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FORWARD 

Indeed, it well entrenched that English is primarily emerged for the legal professionals namely, 

Lawyers, Judges, Attorneys and legal assistant. Being increase in globalization and international 

business, it hasbecome indispensable on the part of legal professionals to embrace English effec-

tively . The growth and development of Lawyer rests upon his ability to communicate with no am-

biguity while interacting with the clients. 

My best wishes to all these students contributors, for their future endeavors. My best wishes and 

assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge after reading this module. It’s not 

just for the legal profession but for anyone who has an interest in English. 

By Vrinda Khanna, 

Associate,  

All India Legal Forum. 
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PREFACE  

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the  Earth, 

May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be Peace  in the 

Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be Peace in all  the human 

beings, May there be Peace in All,  

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.  

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and oldest so-

cial group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the civilization. Almost 

everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace and harmony in the family 

are important for the all-round development of children. This  Compilation by All India Legal Fo-

rum is aimed to enhance the command of students over the English language of the students and 

citizens as a whole. We’re glad to be a part of the All  India Forum. Here’s an introduction to my 

team:   

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar   

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman   

Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna, Prachi Goel  

Manager: Shree Latha Sampath  

Researchers:  

∙ Sureka S  

∙ Sany Sarin  

∙ Trisa Chanda  

∙ Ritu Patel  

∙ Sandhya Sudheer  

Editor: Nirali Seth 
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DISCLAIMER  

Team AILF India has made all the efforts to compile the important concepts of the English lan-

guage. Understanding this is very important for the students from the point of view of any competi-

tive exam especially related to law.  
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Compound Words Introduction 

A compound noun is a noun that is made with two or more words. A compound noun is usually 

[noun + noun] or [adjective + noun], but there are other combinations (see below). It is important to 

understand and recognize compound nouns. Each compound noun acts as a single unit and can be 

modified by adjectives and other nouns. 

There are three forms for compound nouns: 

1. open or spaced - space between words (tennis shoe) 

 

2. hyphenated - hyphen between words (six-pack) 

 

3. closed or solid - no space or hyphen between words (bedroom) 

 

Here are some examples of compound nouns: 

noun + noun bus stop Is this the bus stop for the number 12 bus? 

fire-fly In the tropics, you can see fireflies at night. 

football Shall we play football today? 

adjective + noun full moon I always feel crazy at the full moon. 

blackboard Clean the blackboard, please. 

software I can't install this software on my PC. 

verb(-ing) + noun breakfast We always eat breakfast at 8 am. 

washing ma-

chine 

Put the clothes in the red washing machine. 

swimming pool What a beautiful swimming pool! 
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noun + verb(-ing) sunrise I like to get up at sunrise. 

haircut You need a haircut. 

train-spotting His hobby is train-spotting. 

verb + preposition check-out Please remember that check-out is at noon. 

noun + prepositional 

phrase 

mother-in-law My mother-in-law lives with us. 

preposition + noun underworld Do you think the police accept money from 

the underworld? 

noun + adjective truckful We need 10 truckfuls of bricks. 

 

 

 

For example, a hot dog (or hotdog) - i.e., a type of sausage typically eaten on a bun - may be hot, 

but it's certainly not a dog. The combination of these two words means something entirely different 

than the mere combination of the adjective "hot" and the noun "dog," which would refer to an over-

heated, panting canine. Observe the difference below: 

• I want to eat a hot dog when we go to the county fair. 

 

• The hot dog was grateful to find a shady spot for a nap. 

The first sentence uses "hot dog" as a compound word, but the second does not. The meaning is 

quite different in each sentence, and English speakers should have no trouble telling the difference 

between pets and food! 

 

http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/adjectives/what-is-an-adjective.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/nouns/
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How Are Compound Nouns Formed? 

Compound nouns, like all compound words, can be formed in three ways: 

• Closed-Form: These compound nouns simply push two words together to form a single 

word, with no additional punctuation or spaces. Examples include softball, redhead, 

makeup, and keyboard. 

• Hyphenated Form: These compound nouns connect two or more words with one or more 

hyphens between them. Examples include six-pack, five-year-old, and son-in-law. 

• Open Form: These are compound nouns that function as one unique word, but are still writ-

ten as two or more separate words, with a space between each component. Examples include 

the post office, middle class, and attorney general. 

 

Most compound nouns contain at least one noun. Of course, this isn’t universally true, given words 

like takeoff, but it’s a good point for consideration. The other word or words used to create com-

pound nouns may be adjectives, prepositions, or verbs. The second word is often the "main" word, 

with the first word modifying it or adding to its meaning. 

NOUN + NOUN:   

1. Book + Worm = Bookworm. No need to be a bookworm. 

2. Chop + Stick = Chopstick. The chopsticks are very easy to handle. 

3. Horse + Fly = Horsefly. The horsefly can then lap up the blood. 

4. No + Body = Nobody. Nobody can live without air. 

5. Eye + glasses = Eyeglasses. The eyeglasses add beauty. 

6. Dish + Washer = Dishwasher. We urge you to buy a dishwasher. 

7. Foot + fall = Footfall. We play football in the evening. 

8. Tea + cup = Teacup. The handmade teacups are nice to handle. 

9. Up + roar = Uproar. Cade ignored the uproar and gave proper attention to his meal.  

10. In + take = Intake. Intake your food on time. 

http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/prepositions/list-of-common-prepositions.html
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/verbs/what-is-a-verb.html
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11. Basket + ball = Basketball. I love basketball. 

12. Brief + case = Briefcase. The briefcase is very clear. 

13. Brain + storm = Brainstorm. Brainstorm ideas at the next meeting. 

14. Birth + day = Birthday. How I forgot his birthday? 

15. Pan + cake = Pancake. I love pancakes. 

16. Pop + corn = Popcorn. Evening snack as popcorn is very sleepy. 

17. Photo + Copy = Photocopy. The photocopy of mine is great. 

18. On + Set = Onset. They discovered an abrupt onset of a localized neurological deficit. 

19. Head + ache = Headache. My headache is severe. 

20. Ever + green = Evergreen. The 90’s are evergreen songs. 

21. Friend + ship = Friendship. My friendship is everlasting. 

22. Back + ground = background. The background given is very attractive. 

23. Out + side = Outside. You must go outside for a while. 

24. Life + span = Lifespan. The lifespan for him is very short. 

25. In + side = Inside. Inside her very pure. 

26. Over + dose = Overdose. You should take an overdose pill. 

27. Land + lady = Landlady. we had been homeless by our landlady. 

28. Leader + ship = Leadership. She gained more leadership qualities. 

29. Hear + beat = Heartbeat. My heartbeat for him is very fast. 

30. Grand + mother = Grandmother. We lived with grandmother. 

31. Green + house = Greenhouse. The greenhouse is beautiful. 

32. Gold + fish = Goldfish. We were like goldfish in the bowl. 

33. Foot + print = Footprint. The child left her tiny footprints in the snow. 
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34. Car + pet = Carpet. It will be covered with carpet by next weekend. 

35. Hall + way = Hallway. She opened the stairwell door and hurried down the stairs two floors 

then dared into the hallway to the elevator. 

36. Partner + ship = Partnership. Our partnership firm is not so easy to demolish. 

37. South + east = Southeast. The extensive forest of Eu lies to the Southwest of the town. 

38. Over + due = Overdue. We need to pay the overdue within 2 days. 

39. Thunder + storm = Thunderstorm. The thunderstorm leads to heavy damage in the village. 

40. Tooth + paste = Toothpaste. I don’t like the salty toothpaste. 

41. Bed + time = Bedtime. The students must regularize the bedtime. 

42. Iron + work = Ironwork. We admired the ironwork in front of the house. 

43. Jelly + fish = Jellyfish. The jellyfish candies are really tasty. 

44. Life + line = Lifeline. The telephone is her lifeline to the rest of the world. 

45. Sub + Script = Subscript. Candidates' numerals are written in subscript in the cells. 

46. Grand + children = Grandchildren. I have 4 grandchildren. 

47. Bill + board = Billboard. I saw a billboard by the side of the road. 

48. Ghost + writer = Ghostwriter. Ghostwriter and see why becoming a regular occupation? 

49. Ten + fold = Tenfold. The sense of power increased tenfold as she entered the mansion. 

50. Tail + coat = Tailcoat. A young toastmaster wears a red tailcoat, which was a symbol of the 

hunt. 

51. Lifetime- the duration of the existence of a living being (such as a person or an animal) or a 

thing (such as a star or a subatomic particle) 

• a lifetime spent traveling the world 

•  It would have taken me a lifetime to read all those books. 
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SOME MORE EXAMPLES OF NOUN+NOUN: 

 

1. bedroom 

Jerry's bedroom is big as a palace. 

2.water tank 

The water tank near your house is empty 

3.motorcycle 

My motorcycle is not working 

4.printer cartridge 

What printer cartridge you have  

5.Air Man 

Her father was an airman who was shot down in Vietnam. 

6.Air Port 

Mumbai airport has so many terminals 

7.Air Ship 

I have never been on an airship 

8.Arm Chair 

My grandfather has an armchair 

9.Bus Conductor 

if passengers refuse a bus conductor's call to board the bus. 

10.College Mate 

I have lost contact with my college mates 

11.College Student 

Life was easy being a college student. 
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12.Day Dream 

She daydreams every day. 

13.Ear Ring 

My mom gave me earrings for my birthday 

14.Eye Sight 

She lost her eyesight at a very small age. 

15.Foot Note 

The Chicago footnotes format helps writers to reference their sources 

16.Gate Way 

Gateway of India is a must-visit place 

17.Head Line 

Yesterday’s headlines from the newspaper were scary. 

18.Home Work 

We should do our homework on time 

19.Life Boat 

We get a lifeboat on a cruise in the Maldives. 

20.Lorry Driver 

He is a lorry driver 

21.Needle Work 

Akashi’s does great needlework with her clothes. 

22.BirthPlace  

My birthplace is Delhi 

23.News Paper 
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I read the newspaper every morning 

24.Note Book 

Students were selling notebooks for the charity event. 

25.School Boy 

Throughout his journey, he felt like a schoolboy on holiday 

26.School Bus 

I go to school on a school bus 

27.School Days 

I miss my school days 

28.School Girl 

You looked like a scared school girl out there when I found you. 

29.School Mate 

I have grown up with so many school friends of mine 

30.School Student 

Being a school student was a lot easier. 

31.Self Knowledge 

Self-knowledge is everything. 

32.Sports Man 

My father is a sportsman 

33.Will Power 

The strength of will to carry out one's decisions, wishes, or plans. 

34.hot dog 

I want to eat a hot dog when we go to the county fair. 



14 

 

35.bus stop  

Let’s just wait at this bus stop. 

36.fireflies 

I love watching fireflies on warm summer nights. 

37.eggrolls 

While you’re at the store, please pick up some toothpaste, a six-pack of ginger ale, and some egg 

rolls. 

38.postoffice 

 I’ve got to pick up a package at the post office. 

39.heartattack 

Prevent a heart attack by eating properly and getting enough exercise. 

40.haircut 

I’m going to the barber for a haircut. 

41. swimming pool  

They’re digging a new swimming pool in the park. 

42.scarecrow 

We put a scarecrow in the garden to chase birds away. 

43. cooking oil 

 One reason donut is fattening is that they’re fried in cooking oil. 

44. earring 

Sherrie is upset because she lost an earring. 

45.car park 

Every shopping mall has to have a car parking place 
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46.iceland 

Iceland is also a very peaceful nation 

47.shopkeeper 

She works as a shop keeper 

48.website 

I have launched a website yesterday 

49.windscreen 

Then he turned to the windscreen. 

50.bathroom 

My brother falls on the floor of my bathroom 

EXAMPLES OF COMPOUND WORDS with sentences 

 

1. Seema is a student and she studies hard for her exams. 

 

2. Tina bunks classes, but she isn’t ill-mannered. 

 

3. Ayesha wants to learn dancing so she has joined a dancing class. 

 

4. The weather might be rough today, for it rained heavily yesterday. 

 

5. India is a diverse country and people of many religions live there. 

 

6. He studied hard yet he couldn’t pass the examination. 

 

7. She doesn’t smoke since she has asthma. 

 

8. She will buy another shirt although she already bought one yesterday. 
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9. You should stop eating junk food; you will have to go on a diet. 

 

10. Deforestation is harmful to the environment yet people are cutting trees. 

 

11. You should learn to swim or you might drown in the river. 

 

12. We missed too many goals; we lost the game. 

 

13. They practice yoga but they don’t have an instructor. 

 

14. Lisa was at the hospital while it was raining heavily. 

 

15. Sean may go to the village if he is accompanied by his brother. 

 

16. I call it coffee; he calls it a beverage. 

 

17. He eats beef although he identifies as a vegetarian. 

 

18. Tim will participate in the race after he finishes his work. 

 

19. You can go to the event if you finish your homework. 

 

20. The teacher explained the topic but no one could answer the question. 

 

21. China has the largest population yet they have a good economy. 

 

22. I know how to cook but I’ll never make a career out of cooking. 

 

23. Neha is a smart girl, but she doesn’t enjoy school. 

 

24. Acting as a good career if you’re good at it. 

 

25. You should try Sushi, it tastes very good. 
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PRONUNCIATION 

Compound nouns tend to have more stress on the first word. In the phrase "pink ball", both words 

are equally stressed (as you know, adjectives and nouns are always stressed). In the compound noun 

"golf ball", the first word is stressed more (even though both words are nouns, and nouns are always 

stressed). Since "golf ball" is a compound noun we consider it as a single noun and so it has single 

main stress - on the first word. Stress is important in compound nouns. For example, it helps us 

know if somebody said: "a GREENHOUSE" (a house which is painted green) or "a GREENhouse" 

(a building made of glass for growing plants inside). 

British/American differences 

Different varieties of English, and even different writers, may use the open, hyphenated or closed 

form for the same compound noun. It is partly a matter of style. There are no definite rules. For ex-

ample, we can find: 

• Container-ship 

• container-ship 

• containership 

If you are not sure which form to use, please check in a good dictionary. 

Plural Forms of Compound Nouns 

In general, we make the plural of a compound noun by adding -s to the "base word" (the most "sig-

nificant" word). Look at these examples: 

singular plural 

a tennis shoe three tennis shoes 

one assistant headmaster five assistant headmasters 

the sergeant major some sergeants major 

a mother-in-law two mothers-in-law 

an assistant secretary of state three assistant secretaries of state 
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my toothbrush our toothbrushes 

a woman-doctor four women-doctors 

a doctor of philosophy two doctors of philosophy 

a passerby, a passer-by two passersby, two passers-by 

 

 

Note that there is some variation with words like spoonful or truckful. The old-style was to say 

spoonsful or truckful for the plural. Today it is more usual to say spoonfuls or truckfuls. Both the 

old style (spoonsful) and the new style (spoonfuls) are normally acceptable, but you should be con-

sistent in your choice. Here are some examples: 

 

old style plural (very formal) new style plural 

teaspoonful 3 teaspoonsful of sugar 3 teaspoonfuls of sugar 

truckful 5 truckful of sand 5 truckfuls of sand 

bucketful 2 bucketsful of water 2 bucketfuls of water 

cupful 4 cupsful of rice 4 cupfuls of rice 

 

 

Some compound nouns have no obvious base word and you may need to consult a dictionary to find 

the plural: 

• higher-ups 

• also-rans 
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• go-betweens 

• has-beens 

• good-for-nothings 

• grown-ups 

 

Note that with compound nouns made of [noun + noun] the first noun is like an adjective and there-

fore does not usually take an -s. A tree that has apples has many apples, but we say an apple tree, 

not apples tree; matchbox not matchesbox; toothbrush not teethbrush. 

With compound nouns made of [noun + noun], the second noun takes an -s for plural. The first 

noun acts as an adjective and as you know, adjectives in English are invariable. Look at these ex-

amples: 

long plural form becomes → Plural compound noun 

[noun + noun] 

100 trees with apples 100 apple trees 

1,000 cables for telephones 1,000 telephone cables 

20 boxes for tools 20 toolboxes 

10 stops for buses 10 bus stops 

4,000 wheels for cars 4,000 car wheels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compound Nouns 
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• eyeball 

• snowman 

• heartbeat 

• sunrise 

• raindrop 

• moonlight 

• myself 

• grandfather 

• grandmother 

• grandchild 

• anymore 

• goldfish 

• skateboard 

• seaside 

• sunshine 

• sunset 

• lifespan 

• friendship 

• gentleman 

• cowboy 

• birthday 

• bookshelf 

• battlefield 

• chopstick 

• dishwasher 

• dishwater 

• haircut 

• earring 

• landlord 

• necklace 

• bypass 

• notebook 

• houseboat 

• pancake 
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• ladybug 

• ringworm 

• thunderstorm 

• teardrop 

• teacake 

• headache 

• backache 

• doorbell 

• toolbox 

 

Compound Sentences with Coordinating Conjunctions 

As you've seen above, many compound sentences are made using coordinating conjunctions. In this 

case, the sentence must contain a comma before the conjunction for correct punctuation. For exam-

ple: 

• She did not cheat on the test, for it was the wrong thing to do. 

 

• I need to go to work, but I am too sick to drive. 

 

• I am counting my calories, yet I want dessert. 

 

• He ran out of money, so he had to stop playing poker. 

 

• They got there early, and they got really good seats. 

 

• They had no ice cream left at home, nor did they have money to go to the store. 

 

• Everyone was busy, so I went to the movie alone. 

 

• I thought the promotion was mine, but my attendance wasn't good enough. 

 

• Should we start class now, or wait for everyone to get here? 

 

• It was getting dark, and we weren't near the cabin yet. 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ringworm
https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/grammar/punctuation/8-times-commas-were-important.html
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• Cats are good pets, for they are clean and are not noisy. 

 

• We have never been to Asia, nor have we visited Africa. 

 

• He didn't want to go to the dentist, yet he went anyway. 

 

 

Compound Sentences With a Semicolon 

It's also possible to join compound sentences simply by combining two complete sentences into one 

long sentence without any additional words. In this case, you must use a semicolon to join your two 

independent clauses. For example: 

• Joe made the sugar cookies; Susan decorated them. 

 

While this is grammatically correct, it's also possible to smooth the transition from one clause to the 

other with conjunctive adverbs such as however, besides, therefore, and meanwhile. To use these 

properly, place them after the semicolon and add a comma after the conjunctive adverb. For exam-

ple: 

• It was a difficult assignment; however, Kelly was up to the challenge. 

 

Observe additional compound sentence examples joined by semicolons below: 

• The sky is clear; the stars are twinkling. 

 

• The waves were crashing on the shore; it was a lovely sight. 

 

• There were white-out conditions in the town; therefore, the roads were impassable. 

 

• Check back tomorrow; I will see if the book has arrived. 

 

• He said he was not there yesterday; many people saw him there. 

 

• I am happy to take your donation; any amount will be greatly appreciated. 

 

• She only paints with bold colors; indeed, she does not like pastels at all. 

 

https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/punctuation/colons-semicolons-and-dashes.html
https://www.yourdictionary.com/conjunctive-adverb%2523americanheritage?direct_search_result=yes
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• She works two jobs to make ends meet; at least, that was her reason for not having time to 

join us. 

 

• Malls are great places to shop; I can find everything I need under one roof. 

 

• Italy is my favorite country; I plan to spend two weeks there next year. 

 

• He turned in the research paper on Friday; he would have not passed the class otherwise. 

 

• You need to pack the appropriate things for camping; for example, a sleeping bag will keep 

you warm. 

 

• I have paid my dues; as a result, I expect to receive all the privileges listed in the bylaws. 

 

Compound Sentences in Quotes 

Compound sentences are quite common in both speech and writing. Here are examples of com-

pound sentences used by famous public figures: 

• "Any jackass can kick down a barn, but it takes a good carpenter to build one." - Lyndon B. 

Johnson 

 

• "The drought had lasted now for 10 million years, and the reign of the terrible lizards had 

long since ended." - Arthur C. Clarke, 2001: A Space Odyssey 

 

• "Government does not solve problems; it subsidizes them." - Ronald Reagan 

 

• "I used to be snow white, but I drifted." - Mae West 

 

• "I have often wanted to drown my troubles, but I can't get my wife to go swimming." - Jim-

my Carter 

 

• "Tell the truth, work hard, and come to dinner on time." - Gerald R. Ford 
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• "I have opinions of my own, strong opinions, but I don't always agree with them." - George 

H. W. Bush 

 

• "You can put wings on a pig, but you don't make it an eagle." - Bill Clinton  
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