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FOREWORD 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other 

group, except, of course, poets and novelists. The difference is that while the latter 

has usually been admired for their writing, the public has almost always damned 

lawyers and judges for theirs. If this state of affairs has changed in recent times, 

it is only in that many lawyers and judges have now joined the rest of the world 

is complaining about the quality of legal prose.  

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavours. My 

best wishes and assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge 

after reading this Judiciary notes. It’s not just for the legal fraternity but for 

anyone who has an interest in the field of law. 

                                        - By Vrinda Khanna 

Associate, All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be 

Peace in the Earth, May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the 

Plants, May there be Peace in the Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the 

various Worlds, May there be Peace in all the human beings, May there be Peace 

in All.  

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.  

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the 

first and oldest social group. It has played an important role in the stability and 

prosperity of the civilization. Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has 

its roots in the family. Peace and harmony in the family are important for the all-

round development of children. This Compilation of Judiciary notes by All India 

Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about desired sensitivity in all duty holders. 

We’re glad to be a part of the All-India Forum. Here’s an introduction to my 

team:  

• Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar  

• Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman 

• Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna  

• Manager: Deb Zyoti Das  

• Researchers:  

o Elamathy. S  

o Yash Sharma  

o Aastha Miglani  

• Editor: Snehal Bhatia  
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DISCLAIMER 

Team AILF India has made all efforts to summarize the Judiciary notes retrieved 

from AIR and SCC. In some cases, the team has tried to summarize cases from 

the available sources as they could not find original ones. 
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COMPREHENSION MCQ 

“I Have a Dream” is a public speech delivered by American civil rights activist Martin 

Luther King Jr. During the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom on August 28, 

1963, in which he calls for an end to racism in the United States and called for civil and 

economic rights. Delivered to over 250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the 

Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., the speech was a defining moment of the civil 

rights movement.  

 

Beginning with a reference to the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed millions of 

slaves in 1863, King observes that: “one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free”. 

Toward the end of the speech, King departed from his prepared text for a partly 

improvised peroration on the theme “I have a dream”, prompted by Mahalia Jackson’s 

cry: “Tell them about the dream, Martin!” In this part of the speech, which most excited 

the listeners and has now become its most famous, King described his dreams of 

freedom and equality arising from a land of slavery and hatred. Jon Meacham writes 

that, “With a single phrase, Martin Luther King Jr. Joined Jefferson and Lincoln in the 

ranks of men who’ve shaped modern America”. The speech was ranked the top 

American speech of the 20th century in a 1999 poll of scholars of public address.  

 

Q1.What issues does Martin Luther King’s speech address? 

1. 1.Continuation of racism 

2. 2.End to racism and civil and economic rights 

3. Civil rights 

4. 4.Civil War 

Ans – The second option is correct, as stated in the passage. 

 

Q2.What pushes King to speak: “I have a dream”? 

1. He reads out the Emancipation Proclamation. 

2. He is prompted by Mahalia Jackson. 



 

6 | P a g e  
 

3. He is overwhelmed by the crowd. 

4. Lincoln had asked him to give the speech. 

Ans- As mentioned in the passage, Mahalia Jackson had prompted him to speak about 

his dream.  

 

Q3.From the last paragraph, give one word for “to leave”. 

1. Departed 

2. Proclamation 

3. Improvised 

4. Address 

Ans – The correct answer is ‘departed’. 

 

Q4.What is the name of martin Luther King’s famed speech? 

1. The Emancipation Proclamation 

2. An Improvisation 

3. A Peroration 

4. I Have a Dream 

Ans – As mentioned in the beginning of the comprehension, the first answer is correct. 

 

Q5.In front of whom does King speak? 

1. The civil rights supporters 

2. His friends 

3. Lincoln 

4. The Negroes 

Ans – As mentioned in the opening paragraph, the first option is correct.  
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Philosophy of Education is a label applied to the study of the purpose, process, nature 

and ideals of education. It can be considered a branch of both philosophy and education. 

Education can be defined as the teaching and learning of specific skills, and the 

imparting of knowledge, judgment and wisdom, and is something broader than the 

societal institution of education we often speak of. 

Many educationalists consider it a weak and woolly field, too far removed from the 

practical applications of the real world to be useful. But philosophers dating back to 

Plato and the Ancient Greeks have given the area much thought and emphasis, and there 

is little doubt that their work has helped shape the practice of education over the 

millennia. 

Plato is the earliest important educational thinker, and education is an essential element 

in "The Republic" (his most important work on philosophy and political theory, written 

around 360 B.C.). In it, he advocates some rather extreme methods: removing children 

from their mothers' care and raising them as wards of the state, and differentiating 

children suitable to the various castes, the highest receiving the most education, so that 

they could act as guardians of the city and care for the less able. He believed that 

education should be holistic, including facts, skills, physical discipline, music and art. 

Plato believed that talent and intelligence is not distributed genetically and thus is be 

found in children born to all classes, although his proposed system of selective public 

education for an educated minority of the population does not really follow a democratic 

model. 

Aristotle considered human nature, habit and reason to be equally important forces to 

be cultivated in education, the ultimate aim of which should be to produce good and 

virtuous citizens. He proposed that teachers lead their students systematically, and that 

repetition be used as a key tool to develop good habits, unlike Socrates' emphasis on 

questioning his listeners to bring out their own ideas. He emphasized the balancing of 

the theoretical and practical aspects of subjects taught, among which he explicitly 

mentions reading, writing, mathematics, music, physical education, literature, history, 

and a wide range of sciences, as well as play, which he also considered important. 
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During the Medieval period, the idea of Perennialism was first formulated by St. 

Thomas Aquinas in his work "De Magistro". Perennialism holds that one should teach 

those things deemed to be of everlasting importance to all people everywhere, namely 

principles and reasoning, not just facts (which are apt to change over time), and that one 

should teach first about people, not machines or techniques. It was originally religious 

in nature, and it was only much later that a theory of secular perennialism developed. 

During the Renaissance, the French skeptic Michel de Montaigne (1533 - 1592) was 

one of the first to critically look at education. Unusually for his time, Montaigne was 

willing to question the conventional wisdom of the period, calling into question the 

whole edifice of the educational system, and the implicit assumption that university-

educated philosophers were necessarily wiser than uneducated farm workers, for 

example. 

Q1.What is the difference between the approaches of Socrates and Aristotle? 

1. Aristotle felt the need for repetition to develop good habits in students; Socrates 

felt that students need to be constantly questioned, 

2. Aristotle felt the need for rote-learning; Socrates emphasized on dialogic 

learning. 

3. There was no difference. 

4. Aristotle emphasized on the importance of paying attention to human nature; 

Socrates emphasized upon science. 

Ans1. The first option is correct – their approaches were different, and this difference 

is quite explicitly explained in the fourth paragraph. 

  

Q2.Why do educationists consider philosophy a ‘weak and woolly’ field? 

1. It is not practically applicable. 

2. Its theoretical concepts are easily understood. 

3. It is irrelevant for education. 

4. None of the above. 

Ans2. The first option is correct because educationists believe that philosophical 

abstractions are not suitable for practical application. 
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Q3.What do you understand by the term ‘Perennialism’, in the context of the given 

comprehension passage? 

1. It refers to something which is of ceaseless importance. 

2. It refers to something which is quite unnecessary. 

3. It refers to something which is abstract and theoretical. 

4. It refers to something which existed in the past and no longer exists now. 

Ans3. The first option is correct because the term comes from the root word ‘perennial’ 

– which means ceaseless. 

  

Q4.Were Plato’s beliefs about education democratic? 

1. He believed that only the rich have the right to acquire education. 

2. Yes. 

3. He believed that only a select few are meant to attend schools. 

4. He believed that all pupils are not talented. 

Ans4. The second option is correct – Plato’s beliefs were democratic but not his 

suggested practices. 

  

Q5.Why did Aquinas propose a model of education which did not lay much 

emphasis on facts? 

1. Facts are not important. 

2. Facts do not lead to holistic education. 

3. Facts change with the changing times. 

4. Facts are frozen in time. 

Ans5. The third option is correct – facts do change with the changing time hence they 

are not of the utmost importance when aiming for holistic education. 
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Today I Rabindranath Tagore complete eighty years of my life .As I look back on the 

vast stretch of years that lie behind me and see in clear perspective the history of my 

early development, I am struck by the change that has taken place both in my own 

attitude and in the psychology of my countrymen -- a change that carries within it a 

cause of profound tragedy. 

Our direct contact with the larger world of men was linked up with the contemporary 

history of the English people whom we came to know in those earlier days. It was 

mainly through their mighty literature that we formed our ideas with regard to these 

newcomers to our Indian shores. In those days the type of learning that was served out 

to us was neither plentiful nor diverse, nor was the spirit of scientific enquiry very much 

in evidence. Thus their scope being strictly limited, the educated of those days had 

recourse to English language and literature. Their days and nights were eloquent with 

the stately declamations of Burke, with Macaulay’s long-rolling sentences; discussions 

centered upon Shakespeare's drama and Byron's poetry and above all upon the large-

hearted liberalism of the nineteenth-century English politics. 

At the time though tentative attempts were being made to gain our national 

independence, at heart we had not lost faith in the generosity of the English race. This 

belief was so firmly rooted in the sentiments of our leaders as to lead them to hope that 

the victor would of his own grace pave the path of freedom for the vanquished. This 

belief was based upon the fact that England at the time provided a shelter to all those 

who had to flee from persecution in their own country. Political martyrs who had 

suffered for the honour of their people were accorded unreserved welcome at the hands 

of the English. 

I was impressed by this evidence of liberal humanity in the character of the English and 

thus I was led to set them on the pedestal of my highest respect. This generosity in their 

national character had not yet been vitiated by imperialist pride. About this time, as a 

boy in England, I had the opportunity of listening to the speeches of John Bright, both 

in and outside Parliament. The large-hearted, radical liberalism of those speeches, 

overflowing all narrow national bounds, had made so deep an impression on my mind 

that something of it lingers even today, even in these days of graceless disillusionment. 
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Q11.From the first paragraph, give a synonym for ‘deep’: 

1. Perspective 

2. Profound 

3. Tragedy 

4. Psychology 

Ans – the word ‘profound’ is similar in meaning to ‘deep’. 

 

Q12.What helped the Indians to conceive of a notion of the Englishmen? 

1. Their advanced weaponry 

2. Their literature 

3. Their orders 

4. Their administration 

Ans – As mentioned in the second paragraph, English literature helped Indians to shape 

their ideas about the Englishmen. 

 

Q13.Who could read and gain from English literature? 

1. The educated Indians 

2. All the Indians 

3. Only writers such as Rabindranath Tagore 

4. None of the above 

Ans – As stated in the second paragraph, only the educated Indians could understand 

English literature.  

 

Q14.From the third paragraph, give an antonym for ‘victorious’.  

1. Victor 

2. Vanquished 

3. Belief 

4. Persecution 

Ans – ‘Vanquished’ is the antonym, it means defeated. 

 

Q15.Whose speeches did Tagore listen to, as a boy? 
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1. Shakespeare 

2. Byron  

3. John Bright  

4. Macaulay 

Ans – Tagore listened to John Bright’s speeches, as stated in the last paragraph. 
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Sportsmanship can be conceptualized as an enduring and relatively stable characteristic 

or disposition such that individuals differ in the way they are generally expected to 

behave in sports situations. In general, sportsmanship refers to virtues such as fairness, 

self-control, courage, and persistence, and has been associated with interpersonal 

concepts of treating others and being treated fairly, maintaining self-control if dealing 

with others, and respect for both authority and opponents. Sportsmanship is also looked 

at as being the way one reacts to a sport/game/player. 

 

The four elements of sportsmanship are often shown being good form, the will to win, 

equity and fairness. All four elements are critical, and a balance must be found among 

all four for true sportsmanship to be illustrated. These elements may also cause conflict, 

as a person may desire to win more than play in equity and fairness and thus resulting 

in a clash within the aspects of sportsmanship. This will cause problems as the person 

believes they are being a good sportsman, but they are defeating the purpose of this idea 

as they are ignoring two key components of being sportsman like. When athletes 

become too self-centred, the idea of sportsmanship is dismissed. 

 

Today’s sporting culture, in particular the base of elite sport, places great importance 

on the idea of competition and winning and thus sportsmanship takes a back seat as a 

result. In most, if not all sports, sportsmen at the elite level make the standards on 

sportsmanship and no matter whether they like it or not, they are seen as leaders and 

role models in society. 

 

Since every sport is rule driven, the most common offence of bad sportsmanship is the 

act of cheating or breaking the rules to gain an unfair advantage. A competitor who 

exhibits poor sportsmanship after losing a game or contest is often called a “sore loser”, 

while a competitor who exhibits poor sportsmanship after winning is typically called a 

“bad winner”. Sore loser behavior includes blaming others for the loss, not accepting 

responsibility for personal actions that contributed to the defeat, reacting to the loss in 

an immature or improper fashion, making excuses for the defeat, and citing 

unfavourable conditions or other petty issues as reasons for the defeat. A bad winner 

acts in a shallow fashion after his or her victory, such as by gloating about his or her 

win, rubbing the win in the face(s) of the opponent(s), and lowering the opponent(s)’s 

self-esteem by constantly reminding the opponent(s) of “poor” performance in 

comparison (even if the opponent(s) competed well). Not showing respect to the other 

team is considered to being a bad sportsman and could lead to demoralizing effects; as 

Leslie Howe describes: “If a pitcher in baseball decides to pitch not to his maximum 

ability suggest that the batter is not at an adequate level, [it] could lead to the batter to 

have low self-confidence or worth. 
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Q16. Is it necessary to strike a balance between all the four elements of 

sportsmanship? 

1. No 

2. Yes 

3. Any 2 can be balanced. 

4. Only 1 is sufficient. 

Ans- Option 2 – Yes, all elements need to be balanced, as pointed out in paragraph 2 

 

 Q17.Why has sportsmanship taken a backseat today? 

1. Due to lack of balance between the elements. 

2. Due to the emphasis on winning 

3. Due to drug abuse 

4. None of the above 

Ans- As per paragraph 3, the stress laid on winning has made sportsmanship take a 

backseat. Option 2 is correct. 

 

Q18.If one does not accept responsibility for one’s defeat, one is called a: 

1. Sore loser 

2. Bad winner 

3. Good sportsman 

4. Prudent sportsman 

Ans – Option 1 – Not accepting responsibility characterizes a sore loser. 

 

 Q19.From the last paragraph, give the opposite of the word ‘deep’: 

1. Competitor 

2. Pitch 

3. Immature 

4. Shallow 

Ans – Option 4 is the correct answer 

 

Q20.When does the spirit of sportsmanship die? 

1. When the sportsman becomes too self-centred. 

2. When the player loses the will to play 
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3. When the sportsman behaves badly 

4. None of the above 

 

Ans – Option 1 .According to the second paragraph, this is the correct option. 
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Artificial intelligence (AI), sometimes called machine intelligence, is intelligence 

demonstrated by machines, in contrast to the natural intelligence displayed by humans 

and other animals. In computer science AI research is defined as the study of "intelligent 

agents": any device that perceives its environment and takes actions that maximize its 

chance of successfully achieving its goals. Colloquially, the term "artificial 

intelligence" is applied when a machine mimics "cognitive" functions that humans 

associate with other human minds, such as "learning" and "problem solving". 

The scope of AI is disputed: as machines become increasingly capable, tasks considered 

as requiring "intelligence" are often removed from the definition, a phenomenon known 

as the AI effect, leading to the quip, "AI is whatever hasn't been done yet." For instance, 

optical character recognition is frequently excluded from "artificial intelligence", 

having become a routine technology. Capabilities generally classified as AI as of 2017 

include successfully understanding human speech, competing at the highest level in 

strategic game systems (such as chess and Go), autonomous cars, intelligent routing in 

content delivery network and military simulations. 

Artificial intelligence was founded as an academic discipline in 1956, and in the years 

since has experienced several waves of optimism, followed by disappointment and the 

loss of funding (known as an "AI winter"), followed by new approaches, success and 

renewed funding. For most of its history, AI research has been divided into subfields 

that often fail to communicate with each other. These sub-fields are based on technical 

considerations, such as particular goals (e.g. "robotics" or "machine learning"), the use 

of particular tools ("logic" or artificial neural networks), or deep philosophical 

differences. Subfields have also been based on social factors (particular institutions or 

the work of particular researchers).  

The traditional problems (or goals) of AI research include reasoning, knowledge 

representation, planning, learning, natural language processing, perception and the 

ability to move and manipulate objects. General intelligence is among the field's long-

term goals. Approaches include statistical methods, computational intelligence, and 

traditional symbolic AI. Many tools are used in AI, including versions of search and 

mathematical optimization, artificial neural networks, and methods based on statistics, 
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probability and economics. The AI field draws upon computer science, mathematics, 

psychology, linguistics, philosophy and many others. 

Q21.What is the AI winter? 

1. Loss of funding for AI projects 

2. Non-functioning AI systems 

3. Absence of research labs 

4. None of the above 

Ans – The first option is correct –as per paragraph 4. 

 

Q22.Are sub-fields based only on social factors? 

1. No 

2. Yes 

3. They are based on machine learning. 

4. None of the above 

Ans. Option 1 is correct – as per paragraph 3 

 

Q.23.Leaning and problem solving by machines is a colloquial way of 

understanding artificial intelligence? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Artificial intelligence means acquiring knowledge through books. 

4. It cannot be defined colloquially.  

Ans – Option 1 is correct, as stated in para 1. 

 

Q24.Are autonomous cars an example of AI? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. As of 2017, they are. 

4. None of the above 

Ans – The third option is correct, as given in para 2. 

 

 



 

18 | P a g e  
 

Q25.Does AI only draw on technology and mathematics? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. It also draws upon psychology. 

4. It only draws upon linguistics. 

Ans – The second option is correct – as given in the last para – there are other fields 

too, upon which AI draws. 
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READING COMPREHENSION: 

1. Evolving India-Bangladesh Relations 

Recently, the Prime Minister of India visited Bangladesh to commemorate the 50th anniversary 

of the war of liberation and the centenary year of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

Historically, India’s has played a critical role in the creation of Bangladesh. India’s political, 

diplomatic, military and humanitarian support during Bangladesh’s Liberation War played an 

important role towards Bangladesh’s independence. This is the first foreign visit since the 

outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic of the Indian Prime Minister and it conveys that India 

attaches great importance to the relationship with its eastern neighbour. Further, the recent 

events highlight a deeper understanding on both sides of the India-Bangladesh relationship. 

However, there are few challenges that need to be resolved for a win-win relationship. 

New Trends in India-Bangladesh Ties 

In the last decade, India-Bangladesh relations have warmed up, entering a new era of 

cooperation, and moving beyond historical and cultural ties to become more assimilated in the 

areas of trade, connectivity, energy, and defence. This can reflect in the following events: 

Military Cooperation:  

The Bangladesh government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has uprooted anti-India 

insurgency elements from its borders, making the India-Bangladesh border one of the regions 

most peaceful. This has allowed India to make a massive redeployment of military resources 

to its more contentious borders elsewhere. Further, Bangladesh handed over many of India’s 

“most wanted” criminals. 

India has also accepted an international tribunal verdict in favour of Bangladesh that 

resolved a 40-year-old maritime dispute and built confidence as well. Land Boundary 

Agreement: Bangladesh and India have achieved the rare feat of solving their border issues 

peacefully by ratifying the historic Land Boundary Agreement in 2015. In that agreement, 

enclaves were swapped allowing inhabitants to choose their country of residence and become 

citizens of either India or Bangladesh. 
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Trade Relations: Bangladesh today is India’s biggest trading partner in South Asia with 

exports to Bangladesh in FY 2018-19 at $9.21 billion and imports at $1.04 billion. Also, India 

has offered duty free access to multiple Bangladeshi products. 

Development Sector: On the development front, cooperation has deepened, with India 

extending three lines of credit to Bangladesh in recent years amounting to $8 billion for the 

construction of roads, railways, bridges, and ports. 

Improved Connectivity: Connectivity between the two countries has greatly improved. A 

direct bus service between Kolkata and Agartala runs a route distance of 500 km, as compared 

to the 1,650 km if it ran through the Chicken’s Neck to remain within India. Bangladesh allows 

the shipment of goods from its Mongla and Chattogram (Chittagong) seaports carried by road, 

rail, and water ways to Agartala. 

News Areas of Engagement: Bangladeshis make up a large portion of tourists in India, 

outnumbering all tourists arriving from Western Europe in 2017, with one in every five tourists 

being a Bangladeshi.  Bangladesh accounts for more than 35% of India’s international 

medical patients and contributes more than 50% of India’s revenue from medical tourism. 

Challenges in India-Bangladesh Ties: 

Teesta River Dispute: Despite the remarkable progress, the unresolved Teesta water sharing 

issue looms large. 

Illegal Migration: The problem of Bangladeshi civilians being killed at the border has dented 

relations. The year 2020 saw the highest number of border shootings by the Border Security 

Force. These shootings occur as many Bangladeshi people try to illegally migrate into India. 

NRC & CAA: Indian government’s proposal to implement the National Register of Citizens 

(NRC) across the whole of India and impetus for the Citizen Amendment Act (CAA), reflects 

poorly on India-Bangladesh relations. 

China Factor: Despite its ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’, India has been losing its influence in 

the region to China, Sri Lanka, Nepal and the Maldives, once considered traditional Indian 

allies, are increasingly tilting towards China due to the Asian giant’s massive trade, 

infrastructural and defence investments in these countries. China, in lieu of its cheque-book 
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diplomacy, is well-entrenched in South Asia, including Bangladesh, with which it enjoys 

significant economic and defence relations. 

Way Forward 

India’s Learning From Bangladesh: Bangladesh is the region’s fastest growing economy, 

with social indicators that other countries, including India, can learn. This is the vital link with 

which India can realise the full potential of either the economic or strategic underpinnings of 

its Act East policy. 

Water Sharing: While all countries desire to be recognised as equal, they also want bigger 

countries to take more responsibility for protecting this equality. This, India must “play a 

pioneering role in India-Bangladesh relations.  Therefore, as the larger country, the onus is on 

India to be generous enough to let the water flow and resolve the dispute over Teesta water and 

six other rivers. 

Balancing Trade: Trade could be more balanced if non-tariff barriers from the Indian side 

could be removed. 

Conclusion 

As Bangladesh celebrates its 50 years of independence, India continues to be one of its most 

important neighbours and strategic partners. To make the recent gains irreversible, both 

countries need to continue working on the three Cs — cooperation, collaboration, and 

consolidation. 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Which year to commemorate the centenary year of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman? 

a. 75 Years  

b. 50 Years 

2. Recently, in which place, the Prime Minister visited ________. 

a. Bangladesh   

b. Delhi 

3. When did the Land Boundary Agreement came? 

a. 2019  
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b. 2015 

4. ________ is the India’s biggest trading partner in South Asia? 

a. Cochin 

b.  Bangladesh 

5. ______ % of India’s revenue from Medical Tourism. 

a. 25%  

b. 50% 

6. Recently, Bangladesh celebrated ________ years of Independence. 

a. 50 Years  

b. 52 Years 
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2. Suez Canal Blockade 

Recently, the Suez Canal, one of the world’s most critical transit routes, got blocked due to a 

large container vessel, the MV Ever Given. This has caused enormous disruption to global 

shipping. This temporary closure has been very expensive for global trade, as it is estimated 

that the loss per hour is almost $400 million. The negative impact on the intricate and delicately 

balanced global supply-chain and oil prices will impose additional costs on the customer 

globally. Suez Canal closure leads to a cascading downstream disruption of trade and economic 

consequences. This aspect points to the fragility of global trade and needs to strengthen them. 

Suez Canal: Background 

The origins of the Suez Canal go back to the ancient period and the first waterway was dug 

during the reign of Senusret III Pharaoh of Egypt (1874 BC).  However, this rudimentary canal 

was abandoned due to silting and reopened several times in the intervening centuries. 

The modern Suez was built in the mid-19th century through efforts by the French and opened 

for navigation on November 17, 1869. In 1858, the Universal Suez Ship Canal Company was 

tasked to construct and operate the canal for 99 years, after which rights would be handed to 

the Egyptian government. Located in Egypt, the artificial sea-level waterway was built between 

1859 and 1869 linking the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. The Suez Canal is pivotal in 

connecting Europe and Asia, as it negates the need to navigate around the Cape of Good Hope 

in Africa and thus cutting distances by up to 7,000 km. The Suez Canal put Egypt at a strategic 

junction between Asia and Europe. In the wave of assertion by colonies and quasi-colonies, 

Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the canal in 1956.  In order to protect the corporate interests 

that hinged on the Canal, Britain, France, and Israel invaded Egypt. This war was termed the 

Suez Crisis 1956. 

Significance of the Suez Canal 

Enabler for Colonisation: The construction of the Suez Canal was a tectonic development 

for global maritime connectivity and impacted colonial history in a definitive manner.  The rise 

of the British Empire was enabled considerably by this canal. 

Life-line of Global Trade: The canal continues to be the lifeline for all trade between the West 

and East as 10% of the global trade passes through it every year.  The value of goods shipped 
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through the canal is estimated to be $9.5 billion daily and the canal generates a major share of 

the revenue for the Egyptian government. 

One of Global Choke Points: The Suez along, with the Panama canal (that links the Pacific 

and Atlantic oceans), are the two most critical canals in the global maritime domain along with 

the Volga-Don and the Grand Canal (China). 

Impact of Suez Closure 

The Suez situation could compound issues for a supply chain already under pressure from the 

pandemic and a surge in buying. The closure could affect shipments of oil and natural gas from 

the Mideast to Europe. 

Conclusion 

It turns out, that while much has changed from 1869 and 1956 - “data is the new oil”, after all 

a large part of the global economy still runs on the very real grooves left by history. 

Given the scale of the consequences of both fiscal and supply-chain disruption — the need to 

objectively review existing procedures and protocols specific to the Suez merits the highest 

priority. 

 

QUESTIONS: 

7. Due to Suez Canal blockade, how many million lost per hour? 

a. $400 

b. $500 

8. The First waterway was_____. 

c. Suez   

d. Dug 

9. The modern Suez was built in which century? 

a. 19th century 
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b. 20th century 

10. Suez crisis held in which year? 

a. 1956  

b. 1957 

11. What is the value of goods shipped through Suez Canal? 

a. $ 9.5 billion 

b. 10.5 billion 

12. Panama canal links _____. 

a. Pacific and Atlantic Ocean 

b. Pacific and Indian Ocean 
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3. Farmers Producer Organisation 

The government of India has envisaged doubling farmer’s income by 2022, but this target is 

likely to be missed. This is because the efficiency, productivity, and economic viability of 

Indian agriculture are affected by many factors. Factors like poor supply chain management, 

lack of modernization, and the declining average size of farm holdings are some of the reasons 

for agrarian distress. Moreover, these factors affect the small farmers to a bigger magnitude. 

Recognizing the problems of small and marginal farmers in India, the government is actively 

promoting Farmers Producer Organisation (FPO). The aggregation of small, marginal, and 

landless farmers in FPOs has helped enhance the farmers’ economic strength and market 

linkages for improving their income. 

What are FPOs? 

FPOs are voluntary organizations controlled by their farmer-members who actively participate 

in setting their policies and making decisions. They are open to all persons able to use their 

services and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, 

political or religious discrimination. FPOs operatives provide education and training for their 

farmer-members, elected representatives, managers, and employees so that they can contribute 

effectively to the development of their FPOs. FPOs in Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and some other states have shown encouraging results and have been able 

to realise higher returns for their produce. For example, tribal women in the Pali district of 

Rajasthan formed a producer company and they are getting higher prices for custard apples. 

Benefits Emanating From FPO 

Declining Average Land Holding Size:  

The average farm size declined from 2.3 hectares (ha) in 1970-71 to 1.08 ha in 2015-16. The 

share of small and marginal farmers increased from 70 per cent in 1980-81 to 86 per cent in 

2015-16. FPOs can engage farmers in collective farming and address productivity issues 

emanating from small farm sizes. Further, this may also result in additional employment 

generation due to the increased intensity of farming. 
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Negotiating With Corporates:  

FPO can help farmers compete with large corporate enterprises in bargaining, as it allows 

members to negotiate as a group and can help small farmers in both input and output markets. 

Economics of Aggregation:  

The FPO can provide low-cost and quality inputs to member farmers. For example, loans for 

crops, purchase of machinery, input agri-inputs (fertilizers, pesticides, etc.) and direct 

marketing after procurement of agricultural produce.  This will enable members to save in 

terms of time, transaction costs, distress sales, price fluctuations, transportation, quality 

maintenance, etc. 

Social Impact:  

Social capital will develop in the form of FPOs, as it may lead to improved gender relations 

and decision-making of women farmers in FPOs. This may reduce social conflicts and 

improved food and nutritional values in the community. 

Way Forward 

Adding More FPOs:  

Some studies show that we need more than one lakh FPOs for a large country like India while 

we currently have less than 10,000.  In this context, the government has taken several steps to 

promote FPOs. 

Addressing Structural Issues:  

Many FPOs lack technical skills, inadequate professional management, weak financials, 

inadequate access to credit, lack of risk mitigation mechanism, and inadequate access to market 

and infrastructure. The above issues such as working capital, marketing, infrastructure have to 

be addressed while scaling up FPOs. Getting credit is the biggest problem. Banks must have 

structured products for lending to FPOs. They have to be linked with input companies, 

technical service providers, marketing/processing companies, retailers, etc. They need a lot of 

data on markets and prices and other information and competency in information technology. 
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Government’s Effort For Promotion of FPO 

Since 2011, it has intensively promoted FPOs under the Small Farmers’ Agri-Business 

Consortium (SFAC), NABARD, state governments and NGOs. The ongoing support for FPOs 

is mainly in the form of, one, a grant of matching equity (cash infusion of up to Rs 10 lakh) to 

registered FPOs, and two, a credit guarantee cover to lending institutions (maximum guarantee 

cover 85 per cent of loans not exceeding Rs 100 lakh). The budget for 2018-19 announced 

supporting measures for FPOs including a five-year tax exemption while the budget for 2019-

20 talked of setting up 10,000 more FPOs in the next five years. 

One District One Product Cluster:  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare on Tuesday reiterated the importance of 

FPOs which are to be developed in production clusters, wherein agricultural and horticultural 

produces are grown/cultivated for leveraging economies of scale and improving market access 

for members. “One District One Product” cluster will promote specialisation and better 

processing, marketing, branding and export. 

Collective Farming:  

FPOs can be used to augment the size of the land by focusing on grouping contiguous tracts of 

land as far as possible. More focus should be on creating a supply chain and find new markets. 

Women farmers will play a major role in collective farming. 

Conclusion 

In the last decade, the Centre has encouraged farmer producer organizations (FPOs) to help 

farmers. While incomes will rise because of the benefits flowing from FPOs, they may not still 

be adequate to give a reasonable income to small and marginal farmers. 

QUESTIONS: 

13. The farmer’s income will be doubled by which year? 

a) 2031  

b) 2022 
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14. FPOs controlled by whom? 

a) Farmer’s members   

b) Government 

15. In 2015 – 2016, how many hectares farm size declined? 

a) 1.08   

b) 2.5 

16. 2018 – 2019 Budget announce tax exemption for how many years? 

a) 6 Years  

b) 5 years 

17. What is the meaning of  FPO? 
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4. Knowledge Diplomacy 

Recently, the launch of Brazil’s Amazonia-1 satellite by the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) and the export of the Covid-19 vaccine to Brazil, as part of its “Vaccine 

Maitri” diplomacy, reflect how India’s knowledge economy can contribute to the diplomatic 

capital of the country. Space and pharma sector’s global success points to the knowledge 

industry’s diplomatic potential and to India’s “soft power.” In the past, India’s knowledge 

sector has helped the country to become a role model for other developing nations to develop 

into the knowledge economy. However, in recent times India lost this leadership in the 

knowledge economy, barring sectors like space, pharma, and information technology. 

What is the Knowledge Economy? 

The knowledge economy is an economic system in which goods and services are based 

principally on knowledge-intensive activities that contribute to a rapid pace of advancement in 

technical and scientific innovation. The key element of value is the greater dependence on 

human capital and intellectual property for the source of innovative ideas, information and 

practices. Knowledge economy features a highly skilled workforce within the microeconomic 

and macroeconomic environment; institutions and industries create jobs that demand 

specialized skills to meet global market needs. In principle, one's primary individual capital is 

knowledge and the ability to perform to create economic value. Knowledge is viewed as an 

additional input to labour and capital. 

What is Knowledge Diplomacy? 

Knowledge diplomacy refers to international higher education, research and innovation, in 

building and strengthening relations between and among countries. It presents a new approach 

to international relations where education, science, technology, and innovation, play an 

important role in global developmental politics. 

Knowledge diplomacy recognizes that many domestic issues are now global issues; and 

conversely, many global challenges are now domestic challenges. Knowledge diplomacy 

recognizes that as the world becomes increasingly globalized, the interconnected and 

interdependent world presents new issues, threats, and opportunities that one nation cannot 

address alone. 
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Examples of India’s Knowledge Diplomacy 

India’s knowledge diplomacy history goes back as early as the 1950s, when many developing 

countries looked to India to access development-oriented knowledge. Students from across 

Asia and Africa sought admission to Indian universities for postgraduate courses. Indian 

expertise was sought by global organizations such as the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO), and International 

Rice Research Institute (IRRI). 

South Korea’s government even sent its economists to the Indian Planning Commission till the 

early 1960s to be trained in long-term planning. By the 1970s, Korea was beginning to overtake 

India as a modern industrial economy. 

Rail India Technical and Economic Services (RITES), which was also established by then 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1974, acquired a global profile with business in Africa and 

Asia. The development of India’s dairy and livestock economy also attracted global interest. 

Today, due to self-sufficiency in space and the pharma sector, India can place satellites of 

several countries into space at globally competitive rates and can supply drugs and vaccines at 

affordable prices to developing countries. 

Challenges to Leadership in Knowledge Diplomacy 

Brain Drain:  

In India, the flight of Indian talent began in the 1970s and has since accelerated. Due to the 

better career prospects, this has sharply increased in recent years. 

Competition from China:  

China has emerged as a major competitor offering equally good, if not better quality, S&T 

products and services at a lower cost. While India has maintained its lead in IT software, China 

has developed competitive capabilities in space, pharma, railways and several other 

knowledge-based industries. 

Racing South-East Asian Countries:  
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The Indian familiarity with the English language and the still good quality of teaching in 

mathematics and statistics have enabled Indian firms to remain competitive in data processing, 

business process outsourcing, and software services.  However, the competitive edge is 

beginning to blunt due to the competition from south-east Asian countries. 

Deteriorating Education Standards:  

The biggest setback in India’s knowledge economy’s global appeal has been in higher 

education.  Overseas students were drawn to Indian universities and institutions because they 

offered good quality education at a fraction of developed country institutions’ cost. The appeal 

of education in India for overseas students has waned. 

Deteriorating Social Environment:  

Further, Indian institutions attract fewer foreign students not just because the quality of 

education offered in most institutions is below par, but due to the growing assertion of narrow-

minded ideologies, the social environment offered here is no longer as cosmopolitan as it used 

to be. 

Way Forward 

Replicating Space and Pharma Success Story:  

If ISRO’s global competitiveness is a tribute to public policy and government support, the 

pharma sector’s global success is a tribute to private enterprise and middle-class talent in 

pharmacology and biotechnology.  India’s current global diplomacy in the fields of space and 

pharmaceuticals, engaging several countries around the world, is the fruit of 50 years of 

sustained state support for “Atmanirbharta” in both fields. Thus, there is a need for replicating 

the success story of Space and Pharma in other knowledge sectors. 

Addressing Brain Drain:  

The government and private sector need to create better career prospects for Indian talent. This 

can help create a “brain bank” on which India can draw for its own development. 

Raising Education Standards:  
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India’s education sector is in a dire need of education reforms if India wants to make its human 

resource compete with the global talent. It is not only imperative for leveraging knowledge 

diplomacy but fulfilling the aspiration of a billion-plus country. 

Conclusion 

Today, space and pharma are at the apex of a narrow pyramid of India’s knowledge diplomacy. 

However, much more is needed to be done to leverage the full potential of knowledge 

diplomacy. 

QUESTIONS: 

18. Recently, which satellite was launched by ISRO? 

19. What does FAO stand for? 

20. What does UNDO stand for? 

21. What does IRRI stand for? 

22. Flight of Indian talent began on 

a. 1960s  

b. 1990s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

34 | P a g e  
 

5. Slumbering Parliamentary System 

The Parliament of a country is central to the very idea of democracy assigned with the pivotal 

roles of framing legislation, ensuring accountability of governments and holding debates and 

discussion on various concerns. In this context, the Parliament of India, even after so many 

years, has neither evolved nor matured as it could, might or should have. 

Shorter Parliamentary sessions and leniency in the scrutiny of the Bills have diminished the 

stature and efficiency of the Parliament. To preserve the very idea of India as a democratic 

country, the Parliament needs to function more actively in terms of framing bills, its scrutiny 

and holding sessions. 

Dormancy in Parliament and Related Issues 

Shorter Parliamentary Sessions, a Trend:  

The Budget Session of Parliament for 2021 ended two weeks before the planned time due to 

involvement of political leaders in campaigning for the state assembly elections. The Budget 

session of 2020 was also curtailed due to nationwide lockdown imposed due to the Pandemic. 

The 18 days Monsoon session in 2020 also lasted for only 10 days while the winter session 

was cancelled. 

Weakened Legislature Scrutiny: 13 Bills were introduced in the budget session out of which 

8 were passed within the session and none of the 13 bills was referred to any parliamentary 

committee for examination. The introduction and passing of the Government of NCT of Delhi 

(Amendment) Bill, 2021 by the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha was merely a 10-day process. 

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2021 was also 

passed by both Houses within a week. 

The National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) Bill, 2021 

was passed within three days of introduction. 

The Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021, aimed at increasing the limit of FDI in insurance 

companies from 49% to 74% also took just a week between introduction and passing by both 
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Houses. This quick work should be read as a sign of abdication by Parliament of its duty to 

scrutinise Bills, rather than as a sign of efficiency. 

Gradual Marginalisation of Parliamentary Committees:  

According to data by PRS Legislative Research, the percentage of Bills referred to 

Departmentally Related Standing Committees (DRSCs) declined from 71% in the 15th Lok 

Sabha (2009-14) to 27% in the 16th Lok Sabha and just 11% in the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-

present). Apart from the DRSCs, there are negligible bills referred to Select Committees of the 

Houses or Joint Parliamentary Committees. 

Discussion for Union Budget:  

The Constitution of India requires the Lok Sabha to approve the expenditure Budget of each 

department and Ministry. The Lok Sabha had listed the budget of just five Ministries for 

detailed discussion and discussed only three of these. Moreover, 76% of the total Budget was 

approved without any discussion. 

Absence of the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha:  

Article 93 of the Constitution provides for the Lok Sabha to select two of its members as the 

Speaker and Deputy Speaker.  The current Lok Sabha is in the absence of the Deputy Speaker, 

which is elected within a couple of months of the formation of a new Lok Sabha. 

Way Forward 

Parliamentary Scrutiny:  

Parliament must ensure sufficient scrutiny over the proposals and actions of the government. 

This may include:  

• Creating a system of research support to Members of Parliament. 

• Providing sufficient time for MPs to examine issues. 

Moreover, to compensate for the issue of parliamentary sessions being shortened due to 

pandemic, remote working and technology related solutions is the way forward. 
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Transparency in Legislative Procedures:  

Ensuring that Bills and budgets are examined by committees and public feedback is taken.  It 

will help citizens know where we went wrong and how it can be corrected. 

Legislative Impact Assessment:  

A detailed framework for pre and post Legislative Impact Assessment (LIA) is needed. Every 

legislative proposal must incorporate a detailed account of social, economic, environmental 

and administrative impact for wider awareness and subsequent legal assessment. 

Besides, a new Legislation Committee of Parliament should be constituted to coordinate 

legislative planning. 

Parliamentary Committee Reforms:  

Measures for the effective functioning of Department Related Standing Committees (DRSCs) 

like longer tenure, promoting specialization, etc are needed.  In countries such as Sweden, 

Finland and Australia, it is mandated to send either all or at least some specific bill to the 

parliamentary committees. India should also mandate a similar requirement to avail the benefits 

of the committee system that have been taken for granted so far. Circumventing the 

Parliamentary committees in the passing of significant legislation is a sign of weakening 

democracy. 

Strengthening the Role of the Opposition:  

In order to strengthen the role of the opposition, the institution of ‘Shadow Cabinet’ can be 

formed in India. Shadow cabinet is a unique institution of the British cabinet system formed 

by the opposition party to balance the ruling cabinet. In such a system each action of Cabinet 

Minister must be countersigned by the minister in the shadow cabinet. 

Conclusion 

Parliament has the central role in our democracy as the representative body that checks the 

work of the government. In order to fulfil its constitutional mandate, it is imperative that 

Parliament functions effectively. 
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Also, proper scrutiny of the bills is an essential requirement of a quality legislation. 

Circumventing the parliamentary committees while passing legislations undermines the very 

spirit of the democracy. 

QUESTIONS: 

23. Which bill passed within a week? 

24. Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was aimed on ______? 

 a) Limit of FDI in Insurance 

 b) Limit of Family Insurance 

25. What does DRSCs stand for ? 

ANSWERS: 

1. b 

2. a 

3. b 

4. b 

5. b 

6. a 

7. a 

8. b 

9. a 

10. a 

11. a 

12. a 

13. b 

14. a 

15. a 

16. b 

17. Framers Produce Organisation. 

18. Brazil’s Amazonia – 1. 

19. Food & Agricultural Organisation. 

20. United Nations Industrial 

Development. 

21. International Rice Research 

Institute. 

22. B 

23. Mines & Minerals (Development & 

Regulation) Amendemnt Bill, 2021 

24. A 

25. Departmentallly Related Standing 

Committee 
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COMPREHENSION 

In the near future, space debris will become a critical challenge for the global 

community, endangering access to space and the benefits this access brings. In recent 

years, the $360 billion global space economy has experienced a transformation. 

Declining costs, satellite and launcher size evolutions and the proliferation of related 

technology has led to a surge in satellite launches, many of which are conducted by new 

space enterprises and nations. Over the coming years, thousands of payloads are 

expected to be launched by the commercial sector alone, adding to the over 2,000 

already active satellites in orbit. This transformation and rapid growth are anticipated 

to increase the space sector’s vital role in telecommunications, remote sensing, space 

science and national security, making it a vital node of the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution’s infrastructure. 

However, the rush in space activity is already adding to a crowded orbit. With over 

20,000 pieces of debris larger than 10 centimetres tracked in orbit and many more 

untracked, the rise in space activity will lead to even more debris, increasing collision 

risk. The orbital environment is a globally shared resource where existing international 

guidelines steer space actors in their activities, however, these are not enforceable and 

derived standards are not always followed. Neither are guidelines expected to 

sufficiently curtail the creation of new debris in the coming years caused by 

fundamental shifts in traffic. Therefore, an opportunity exists to develop a solution 

based on a multi stakeholder approach built on public-private collaboration. 

As the challenge of orbital debris or “space junk” is set to grow, current and future 

missions face an increasing risk of possible collisions. The Space Sustainability Rating 

(SSR) will provide a new, innovative way of addressing the orbital challenge by 

encouraging responsible behaviour in space through increasing the transparency of 

organizations’ debris mitigation efforts. The SSR will provide a score representing a 

mission’s sustainability as it relates to debris mitigation and alignment with 

international guidelines. Organizations will provide mission data through a 

questionnaire, which will be evaluated in combination with other external data through 

a mathematical model that establishes a rating for the mission. By voluntarily taking 

part in the rating, spacecraft operators, launch service providers and satellite 

manufacturers will share a single point of reference externally describing their 

mission’s level of sustainability. Making their aggregate score publicly available, these 

actors will increase transparency and place emphasis on their debris mitigation 

approach, without disclosing any mission-sensitive or proprietary information. The 

rating may also act as a differentiator and trigger positive outcomes (e.g. impacting 

insurance cost or funding conditions), incentivizing other stakeholders to improve their 

behaviour. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. What has led to a surge in Satellite launch in these days? 

 

a) Reduced operational costs, satellite and launcher size evolutions and the rapid 

increase of related technology. 

b) Space launch market competition is the manifestation of market forces in the 

launch service provider business. 

c) The current trends in launch traffic are focusing on describing the 

characteristics of small satellites. 

d) Due to the excess supply compared to demand, it led to a surge in Satellite 

launch. 

e) None of these. 

 

2. What are the benefits of the rapid growth in satellite launching? 

a) The new smaller type satellites are able to do close observation giving the 

credible information. 

b) Its revolution in the area of overall allied sectors related to transportation. 

c) It augments its role in areas like telecommunications, remote sensing, space 

science and national security. 

d) These technologies are alike in the rapid and widespread manner in which they 

are transforming or promise to transform economic sectors. 

e) None of these. 

 

Q3. What is the threat mentioned in the passage author talks about in the orbit? 

a) Hundreds of thousands of man-made objects are zipping around our planet—

from dead satellites to errant nuts and bolts making it a huge Junk. 

b) The increase in the number of debris can led to a further change in the 

atmosphere in the space. 

c) The increase in debris can have an increased chance of collision in the orbit. 

d) Both (b) & (c) 

e) None of these. 

 

Q4. According to the passage what is the need of Space Sustainability Rating? 

a) Identifying areas of concern and providing an innovative way for the long-term 

sustainability of outer space activities through its debris reduction efforts. 

b) Assessing how patterns of water and energy may be affected by climate 

change. 
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c) Minimizing the impact of the risk events—occurrences that have a negative 

impact on the project. 

d) It helps to invent new things better from the “Space Junk” in the space. 

e) None of these. 

 

Q5.Which of the following sentence is incorrect as given in the passage? 

a. Space debris will become a critical challenge in the future. 

b. There are 2,000 active satellites in orbit. 

c. The SSR provides a score representing a mission’s sustainability as it 

relates to debris mitigation and alignment with international guidelines. 

d. As the challenge of orbital debris or “space junk” is set to grow, current and 

future missions is free from those risks by the introduction of new ‘space 

risk reduction’ tool. 

e. None of these. 

 

Answers 

1. a 

2. c 

3. b 

4. d 

5. e 
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READ THE GIVEN PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTION: 

 1. Questions 1-7.  

In the sixteenth century, an age of great marine and terrestrial exploration, Ferdinand Magellan led 

the first expedition to sail around the world. As a young Portuguese noble, he served the king of 

Portugal, but he became involved in the quagmire of political intrigue at court and lost the king's 

favor. After he was dismissed from service to the king of Portugal, he offered to serve the future 

Emperor Charles V of Spain.  

A papal decree of 1493 had assigned all land in the New World west of 50 degrees W longitude to 

Spain and all the land east of that line to Portugal. Magellan offered to prove that the East Indies 

fell under Spanish authority. On September 20, 1519, Magellan set sail from Spain with five ships. 

More than a year later, one of these ships was exploring the topography of South America in search 

of a water route across the continent. This ship sank, but the remaining four ships searched along 

the southern peninsula of South America. Finally they found the passage they sought near a latitude 

of 50 degrees S. Magellan named this passage the Strait of All Saints, but today we know it as the 

Strait of Magellan.  

One ship deserted while in this passage and returned to Spain, so fewer sailors were privileged to 

gaze at that first panorama of the Pacific Ocean. Those who remained crossed the meridian we now 

call the International Date Line in the early spring of 1521 after ninety-eight days on the Pacific 

Ocean. During those long days at sea, many of Magellan's men died of starvation and disease.  

Later Magellan became involved in an insular conflict in the Philippines and was killed in a tribal 

battle. Only one ship and seventeen sailors under the command of the Basque navigator Elcano 

survived to complete the westward journey to Spain and thus prove once and for all that the world 

is round, with no precipice at the edge.  

1. The sixteenth century was an age of great ___exploration.  

a) cosmic  

b) land  

c) mental  

d) common man  

e) none of the above  

2. Magellan lost the favour of the king of Portugal when he became involved in a political ___.  

a) entanglement  

b) discussion  

c) negotiation  

d) problems  

e) none of the above  

3. The Pope divided New World lands between Spain and Portugal according to their location 

on one side or the other of an imaginary geographical line 50 degrees west of Greenwich that 

extends in a ___ direction.  

a) north and south  

b) crosswise  

c) easterly  

d) south east  
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e) north and west  

4. One of Magellan's ships explored the ___ of South America for a passage across the 

continent.  

a) coastline  

b) mountain range  

c) physical features  

d) islands  

e) none of the above  

5. Four of the ships sought a passage along a southern ___.  

a) coast  

b) inland  

c) body of land with water on three sides  

d) border  

e) answer not available  

6. The passage was found near 50 degrees S of ___.  

a) Greenwich  

b) The equator  

c) Spain  

d) Portugal  

e) Madrid  

7. In the spring of 1521, the ships crossed the ___ now called the International Date Line.  

a) imaginary circle passing through the poles  

b) Imaginary line parallel to the equator  

c) area  

d) land mass  

e) answer not found in article 

For Questions 8-14 :  

Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in history. Together with her husband, 

Pierre, she discovered radium, an element widely used for treating cancer, and studied uranium and 

other radioactive substances. Pierre and Marie's amicable collaboration later helped to unlock the 

secrets of the atom.  

Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw, Poland, where her father was a professor of physics. At the 

early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe personality. Her great exuberance for learning 

prompted her to continue with her studies after high school. She became disgruntled, however, 

when she learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to women. Determined to receive a 

higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the Sorbonne, a French university, 

where she earned her master's degree and doctorate in physics.  

Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the greatest scientists of her day, 

one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre were married in 1895 and spent many productive 

years working together in the physics laboratory. A short time after they discovered radium, Pierre 

was killed by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned by this horrible misfortune and 

endured heart-breaking anguish. Despondently she recalled their close relationship and the joy that 
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they had shared in scientific research. The fact that she had two young daughters to raise by herself 

greatly increased her distress.  

Curie's feeling of desolation finally began to fade when she was asked to succeed her husband as a 

physics professor at the Sorbonne. She was the first woman to be given a professorship at the world-

famous university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in chemistry for isolating radium. 

Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness from her long exposure to radium, she 

never became disillusioned about her work. Regardless of the consequences, she had dedicated 

herself to science and to revealing the mysteries of the physical world.  

8. The Curies' ____ collaboration helped to unlock the secrets of the atom.  

a) friendly  

b) competitive  

c) courteous  

d) industrious  

e) chemistry  

9. Marie had a bright mind and a __personality.  

a) strong  

b) light-hearted  

c) humorous  

d) strange  

e) envious  

10. When she learned that she could not attend the university in Warsaw, she felt___.  

a) hopeless  

b) annoyed  

c) depressed  

d) worried  

e) none of the above  

11. Marie ___ by leaving Poland and traveling to France to enter the Sorbonne.  

a) challenged authority  

b) showed intelligence  

c) behaved  

d) was distressed 

e) answer not available in article  

12. _____she remembered their joy together.  

a) Dejectedly  

b) Worried  

c) Tearfully  

d) Happily  

e) Sorrowfully  

13. Her ____ began to fade when she returned to the Sorbonne to succeed her husband.  

a) misfortune  

b) anger  
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c) wretchedness  

d) disappointment  

e) ambition  

14. Even though she became fatally ill from working with radium, Marie Curie was never 

____.  

a) troubled  

b) worried  

c) disappointed  

d) sorrowful  

e) disturbed  

15. Questions 15-19.  

Mount Vesuvius, a volcano located between the ancient Italian cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum, 

has received much attention because of its frequent and destructive eruptions. The most famous of 

these eruptions occurred in A. D. 79.  

The volcano had been inactive for centuries. There was little warning of the coming eruption, 

although one account unearthed by archaeologists says that a hard rain and a strong wind had 

disturbed the celestial calm during the preceding night. Early the next morning, the volcano poured 

a huge river of molten rock down upon Herculaneum, completely burying the city and filling in the 

harbor with coagulated lava.  

Meanwhile, on the other side of the mountain, cinders, stone and ash rained down on Pompeii. 

Sparks from the burning ash ignited the combustible rooftops quickly. Large portions of the city 

were destroyed in the conflagration. Fire, however, was not the only cause of destruction. 

Poisonous sulphuric gases saturated the air. These heavy gases were not buoyant in the atmosphere 

and therefore sank toward the earth and suffocated people.  

Over the years, excavations of Pompeii and Herculaneum have revealed a great deal about the 

behaviour of the volcano. By analysing data, much as a zoologist dissects a specimen animal, 

scientist have concluded that the eruption changed large portions of the area's geography. For 

instance, it turned the Sarno River from its course and raised the level of the beach along the Bay 

of Naples. Meteorologists studying these events have also concluded that Vesuvius caused a huge 

tidal wave that affected the world's climate. In addition to making these investigations, 

archaeologists have been able to study the skeletons of victims by using distilled water to wash 

away the volcanic ash. By strengthening the brittle bones with acrylic paint, scientists have been 

able to examine the skeletons and draw conclusions about the diet and habits of the residents. 

Finally, the excavations at both Pompeii and Herculaneum have yielded many examples of classical 

art, such as jewellery made of bronze, which is an alloy of copper and tin.  

The eruption of Mount Vesuvius and its tragic consequences have provided us with a wealth of 

data about the effects that volcanoes can have on the surrounding area. Today volcanologists can 

locate and predict eruptions, saving lives and preventing the destruction of cities and cultures.  

15. Herculaneum and its harbour were buried under ___lava.  

a) liquid  

b) solid  

c) flowing  

d) gas  
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e) answer not available  

16. The poisonous gases were not ___ in the air.  

a) able to float  

b) visible  

c) able to evaporate  

d) invisible  

e) able to condense  

17. Scientists analyzed data about Vesuvius in the same way that a zoologist ___ a specimen.  

a) describes in detail  

b) studies by cutting apart  

c) photographs  

d) chart  

e) answer not available  

18. ____have concluded that the volcanic eruption caused a tidal wave.  

a) Scientist who studies the oceans  

b) Scientist who studies atmospheric conditions  

c) Scientist who studies ash  

d) Scientist who studies animal behaviour  

e) Answer not available in article.  

19. Scientist have used ___water to wash away volcanic ash from the skeletons of victims.  

b) bottled  

c) volcanic  

d) purified  

e) sea  

f) fountain  

20. Questions 20-24.  

Conflict had existed between Spain and England since the 1570s. England wanted a share of the 

wealth that Spain had been taking from the lands it had claimed in the Americas.  

Elizabeth I, Queen of England, encouraged her staunch admiral of the navy, Sir Francis Drake, to 

raid Spanish ships and towns. Though these raids were on a small scale, Drake achieved dramatic 

success, adding gold and silver to England's treasury and diminishing Spain's omnipotence.  

Religious differences also caused conflict between the two countries. Whereas Spain was Roman 

Catholic, most of England had become Protestant. King Philip II of Spain wanted to claim the 

throne and make England a Catholic country again. To satisfy his ambition and also to retaliate 

against England's theft of his gold and silver, King Philip began to build his fleet of warships, the 

Armada, in January 1586.  

Philip intended his fleet to be indestructible. In addition to building new warships, he marshaled 

one hundred and thirty sailing vessels of all types and recruited more than nineteen thousand robust 

soldiers and eight thousand sailors. Although some of his ships lacked guns and others lacked 

ammunition, Philip was convinced that his Armada could withstand any battle with England.  
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The martial Armada set sail from Lisbon, Portugal, on May 9,1588, but bad weather forced it back 

to port. The voyage resumed on July 22 after the weather became more stable.  

The Spanish fleet met the smaller, faster, and more maneuverable English ships in battle off the 

coast of Plymouth, England, first on July 31 and again on August 2. The two battles left Spain 

vulnerable, having lost several ships and with its ammunition depleted. On August 7, while the 

Armada lay at anchor on the French side of the Strait of Dover, England sent eight burning ships 

into the midst of the Spanish fleet to set it on fire. Blocked on one side, the Spanish ships could  

only drift away, their crews in panic and disorder. Before the Armada could regroup, the English 

attacked again on August 8.  

Although the Spaniards made a valiant effort to fight back, the fleet suffered extensive damage. 

During the eight hours of battle, the Armada drifted perilously close to the rocky coastline. At the 

moment when it seemed that the Spanish ships would be driven onto the English shore, the wind 

shifted, and the Armada drifted out into the North Sea. The Spaniards recognized the superiority 

of the English fleet and returned home, defeated.  

20. Sir Francis Drake added wealth to the treasury and diminished Spain's ____.  

a) unlimited power  

b) unrestricted growth  

c) territory  

d) treaties  

e) answer not available in article . 

21. Philip recruited many ___soldiers and sailors.  

a) warlike  

b) strong  

c) accomplished  

d) timid  

e) non experienced  

22. The ____ Armada set sail on May 9, 1588.  

a) complete  

b) warlike  

c) independent  

d) isolated  

e) answer not available  

23. The two battles left the Spanish fleet ____.  

a) open to change  

b) triumphant  

c) open to attack  

d) defeated  

e) discouraged  

24. The Armada was ___ on one side.  

a) closed off  

b) damaged  

c) alone  
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d) circled  

e) answer not available in this article  

25. Questions 25-29.  

The victory of the small Greek democracy of Athens over the mighty Persian empire in 490 B. C. 

is one of the most famous events in history. Darius, king of the Persian empire, was furious because 

Athens had interceded for the other Greek city-states in revolt against Persian domination. In anger 

the king sent an enormous army to defeat Athens. He thought it would take drastic steps to pacify 

the rebellious part of the empire. Persia was ruled by one man.  

In Athens, however, all citizens helped to rule. Ennobled by this participation, Athenians were 

prepared to die for their city-state. Perhaps this was the secret of the remarkable victory at 

Marathon, which freed them from Persian rule. On their way to Marathon, the Persians tried to fool 

some Greek city-states by claiming to have come in peace. The frightened citizens of Delos refused 

to believe this. Not wanting to abet the conquest of Greece, they fled from their city and did not 

return until the Persians had left. They were wise, for the Persians next conquered the city of Etria 

and captured its people.  

Tiny Athens stood alone against Persia. The Athenian people went to their sanctuaries. There they 

prayed for deliverance. They asked their gods to expedite their victory. The Athenians refurbished 

their weapons and moved to the plain of Marathon, where their little band would meet the Persians. 

At the last moment, soldiers from Plataea reinforced the Athenian troops.  

The Athenian army attacked, and Greek citizens fought bravely. The power of the mighty Persians 

was offset by the love that the Athenians had for their city. Athenians defeated the Persians in 

archery and hand combat. Greek soldiers seized Persian ships and burned them, and the Persians 

fled in terror. Herodotus, a famous historian, reports that 6400 Persians died, compared with only 

192 Athenians.  

25. Athens had ____the other Greek city-states against the Persians.  

a) refused help to  

b) intervened on behalf of  

c) wanted to fight  

d) given orders for all to fight  

e) defeated  

26. Darius took drastic steps to ___ the rebellious Athenians.  

a) weaken  

b) destroy  

c) calm  

d) placate  

e) answer not available  

27. Their participation ___________ to the Athenians.  

a) gave comfort  

b) gave honor  

c) gave strength  

d) gave fear  

e) gave hope  
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28. The people of Delos did not want to ___ the conquest of Greece.  

a) end  

b) encourage  

c) think about  

d) daydream about  

e) answer not available  

29. The Athenians were ___by some soldiers who arrived from Plataea.  

a) welcomed  

b) strengthened  

c) held  

d) captured  

e) answer not available 

ANSWERS: 

1. b  

2. a  

3. a  

4. c  

5. c  

6. b  

7. a  

8. a  

9. b  

10. b  

11. a  

12. a  

13. c  

14. c  

15. b  

16. a  

17. b  

18. b  

19. c  

20. a  

21. b  

22. b  

23. c  

24. a  

25. b  

26. c  

27. b  

28. b  

29. b 
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Questions from a newspaper article 

•Newspaper article: 

Will run for presidency in 2024 too, says Biden 

WASHINGTON, MARCH 26, 2021 00:55 IST 

 U.S. U.S. President addresses first press conference after assuming office 

At his first press conference since assuming office on January 20, U.S. President Joe Biden said he 

expected to run again for the presidency in 2024. 

“The answer is yes. My plan is to run for re-election. That’s my expectation,” Mr. Biden said when 

asked why he had not already announced a second run. He said Mr. Trump needed to announce his re-

election early on in his [Mr. Trump’s] term. 

“ My predecessor … oh god I miss him,” Mr. Biden said sarcastically. 

When asked again later in the press conference to confirm whether he will run, said he expects to run 

but caveated his response. “Look, I don’t know where you guys come from man … I’m a great respecter 

of faith. I’ve never been able to plan three and a half years for certain,” a somewhat exasperated 

President said. 

Mr. Biden also said he expects Vice-President Kamala Harris to be his running mate again. “I would 

fully expect that to be the case, she’s doing a great job, she’s a great partner,” he said. 

When asked if he believed he would be running against former President Donald Trump, Mr. Biden 

said, “Oh, come on. I don’t even think about … I have no idea. I have no idea if there’ll be a Republican 

party. Do you?” he said. 

During the press conference, Mr. Biden remarked on and responded to questions regarding migrants at 

the U.S.-Mexico border, the COVID-19 pandemic, the filibuster, voting rights laws, and troop 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, and China. 

'Troops withdrawal by May 1 difficult' 

Mr. Biden said it was going to be difficult to get U.S. troops out of Afghanistan by May 1 — a deadline 

set by Mr. Trump following talks with the Taliban. 

“The answer is that it’s going to be hard to meet the May 1 deadline in terms of tactical reasons,” Mr. 

Biden said. He however added that he did not expect to have troops there next year. “I can’t picture that 

being the case,” Mr. Biden said, adding that his administration was consulting allies and that whether it 

would be in a “safe and orderly” manner if the U.S. leaves. There are between 2,500 and 3,500 U.S. 

troops in the country as per differing estimates. 

Open to diplomacy with North Korea 

On the news that North Korea had tested two short range ballistic missiles off its eastern coast — the 

first such test in nearly a year— Mr. Biden warned of a response but left the door open to diplomacy. 

“We are consulting with our allies and partners, and there will be responses if they choose to escalate. 

We will respond accordingly,” he said. “I’m also prepared for some form of diplomacy, but it has to be 

conditioned upon the end result of denuclearization,” he added. 

'Quad got China’a Attention' 
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On China, Mr. Biden talked about how he knew Chinese President Xi Jinping from the time they were 

both Vice-Presidents of their respective countries. He recounted a two-hour conversation he had as 

President with Mr. Xi and said he told him that he [Mr. Biden] was not looking for confrontation but 

that he knew there would be “steep, steep competition” and that he would insist that China play by the 

rules. Mr. Biden also talked about shoring up alliances, including with European allies, with whom he 

was scheduled to speak with later in the day. 

He said he had been clear that it was not “anti-Chinese.” 

“And earlier this month…and apparently it got the Chinese attention…that’s not why I did it...I met 

with our allies…and how we’re going to hold China accountable in the region,” he said. “Australia, 

India, Japan, the United States…the so-called Quad. Because we have to have democracies working 

together,” he said. 

Adding that he would be inviting an alliance of democracies to come to the U.S. to “discuss the future.” 

Mr Biden had said he would organise a “summit of democracies” in his campaign manifesto. 

“We’re going hold China accountable to follow the rules,” Mr. Biden said. “Whether it relates to the 

South China or North China Sea or the agreement made on Taiwan or a whole range of other things,” 

he said. 

Mr Biden said that he and Mr Xi understood each other well. 

“As long as you and your country continue to so blatantly violate human rights, we’re going to continue 

in an unrelenting way call to the attention of the world and make it clear what’s happening, and he [ Mr 

Xi] understood that [sic],” he said, citing China’s actions against its Uighur minority and its 

encroachment on democratic process in Hong Kong. 

He said the moment an American president walks away from these issues, as Mr. Trump did, is the 

moment America beings to lose legitimacy in the world. He said China had an overall goal to become 

the “leading”, “wealthiest” and “most powerful” country in the world, and while he did not criticize 

that goal, Mr Biden said it would not happen on his watch. 

Mr Biden said the world was in the middle of a fourth industrial revolution and that there was a battle 

between democracies and autocracies in the 21 Century. 

“We’ve got to prove democracy works,” he said. 

Question: 

1. Who is the US president? 

2. When did he assume office? 

3. What was Mr. Biden sarcastically reply on re-election of trump? 

4. Why didn’t Mr. Biden announce his second run? 

5. When asked again later in the press conference to confirm whether he will run what was his 

reply? 

6. Mr. Biden is great respecter of? 

7. Mr. Biden accepts whom to be his running mate again? 

8. How did he praise the vice-president kamala Harris? 

9. When asked if he believed he would be running against former President Donald Trump? 

10. What all questioned did Mr. Biden responded to? 

11. Troop will be withdrawal from? 

12. What is the deadline to bring US troops out from Afghanistan?  

13. 13.The deadline was set by whom? 
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