

sekhon, a criminal lawyer practising before 

the court for the last seventeen years.  

Nothing that the bar and the bench are two 

sides of same coin, the resolution states, 

“Mutual respect between bar and bench is 

fundamental to maintenance of cordial 

relations. Any kind of insult or use of 

coercive language and snubbing attitude of 

the hon’ble members of the bench is 

unacceptable and against the constitutional 

scheme of things based on the maxim “absit 

iniuria verbis” and “absit invidia”.”  

The bar association clarifies that it had 

requested the judge in question to treat the 

members of the bar on the principles of 

equality which is sine-qua-non for 

maintaining the dignity of the bar members, 

has unanimously decided to boycott the 

court of justice madaan.   

It was further resolved that disciplinary 

action shall be initiated against any member 

who goes against the association’s decision.  

20 March 2021  

 HC permits Virtual hearing on 

request made by Parties.   

On Friday, the High Court of Delhi has 

permitted virtual hearings/hybrid hearings 



 

 

47 | P a g e  

  

in cases where a request to that effect is 

made by the lawyer of parties.  

A notification issued by Registrar General 

Manoj Jain said that "Hon'ble 

Administrative & General Supervision 

Committee in its meeting held on Friday has 

been pleased to resolve that henceforth this 

court shall permit hybrid/video conference 

hearing where a request to this effect is 

made by any of the parties and/or their 

counsel".  

On Monday, the High Court of Delhi 

resumed physical hearing nearly a year after 

it has suspended its functioning on March 

23, 2020, followed by the Govt decision to 

imposed lockdown in wake of containing 

COVID-19.  

However, the HC continues to take up 

urgent matters through video conferencing 

& later resumed physical hearing of limited 

benches. The physical hearing was also 

resumed in the district courts of Delhi from 

Monday.  

In a notification issued last month, Delhi HC 

said: "All the Courts of Joint Registrars 

(Judicial) shall continue to hold courts as 

per the existing arrangement up to March 

12, 2021, & shall hold regular physical 

courts, on a daily basis, with effect from 

March 15, 2121".  

"....The Court may, in exceptional cases, 

permit any of the parties and/or their 

Counsel to join the proceedings through 

video conferencing, subject to availability 

of requisite infrastructure", said 

notification.  

The notification had further added that it is 

expected that the Advocates, litigants, & 

other visitors to this court strictly adhere to 

the norms of social distancing & all other 

COVID-19 protocols, guidelines, directions 

issued by the Government of India, 

Government of NCT of Delhi & this Court 

from time to time.  

Earlier, Delhi High Court in an official 

statement announced that all district courts 

of Delhi to hold hearings physically on an 

alternate day basis & continue to take up the 

matters through 'video conferencing' on 

non-physical days from Jan 18.  
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Banking and Finance News  

14 March 2021  

 Nation Wide Unions Strike  

On coming Monday and Tuesday, banking 

operations across the country could be 

impacted as United Forum of Bank Unions 

has given a call for strike to protest against 

Bank privatization. Due to strike services 

such as deposits and withdraws at branches, 

cheque clearance and loan approvals would 

be affected due to the strike. UFBU said in 

statement that 10 lakhs bank employees and 

officers of the banks will participate in the 

strike.  

In the Union Budget presented last month, 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had 

announced the privatisation of two public 

sector banks as part of the governments 

disinvestment plan. And the Government 

has already privatised IDBI Bank by selling 

its majority stake in the lender to LIC in 

3019 and has merged 14 public sector banks 

in the last four years.  

Members of UFBU include,  

1. AIBEA,  

2. AIBOC, 3. NCBE,  

4. AIBOA,  

5. BEFI.  

Others are Indian National Bank Employees 

Federation, Indian National Bank Officers 

Congress, National Organisation of Bank 

Workers and  

National Organisation of Bank officers.  

15 March 2021  

 Perpetual Bond Issue  

Lingering uncertainty over the valuation of 

perpetual bonds could hit fundraising at 

public-sector lenders such as Punjab 

National Bank, Bank of India and Bank of 

Maharashtra, which plan to garner funds by 

selling debt instruments. While the Centre 

has ‘requested’ the capital-markets 

watchdog to review its order on the 

treatment of such debt, regulatory silence is 

making investors nervous and causing 

yields to harden.  

  

“An amicable resolution should be found 

without any further disruptions,” said 

Mahendra Jajoo, chief investment officer - 

fixed income, Mirae Asset Investment 

Managers.   

Nervousness is still there, but the panic is  

gone,”  he  said.   

  

There were nine secondary market trades in 

the bonds of National Bank of Agriculture 

and Rural Development (NABARD).bonds 

are due for maturity in 2024. While a 

particular series yielded as high as 5.75%, 

the average for all deals was 5.67% Friday.  

https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-india/stocks/companyid-11964.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-india/stocks/companyid-11964.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-india/stocks/companyid-11964.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-maharashtra/stocks/companyid-12283.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-maharashtra/stocks/companyid-12283.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-maharashtra/stocks/companyid-12283.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/bank-of-maharashtra/stocks/companyid-12283.cms
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Under normal circumstances, yields should 

be around 5.50%, dealers said.  

  

Four secondary market transactions took 

place for National Housing Bank bonds, 

maturing early 2024, at an average yield of 

5.45 percent, about 10 basis points higher 

than usual.  

 RBI asks banks to implement 

image-based Cheque Truncation 

System in all branches by 

September 30.  

The Reserve Bank of India on Monday 

asked banks to implement the Image based 

Cheque Truncation System (CTS) in all 

branches by September 30, this  specially 

aims at faster settlements of cheques  

resulting in better customer service. 

Recently by the last month, the Reserve 

Bank of India had announced pan India 

coverage of Cheque Truncation system by 

proposing all bank branches under the 

image-based clearing mechanism.   

 The CTS is in use since 2010 and 

presently covers around  1,50,000 

branches.  There are about 18,000 bank 

branches that are still outside any  formal 

clearing agreement.   

Because of implementation these methods 

will benefits the Time, money and 

manpower expanded on physical transfer 

of cheque from banks to clearing House. 

The possibility of cheques misplaced in 

transit is eliminated.   

The cheque imaging is the process that 

enables image of cheques to be exchanged 

between the banks and building societies, 

through the image clearing System, for 

clearing and payment. This significantly 

speeds up the clearing process.   

16 March 2021  

 Nationwide Bank Strike Continues 

To Impact PSB  

Services On Day 2.  

Bank Strike continued for day-two on 

Tuesday, led by nine unions of public sector 

banks in the country, opposing governments 

policy to privatise the lenders. Customers 

will be inconvenienced to get services such 

as cash withdrawals, deposits, cheque 

clearances, remittance services. 

Government transactions related to treasury 

as well as business transactions will also be 

impacted.  

UFBU, an umbrella body of nine unions, 

had given a strike call for March 15 to 16.  

Others are INBEF, INBOC, NOBW AND 

NOBO. Unions on Monday said nearly10 

lakhs staffers across the country have 

participated in the Strike, terming it a  

“Success”. Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman in her Union Budget speech for 

https://m.economictimes.com/topic/National-Housing-Bank
https://m.economictimes.com/topic/National-Housing-Bank
https://m.economictimes.com/topic/National-Housing-Bank
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2021-22 said the government will privatise 

two more public sector banks going 

forward.  

The Government has already privatised 

IDBI Bank by selling its majority stake in 

the lender to LIC in 2019 and has merged 

14 public sector banks in the last four years.  

 Reserve Bank impose Rs 2Cr 

penalty on SBI.   

It said that action is based on deficiencies in 

regulatory compliance and is not intended to 

pronounce upon the validity of any 

transaction entered into by the banks with its 

customers. The imposition of penalty was 

due to contravention of certain sections of 

Banking Regulation Act.   

Reserve Bank of India on Tuesday imposed 

penalty of RS 2 CR on State Bank of India 

(SBI) for contravention of norms, including 

specific directions to the lender on 

remuneration to its employees in the form of 

commission.  

According to the report, the inspection held 

on the statutory validity of the bank with 

reference to its financial position as on 31 

March 2017 and March 31, 2018 Risk 

Assessment reports (RARs) pertaining 

thereto, and examination of the 

correspondence with the bank regarding 

payment of remuneration to its employees 

in the form of commission, revealed the 

contravention of the provisions of the Act 

and directions.  

A kind of notice was issued to the bank by 

RBI, after getting replies form the bank in 

which all the information regarding 

payment was disclosed to RBI, going 

through all the documents RBI came to 

conclusion that “ the charges were 

disapproved and monetary penalty was 

imposed”, report said.  

17 March 2021  

 RBI Reject Interest Relief  

The Reserve Bank of India is to reject banks 

request to extend interest payment relief to 

working capital borrowers, as it seeks to 

wind down some of the pandemic era 

policies amid brighter prospects for the 

economy, three people aware of the matter 

said.   

As part of Coved package past year, RBI 

allowed banks to convert the unpaid interest 

component in cash credit or overdraft 

facility into a fresh term loan to help 

stressed borrowers. The deadline of repay 

loan is 31 March. Several banks have 

approached to allow companies more time 

to repay such loans after borrowers 

complained that they were not out of the 

woods yet, the people cited above said, 

requesting anonymity. The return economic 

growth was helped by restart the economic 
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activity as the government lifted lockdown 

restrictions and boosted spending. The bank 

gives a period by 31 March.   

 NPAs expected to increase in first 

half of 2021: FICCI-IBA survey  

The findings are part of the 12th round of 

bankers survey carried out by FICCI -IBA 

between July and December 2020. The asset 

quality of banks, which saw some 

improvement in the second half of 2020, is 

likely to worsen during the first six months 

of 2021.  

The survey was conducted  almost on  20 

banks, including public sector, private 

sector  and foreign banks, representing 

about 59 percent of the banking industry as 

classified by asset size.   

The Reserve Bank of India’s Financial 

Stability Report, released in January this 

year, showed that gross non-performing 

assets of banks may rise to 13.5 percent by 

September under the baselines stress 

scenario. A Non-Performing Asset is a loan 

or advance for which the principal or 

interest payment remained  overdue for a 

period of 90 days.   

Banks are required to classify NPAs further 

into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 

An asset, including a leased asset, becomes 

non-performing when it ceases to generate 

income for the Bank.   

18 March 2021  

 Bank Witnessed High Demand  

For Individual Loans  

According to December report bank 

witnessed a sharp upturn in demand loans 

from individuals, it is a survey by the 

Reserve Bank of India has found. While a 

demand of funds form industrial sector is 

slow, bankers are less optimistic about in 

lend to the infrastructure, mine sectors 

according to the survey.  

The Covid 19 pandemic and the lockdown 

has resulted in contraction of loan demand 

across all sectors. The loans recorded the 

high fall during the April-June Quarter of 

2020. “In the major sectors, bankers have 

generally expecting high demand for retail 

loans and agriculture segments in recent 

times, followed by manufacturing and 

services” RBI said.  

And then the responses suggest that 

perceptions on retail and personal loans, 

which were hit during the period, have also 

take back. The respondents expressed lower 

optimism for infrastructure, mining and 

quarrying sectors when compared to other 

major sectors.  

 TPG arm to invest 200 million 

dollars  in Airtel  Africa's mobile 

money biz.  
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Airtel  Africa has signed a deal to sell 75% 

stake in its. The firm seems to have found 

an investor as it announced that the Rise 

Fund., The Global impact investing 

platform of investment firm TPG, will 

invest 200 million dollars in its mobile 

money arm. The investment will seem the 

mobile mode business. Proceeds from the 

stake sale will be used to slash Airtel debt, 

and invest in developing network and 

infrastructure across 14 countries in the 

region.   

The deal is expected to reach its first close 

I  the next 3-4months . The Rise Fund will 

subsequently be entitled to appoint a 

director to the AMC BV board. Our 

markets afford substantial potential for 

mobile money services to meet the needs 

of the tens of millions of customers in 

Africa.  

The transaction will close in two stages. 150 

million dollars will be invested at first close, 

once the transfer of sufficient  mobile 

money operation and contracts  into AMC 

BV has been completed.   

The company now aims  to raise more funds 

before heading for an eventual listing in four 

years. The groups are in discussion with 

other potential investors in relation to 

possible further minority investment into 

Airtel Money. up to a total of 25%  of the 

issued share capital of AMC BV said the 

statement.   

Airtel Mobile Commerce BV is currently 

the holding company for several of Airtel 

Africa’s  mobile money operations and is 

now intended to own and operate the mobile 

money business across Airtel Africa 14  

operating countries.   

19 March 2021  

 SBI Digital Transaction Have Gone 

As Increase As 67% Now.  

Our country’s biggest lender State Bank of 

India has seen increase in the number of 

transactions happening in multiple digital 

channels, with the percentage moving from 

60% at the pre-pandemic period to 67% 

now, the Chairman Dinesh Khara said. The 

risen in the number of digital transactions it 

means the bank was driven in e-commerce 

during the pandemic induced lockdown, 

which restricted movement.   

They introduced a digital lending platform – 

YONO has achieved larges growth during 

the current financial year. There are 35 

million registered users of YONO and the 

bank opening over 35,000-40,000 savings 

accounts per day with the help of the mobile 

app. My point of view digital transaction is 

reason for increasing new fresh bank 

accounts opening. E-commerce is a 

milestone for digitalising future. And SBI 
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platforms also helps in distributing products 

of the bank subsidiaries including SBI Life 

Insurance, SBI General Insurance and SBI 

Card and SBI Mutual Fund.   

20 March 2021  

 Bandhan Bank – Two Members  

On Its Board:  

Bandhan Bank has inducted former 

International Finance Corporation 

executive Subrata Dutta Gupta and former 

IndusInd Bank. NSE executive Suhail 

Chander on to its board.  

They have joined as additional independent 

directors and will become independent 

directors once the bank's shareholders 

approve the appointment in the next annual 

general  meeting.  

Bandhan board has now 15 members and 

includes HR Khan, who was Reserve Bank 

of India's deputy governor between 2011 

and 2016.Dutta Gupta retired from IFC as 

principal financial officer. He had earlier 

served as the managing director of BHW 

Birla Home Finance and worked with SREI 

International Finance. He is at present on 

the board of Joyville Shapporji Housing 

Finance as a nominee director of the Asian 

Development Bank, Bandhan Bank said in a 

 statement.  

Chander was head of corporate and 

institutional banking at IndusInd Bank, 

before retiring in March 2020. He is also 

currently on the board of Canara Robeco 

Asset Management Co. Ltd.  

 RBI: households Savings rate 

drops from 21% in Q1 to 10.4% 

Q2.  

The household financial savings rate falls to 

10.4% of gross domestic product (GDP) — 

closer to pre-pandemic levels — in Q2FY21 

from 21% in Q1 in a counterseasonal 

manner, the Reserve Bank of India said in 

an article in its March bulletin, released on 

Friday. The savings rate may have fallen 

further in Q3 with a pick-up in consumption 

and economic activity, the article said.  

“The Covid-19-induced spike in household 

financial savings rate in Q1:2020-21 waned 

substantially in Q2 in a counter-seasonal 

manner. While households’ deposits and 

borrowings picked up, their holdings of 

currency and savings in mutual funds 

moderated,” the RBI said. This reversion is 

mainly driven by the increase in household 

borrowings from banks and non-banking 

financial companies (NBFCs), 

accompanied by a moderation in household 

financial assets in the form of mutual funds 

and currency. Nonetheless, households’ 

financial savings rate for Q2FY21 ruled 

higher than that of 9.8% witnessed in 

Q2FY20.  
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The reversal in household financial savings 

is due to lower surplus in the current 

account balance. Household debt to GDP 

ratio rose sharply to 37.1% in Q2FY21 from 

35.4% in Q1FY21. This primary declination 

suggest that household financial savings 

rate may have gone down further in 

Q3FY21 with the high consumption rate 

and economic activity.  

RBI said, India appears to be faster in 

spending amid approaching of festive 

season demand which in turn reaches the 

pre-pandemic level of house holding in 

financial savings in Q2:2020-21. Household 

savings in mutual funds also drops to 0.3% 

from 1.7% between Q1:2021 an Q2:2021.  
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Economic News  

16 March 2021  

 Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman introduces Bill to 

facilitate hike in insurance FDI.   

Separately, responding to a question in the  

Lok Sabha, the minister said the 

government has no plan yet to launch 

diaspora bonds, scotching speculations in 

some quarters that such securities could be 

introduced as a special window for the 

Indian diaspora to invest in the country.  

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 

Monday introduced in Rajya Sabha a Bill 

to amend the Insurance Act, 1938, which 

will pave the way for raising the foreign 

direct investment(FDI) limit in insurance 

up to 74  percent from 49 percent.  

The Insurance Amendment bill, 2021, was 

cleared by the Cabinet last week and is in 

sync with a proposal in the Budget for 

FY22.  

The proposal to hike the FDI limit in 

insurance is expected to open  up new 

avenues of funding at a time when some 

players are struggling with solvency issues, 

analysts have said. The move, along with 

the decision to launch the IPO of LIC and 

privatize one of the government-owned 

general insurers, would bring more 

efficiency to the market.  

Apart from drawing new foreign investors, 

the hike in FDI limit will also allow foreign 

partners, currently in joint ventures, to raise 

their stake and control the Indian insurance 

firms. Over a dozen insurance companies in 

India are formed of joint ventures between 

domestic and foreign  partners, including 

ICIC Prudential, HDFC Standard Life, Bajaj 

Allianz and Star Union Daiichi Life 

Insurance.  

While presenting the Budget 2021-22, 

finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman had 

proposed to amend the Insurance Act 1938, 

to increase the FDI limit in insurance 

companies and “allow foreign ownership 

and control with safeguards”.  

Under the new structure the majority of 

directors on the board and key management 

persons would have to be resident Indians, 

with at least half of directors being 

independent ones, and specified percentage 

of profits being retained as general reserve.  

The life insurance sector in India was 

liberalized in 2000 after the government had 

allowed foreign companies to own up to 26 

percent in domestic insurers. The sector was 

opened up futher in 2014 when the FDI limit 

was hiked to 49 percent.  
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 Impact of Labor Unions on Labor 

Markets.  

A trade union is an organization made up of 

members and its membership must be made 

up mainly of workers. One of a trade 

union's main aims is to protect and advance 

the interests of its members in the 

workplace  Most  trade  unions  are 

independent of any employer.  

Role of Trade Unions:  

1. To improve the working conditions  

2. To improve the wages  

3. Improving the employment levels  

4. To reduce the discrimination at work  

5. To provide support and work Impacts of 

Unions:  

1. The demand for the product is inelastic – 

this means firms are more likely to meet 

wage demands.    

2. The product or service is a strategic one 

– such as power worker’s unions, or the 

union of transport workers.  

3. Labor represents a small share of total cost 

– such as airline pilots (in relation to total 

costs).  

Unions often represent workers in 

negotiations with employers. Collective 

bargaining is common in many industries, 

including motor vehicles, transport (rail, bus 

and tube) and public services, such as the 

police service, the Post Office, and fire and 

ambulance services. Acts of Parliament 

during the 1980’s – which were designed to 

reduce their power and influence, such as 

legislation 1.Forcing unions to have secret 

ballots prior to striking.  

2. Banning practice memes like the 

‘closed shop’, ‘secondary picketing’ and 

‘wildcat’ strikes  

3. Declining membership  In 1980 

there were just over 100 unions, with a 

combined membership of approximately 

12m.  

By 2008 there were less than 70 unions and 

membership had fallen to less than 8m and 

by 2018 membership had fallen to 6.23 

million.  

There are several possible consequences of 

the decline in membership, including: The 

perceived lack of influence as a result of 

legislation controlling union powers. 

Increasing female participation in the labor 

market – statistically, females are less likely 

to be union members. Increasing part-time 

relative to full-time employment.  

Privatization of public utilities – when 

industries are State owned, there is a greater 

tendency for the employers to accept the 

demands of unions (a government can 

simply raise taxes to pay for higher wages if 

needed) –privatization reduced union 

powers, and hence reduced the desire to be a 

union member. The consequences of the 

decline in power  
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There are a number of possible 

consequences of the decline in union power, 

including:  

A more efficient labor markets, a result of 

the removal of rigidities caused by 

unionization of labor. A more flexible 

economy and one that is more competitive 

in the global economy.  

Increased inward investment – strong unions 

may deter inward investment from abroad.  

Multi-nationals often seek to locate in 

countries with less unionization (e.g., 

Japanese firms often avoid locating in 

countries with strong unions). On the ‘cost’ 

side the decline in union power is likely to 

reduce ‘equity’ because unions have 

generally helped the lower paid more than 

the higher paid, through collective 

bargaining to increase wages. Also, on the 

cost side, unions may act as a counterweight 

to powerful monophonies – hence the 

erosion of power of unions may increase the 

power of monopolists to reduce wages and 

employment.  

Bilateral Monopoly  

If a union is introduced into a labor market 

which has a monopolistic buyer of labor the 

wage rate is likely to be determined through 

collective bargaining, with representatives 

of the monopolistic firm bargaining with 

representatives of the monopolistic union. 

This situation is referred to as a bi-lateral 

monopoly.  

  

 17 March 2021  

 Cabinet approves revised cost for 

strengthening  power transmission 

system in Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh. 

The Union Cabinet of Tuesday approved 

the  revised  cost  estimates 

 of  the comprehensive scheme for 

strengthening power transmission and 

distribution in Arunachal Pradesh and 

Sikkim at Rs  

9,129.32 crore.  

The scheme is being implemented through 

the state-run Power Grid Corporation in 

association with Sikkim and Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

It is targeted to be commissioned in a phased 

manner by December 2021 for awarded 

scope of works and 36 months from 

RCE(revised cost estimates) approval for 

un-awarded packages.  

“The Cabinet committee on Economic 

Affairs, chaired by Prime minister Narendra 

Modi, in a major step towards economic 

development of the States of Arunachal  

Pradesh and Sikkim through strengthening 

of Intra-states Transmission and 

Distribution systems has approved the  

Revised  cost  Estimate  (RCE)  of  

Comprehensive Scheme for strengthening of 

transmission and Distribution in Arunachal 
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Pradesh and Sikkim at an estimated cost of 

Rs 9129.32 crore,” an official statement 

said. After commissioning, the created 

transmission and distribution system will be 

owned and maintained by the respective 

state utilities.  

The main objective of the scheme is 

government commitment for the total 

economic development of Arunachal 

Pradesh and Sikkim and to strengthen the 

intra- state transmission and distribution 

infrastructure by providing gird connectivity 

to remote distant locations, it added.  

Implementation of this scheme will create a 

reliable power grid and improve the states’ 

connectivity to the upcoming load centers, 

thus extending the benefits of grid 

connected power to the villages and towns 

including the remote and border areas and 

all categories of consumers in Arunachal 

Pradesh and Sikkim. The scheme shall also 

increase the per capita power consumption 

of these states and contribute to the total 

economic development, it said.   

Implementing agencies are hiring a 

considerable number of local manpower 

using their construction works, generating a 

lot of employment for skilled and unskilled 

local manpower.  

 Economics and Culture Influence 

Economic research usually treats cultural 

identity and individual preferences as 

exogenous fixed factors on which to 

develop analyses and draw conclusions. In 

contrast, other social sciences such as 

anthropology, sociology and psychology 

operate on the principle that culture and 

individual preference may evolve and be 

influenced by their environments.  

Over the last ten years, economists such as 

Guiso, Sapienza, have been exploring the 

relationship between culture, values, 

individual preferences, and the economy, 

focusing on the unidirectional impact of 

culture on the economy. They have 

demonstrated empirically, for example, that 

the level of trust that people have in their 

country’s institutions and fellow citizens 

influence many aspects of economic activity 

(such as international trade). The decision to 

transmit a cultural heritage is a compromise 

between preferences, cost, and access to 

information. Based on this approach, it is 

possible to analyze the influence of 

economic activities and social institutions 

on the dynamics of preferences, values and 

beliefs. Cultural transmission is seen, 

therefore, as the outcome of interactions 

between decisions around socialization 

within the family and other socialization 

processes such as social imitation. When 

parental values are aligned with those of 

society, they trust their environment and 

expend less effort to educate their children. 
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Transmission comes at a cost. In times of 

economic change or shock, therefore, when 

the values of the wider environment are in 

flux, there may be an impact on the 

transmission of family values.  

The empirical study carried out by the 

authors using the World Values Survey 

between 1989 and 2004 confirms the 

model’s predictions. The average cultural 

distance between countries decreased over 

the period, disproving the position taken by 

economists such as Guiso, Sapienza and 

Zingales, who view culture as an invariable 

factor. Most importantly, when two 

countries open up to international trade, it 

results in a steeper reduction in the cultural 

distance between them than between 

countries which did not experience an 

increase in the level of their bilateral trade. 

This dynamic is even more pronounced 

when the traded goods are differentiated. 

The effect is finally found to be stronger 

when focusing on the answers of younger 

people to the survey.  

18 March 2021  

 633,000 ‘New Middle Class’ 

households in India: Hurun India 

report.   

Hurun India Wealth Report 2020 released 

Tuesday has identified a novel household 

category in India – the ‘New Middle Class’ 

with an average savings of Rs 20 lakh per 

annum. These households, the report says, 

have major allocation towards physical 

assets such as primary residential property 

and automobiles. Hurun India pegs the total 

number of such cumulative households in 

India at 633,000.  

According to Hurun, there are 412,000 

dollar-millionaire households/ affluent 

households in India with a networth of at 

least Rs 7 crore. Hurun  Rich  Listers have a 

wealth of Rs 1,000 crore, the report says, 

and pegs the number of such cumulative 

households in India at 3,000. At the other 

end of the spectrum is the ‘Indian middle 

class’ that has earnings of over Rs 2.5 lakh 

per annum and a net worth of less than Rs 7 

crore. “It is estimated that around 56400,000 

families in India fall under this category,” 

findings of the Hurun India Wealth Report 

2020 suggest.  

The report classifies two broad segments of 

wealthy households in India- the lower part 

comprises households having work 

compensation income, along with fixed 

deposits, real estate and equity investments 

as their primary source of income; and the 

upper segment that has inherited wealth, real 

estate possessions, primary business 

earnings and a diverse equity investment 

portfolio as sources of income.  
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And investing patterns among all these 

household segments differ. A 

businessowner- be it a billionaire, 

international ultrahigh net worth individual 

((UHNI), UHNI or an affluent individual for 

instance, allocate a higher portion of their 

wealth towards their primary business 

activities.  

“The other major consumers of their 

investable wealth include cash reserves, 

equity stocks, and primary residence,” The 

reports say.  

 Historical Perspective of World 

Development:  

When we hear the term economy, it is 

usually in the context of how the economy 

“is doing”: Is inflation soaring or under 

control? Is the economy growing or 

shrinking? Is unemployment rising, 

declining, or remaining stable? Are new 

college graduates finding jobs easily or not? 

All these questions concern the economy, 

but sociologists define economy more 

broadly as the social institution that 

organizes the production, distribution, and 

consumption of a society’s goods and 

services. Defined in this way, the economy 

touches us all.  

The economy is composed of three sectors. 

The primary sector is the part of the 

economy that takes and uses raw materials 

directly from the natural environment. Its 

activities include agriculture, fishing, 

forestry, and mining. The secondary sector 

of the economy transforms raw materials 

into finished products and is essentially the 

manufacturing industry. Finally, the tertiary 

sector is the part of the economy that 

provides services rather than products; its 

activities include clerical work, health care, 

teaching, and information technology 

services. Societies differ in many ways, but 

they all have to produce, distribute, and 

consume goods and services. How this 

happens depends on which sectors of the 

economy are most important. This latter 

variable in turn depends heavily on the level 

of a society’s development. Generally 

speaking, the less developed a society’s 

economy, the more important its primary 

sector; the more developed a society’s 

economy, the more important its tertiary 

sector. As societies developed economically 

over the centuries, the primary sector 

became less important.  

Industrialization and division of labor:  

Work and home finally began to separate in 

the 1700s and 1800s as machines and 

factories became the primary means of 

production with the emergence of industrial 

societies. For the first time, massive 

numbers of people worked in locations 

separate from their families. Whole 

industries developed to make the machines 
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and build the factories and to use the 

machines and factories to manufacture 

household goods, clothing, and many other 

products.  The secondary sector of the 

economy quickly became dominant.  

Perhaps inevitably it led to a growth in the 

tertiary (service) sector to respond to the 

demands of an industrial economy.   

One important consequence of 

industrialization was the specialization of 

work, more commonly called the division of 

labor. In agricultural societies, the 

craftspeople that made plows, wheels, and 

other objects would make the whole object, 

not just a part of it, and then sell it 

themselves to a buyer. With the advent of 

the division of labor under industrialization, 

this process became more specialized: some 

factory workers would make only one part 

of an object, other factory workers would 

make a second part, and so on; other workers 

would package and ship the item; and still 

other workers would sell it. This division of 

labor meant that workers became separated 

from the fruits of their labor, to paraphrase 

Karl Marx, who also worried that the type of 

work just described was much more 

repetitive and boring for workers than the 

craft work that characterized earlier 

societies. Because of these problems, Marx 

said, workers in industrial societies were 

alienated both from their work and by their 

work.  

  

19 March 2021  

 Andhra Pradesh becomes India’s 

number 1 banana producer and 

exporter:  

Andhra Pradesh was India’s number 1 

banana-producing state last year with an 

output of 68.85 lakh million tones. Andhra 

Pradesh has been number one since 201617. 

Not just production, but the productivity and 

quality of bananas has also been improving 

fast in Andhra. In the current financial year 

2020-21, it estimates to exports 75,000 

metric tons of Bananas, 66.67 percent than 

the actual 2019-20 export figure of 45,000 

MT.  

Andhra has introduced Public-private 

agricultural model under the Integrated 

Agriculture Development plan. Under this 

model, the state government has helped 

farmers financially while private firms have 

provided technological aid. The state 

government partnered with exporters such 

as INI Farms, Desai Fruits and Vegetables, 

and Mahindra Agrisolutions.  

The Andhra government reached out to 

these private firms, which evaluated weather 

and soil parameters to set up Agriclusters of 
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bananas and provide technical assistance 

such as crop care and harvesting safeguards.  

India is the largest producer of bananas in 

the world, with a production of 297 lakh MT 

on 8.4 lakh hectares of land. According to an 

estimate, 290 lakh MT is consumed, while 

another 5 lakh MT of so is lost due to 

banana’s perishability. The majority of 

banana exports from India are to West Asian 

and North African countries like USE, 

Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 

Iran.  

 Cashless Economy: The Impact of  

The Demonetization on Small and 

Medium Exchanges:  

By definition, the cashless economy refers to 

the flow of currency through electronic 

channels such as debit or credit cards, 

internet banking, mobile banking, Point of 

Sales (POS) and e-wallets. Cashless 

economy usually happens in 3 methods:  

1. Mobile or e-wallet  

2. Plastic money  

3. Net banking  

The other form is Net Banking, wherein the 

user logs in to the banking account and make 

the transactions through National Electronic 

Fund Transfer (NEFT), Real Time Gross 

Settlement (RTGS) or  

Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) in case 

of India. The most common reason driving 

the demand for the cashless economy is an 

ease in transactions and maintenance. The 

increased digitization makes the 

transactions simplified and easier than ever, 

along with improved connectivity among 

users. Moreover, a cashless economy is also 

viewed as an effective means to tackle black 

money. It helps curb the circulation of fake 

currency notes, as every online transaction 

can be strictly monitored guided by 

regulatory mechanisms. Moreover, the 

cashless system can also avoid the 

utilization of natural resources like paper, 

printing machines, personnel and power, 

which are the prerequisites for making paper 

currency. This will also help governments 

tackle tax evasions as every record is stored 

digitally and can be traced easily. So, a 

cashless economy maintains an edge over 

cash-based one, while offering more 

transparency and accountability.  

Surprisingly, 50 percent of the country’s 

population using a digital payment app 

called Swish, and adding to that, majority of 

the country’s retailers don’t accept cash.  

The Small and Medium Business (SME) 

sector in India has a heavy influence on the 

economy. It provides employment to 

millions of people every year and 

contributes a healthy eight percent to the 

country’s GDP.  When a major economic 

decision like demonetization is 

implemented, it is necessary to study the 
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impact it could possibly have on the 

economics of this sector. Businesses created 

by entrepreneurs who smelt the opportunity 

and moved fast to launch and become 

successful quickly. Businesses that came in 

late but could become reasonably successful 

because of the huge potential that remained 

untapped. The biggest priority of the 

government and the Reserve Bank of India 

must be to ensure that there is free and 

abundant availability of cash in the financial 

system. All restrictions on withdrawals from 

the ATMs and accounts must be removed at 

the earliest. The government is also sharply 

focused on bringing in critical reforms in the 

financial and trade and commerce sector. 

The announcement of GST and BTT was a 

major step in this direction but 

demonetization can affect the timely 

implementation of GST. Tax procedures and 

filing methods must be simplified and taxing 

structure made people friendly so that the 

highest level of compliance is achieved. The 

culture of settling issues under the table 

must be ended immediately.  

20 March 2021  

 Selling Government Banks to 

corporate will be a huge mistake- 

Raghuram Rajan.  

As a section of public sector bank employees 

go on a two-day strike to protest against the 

privatization of state-run lenders, they have 

got a formidable ally in ex-RBI governor 

Raghuram Rajan.  

Rajan, in an interview to PTI, cast doubt on 

the successful privatization of inefficient 

public sector banks and added that if they are 

sold to corporate, that will be a huge 

mistake. In November 2020, Rajan along 

with former RBI deputy governor Viral 

Acharya had written a scathing article 

opposing the suggestion of the central 

bank’s working group to give banking 

licenses to corporate.   

Doubts on the Target set by the 

Government in Budget.  

Rajan said that while the 2021-22 Budget 

has placed a lot of weight on privatization, 

the history of the government delivering on 

this is checkered, and he wondered how it 

will be different this time. The government 

has budgeted Rs 1.75 lakh crore from stake 

sales in public sector companies and 

financial institutions, Including Two public 

sector banks and one general insurance 

company for the next fiscal beginning April 

1.  

However, in the past, the government has 

failed to meet its divestment targets be huge 

margins. The government succeeded in 

privatizing IDBI Bank in 2019 but it was 

bought by the Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC), which is owned by the 
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government itself, effectively retaining the 

ownership of the bank. Apart from that, the 

government has managed to merge 14 

public sector banks in the last four years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


