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IN THE ISSUE 

LEGAL NEWS  

HC directs Jammu and Kashmir Govt 

to evict politicians from Govt 

accommodations 

  23-2-21 

 

ammu and Kashmir High Court has 

directed the regional government to 

take all necessary steps for eviction 

of the former ministers, legislators, retired 

officers and politicians from government 

accommodations and ministerial 

bungalows. 

“It is very unfortunate that some former 

ministers, legislators, retired officers and 

politicians have illegally and 

unauthorizedly managed to continue to 

stay in the residential accommodations 

provided to them by the Government of 

Jammu and Kashmir, though they are no 

longer entitled to such accommodation,” 

the Court said. 

According to the Bar and Bench report, the 

bench noted that the unauthorised 

occupants must recognise that rights and 

obligations are connected to each other, 

because one person’s rights include the 

responsibilities of another person, while 

one person’s responsibilities involve the 

rights of another person. 

The Court added: “In this case, it must be 

taken into consideration by unauthorised 

occupants that their act of overstaying in 

premises explicitly infringes the right of 

another. This act of disobedience can be 

absolutely regulated by no law or 

direction, except for self-realization among 

the unauthorised occupants.” 

Consequently, the Court directed the Chief 

Secretary and the Department of the 

Secretary of State to take all necessary 

measures to ensure that all unlawful 

occupants were evicted from government 

accommodation, including ministerial 

bungalows and special houses, reported 

Bar and Bench. In this regard, reliance was 

placed on the Supreme Court judgments in 

SD Bandi v. Divisional Traffic Officer, 

Karnakata (2013) and Lok Prahari v. State 

of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. (2016). 

“The Chief Secretary of the Government 

of Jammu and Kashmir and the Secretary 
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to Government of Jammu and Kashmir, 

Estates Department, shall take all possible 

steps for ensuring eviction of the 

illegal/unauthorized occupants including 

former Ministers, Legislators, Retired 

officers, Politicians, Political persons from 

Government accommodation comprising 

Ministerial Bungalows and Special Houses 

in tune with the mandate of law provided 

by the Supreme Court in the two 

Judgments in case titled SD Bandi v. 

Divisional Traffic Officer, Karnakata 

(2013) and Lok Prahari v. State of Uttar 

Pradesh & Ors. (2016),” the Court ordered. 

Further, as per the reports of Bar and 

Bench, the Court also ordered both 

departments to ensure the recovery of 

rental/arrears of rent as land revenue from 

the occupants of the accommodation for 

the time during for which they were in 

authorized/unauthorized occupation of 

such accommodation. 

In addition, natural resources, public 

property, and public goods such as 

government bungalows and official 

residences have been observed to be the 

public property that belongs to the 

country’s citizens. “The ‘Doctrine of 

Equality’, which emerges from the 

concepts of justice and fairness must guide 

the State in the distribution or allocation of 

the same,” it said. 

Disha Ravi bail: Delhi court grants bail 

to activist in Toolkit case 

  23-02-21 

 

ccording to reports, Disha’s 

lawyer asked the court to 

reduce the surety amount as she 

does not come from a family of means. 

However, his request was not accepted by 

the court. 

A Delhi court granted bail to 22-year-old 

climate activist Disha Ravi in the toolkit 

case while observing that the present 

evidence on record is “scanty and 

sketchy”. “Considering the scanty and 

sketchy evidence available on record, I do 

not find any palpable reasons to breach the 

general rule of bail against a 22-year-old 

young lady, with absolutely blemish-free 

criminal antecedents and having firm roots 

in society, and send her to jail,” said 

Additional Sessions Judge (ASJ) 

Dharmendra Rana. While granting bail to 
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Ravi on furnishing a bail bond of Rs 1 lakh 

and two sureties of like amount, the court 

further noted that “resistance to the bail 

plea seems to be more of ornamental in 

nature. “I am conscious of the fact that it is 

very difficult to collect evidence for the 

offence of conspiracy but I’m equally 

conscious of the fact that what is difficult 

to prove for the prosecution in the 

affirmative is virtually impossible for the 

defence to prove in the negative,” the court 

observed. “I’m also conscious of the fact 

that the investigation is at nascent stage 

and police is in the process of collecting 

more evidence, however, the investigating 

agency made a conscious choice to arrest 

the applicant accused upon the strength of 

material so far collected and now they 

cannot be permitted to further restrict the 

liberty of a citizen on the basis of 

propitious anticipation,” he added. The 

court further noted that nothing was 

brought to its notice that could support the 

police’s claim that violence took place due 

to the toolkit. “Except for a bare assertion, 

no evidence has been brought to my notice 

to support the contention that any violence 

took place at any of the Indian Embassies 

pursuant to the sinister designs of the 

applicant /accused and her co-

conspirator’s,” the court said. The court 

while granting bail to Disha has directed 

her to continue to cooperate with the 

ongoing investigations and shall join the 

investigation as and when summoned by 

the Investigating Officer. “She shall 

scrupulously appear at each and every 

stage of the proceedings before concerned 

Court so as not to cause any obstruction or 

delay to its progress,” the court said while 

also adding that she shall not leave the 

country without the permission of the 

court. “The perusal of the said ‘Toolkit’ 

reveals that any call for any kind Of 

violence is conspicuously absent. In my 

considered opinion, citizens are conscience 

keepers of government in any democratic 

nation. They cannot be put behind the bars 

simply because they choose to disagree 

with the State policies. The offence of 

sedition cannot be invoked to minister to 

the wounded vanity of the governments”, 

the court said The 22-year-old activist has 

already been in custody for 9 days. ASJ 

Dharmendra Rana will be hearing the bail 

application filed by Disha Ravi’s co-

accused Shantanu Muluk on Wednesday. 

HC issues notice to Centre, Delhi Govt, 

others in PIL seeking streamlining of 

Legal Adoption process 

24-2-21 

 

 

n Wednesday, the High Court 

of Delhi issued notice to the 

Centre, Delhi Govt, National O 
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Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

(NCPCR) & others in public interest 

litigation (PIL) seeking the Court's 

intervention regarding necessary legal 

steps for streamlining & making the legal 

adoption process lucid & comprehensive. 

The plea also sought direction for 

generating awareness in the masses with 

regard to rampant illegal adoptions in the 

country & its negative impact, so that 

prospective adoptive parents & children 

may not suffer the ignominy of facing 

criminal trial & length & cumbersome 

legal procedure. 

The plea has sought directions for the 

simplification of the procedure to adopt 

children under the Juvenile Justice Act. It 

further sought for the opening up of more 

childcare institutions or Centres & to bring 

existing unregistered ones under the ambit 

of the statutory umbrella. 

The Division Bench of Justice DN Patel & 

Justice Jasmeet Singh on Wednesday 

sought responses from the respondents -- 

Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of NCT of 

Delhi, National Commission for Protection 

of Child Rights (NCPCR), Central 

Adoption Resource Authority & others -- 

in plea moved by an NGO Yathartha 

Foundation. 

Petitioner through Advocate MS Khan also 

sought a direction to respondents to take 

steps for creating Foster Homes & 

identifying the families who can take 

foster children & act as foster families & 

further to give full effect to Section 44 of 

the JJ Act & it's related rules. 

The plea said "illegal practices with regard 

to adoption are prevailing & pervading in 

India, which, has been a cause of suffering 

& harassment to a large number of 

children given & taken in adoption & also 

to their parents." 

The plea submitted that just like sex 

determination is illegal & awareness 

boards are displayed at ultrasound centres 

to inform the general public regarding the 

illegality of determining the gender of the 

child, similarly, awareness boards need to 

be displayed at IVF centres, surrogacy 

centres, maternity homes & orphanages, 

regarding the perils of the illegal adoption 

process, so as to protect the couples from 

falling to the lies of the touts, who offer 

adoption through illegal ways. 

It further submitted that it is urgently 

required that the Central Adoption 

Resource Authority Rules, which are most 

stringent & unworkable should be 

simplified & even a registered Adoption 

Deed should be valid under CARA Act 
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generally, that is, even for Non-Hindu 

Adoptive parents. 

Besides this, it is also necessary that 

endeavours should be made for 

streamlining, simplifying & making the 

legal adoption process easy, lucid & 

comprehensible, so that all the illegal 

adoptions & illegal procurement of 

children for the purpose of adoptions can 

be prevented. 

Vaccinate advocates, court staff on 

priority or delay return to physical 

hearings: Plea in Delhi HC 

24-02-2021 

 

he petition said that the Delhi 

High Court may kindly not show 

any haste for the opening of 

physical courts completely and may kindly 

continue to hear the matters in the manner 

it is hearing 

A plea has been filed before the Delhi 

High Court seeking to halt the decision of 

switching to physical hearings till all 

advocates are vaccinated against Covid-19. 

The plea filed by Advocate Manashwy Jha 

sought the high court’s direction for 

halting its decision to commence physical 

hearings by all judges from March 15. The 

plea is likely to be listed for hearing later 

this week. The plea sought that either the 

lawyers and the judicial staff be treated as 

frontline workers and be vaccinated, or the 

high court defer the implementation of its 

order of commencing physical hearing on 

all its benches and in all trial courts in the 

capital. “The Delhi High Court may kindly 

not show any haste for the opening of 

physical courts completely and may kindly 

continue to hear the matters in the manner 

it is hearing subject to necessary 

modification in the listing of the matters 

till such time the Advocates and their 

notified staff are not vaccinated,” 

-the petition said. 

“The Delhi High Court has throughout 

been extremely vigilant and careful about 

the benefit of the Advocates. The war with 

Covid-19 has almost been won by the 

human race, however, the petitioner most 

respectfully submits that any complacency 

may spoil all the efforts as taken by the 

Delhi High Court,” it said further. 

On February 22, the Delhi High Court has 

ordered that all its benches would resume 

hearing the matters through physical mode 

with effect from March 15. 

Its notification, signed by the Registrar 

General, said, 
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“It has been ordered that all Benches of 

this Court shall hold physical Courts, on a 

daily basis, with effect from 15.03.2021 

and shall continue to take up the matters as 

per the existing arrangement of listing.” 

All subordinate courts in Delhi will be 

operating physically too from March 15. 

However, the court has said that in 

exceptional matters any of the parties 

could be allowed to appear virtually. 

“It is expected that the Advocates, litigants 

and other visitors to this Court strictly 

adhere to the norms of social distancing 

and all other Covid-19 protocols, 

guidelines, directions, etc. Issued by the 

Government of India, Government Of 

NCT of Delhi and this Court from time to 

time,” 

-the order said. 

SC asks petitioner to withdraw plea 

seeking direction to Election Committee 

for conducting SCBA polls through 

secret Ballot 

25-2-2021 

 

 

n Thursday, the Apex Court 

granted liberty to Lawyer, 

Pradeep Kumar Yadav, to 

withdraw his plea in connection with his 

petition seeking a direction to conduct the 

election strictly by way of the secret ballot 

in physical form adhering to the bye-law 

of Supreme Court Bar Association 

(SCBA). 

A 2-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court, 

headed by Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman, 

& also comprising Justice B R Gavai, 

asked the petitioner-cum-lawyer, Pradeep 

Kumar Yadav to withdraw his plea. 

Justice Nariman, during the course of the 

hearing, asked the petitioner, Pradeep 

Kumar Yadav, first tell me, how is Article 

32 writ maintainable? 

To this, he replied, the 1995 constitution 

bench judgment regarding the Bar 

Association said this. 

"You are a voter here. No fundamental 

right violation," the bench led by Justice 

Nariman said & asked him withdrew his 

plea. 

The petition filed by a lawyer, Pradeep 

Kumar Yadav, sought its direction to the 

Election Committee, 2021 of Supreme 

Court Bar Association (SCBA) to conduct 

the election strictly by way of a secret 

ballot in physical form adhering to the 

bye-law of SCBA. 
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The SCBA is to conduct its elections on 

Feb 27, Saturday, after the All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 

New Delhi, opined for conducting the 

election through virtual mode, citing the 

"probability of spread of Covid-19 in a 

large congregation." 

In his plea, Yadav asked, "What is the 

mechanism used by the agency to identify 

the real voter? Or will no proxy voting be 

done. How it will be done?" 

Yadav also questioned how the SCBA 

would ensure that there will be no 

mismanagement in the election, which is a 

debatable issue. 

He requested the top court to direct the 

respondents to conduct the election strictly 

as per the by-law of the SCBA. 

Yadav in his plea also said that the 

members of the SCBA are not ready to 

adapt the virtual or hybrid method of 

elections as most of the lawyers have gone 

back to their respective native places. 

"There is a remote possibility to access the 

internet & the virtual mode of elections is 

not practical. If they do not vote, their 

valuable right will vanish," Yadav said in 

his petition. 

 

Shahdara bar association cancels bar 

membership of 5 lawyers for attack on 

its chief VK Singh, other members 

 

26-2-21 

 

he Shahdara Bar Association, 

Delhi has cancelled the bar 

membership of five advocates 

and barred their entry into Court premises 

for manhandling and a brutal attack on the 

bar association president VK Singh and 

other members. The Shahdara Bar 

Association (SBA) Executive Committee 

has unanimously resolved that the SBA 

membership of Advocates Keshav Sharma, 

Vishesh Verma, Vivek Pandey, Amir 

Tomar and Rohit Sehrawat has been 

cancelled. These advocates were debarred 

from entering the Court premises and the 

matter is referred to the Bar Council of 

Delhi for appropriate disciplinary action 
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including cancellation of license and 

further action for gross conduct. The SBA 

has taken this action since earlier when a 

similar incident had happened with other 

members of the Bar by the same anti-

social elements, but this time the SBA 

President has himself become a victim to 

this which is not tolerable by the Bar. 

Delhi Court grants bail to 16 accused in 

violence at Singhu border26-2-21 

 

 

n Thursday, A Sessions Court 

granted bail to 16 accused in 

connection to the incident at 

Singhu border in which the 

SHO of Alipur police station Pradeep 

Paliwal was stabbed during stone-pelting 

between the protesting farmers and some 

local residents on January 29. At least two 

people, including a police official, were 

injured in the violence. 

Additional Sessions Judge Shivani Anand 

granted bail to the 16 accused, stating 

injuries suffered by other police officials 

were superficial except those on the body 

of SHO Alipur. 

The court also said that the prosecution has 

failed to show as to why it did not seek the 

police remand of the accused despite 

arresting them. 

The judge also said that name of the 

accused would have been mentioned in the 

FIR, if the accused were overpowered 

from the spot. 

The police contended that though the 

names of other accused persons could not 

be mentioned initially in the FIR but police 

officials have properly identified the 

offenders in their statement. 

Meanwhile, a Delhi court on Thursday 

granted bail to a Class 12 student suffering 

from Bipolar disorder, arrested in 

connection to the violence at Nangloi 

Chowk during the farmers’ tractor rally on 

Republic Day, saying that he was a young 

man with clean antecedents and has 

already been in custody for 29 days. 

Bipolar disorder is a mental illness that 

brings severe high and low moods and 

changes in behaviour. 

Additional sessions judge Samar Vishal 

granted bail to one Gursewak who was 

arrested for allegedly hitting the police 

barricades and police vehicles while 
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driving a tractor, noting the “tender age” of 

the accused. 

The police alleged that the accused tried to 

run over the police personnel deployed at 

Nangloi Chowk and sped towards 

Peeragarhi. 

The judge said the acts of the protestors/ 

rioters cannot be condoned; however, the 

guilt or innocence of the accused is a 

matter of trial and nothing cannot be said 

about it at this stage. 

In another case related to Nangloi 

violence, the judge granted bail to one 

Daljinder stating that the accused was just 

22-year-old and does not have any 

criminal record. 

SC: Married Woman’s Heirs OnHer 

Parental Side Are Not Strangers For 

The Purposes Of Succession Under 

Hindu Succession Act 

26-2-21 

 

he Supreme Court on 22nd 

February,2021 comprising of a 

bench of Justices Ashok 

Bhushan and R Subhash Reddy 

ruled that when heirs of father of a female 

are included as persons who can possibly 

succeed under Hindu Succession Act, then 

it cannot be held that they are strangers 

and not the members of the family with 

respect to the female (Khushi Ram &ors vs 

Nawal Singh &ors). 

The Bench ruled that as per Section 

15(1)(d) of the Hindu Succession Act, the 

heirs of the father of a Hindu female are 

covered under persons entitled to intestate 

succession of property of a female Hindu. 

"A perusal of Section 15(1)(d) indicates 

that heirs of the father are covered in the 

heirs, who could succeed. When heirs of 

father of a female are included as person 

who can possibly succeed, it cannot be 

held that they are strangers and not the 

members of the family qua (sic) the 

female," the Court held. 

One Badlu, was the tenure-holder of 

agricultural land. He had two sons Bali 

Ram and Sher Singh. Sher Singh died in 

the year 1953 issueless leaving his widow 

Jagno. After death of Sher Singh, his 

widow inherited share of her late husband, 

i.e., the half of the agricultural property 

owned by Badlu. Jagno's brother's sons 

filed a suit in 1991 claiming decree of 

declaration as owners in possession of the 

said agricultural land . They claimed that 

Jagno, who was sharer of the half share, 
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had in a family settlement settled the land 

in their favour who were the brother's 

sons.  Taking note of the written statement 

in which Jagno admitted this claim, the 

Trial Court passed a consent decree. Later, 

the descendants of brother of husband of 

Smt. Jagno filed a suit claiming that this 

consent decree is illegal. This suit was 

dismissed and later the High Court 

dismissed the second appeal. 

The heirs of the brothers of Jagno appealed 

to the Supreme Court. One of their 

contention was that Jagno, as a married 

woman, was not competent to enter into 

'family settlement' with her own brothers' 

heirs. 

Issues before the court 

 (1) Whether the decree dated 19.08.1991 

passed in Civil Suit No.317 of 1991 

requires registration under Section 17 of 

the Indian Registration Act, 1908?; and 

(2) Whether the defendant Nos.1 to 3 

(Jagno's brothers' sons) were strangers to 

defendant No.4 (Jagno) so as to disable her 

to enter into any family arrangement with 

defendant Nos.1 to 3? 

The appellant contended that no family 

settlement could have been entered by 

Jagno in favour of defendant Nos.1 to 3, 

they being strangers to the family. A 

Hindu widow cannot constitute a Joint 

Hindu Family with the descendants of her 

brother, i.e., her parental side. Family 

settlement can take place only between 

members, who have antecedent title or pre-

existing right in the property proposed to 

be settled. Smt. Jagno could have 

transferred her absolute share in favour of 

the respondents or to any stranger only in 

accordance with law by complying with 

the provisions of the Transfer of Property 

Act, 1882, the Indian Registration Act, 

1908 and the Indian Stamp Act, 7 1899. 

On the hand the Respondents argued that 

the defendants being brother’s sons of 

Jagno, they were not strangers to Jagno 

and family settlement could have been 

very well entered by Jagno with them. 

Also, the expression “family” for the 

purpose of family settlement is not to be 

given any narrow meaning; it should be 

given a wide meaning to cover the 

members, who are by any means related. 

The Court placed reliance on Section 

15(1)(d) of the Hindu Succession Act to 

hold that heirs of father of a Hindu female 

are not strangers but are 'family'. 

The Court ruled, "In the present case, Smt. 

Jagno, who as a widow of Sher Singh, who 

had died in 1953, had succeeded to half 

share in the agricultural land and she was 

the absolute owner when she entered into 

settlement. We, thus, do not find any merit 

in the submission of learned counsel for 
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the appellants that the defendants-

respondents were strangers to the family." 

The bench while answering the second 

issuereferred to Ram Charan Das Vs. 

Girjanandini Devi and Ors., 1965 (3) SCR 

841, which discusses the concept of family 

with regard to which a family settlement 

could be entered.  The court noted that 

every party taking benefit under a family 

settlement must be related to one another 

in some way and have a possible claim to 

the property or a claim or even a 

semblance of a claim. 

The bench even referred to Kale and Ors. 

Vs. Deputy Director of Consolidation  

(1976) 3 SCC 119 in which it was held 

that term "family" has to be understood in 

a wider sense so as to  include within its 

fold not only close relations or legal heirs 

but even those persons who may have 

some sort of antecedent title, a semblance 

of a claim or even if they have a spes 

successionis 

The bench drew a corollary with the 

present case as well that the property in 

question was the same as to which the 

decree was passed, and it would thus not 

be required to be registered under Section 

17(2)(vi). 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Government ushered historic increase 

in MSP, doing everything possible to 

double farmers' income: PM Modi 

24-2-21 

Mr Modi’s remarks come on the second 

anniversary of the launch of the PM-

Kisan scheme

 

On the completion of two years of the 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Wednesday said his government ushered a 

historic increase in the Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) for crops and was doing 

everything possible to double the income 

of farmers. 

He also said that over the last seven years, 

the government has taken many initiatives 

for transforming agriculture. 

From better irrigation to more technology, 

more credit and markets to proper crop 

insurance, focus on soil health to 

eliminating middlemen, the efforts are all-

encompassing, he asserted. 
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"On this day, 2 years ago the PM-Kisan 

scheme was launched with an aim to 

ensure a life of dignity as well as 

prosperity for our hardworking farmers, 

who work day and night to keep our nation 

fed. The tenacity and passion of our 

farmers is inspiring," Mr Modi said. 

"Our government had the honour of 

ushering a historic increase in MSP. We 

are doing everything possible to double the 

income of farmers," he said in a series of 

tweets using the hashtag 

#KisanKaSammanPMKisan. 

He also said insightful content could be 

found on the NaMo App, offering a 

glimpse of the work done for farmers. 

The prime minister's remarks come on the 

second anniversary of the launch of the 

PM-Kisan scheme under which a financial 

benefit of ₹6,000 per year is provided to 

small and marginal farmers, payable in 

three equal instalments of ₹2,000 each. 

The fund is transferred directly to the bank 

accounts of the beneficiaries. 

 

The remarks also assume significance as 

they come amid a protest by farmers at 

Delhi's borders with Haryana and Uttar 

Pradesh demanding the rollback of the 

Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, the 

Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 

Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm 

Services Act, and the Essential 

Commodities (Amendment) Act. 

The protesting farmers have expressed 

apprehension that these laws would pave 

the way for the dismantling of the MSP 

system, leaving them at the "mercy" of big 

corporations. 

However, the government has maintained 

that the new laws will bring farmers better 

opportunities and usher in new 

technologies in agriculture. 

Ignoring merit in public job selection 

violation of Constitution: Supreme 

Court 

25-2-21 

 

 

Selections to public employment should 

be on the basis of merit and appointing 

people with lesser merit ignoring those 

who have secured more marks would be 

in violation of the Constitution, the 

Supreme Court has said. 
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 Bench of Justices L Nageswara 

Rao and Indira Banerjee made 

the observation while 

upholding an order of Jharkhand High 

Court which allowed appointment of 43 

persons for post of Police Sub-Inspectors 

on the basis of their merit after authorities 

prepared a revised select list correcting the 

irregularities. 

An advertisement was issued for the 

appointment to the posts of Police Sub-

Inspectors, Attendants (Sergeant) and 

Company Commanders by the Home 

Department of the Government of 

Jharkhand in 2008. 

The final result was published and 382 

candidates were selected but later a High 

Level Committee was constituted by the 

state government to examine the 

irregularities in the selection process. 

Unsuccessful candidates filed petitions in 

the High Court of Jharkhand at Ranchi. 

During the pendency of the petitions in the 

high court, the appointments of 42 

candidates made on the basis of the 

original select list were cancelled. 

As many as 43 people were appointed on 

the basis of the revised select list that was 

prepared in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Committee 

headed by the Director General of Police, 

Jharkhand. 

The High Court had observed that 43 

petitioners cannot be held responsible for 

the irregularities committed by the 

authorities in the matter of their selection 

and there is no allegation of fraud or 

misrepresentation on their part. 

The top court rejected the plea filed by 

some intervenors saying that they have no 

right for appointment to posts beyond 

those advertised. 

“There is no doubt that selections to public 

employment should be on the basis of 

merit. Appointment of persons with lesser 

merit ignoring those who have secured 

more marks would be in violation of the 

Articles 14 and 16 of the Constitution of 

India,” the Bench said in last week’s 

judgment. 

It said that relief granted to 43 petitioners 

is mainly on the ground that they have 

already been appointed and have served 

the State for some time and they cannot be 

punished for no fault of theirs. 

“The intervenors are not similarly situated 

to them and they cannot seek the same 

relief. The other ground taken by the 

intervenors in the petitions before us is that 

relief was denied to them only on the basis 

of a wrong statement made on behalf of 

the State Government that there were no 

vacancies. 
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“No doubt, the intervenors have placed on 

record material to show that there was no 

shortage of vacancies for their 

appointment. One of the reasons given by 

the High Court for not granting relief to 

the intervenors is lack of vacancies. 

However, we are not inclined to direct 

appointment of the intervenors as 

selections pertain to an advertisement 

issued in 2008,” the Bench said. 

Slightly high fare of short distance 

trains to discourage unnecessary travel: 

Railways 

26-2-21 

 

 

A ticket from Amritsar to Pathankot, 

which was priced at ₹25, costs ₹55 now. 

 

fter concerns were raised over a 

rise in the ticket fares of short-

distance passenger trains, the 

railways on Wednesday said the “slightly 

high fares” are only to discourage 

unnecessary travel. 

Since the coronavirus-triggered lockdown 

was eased, the railways is running only 

special trains. It started with long-distance 

trains and now, even short-distance 

passenger trains are being run as special 

trains. 

As a special provision in view of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the fares of these 

trains have been fixed at par with the price 

of unreserved tickets of mail and express 

trains for the same distance, a statement 

from the railway ministry said. 

The railways, which has now started 

operating passenger or local train services, 

has come under fire from daily commuters, 

who are feeling the pinch of the rise in the 

fares. 

For example, a ticket from Amritsar to 

Pathankot costs ₹55 now. Earlier, it was 

priced at ₹25. Similarly, a ticket of a 

passenger DMU between the Jalandhar 

City railway station and Ferozpur costs 

₹60 now, while it used to cost ₹30 earlier. 

“Railways would like to inform that these 

slightly higher fares for passenger and 

other short distance trains had been 

introduced to discourage people from 

avoidable travels and those which are not 

most necessary. 

“Covid is still around and in fact, 

worsening in some states. Visitors from 

many states are being subjected to 

screening in other areas and discouraged to 

travel. Little higher price is to be seen as a 
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pro-active measure of Railways to prevent 

crowding in trains and stop Covid from 

spreading,” the statement said. 

Railways stopped regular train operations 

on March 22, 2020 as a measure to curb 

the spread of the coronavirus and a 

nationwide lockdown was announced on 

March 24, which came into force from the 

next day. 

The railways is constantly increasing the 

number of passenger-carrying trains in a 

graded manner. Full restoration of the 

regular services of passenger trains to the 

pre-COVID times is to be considered 

keeping in view a range of factors and 

operational circumstances. 

 

Currently, the railways has operationalised 

almost 65% of the mail and express trains 

and over 90% of the suburban services as 

compared to the pre-lockdown times. 

On an average, 1,250 mail and express 

trains, 5,350 suburban services and more 

than 326 passenger trains are presently in 

operation on a daily basis. 

The statement from the ministry said the 

short-distance passenger trains account for 

less than three per cent of the total number 

of trains being operated. 

“Keeping in view the prevailing COVID 

situation, after introduction of 

Mail/Express trains, Railways is gradually 

operationalising passenger trains, taking 

all necessary precautions and making 

additional efforts. 

“It may be noted that passenger operations 

have always been subsidised by Railways. 

Normally, Railways bears a loss on every 

journey by a passenger. Officials maintain 

that despite the hike, Railways still 

remained a cheaper option to travel,” it 

added. 

Trains are being run under the most 

challenging circumstances due to COVID-

19 and many are being operated in spite of 

a low occupancy for the benefit of people, 

the railway ministry said. 

 

The railways has also taken special care 

about those travelling by paying the lowest 

fare on trains so that even in the times of 

COVID-19, they bear the least burden. 

Besides other classes, the trains that are 

being run have a large number of “2S” 

(second seating) coaches that have the 

lowest fare in the reserved category. 

Forty per cent of the passengers have 

travelled in the “2S” class in much better 

travelling conditions compared to the pre-

COVID unreserved travelling situations, 

officials said. 
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“With a view to regulate rush at stations 

and in trains, passenger trains are being 

charged slightly more fare than pre-Covid 

times and a close watch is being kept on its 

patronisation. The situation is being 

constantly monitored to ensure restoration 

of services in keeping with the protocols 

necessary to be followed during Covid 

times,” the statement from the ministry 

said. 

The passengers of the long-distance or 

mail and express trains that are being 

operated as special services are, however, 

paying 10 to 30% higher fares since the 

services began post lockdown. 

These fares are being charged under the 

ticket and refund rules of 2015, which 

stipulate a higher fare for special trains. 

Restoring democratic order should be 

the priority of all stakeholders in 

Myanmar: India at UNGA 

27-2-21 

Tirumurti said India believes the rule of 

law and democratic process must be 

upheld, those detained be released and 

that calm prevails. 

estoring democratic order in 

Myanmar should be the priority 

of all stakeholders and the 

detained leaders be released, India has told 

a UN General Assembly meeting, calling 

on the leadership in the Southeast Asian 

nation to work together to resolve their 

differences in a “peaceful and constructive 

manner”. 

India’s Permanent Representative to the 

UN Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti made the 

comments on Friday at an informal 

General Assembly meeting on the situation 

in Myanmar after the military staged a 

coup this month. 

“India shares a land and maritime border 

with Myanmar and has direct stakes in the 

maintenance of peace and stability. The 

recent developments in Myanmar are 

therefore being closely monitored by India. 

We remain concerned that the gains made 

by Myanmar over the last decades on the 

path towards democracy should not get 

undermined,” he said. 

Mr. Tirumurti said India believes the rule 

of law and democratic process must be 

upheld, those detained be released and that 

calm prevails. 

“We call on the Myanmar leadership to 

work together to resolve their differences 

in a peaceful and constructive manner,” he 

said. 

On February 1, the military seized power 

in Myanmar and detained de-facto leader 

Aung San Suu Kyi, President U Win 

Myint and other top political leaders in the 

bloodless coup. 
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Mr. Tirumurti said India, as the largest 

democracy, has always been steadfast in 

its support to the process of democratic 

transition in Myanmar for it to emerge as a 

stable democratic federal union and a 

significant area of New Delhi’s focus has 

been capacity building, including in the 

areas of constitution and federalism for 

political leaders and elected 

representatives. 

“India as a close friend and neighbour of 

Myanmar and its people, will continue to 

closely monitor the situation and will 

remain in discussion with like-minded 

countries so that the hopes and aspirations 

of the people are respected. 

“Restoring democratic order should be the 

priority of all stakeholders in Myanmar,” 

he said, adding that the international 

community must lend its constructive 

support to the people of Myanmar at this 

critical juncture. 

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s ambassador to the 

UN defied the country’s army on Friday 

and issued an impassioned plea at the 

UNGA for immediate international action 

to help overturn the military coup. 

Kyaw Moe Tun, remaining loyal to the 

ousted civilian government, delivered a 

dramatic speech while addressing the 

assembly. 

The envoy said he was representing the 

NLD-led civilian government. 

He denounced the coup and appealed for 

all member states and the UN to strongly 

condemn the military coup, and not 

recognise by any means the military 

regime. 

“In addition to the existing support, we 

need further strongest possible action from 

the international community to 

immediately end the military coup, to stop 

oppressing innocent people, to return the 

state power to the people and to restore 

democracy,” the Myanmar envoy said, 

choking up as he spoke. 

He gave the three-fingered salute adopted 

by protesters in Myanmar and said, “we 

continue to fight for a government which 

is of the people, by the people, and for the 

people.” Special Envoy of the UN 

Secretary-General on Myanmar Christine 

SchranerBurgener urged the General 

Assembly to collectively send a clear 

signal in support of democracy in 

Myanmar. 

“At this moment, democratic processes 

have been pushed aside and elected leaders 

including the State Counsellor and 

President of the Union Republic remain 

detained,” she said. 

Burgener said there is no justification for 

the military’s actions, and “we must 



 

19 
 

continue to call for the reversal of this 

impermissible situation, exhausting all 

collective and bilateral channels to restore 

Myanmar’s path on democratic reform.” 

She further described as “deeply 

troubling” the ongoing arrests of political 

leaders, including elected NLD 

parliamentarians, government officials, 

civil society actors and media 

representatives. “The use of lethal force 

and rising deaths, unacceptable.” Noting 

that “the takeover has not stabilised”, the 

UN official said the international 

community must “not lend legitimacy or 

recognition to this regime”. 

Mr. Tirumurti, addressing the issue of 

displaced persons from the Rakhine state 

of Myanmar, said India has the highest 

stake in resolving the issue of repatriation 

of the displaced persons since it is the only 

country that shares a long border with both 

Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

“We have continued to counsel our 

partners on the need for a balanced and 

constructive approach to this issue. For 

this, mobilisation of support for the 

developmental needs of the local people is 

crucial. India has been consistently 

encouraging stakeholders to find practical 

and pragmatic solutions,” he said. 

Mr. Tirumurti emphasised the need for an 

early resolution of the issue of displaced 

persons from the Rakhine state of 

Myanmar, saying it must be ensured that 

the recent developments in Myanmar do 

not impede the progress made so far and 

the international community must 

encourage and support positive steps. 

POLITICAL NEWS 

PM Modi pushes PPP model for 

‘aatmanirbhar’ health sector 

 

 
 

23-2-21 

M Modi also mentioned that the 

government was aware that 

investing in the health sector 

would also increase employment 

opportunities in the long run 

India is now preparing to be aatmanirbhar 

(self-reliant) in the health sector, with 

focus on the public private partnership 

(PPP) model, to better deal with health 

emergencies and improve access to 

healthcare for all, said Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi while discussing health 

allocation in the Union Budget on 

Tuesday. 
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“The amount allocated for the health sector 

in this year’s budget is unprecedented, and 

is an attempt to provide better healthcare 

services to every citizen of this country. 

The last year was a test, particularly for the 

health sector, but I am happy to announce 

that India managed to pass the test 

successfully as it managed to save lives 

and create testing infrastructure in a few 

months, with currently 2,500 labs active 

for Covid-19 testing and 210 million tests 

administered so far,” said Modi. 

Giving credit to the private sector as well, 

Modi said the successful handling of 

Covid-19 pandemic in India has been 

possible because of the collaboration 

between the government and the private 

sector. 

“Covid-19 has taught us that we don’t 

have to just fight this pandemic but also be 

prepared to handle such epidemics in the 

future. We have to keep India ready for 

any eventuality, which is why it is equally 

important to strengthen the health sector. 

From medical equipment to medicines, 

from ventilators to vaccines, from 

scientific research to surveillance 

infrastructure, and from doctors to 

epidemiologists, we have to focus on each 

and every segment so that we are better 

prepared to deal with any health 

emergency in future,” Modi said. 

He added that PM AtmanirbharSwasth 

Bharat Yojna (PMANSBY) has been 

initiated keeping this focus in mind. 

“Under this scheme, from research to 

testing and treatment, the idea is to 

establish an advanced ecosystem within 

the country. PMANSBY will increase our 

strength in every spectrum. Based on the 

15th finance commission 

recommendations, our local bodies will get 

more than ₹70,000 crore to strengthen 

health sector services. The government’s 

focus is not merely on investing in the 

health sector but also to ensure health 

services are accessible in the remotest 

parts of the country,” he said. 

Modi also mentioned that the government 

was aware that investing in the health 

sector would also increase employment 

opportunities in the long run. 

“The world has noticed India displaying its 

strength in the health sector during the 

pandemic in great detail,. Globally, the 

reputation and trust in India’s health sector 

has reached the next level. We have to be 

future-ready keeping in mind this trust. In 

future the demand for Indian doctors, 

nurses and paramedics globally is going to 

further increase. Made-in-India medicines 

and vaccines have also garnered trust 

among global community. We have to 

make preparations keeping this in mind,” 

said Modi. 
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He also said that India’s medical education 

system will become more popular and 

more students will come to study medicine 

here, and that needs to be encouraged. 

“Due to Covid-19, India gained expertise 

in manufacturing ventilators and other 

equipment. The country will have to act 

fast to be able to handle the global 

demand, especially to make cost-effective 

medical devices that the world needs,” he 

said. 

Emphasising on public-private 

partnerships, Modi said that the 

government’s budget is a catalytic agent 

but it will work better if everyone 

cooperates. 

Modi also said that the government’s 

approach towards the health sector was 

holistic. “Earlier, the health sector was 

handled in a fragmented manner but our 

government has adopted an integrated 

approach towards health, which is why we 

are not merely focusing on treatment but 

also wellness. From prevention to cure, we 

have adopted an integrated approach,” said 

Modi. 

To keep India healthy, Mode added, the 

government has adopted a four-pronged 

strategy. 

“The first strategy is the prevention of 

illness and promotion of wellness, for 

which there have been initiatives such as 

Swachch Bharat Abhiyan, focus on yoga, 

care and treatment facilities for pregnant 

women and newborns, drinking water and 

sanitation etc. The second strategy is to 

make effective and affordable treatment 

accessible for the poorest of the poor, for 

which there are Ayushman Bharat 

insurance and Jan Aushadhi schemes. The 

third focus area is improving health 

infrastructure and increasing the quantity 

and quality of healthcare professionals, for 

which the government has made efforts in 

the past six years to expand AIIMS and 

AIIMS-like institutions in remote states; 

and the fourth strategy is to look for 

solutions in a time-bound manner and in 

mission mode, such as immunisation 

coverage or achieving the tuberculosis 

elimination target of 2025 etc.,” said Modi. 

 

Another focus area, said Modi, is Ayush. 

He added that India’s traditional medicines 

are becoming popular globally, and Ayush 

needs to be expanded further as India’s 

traditional medicines are herb-based with 

no side-effects. 

“It is a moment of pride for India that 

WHO is starting its global centre of 

traditional medicine in India. WHO has 

announced it and it is under process. It is 

time to take accessibility and affordability 

to the next level,” he said. 

Modi also said that the use of advanced 

technologies in the health sector also needs 

to be increased, with a special focus on 

digital health mission. This transformation 
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is necessary for India to become 

aatmanirbhar (self-reliant). 

“India may be called the pharmacy of the 

world, but even today we are reliant on 

foreign countries for raw material of drugs 

and medical devices, which hampers the 

process of providing cheap drugs and 

medical equipment to the poor. We have to 

look for a solution to this problem, as India 

needs to be made self-reliant in this field. 

Steps are being taken, that was also 

mentioned in the budget, and companies 

are being provided production-linked 

incentives for producing raw material for 

drugs and medical devices in the country; 

and mega parks for manufacturing drugs 

and medical devices are also getting a 

good response. We have to reach every 

single citizen,” said Modi. 

India will be working at different levels, be 

it creating wellness centers, district 

hospitals, critical care centers, health 

surveillance infrastructure, advanced 

laboratories, or telemedicine facilities. 

“When center, state governments, local 

bodies and the private sector come 

together then we will get better results. We 

have to devise solutions together and fast 

in the health sector, keeping in mind the 

poor of the country,” said Modi. 

He also said that from April 1 all 

initiatives announced in the Union Budget 

will be implemented across the country, 

and February and March should be used 

for making preparations for implementing 

all initiatives mentioned in the budget. 

Coal mining scam: CBI team questions 

Mamata Banerjee's nephew's wife at 

Kolkata home 

 
23-2-21 

 
 Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) team on 

Tuesday questioned Trinamool 

Congress leader Abhishek 

Banerjee'swife Rujira Banerjee for an hour 

at their home in Kolkata in the alleged 

illegal coal mining scam. 

Ahead of the CBI team's arrival, West 

Bengal chief mister Mamata Banerjee had 

paid a visit to her nephew Abhishek's 

home at Harish Mukherjee Road in 

Kolkata. The TMC supremo was at 

Abhishek's house for around ten minutes. 

 

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee arrives 

at nephew and TMC leader Abhishek 

Banerjee's residence 

On Monday, Rujira Banerjee Naroola 

responding to the CBI summons had told 

A 
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the agency that their officers can come to 

her South Kolkata home on February 23 

between 11 am and 3 pm. She said that she 

was unaware of why the agency wanted to 

question her. 

The CBI on Tuesday reached Abhishek's 

residence just before noon and the 

examination went on for around an hour, 

sources said. The team left around 1.15 pm 

amid a heavy police presence. 

The agency sought the examination of 

Rujira Banerjee to ascertain the details of 

her bank transactions, suspecting a 

connection to the proceeds of the illegal 

coal excavation money, sources said. 

The CBI on Sunday served Rujira and her 

sister, Menaka Gambhir, summons to 

question them in the coal pilferage case. 

On Monday, CBI examined Gambhir at 

her home in the Panchasayar complex, 

Kolkata, where she spoke to the CBI 

officers on her own for nearly three hours. 

CBI officers have unofficially said they 

wanted to question Gambhir on whether 

she was aware of a businessman now 

based in the UAE. This businessman, the 

agency suspects, has received a portion of 

the money from the coal mining scam. 

The developments come months ahead of 

the assembly elections in the state with 

Trinamool Congress alleging it to be a 

political vendetta. 

West Bengal Coal mining scam 

The agency had registered an FIR last 

November, mentioning six persons: prime 

suspect Anup Maji alias Lala and five 

officials of a nationalised mining 

company. 

 

Several other officials of a coal company, 

the CISF, the Railways and other 

departments were under suspicion, the CBI 

has said. 

On November 28, 2020, CBI carried out a 

massive search operation in a number of 

locations across four states -- West Bengal, 

Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Raids were conducted, including at the 

home of Yuva Trinamool leader Vinay 

Mishra, over the next few months. 

 

It is alleged that Anup Maji alias Lala, the 

alleged kingpin of the scam, is involved in 

illegal mining and theft of coal from 

leasehold mines of ECL in Kunustoria and 

Kajora areas, sources said. 

Explained Ideas: Why PM Narendra 

Modi is right about private sector 

wealth creators 
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24-2-21 

 

anjeev Bikhchandani, the co-

founder of Info Edge India Ltd. 

(naukri.com), states that given the 

history of the private sector being regarded 

with ambivalence and mistrust, he was 

pleasantly surprised by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s recent speech in 

Parliament in which the PM openly 

acknowledged the contribution and role of 

the private sector as an important engine of 

growth and employment. 

 

“He didn’t merely extol the virtues of 

wealth creation, he actually eulogised 

wealth creators. His logic was simple: If 

you don’t create wealth you cannot 

distribute it. The creation of wealth is 

essential for growth, employment and the 

reduction of poverty. It took 73 years after 

Independence for a Prime Minister of this 

nation to acknowledge these facts openly 

— a gutsy move and a big departure from 

the past,” writes Bikhchandani. “This 

augurs well for government policy and 

future economic reforms in India.” 

 

Looking back at the change, he points out 

that during the 70s and 80s —the high 

noon of the “Licence Permit Raj” — 

everything was the state’s business. “The 

intelligentsia viewed wealth creators 

pejoratively. Business meant unethical 

practices and evading taxes. Profit was a 

bad word and wealth was evil, even if it 

had been obtained through legitimate 

means and you were paying all your 

taxes,” he writes. 

But, he points out, this discourse “was at 

odds with India’s ethos of respecting 

wealth creators”. It had been possible to be 

in business and be regarded as patriotic 

before 1947. Mahatma Gandhi’s Congress 

worked closely with big business. Sardar 

Patel was unapologetic about his linkages 

with wealth creators. 

 

“India’s successes in many fields in the 

last three decades are linked to the private 

sector. If you look at the industries that 

have created growth, jobs, buzz and hope 

in the last three decades, the vast majority 

have been driven by private enterprise — 

airlines, banks, telecom, insurance, IT 

services, IT-enabled services, internet 

companies and others,” he asserts. 

 

Looking ahead, Bikhchandani sees “a new 

wave” of innovation and enterprise in 

young India. “The success of the Mudra 

S 
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Yojana and Start-up India are living 

testimony to this fact,” he writes. 

 

But he also has a caveat for India’s 

businesses. “Post the open support from 

the Prime Minister, it is also up to the 

private sector to respond — grow your 

business, pursue excellence, follow the law 

of the land and pay your taxes…Become 

good corporate citizens of India, else the 

public narrative might slip back into 

mistrust of the private sector.” 

Abbas Siddiqui’s Indian Secular Front 

Likely to Pose Tough Fight For Mamata 

Banerjee in Nandigram 

 

 

24-2- 21 

 

n yet another political twist in West 

Bengal, Abbas Siddiqui — one of the 

strong Muslim clerics in West Bengal 

and founder of the Indian Secular Front 

(ISF) — is likely to field a candidate 

against Trinamool Congress chief and 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee from 

Nandigram in East Midnapore in the 

upcoming 2021 Assembly polls. 

Nandigram is a crucial seat as 

Banerjee came to power in 2011 riding the 

wave of anti-land acquisition movements 

in Nandigram and Singur. That is why the 

BJP and the Congress-Left Front-ISF 

alliance is trying to corner the chief 

minister in this seat with a strong anti-

incumbency message. 

While BJP is yet to finalise its candidate 

sources said the Congress-Left Front-ISF 

have decided to field a strong ISF 

candidate. Speaking to the News18.com, 

Abbas Siddiqui's brother and chairman of 

ISF Naushad Siddiqui said, “Yes, talks are 

going on between us and the Left-

Congress alliance to field ISF candidate 

against Mamata Banerjee from prestigious 

Nandigram seat.” 

When asked when they are going to 

organise a ‘mega public rally’ in 

Nandigram, he said, “In coming 10-15 

days, we will hold the mega rally and 

before that all the formalities will be done 

as far fielding our candidate is concern. 

Talks are still going on and we will 

announce it officially soon.” 

Siddiqui is an influential cleric of Furfura 

Sharif Darbar Hooghly district's Jangipara. 

His decision to contest the 2021 state 
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elections could be a worry for Banerjee as 

it will inevitably divide the Muslim vote 

share. 

On January 18, Banerjee played a 

masterstroke, declaring she will contest 

from Nandigram (as well as Bhowanipur 

seats) in the upcoming assembly poll in 

2021. 

Then, addressing a huge public rally at 

Tekhali in Nandigram, she said, 

“Nandigram is close to my heart. I can 

forget my name but I cannot forget 

Nandigram. Considering the emotional 

attachment I have with the people of 

Nandigram, today I am announcing that I 

wish to contest the upcoming poll from 

Nandigram.” 

With more than a 31 percent vote 

share, the Muslim vote is undeniably a 

deciding factor for any political party in 

West Bengal. 

It was a deciding factor during the Left 

rule till Banerjee came to power in 2011. 

She knows very well that any significant 

division in the Muslim vote share – a 

deciding factor in nearly 90 Assembly 

segments out of 294 Assembly seats in the 

state – could jeopardise her mission 2021 

Assembly polls. 

In 2019 Lok Sabha, Bengal witnessed a 

polarised voting pattern. The BJP had 

openly played the Hindu card, while the 

TMC banked on the Muslims. Such was 

the polarisation that even the Matuas 

(strong supporters of TMC) voted for BJP 

for raising the citizenship issue. 

While the polarisation came as a concern 

for TMC (as Hindu votes are shying away 

towards BJP), Abbas Siddqui’s 2021 

Assembly poll debut in Bengal, could be a 

boon for BJP due to inevitable division in 

Muslim vote share. 

In 2019, TMC got 43 per cent votes 

(despite losing 12 seats) which is 5 per 

cent more (because of Muslim support) as 

compare to 2014 Lok Sabha. In 2014, 

TMC got 34 seats, while in 2019 it 

managed to secure only 22 seats. 

On the other hand, in 2016 Assembly 

BJP’s vote share was 12 percent and in 

2019 Lok Sabha it went up to 39 percent. 

There was an increase of 27 percent vote 

share mainly because of Hindus coalescing 

towards the BJP. 

In West Bengal, nearly 22 percent 

Muslims lives in Kolkata city while 

majority of them (nearly 67 per cent) lives 

in Murshidabad district. 

West Bengal accounts for the second 

highest Muslim population in India which 

is nearly 2.47 crore, who form nearly 27.5 

per cent of the state’s population. 

https://www.news18.com/news/politics/mamata-banerjee-nandigram-west-bengal-elections-3307259.html
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Row as Patel stadium renamed after 

Modi 

 

 

25-2-21 

n a controversial development, the 

reconstructed Sardar Patel Stadium in 

Motera, near Ahmedabad, was 

rechristened as Narendra Modi Stadium. 

The cricket stadium, which is now the 

world’s largest having a seating capacity 

of 1,32,000, was inaugurated by President 

Ram Nath Kovind on Wednesday. 

Soon after the inauguration, social media 

was flooded with remarks, including by 

leaders of the Congress and other parties, 

who termed the move as an “insult” to 

Sardar Patel. 

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor tweeted: 

“Maybe they just realised the stadium was 

named after a Home Minister who had 

banned their parent organisation! Or is this 

the beginning of a legacy-creation-

through-labelling spree?” 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, without directly 

talking about the stadium, tweeted a Hindi 

quote of Sardar Patel. 

Hitting back, the government released a 

list containing names of 22 sports stadia, a 

national sports award (Rajiv Gandhi Khel 

Ratna) and 17 tournaments and trophies 

named after late Jawahar Lal Nehru, Indira 

Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. 

Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju said 

the list of national institutions and 

complexes named after the Gandhis was 

“very long”. Union Minister Prakash 

Javadekar said only the Motera Stadium 

had been renamed and the complex 

continued to be named after Vallabhbhai 

Patel. 

Earlier addressing the gathering after the 

ceremony, the President said: “The vision 

to build such a world-class stadium was set 

when Narendra Modi was the Chief 

Minister of Gujarat.” He said good sports 

facilities and performance in this field 

were the yardsticks of a nation’s 

development. 

He along with First Lady Savita Kovind 

also performed the bhumipujan of the 

upcoming Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Sports 

Enclave. The facility will have a cycling 

velodrome, aquatic centre, indoor sports 

centre, tennis centre and an athletics-cum-
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football stadium. Located at the Sabarmati 

riverfront, the multi-sports facility will 

also include hotels, retail and food courts. 

 

Elections highlights: DMK-Congress 

meetings are like a corruption 

hackathon, alleges PM in Tamil Nadu 

26-2- 21 

 

 
 

peaking in Tamil Nadu, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi Thursday 

alleged that the meetings between 

DMK and Congress are like “corruption 

hackathons”. “Their leaders sit and 

brainstorm how to loot,” he said. 

Modi also said that the government 

doesn’t want small farmer to feel 

dependent on anyone or feel suffocated 

due to middlemen. “The PM Kisan scheme 

just completed 2 years yesterday. 11 crore 

farmers have gained from this scheme,” he 

added. 

 

Earlier today, the prime minister also 

inaugurated and laid the foundation stone 

of various development projects in 

Puducherry. He inaugurated the projects at 

the Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate 

Medical Education and Research in the 

UT. He is also scheduled to lay the 

foundation stone of multiple infrastructure 

projects worth over Rs 12,400 crore in 

Tamil Nadu’s Coimbatore at around 4 pm. 

In the wake of the upcoming Assembly 

elections in Tamil Nadu, the BJP has 

chalked out an extensive plan to woo small 

backward castes in the Dravidian state as 

part of its efforts to counter its image of an 

upper-caste dominated party from the 

Hindi heartland. 

Meanwhile, addressing a public rally in 

Assam’s Karbi Anglong district Thursday, 

Union Home Ministers said that 

development in Assam in not possible 

without peace in the region.”There can be 

no development without peace. If people 

need employment, healthcare, education, 

home, and electricity, then it cannot be 

done by taking up arms,” he said. 

 

Recently, over 1,000 militants of five 

militant groups of Karbi Anglong district 

had ceremonially laid down arms at an 

event in Guwahati in the presence of state 

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal. 
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Raising the bogey of the ‘foreign hand’ 

feeds into Modi’s ultranationalist 

narrative 

 

 
27-2-21 

 
t is interesting that Modi has fallen 

back on an old trope: Indira Gandhi’s 

“foreign hand’’ theory. At election 

rallies in Assam and Bengal, he sought to 

join the dots between foreign activists and 

“international conspirators’’ out to 

“destabilise’’ India. He even mentioned 

the toolkit which landed 22-year-old 

environmental activist Disha Ravi in jail as 

part of this conspiracy. Raising the bogey 

of the “foreign hand’’ feeds into Modi’s 

ultranationalist narrative. With Article 370 

nullified and the Ram mandir done, he 

needs new talking points to burnish his 

nationalist credentials. International 

conspiracies to break up India, defame 

Indian tea and denigrate yoga is Modi’s 

Hindutva. 

 

There are three years to go for the next 

general election, but Modi is thinking 

ahead. He knows domestic problems are 

piling up, particularly on the economic 

front. He also has a serious military, 

foreign policy and strategic challenge on 

his hands in the form of China. Now, 

another one has appeared, this time from 

the detested liberal lobbies which have 

been reactivated. Modi will have to create 

a toolkit for survival in a post-Trump 

world. 

International criticism of its management 

of the farmers’ agitation has presented an 

unexpected challenge for the Narendra 

Modi government: A perceptible shift in 

mood following former US President 

Donald Trump’s electoral defeat last 

November. Suddenly, activists of all hues 

are back in business after being lampooned 

and marginalised by Trump’s ultra-

nationalist, rightwing politics. 

Human rights, civil rights, democracy, 

climate change, protection of religious 

minorities and a host of other issues that 

constitute a broad liberal agenda have 

become important buzzwords in the new 

world order Trump’s successor Joe Biden 

hopes to shape. Biden listed his foreign 

policy priorities in recent speeches and 

conversations with world leaders. Key 

among them is to uphold democratic 

values and human rights and pursue 

climate change goals which Trump had 
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dumped. In his address to the virtual 

Munich Security Conference on February 

19, Biden warned that “democratic 

progress is under assault’’ and urged 

democracies to confront the notion that 

“autocracy is the best way forward’’. He 

seemed to suggest that there would be 

greater scrutiny of the democratic 

credentials of governments around the 

world. India could well be on the list in the 

light of increasing negative publicity in the 

Western media, especially since it has 

always been feted for its commitment to 

democracy. 

 

Given this backdrop, it was decidedly odd 

that the Modi government chose to come 

out all guns blazing in a bid to silence its 

foreign critics on the farm protests. Not 

only was its irate response to tweets by a 

celebrity pop star, US Vice 

President Kamala Harris’ activist niece 

and others way over-the-top, its decision to 

pursue a case of sedition for a toolkit 

tweeted by the teenage heroine of the 

climate change movement, Greta 

Thunberg, was completely misplaced. But 

the real shocker was Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s confrontational tone in 

Parliament. Heaping scorn on activists, he 

called them andolanjeevi (professional 

protestors) and parjeevi (parasites). And in 

an open snub to activist lobbies abroad, he 

asked the nation to beware of “Foreign 

Destructive Ideology”. 

 

His outburst has pitted him against a 

section of international opinion that wields 

influence in the current administration in 

Washington. These are the lobbies that 

powered Joe Biden to the White House 

and many of them are deeply embedded in 

the Democratic Party. 

 

Although Modi has invested considerable 

time and energy in cultivating western 

movers and shakers and building his 

international brand, it seems he has not 

shaken off the ghosts of the past. The 

liberal opinion that the Democrats 

represent is the very opinion he abhors and 

the one he clashed with many years ago 

when he was denied a visa to the US as 

Gujarat chief minister. 

 

Dial back to 2005. Persistent efforts by 

groups lobbying for human rights and 

religious freedom along with widespread 

negative coverage in the foreign media 

pressured the George Bush administration 

into rejecting Modi’s request for a visa to 

travel to the US. Mind you, this was a 

Republican government, but Democrats in 

the US Congress threw their weight behind 

the anti-Modi lobbies to prevail on 

President Bush despite protests from 

the Manmohan Singh government. It’s an 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/who-is-kamala-harris-us-presidential-elections-2020-6552306/
https://indianexpress.com/about/manmohan-singh/
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insult Modi has neither forgotten nor has 

he forgiven, judging from the anger visible 

in his body language and words when he 

decided to use the floor of the Indian 

Parliament to hit out at activist groups not 

just here but abroad as well. Clearly, 

emotions are running high, suggesting 

worry, bordering on paranoia, that these 

lobbies may target him again. By upping 

the ante, the Modi government has 

attempted to pre-empt this. 

HIGH COURT REJECTS UNION 

MINISTER NITIN GADKARI’S PLEA 

AGAINST ELECTION PETITION 

BOMBAY FILED AGAINST HIS 

ELECTION TO LOK SABHA 

 

he BOMBAY HIGH COURT , 

NAGPUR BENCH dismissed an 

application filed by UNION 

MINISTER NITIN GADKARI, 

challenging an election petition filed 

against him by one , MOHD. NAFIS 

KHAN for submittimg false information 

form and election affidvit . 

A single judge bench of JUSTICE A.S. 

CHANDURKAR allowed the election 

petition to continue after observing that 

two points in its prayer with regards to the 

land solely owned by MR. GADKARI and 

declaration of agriculture as his source of 

income “disclosed material facts and 

necessary cause of action” to challenge to 

the loksabha from consituency No. 10-

Nagpur . However , the bench went ahead 

to strike down other prayers as set out in 

the petition.  

“there is a specific assertion in the 

aforesaid paragraph that according to the 

returned candidate he does not own land 

while his business/occupation is shown as 

agriculture is false . taking the afforesaid 

statements at their face value , it is found 

that there are averments indicating that 

the disclosure made in the affidavit filed 

along with nomination from with regard 

to source of income to be agriculture is 

false . these averments disclose existence 

of material facts and hence cannot be 

struck off as being unnecessary or 

vexatious.” The court observed. 

NAFIS KHAN , GADKARI’S election 

was challenged under sec. 

100(1)(b),100(1)(d)(1)(2)(4) of the 

representation of the people act , 1951. 

The said representation of the people 

act,1951. The said provision states the 

grounds for declaring an election as void. 

“as result of this adjudication the prayer 

made in civil application No. 12/2021 

seeking rejection of the election petition 

cannot be granted . the election petition 

consequently would proceed for trial on 

the basis of the averments that remain 

after the paragraphs as directed to be 
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struck off are so struck off.” the court 

held. 

Senior ADVOCATE SUNIL v. 

MANOHAR and ADVOCATE  D.V. 

CHAUHAN  appeared on behalf of MR. 

NITIN GADKARI whereas ADVOCATE  

S.V.PUROHIT appeared on behalf of the 

petitioner. 

BANKING AND FINANCE NEWS 

Ahead of new ARC formation, Punjab 

National Bank to sell Arcil stake 

23-2-21 

“PNB has initiated a sale process to offer 

its holding of 3,25,06,486 equity shares i.e. 

10.01% of the paid-up equity share capital 

of ARCIL (“proposed transaction”). PNB 

Investment Services Limited is the advisor 

to PNB (referred to as “PNBISL”/ 

“advisor”) for the proposed transaction,” 

PNBISL said in the notice. As the process 

to set up a new national asset 

reconstruction company (ARC) gathers 

steam, Punjab National Bank (PNB) has 

begun the process to exit Asset 

Reconstruction Company (India), also 

known as Arcil. The bank’s investment 

arm on Monday sought expressions of 

interest from potential buyers in a public 

notice.PNB has initiated a sale process to 

offer its holding of 3,25,06,486 equity 

shares i.e. 10.01% of the paid-up equity 

share capital of ARCIL (“proposed 

transaction”). PNB Investment Services 

Limited is the advisor to PNB (referred to 

as “PNBISL”/ “advisor”) for the proposed 

transaction,” PNBISL said in the notice. 

Arcil’s other sponsors are: Avenue India 

Resurgence, State Bank of India, IDBI 

Bank and ICICI Bank. Arcil is an associate 

member of the Indian Bankers’ 

Association. In November 2018, US-based 

Avenue Capital bought a 27% stake in the 

company for an unspecified amount as 

investors IDFC Bank, Ashmore Capital, 

FirstRand Bank, Barclays, Singapore’s 

GIC and Karur Vysya Bank exited it.There 

has been little clarity so far on how the 

new ARC, proposed in the Budget, will be 

funded. While some government officials 

have said that it will be up to banks to put 

in seed money, it is not yet clear which 

banks will actually invest. A detailed 

framework for the ARC is in the works, 

financial services secretary Debasish 

Panda said earlier this month, adding that 

the government will not be putting in any 

money.FE had reported in January that 

bankers plan to seek two exemptions for 

the new ARC. First, relaxation of the 

September 1, 2016 circular which 

effectively requires banks to provide for an 

asset assigned to ARCs as if it were still on 

the bank’s books. The other would be to 

exempt the new ARC from making future 

provisions for assets it buys. IN a recent 

report, SBI’s economic research wing said 
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public sector banks (PSBs) now have a 

provision coverage ratio of around 86% 

(up from 62% in FY18). “This implies that 

the PSBs would have provided for most of 

the bad assets and a wholesale transfer of 

the bad assets to the bad bank is just a 

technical issue and the process of recovery 

and resolution could be carried out much 

better,” the report said. 

SBI JOINS JP MORGAN’S 

BLOCKCHAIN NETWORK 

23-2-21 

tate Bank of India tied up with JP 

Morgan to use the us banks’ block 

chain technology to speed up 

overseas transactions. The tie up is 

expected to reduce SBI customer’s 

transaction costs and time taken for 

payments, sources said. Time taken to 

resolve cross border payments related 

inquiries can be reduced to a few hours 

from up to a fortnight, they said. This will 

help cross border payments reach 

beneficiaries faster and using limited steps. 

We know the first bank of India to go live 

on the network and look forward to 

partnership with JP Morgan on 

implementation and exploring application 

as part of the network to better serve our 

clients, He said. 

The Global banks block chain technology 

is meant for a peer-to-peer network, with 

financial institutions, corporates and 

fintech companies subscribing to it 

internationally. It was very useful for 

speed and control transactions. This link 

gives a security and guarantee for 

unconditional bulk transactions. And it’s 

give secure for our transactions.  

Globally, about 100 banks are now live on 

the network. Many other local lenders, 

both government and private are said to be 

in talks with JP Morgan on the same. 

PAYTM PAYMENT BANK HELPS 2.6 

LAKH FASTAG USERS 

24-2-21 

On Tuesday, Paytm payment bank said it 

has won 82 percent of dispute cases on 

behalf of FASTag users with toll plaza in 

2020 and facilitating refund wrong 

detected toll plaza charges to 2.6 lakh 

customers. The payment bank said it has 

set up an automated dispute management 

process which identifies incorrect 

deduction and immediately raises claims to 

reverse the extra charges. 

The MD and CEO of Paytm Payment 

Bank said in a statement, “It has been our 

endeavour to empower our users with 

seamless and hassle-free travel on road. In 

this quest, we support our users in every 

possible way, including fast redressal of 

any grievance they face with toll plazas” 
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In Now a day many of toll plaza met a 

traffic and this traffic was delaying travel 

and vehicle consume more of fuels. So, 

our government introduce FASTag 

method. Many of bank gives FASTag 

stickers and the one of the FASTag 

distributing bank is Paytm Payment Bank. 

The company continuously strives to 

ensure that customers are always charged 

the correct toll amount. 

Paytm Payments Bank helps 2.6 lakh 

FASTag users get back wrongly 

deducted toll charges 
 

24-2-21 

 

n behalf of FASTag users with 

toll plazas in 2020 and 

facilitated refund of wrongly 

deducted toll charges to 2.6 lakh 

customers. Paytm Payments Bank on 

Tuesday said it has won 82 per cent of 

dispute cases on behalf of FASTag users 

with toll plazas in 2020 and facilitated 

refund of wrongly deducted toll charges to 

2.6 lakh customers. The payments bank 

said it has set up an automated dispute 

management process which identifies 

incorrect deductions and immediately 

raises claims to reverse the extra charges 

Paytm Payments Bank MD and CEO 

Satish Gupta said in a statement, “It has 

been our endeavour to empower our users 

with seamless and hassle-free travel on 

road. In this quest, we support our users in 

every possible way, including fast 

redressal of any grievance they face with 

toll plazas. ”The company continuously 

strives to ensure that customers are always 

charged the correct toll amount, he added. 

Paytm Payments Bank claims to be the top 

issuer and the largest acquiring bank under 

the National Electronic Toll Collection 

programme. 

Markets relying on RBI to support 

FY22 borrowing calendar’ 
 

25-2-21 

 

he rate cycle bottomed out last 

year but without the central bank 

changing its accommodative 

stance. This is the new normal. The rate 

cycle bottomed out last year but without 

the central bank changing its 

accommodative stance. This is the new 

normal. Amandeep Chopra, group 

president and head of fixed income, UTI 

AMC, in an interview with FE’s Urvashi 

Valecha and Malini Bhupta, explains why 

the higher-than-expected fiscal deficit has 

created concerns among market 

participants The Budget has targeted 

growth with a strong fiscal stimulus. The 

fiscal deficit for FY21-22 (BE — 6.8%) is 

much higher than the market expectation 
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of around 5.5%, which has created 

concerns among market participants. There 

doesn’t seem to be that level of demand 

among local investors. Presently, it’s 

unlikely that FPIs will create additional 

demand in FY22. This has already led to 

the yield curve shifting up. The market has 

been able to absorb gross borrowings of 

around `11.6 trillion so far in FY20-21 

only with the help of RBI. Hence, the 

markets are relying on the central bank to 

support the borrowing calendar next year 

as well. The RBI has given a calibrated 

schedule to withdraw liquidity, which will 

align the short-term rates with the 

operative rate (reverse repo). The excess 

liquidity was leading to the 3-month rates 

trading at levels well below the reverse 

repo and creating an aberration in the 

short-term yield curve. The outflows in 

debt funds for January can primarily be 

attributed to outflows in the liquid fund 

categories to the tune of `45,315 crore. As 

a whole, debt funds have seen strong 

inflows to the tune of Rs 2,81,400 crore 

this financial year and I expect the trend to 

continue. 

GOVERNMENT TAKE A STEP TO 

STRENGTHENBANKING SECTOR 

25-2-21 

ur Prime Minister on Friday 

said that the government take a 

step to strengthening the 

Banking sector and how to expand the 

participation of the Private sector and 

strengthen the public sector institutions. 

And he said 10-12 years ago banking and 

the financial sector in the country was 

severely affected the name of aggressive 

lending. “Step have been taken one by one 

to free the country form non transparent 

credit culture” and the government give 

the priority is to ensure that the depositor 

as well as investor experience both trust 

and transparency. 

The old ways and old systems of banking 

and non-banking sectors are being 

changed. I think the Bank Privatization 

lead to growing economy and get a 

peoples trust and good experience for 

investor and depositor. Private enterprises 

are being promoted wherever possible, 

still, along with this, an effective 

participation of the public sector in 

banking and insurance is still needed by 

the country. My opinion of this news was 

our Prime Minister speech leads to Bank 

Privatization. Many of people’s emphasis 

to waiting a Bank Privatization. 

Federal Bank launches digital platform 

for savings bank accounts 

26-2-21 
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ederal 24 7 enables a complete, 

paperless and instant digital 

savings account opening sitting 

anywhere in India with just PAN and 

Aadhaar number.Federal Bank has 

announced the launch of Federal 24 7, an 

end-to-end digital platform that will help 

in opening and managing savings bank 

accounts without having to visit the 

branch. Federal 24 7 enables a complete, 

paperless and instant digital savings 

account opening sitting anywhere in India 

with just PAN and Aadhaar number. 

Through Federal 24 7, customers can 

experience state-of-the-art video KYC 

based account opening, the bank 

said.Additionally, this platform offers all 

the features that would provide potential 

customers with a convenient, hasslefree 

and paperless banking experience from the 

comfort of homes. The bank will issue 

personalised ATM-cum-debit card to all 

the new account holders of instant saving 

bank accounts. ShaliniWarrier, executive 

director, chief operating officer and 

business head – retail, said: “…As the 

name suggests, this platform is designed to 

be always available to meet the needs of 

our customers.” “The launch is in line with 

the bank’s “Digital at the fore, human at 

the core” strategy of offering customers 

more convenience through digital 

processes and solutions and is based on the 

guidelines of the RBI’s video-KYC 

norms.” Once the process is complete, the 

account holder will get his/her account 

activated instantly and can start transacting 

immediately. 

RHFL defaults on around Rs 100-cr 

repayments in December 

 

Lenders had earlier signed inter-creditor 

agreement (ICA) to resolve Reliance 

Home Finance as per June 7, 2019, 

circular of the Reserve Bank of India. 

However, no final resolution has been 

reached so far.Reliance Home 

Finance (RHFL) has defaulted on 

repayments of around Rs 100 crore to 

lenders for December 2020, according to 

different disclosures on the stock 

exchanges. The mortgage lender was not 

able to make timely repayments to Bank 

of Baroda, Punjab National 

Bank, ICICI Bank, HDFC 

Bank, Canara Bank, Bank of India 

and Indian Bank, among others The total 

borrowings from banks and financial 

institutions stood at Rs 4,280 crore as on 

January 29, 2021. Lenders had earlier 

signed inter-creditor agreement (ICA) to 

resolve Reliance Home Finance as per 

June 7, 2019, circular of the Reserve Bank 

of India. However, no final resolution has 

been reached so far.Reliance Home 

Finance has also disclosed that it has net 

cash (including cash equivalent, liquid 

F 
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mutual fund investments, fixed deposits, 

etc) of more than Rs 1,000 crore. The 

company has cited legal hurdles for the 

delay in debt servicing. “The delay in debt 

servicing is due to prohibition on the 

company to dispose of, alienate, encumber 

either directly or indirectly or otherwise 

part with the possession of any assets, 

pursuant to order dated November 20, 

2019 passed by the Hon’ble Delhi High 

Court in the matter of OMP(I) COMM. 

420/2/019,” Reliance Home Finance 

said.The net loss of the company widened 

more than four times during the December 

quarter (Q3FY21) to Rs 339.55 crore, 

compared with Rs 73.52-crore loss during 

the December quarter last year. Total 

income more than halved to Rs 175 crore, 

compared with Rs 442 crore in December 

2019. Chartered accountants of the 

company Dheeraj and Dheeraj said, “The 

company’s ability to meet its obligation 

dependent on material uncertain events 

including restructuring of loan portfolio 

and the resolution of its debt under the 

ICA and revival of housing finance 

business. “The parent company of the 

mortgage lender, Reliance Capital, had 

also defaulted 49 times on repayments of 

non-convertible debentures since April 

2020. 

EPF interest taxation: Here's how TDS 

will be calculated on interest earned on 

contribution beyond Rs 2.5 lakh 

27-02-21 

 

ew Delhi: Budget 2021 left 

some taxpayers unsatisfied as 

there were no rate cuts or 

standard deduction limit hike. This Budget 

has left income-tax rates and slabs 

unchanged. While the Finance Minister did 

not announce any hike in super-rich 

surcharge, she found a way to tax the rich 

and super-rich by taxing the interest earned 

on Employee's Provident Fund (EPF) 

contributions in excess of Rs 2.5 lakh in a 

financial year. 

The finance ministry has not yet clarified 

how exactly the interest would be 

computed and taxed. However, it is clear 

that if your EPF and voluntary provident 

fund (VPF) annual contributions go 

beyond Rs 2.5 lakh, then the tax on 

interest will be the same as the income tax 

rate (including surcharge, if any) 

applicable to you. 

Note that the government's move to tax 

interest earned over Rs 2.5 lakh annual 

contribution to provident fund faced huge 

criticism following which the Centre said 

that the benefit of high tax-free returns was 

accruing to high net worth individuals 
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(HNIs) though PF was meant for workers. 

Among HNIs, the highest corpus that one 

individual has in his PF account is Rs 103 

crore followed by one holding Rs 86 crore. 

The top 20 HNIs have a balance of Rs 825 

crore in their retirement fund while the top 

100 have a balance of Rs 2,000 crore, a 

ToI report mentioned citing official 

sources. 

How TDS will be calculated: 

While no details have been shared by the 

tax department or government so far as to 

how TDS will be applicable on interest 

earned on contributions above Rs 2.5 lakh, 

calculations show that if an individual's 

annual basic salary is close to Rs 21 lakh 

or more, they will come under the EPF tax 

net. 

For instance, if an individual's annual basic 

pay is Rs 22 lakh, it would mean that they 

would have contributed Rs 2.64 lakh (12 

percent) to EPF, Rs 14,000 above the 

annual Rs 2.5-lakh tax-exempt threshold. 

Assuming 8.5 per cent payout - which is 

the interest rate on EPF - the interest 

earned on the excess Rs 14,000 will be Rs 

1,190. For those falling in the 30 per cent 

tax bracket, an amount of Rs 371 (30 per 

cent tax plus 4 per cent cess) will also have 

to be paid. 

Aarti Raote, Partner, Deloitte India, 

explained, "This amendment would impact 

employees having a PF salary (i.e. Basic + 

DA+ Retaining allowance) in excess of Rs 

20 lakhs and if we presume that this is at 

least 50% of the employee's total 

remuneration, then his total salary would 

be in the range of Rs 40 lakhs or more. 

Hence such employees would need to face 

the tax cut on interest earnings going 

forward. Thus while the PF scheme is still 

attractive for the lower-income group, it 

does take off the sheen for the higher 

income group.". 

The first Rs 2.5 lakh contribution will earn 

8.5% tax-free interest for next year as well 

assuming EPF interest rates remain 

unchanged. If your EPF contributions 

increase to Rs 3 lakh, the post-tax interest 

yield from EPF will be 8%. As per reports, 

EPF returns will fall to 5.7% if annual 

contributions to EPF and VPF together 

remains between Rs 36-48 lakh, assuming 

the taxable income of the individual is 

close to Rs 1 crore but not beyond it. 

The tax on interest for such individuals 

will be 30% plus 10% surcharge. For 

contributions of Rs 60 lakh, it has been 

assumed that income of the individual is 

between Rs 1 crore and Rs 2 crore, which 

attracts 30% tax along with 15% 

surcharge. High contributions of Rs 1.2 

crore annually, assumed to be in the Rs 2-5 

crore income slab (30% tax plus 25% 

surcharge), and Rs 2.5 crore annually, 
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assumed to be earning above Rs 5 crore 

(30% tax plus 37% surcharge). 

According to Kush Vatsaraj, Associate, TP 

Ostwal& Associates LLP, "The proposed 

amendment will not affect anyone making 

contributions to PPF accounts since there 

is already an annual cap of Rs 1.5 lakh. 

Salaried persons who make contributions 

to their PF scheme in excess of Rs 1.5 

lakhs per annum will also not be affected 

since they can only claim a deduction of 

up to Rs 1.5 lakh under section 80C, and 

the excess contribution is already taxable 

as salary income." 

"However, it is seen that high-salaried 

employees are making huge contributions 

to their PF accounts, even though their 

contributions are taxable beyond Rs 1.5 

lakh per annum (under section 80C). This 

is because the interest accrued on the 

entire contribution is still exempt. This 

amendment seeks to reduce such 

disproportionate benefit, and going 

forward even the interest income earned on 

the amount contributed in excess of Rs 2.5 

lakh will be taxable. To reiterate, this 

amendment applies only to interest income 

on the amount of contribution in excess of 

Rs 2.5 lakh by salaried persons as part of 

their PF scheme and does not affect PPF 

contributions," he explained 

IOB SIGNS CORPORATE AGENCY 

PACT WITH SBI GENERAL 

INSURANCE 

27-2-21 

ublic sector Indian Overseas Bank 

has signed a corporate agency 

agreement with SBI General 

Insurance to retail its insurance products to 

bank customers, a top official said on 

Friday. Indian Overseas Bank has signed a 

bank assurance agreement for distribution 

of non-life offerings with SBI General 

Insurance to offer a range of general 

insurance solutions and innovative 

products to the customers of the bank. 

"We are delighted to partner with one of 

the leading players in general insurance 

businesses-SBI General Insurance. We 

will efficiently nurture it to be a long 

running mutually beneficial relationship", 

the bank's Managing Director 

ParthaPratim Sengupta said. 

The tie-up would help expand the bouquet 

of insurance product to customers, Gupta, 

who is also the CEO, said. 

The partnership would improve 

penetration in urban, tier II and III markets 

and also create awareness about personal 

lines of insurance to customers, Sengupta 

said. 
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Indian Overseas Bank has over 3,200 

branches across the country and also has a 

presence overseas. 

ECONOMICS NEWS 

India's economy likely returned to 

growth last quarter. 

24-2-2021 

 

 

ndia's economy is likely to have 

returned to growth in the December 

quarter due to the easing of restrictions 

on movement after the rst wave of the 

coronavirus epidemic peaked, a Reuters 

poll predicted. The median forecast from a 

survey of 58 economists, conducted 

between Feb. 18- 24, put year-on-year 

growth at 0.5% in the December quarter, 

as the economy stabilised after contracting 

23.9% and 7.5% in April-June and July-

Sept quarters respectively. "We forecast a 

mild expansion in the December quarter 

owing to strong resumption in economic 

activity, festival led consumer spending 

and modest recovery in manufacturing," 

said Rini Sen, economist at ANZ. "We 

believe services likely spearheaded 

growth." The previous poll, taken a month 

ago, had predicted a 2.0%contraction. 

However, the wide range of forecasts in 

the latest poll - from a contraction of 4.7% 

to a 2.6% expansion - underscores the 

uncertainty. India has reported the second 

highest number of coronavirus cases, 

lagging only behind the United States, but 

it is widely accepted that infections are far 

higher than oicially recorded. The 

economic recovery has been aided by the 

government's spending plan and its 

commitment to not bring its scaldecit 

down to pre-pandemic levels for at least ve 

years, and by the Reserve Bank ofIndia's 

pledge to keep monetary policy 

accommodative. "Pent-up goods demand 

supported by elevated nancial savings have 

led to a rise in manufacturing. Alongside 

this, a strong pick-up in government 

spending on social welfare schemes and 

capital expenditure has also helped," noted 

economists at HSBC. The central bank 

slashed its key repo rate by 115 basis 

points last year and has since held it steady 

at 4%. "We expect liquidity normalisation 

to be calibrated and incremental during the 

course of the year. No change is expected 

Minutes of the last RBI monetary policy 

committee meeting showed optimism for a 

recovery, but concerns have increased 

about a second wave of infections and 
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renewed lockdowns in a few areas in the 

state of Maharashtra, which accounts for 

about 16% of India's economic output. 

 

RECESSION, HOW IT’S HAPPENED: 

 

24-02-2021 

 recession is a significant 

economic downturn spread 

across the country. It is defined 

as a period when GDP (Gross domestic 

Product), this prevailing line thought was 

popularized by economic Julius Siskin in 

1974.In a recession you may feel these 

compounding effects a few different ways. 

It is significant in decline in economic 

activity. Additionally, the National Bureau 

of Economic Research (NBER) defines a 

recession as "a significant decline in 

economic activity spread across the 

economy, lasting more than a few 

months…”1  The NBER is the private non-

profit that announces when recessions start 

and stop. It is the national source for 

measuring the stages of the business cycle. 

The six indicators are there for measuring 

the recession. 

                                 1. Real Income 

                                   2. Employment 

                                   3. Manufacturing 

                                   4. Monthly GDP  

                                    5. Whole sale trade 

                                    6.Real GDP 

 In many recessions, people lose their 

homes when they can't afford the 

mortgage payments. Young people can't 

get a good job after school which can 

throw off a person's entire care.A good 

example is the Great Recession. 

Beginning in December 2007 and ending 

in June 2009, real GDP declined in the 

first, third, and fourth quarters of 2008 and 

in the first quarter of 2009.It is one of the 

best examples for a recession. 

Manufacturing - to make India a hub, 

technology, policy could be the drivers. 

 

25-2-2021 
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ndia has the third largest startup 

ecosystem in the world. > It is the 

largest exporter of generic 

pharmaceuticals. > When it comes to 

exports of cars, it does not even rank in the 

top 15. > Overall, India's manufacturing 

sector makes up around 17% of the GDP. 

> The services sector makes up over 65%. 

Individually, these numbers might not 

make much sense but put them in context, 

and there is a big problem staring right at 

us. Experts have argued about it, the 

government has put its might behind it, but 

the manufacturing sector in the country 

needs more than just incentives and tax 

breaks. That is the question which brought 

together a host of experts over three 

discussions at the ET India Inc Boardroom 

– the manufacturing sector in India, what 

needs to be done to make the country a 

manufacturing hub and how can 

technology help there, as well as the 

seemingly never-ending debate on Make in 

India versus assemble locally or import 

altogether. ET India Inc Boardroom, 

presented by TXN NXT powered by 

NPCI, brings together industry leaders, 

policy makers and economists to discuss 

and deliberate key sectors of the economy. 

Over the ve-day conclave, experts uncover 

trends and challenges in the BFSI, Retail, 

Manufacturing and MSMEs sectors, as 

well as the economy as a whole. Indian 

manufacturing, for decades, has been 

operating at a growth rate of 6-8% a year. 

But the real issue is that it is not enough. 

Double-digit growth in manufacturing is 

required if the $5 trillion economy target is 

to be met, said Maruti Suzuki Chairman 

RC Bhargava in a reside chat. Kamal Bali, 

President and MD, Volvo Group India, 

said for his company, India is the engine 

manufacturing hub, but there are many 

other sectors where demand is low, which 

has kept out localisation. On the 

government's initiatives, he said 'ease of 

doing business' was on the right path, but 

there were several reforms needed to boost 

manufacturing. He also said $4 trillion 

global value chain would rebalance in the 

near future, creating a huge opportunity for 

India. Suvojoy Sengupta, Partner, 

McKinsey & Company, added that India 

has a good technological backbone, but 

what it needs to focus on is technology. He 

said the government could help here by 

setting up digital capabilities centres and 

making manufacturing a technological 

mission. R&D push There is a strong 

dierence between research carried out in 

India versus overseas, said Alok Nanda, 

CTO GE South Asia & CEO GE India 

Technology Centre, GE Global Research. 

There is innovation for today, tomorrow 

and for the future. Indian companies invest 
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their funds in innovation for today and 

tomorrow, but research for the future is 

lacking. The world over, long term 

innovation has participation from the 

government, academia and the industry. 

However, In India, industry participation is 

lacking, which needs to change. What we 

have is a good number of problem 

statements to be solved. Large companies 

have R&D centres based out of India, 

doing research for global markets, said 

Sanjeev Sharma, MD and CEO, ABB 

India and South Asia. He added that IoT, 

digitalisation, automation, and robotics is 

the future of manufacturing. For the 

country to be a manufacturing hub, there 

needs to be mass customisation, focus on 

technologies such as IoT and 3D, and 

companies need to adhere to compliance 

standards. "Manufacturing has to be 

environmentally friendly, socially 

inclusive, economically eicient, morally 

ethical," said Kamal. They also agreed on 

the important role MSMEs have, and will 

increasingly play, in setting up 

manufacturing. MSMEs, they said, have 

access to technology, making them the 

ideal growth drivers. Guenter Butschek, 

CEO and MD, Tata Motors, Narayan 

Krishnamohan, MD, BASF India, Ramesh 

Ramadurai, MD, 3M India and Sandeep 

Makkar, MD, Johnson & Johnson Medical 

India, in their session, spoke about other 

aspects to making India a manufacturing 

hub. "We have among the most expensive 

power on the planet," said Ramesh, while 

Guenter emphasised streamlining logistics. 

Sandeep laid out some important factors 

for the medical manufacturing sector. 

Resiliency in healthcare is critical, as seen 

with the pandemic. Constant demand for 

healthcare, a low doctor-patient and nurse-

patient ratio, and almost no skilled labour 

for manufacturing medical devices means 

there is a Signiant opportunity for 

specialised manufacturing and upskilling 

of people in the sector. “Upskilling to get 

to medtech, compliance, and quality 

standards are of utmost importance, and 

we have to change the 'chaltahai' culture,” 

he said. He also said creating a skilled 

supplier base and increasing the number of 

women who occupy management roles in 

manufacturing companies will go a long 

way in improving the sector. 

TRADE POLICIES: 

26-02-2021 

rade policydefines standards, 

goals, rules and regulations that 

pertain to trade relations between 

countries. These policies are specific to 

each country and are formulated by its 

public officials. Their aim is to boost the 

nation’s international trade. A country’s 

trade policy includes taxes imposed on 
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import and export, inspection regulations, 

and tariffs and quotas. 

 

TRADE POLICY AND 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: 

As open market economy prevails in most 

developed countries, international 

economic organizations support free trade 

policies while developing nations prefer 

partially shielded trade practices to protect 

their local industries. Today’s era of 

globalization depends on sound trade 

policies to reflect market changes, 

establish free and fair-trade practices and 

expand the possibilities for booming 

international trade. 

TYPES OF TRADE POLICIES: 

1. National trade policy 

2. Bilateral Trade Policy 

3. International Trade Policy 

Constituents of Trade Policy: 

1. Tariffs:  

Every country has the right to impose 

taxes on imported and exported goods. 

Some nations levy heavy tariffs on 

imported goods to protect their local 

industries. High import taxes inflate the 

prices of imported goods in local markets, 

ensuring that local products are more 

sought after. 

 

2. Trade barriers: 

 They are state-imposed restrictions on 

trading a particular product or with a 

specific nation. Some of the most 

common forms of trade barriers are 

tariffs, duties, subsidies, embargoes and 

quotas. 

 

3. Safety:  

This determinant ensures that only high-

quality products are imported in the 

country. Public officials can lay down 

inspection regulations to ensure that the 

imported product conform to the set 

safety and quality standards. 

GDP grows 0.4 per cent in December 

quarter, India exits technical recession. 

26-2-2021 
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ndia’s GDP grew 0.4% in Q3 of FY21, 

helping the economy out of a technical 

recession after two consecutive quarters of 

degrowth. The economy witnessed a GDP 

contraction of 24% and 7.5% in Q1 and 

Q2 of FY21, respectively. GDP at constant 

(2011-12) prices in Q3 of 2020-21 is 

estimated at Rs 36.22 lakh crore, as against 

Rs 36.08 lakh crore in Q3 of 2019-20. The 

growth in GDP during 2020-21 is 

estimated at (-)8% as compared to 4% in 

2019-20, as per the press release. FY21 

GVA growth is seen at (-)6.5%. Today’s 

GDP numbers, along with January 

business activity, show indications of a 

recovery despite an uptick of Covid-19 

cases in the past few weeks. Services 

activity rose for the fourth month in 

January, while exports and factory activity 

also continued to expand. The Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) sees India growing at 

10.5% during FY22, while the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

expects India to grow at 11.5%. The 

Economic Survey forecasted GDP to rise 

11% during the same period. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

Italian ambassador killed in DR Congo 

attack 

22.02.2021  

 

 

ttanasio, 43, represented Italy 

in Kinshasa since 2017. 

Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio, a 

policeman, and their driver killed after a 

UN convoy was attacked near the town of 

Kanyamahoro. 

Italy’s ambassador to the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, an Italian 

policeman, and their Congolese driver 

were killed in an ambush on a United 

Nations convoy in eastern DRC on 

Monday. 

Luca Attanasio died alongside an Italian 

soldier after their car was attacked as they 

traveled in a UN convoy in the eastern part 

of the country. 

"It is with deep sorrow that the Farnesina 

confirms the death, today in Goma, of the 

Ambassador of Italy to the Democratic 

Republic of Congo Luca Attanasio and of 

a soldier from the Carabinieri," the 

ministry said in a statement. 

I 

A 



 

46 
 

Italy's Prime Minister, Mario Draghi has 

put out a statement expressing his 

condolences to the families of the Italian 

ambassador and the soldier, named as 

Vittorio Iacovacci. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) said 

in a statement that one of its drivers was 

killed in the attack. 

Others in the convoy also sustained 

injuries, according to the UN agency. 

The road had previously been cleared for 

travel without security escorts, WFP said, 

and the agency is now looking for further 

information from local authorities to 

explain what went wrong. 

“The circumstances of this brutal attack 

are not yet known and no effort will be 

spared to shed light on what happened,” Di 

Maio said, paying tribute to the victims. 

UK UBER DRIVERS ARE WORKERS 

NOT SELF-EMPLOYED  

21-02-2021 

K Supreme Court Rejects Uber’s 

appeal, has ruled that  drivers 

must be treated as workers rather 

than self-employed, A decision which 

means they could be entitled to a minimum 

wage and holiday pay. 

Uber loses UK Supreme court battle on 

driver’s right. Thousands of uber drivers in 

the UK are to receive a minimum wage 

and holiday pay in a landmark ruling.  

Uber now faces a huge compensation bill 

and the ruling could have far-reaching 

consequences for people working in the 

gig economy. The court case has been a 

thorn in the side of uber for years but the 

ruling is final with no chance to appeal.  

The decision marks the end of a five-year 

legal battle. Uber had argued that 40,000 

drivers were self-employed and in effect 

running their businesses. The court found 

that they were employees and uber must 

pay them the benefits workers are entitled 

to. 

The case is likely to have very significant 

implications for many other workers in the 

UK. 

The court also ruled on Friday that drivers 

are working from the time they turn on 

Uber's app, rather than only when 

transporting passengers, as the company 

had argued. The decision could have 

significant consequences for how the 

company conducts business and how many 

drivers it allows on its app. 

"We respect the Court's decision which 

focused on a small number of drivers who 

used the Uber app in 2016. Since then we 

have made some significant changes to our 

business, guided by drivers every step of 

the way. These include giving even more 
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control over how they earn and providing 

new protections like free insurance in case 

of sickness or injury," said Jamie 

Heywood, Uber's regional general 

manager for Northern and Eastern Europe. 

China court orders man to pay wife for 

housework in landmark case 

 24-02-2021 

 Beijing divorce court has 

ordered a man to compensate 

his wife for the housework she 

did during their marriage, in a landmark 

ruling. 

The woman will receive 50,000 yuan 

($7,700; £5,460) for five years of unpaid 

labour. 

The case has generated a huge debate 

online over the value of domestic work, 

with some saying the compensation 

amount was too little. 

The ruling comes after China's 

introduction of a new civil code. 

According to court records, the man 

identified by his surname Chen had filed 

for divorce last year from his wife, 

surnamed Wang, after getting married in 

2015. 

She was reluctant to divorce at first, but 

later requested financial compensation, 

arguing that Chen had not shouldered any 

housework or childcare responsibilities for 

their son. 

Beijing's Fangshan District Court ruled in 

her favour, ordering him to pay her 

monthly alimony of 2,000 yuan, as well as 

the one-off payment of 50,000 yuan for the 

housework she has done. 

The presiding judge told reporters on 

Monday that the division of a couple's 

joint property after marriage usually 

entails splitting tangible property. "But 

housework constitutes intangible property 

value," said the judge. 

The ruling was made according to the new 

civil code in the country, which came into 

effect this year. Under the new law, a 

spouse is entitled to seek compensation in 

a divorce if he or she bears more 

responsibility in child raising, caring for 

elderly relatives, and assisting partners in 

their work. 

Previously, divorcing spouses could only 

request such compensation if a prenuptial 

agreement had been signed - an 

uncommon practice in China. 

On social media, the case sparked heated 

debate, with a related hashtag on 

microblogging platform Weibo viewed 

more than 570 million times. 

Nepal’s Supreme Court orders 

reinstatement of Parliament 
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24-2-21 

 

epal’s Supreme Court on 

Tuesday ordered the 

reinstatement of the country’s 

Parliament after it was dissolved by Prime 

Minister KP Sharma Oli. The order came 

in response to several cases filed with the 

court charging that the PM’s decision to 

dissolve the legislature was 

unconstitutional. Oli had ordered to hold 

new elections amid unrest within his 

governing Nepal Communist Party.The 

order will cause political trouble for Oli 

since he will not have a majority of votes 

in a reinstated Parliament.The court said a 

meeting of the reinstated Parliament must 

be called within 13 days. 

Oli became prime minister after the party 

won elections three years ago. Oli’s party 

and the party of former Maoist rebels had 

merged to form a strong Communist party 

to win the elections.However, there has 

been a power struggle between Oli and the 

leader of the former Maoists rebels, 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, who is also co-chair 

of the party. The two had previously 

agreed that they would split the five-year 

prime minister’s term between them, but 

Oli has refused to allow Dahal to take 

over. 

Since Parliament's dissolution in 

December, there have been regular street 

protests against Oli by tens of thousands of 

people in Kathmandu and other cities. Oli 

decided to dissolve Parliament and hold 

new elections because of an escalating 

feud within his governing Nepal 

Communist Party.A splinter group led by 

Dahal is organizing the street protests and 

his supporters are among those who filed 

cases with the Supreme Court. Other 

opposition parties have repeatedly accused 

Oli’s government of corruption, and his 

administration has faced criticism over its 

handling of the coronavirus. Oli also has 

been accused of moving closer to China 

and drifting away from Nepal’s traditional 

partner, India, since taking power. This has 

caused problems between India and Nepal. 

Covid: WHO scheme Covax delivers 

first vaccines 

 25-02-2021 
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The WHO and Unicef said the delivery 

was a momentous occasion 

 

 

hana has become the first 

country to receive coronavirus 

vaccines through the Covax 

vaccine-sharing initiative. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 

programme aims to ensure that vaccines 

are shared fairly among all nations. 

Covax is aiming to deliver about two 

billion doses of Covid-19 vaccines 

globally by the end of the year. 

Many rich nations, which began their own 

vaccinations months ago, have faced 

criticism for buying or ordering more 

vaccines than they need. 

A total of 600,000 doses of the vaccine 

developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford 

University and produced by the Serum 

Institute of India arrived in Ghana's capital 

Accra on Wednesday. 

Vaccinations are expected to start there 

next week, with prioritised groups such as 

health workers, people over 60, people 

with underlying health conditions, and 

senior officials. 

In a joint statement, the WHO and the 

United Nations children's fund (Unicef) 

said it was a momentous occasion and 

"critical in bringing the pandemic to an 

end". 

What is Covax? 

So far, richer countries have been able to 

buy far more Covid jabs than poorer ones. 

The Covax scheme was set up by the 

WHO, the Gavi vaccines alliance and the 

Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations (CEPI) to try to prevent 

poorer countries from being pushed to the 

back of the queue. 

The programme is designed so that richer 

countries buying vaccines agree to help 

finance access for poorer nations, too. 

 

It hopes to deliver more than two billion 

doses to people in 190 countries in less 

than a year. In particular, it wants to ensure 

92 poorer countries will receive access to 
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vaccines at the same time as 98 wealthier 

countries. 

It aims to reach up to 20% of the 

populations of poorer countries, at no cost 

to their governments. 

Most African countries are intended 

recipients of Covax, but a number of them 

such as Senegal have been making 

provisions for vaccines outside the 

initiative. 

Biden revokes Trump ban on many 

green card applicants         

26-2-21 

 

S President Joe Biden has 

revoked an order from his 

predecessor that blocked many 

green card applicants from entering the 

country. Former President Donald Trump 

issued the ban last year, saying it was 

needed to protect US workers amid high 

unemployment due to the pandemic. Biden 

said it prevented families from reuniting in 

the US and harmed businesses.In October, 

a federal judge in California blocked 

Trump's ban on those foreign guest 

workers as it affected hundreds of 

thousands of U.S. businesses that fought 

the policy in court. 

As many as 1, 20,000 family-based 

preference visas were lost largely because 

of the pandemic-related freeze in the 2020 

budget year, according to the American 

Immigrant Lawyers Association. 

Immigrants could not bring over family 

members unless they were US citizens 

applying for visas for their spouses or 

children under the age of 21.It also barred 

entry to immigrants with employment-

based visas unless they were considered 

beneficial to the national interest such as 

healthcare professionals. 

Meanwhile, Biden has proposed legislation 

that would limit presidential authority to 

issue future bans against immigrants. The 

president has not said whether there will 

be any redress for visa lottery winners who 

lost out because of the pandemic-era 

policies of Trump. But he is calling for the 

US to increase the number of diversity 

visas available via the lottery each year 

from 55,000 to 80,000, according to AP. 

Biden, a Democrat, has pledged to reverse 

many of Trump's hardline immigration 

policies. Immigrant advocates had pressed 

in recent weeks for him to lift the visa ban, 

which was set to expire on March 
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31.Biden left in place another ban on most 

foreign temporary workers. 

Johnson and Johnson vaccine: FDA 

finds the single-shot jab 

26-2-21 

US regulators have found the single-shot 

Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine 

is safe and effective. 

 

 

t paves the way for it to become the 

third Covid-19 vaccine to be 

authorised in the US, possibly within 

days. 

The vaccine would be a cost-effective 

alternative to the Pfizer and 

Modernavaccines, and can be stored in a 

refrigerator instead of a freezer. 

Trials found it prevented serious illness 

but was 66% effective overall when 

moderate cases were included 

The briefing document published by the 

US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

gives more detail on the data submitted by 

Janssen, a pharmaceutical branch of 

Johnson & Johnson, to the regulator. The 

FDA concludes that the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine has "known benefits" in 

reducing both symptomatic and severe 

illness. 

It comes after the firm released data last 

month. 

Results from trials conducted in the US, 

South Africa and Brazil found its efficacy 

against the worst outcomes of the virus 

was "similarly high" but overall protection 

was lower in South Africa and Brazil, 

where virus variants have become 

dominant. 

Data showed it was more than 85% 

effective at preventing serious illness, but 

only 66% effective overall when moderate 

cases were included, when considering 

cases at least 28 days after vaccination. 

Notably, there were no deaths among 

participants who had received the vaccine 

and no hospital admissions after 28 days 

post-vaccine. 

An external committee of experts will 

meet on Friday to recommend whether the 

FDA should authorise the vaccine, 

possibly adding to a coming surge in 

vaccine availability in the US. The US 

would be the first country in the world to 

approve the vaccine. 

A White House official said the 

administration anticipated distributing at 
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least three million doses of the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine next week, should it 

receive emergency authorisation from the 

FDA. 

The company says it plans to deliver 20 

million doses in total by late March, in line 

with an agreement to supply the US with 

100m doses by the end of June. 

Not only will the vaccine require fewer 

doses than its two-shot Pfizer and 

Moderna counterparts, it will also require 

fewer vaccine appointments and medical 

staff as a result. 

The company has agreed to provide the US 

with 100 million doses by the end of June. 

The UK, EU and Canada have also ordered 

doses and 500 million doses have also 

been ordered through the Covax scheme to 

supply poorer nations. 

China Prez Xi declares ‘complete 

victory’ over rural poverty in China 

 

hina’s President Xi Jinping has 

declared “complete victory’ in 

his government’s effort to 

eradicate rural poverty. Lifting the income 

of nearly 100 million people over the past 

eight years. ‘A human miracle has been 

created that will go down in history,’ 

Chinese President said. China defines 

extreme rural poverty as annual per capita 

income of less than 4,000 yuan (Rs.44, 

985). 

State media reports said in the last eight 

years, the final 98.99 million impoverished 

rural residents living under the current 

poverty line have all been lifted out of 

poverty. Since the launch of the reform 

and opening up in the late 1970s, 770 

million impoverished rural residents have 

shaken off poverty when calculated in 

accordance with China’s current poverty 

line. 

China vowed to stick with its poverty 

alleviation policies, while making some 

adjustments for a five-year transition 

towards what Beijing calls “rural 

revitalization” in a “No. 1 policy 

document” released on Sunday. The 

current rural poverty line, according to a 

Xinhua report in December 2020, is 2,300 

yuan per person per year at the 2010 price 

level. “The specific figure is subject to 

adjustment as the country’s price levels 

change. In 2019, the poverty line was 

3,218 yuan (about $490.61)” - the 

equivalent of $1.34 per day. 

Reports say the government is also trying 

to frame the economic achievement as Xi’s 
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gift to the nation as it celebrates the 100th 

anniversary of the ruling Communist Party 

in July. 

Biden raises human rights in call with Saudi 

King Salman 

27-02-2021 

 

S President Joe Biden has 

talked by phone with King 

Salman of Saudi Arabia as he 

seeks to put relations with America's old 

ally on a new footing. 

He "affirmed the importance" the US 

"places on universal human rights and the 

rule of law", the White House said. 

Mr Biden made the call after reading a 

forthcoming US report into the murder of 

Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

The report is expected to implicate the 

king's son, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman. He denies involvement. 

Mr Biden's predecessor, Donald Trump, 

pursued closer ties with Saudi Arabia. 

The Trump administration had rejected a 

legal requirement to release the report in 

declassified form, focusing instead on 

improved co-operation with the Saudis. 

The White House says Mr Biden will 

"recalibrate" the relationship with Saudi 

Arabia. 

Khashoggi, a US-based journalist and 

critic of Saudi Arabia's government, was 

murdered in 2018 inside the Saudi 

consulate in the Turkish city of Istanbul, 

and his body dismembered. 

Saudi authorities blamed his death on a 

"rogue operation" by a team of agents sent 

to return him to the kingdom, and a Saudi 

court tried and sentenced five individuals 

to 20 years in prison last September, after 

initially sentencing them to death. 

What was discussed in the phone call? 

There was no mention of Khashoggi by 

name in the White House statement. 

Mr Biden "affirmed the importance the 

United States places on universal human 

rights and the rule of law", the White 

House said. 

He also "noted positively" the recent 

release of several Saudi-American activists 

and prominent Saudi women's rights 

activist Loujain al-Hathloul. 

Ms Hathloul was released this month after 

almost three years in detention but 

remained subject to a travel ban and was 

forbidden from speaking to the media. 
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Her release was also welcomed by UN 

human rights chief Michelle Bachelet, 

when she addressed the UN Human Rights 

Council in Geneva on Friday, but she 

noted that others "continued to be unjustly 

detained", Reuters news agency reports. 

Kidnappers abduct schoolchildren in 

Northwest Nigeria 

27-2-21 

 

idnappers abducted 

schoolchildren in northwest 

Nigeria’s Zamfara, the 

Gunmen raided a Government Girls 

Secondary School in Jangebe overnight 

kidnapping an unknown number of 

students from dormitories, local authorities 

on Friday. This is second such kidnapping 

in little over a week. Earlier, unidentified 

gunmen had killed a student and 

kidnapped 42 people, including 27 

students in central Nigerian state of Niger. 

An operation to rescue more than 300 girls 

kidnapped in Nigeria had failed to pinpoint 

their location by late on Friday, almost 24 

hours after gunmen seized them in a raid 

on their school. In Zamfara state, the 

governor ordered all boarding schools to 

close immediately after first such incident, 

a region increasingly targeted by militants 

and criminal gangs. Zamfara police said 

they had begun search-and-rescue 

operations with the army to find the 

“bandits”. 

There’s information that they were moved 

to a neighboring forest, and police are 

tracking and exercising caution.All the 

abductees remained at large, but the parent 

of one of them, Mohammed Usman 

Jangebe, said seven of their schoolmates 

had resurfaced after escaping the raiders 

by hiding in gutters.The assailants stormed 

in at around 1 a.m., firing sporadically, 

they came with vehicles and moved the 

students. They also moved some on foot. 

School kidnappings were first carried out 

by jihadist groups Boko Haram and 

Islamic State West Africa Province but the 

tactic has now been adopted by other 

militants whose agenda is unclear. They 

have become endemic around the 

increasingly lawless north, to the anguish 

of families and frustration of Nigeria’s 

government and armed forces. Friday’s 

was the third such incident since 

December. The rise in abductions is 

fuelled in part by sizeable government 

payoffs in exchange for child hostages, 

catalyzing a broader breakdown of security 

in the north, officials have said, speaking 

on condition of anonymity. 
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