
 

1 
 

 

January 2021                                                                                           Volume 1 

 

ALL INDIA LEGAL FORUM 

 

CREDITS: - 

• Patron-in-Chief: Aayush Akar 

• Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman 

• Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna, Nandini Mangla 

• Manager- Deepti Chaudhary 

• Researchers: 

1. Praveen Parihar 

2. Tania MariaJoy 

3. Santhosh Murugan 

4. Yamini Mahawar 

5. Aini Borah 

6. Deepanshi Gupta 

7. Fazila Fahim 

8. Ishika Sharma 

9. Padma Priya 

10. Rishika Mahajan 

11. Sneha Bachhawat 

12. Uma Bharathi 

• Editor 

• Amima Afsheen Khan 

 



 

2 
 

IN THE ISSUE 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Seven killed in knife attack in China’s 

Liaoning province 

28/12/2020 

 

t least seven people have been 

killed by a knife-wielding attack in 

north-eastern China, media reports 

say. 

Another seven people were reportedly 

wounded in the mass stabbing, which took 

place in Kaiyuan, a small city in Liaoning 

province. 

Police have arrested a suspect, the state-run 

Xinhua news agency reports, although a 

motive remains unclear. 

Witnesses described seeing a man stabbing 

people seemingly at random. 

Violent crime is relatively rare in China, but 

the country has seen unrelated knife attacks 

in recent years. 

They have usually been carried out by 

people living with mental illness, or seeking 

revenge against officials or individuals 

known to them. 

The suspect in Kaiyuan began attacking 

people at random just after 08:00 local time, 

Hong Kong's South China Morning Post 

(SCMP) newspaper reports. 

Police said an officer was injured while 

confronting the suspect. No other details on 

casualties have been provided. 

An eyewitness told the SCMP that the 

attack started outside a school and most 

victims appeared to be middle-aged or 

elderly women. 

 "It's lucky that school is off today. 

Otherwise, there could have been more 

victims," said the eyewitness, a woman 

with the surname Liu.  

China COVID-19: Nearly 500,000 in 

Wuhan may have had virus, says study 

30/12/2020 

 

lmost 5% of the people in the 

Chinese city of Wuhan may have 

been infected with Covid-19, a 

study by researchers at the Chinese Centre 

of Disease Control and Prevention has 

shown. Wuhan’s population is estimated 11 

million, which suggests that almost 500,000 

people may have had the virus. If true, that 

is almost 10 times higher than Wuhan’s 

officially recorded number of 50,354 cases. 

Asymptomatic cases are not counted in 

China’s official case tally. The study, 

carried out early this year, took sample 

from 34,000 people in Wuhan, as well as 

the broader Hubei province, Beijing, 

Shanghai and four other provinces, said 

China’s CDC in statement on WeChat. 

Researchers found an antibody prevalence 

rate of 0.44% in the broader Hubei 

province. The study comes ahead of a visit 

by a team of international scientists to 
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Wuhan to investigate the origins of the 

virus. They will visit next month, following 

months of negotiations with Beijing, who 

had been reluctant to agree to an 

independent inquiry. China had earlier this 

year been accused of a lack of transparency 

over its virus figures, with critics casting 

doubt on the extent to which their numbers 

could be trusted. 

 
The CDC statement added that only two 

people tested positive for the antibody 

among the 12,000 people tested outside 

Hubei. The study was conducted one month 

after China “contained the first wave’ of the 

pandemic. It concluded that the number of 

people infected outside Wuhan was low, 

saying that these suggested measures taken 

in Wuhan had prevented the virus spreading 

on a larger scale. Earlier this year the virus 

was traced to so called “wet market” in 

Wuhan and it was suggested that this was 

where it made the leap from animals to 

humans. But experts now believe it may 

simply have been amplified there.  

US election: Legal bid to get Pence to 

overturn results rejected 

2/1/2021 

 

he latest in a series of attempts by 

allies of President Donald Trump to 

overturn the November US election 

result has failed. 

A Texas judge rejected the case, brought by 

Republican Louie Gohmert, seeking to stop 

Vice-President Mike Pence from certifying 

the final result. 

Lawyers for Mr. Pence had asked for the 

case to be thrown out on Thursday.  

President-elect Joe Biden is due to take 

office on 20 January. Mr. Trump is yet to 

concede defeat.  

 

Mr. Gohmert, a Republican congressman, 

told Newsmax TV that he plans to appeal 

the verdict. 

 

Mr. Trump's friends and colleagues in the 

Republican party have presented dozens of 

legal challenges to the November outcome 

which delivered a decisive win to Mr. 

Biden. 

 

His victory was announced after days of 

vote-counting that took longer than in 

recent years because of the huge number of 

postal ballots cast due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 

Mr. Trump has made numerous 

unsubstantiated claims that Mr. Biden's 

win, which saw the president-elect gain 306 

electoral college votes to his rival's 232, 

was fraudulent. 
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The electoral college is a system whereby 

each US state has an allocated number of 

points that is granted to the overall winner 

in each state. The candidate who gains the 

majority wins the presidency. 

 

Congressman Gohmert's case sought to 

allow Vice-President Mike Pence to reject 

some electoral college votes when they are 

ratified by Congress on 6 January. 

 

The vice-president presides over the vote 

certification in Congress in a ceremonial 

role that involves opening and tallying the 

envelopes containing electoral college 

votes before announcing the result. 

 

Mr. Gohmert's case aimed to expand that 

role to allow Mr. Pence to cast judgment on 

the validity of the votes and potentially 

replace votes for Mr. Biden with ones for 

Mr. Trump. 

 

But Judge Jeremy Kernodle, who was 

appointed to the Texas court in 2018 by Mr. 

Trump, rejected the case, saying it was 

based on speculative events. 

 

On Thursday a lawyer from the US Justice 

Department representing Mr. Pence urged 

Mr. Gohmert to drop the case, suggesting 

that it was not the vice-president's office 

that should be scrutinizing the outcome. 

Although most Republicans in Congress are 

expected to vote in favor of certifying the 

results, a small number including Senator 

Josh Hawley, say they plan to object. But 

their vote is not expected to change the 

outcome. 

 

Mr. Biden is due to be sworn in as president 

on 20 January at a scaled-back ceremony 

with just 1,000 tickets available due to 

Covid-19 precautions. 

 

4 Types of coronavirus variants 

circulating world: WHO 

 

he World Health Organization 

(WHO) has said in a report that at 

least four types of coronavirus 

variants are circulating the globe since the 

first case of the infection was reported in 

Wuhan, China way back in November 

2019. The WHO said since the start of the 

pandemic, the UN health agency has 

received several reports of unusual public 

health events that are possibly due to the 

variants of SARS-CoV-2.  

 

The WHO said a variant of SARS-CoV-2 

with a D614G substitution in the gene 

encoding the spike protein emerged in late 

January or early February 2020. Over a 

period of several months, the D614G 

mutation replaced the initial SARS-CoV-2 

strain that was identified in China. 

By June 2020, the WHO said, the mutation 

became a more dominant form of the 

coronavirus circulating globally. 

Studies have indicated that the second 

strain with the D614G substitution has 

increased infectivity and transmission 

compared to the initial virus strain. The 
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mutation, however, "does not cause more 

severe illness or alter the effectiveness of 

existing laboratory diagnostics, 

therapeutics, vaccines, or public health 

preventive measures". 

After the second variant was reported, 

another variant of the coronavirus was 

reported in August and September 2020 

which was linked to infection among 

farmed mink that subsequently transmitted 

to humans. The fresh coronavirus variant, 

referred to as the "Cluster 5", was identified 

in North Jutland, Denmark. 

"Due preliminary studies conducted in 

Denmark, there is concern that this variant 

has may result in reduced virus 

neutralization in humans, which could 

potentially decrease the extent and duration 

of immune protection following natural 

infection or vaccination," the WHO report 

said. 

In September 2020, the authorities 

identified only 12 human cases of the 

Cluster 5 variant. 

On December 14, 2020, the United 

Kingdom government reported a variant, 

referred to as SARS-CoV-2 VOC 

202012/01. Interestingly, the variant was 

not phylogenetically related to the SARS-

CoV-2 virus which has been circulating in 

the UK at the time the variant was detected. 

It remains unclear how and where SARS-

CoV-2 VOC 202012/01 has originated. 

Over time, more cases of coronavirus 

variant have been detected across the UK. 

By December 30, VOC-202012/01 variant 

has been reported in 31 other 

countries/territories/areas in five of the six 

WHO regions. 

On December 18, South Africa announced 

the detection of a new variant of SARS-

CoV-2 that is rapidly spreading in three 

provinces of the country. South Africa has 

named this variant 501Y.V2. 

"While SARS-CoV-2 VOC 202012/01 

from the UK also has the N501Y mutation, 

phylogenetic analysis has shown that 

501Y.V2 from South Africa are different 

virus variants. In the week beginning 16 

November, routine sequencing by South 

African health authorities found that this 

new SARS-CoV-2 variant has largely 

replaced other SARS-CoV-2 viruses 

circulating in the Eastern Cape, Western 

Cape, and KwaZulu-Natal provinces," the 

WHO report said. 

The variant which was reported in South 

Africa has been reported from four other 

countries to date. 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Quarantine meals: The 2020 food trend 

no-one predicted 

29/12/2020 
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t is now almost laughable, reading back 

the list of the foods we would all be 

excited by in 2020. Seacuterie, anyone? 

Monk fruit syrup reductions, or CBD-

infused macaroni? Indeed, the only trend 

that made it from this list of "foods to 

watch" compiled by our colleagues late last 

year is the alternative flours - but that is 

only because the supermarket shelves were 

stripped of the regular kind. However, I can 

guarantee none of them listed what I 

consider to be 2020's major food trend: the 

quarantine meal, eaten by those of us lucky 

enough to spend two weeks trapped in a 

hotel room. They were left outside our 

locked doors three times a day by a person 

we never saw. Across the world, people 

flew into quarantine facilities and were 

treated to mass catering which provided 

some truly weird and wonderful 

combinations - some of it good, some of it 

edible, and some of it best forgotten at 

speed. "It was a positive spin on airplane 

food," Henry Parham says of the regimen of 

blueberry muffins, eggs, and quiche which 

got left outside his room in Melbourne, 

Australia, after his return for the US earlier 

this year. 

Lukewarm school dinners were the analogy 

I would have chosen for my own experience 

of quarantine food here in Singapore. 

However, where we were agreed was that 

the food arriving at the door at least broke 

up the monotony of 15 days within the same 

walls. "For me, it was the three most 

exciting times of the day. I never knew what 

we were getting," Henry recalls. I also 

never knew quite what was going to turn up, 

and my haphazard selections ended up 

producing some interesting and unexpected 

combinations, including a quinoa wrap and 

mashed potatoes, slabs of cold egg and 

drowned beans and, on one particularly 

memorable occasion, a tentacle and noodle 

combo with a smell so strong it was 

immediately ejected from the room. 

There are other stories of horror which 

emerge while swapping stories with friends 

around the globe. A dal and noodle 

combination got one Sri Lankan 

particularly upset (why? she still cries, 

months on), while noodles received by a 

fellow Singaporean quarantine were 

described as "looking like worms". A 

colleague later analyzed a picture of said 

noodles and declared they were actually 

known locally as rat's tail noodles. 

However, with three different cuisines to 

choose from in Singapore for each meal, we 

at least couldn't complain about having to 

eat the same thing repeatedly. The same 

cannot be said for Josy Fouché Guibon, 

who spoke to the BBC while she was just 

over a week into quarantining in Bergen, 

Norway. "It's a lot of pasta," she says, 

exasperated. "Yesterday, we had pasta - 

again. I said no. I put it outside my door. 

"When I am given a bit of vegetable or salad 

it is like I am in heaven." But she isn't cross. 

"It's the government paying for the food," 

she points out. "Of course, I understand 

they are doing it at the lower cost." Indeed, 

getting food to the thousands in quarantine 

- arriving from all over the world, with 

different tastes and preferences - is not an 

easy job. But it is frustrating when you 

know there is such good food available just 

out of reach: Singapore, for example, is 

known for its amazing dishes - many of 

which I have since gulped down. Josy, who 

had travelled to Norway to see family from 

her home in Biarritz, France, admits she had 

been hoping for "a lot of salmon" - hopes 

which had, so far, been dashed. It's just, she 

summarizes, "so boring". But then it turns 

out it didn't need to be this way: meet Sam 

Low, the award-winning New Zealand 

barista who dedicated his time to 

transforming the everyday into something, 

well, spectacular." It’s kind of went weirdly 

crazy and viral," he says a few weeks after 

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
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Ardern shared his Instagram pictures of his 

transformed quarantine meals.  

Sam had arrived back from Australia 

forewarned, armed with scissors and 

cooking utensils after watching friends 

documenting their experiences. And so, he 

set about turning his meals into small works 

of art - a far better pastime than Henry 

discovered, which revolved around reading 

the packaging of all of his food. "I could 

never have imagined I would have become 

curious about the packaging," Henry 

marvels. "It did make me reflect on it - the 

fact there is a whole supply chain involved. 

And then I would inhale it in 10 seconds." 

Sam was not inhaling his food in 10 

second’s flats. His creations would take 

some time to put together, but they were 

quickly noticed. "I was getting some 

communication with the chefs - it was nice 

chatting with them on Instagram. But I was 

still getting food exactly the same as 

everyone else." There was, however, a 

secret: the food which looked so good on 

camera was often not the most interesting to 

actually eat. Dry and bland are two words 

which pop up as he speaks. "I think they did 

it on purpose to cater for every person," 

Sam says. 

Again, we could all have learned lessons 

from Sam. He did not just turn up with 

utensils. He also turned up with two secret 

ingredients: Kewpie Mayonnaise, and Lao 

Gan Ma chilli oil. "I brought two of the 

world's best-selling condiments with me," 

he says, proudly, before summing up why 

he thinks his pictures were so popular. "I 

think it was a positive message - you've got 

to make the best out of any circumstance 

and situation." Even so, I think we are all 

hoping quarantine meals will be one trend 

which remains in 2020. 

 

Farm Laws 2020 Protest: Govt. calls for 

talks on Dec 30, says pressure will not 

work on PM Modi    

29/12/2020 

 

ven as the Government invited 40 

protesting Farm Unions for another 

round of talks on December 30, 

Union Agriculture Minister Narendra 

Tomar seemed to draw a hard line on 

Monday. Stating that Prime Minister was 

dedicated to “improving the economic 

condition of farmers”, Tomar said “no 

power could exert pressure and influence 

(dabaav aur prabhaav)” on him.  

Addressing a separate event, Modi said the 

government would “keep marching on the 

path of strengthening Indian agriculture and 

farmers”. 

 

Speaking to a group of farmers who support 

the new farm laws, Tomar said: “At the 

time of the UPA government, Manmohan 

Singhji and Sharad Pawarji also wanted to 

enact these laws, but they could not 

withstand the pressure and influence. So, 

they could not legislate these laws. But we 

are fortunate that Narendra Modi ji is our 

Prime Minister today.” 

“Modi ji has no selfish interest. His single-

point programme is the development of the 

country and the welfare of the people. He is 
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fully dedicated to the single-point 

programme of making agriculture 

prosperous and improving the economic 

condition of the farmers,” he said. 

“Jab uddeshya prati samarpan ho, desh prati 

samarpan ho, toh koi bhi taakat apne 

dabaav aur prabhaav ka istemaal neta par 

nahin kar paatee (when there is dedication 

to the purpose, dedication to the country, 

then no power can exert pressure and 

influence on the leader),” said Tomar.  

Tomar’s comments are in line with Modi’s 

earlier statement that the government was 

ready to talk to the farm unions, but the 

talks would have to be based on “issues, 

logic and facts.” 

Flagging off the 100th Kisan Rail from 

Sangola in Maharashtra to Shalimar in 

West Bengal via video conference on 

Monday, Modi said the recent reforms 

would lead to the expansion of agri-

business. 

“We will keep marching on the path of 

strengthening Indian agriculture and 

farmers with full devotion, with full force,” 

Modi said. He said the Kisan Rail service 

was a major step towards boosting the 

income of farmers.  

Meanwhile, Union Agriculture Secretary 

Sanjay Agarwal sent a letter to 40 

representatives of farm unions, inviting 

them for the next round of talks on 

December 30. He said the government was 

committed to resolving the “relevant issues 

rationally” with a “clean intention and an 

open mind.” 

All the issues related to farmers, including 

the three farm laws, MSP-based 

procurement, the Commission for the Air 

Quality Management in National Capital 

Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance, 

2020, and the Electricity Amendment Bill 

2020 will be discussed in detail, Agarwal 

said in the letter. 

Speaking to The Indian Express, Jamhuri 

Kisan Sabha general secretary Kulwant 

Singh Sandhu said the farm union leaders 

would attend the meeting. “We will go for 

the meeting, but the sequence of discussion 

of items on the agenda will be the same as 

has been given in our December 26 letter,” 

Sandhu said. “We have sent an email to the 

government confirming our participation in 

the talks,” he said.  

The government’s letter comes two days 

after the protesting farm organizations 

announced their decision to resume talks 

with the government and proposed 

December 29 as the next meeting date. 

The last round of talks between the 

government and farm unions was held on 

December 8, when Home Minister Amit 

Shah had met with 13 representatives of 

farm unions. A day after this meeting, the 

Centre had sent a written proposal of 

concessions to the protesting unions, which 

they had rejected in an email sent on 

December 16. 

The talks between the government and farm 

unions have remained inconclusive as both 

sides have stuck to their positions. While 

the government has offered concessions, 

including changes in the relevant sections 

of the laws, the farmers are sticking to their 

demand for repeal of the three laws. 

Covid-19 vaccine dry run: Know why is 

this being done, who all will participate 

and where will the activity take place 

 

EW DELHI: With the objective to 

gear up for the roll-out of COVID-

19 vaccine across the country, the 

dry run will be conducted by all the States 

and UT governments from Saturday. 
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What is a dry run? 

A dry run is essentially a practice session 

where a sample number of beneficiaries 

will go through a mock immunization 

process. 

 

Who will participate in the dry run? 

Apart from the staff of the designated 

COVID-19 vaccination centers, the dry run 

will see the participation of a select group 

of health care workers as test vaccine 

beneficiaries. 

Each center will identify 25 test 

beneficiaries for the dry run. 

What is the objective of the dry run? 

According to Union Health Ministry, the 

objective of the dry run for COVID-19 

vaccine introduction is to "assess 

operational feasibility in the use of COVID 

Vaccine Intelligence Network (Co-WIN) 

application in a field environment, to test 

the linkages between planning and 

implementation and to identify the 

challenges and guide the way forward prior 

to actual implementation". 

What will it achieve? 

The aim of the dry run is to test linkages 

between planning and implementation and 

to identify the challenges. The dry run will 

also test Co-WIN application, developed 

specifically for Covid-19 vaccine drive, in 

a field environment. The activity is also 

expected to give confidence to programme 

managers at various levels, the Health 

Ministry said. 

Who all will participate? 

According to the Health Ministry, around 

96,000 vaccinators have been trained for 

this purpose. 2,360 participants have been 

trained in the National Training of Trainers 

and over 57,000 participants trained in 

District level training in 719 districts. States 

are augmenting the State helpline 104 

(which shall be used in addition to 1075) for 

any vaccine/software related query. 

Orientation and capacity building of the 

Call Centre executives has taken place in 

the States/UTs. States were also 

encouraged to use the FAQs issued by the 

Health Ministry proactively to address any 

such query. 

Where will dry run be conducted? 

The Saturday dry run will be conducted 

across all states and UTs. Each state/UT has 

been asked to conduct the dry run at 

minimum of three session sites in their 

capitals. Some states will also include 

districts that are situated in difficult 

terrain/have poor logistical support. 

Major dry run centers announced by state & 

UTs: 

Delhi: Venkateshwara Hospital in South 

West district; Daryaganj dispensary in 

Central district; and Guru Teg Bahadur 

Hospital in Shahdara 

Jharkhand: Ranchi, East Singhbhum, 

Chatra, Palamu and Pakur 

Uttar Pradesh: Sahara Hospital, RML 

Hospital, King George's Medical 

University and SGPGI as well one centre 

each in Mall block and Malihabad block in 

Lucknow 

Jammu and Kashmir: UT administration 

has identified 9 hospitals in 3 districts 

Jammu, Srinagar and Kulgam 

Gujarat: Dahod, Bhavnagar, Valsad and 

Anand districts 
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Kerala: Thiruvananthapuram, Idukki, 

Wayanad and Palakkad districts 

Punjab: The state is conducting dry run in 

Patiala. Three identified sites are: 

Government Medical College; Sadhbhavna 

Hospital; and the Community Health 

Centre in Shatrana. 

Haryana: Here the dry run will be held in 

three health care centers in Panchkula. 

Karnataka: The dry run will be conducted 

at Kamakshipalya Urban PHC (West 

Zone), Vidyapeetha Urban Primary Health 

Centre (South Zone), and Hargade PHC in 

Anekal that comes under the Bangalore 

Urban district. 

 

Costly Campaign: Kamal Haasan takes 

Rs.1.5 lakh helicopter ride to Tiruchy 

 

 

IRUCHY: Actor and Makkal 

Needhi Maiam founder Kamal 

Haasan on Sunday flew to Tiruchy 

from Madurai by a private chopper after his 

chartered flight from Chennai to the 

Rockfort city was diverted. 

The actor was scheduled to arrive in 

Tiruchy from Chennai on Sunday afternoon 

but his flight was diverted to Madurai due 

to runway re-carpeting work at the Tiruchy 

airport. From Madurai, he hopped on a 

private chopper to reach Tiruchy, a ride that 

would have cost at least Rs 1.5 lakh. 

Interestingly, chartered flights and chopper 

rides are rare in Tamil Nadu politics, with 

most leaders travelling by road or 

commercial flight. 

While the late DMK patriarch MK 

Karunanidhi opted to travel by train in his 

later years, late AIADMK supremo J 

Jayalalithaa used choppers to visit 

campaign sites only due to her health 

condition. 

Haasan's costly efforts to keep up to his 

campaign schedule brought great joy to the 

party cadres. Hundreds of party workers 

had been awaiting his arrival at the Tiruchy 

airport, with two troops of folk artists on 

standby to welcome him. 

However, they were crestfallen to hear his 

flight was diverted. Just a few minutes later 

they were informed, much to their relief, 

that their leader would take a chopper and 

arrive at the private helipad at Moris city, 

5km from the airport. The cadre, along with 

the folk artists, moved to the helipad to 

welcome him. 

Hundreds of people assembled at Moris city 

were delighted to see Kamal, accompanied 

by his younger daughter Akshara, step off 

the chopper and wave to the crowd. 

"When I heard Kamal Hasan arriving by 

helicopter, I immediately left to see him. I 

was very happy to see the charming Kamal 

sporting sunglasses. It was like a scene 

from a movie," said Palaninathan, an MNM 

supporter from Tiruchy. 

Airport sources said that a private ride from 

Madurai to Tiruchy would normally take 25 

mins and cost anywhere between Rs 1.5 

lakh and Rs 2 lakh. 

From the helipad, Kamal went to a luxury 

hotel, where he freshened up before 

departing for his campaign. In hope of 

catching a glimpse of the star, party cadres 

tried to push through the hotel's entrance in 

large numbers, rushing against the glass 
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door and shattering it to pieces in the 

process. None were injured. 

 

Pneumosil: Centre Launches First 

Indigenous Pneumococcal Vaccine 

Developed by Serum Institute 

 

ew Delhi: Union Health Minister 

Harsh Vardhan launched the 

country's first pneumococcal 

conjugate vaccine 'Pneumosil' developed 

by Serum Institute of India in collaboration 

with partners like the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation.  

Recognising the Serum Institute of India 

Private Limited (SIIPL) as the world's 

largest manufacturer of vaccines by number 

of doses and its contribution to India's 

economy, Vardhan remarked that its 

vaccines are used in 170 countries and 

every third child in the world is immunized 

with the manufacturer's shots, the health 

ministry said in a statement. 

 

The minister also said that SIIPL developed 

and got license of the first indigenous 

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 

from the government during COVID-19 

pandemic lockdown, in line with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi's vision of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat', it said. 

Serum Institute's first indigenous 

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine will be 

available in the market under brand name 

'Pneumosil' at an affordable price in single 

dose (vial and pre-filled syringe) and 

multidose (vial) presentations. 

'Pneumosil has been extensively evaluated 

in five randomized and controlled clinical 

trials, and has demonstrated comparable 

safety and immunogenicity against licensed 

pneumococcal vaccines across diverse 

populations of India and Africa, where 

Pneumosil was administered to adults, 

toddlers and infants using different 

vaccination schedules,' Vardhan was 

quoted as saying in the statement. 

During clinical trials, Pneumosil was found 

to be safe and effective in the prevention of 

pneumonia and based on which Pneumosil 

has been licensed by the Drugs Controller 

General of India in July 2020 after approval 

from subject expert committee (SEC), he 

said. 

Speaking on the Prime Minister's 

commitment of Atmanirbhar Bharat and his 

vision of 'Making in India for the World', 

Vardhan noted, Pneumosil is an example of 

India's capability in research and 

development and manufacturing high end 

sophisticated vaccines. 

'In fact, it is a matter of pride for our country 

for this historical milestone during COVID-

19 pandemic because till now we are fully 

dependent on Pneumococcal Conjugate 

Vaccine manufactured by foreign 

manufacturers which are available at very 

high prices,' he added. 

The health minister also underlined that 

pneumonia is the single largest infectious 

cause of death among children under five 

years of age worldwide, accounting for 

nearly 10 lakh deaths globally. 
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POLITICALNEWS 

POLITICAL COMMENTS IN PMC 

BANK SCAM CASE 

28-12-2020 

nforcement Directorate (ED) has 

recently issued a summon to Varsha 

Raut, wife of Shiv Sena MP Sanjay 

Raut, to appear before the agency on 

December 29 in connection with the PMC 

bank scam case being investigated by it. 

The summon has been issued for a 

transaction which is for a loan of Rs 55 lakh 

by Varsha Raut from one Madhuri Pravin 

Raut. 

 

ABOUT VARSHA RAUT 

Varsha Raut is a teacher by profession and 

works with a school in central-eastern 

suburbs of Bhandup in Mumbai. As per the 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs records, 

Varsha is a partner in three firms named 

Rauters Entertainment LLP, Sanaatan 

Motors Pvt Ltd and Siddhant Syscon Pvt 

Ltd. 

In the firm, Siddhant Syscon Pvt Ltd, 

Varsha Raut is a partner along with 

Madhuri Pravin Raut and others. Madhuri 

Pravin Raut is the same person with whom 

Varsha Raut took Rs 55 lakh loan which 

was used for the purchase of a property. 

This loan, as per sources, had no collateral 

or security. According to Sanjay Raut, 

Madhuri Raut, other than being a business 

partner, is also a friend of Varsha Raut and 

the loan was taken around a decade ago. 

ED probing the PMC Bank case could file 

a supplementary charge sheet in the case. 

Earlier, two summonses have been issued to 

Varsha Raut by ED to appear before the 

agency on December 11 and December 22. 

The agency has called Varsha Raut for 

questioning on December 29 regarding the 

Rs 55 lakh loan from Madhuri Pravin Raut. 

ABOUT MADHURI PRAVIN RAUT 

Madhuri Pravin Raut is the wife of Pravin 

Raut who is the director of a company 

named Guruashish Constructions. is a 

subsidiary company of HDIL (Housing 

Development Infrastructure Limited). 

Pravin Raut was the director in Guruashish 

Constructions along with promoters of 

HDIL Sarang and Rakesh Wadhawan. 

Sarang and Rakesh Wadhawan are prime 

accused in the Rs 6500 crore PMC Bank 

scam case which is being investigated by 

the ED.EOW of Mumbai police arrested 

Pravin Raut in February this year and his 

role in the diversion of PMC funds is being 

investigated along with the Patra Chawl 

land scam. 

Former BJP leader Eknath Khadse who 

recently joined the NCP is also likely to 

appear at Zone 2 of ED in connection with 

the Pune MIDC land case on December 30. 

“POLITICAL REVENGE” – 

CONGRESS LEADER  

Following this, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut 

attacked the Centre after the Enforcement 

Directorate (ED) summoned his wife 

Varsha Raut that BJP leaders had been in 

touch with him for over a year to affect this 

plan, adding that Central agencies were 

being used as "weapons" against family 
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members of (BJP's) political opponents 

who cannot be won over. 

The Congress and the NCP came out 

strongly against the central government 

over the issue of an ED notice to Sanjay 

Raut's wife Varsha Raut. Slamming the 

Centre, Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi leaders 

called it a blatant misuse of the central 

agencies by the government. 

"This is nothing but revenge politics and we 

condemn it strongly," said Congress leader 

Naseem Khan. The moment you raise 

questions on the BJP, they use ED as their 

weapon against you. That was never seen 

before in Maharashtra politics," Home 

Minister Anil Deshmukh said. 

Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Committee 

chairperson and senior cabinet minister 

Balasaheb Thorat too expressed similar 

opinion. "The only reason for doing such 

thing is to strike fear in our hearts. They 

want to spread terror among those who 

speak against the BJP. This is not 

democratic. In a democracy, everyone has 

the right to express their opinion," he said. 

 

HAZARE TO RESUME HUNGER 

STRIKE THIRD TIME 

29-12-2020 

ocial activist Anna Hazare on 

Monday said he will launch an 

agitation in New Delhi in January on 

issues concerning farmers if the Centre did 

not take a firm decision on his demands. In 

a press release issued in his native village 

Ralegan Siddhi in adjoining Ahmednagar 

district, the veteran anti-corruption crusader 

said he has decided to "resume" his protest 

in Delhi from next month and has informed 

the Centre about his agitation. 

The release did not provide the date of 

launch of the agitation. Hazare said he had 

been holding protests for cultivators since 

the last three years, but the government has 

done nothing to resolve the issues. 

For various demands related to farmers, I 

first sat on a hunger strike at Ramlila 

Maidan in Delhi on March 21, 2018 and 

again sat on a hunger strike on January 30, 

2019, in Ralegan Siddhi. said Hazare. 

I have once again decided to resume the 

protest that has been going on for the last 

three years, in Delhi in January and a letter 

to that effect has been sent to the Centre," 

said Hazare. "Take concrete decision or I 

am firm on my decision (to resume protest), 

" he said. 

On Sunday, Hazare had threatened to go on 

a hunger strike if his demands were not met 

by the Union government and said it would 

be his "last protest". Speaking to reporters 

in Ralegan Siddhi, Hazare slammed the 

central government. 

The government is just giving empty 

promises due to which I do not have any 

trust left (in the government) …Let's see, 

what action the Centre takes on my 

demands. "They have sought time for a 

month, so I have given them time till 

January-end. If my demands are not met, I 

will resume my hunger strike protest. This 

would be my last protest," the 83-year-old 

activist said. 
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On December 14, Hazare wrote a letter to 

Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 

Tomar warning of a hunger strike if his 

demands like the implementation of the MS 

Swaminathan Committee's 

recommendations and granting autonomy 

to the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices (CACP), were not accepted. 

Senior BJP leader and former Maharashtra 

Assembly Speaker Haribhau Bagade 

recently met Hazare to explain him the 

details of the three farm laws introduced by 

the Centre. 

Hazare observed a fast on December 8 in 

support of the Bharat Bandh called by 

farmer organisations demanding a repeal of 

the new agriculture laws. Farmers have 

been protesting at borders of Delhi for over 

a month against the Farmers 

(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement 

of Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 

2020, the Farmers Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 

Act, 2020, and the Essential Commodities 

(Amendment) Act, 2020. 

The three farm laws, enacted in September, 

have been projected by the government as 

major reforms in the agriculture sector that 

will remove middlemen and allow farmers 

to sell anywhere in the country. However, 

the protesting tillers have dubbed them 

"anti-farmer" and "pro-corporate". 

 

ACTOR CUM WANT TO BE 

POLITICIAN RAJNIKANTH TOOK 

STEP BACK FROM POLLS 

30-12-2020 

n December 31, 2017, actor and 

want to be politician Rajinikanth 

made a euphoric announcement to 

his fans that he would launch a political 

party to change the fate of Tamil Nadu. 

Rajinikanth said his political outfit would 

contest "all 234 assembly seats in the state". 

Though nothing concrete took place in the 

last three years to indicate that Rajinikanth 

was serious about launching his political 

outfit, he kept making statements to fuel 

speculation about his political plunge. 

In 2018, Rajinikanth announced that his 

political party would strive for "spiritual 

politics". Rajinikanth explained his 

spiritual politics as "honest and corruption-

free" politics. 

Rajinikanth reiterated his commitment to 

spiritual politics on December 10 this year 

when he confirmed that he would 

announce his political party in January 

2021 to contest Tamil Nadu Assembly 

election that is likely to be held in April-

May next year. 

But within three weeks, Rajinikanth made 

another about-turn on his political party 

launch with a three-page statement on 

Twitter that he posted on Tuesday. 

The statement reads: "With extreme 

sadness I say that I can't enter politics. I 

alone know the pain I went through while 

announcing this decision." 

The announcement came just two days 

after he was discharged from a 

Hyderabad hospital, where he had been 

admitted last week following fluctuations in 

blood pressure levels. 
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Rajinikanth's has not been seen linked to a 

Dravidian political ideology, which has 

become an identity of Tamil Nadu politics. 

Interestingly, its champions except in the 

DMK have not been born Tamils. MGR 

was a Malayali. Jayalalithaa was born in 

Karnataka. Vijayakanth is a Telugu-

speaking Naidu. And, Rajinikanth is a 

Marathi born in Karnataka. 

The likes of MGR and Jayalalithaa 

achieved success even Vijayakanth in 

limited measure in Tamil Nadu politics as 

they positioned themselves as champions of 

Dravidian politics. Rajinikanth has not 

done so. 

The DMK and the AIADMK have kept 

alternating in power for decades in Tamil 

Nadu. In 2001-2006 period, Jayalalithaa 

appeared to take a nationalist position over 

Dravidian and regional politics.  

Rajinikanth's political positioning did not 

help the parties for which he voiced 

support. For example, Rajinikanth opposed 

the PMK in 2004 Lok Sabha election. Still 

the party retained its five seats in the polls. 

His support to the BJP did not help the party 

in 2014 or 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

This might have been why Rajinikanth in 

March this year said he would be a "lunatic 

to have a thirst for power" at 70 in 2021 

Tamil Nadu election if he did not go for it 

when he was 45 in 1996. 

However, continuing with his flip flop on 

his political party's launch, on December 

10, Rajinikanth claimed he would change 

the fate of Tamil Nadu next year. He said, 

"Everything is fate. This election is to 

change the fate of Tamil Nadu If I win, that 

will be a victory for the people, and if I fail, 

too also belongs to them I will change 

everything, everything!" 

But as his supporters say nothing is 

predictable with Rajinikanth. The Thalaivar 

announced on Tuesday that there would be 

no Rajini contest in Tamil Nadu election 

next year. Fate did take another turn. 

 

RAHUL GANDHI WALKED OUT 

PARLIAMENTRY COMMITTEE ON 

DISAGREEMENT  

02-01-2021 

ehru-Gandhi scion Rahul Gandhi 

was in the eye of a storm recently 

when he walked out of a meeting 

of the Parliamentary standing committee on 

defence following a disagreement over the 

subject under discussion. 

Gandhi wanted the panel to take up an 

urgent discussion on the Chinese incursion 

in Eastern Ladakh and not on the uniforms 

and badges of the armed forces. He left the 

meeting in protest when the committee 

chairman Jual Oram intervened to remark 

that the members had the right to be 

informed about the rank and structures of  

the armed forces. 

 

Matters did not rest there as Rahul Gandhi 

followed this up with a letter to Lok Sabha 

Speaker Om Birla to complain that he was 

not allowed to speak freely in the meeting 
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and sought his intervention to ensure that a 

member’s right to speak is protected. 

The BJP lost no time in launching an 

offensive against the Congress leader. 

While BJP president JP Nadda slammed 

Rahul Gandhi for demoralising the valour 

of the armed forces, Union minister Prakash 

Javadekar reminded him that a standing 

committee meeting is not a protest site. 

For the BJP, which is constantly on the 

look-out for issues on which it can attack 

Rahul Gandhi, this episode came in handy 

for running him down. Rahul Gandhi may 

have raised a valid point when he sought a 

discussion on issues of national security but 

his remarks had a hollow ring to them 

because of his continued absence from 

previous committee meetings. He has put in 

an appearance at only two of the 14 

meetings of the standing committee on 

defence after its reconstitution in 2019. He 

also failed to join the other committee 

members last November for a study tour to 

the border areas of Nathu La and Tawang. 

This should not come as a surprise as Rahul 

Gandhi has acquired a reputation for being 

inconsistent and mercurial. His 

commitment to Parliament is highly 

questionable. When the Congress was in 

power from 2004-2014, the Congress MP 

was invariably seen chatting with members 

of what was called the party’s “young 

brigade” during Lok Sabha proceedings. Or 

he was constantly on the phone. There must 

have been only a handful of occasions when 

he was spotted listening attentively to a 

serious debate. His contribution to the 

discussions during those ten years was nil. 

In the last six years that the Congress has 

been occupying the opposition benches, 

Rahul Gandhi’s approach can only be 

described as erratic. The fact that he did not 

agree to head the Congress Parliamentary 

party in the Lok Sabha betrayed his lack of 

confidence in taking on the Modi-led BJP. 

Or perhaps he felt the post would tie him 

down and prevent him from playing hooky. 

Rahul Gandhi did make a mark with his 

speech slamming the Modi government for 

amending the land acquisition Act soon 

after it came to power in 2014. His “suit 

boot ki Sarkar” jibe hit home and 

galvanised the entire opposition, forcing the 

Modi government to retrace its steps. He 

has since then made short interventions 

which have been more in the nature of rants 

against the Prime Minister. Instead, his 

Congress colleagues would like to see him 

make a mature, well-argued and sober 

speech on a serious issue which would put 

him in the league of Prime Ministerial 

contenders. 

On the other hand, what they see is an 

immature Rahul Gandhi. His childishness 

was on display when he surprised everyone 

by walking across to the treasury benches 

during a debate in the Lok Sabha and 

enveloped Modi in a bear hug to suggest 

that he harbours no ill will against the Prime 

Minister. However, he followed this up by 

winking at his party colleagues. Needless to 

say, the trolls had a field day. 

Congress cadres are also driven to 

exasperation by Rahul Gandhi’s 

disappearing acts and periodic holidays to 

unknown destinations. Five years ago, he 

took leave of absence for several weeks 

ahead of a crucial budget session of 

Parliament just when his party colleagues 

expected him to lead the charge against the 

Modi government.  
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LEGAL NEWS 

HC: Once a prisoner obtains custody 

parole in a case, he need not obtain 

permission from every court where he 

has been convicted or is pending trial 

29-12-2020 

 

 Single Judge Bench of the Delhi 

High Court consisting of- Justice 

Anup Jairam, in the case of Mohd 

Shahabuddin vs State Govt. Of NCT Delhi 

& Anr, has while espousing the basic legal 

rights of a prisoner ruled that: once a 

prisoner obtains custody parole in a case, he 

need not obtain permission from every 

court where he has been convicted or is 

pending trial. 

 

Factual Background                                        

The petitioner, who was a convict and an 

undertrial in custody in Tihar Jail in Delhi 

in case arising from an FIR 

registered /Ss. 302/120-B/34 IPC and 

section 27 Arms Act - sought custody 

parole. 

Notice in this petition was 

issued- whereupon status report was filed 

by the concerned Jail Superintendent, 

Central Jail, Tihar and nominal roll was 

received from the prison authorities. A 

separate status report was filed by the 

S.H.O. since the petitioner’s case was being 

overseen by that police station in Delhi. 

The petitioner had moved the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court for seeking effectively the 

same relief as was sought in the present 

petition; which writ petition was however 

dismissed as withdrawn.  

Since the petitioner was serving sentence in 

Delhi for a case in which he was convicted 

by a court in Bihar and there were also 

several other criminal cases pending against 

him in Bihar, by an order, the State of Bihar 

was impleaded as party-respondent to the 

present petition; and notice was issued. The 

IG Prison and Correctional Services, Home 

(Prison) Department, Government of Bihar 

thereupon filed counter-affidavit, setting-

out in detail their position vis-a-vis the 

petitioner.     

Case of the Petitioner 

It was contended that: petitioner’s father 

passed away on 19.09.2020; and in view 

thereof, the petitioner wished to spend time 

with his grieving mother, who herself was 

extremely unwell; and also to offer prayers 

at the grave of his late father, to attend and 

perform religious rites and ceremonies for 

the departed soul; and to spend time with 

his family in this time of grief.  

It was further contended that: the petitioner 

was undertrial in case an FIR registered in 

Bihar and It was further contended that 

thereafter transferred by the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court- to be in custody at the 

Central Jail, Tihar, New Delhi.  

It was further contended that further 

submitted that though the petitioner It was 

further contended that implicated in 

multiple criminal cases, he was granted 

bail/interim bail, which he availed and did 

not misuse the liberty granted. 
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By an application, petitioner’s wife sought 

parole from Government of Bihar; and also 

simultaneously moved an application 

before DG (Prisons) Central Jail, Tihar 

seeking the same relief. However, during 

pendency petitioner’s father was laid to rest 

Thereafter, by e-mail- petitioner’s counsel 

sought custody parole for him; in response 

to which he received a reply from the Jail 

Superintendent stating that: -  

“It is further informed that Custody Parole 

may be granted to the convict by an order in 

writing, issued by the Superintendent 

Prison and to the under-trial prisoners by 

the Hon’ble Court. Further the accused Md. 

Shahabuddin s/o S. M. Hasibullah has been 

informed about the sudden demise of his 

father.” 

Reasoning and Decision of the Court 

The Court noted that: Court’s 

attention was drawn to Rule 1203 of the 

Delhi Prison Rules 2018, which provides 

for grant of custody parole to a convict in 

case of death of a family member; and to 

Rule 1205 which postulates grant of 

custody parole to visit any place outside the 

NCT of Delhi but within the territorial 

limits of India subject to fulfilling the other 

requirements contained in that rule.  

The Court noted that: there was no contest 

on either side that since the petitioner has 

been transferred by the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court to serve sentence and remain in 

custody as an undertrial in prison in Delhi 

and has been subject to the prison regime in 

force under the Delhi Prison Rules 2018, 

the said rules would also govern the grant 

or denial of custody parole to him. 

Hence, the Court found it neither feasible 

nor fair nor just that one prisoner in a Delhi 

prison should be treated differently than 

others, for any reason. Also, the petitioner 

has been transferred by the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court out of Bihar to suffer 

sentence and remain as an undertrial in 

Delhi for security considerations but 

without any direction that he is to be dealt 

with under the Bihar Prison Rules. 

Accordingly, Court held that “the Delhi 

Prison Rules that would apply to the 

petitioner’s plea for custody 

parole.                     

Observation as to when ‘custody parole’ 

is granted 

To further elaborate on this issue, court 

added, that conceptually, when a prisoner is 

granted ‘custody parole’, the prisoner is not 

freed from judicial custody, in that he is not 

allowed to leave prison on his own or to 

come and go where he pleases. During 

'custody parole’ the prisoner continues to 

remain in the custody of the court. 

The Court observed that:  

“It is for this reason that the period spent on 

custody parole is counted towards period 

spent in prison. Custody parole therefore 

contemplates a situation whereby, for 

special exigencies mentioned in the jail 

rules, the prisoner is granted guarded liberty 

and the jail travels with the prisoner to 

wherever the prisoner is allowed to go 

under orders of the court. Since the prisoner 

continues to remain in judicial custody, the 

need for taking custody parole or other 

permission from each and every court in 

which the prisoner is pending trial or has 

been convicted does not arise. 

Accordingly, once a prisoner obtains 

custody parole in a given case, he does not 

need to obtain separate custody parole 

orders from every other court which has 

convicted him or in which he is pending 

trial, except that if during the period of 

custody parole the prisoner is required to be 

produced by the Jail Superintendent before 

any court, information of the fact that he is 
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on custody parole must of course be given 

to such court.” 

Custody parole and present case 

“In the present case there is no doubt that 

the petitioner’s personal circumstances at 

this time, namely the passing-on of his 

father and his need to be with his family and 

perform rites and rituals, stands verified and 

requires humane consideration, yet the 

other considerations referred to above 

require closer scrutiny.” 

“The police departments of the States of 

Bihar and Delhi are both saying in unison 

that they cannot assure the petitioner’s 

custody and safety. Alternatively, they are 

saying that they would need to deploy 

inordinately vast resources, if the 

petitioner’s custody and safety is to be 

ensured. Rare is it to come-upon a case 

where State Governments are unsure and 

dithering to make a commitment that they 

can ensure the custody of a prisoner. This 

however, is definitely such a case.” 

Maintaining balance between humane 

considerations for grant of custody 

parole and overarching considerations of 

ensuring judicial custody of prisoner, the 

Court held: 

"In view of the above, this court has given 

its painful consideration to the prayers 

made in the petition and is of the opinion 

that a very strict balancing is required 

between the humane considerations for 

grant of custody parole and the overarching 

considerations of ensuring judicial custody 

of the prisoner; his own safety and the 

safety of others; and ensuring that there is 

no subversion of, or prejudice to, the legal 

process. After all, the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court has in exercise of its extraordinary 

judicial powers, transferred the petitioner to 

Delhi to undergo sentence as well as trials 

outside the State of Bihar for compelling 

considerations. It is evident that the very 

presence of the petitioner within the State 

of Bihar was perceived by the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court as a grave threat and 

interference in the course of justice.” 

Following directions issued by the Court: 

a. The petitioner is granted ‘custody parole’ 

for a period of 06 (six) hours at a time on 

any 03 (three) days of his choice, whether 

consecutive days or otherwise, within a 

period of 30 (thirty) days from the date of 

this order; 

b. On each of these 03 days, the petitioner 

would be taken ‘in custody’ with adequate 

police security and protection, to a single 

address of his choice to be indicated by him 

in writing to the Jail Superintendent in 

advance, but only within the State of Delhi; 

which address and location would be 

verified and secured appropriately by the 

State; 

c. On each of these 03 days of his choosing, 

the petitioner shall be taken ‘in custody’ to 

the verified address for a maximum of 06 

hours, excluding the time of travel to and 

from that address, between 6.00 a.m. and 

4.00 p.m. on each such day; 

d. During the period of custody parole, the 

petitioner shall be free to meet only his 

mother, wife and any other blood relatives 

but no one else; and the petitioner shall be 

afforded sufficient privacy to interact with 

such persons as he pleases; 

e. It is made clear that in the course of 

custody parole, the petitioner shall not be 

entitled to the presence of his personal 

guards or other such persons; 

f. In order to execute the aforesaid 

directions, the petitioner is directed to 

furnish to the Jail Superintendent the 

address which he would like to visit during 

custody parole within 03 days of this order, 

which address may accordingly be verified 

in advance.”   



 

20 
 

Case Details 

Name: Mohd Shahabuddin vs State Govt 

Of NCT Delhi & Anr 

Case No.: W.P. (CRL) 1558/2020 & Crl. 

M.A. No.14691/2020 

Date of Decision: December 2, 2020 

 

HC: Sec. 357 A (4) CrPC. is substantive; 

hence compensation is to be given to 

victims of crimes committed before its 

enactment  

 30-12- 2020  

n a landmark ruling Kerala High 

Court recently held that the provisions 

of Section 357A(1)(4) & (5) CrPC are 

substantive in nature, hence the victims 

have a right to receive compensation for the 

crimes that were committed before the 

provisions of the above stated section came 

into play. 

 

Case of the Petitioner 

The Senior government pleader contended 

that the direction given to the State 

Government to pay compensation to the 

victims under Section 357(4)(A) CrPC., for 

a crime that took place on 26.03.2008, 

taking into consideration the amended 

provision, bought into effect on 31.12.2009 

and based on an application of the year 

2013, is completely unjustifiable and is 

against the statutory provisions. 

Furthermore, it was contended by the State 

pleader that the application of the above 

stated section cannot be retrospective in 

nature, as the retrospective effect of the 

provision will make the State face the 

unwanted financial brunt and the same will 

result in intrusion with the economic set up 

of the State. 

Case of the Respondents 

Respondents 2 to 4 are the legal heirs of one 

late Sri. Sivadas who died in a motor 

vehicle accident that took place on 

26.03.2008. Though the crime was taken 

into cognizance by the police, however the 

accused could not be found or traced and 

therefore the trial could not commence. 

In 2013, the legal heirs approached to the 

District Legal Services Authority, 

Alappuzha, in the want of compensation 

from the State under Section 357A (4) 

CrPC. Thereafter an enquiry was done as 

per the provision under Section 357A (5) 

CrPC, and the report was submitted on 

12.09.2013 on the basis of which it was 

inferred that an amount of Rs.3,03,000/- 

was suffice compensation to be awarded in 

the present case to the dependents of the late 

Sri Sivadas. 

Observation of the Court 

In the words of the Court: 

“With the advent of the philosophy of 

victim compensation, with its avowed 

purpose not to award damages analogous to 

those in cases of tortuous liability, but to 

give solace, by way of compensation out of 

the public purse, for the injury sustained, 

whether the offender has been bought to the 

trial or not, a new stakeholder, in the 

criminal law was ushered in.” 
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“By giving the benefit to the victims under 

Section 357A (4) CrPC, for crimes that 

occurred prior to 31.12.2009, the statutory 

provision is not given retrospective effect, 

and instead a prospective benefit is given 

based on an antecedent fact.” 

The Court vividly stated that the 

compensation that is to be awarded under 

Section 357 is punitive in nature and the 

compensation that is to be awarded under 

Section 357A is based on the concept of 

rehabilitation of the victim. The Court 

denied the submissions of the State pleader 

pertaining to amendment and stated that the 

amendment does not mention anything with 

respect to the applicability of the Section 

that the same should be retrospective 

prospective. 

Notably, the Court said, 

“When an application is made by a victim 

of a crime that occurred prior to the coming 

into force of Section357 (A)(4) CrPC., a 

prospective benefit is given, taking into 

reckoning an antecedent fact. Adopting 

such an interpretation does not make the 

statue or the provision retrospective in 

operation. It only confers prospective 

benefits, in certain cases, to even 

antecedent facts. The State will remain 

prospective in application but will draw life 

from a past event also.” 

Case Details 

Before: Kerala High Court 

Case Title: District Collector Alappuzha 

and others 

Coram: Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bechu Kurian 

Thomas 

 

 

Justice Rakesh Kumar: Exquisite 

remarks on Andhra Pradesh Govt., 

retirement and back story 

02-01-2021 

eople from villages of the Amaravati 

region gave a warm send-off to 

Andhra Pradesh High Court judge 

Justice Rakesh Kumar, who retired on 

Thursday. A large number of farmers 

gathered on Seed Access road when Rakesh 

Kumar was returning from the High Court 

and bid adieu to him. They thanked him for 

standing by the farmers of Amaravati 

region fighting against the state 

government’s proposal to trifurcate the 

state capital.  

Incidentally, Justice Rakesh Kumar had 

delivered a judgment on Wednesday with a 

sharp attack on Chief Minister YS Jagan 

Mohan Reddy. He stopped his car to thank 

farmers for their send-off, and also had a 

chat with some of them. 

 

A division bench comprising Justice 

Rakesh Kumar and Justice D Ramesh on 

Wednesday rejected a prayer for recusal of 

Justice Kumar from hearing petitions filed 

against the proposed sale of government 

lands in Guntur and Visakhapatnam 

districts under “Mission Build AP”, and 

posted the batch of writ petitions to the 

second week of February 2021. 
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The court also passed an order initiating 

criminal prosecution against Mission Build 

AP Director and senior IAS officer Praveen 

Kumar for submitting a false affidavit 

which amounted to perjury. 

"If such petitions are entertained, it will 

amount to allowing the party for hunting the 

Bench. Such an action by the State was not 

expected, but in this State, as I have 

observed the circumstances herein above, 

everything can be possible. However, at the 

same time, the Court cannot be frightened 

by any such action of the State," Justice 

Kumar observed. 

The court issued notices to Praveen Kumar 

asking why action should not be taken 

against him for contempt of court for trying 

to interfere in the discharge of judicial 

functions of high court with false 

allegations. 

Justice Kumar stated that bureaucrats of 

Andhra Pradesh have been emboldened 

after the Chief Minister addressed a letter to 

the Chief Justice of India — and made the 

letter public — with allegations against a 

senior Supreme Court judge, then Chief 

Justice of the Andhra Pradesh High Court 

and a number of sitting judges of Andhra 

Pradesh High Court, with their names. 

He also said that the Andhra Pradesh High 

Court and the Supreme Court is "under 

attack" by those in power. 

The judge also made a scathing observation 

that the recent transfer of the Chief Justices 

of the High Court of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana may delay proceedings in the 

three capitals case and the CBI cases 

pending against CM Jagan, giving him an 

"undue advantage". 

"We are not aware as to whether any 

contempt proceeding for such an action 

(Jagan's letter to CJI) has been taken or not 

by the Chief Justice of India. But it is a fact 

that recommendation has been made on 

December 14 by the Collegium of Supreme 

Court for transfer/appointment of Chief 

Justices, which includes transfer of Chief 

Justice of AP High Court to the Sikkim 

High Court and transfer of the Chief Justice 

of the Telangana High Court to the 

Uttarakhand High Court. Whether by this 

act of sending an unceremonious letter to 

the Chief Justice of India, the Chief 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh will get final 

relief or not but fact remains that he 

succeeded in getting undue advantage at the 

present moment." 

"People may draw an inference as if after 

the so-called letter of Chief Minister, the 

two Chief Justices, i.e., the Chief Justice of 

High Court for the State of Telangana and 

the Chief Justice of High Court of AP have 

been transferred. By the said transfer, 

naturally, the cases pending in the Court of 

Special Judge for CBI cases in Hyderabad 

against Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy and 

others may be delayed and monitoring by 

the Supreme Court in W.P (Civil) No.699 

of 2016 may hamper for the time being," he 

observed. 

Jagan Mohan Reddy had written to Chief 

Justice of India SA Bobde in October, 

alleging that the Andhra Pradesh High 

Court was being used to "destabilise and 

topple" his democratically elected 

government. 

Weeks after this, Andhra Pradesh High 

Court's Chief Justice Jitendra Kumar 

Maheshwari was transferred to the Sikkim 

High Court. 

Justice Rakesh Kumar also called for 

transparency in the SC Collegium orders. "I 

am not raising any question on the transfer 

of Chief Justices, either of the High Court 

of Andhra Pradesh or of the High Court for 

the State of Telangana, but, at the same 

time, I am constrained to observe that 
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transfer of High Court Judges or its Chief 

Justices may reflect some transparency and 

for betterment or upliftment of the 

administration of justice. After all, they are 

also holding Constitutional posts like 

members of Supreme Court Collegium," he 

observed. 

Rakesh Kumar also attacked Jagan Mohan 

Reddy, saying he got "very disturbing" 

information about him. He stated that he 

Googled to know about the cases against 

the Chief Minister. "Till the publication of 

the letter of Chief Minister of Andhra 

Pradesh, I was not having much 

information about him. But, immediately 

thereafter, I became curious to know about 

him. Subsequently, I was told that if I go on 

site Google and type only 'Qaidi No 6093', 

I can get information. Accordingly, I did the 

same thing and thereafter I got very 

disturbing information," he observed. 

He also mentioned how the police filed 

closure reports in more than seven cases 

pending against the Chief Minister, a day 

after the Supreme Court passed a judgment 

to fast-track cases against legislators. He 

said the present Chief Minister is accused in 

more than 30 cases, of which 10 are 

registered by the CBI in which charge 

sheets have been filed long ago. 

Justice Kumar also attached several articles 

about the CBI cases against the Chief 

Minister to his order, and gave details of all 

the CBI and Enforcement Directorate cases 

against him. 

Justice Kumar took charge as the Andhra 

Pradesh High Court judge on November 8, 

2019. Before being transferred here, he was 

serving as the judge of the Patna High 

Court, and had then alleged instances of 

corruption in higher judiciary. His 

statement was taken notice of by the 

Supreme Court Collegium, and he was 

subsequently shifted to Andhra Pradesh 

High Court 

 

HC asks Delhi University to provide 

Timeline for Results, Mark Sheets and 

Convocation 

03-01-2021 

      

he High Court of Delhi has directed 

the Delhi University (DU) to 

provide a timeline for declaration of 

results, issuance of mark sheets & holding 

convocation on an annual basis for students. 

The HC said DU shall file a comprehensive 

affidavit providing the timeline & 

procedure regarding these issues so that 

students are not inconvenienced every 

semester & are not forced to approach the 

court for obtaining their transcripts, mark 

sheets & degree certificates, as was done in 

this matter. 

 

Justice M Prathiba Singh said that "This 

court is of the opinion that in order to ensure 

that there is a comprehensive, streamlined 

procedure for declaration of results, 

issuance of transcripts, mark sheets & 

degree certificates, etc. DU ought to have a 

prescribed timeline…," Justice M Prathiba 

Singh said.  

T 
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The HC said the earlier affidavit filed by the 

university was not satisfactory as no 

specific timelines have been given for the 

issuance of digital degree certificates & for 

transmission of data to Digilocker & the 

affidavit was "quite cryptic". 

The court was hearing a batch of petitions 

by doctors, former DU students, seeking 

direction for issuance of degree certificates 

on an urgent basis to enable them to pursue 

higher education. 

It asked the university to provide a timeline 

for declaration of results after conclusion of 

the last exam in a particular semester for 

under-graduate & post-graduate courses, 

for issuance of mark sheets/ transcripts or 

making them available online after the 

results.  

The HC further asked it to provide the 

timeline for issuance of digital transcripts 

for such students who may require the same 

for further education or for employment & 

for transmission of data relating to mark 

sheets/ transcripts to Digilocker after the 

same has been announced by DU. 

"Timeline for issuance of provisional 

degree certificates or advance degree 

certificates after declaration of results, 

timeline for holding the convocation on an 

annual basis, timeline for issuance of actual 

degrees both in digital form & paper 

degrees & for transmission of the digital 

degrees/ paper degrees to Digilocker,” it 

said. 

The HC asked the university to file the 

affidavit within 6 weeks & listed the matter 

for further hearing on Feb 17.  

Earlier, the HC had directed the DU to issue 

within seven working days digital degree 

certificates to students who have already 

graduated & urgently require the document 

for taking admission in a foreign university 

or for employment. 

It had passed the order on a bunch of 

petitions, putting in place a proper 

procedure for issuance of degree 

certificates through an online mechanism to 

ensure that delay in printing of degree 

certificates does not become an impediment 

to students who need it & to dispense with 

the need for physical presence of students 

at the university during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

ECONOMICS NEWS 

India can see annual capex of $50 billion: 

Larsen & Toubro’s CFO R Shankar 

Raman 

28-12-2020 

 Shankar Raman, director and 

CFO, Larsen & Toubro, believes 

India can expect to build out 

around $50 billion of infrastructure every 

year post the recovery from the pandemic in 

about 12-14 months. Of this, the smaller 

share of about $10-15 billion would 

expectedly be built by the private sector 

while the government sector would need to 

do the bulk of the spending of $35 billion. 

“The potential for investment in infra in 

India is about $80-100 billion annually but 

$50 billion is a realistic level to start with 

and it will be an upward sloping curve. 

R 
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There are six to ten active players, so each 

will have an opportunity of $8-10 billion a 

year,” Shankar Raman said. 

 

He explained that with multilateral funding 

agencies monitoring projects very closely 

and insisting on escrow accounts, the state 

governments too would be able to scale up 

capex. Among the areas that are expected to 

see the biggest amounts of capex are water, 

followed by power transmission and 

renewable energy. The fourth would be 

urban congestion. 

 

However, with the number of bidders for 

projects in the construction sector not high 

currently, the awarding of projects could 

slow down, he felt. “In our government 

system unless you have three or four bids, 

they somehow feel it is not proper price 

discovery. So not being able to sight half a 

dozen bidders is also becoming a bit of a 

constraint in releasing these projects,” he 

said. Shankar Raman expressed concern 

about the rapid slide in tariffs, pointing out 

that while some of it could be accounted for 

by the advancements in technology, the 

investment would not be sustainable 

without returns of 13-15%. 

 

“I am concerned that if this trend continues, 

we may soon have a situation where like in 

coal power plants you will not have people 

to put up the facility,” he said. He added 

that pension funds and insurance companies 

needed to invest in these projects since they 

called for committed capital. 

 

 

 

India defers certificate requirement for 

rice export to European countries till 

July 

29-12-2020 

ndia on Tuesday deferred the 

requirement of obtaining a certificate of 

inspection from a government agency 

to ship both basmati and non-basmati rice 

to European countries to July 1, 

2021.Earlier the date was January 1 next 

year. 

 

A notification dated August 10 is “amended 

to the extent that export of rice (basmati and 

non-basmati) to EU member states and 

other European countries – Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland 

only will require Certificate of Inspection 

from EIA/EIC”. 

 

Export to remaining European countries 

(except Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 

Switzerland) will require Certificate of 

Inspection by Export Inspection Council 

(EIC)/Export Inspection Agency (EIA) for 

export “from July 1, 2021,” the directorate 

said. 
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India, the world’s top rice exporter, exports 

about 3 lakh tonnes of basmati rice to the 

EU. 

 

The Export Inspection Council (EIC) is the 

official export certification body of India 

which ensures quality and safety of 

products exported from India. 

The Export Inspection Agencies (EIAs) 

under the council are located at Mumbai, 

Kolkata, Kochi, Delhi and Chennai. 

 

RCom group owes around Rs 26,000 cr 

to Indian banks, financial institutions: 

Company 

 

30-12-2020 

ebt-ridden telecom firm Reliance 

Communications on Wednesday 

said the group owes around Rs 

26,000 crore to Indian banks and financial 

institutions. The Indians banks, vendors and 

other creditors have made claims of around 

Rs 86,000 crore on the company which is 

currently going through insolvency 

proceedings. 

“As per figures certified by the Resolution 

Professional appointed by the lenders, the 

RCOM group owed around Rs 26,000 crore 

to Indian banks and financial institutions as 

on the date of filing before the NCLT,” 

Reliance Communications (RCom) said in 

a statement. 

The creditors have submitted claims of 

around Rs 49,000 crore on RCom, Rs 

24,000 crore on Reliance Telecom and Rs 

12,600 crore on Reliance Infratel before the 

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

“The alleged ‘fraud’ classification by 

certain banks is entirely unjustified and 

unwarranted, and the Hon’ble Delhi High 

Court by an interim order has directed the 

same to be kept in abeyance for the time 

being, and the matter is now subjudice,” 

RCom said. 

It further said that the Resolution Plans 

unanimously agreed by the lenders are at 

various stages of approval before the 

NCLT, and upon implementation thereof, 

the lenders are likely to recover at least 70 

per cent of their dues, with potential 

subsequent upside. 

 

“The financial stress in the telecom sector, 

owing inter alia to the entry of a new player 

in 2016 with unlimited free offerings, was 

not unique to Rcom, but decimated the 

entire industry, and led to the shutdown of 

services by Aircel, Sistema, Videocon, Tata 

Docomo and several other players, and also 

severely impacted the financials of global 

giants like Vodafone in its Indian 

operations,” RCom said. 

The company said that Vodafone Idea has 

reported losses aggregating Rs 1 lakh crore 

in the last 15 months. 
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Government outstanding debt swells 5.6 

per cent to Rs 107.04 lakh cr in Q2 

31-12-2020 

otal liabilities of the government 

increased by 5.6 per cent to Rs 

107.04 lakh crore at end-September 

2020, according to official data on public 

debt. At the end of the first quarter, the 

outstanding total debt of the government 

stood at Rs 101.3 lakh crore.  The 5.6 per 

cent quarter-on-quarter increase reflects 

pressure on revenue collection and rising 

expenditure due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

Public debt accounted for 91.1 per cent of 

total outstanding liabilities at end-

September 2020, as per the latest quarterly 

report on public debt management. The 

weighted average yield on primary 

issuances of dated securities showed further 

moderation to 5.80 per cent in Q2 of FY21 

from 5.85 per cent in Q1 FY21, it said. 

 

During Q2 FY21, 13 tranches of auctions 

were held for issuance of dated securities 

aggregating to Rs 4,20,000 crore, which 

was slightly more than the pre-announced 

calendar because of exercising of green 

shoe option, it said. The central government 

issued dated securities worth Rs 3,46,000 

crore in the first quarter as against Rs 

2,21,000 crore in the same period a year 

ago. 

The ownership pattern of central 

government securities shows that the share 

of commercial banks stood at 38.6 per cent 

at end-September 2020, lower than 40.4 per 

cent at end-March 2020. “The share of 

insurance companies and provident funds at 

end-September 2020 stood at 25.3 per cent 

and 4.8 per cent, respectively. The share of 

mutual funds increased from 2.0 per cent at 

end-June 2020 to 2.4 per cent at end-

September 2020,” it said. 

 

During Q2, yields on government securities 

hardened due to apprehension about the 

Centre further raising the borrowing from 

revised target of Rs 12 lakh crore amid the 

strained fiscal position, MPC decision to 

keep policy rate unchanged in its meeting 

held on August 4, geo-political issue with 

China and higher retail inflation data, it 

said. The yield on 10-year benchmark 

security opened at 5.84 per cent at the 

beginning of the quarter and closed at 6.02 

per cent at end of the quarter in September. 

 

Forex reserves dip by USD 290 mn to 

USD 580.84 bn 

1-1-2021 

fter touching a record high, the 

country’s foreign exchange 

reserves declined by USD 290 

million to USD 580.841 billion in the week 

ended December 25, RBI data showed. In 

the previous week to December 18, the 

reserves had surged by USD 2.563 billion 

to a lifetime high of USD 581.131 billion.  

In the reporting week, the drop in reserves 

was on account of a fall in foreign currency 

assets (FCA), a major component of overall 

reserves.  

FCA slipped by USD 253 million to USD 

537. 474 billion, the Reserve Bank of 

India's weekly data showed. Expressed in 
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dollar terms, the foreign currency assets 

include the effect of appreciation or 

depreciation of non-US units like the euro, 

pound and yen held in the foreign exchange 

reserves. 

The gold reserves decreased by USD 308 

million to USD 36.711 billion in the week 

ended December 25, according to the data. 

 

The special drawing rights (SDRs) with the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) dipped 

by USD 4 million to USD 1.510 billion. 

The country’s reserve position with the 

IMF rose by USD 276 million to USD 

5.145 billion. 

 

Exports slip 0.8 per cent in December 

2020; trade deficit widens to $15.71 

billion 

2-1-2021 

 

he country’s exports declined 

marginally by 0.8 per cent to $26.89 

billion in December 2020, due to 

contraction in sectors like petroleum, 

leather and marine products, according to 

preliminary data released by the commerce 

ministry on Saturday. The trade deficit in 

December widened to $15.71 billion, as 

imports grew by 7.6 per cent to $42.6 

billion, the data showed. 

 

Exports in December 2019 was $27.11 

billion, while imports stood at $39.5 billion. 

In November 2020, the exports were down 

by 8.74 per cent. 

In April-December 2020-21, the country’s 

merchandise exports contracted by 15.8 per 

cent to $200.55 billion, as compared to 

$238.27 billion in the same period of 2019-

20.Imports during the nine months of the 

current fiscal declined by 29.08 per cent to 

$258.29 billion, as against $364.18 billion 

in April-December 2019-20.India is thus a 

net importer in December 2020, with a 

trade deficit of $15.71 billion, as compared 

to a trade deficit of $12.49 billion, widened 

by 25.78 per cent,” the ministry said in a 

statement. 

In December 2020, oil imports declined by 

10.37 per cent to $9.61 billion. During 

April-December this fiscal, the imports 

dipped by 44.46 per cent to $53.71 billion. 

Divergences in Rural, Urban Inflation do 

not persist for long: RBI paper 

 

umbai: Rural-urban inflation 

divergence does not persist in 

the long run and converges over 
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time, and both exhibit a long-term 

equilibrium relationship, said an RBI 

article. This convergence of rural-urban 

inflation supports the relevance of one 

inflation target as nominal anchor at the 

national level, said the article prepared by 

Binod B. Bhoi, Himani Shekhar and 

Ipsita?Padhi, Department of Economic and 

Policy Research, RBI.  

 

"Rural-urban inflation dynamics in India 

reveals close co-movement, with episodic 

divergences driven by different 

components food, fuel or ex-food and fuel 

which do not persist long," it said. 

Empirical estimates, it said, revealed that 

the differentials between rural and urban 

inflation are transient and both exhibit a 

long-run equilibrium relationship, with a 

significant error correction in the short-run. 

At the state level, urban and rural inflation 

rates converge over time, the article said, 

adding, "these findings support the 

relevance of one inflation target as the 

nominal anchor at the national level for 

both rural and urban areas as well as all 

states". 

The RBI said the views expressed in the 

article are those of the authors and do not 

represent the views of the central bank. 

The article noted that headline Consumer 

Price Index (CPI) inflation witnessed 

significant and sustained moderation during 

2012-13 to 2018-19, before rising 

thereafter. Both rural and urban inflation 

exhibited a similar trend with the only 

difference that urban inflation started rising 

from 2018-19.  

Moreover, annual average urban inflation 

which was ruling below rural inflation till 

2017-18, moved above it during 2018-19 

and 2019-20. Both food and non-food 

inflation contributed to the divergence 

between urban and rural inflation. The 

authors said contributions of major groups 

to annual inflation, however, mask intra-

year movements in inflation in the rural and 

urban areas, given significant differences in 

the composition of the CPI baskets. 

"It can be observed from monthly data that 

rural and urban all groups inflation has 

often diverged during 2012-2020, but the 

divergence has not persisted long, 

suggesting the existence of a long-run 

relationship between them," the article said. 

This is further corroborated by the fact that 

the divergence has been driven not by any 

single component over time but by different 

components of CPI food, fuel, and 

excluding food and fuel items during 

different periods, it added. 

It further said that in 2020-21 so far, 

headline inflation has firmed up further 

reflecting the impact of COVID-19 induced 

lockdown measures and associated supply 

chain disruptions. Rural and urban 

inflation, however, have displayed 

significant convergence, broadly mirroring 

the trends in food price inflation after April-

May 2020. 

This could be attributed to the nature of the 

spread of COVID-19 and the imposition of 

various lockdown measures to contain the 

spread, which was initially confined to 

urban areas before eventually spreading to 

rural areas? it said. The RBI has been tasked 

by the government to keep the retail 

inflation at 4 per cent (+, - 2 per cent) 


