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LEGAL NEWS

On Feb 12, High Court to take up plea 

against Covid-19 bed reservation  

09-01-2021 

 

On Friday, the Delhi High Court said that 

it would hear the plea by Association of 

Healthcare Providers challenging the 

decision of the Delhi Government to reserve 

80% Covid ICU beds in 33 private hospitals 

on February 12 after the petitioners raised 

questions on the gradual manner of de-

escalation of Covid ICU beds. 

Justice Navin Chawla said that no further 

adjournments would be given on the next 

date and posted the matter for Tuesday. 

The Delhi Government counsel advocate 

Urvi Mohan sought an adjournment from the 

court due to the absence of the Additional 

Solicitor General. However, this was 

opposed by senior advocate Maninder 

Singh, for the petitioners, who said that they 

should not be left at the mercy of the 

government which has reserved the beds 

even after the positivity rate had plunged to 

0.5%. 

Senior advocate Singh said that when the 

government had to reserve the beds, it did it 

in one go but the de-escalation is being done 

gradually. He also opposed the Delhi 

government’s move to reserve 40% Covid 

ICU beds in 33 private hospitals and said 

that he has also advised his client to file a 

suit of recovery against the government. 

“It is very convenient for the Government to 

take adjournments in the matter when there 

is no stay on the order. We are under article 

226 and we are not getting any adjudication 

here,” Singh, along with advocate Sanyam 

Khetarpal, submitted.  

The Delhi government also informed the 

court that it has reduced the reservation of 

Covid-19 intensive care units (ICU) beds 

from 80% to 40% in 33 private hospitals, 

while considering the low occupancy of 

such beds by Covid patients in the city. 
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The government gave an order of January 6 

passed by the medical superintendent of 

nursing homes, RN Das, under the approval 

of home minister Satyendra Jain to the court, 

stating that it has accepted the 

recommendations of a review meeting held 

on January 5 by a committee of the Delhi 

Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) to 

reduce the number of beds further to 40%. 

The order has said that the data with respect 

to pattern of Covid ICU bed occupancy on 

Jan 5 in 33 private hospitals was analysed by 

the committee and it was recommended that 

the de-escalation should take place up to 

40%.  

It, however, added that the status of Max 

Smart Super Speciality Hospital, Saket as a 

fully COVID dedicated hospital shall 

continue. 

On December 27, the Delhi government had 

reduced the ICU beds occupancy from 80% 

to 60%. However, it had also said that they 

would not consider any further de-escalation 

in the wake of the new strain of the Sars-

Cov-2 virus detected in the United 

Kingdom, as well as with Christmas and 

New Year’s celebrations in mind. The 

government said it will review the situation 

in January. 

The court had, on December 24, said it 

would be “inhumane” to have 80% ICU 

beds in almost three dozen private hospitals 

of the city reserved only for Covid-19 

patients, especially when the positivity rate 

and cases in the city was falling. 

Uttarakhand Bar Council expresses 

support for Suspended Judge who used 

Car of Accused 

 

      

The Uttarakhand Bar Council has come 

out in support of suspended Dehradun 

District Judge Prashant Joshi who was 

pulled up by the High Court of Uttarakhand 

earlier for allegedly using a luxury car 

owned by a man against whom an FIR has 
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been registered for forgery, cheating & 

criminal conspiracy. 

Speaking to the news agency, council’s 

chairman Surendra Pundir said the council 

would meet newly-appointed Chief Justice 

RS Chauhan to revoke Joshi’s suspension 

when he arrives in Nainital. Explaining their 

decision to support Joshi, Pundir said, 

“Generally, before any adverse action is 

taken, a show-cause notice is issued. 

However, in this case, Prashant Joshi was 

not even heard, which goes against the law.” 

Pundir added that Prashant Joshi is an 

“honourable & incorruptible judge” & 

alleged that a conspiracy was being hatched 

against the judge.” Pundir said that “We will 

ask the Chief Justice for his time to discuss 

the issue & five of our members, including 

myself & the vice-chairman, will meet the 

Justice Chauhan very soon".  

As reported by the news agency earlier, 

Judge Joshi used the car of an accused man 

for travelling to Mussoorie to attend the 

two-day camp Court. 

According to the office memo published by 

the High Court registrar general Hira Singh 

Bonal, the vehicle was owned by Kewal 

Krishan Soin against whom an FIR has been 

registered at Doon’s Rajpur police station. 

The memo said that fitting his official board 

in the car of an accused might be intended to 

protect the owner & occupants of the car 

from “nefarious activities”.  The memo 

further said the conduct of Joshi touches 

upon his integrity & “amounts to grave 

misconduct”. It added that such conduct is 

“unbecoming of a judicial officer". Joshi 

was then attached with the district judgeship 

in Rudraprayag & has been prevented from 

leaving the station without prior permission 

of the HC. 

Contempt petition moved in High Court 

against BMC for not laying sewage lines 

04-01-2021 

 

A contempt petition has been moved by an 

NGO in the Bombay high court (HC) 
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against the Brihan mumbai Municipal 

Corporation (BMC) for failing to comply 

with a July 2019 order, directing the civic 

authority to submit quarterly reports to the 

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board 

(MPCB) regarding extension work of 

existing sewerage lines. 

The order was passed in the hearing of a 

public interest litigation (PIL) filed by 

Citizen Circle for Social Welfare and 

Education, highlighting the fact that the 

sewage treatment plants were not 

functioning to their full capacity due to 

paucity of sewage lines, as a result of which 

untreated effluents were being released into 

the sea. The petition is expected to come up 

for hearing in due course. 

The contempt petition filed by the NGO 

through advocate Shehzad Naqvi states that 

in July 2019, it had filed a PIL which 

alleged that the BMC was not treating the 

sewage generated in the city, and the plants 

were not being utilised to their optimum 

capacity. The PIL had also pointed out that 

untreated sewage was being released into the 

sea as well as the Mithi river, thus causing 

damage to the marine ecology. 

After hearing the PIL, the HC had concluded 

that effluents were not being brought into 

the treatment plants, and hence directed 

BMC to ensure that proper sewage lines 

were laid to ensure that the sewage was 

directed to the plants. HC had also directed 

the BMC to furnish quarterly reports to the 

MPCB on the status of laying sewage lines 

that would take sewage to the treatment 

plants.  

According to the contempt petition, the 

NGO filed a right to information (RTI) 

application with MPCB seeking copies of 

the quarterly reports maintained by it from 

July 2019. The petition states that to their 

utter shock, surprise and dismay, the MPCB 

through its December 3, 2020 reply 

informed that no information was available 

on the same. 

In light of this, the contempt petition states 

that the BMC has deliberately and 

intentionally disobeyed the HC order and the 

same amounts to contempt of the court. 

While seeking compliance of the previous 

order, the petition also seeks directions to 

form policy to stop releasing sewage into the 

Mithi river, by laying a drainage system in 

the vicinity and imposing a penalty on the 

dwellers and industrial units in case they are 

found discharging the same in the river. The 

NGO sought from HC to appoint a panel of 
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experts to assist the court while deciding the 

issues raised in the petition. The petition is 

expected to come up for hearing in due 

course. 

Supreme Court seeks Centre, states’ 

response on laws against love jihad but 

refuses to stay them 

 06-01-2021 

 

 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday has 

sought the Centre & states’ response on a 

plea filed by seeking a direction to declare 

the ordinances, The Uttar Pradesh 

Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of 

Religion Ordinance, 2020 and the 

Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018, 

to be ultra-vires and direct authorities not to 

give effect to the ordinances passed by the 

concerned governments. 

The Apex Court refused to stay the 

operation of law and issued only notice in 

the matter.  

A bench headed by the Chief Justice of India 

S.A. Bobde, Justices A.S. Bopanna and V. 

Ramasubramanian has asked the petitioner 

why didn’t he approach the HC first. “This 

challenge is also pending before the 

Allahabad HC and Uttarakhand HC. Why 

don’t you go there?” the bench questioned. 

“We are not saying that you have a bad case 

but you should first approach the HC,” it 

said.  

The petitioner replied that the issue is 

pending before different HC’s and the Apex 

Court has jurisdiction to entertain the case. 

Moreover, the society was being affected by 

the act. The CJI asked if only Uttarakhand 

and Allahabad societies were being 

affected?  

The petitioner said the state of Madhya 

Pradesh has also passed a similar law. 

Senior Counsel C.U. Singh, appearing for 

another petitioner, also submitted that there 

are many states where the law has been 

passed. He urged the bench to issue notice 

on plea of stay. 

https://www.indialegallive.com/constitutional-law-news/supreme-court-news/
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“What is happening today is that people are 

being picked up and it has become an 

instrument of oppression,” observed the 

Court.  

The bench issued notice to the Centre and 

the State of Uttar Pradesh and State of 

Uttarakhand returnable in 4 weeks but made 

it clear that the Supreme Court should not be 

approached for such matters. 

The court was hearing the petition filed by 

advocates Vishal Thakre, Abhay Yadav and 

Pranvesh, a law researcher and “Citizens for 

Justice and Peace”, seeking a direction to 

declare the ordinances, the Uttar Pradesh 

Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of 

Religion Ordinance, 2020 and the 

Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018 

to be Ultravires and direct authorities not to 

give effect to the ordinances passed by the 

concerned governments. 

The petitioners have submitted that the 

ordinance passed by the State Governments 

of Uttar Pradesh and Uttrakhand is against 

the provisions Special Marriage Act, 1954 

and it will create fear in the society who are 

not part of love jihad as they can be falsely 

implicated in the ordinance.  

It has further been submitted, 

“This ordinance can become a potent tool in 

the hands of bad elements of the society to 

use this ordinance to falsely implicate 

anyone in this ordinance and there are 

probabilities of falsely implicate persons 

who are not involved in any such acts and it 

will be a grave injustice if this ordinance is 

passed.” 

Delhi HC asks AAP Govt. to file response 

over implementation of Health Bill 2019 

07 Jan 2021  

 

On Wednesday, the Delhi High Court 

asked the AAP-led government to file its 

response over a plea seeking direction to 

ensure the immediate implementation of 

the Health Bill 2019 of the Government of 

Delhi or the Clinical Establishment Act 

2010. 

https://www.indialegallive.com/constitutional-law-news/supreme-court-news/
https://www.latestlaws.com/bare-acts/state-acts-rules/clinical-establishment-act/
https://www.latestlaws.com/bare-acts/state-acts-rules/clinical-establishment-act/
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The plea states that illegal pathological labs 

are unrestrainedly thriving in the absence of 

any regulation across the national capital, 

which poses a threat to the safety of 

common citizens. 

The division Bench of Justice DN Patel and 

Justice Jyoti Singh on Wednesday adjourned 

the hearing till January 29 on account of the 

death of the father of the Delhi government's 

counsel. 

However, the Court asked the Government 

to file its reply to the petition. The 

application was filed by activist Bejon 

Kumar Misra through advocates Shashak 

Deo Sudhi, Bijender P Kumar and Dinesh 

Dakoria. 

The plea claims that illegal and unauthorized 

pathological laboratories are being operated 

without any kind of checks and balances 

endangering the lives and safety of the 

common people of Delhi.  

"The High Court, in its order dated 

November 30, 2018, had directed the 

respondents to take appropriate action in 

terms of directions and guidelines issued by 

the Supreme Court. However, the 

respondents had not taken any serious step 

towards containing those illegal and 

unauthorized pathological laboratories and 

diagnostic centers and the vulnerable 

citizens are still falling prey to the fake and 

false reports leading to serious health 

repercussions including death in many 

cases," the plea stated. 

It also mentioned a report about pathological 

laboratories and diagnostic centers where a 

practicing doctor with his associate was 

running a racket of giving fake Covid-19 

testing reports and had been subsequently 

arrested by the police. 

"The accused doctor had forged the Covid-

19 testing report of more than 75 patients. 

Similar news reports about illegal 

pathological laboratories and diagnostic 

centers are surfacing daily in various 

newspapers showing the plight of the 

vulnerable citizens being subjected to 

manipulation by the fake syndicate of ghost 

pathologists distributing fake diagnostic 

reports across the national capital territory of 

Delhi," the plea added.  

The applicant also alleged that the Delhi 

government has not made any efforts 

towards the regulation of illegal pathological 

laboratories and diagnostic centers that are 
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being run illegally and which do not meet 

the norms and are without qualified 

pathologists. 

After Hunger Strike by 250 Bar 

Association members, HC readies itself 

for part resumption of Physical Hearings 

05-01-2021 

 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court, it 

seems, is working out the modalities and 

creating infrastructure for part resumption of 

physical hearings in courtrooms. 

It is believed that four or five Courtrooms 

are being modified for the purpose. The 

modifications include setting up of a 

partition between Bar members and the 

Bench and provision of microphones. 

Physical hearings were to be permitted on an 

experimental basis in a few courtrooms upon 

reopening of the High Court after the winter 

break, but were postponed in view of the 

new strain. 

Protesting against the non-resumption of 

physical hearings, nearly 250 Bar 

Association members observed a hunger 

strike as the HC reopened after the break. 

The members gathered in the main hall with 

placards seeking resumption of physical 

hearings. The association was of the view 

that the pandemic had subsided to a great 

extent and every sector of the economy had 

been opened. However, physical hearings of 

the court were under suspension since 

March 21, causing great hardship to the 

citizens, lawyers, stenographers and clerks. 

It was also resulting in denial of justice.  

More than 100 members of the High Court 

Clerks Bar Association and all staff 

members of the Punjab and Haryana High 

Court Bar Association, too, observed a 

hunger strike to support the demand. 

The High Court went into restricted 

functioning mode in March-end following 

the Covid outbreak. The cases are currently 
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being heard in the High Court through 

videoconferencing.' 

To take call by mid-January  

• It is believed that four or five 

courtrooms are being modified for the 

purpose. The modifications include 

setting up of a partition between Bar 

members and the Bench and provision 

of microphones. 

• The High Court is in touch with the 

health authorities and will take the call 

again by mid-January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC NEWS 

PM Narendra Modi says Atmanirbhar 

Bharat not about flooding world with 

Indian products 

5-1-2021 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that 

the goal to achieve a self-reliant India hinges 

on both quantity as well as quality. The aim 

is not to merely flood global markets with 

Indian products but to win people’s hearts, 

PM Modi added. “We want Indian products 

to have high global demand and acceptance” 

he further said while speaking at the event of 

National Metrology Conclave 2021. The 

Prime Minister urged to ensure that Made in 

India products not only meet global demand 

but also get global acceptance by 

strengthening the pillars of quality and 

credibility. The PM underlined that Bhartiya 
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Nirdeshak Dravya would help the industry 

to make quality products in sectors like 

heavy metals, pesticides, pharma, and 

textiles by drafting a ‘Certified Reference 

Material System’.  He stated that now the 

industry is moving towards a Consumer-

Oriented Approach, instead of a Regulation-

Centric Approach, and with the new 

standards, there is a campaign to bring 

global identity to local products in districts 

across the country, particularly benefitting 

the MSMEs sector.In recent months, PM 

Modi and other Indian leaders have been 

continuously urging foreign investors to 

invest in India. States such as Uttar Pradesh, 

in a detailed plan, have also put in front a 

roadmap on how the foreign companies can 

do business with ease. In an effort to further 

extend the efforts, PM today said that 

complying with the International standards 

will help the large foreign manufacturing 

companies coming to India to find a local 

supply chain. He added with the new 

standards, the quality of both export and 

import would be ensured while providing 

quality goods to the general consumer of 

India, and reduce the problems faced by the 

exporter. Meanwhile, the PM  concluded 

that over the decades, India was dependent 

on foreign standards for quality and 

measurement but now India’s pace, 

progress, rise, image, and strength will be 

decided by India’s own standards. He said 

that the credibility of the country in the 

world will be dependent on the reliability of 

its metrology as it is like a mirror showing 

India’s standing in the world. 

 

India-US trade ties hit by tariff policies 

under Trump administration: US 

Congress report 

4-1-2021 

 

Under the Trump administration, 

US-India tensions have increased over each 

side’s tariff policies, a Congressional report 

has said, noting that the two sides have also 

held concerted negotiations to address these 

trade frictions.The bipartisan Congressional 

Research Service (CRS), in its latest report, 

pointed out that India’s recent tariff hikes 

on cell phones and other telecommunication 

goods went up from zero per cent to 15-20 
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per cent in the last few years. “Under the 

Trump administration, bilateral tensions 

increased over each side’s tariff policies. In 

general, India has relatively high average 

tariff rates, especially in agriculture. It can 

raise its applied rates to bound rates without 

violating its commitments under the WTO 

(World Trade Organization), causing 

uncertainty for US exporters,” said the CRS 

report, which is prepared for the members 

of Congress ahead of trade decisions. 

The United States and several other 

countries have requested to join various 

WTO dispute consultations against India, 

related to its technology tariffs, also 

questioning its compliance with the WTO 

Information Technology Agreement (ITA). 

India opposes the 25 per cent steel and 10 

per cent aluminium national security-based 

‘Section 232’ tariffs that the Trump 

Administration imposed in 2018. India 

repeatedly delayed applying planned 

retaliatory tariffs against the United States in 

hopes of resolving the issues bilaterally,” it 

said.After India lost its eligibility for the US 

Trade Preference Program, India imposed 

higher tariffs of 10 per cent to 25 per cent, 

affecting about USD 1.32 billion of US 

exports, such as nuts, apples, chemicals, and 

steel, the report stated, adding that the two 

sides are challenging each other’s tariffs in 

the WTO. Under the Trump administration, 

the United States and India held concerted 

negotiations to address trade frictions. A 

potential trade deal could include partial 

restoration by the United States of India’s 

GSP (Generalised System of Preference) 

benefits in exchange for certain market 

access commitments according to press 

accounts,” CRS said. Yet, the long expected 

limited trade deal has not materialised to 

date, the report said. 

Negotiations under prior administrations on 

a Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) are 

stalled due to differences on approaches on 

investor protection.On the government-to-

government trade policy, the CRS listed a 

set of key issues. Main among them was 

what aspects of bilateral trade relations 

would change or remain the same under a 

President-elect Joe Biden-led administration. 

President Donald Trump, a Republican, is 

set to be succeeded by Biden, a Democrat on 

January 20 after he won the November 3 

presidential election. 

Other key issues were, what trade issues 

should the United States and India prioritise 

in future talks, the potential for broader trade 

agreement negotiations, will India and the 

United States renegotiate entry into the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) and Comprehensive and 
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Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (CPTPP), or potentially seek 

other ways to engage on regional issues, and 

are there opportunities for the United States 

and India to bridge differences on 

multilateral trade issues.Noting that India 

and the US have signed defence contracts 

worth more than USD 20 billion since 2008, 

up from USD 500 million in all previous 

years combined, the CRS said the future big 

deals are the purchase of an Integrated Air 

Defence Weapon System, valued at nearly 

USD2 billion, and 30 MQ-9B Sky Guardian 

drones worth more than USD 3 

billion.“India is eager for more technology-

sharing and co-production initiatives, while 

the United States urges more reforms in 

India’s defence offsets policy and higher 

Foreign Direct Investment caps in its 

defence sector. India’s multibillion-dollar 

deal to purchase the Russian-made S-400 air 

defence system may trigger US sanctions on 

India under the Countering America’s 

Adversaries through Sanctions Act, the CRS 

said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LG Manoj Sinha announces new 

industrial development scheme worth Rs 

28,400 cr for Jammu and Kashmir 

7-1-2021 

The Jammu and Kashmir administration on 

Thursday announced a new industrial 

developmental scheme (IDS) with a total 

outlay of Rs 28,400 crore to encourage new 

investment and to take industrial 

development to the block level.“In a major 

decision of far-reaching consequence, 

Government of India has approved a new 

Industrial Developmental Scheme for Jammu 

and Kashmir,” Lieutenant Governor Manoj 

Sinha announced at a press conference 

here.“The scheme will go a long way in 

ushering an era of socio-economic 

development of the region and for catering to 

the aspirations of people,” he said. Sinha said 

that this scheme is from the period of date of 

notification up to the year 2037 with a total 
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outlay of Rs 28,400 crore. He said that it is 

for the first time any industrial incentive 

scheme is taking development to the block 

level and added that it will promote far-flung 

areas of Jammu and Kashmir. The scheme 

will encourage new investment, substantial 

expansion and also nurture the existing 

industries in the Union territory. It will also 

provide employment to 4.5 lakh people 

besides leading to equitable, balanced and 

sustainable socio-economic development of 

the region,” the LG said. He said that 

manufacturing and service sector units in the 

union territory will benefit and noted that the 

scheme visualises a larger role of Jammu and 

Kashmir in the Indian economy. “The 

scheme will optimise utilisation of the local 

strengths of Jammu and Kashmir,” he added. 

While giving details of the scheme, Sinha 

said it will give a major push to the 

economy of the region and provide huge 

opportunities of employment to the people 

of Jammu and Kashmir. 

“The main purpose of the scheme is to 

generate employment beyond government 

jobs in both manufacturing and service 

sectors,” he added.Sinha said that the 

scheme is being implemented with the 

vision that industry and service-led 

development of Jammu and Kashmir needs 

to be given a fresh thrust with emphasis on 

job creation, skill development and 

sustainable development by attracting new 

investment and nurturing the existing ones“ 

The scheme will provide a major support to 

local industry besides creation of new 

business opportunities,” he added. The 

scheme has four more incentives, the LG 

added. 

Sinha said that capital investment incentive 

will be made available at the rate of 30 per 

cent in Zone A (urban) and 50 per cent in 

Zone B (rural) on investment made in plant 

and machinery (in manufacturing) or 

construction of building and other durable 

physical assets (in service sector).“Units 

with an investment up to Rs 50 crore will be 

eligible to avail this incentive. Maximum 

limit of incentive is Rs 5 crore and Rs 7.5 

crore in Zone A and Zone B respectively,” 

he added. 

Similarly capital interest subvention is at the 

annual rate of 6 per cent for maximum seven 

years on loan amount up to Rs 500 crore for 

investment in plant and machinery (in 

manufacturing) or construction of building 

and all other durable physical assets( in 

service sector), he added. 

Besides this, GST linked incentive is a 

financial incentive based on gross GST and 

this will incentivise output up to 300 per 

cent of the eligible value of actual 
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investment made in plant and machinery (in 

manufacturing) or construction in building 

and all other durable physical assets (in 

service sector) for 10 years, he 

said.However, the amount of incentive in a 

financial year will not exceed one-tenth of 

the total eligible amount of incentive, he 

added.The LG further said that the working 

capital interest incentive is for all existing 

units at the annual rate of five for maximum 

five years and maximum limit of incentive is 

Rs 1 crore. 

Giving details about key features, he said 

that the scheme has been made attractive for 

both smaller and larger units. 

 

GDP estimates point at sustained V-shape 

economic recovery: Finance Ministry  

8-1-2021 

 

The finance ministry said the GDP 

estimates suggest a continued resurgence in 

economic activity in second half of the 

current fiscal and point at post-lockdown 

sustained V-shaped recovery.The ministry 

was commenting on the first advanced 

estimates (AE) of the national income 

released by the National Statistical Office 

on Thursday, which projected 7.7 per cent 

contraction in GDP for the current fiscal 

year. “The AE of 2020-21 reflect continued 

resurgence in economic activity in Q3 and 

Q4 — which would enable the Indian 

economy to end the year with a contraction 

of 7.7 per cent,” it said in a statement. 

The continuous quarter-on-quarter growth 

endorses the strength of economic 

fundamentals of the country to sustain a 

post-lockdown V-shaped recovery, it added. 

It further said the movement of various high 

frequency indicators in recent months, 

points towards broad based nature of 

resurgence of economic activity. 

The relatively more manageable pandemic 

situation in the country as compared to 

advanced nations has further added 

momentum to the economic recovery,” the 

ministry added. 
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On the demand side, it said real GDP in 

2020-21 has been supported by an estimated 

increase in Government Consumption 

Expenditure by 5.8 per cent. 

On the supply side, agriculture is estimated 

to register a growth of 3.4 per cent against 4 

per cent as per the provisional estimate of 

2019-20. 

 

In the manufacturing sector, electricity 

sector is estimated to register a growth of 

2.7 per cent, the data showed. 

 

The pandemic and associated public health 

measures have adversely affected the 

contact-sensitive services sector where 

trade, hotels, transport and communication 

are estimated to contract by 21.4 per cent in 

2020-21. 

 

The ministry further said as two vaccines get 

emergency use approval in India, the 

government is undertaking preparations of a 

mass mega vaccination drive.However, 

while the impending vaccination is drawing 

closer, continued observation of “covid-

appropriate” behaviour, caution and 

surveillance is crucial. 

 

 

 

India ushering in rapid structural 

economy  reforms to become USD 5 trn

by 2025: Goyal 

9-1-2021 

 

India is strengthening the entire ecosystem 

to achieve Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

dream of becoming a USD 5 trillion 

economy by 2025 through rapid structural 

reforms, Union Minister PiyushGoyal said 

on Saturday. Addressing the 

PravasiBharatiyaDiwas conference, the 

Commerce and Industry Minister said: “We 

are working simultaneously to bring about a 

quantum leap in our quality, in our 

productivity, in our efficiency, so that 

Indian Industry can truly expand our export 

basket, making it bigger, better and 

broader”.The minister observed that new 

markets were being explored aggressively 

to enhance the reach of Indian products 
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globally. “The Indian diaspora living 

abroad have more familiarity with 

consumer markets. You have unique 

insights into consumer behaviour and can 

guide Indian Industry to develop 

customised products for foreign markets,” 

Goyal said. The minister said the 

disruptions due to COVID-19 have made 

everyone realise that one needs to dare to 

do great things. 

“Otherwise we may lose our ability to be a 

global leader. This is the philosophy behind 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat. It is not about closing 

doors but to open the doors wider to build 

India’s capability and capacity and our 

resilience with speed, skill and scale,” 

Goyal said. He highlighted that through 

rapid structural reforms, India is 

strengthening the entire ecosystem to 

achieve the Prime Minister’s dream of a 

USD 5 trillion economy by 2025. “Our 

holistic approach consists of improving the 

ease of starting a business, ease of doing a 

business, and ease of growing our 

businesses,” Goyal added. The minister 

pointed out that India is growing rapidly 

and offers a plethora of opportunities for 

Indians both in India and across the world. 

“Our wish is that our brothers and sisters 

from across the world become the first to 

avail these opportunities.” 

“Let us fulfil our duty to our motherland 

with determination and devotion and 

develop India into a leader, a participant in 

resilient global supply chains into a 

dominant player in international supply 

trade,” the minister said. 

 

PM Narendra Modi to interact with 

leading economists on Friday   

6-1-2021 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 

interact with leading economists and 

sectorial experts on Friday to deliberate on 

measures that may be included in the 

upcoming budget for promoting growth, 

amid uncertainty on multiple fronts caused 

by COVID-19.The meeting, being organised 

by the government think tank NitiAayog 

will be held virtually and will also be 

attended by NitiAayog Vice Chairman Rajiv 

Kumar and NitiAayog CEO Amitabh Kant. 
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“The Prime Minister will meet economists 

on Friday to seek their inputs for the next 

budget,” said a government official on 

condition of anonymity. 

The meeting assumes significance as 

according to the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI), India’s economy is projected to 

contract 7.5 per cent in the current fiscal 

ending March 31, 2021, while the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 

World Bank estimates the contraction at 

10.3 per cent and 9.6 per cent, respectively. 

India’s economy recovered faster than 

expected in the September quarter as a pick-

up in manufacturing helped GDP clock a 

lower contraction of 7.5 per cent and held 

out hopes for further improvement on better 

consumer demand. India’s economic growth 

stood at an estimated 4.2 per cent in 2019-

20.The upcoming Union Budget is likely to 

be presented on February 1, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICAL NEWS 

 NO CHOICE TO GOVERNMENT 

SAYS PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA 

08-01-2021 

On a day farmers are holding the eighth 

round of talks with the government, 

the Congress on Friday said there is no 

solution except repealing the three farmlaws. 

 

The Congress also stepped up the offensive 

against the government by launching an 

online campaign in support of the farmers' 

agitation, with party leader Rahul 

Gandhi accusing the government of 

betraying the farmers for benefitting their 

'corporate friends'. 
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Congress general secretary Priyanka 

Gandhi Vadra also met the party's MPs and 

MLAs from Punjab who are sitting in 

protest at Jantar Mantar demanding repeal of 

the farm laws."The only solution is to repeal 

the three farm laws. There is no other 

solution," she told the protesting legislators 

during her meeting with them. 

Rahul Gandhi took to Twitter to seek the 

support of party leaders in favour of 

farmers.The Modi government has betrayed 

the 'Annadata' of the country for the benefit 

of their capitalist friends. The farmers have 

spoken through their agitation. It is the duty 

of all of us to raise the voice of the 

'annadata' and support their demands," he 

said in a tweet in Hindi. 

 

"Peaceful agitation is an integral part of 

democracy. The farmers' movement is 

getting the support from all over the country. 

You too should raise your voice in support 

of them and strengthen the voice of farmers 

so that the anti-agricultural laws are 

repealed," he said in another tweet. 

 

Farmers have been protesting at the borders 

of Delhi for the past over 40 days in support 

of their demands, which mainly includes the 

repeal of the three farm laws.They are also 

engaged in talks with the government to find 

a solution to their demands and held the 

eighth round of talks at Vigyan Bhawan on 

Friday afternoon. 

 

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar, 

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal and Minister 

of State Som Prakash are among those 

holding discussions with leaders of various 

farmer unions at Vigyan Bhawan. 

SHIV SENA THROUGH ITS MOUTH 

PIECE SAMANA PRAISES RAHUL 

GANDHI 

07-01-2021 

Calling Rahul Gandhi a warrior for 

standing up against the Modi government, 

the Shiv Sena on Thursday said "rulers in 

Delhi" are afraid of the Congress leader. 

 

An editorial in Sena mouthpiece Saamana 

also said it was a good thing that Rahul 

Gandhi is becoming the Congress president. 
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"The rulers in Delhi fear Rahul Gandhi. Had 

it not been so, campaigns to discredit the 

Gandhi family would not have been carried 

out," the editorial said. 

"A dictator is afraid even if one man is 

against him, and if this lone warrior is 

honest, the fear increases by a hundred 

times. The Delhi rulers' fear of Rahul 

Gandhi is in this category," editorial said. 

It is a good thing that Rahul Gandhi is 

becoming the Congress president again, the 

Sena mouthpiece said. "One must accept 

that BJP has no alternative to Narendra 

Modi and Congress has no alternative to 

Rahul Gandhi, the Sena said. 

Despite propagating that Rahul Gandhi is a 

weak leader, he is still standing and 

attacking the government at every 

opportunity he gets," it said. The Opposition 

will, at some point, rise from the ashes like 

the Phoenix," it added. 

Shiv Sena's praise for Rahul Gandhi comes a 

fortnight after Sena MP Sanjay Raut called 

for expanding the scope of the Congress-led 

UPA bloc, saying the Opposition should 

unite against the "dictatorial attitude" of the 

Centre and provide a "formidable 

alternative" to the Modi government. 

 

BENGAL  POLLS - MUMBLING 

AFFAIR OF NTCPARTY 

06-01-2021 

MUKUL ROY 

In 2015, when politician Mukul Roy was 

playing the role of a ‘fence sitter’ because of 

his differences with Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee, miles away from Kolkata, a 

nondescript house at ward number 6 at 

Thanapara in Cooch Behar’s Dinhata 

suddenly gained a lot of attention. 

A brief inquiry revealed that the house 

belongs to one Manojit Saha Chowdhury 

and is registered as the office of a new 

political party -- Nationalist Trinamool 

Congress (NTC) -- with the Election 

Commission of India. They got the symbol 

of ‘Red Apple’. 
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Though many in the political fraternity 

claimed that Mukul Roy was the man behind 

the party, he never endorsed it 

officially.Roy’s relationship with Banerjee 

turned sour in 2014 after his name came out 

in the Saradha ponzi scam. Then, despite 

sticking around in TMC, Roy lost his 

prominence in the party. 

In 2015, Nationalist Trinamool Congress 

Party was formed and Amitava Majumdar 

was made the president of the party. 

However, the NTC felt cheated after Roy 

managed to bridge differences with Banerjee 

as according to Majumdar, who died 

recently, the NTC was the brainchild of 

Roy. 

He had said, “Roy formed this party to 

confront Mamata politically in Bengal after 

he was removed from the post of Trinamool 

Congress general secretary. Since he is now 

back to TMC, we felt betrayed. Our 

leadership and our party supporters felt 

cheated.”In the meantime, Roy's relationship 

with TMC once again turned sour and he 

formally joined the BJP in 2017. 

It is believed that more than 100 NTC 

members too silently shifted to BJP, leaving 

Majumdar, another vice-president Farid 

Khan and a few others alone. 

When contacted, Farid Khan, former vice-

president of the party, said: “I left the party 

in 2018. I don’t have any relation with the 

party anymore. I don’t want to be in politics. 

Presently, there is hardly anyone in the party 

who could steer it forward. Maybe some 

people are still associated with it, but I don’t 

have any idea.” 

On the other hand, Roy continues to deny 

his association with the party, which has a 

website that doesn’t have enough details 

about its members and organizational setup. 

Since its formation, the Nationalist 

Trinamool Congress continues to remain a 

hush-hush affair in Bengal’s politics.  

 

EPS IS CM CANDIDATE FOR 

ASSEMBLY ELECTION -2021 

09-01-2021 

The ruling AIADMK in Tamil Nadu on 

Saturday endorsed Chief Minister K 

Palaniswami as its CM candidate for this 

year's high-stakes Assembly polls, where the 

party will take on archrival DMK in a tough 

electoral battle. 

AIADMK's top decision-making body 

General Council also authorised O 

Panneerselvam and Palaniswami--the top 
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leaders-- to devise the party's strategy for the 

polls and endorsed the appointment of a 

steering committee, which is likely to play a 

key role in important matters. 

Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu are likely 

to be held in April-May. The party's general 

council, besides the Executive, met at a 

marriage hall here under the leadership of 

AIADMK Coordinator Panneerselvam and 

joint coordinator Palaniswami. Palaniswami 

is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu while 

Panneerselvam is his deputy. 

In one of the 16 resolutions adopted at the 

meeting, the party members authorised the 

two leaders to devise AIADMK's electoral 

strategy, even as it eyes a hat trick of 

victories, after securing back to back wins in 

2011 and 2016 under the late J Jayalalithaa. 

"This general council authorises O 

Panneerselvam and Edapadi K Palaniswami 

to devise winning strategies to ensure a 

grand win in the 2021 polls, create an 

AIADMK-led victory alliance and decide 

seat-sharing with alliance parties," the 

members resolved. 

The party has earned the public's praise for 

"good governance," it added. The AIADMK 

had earlier led the National Democratic 

Alliance (NDA), its constituents being the 

BJP, DMDK and PMK among others, in the 

state for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls and its 

two top leaders have already confirmed the 

party's alliance with the BJP. 

The general council also endorsed 

Panneerselvam's October 2020 

announcement that Palaniswami will be the 

AIADMK's chief ministerial candidate for 

the polls. 

The members said they "unanimously accept 

the announcement and will work hard to 

ensure victory" and bring Palaniswami back 

to the post after the elections. 

The setting up of such a committee was 

Panneerselvam's long pending demand then. 

Targeting DMK President M K Stalin, the 

party alleged that he was unable to bear the 

growing public support for its government, 

as well as Palaniswami's administrative 

acumen and was therefore indulging in 

"uncultured" criticism of the CM. It 

condemned Stalin and his DMK supporters 

for "personal attacks." 

In an apparent reference to its arch rival, the 

party, in another resolution, said it would 

strive hard to "put an end to the dynasty 

politics of one family" and ensure that a 

"true democratic government" under 

AIADMK was installed post-polls. 
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It also lauded the government on different 

matters such as the 7.5 per cent quota in 

medical education for government school 

students who clear the National Entrance 

cum Eligibility Test (NEET) and attracting 

investments to the state. 

Further, it opposed the Sri Lankan 

government's move to scrap the provincial 

councils, saying it would impact the Tamils 

there and urged Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi to intervene in the matter. 

In his address, Panneerselvam said the party 

was above individuals and urged for a united 

fight to secure a "grand, unprecedented 

victory" in the coming elections. 

He urged party workers to go to the people 

with DMK's "scams and betrayals" such as 

ceding of Katchatheevu islet in the 1970s 

and not taking steps for notifying the final 

award of the Cauvery disputes tribunal in a 

gazette. 

He said there was no factionalism in the 

party and that no leader, including himself 

or Palaniswami, have said "be loyal to me", 

but only insisted for unity among the ranks. 

"Ours is the only democratic organisation 

where workers can become even chief 

minister and deputy CM, which is not the 

case with others....setting aside differences, 

work with the sole aim of party's victory (in 

the polls)," he said. 

WEST BENGAL POLLS: ASADUDDIN 

Vs MAMATA 

05-01-2021 

MAMATA BANNERJEE (TMC)         

ASADUDDIN OWAISI (AIMIM)  

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 

(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin Owaisi 

announced on January 3 that his party will 

contest the upcoming West Bengal 

Assembly polls with influential Muslim 

cleric Pirzada Abbas Siddiqui. 

The development, first political move by the 

Hyderabad MP in poll-bound West Bengal, 

could spell trouble for Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress 

(TMC) as it has the potential to split the 



 

24 | P a g e  
 

Muslim votes and thereby benefit the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 

political analysts said. 

Siddiqui, who represents the revered Muslim 

pilgrimage site Furfura Sharif in Hooghly, 

had earlier announced to launch his own 

political party to take on the TMC, the party 

that he has been supporting for last ten 

years. 

Clerics from Furfura Sharif have influence 

in four South Bengal districts of Hooghly, 

Howrah, North and South 24 Parganas, 

according to political analysts. The BJP has 

been trying to strengthen its presence in 

these areas. 

After winning five of the 20 seats it 

contested in Bihar elections last year, 

Owaisi's party was accused of helping the 

BJP-led alliance win the polls, a charge that 

has dogged the AIMIM for long. Even in 

West Bengal, where elections to the 294-

member assembly are due in a few months, 

TMC leaders, including MP Sougata Roy, 

have called the AIMIM a "B-team of the 

BJP" that would eat into anti-saffron camp 

votes, a charge refuted by Owaisi. 

 

Owaisi is well aware that Muslims here are 

mostly Bengali-speaking, and won't support 

him. He is trying to forge ties with Abbas 

Siddiqui, but that won't yield any result. 

Muslims in Bengal stand firmly by Mamata 

Banerjee," Roy has said. The experts, 

however, think otherwise. 

“Owaisi was not a factor in Bengal until last 

week. However, his meeting with Abbas 

Siddiqui of Furfura Sharif and the 

announcement that they will come together 

is an interesting development. Together they 

can impact voting patterns in some of the 

constituencies in Southern districts of 

Bengal, in particular, says the experts.  

The clerics from Furfura Sharif had been 

close to the CPI(M) until 2006 when the 

Sachar Committee report revealed the poor 

situation of Muslims in West Bengal. In 

2011, they switched their support to the 

TMC. 

Of late, Owaisi is seen as a leader of 

Muslims, though he says he is not. His poll 

plank is playing up what many call a 

growing resentment against the ‘secular’ 

parties - the Congress, RJD, SP, TMC, and 

the NCP - that he says have enjoyed the 

Muslim community's backing over the years 

but failed to uplift the community. 

He largely targets Muslim voters. In Bihar, 

for example, the five seats that the AIMIM 

won from the Muslim-dominated region of 

the statehave a Muslim population ranging 
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between 50-70 percent of the electorate. In 

West Bengal, his first political move has 

already left analysts guessing. 

Owaisi and Siddiqui may play a 

complementary role for each other, experts 

said. While the TMC calls Owaisi an 

outsider, Siddiqui will be a Bengali face by 

his side. AIMIM leaders speak Urdu, an 

impediment in connecting with Bengali 

speaking Muslims who constitute 90 percent 

of the community’s population. 

Experts  said it would be too early to predict 

the actual impact since many other 

influential Muslim clerics such as 

Siddiqullah Chowdhury, state president of 

the Jamiat Ulema Hind, were still with the 

TMC. 

Other influential clerics too may urge to 

vote for secular forces in this election. The 

election is still months away, and there have 

been reports of Abbas Siddiqui also in 

negotiations with the TMC. So saying 

anything definitive at this moment would 

not be right said the expert.  

 

 

 

TMC ATTACKS BJP’s 

VIJAYAVARGIYA OVER 

MISOGYNISTIC TWEET 

04-01-2021 

Women leaders of the Trinamool 

Congress have slammed BJP national 

general secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya, 

accusing him of posting a misogynistic 

tweet against West Bengal Chief Minister 

and party supremo Mamata Banerjee. 

Vijayvargiya, shared a photo of Banerjee, in 

which she is seen cooking in a tribal village, 

on Twitter and, in an accompanying 

statement, said in Hindi, ”Didi has already 

started doing the work she will have to do 

after 5 months.” Banerjee’s photo was taken 

at Ballavpur village where she had stopped 

for some time while returning to Kolkata 

from Birbhum district last week. 
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The assembly election in the state is due in 

April-May this year. Reacting sharply to 

Vijayvargiya’s post, TMC MP Kakoli 

Ghosh Dastidar claimed that the country is 

filled with misogynists from the BJP who 

think the place of a woman is in the kitchen. 

If you are a woman and you have aspirations 

to join active politics, remember – our 

country is plagued with MISOGYNISTS 

from BJP like these who plan to send 

women back to the kitchen,” Ghosh Dastidar 

tweeted. ”Can’t imagine the lack of respect 

that women in Kailash Vijayvargiya family 

must be facing,” the doctor turned politician 

said. 

West Bengal minister Shashi Panja said, 

”BJP shows their true colours again! This is 

what they think of the only sitting female 

CM in India. No wonder our women are not 

safe under their rule! Before your misogyny 

strikes again, remind yourselves of the 

Chaiwala who’s now your boss!” Actor 

turned party MP Nusrat Jahan said ”Shri 

Kailash Vijayvargiya’s comments are 

OUTRIGHT MISOGYNISTIC! BJP crossed 

the mark by insulting every single woman 

who cooks, provides for families and has 

aspirations. Mamata Banerjee is the only 

female CM in India at present and once 

again, BJP targets and abuses her. 

“Shameful.” BJP Mahila Morcha state 

president Agnimitra Paul, however, 

wondered how that tweet of Vijayvargiya 

could be misogynistic. ”Cooking cannot be a 

demeaning job. Our mothers and 

grandmothers cooked for days to sustain the 

family. Millions of women – working or 

housewives – cook with passion for their 

near ones every day. There are thousands of 

male chefs who are proud of their work. 

How can the tweet be demeaning or 

misogynistic?” she told PTI. 

Paul, also a fashion designer, claimed that at 

a meeting in the past, TMC MP Abhisek 

Banerjee had asked the crowd if they will 

wear sari and bangle if attacked. ”Isn’t that 

demeaning to Indian women? Wearing sari 

and bangle is the pride of Indian women. 

What would the TMC women MPs have to 

say about that?” Paul asked. 

 

 

 

 

 


