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FOREWORD 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other group, except, of 

course, poets and novelists. The difference is that while the latter has usually been admired for 

their writing, the public has almost always damned lawyers and judges for theirs. If this state 

of affairs has changed in recent times, it is only in that many lawyers and judges have now 

joined the rest of the world is complaining about the quality of legal prose.  

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavours. My best wishes 

and assurance to the readers that this will add a lot to the knowledge after reading this perfect 

case compilation. It’s not just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who has an interest in the 

field of law.  

By Vrinda Khanna, Associate,  

All India Legal Forum 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, may there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the Earth, 

May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be Peace in the 

Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be Peace in all the 

human beings, May there be Peace in All,  

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE. Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. 

Family is the first and oldest social group. It has played an important role in the stability and 

prosperity of the civilization. Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in 

the family. Peace and harmony in the family are important for the all-round development of 

children. This Compilation of Judgments of the Supreme Court of India and High Court of 

India by All India Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about desired sensitivity in all duty holders. 

We’re glad to be a part of the All-India Forum. Here’s an introduction to my team:  

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar 

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman 

Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna  

Manager: Shree Latha Sampath 

Researchers: 

Surekn S 

Sany Sarin 

Trisa Chanda 

Ritu Patel  

Sandhya Sudheer 

Editor: Sunshine Anand Swain 
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DISCLAIMER 

Team AILF India has made all efforts to summarize the cases from original cases retrieved 

from AIR and SCC. In some cases, the team has tried to summarize cases from the available 

sources as they could not find original ones. 
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You are required to rearrange these parts, which are 

labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the correct sentence. 

(P) are concerned about the 

(Q) the average temperature of planet earth 

(R) Governments all over the world 

(S) adverse effects of the rise of 

(A) PSQR 

(B) QPRS 

(C) RSQP 

(D) RPSQ 

 

2. You are required to rearrange these parts, which are labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 

correct sentence. (P) only when the masses are (Q) the economic and political life of the 

country. (R) Real democracy will come into being (S) awakened and take part in  

(A) RPSQ  

(B) PSRQ 

 (C) QSRP 

 (D) PQRS 

3. You are required to rearrange these parts, which are labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 

correct sentence. (P) are provided with tall chimneys (Q) high up into the air (R) which carry 

smoke and waste gases? (S) Factories and power stations (A) SPRQ (B) QSRP (C) PRQS (D) 

RSPQ 

4. You are required to rearrange these parts, which are labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 

correct sentence. (P) engaged in agriculture still remains (Q) to 70 percent during 1951 (R) at 

around 60 percent compared (S) In India as a whole the share of labour force (A) SPRQ (B) 

PQRS (C) QSRP (D) RPSQ 

5.You are required to rearrange these parts, which are labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 

correct sentence. (P) where appointments are ensured (Q) in the recruitment department (R) 

through reliable middle agencies (S) corruption is seen even (A) SRPQ (B) SPQR (C) QRSP 

(D) QPRS 

 

6.(P) on their income as long as 

(Q) Mutual funds are not taxed 

(R) in the Internal Revenue Code 
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(S) they comply with requirements established 

 

(A) PSRQ 

(B) QPSR 

(C) SPRQ 

(D) QSRP 

7. (P) walmart or some other foreign retail chain 

(Q) in the interests of India’s consumers and farmers 

(R) FDI in retail must be allowed not because 

(S) wants it, but because it is 

 

(A) RPSQ 

 

(B) PRSQ 

 

(C) QSRP 

 

(D) PRSQANSWERS 

8. (P) food security because 

(Q) for the majority of the rural poor 

(R) Agricultural production is important for 

(S) it is a source of income 

 

(A) SRQP 

 

(B) PQSR 

 

(C) RPSQ 

 

(D) PQRS 

9. (P) in the Bangalore city of India 

(Q) amongst the most impressive 

(R) as well as the most magnificent buildings 

(S) Vidhana Soudha counts 
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(A) SQRP 

 

(B) PSQR 

 

(C) QPRS 

 

(D) SRQP 

10. (P) of electricity equivalent to 3 to 5 times 

(Q) the commercial power currently produced 

(R) will require a sustainable source 

(S) Prosperity for everyone on Earth by 2050 

 

(A) SRPQ 

 

(B) PSRQ 

 

(C) QPRS 

 

(D) QRSP 

11. (P) at stake then best way 

(Q) to create awareness of product among potential 

customers 

(R) to ensure business supremacy is 

(S) When the pride of brand name is 

(A) QRSP 

(B) PSRQ 

(C) SPRQ 

(D) QPRS  

12. You are required to rearrange these parts, which are 

labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the correct sentence. 

(P) over all courts 

(Q) power of superintendence 

(R) Each High Court has 
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(S) within its jurisdiction 

(A) RQSP 

(B) PQRS 

(C) SQPR 

(D) QSRP 

13. (P) A malignant tumor, or cancer, 

(Q) the lymph system and nerves 

(R) including blood vessels, 

(S) is capable of invading surrounding structures 

(A) SPRQ 

(B) PSRQ 

(C) RQSP 

(D) PQRS 

14. (P) biodiversity, and change in climatic pattern thus 

(Q) Man through his tools 

(R) leading to environmental degradation 

(S) has caused depletion of 

(A) PQRS 

(B) QSPR 

(C) PQSR 

(D) RPSQ 

15. (P) development is necessary for a better future 

(Q) Conservationists have the view that 

(R) in ways that are not wasteful 

(S) but only when the changes occur 

(A) SPRQ 

(B) QPSR 

(C) RQPS 

(D) PQRS 

(16-20) In the question, six statements are given, out of which the 1st statement 

(1) is fixed and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the remaining 

statements in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 

1. In a bid to increase its market share in India’s payments market, Google has rebranded its 

payments app Google Tez into Google Pay. 
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P. The only bottleneck which needs to be addressed is the hawkish stance of RBI against all 

the digital payments banks. 

Q. In the coming weeks, these customers will be able to use Google Pay to take out a 

customised loan amount from their banks, with minimal paperwork. 

R. At its annual event Google for India, the tech giant announced its partnership with private 

banks to facilitate pre-approved loans instantly. 

S. Using this app, customers will soon be able to get loans from HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 

Federal Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank. 

T. After they accept the bank’s terms, the money is deposited securely and instantly by their 

bank, into their bank account. 

Question 16 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SECOND sentence 

after 

rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) R 

c) S 

d) T 

e) P 

Question 17 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Question 18 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence 

after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) R 

c) Q 
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d) T 

e) S 

Ans: (c) 

Question 19 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: (e) 

Question 20 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SIXTH sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) T 

d) Q 

e) R 

(21)In the given question, a sentence has been broken into four parts and the 

parts are jumbled. Choose the option which provides the correct way to re-arrange the parts 

to form a grammatically and contextually meaningful sentence. If all the parts are correctly 

placed, mark E as your answer. 

Question 21 

of the world’s population (A)/ children constitute a third (B)/ but account for more (C)/ than 

50% of refugees (D) 

a) ACDB 

b) BACD 

c) BDAC 

d) DACB 

e) No rearrangement required 

D): In the given question, a sentence is given, divided into parts which when 

rearranged will form a logical and a coherent sentence. One of the parts does not belong to 
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the sentence. Identify the part that does not belong to the sentence and rearrange the 

remaining parts to form a meaningful sentence. Choose the option that represents the correct 

arrangement and mark the option accordingly. 

( 22) 

for all citizens of the world (A)/ to add moral authority to (B)/ the time has come to demand 

(C)/ urgent and immediate intervention (D)/ who believe in basic humanity (E) 

a) ADCE 

b) BADC 

c) CADB 

d) AECD 

e) DECA 

Directions (Qs. 23-27): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Arrange the sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the 

questions that follow 

P. So are large parts of Europe. 

Q. The other big emerging market, India, too is wrestling with a huge debt overhang. 

R. China faces the problem of a large expansion in credit which has sustained growth in 

recent years. 

S. Excessive debt in many parts of the world could undermine the IMF’s upbeat forecasts. 

T. The threat of protectionism and anti-globalisation sentiments in the U.S. and Europe pose 

bigger 

risks than many of these factors. 

Question 23 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Question 24 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) Q 

c) P 
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d) S 

e) T 

Question 25 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) S 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 

Question 26 

Which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Question 27 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 

Directions (Qs.28-32): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Sentence 1 is given as the first sentence in the set. Arrange the 

remaining sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions that follow. 

1. Oil is of course only one commodity in a long-standing Indo-Iranian trade relationship. 

P. Iran buys basmati rice and sugar from India, as well as various agrochemicals and 

petroleum products. 

Q. In addition to this deal, India and Iran have reached agreement on the expansion of 

several industrial facilities at the port of Chabahar; the work is to be undertaken mainly by 

Indian entities. 

R. Substantial expansions in the volume of this business are also likely, despite earlier 

tensions over delayed Indian payments for oil. 
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S. Another substantial deal is the one under preparation for India to have operating rights in 

the Farzad B gas field, which lies within Iranian waters in the Persian Gulf. 

T. The Indian government has taken steps to reassure Indian insurers in the public and 

private sectors, as well as banks, over the risks they might take in handling Iranian money 

while the U.S. sanctions regime remains in force. 

Question 28 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

SECOND 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

 

 

29 Question  

  

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) P 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

 

Question 30 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FOURTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) T 

c) R 

d) S 
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e) P 

 

Question 31 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIFTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) P 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

 

Question 32 

  

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the SIXTH 

(LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 

e) P 

 

Directions (Qs. 33-37): A set of sentences is given, which when properly sequenced, form a 

coherent paragraph. Sentence 6 is given as the last sentence in the set. Arrange the 

remaining sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions that follow. 

P. In the age of satellites, measurements are no longer made from below but above. 

Q. An expedition, in 1999, that measured Mount Everest using a GPS receiver found that it 

was 10 metres higher. 

R. Maps, with their MSL (mean sea level) markings, bear the stamp of this tradition. 

S. Mount Everest, for instance, is 8,848 metres when measured from the surface of the sea 

but may have a different value if measured from the ocean floor. 

T. For a long time, a place’s height has been measured with reference to the surrounding sea. 

6. Not only does that make your climb higher but several measurements of dams and 

skyscrapers are affected depending on whether they are computed by traditional surveying or 

satellites. 
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Question 33 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIRST 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) T 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 

e) P 

Question 34 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) T 

d) R 

e) P 

Question 35 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FOURTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) P 

c) S 

d) R 

e) T 

Question 36 

 Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIFTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) P 

d) R 

e) T 

Question 37 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the SECOND 
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sentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) P 

c) S 

d) T 

e) Q 

 

Directions (Qs. 38-42): A set of seven statements is given, out of which the 1st and 4th 

statements are fixed, and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the remaining 

statements in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 

A. Communal politics, which ironically passes for secularism in this country, has been the 

bane of Indian politics. 

B. It can be traced back to the British policy of ‘divide and rule’, the result of which was 

Partition. 

C. It felt that this would lead to a perpetually enervated nation. 

D. It rejected the suggestions for a separate electorate for the minorities and the proportional 

representation system. 

E. The Constitution was a repudiation of these ideas and the politics that perpetuated them. 

F. But in most policies that have been followed until now, we have seen furtherance of 

votebank politics. 

G. The narrative has to change. 

Question 38 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) C 

b) G 

c) B 

d) E 

e) F 

Question 39 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 
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c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Question 40 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 

b) C 

c) G 

d) E 

e) F 

Ans: (b) 

Question 41 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SIXTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 

b) C 

c) G 

d) E 

e) F 

 

Question 42 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SEVENTH (LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 

c) C 

d) E 

e) B 

 

 

 

Directions (Q.43): In the question given below, a set of sentences is given, which when 

properly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. From the options, choose the one that 
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provides the correct final order of the rearranged statements. 

Question 43 

A. Double jeopardy is the idea that a person cannot be tried more than once for the same 

offence. 

B. For instance, Article 20(2) of India’s Constitution states: “No person shall be prosecuted 

and punished for the same offence more than once.” 

C. Exceptions to the rule exist, for example, if the case against someone ends in a mistrial, 

then the defendant may be retried. 

D. The legal principle seems to have its basis in Roman law, and has found its way into the 

constitutions and statutes of many countries. 

a) ACDB 

b) CBDA 

c) BADC 

d) ABCD 

e) ADBC 

 

Directions (Qs.45-48): In the given question below, five statements are given, out of which 

four, when rearranged, form a coherent and meaningful paragraph, and one does not. 

Rearrange the remaining statements in the right order and identify the odd sentence which 

does not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph and mark that option as your 

answer. 

A. The decision to float thermocol in Vaigai dam to prevent evaporation is illogical and 

unconvincing. 

B. It is surprising that such a decision has been taken by a Minister in the State government. 

C. With the monsoons failing year after year, there has to be a long-term solution. 

D. On a large river like the Vaigai, such a scheme would be impossible to implement even if 

proven to be technically sound. 

E. While thermocol is thermal resistant, it is slow to biodegrade and will gradually absorb 

water at the rate of 0.5% for every seven days of exposure in water. 

Question 45 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 
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d) E 

e) C 

 

Question 46 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

  

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

 

Question 47 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

 

Question 48 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

 

Question 49 

Which of the following sentences does not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 
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e) C 

 

Question 50 The question consists of five statements labelled A, B, C, D and E which when 

logically ordered form a coherent passage. Choose the option that represents the most logical 

order. 

In simpler terms, it is the Indian version of the Razzies. 

The 3rd Golden Kela Awards will be hosted by Cyrus Broacha this year. 

It was created in order to ridicule the bad performances and as a revenge for wasting our 

precious time and money on such idiotic films. 

The Golden Kela is held each year where awards are given for the year's worst in Bollywood. 

It was created by Random magazine, India's longest running humor magazine in the year 

2009. 

A.DAECB 

B.BACDE 

C.ACEDB 

D.CEADB 

 

answers 

1.D 

2.A 

3.A 

4.A 

5.A 

6.B 

7.A 

8.C 

9.A 

10.A 

11.C 

12.A 

13.B 

14.B 

15.B 

16.B 
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17.D 

18.C 

19.E 

20.A 

21.B 

22.D 

23.C 

24.D 

25.D 

26.E 

27.B 

28.A 

29.C 

30.D 

31.D 

32.E 

33.A 

34.D 

35.B 

36.B 

37.C 

38.C 

39.D 

40.B 

41.E 

42.A 

43.E 

44.C 

45.C 

46.A 

47.B 

48.D 

49.E 

50.A 
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1. Question 

A. The two neighbours never fought each other. 

B. Fights involving three male fiddler crabs have been recorded, but the status of the  

    participants was unknown. 

C. They pushed or grappled only with the intruder. 

D. We recorded 17 cases in which a resident that was fighting an intruder was joined by an  

     immediately neighbour, an ally. 

E. We therefore tracked 268 intruder males until we saw them fighting a resident male. 

 

 

2. Question 

A. He felt justified in bypassing Congress altogether on a variety of moves. 

B. At times he was fighting the entire Congress. 

C. Bush felt he had a mission to restore power to the presidency. 

D. Bush was not fighting just the democrats. 

E. Representative democracy is a messy business, and a CEO of the White House does not 

like  

     a legislature of second guessers and time wasters. 

 

 

3. Question 

A. In the west, Allied Forces had fought their way through southern Italy as far as Rome. 

B. In June 1944 Germany’s military position in World War Two appeared hopeless. 

C. In Britain, the task of amassing the men and materials for the liberation of northern Europe  

     had been completed. 

D. The Red Army was poised to drive the Nazis back through Poland. 

E. The situation on the eastern front was catastrophic. 

 

 

4. Question 

A. Experts such as Larry Burns, head of research at GM, reckon that only such a full hearted 

leap  

    will allow the world to cope with the mass motorisation that will one day come to China or  
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     India. 

B. But once hydrogen is being produced from biomass or extracted from underground coal or  

     made from water, using nuclear or renewable electricity, the way will be open for a huge  

     reduction in carbon emissions from the whole system. 

C. In theory, once all the bugs have been sorted out, fuel cells should deliver better total fuel  

     economy than any existing engines. 

D. That is twice as good as the internal combustion engine, but only five percentage points  

     better than a diesel hybrid. 

E. Allowing for the resources needed to extract hydrogen from hydrocarbon, oil, coal or gas, 

the  

     fuel cell has an efficiency of 30%. 

 

 

5. Question 

A. But this does not mean that death was the Egyptians’ only preoccupation.24 

B. Even papyri come mainly from pyramid temples. 

C. Most of our traditional sources of information about the Old Kingdom are monuments of 

the  

     rich like pyramids and tombs. 

D. Houses in which ordinary Egyptians lived have not been preserved, and when most people  

     died they were buried in simple graves. 

E. We know infinitely more about the wealthy people of Egypt than we do about the ordinary   

    people , as most monuments were made for the rich. 

 

 

6. Question 

A. To much of the Labour movement, it symbolises the brutality of the upper classes. 

B. And to everybody watching, the current mess over foxhunting symbolises the 

government’s  

     weakness. 

C. To foxhunting’s supporters, Labour’s 1991 manifesto commitment to ban it symbolises 

the  

     party’s metropolitan roots and hostility to the countryside. 

D. Small issues sometimes have large symbolic power. 
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E. To those who enjoy thundering across the countryside in red coats after foxes, foxhunting  

     symbolises the ancient roots of rural lives. 

 

 

 

7. Question 

A. In the case of King Merolchazzar’s courtship of the Princess of the Outer Isles, there 

occurs a  

     regrettable hitch. 

B. She acknowledges the gifts, but no word of a meeting date follows. 

C. The monarch, hearing good reports of a neighbouring princess, dispatches messengers 

with  

     gifts to her court, beseeching an interview.  

D. The princess names a date, and a formal meeting takes place; after that everything buzzes  

     alone pretty smoothly. 

E. Royal love affairs in olden days were conducted on the correspondence method. 

 

 

8. Question  

A. Who can trace to its first beginnings the love of Damon for Pythias, of David for Jonathan, 

of  

     Swan for Edgar? 

B. Similarly with men. 

C. There is about great friendships between man and man a certain inevitability that can only 

be  

     compared with the age old association of ham and eggs. 

D. One simply feels that it is one of the things that must be so. 

E. No one can say what was the mutual magnetism that brought the deathless partnership of  

    these wholesome and palatable foodstuffs about. 

 

 

9. Question 

A. Events intervened, and in the late 1930s and 1940s, Germany suffered from “over-

branding”. 
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B. The British used to be fascinated by the home of Romanticism. 

C. But reunification and the federal government’s move to Berlin have prompted Germany to  

     think again about its image. 

D. The first foreign package holiday was a tour of Germany organized by Thomas Cook in 

1855. 

E. Since then, Germany has been understandably nervous about promoting itself abroad. 

 

 

 

10. Question 

A. The wall does not simply divide Israel from a putative Palestinian state on the basis of the  

     1967 borders.26 

B. A chilling omission from the road map is the gigantic ‘separation wall’ now being built in 

the  

     West Bank by Israel. 

C. It is surrounded by trenches, electric wire and moats; there are watchtowers at regular  

     intervals. 

D. It actually takes in new tracts of Palestinian land, sometimes five or six kilometres at a  

     stretch. 

E. Almost a decade after the end of South African apartheid, this ghastly racist wall is going 

up  

    with scarcely a peep from Israel’s American allies who are going to pay for most of it. 

 

 

11. Question 

A. Luckily the tide of battle moved elsewhere after the American victory at Midway and an  

     Australian victory over Japan at Milne Bay. 

B. It could have been no more than a delaying tactic. 

C. The Australian military, knowing the position was hopeless, planned to fall back to the 

south- 

     east in the hope of defending the main cities. 

D. They had captured most of the Soloman Islands and much of New Guinea, and seemed  

      poised for an invasion. 

E. Not many people outside Australia realize how close the Japanese got. 
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12. Question 

A. Call it the third wave sweeping the Indian media. 

B. Now, they are starring in a new role, as suave dealmakers who are in a hurry to strike  

     alliance and agreements. 

C. Look around and you will find a host of deals that have been inked or are ready to be 

finalized. 

D. Then the media barons wrested back control from their editors, and turned marketing  

      warriors with the brand as their missile. 

E. The first came with those magnificent men in their mahogany chambers who took on the  

     world with their mighty fountain pens. 

 

 

13. Question 

A. The celebrations of economic recovery in Washington may be as premature as that 

“Mission  

     Accomplished” banner hung on the USS Abraham Lincoln to hail the end of the Iraq war. 

B. Meanwhile, in the real world, the struggles of families and communities continue 

unabated. 

C. Washington responded to the favorable turn in economic news with enthusiasm. 

D. The celebrations and high-fives up and down Pennsylvania Avenue are not to be found  

     beyond the Beltway. 

E. When the third quarter GDP showed growth of 7.2% and the monthly unemployment rate  

     dipped to 6%, euphoria gripped the US capital. 

 

 

 

14. Question 

A. Four days later, Oracle announced its own bid for PeopleSoft, and invited the firm’s board 

to a  

     discussion. 

B. Furious that his own plans had been endangered, PeopleSoft’s boss, Craig Conway, called  

     Oracle’s offer “diabolical”, and its boss, Larry Ellison, a “sociopath”. 



 

 28 

C. In early June, PeopleSoft said that it would buy J.D. Edwards, a smaller rival. 

D. Moreover, said Mr. Conway, “he could imagine no price nor combination of price and 

other  

     conditions to recommend accepting the offer.” 

E. On June 12th, PeopleSoft turned Oracle down. 

 

15. Question 

A. A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young people who are 

going  

     to be running our country in a few decades are like. 

B. I would go to sleep in my hotel room around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my  

     mailbox would be full of replies—sent at 1:15 a.m., 2:59 a.m., 3:23 a.m. 

C. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up each morning at seven; 

she  

     could afford that much rest because she had learned to supplement her full day of work by  

     studying in her sleep. 

D. Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen articulate students, and I sent them e- 

     mails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups. 

E. As she was falling asleep she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself; she  

    would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem might be 

solved. 

 

 

 

16. Question 

A. I am much more intolerant of a human being’s shortcomings than I am of an animal’s, but 

in  

     this respect I have been lucky,for most of the people I have come across have been 

charming. 

B. Then you come across the unpleasant human animal—the District Officer who drawled, 

“We  

     chaps are here to help you chaps,’ and then proceeded to be as obstructive as possible. 

C. In these cases of course, the fact that you are an animal collector helps; people always 

seem  
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     delighted to meet someone with such an unusual occupation and go out of their way to  

     assist you. 

D. Fortunately, these types are rare, and the pleasant ones I have met more than compensated  

     for them—but even so, I think I will stick to animals. 

E. When you travel round the world collecting animals you also, of necessity, collect human 

being. 

 

 

17. Question 

A. Surrendered, or captured, combatants cannot be incarcerated in razor wire cages; this 

‘war’  

     has a dubious legality. 

B. How can then one characterize a conflict to be waged against a phenomenon as war? 

C. The phrase ‘war against terror’, which has passed into the common lexicon, is a huge  

     misnomer. 

D. Besides, war has a juridical meaning in international law, which has codified the laws of 

war,  

     imbuing them with a humanitarian content. 

E. Terror is a phenomenon, not an entity—either State or non-State. 

 

 

18. Question  

A. To avoid this, the QWERTY layout put the keys most likely to be hit in rapid succession 

on  

     opposite sides. This made the keyboard slow, the story goes, but that was the idea. 

B. A different layout, which had been patented by August Dvorak in 1936, was shown to be  

     much faster. 

C. The QWERTY design (patented by Christopher Sholes in 1868 and sold to Remington in 

1873)  

      aimed to solve a mechanical problem of early typewriters. 

D. Yet the Dvorak layout has never been widely adopted, even though (with electric 

typewriters  

      and then PCs) the anti jamming rationale for QWERTY has been defunct for years. 

E. When certain combinations of keys were struck quickly, the type bars often jammed. 
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19. Question 

A. Branded disposable diapers are available at many supermarkets and drug stores. 

B. If one supermarket sets a higher price for a diaper, customers may buy that brand 

elsewhere. 

C. By contrast, the demand for private-label products may be less price sensitive since it is  

     available only at a corresponding supermarket chain.30 

D. So, the demand for branded diapers at any particular store may be quite price sensitive. 

E. For instance, only SavOn Drugs stores sell SavOn Drugs diapers. 

F. Then, stores should set a higher incremental margin percentage for private-label diapers. 

 

 

20. Question 

A. Having a strategy is a matter of discipline. 

B. It involves the configuration of a tailored value chain that enables a company to offer 

unique  

     value. 

C. It requires a strong focus on profitability and a willingness to make tough tradeoffs in  

     choosing what not to do. 

D. Strategy goes far beyond the pursuit of best practices. 

E. A company must stay the course even during times of upheaval, while constantly 

improving  

    and extending its distinctive positioning. 

F. When a company’s activities fit together as a self-reinforcing system, any competitor 

wishing  

     to imitate a strategy must replicate the whole system. 

 

 

21. Question 

A. As officials, their vision of a country shouldn’t run too far beyond that of the local people 

with  

     whom they have to deal. 

B. Ambassadors have to choose their words. 
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C. To say what they feel they have to say, they appear to be denying or ignoring part of what  

      they know. 

D. So, with ambassadors as with other expatriates in black Africa, there appears at a first  

     meeting a kind of ambivalence. 

E. They do a specialized job and it is necessary for them to live ceremonial lives. 

 

 

22. Question 

A. “This face off will continue for several months given the strong convictions on either 

side,”  

       says a senior functionary of the high-powered task force on drought. 

B. During the past week-and-half, the Central Government has sought to deny some of the  

     earlier apprehensions over the impact of drought. 

C. The recent revival of the rains had led to the emergence of a line of divide between the 

two. 

D. The state governments, on the other hand, allege that the Centre is downplaying the crisis  

      only to evade its full responsibility of financial assistance that is required to alleviate the  

      damage. 

E. Shrill alarm about the economic impact of an inadequate monsoon had been sounded by 

the  

     centre as well as most of the states, in late July and early August. 

 

 

23. Question  

A. This fact was established in the 1730s by French survey expeditions to Equador near the  

      Equator and Lapland in the Arctic, which found that around the middle of the earth the 

arc  

      was about a kilometer shorter. 

B. One of the unsettled scientific questions in the late 18th century was the exact nature of 

the 

     shape of the earth. 

C. The length of one-degree arc would be less near the equatorial latitudes than at the poles. 

D. One way of doing that is to determine the length of the arc along a chosen longitude or  

     meridian at one-degree latitude separation. 
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E. While it was generally known that the earth was not a sphere but an ‘oblate spheroid’, 

more  

     curved at the equator and flatter at the poles, the question of ‘how much more’ was yet to 

be  

     established. 

 

 

24. Question 

A. Although there are large regional variations, it is not infrequent to find a large number of  

     people sitting here and there and doing nothing. 

B. Once in office, they receive friends and relatives who feel free to call any time without 

prior  

     appointment. 

C. While working, one is struck by the slow and clumsy actions and reactions, indifferent  

     attitudes, procedure rather than outcome orientation, and the lack of consideration for 

others. 

D. Even those who are employed often come late to the office and leave early unless they are  

     forced to be punctual. 

E. Work is not intrinsically valued in India. 

F. Quite often people visit ailing friends and relatives or go out of their way to help them in 

their  

     personal matters even during office hours. 

 

 

25. Question 

A. But in the industrial era, if you need to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity means  

     bombing the factories which are located in the cities. 

B. So in the agrarian era, if you need to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, what you 

want   

     to do is burn his fields, or if you’re really vicious, salt them. 

C. Now in the information era, destroying the enemy’s productive capacity means destroying 

the  

     information infrastructure. 

D. How do you battle with your enemy? 
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E. The idea is to destroy the enemy’s productive capacity, and depending upon the economic  

      foundation, that productive capacity is different in each case.  

F. With regard to defence, the purpose of the military is to defend the nation and be prepared 

to  

     do battle with its enemy. 

 

 

 

26. Question 

A. Michael Hoffman, a poet and translator, accepts this sorry fact without approval or 

complaint. 

B. But thanklessness and impossibility do not daunt him. 

C. He acknowledges too—in fact he returns to the point often—that best translators of poetry  

     always fail at some level. 

D. Hoffman feels passionately about his work, and this is clear from his writings. 

E. In terms of the gap between worth and rewards, translators come somewhere near nurses  

     and street-cleaners. 

 

 

27. Question 

A. Passivity is not, of course, universal. 

B. In areas where there are no lords or laws, or in frontier zones where all men go armed, the   

     attitude of the peasantry may well be different. 

C. So indeed it may be on the fringe of the unsub missive. 

D. However, for most of the soil-bound peasants the problem is not whether to be normally  

     passive or active, but when to pass from one state to another. 

E. This depends on an assessment of the political situation. 

 

 

28. Question 

A. The situations in which violence occurs and the nature of that violence tends to be clearly 

     defined at least in theory, as in the proverbial Irishman’s question: ‘Is this a private fight 

or  

     can anyone join in?’ 
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B. So the actual risk to outsiders, though no doubt higher than our societies, is calculable.34 

C. Probably the only uncontrolled applications of force are those of social superiors to social  

     inferiors and even here there are probably some rules. 

D. However binding the obligation to kill, members of feuding families engaged in mutual  

     massacre will be genuinely appalled if by some mischance a bystander or outsider is 

killed. 

 

29. Question 

A. If caught in the act, they were punished, not for the crime, but for allowing themselves to 

be  

     caught another lash of the whip. 

B. The bellicose Spartans sacrificed all the finer things in life for military expertise. 

C. Those fortunate enough to survive babyhood were taken away from their mothers at the 

age  

     of seven to undergo rigorous military training. 

D. This consisted mainly of beatings and deprivations of all kinds like going around barefoot 

in  

     winter, and worse, starvation so that they would be forced to steal food to survive. 

E. Male children were examined at birth by the city council and those deemed too weak to  

     become soldiers were left to die of exposure. 

 

 

30. Question 

A. This very insatiability of the photographing eye changes the terms of confinement in the 

cave,  

     our world. 

B. Humankind lingers unregenerately in Plato’s cave, still revelling, its age-old habit, in mere  

     images of truth.  

C. But being educated by photographs is not like being educated by older images drawn by 

hand;  

     for one thing, there are a great many more images around, claiming our attention. 

D. The inventory started in 1939 and since then just about everything has been photographed, 

or  

     so it seems. 
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E. In teaching us a new visual code, photographs alter and enlarge our notions of what is 

worth  

     looking at and what we have a right to observe. 

 

 

 

31. Question 

A. To be culturally literate is to possess the basic information needed to thrive in the modern  

      world. 

B. Nor is it confined to one social class; quite the contrary. 

C. It is by no means confined to “culture” narrowly understood as an acquaintance with the 

arts. 

D. Cultural literacy constitutes the only sure avenue of opportunity for disadvantaged 

children,  

     the only reliable way of combating the social determinism that now condemns them. 

E. The breadth of that information is great, extending over the major domains of human 

activity  

     from sports to science. 

 

 

 

32. Question  

A. Both parties use capital and labour in the struggle to secure property rights. 

B. The thief spends time and money in his attempt to steal (he buys wire cutters) and the  

     legitimate property owner expends resources to prevent the theft (he buys locks). 

C. A social cost of theft is that both the thief and the potential victim use resources to gain or  

     maintain control over property. 

D. These costs may escalate as a type of technological arms race unfolds.  

E. A bank may purchase more and more complicated and sophisticated safes, forcing  

     safecrackers to invest further in safecracking equipment. 

 

33. Question 

A. The likelihood of an accident is determined by how carefully the motorist drives and how  

     carefully the pedestrian crosses the street. 
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B. An accident involving a motorist and a pedestrian is such a case. 

C. Each must decide how much care to exercise without knowing how careful the other is. 

D. The simplest strategic problem arises when two individuals interact with each other, and  

      each must decide what to do without knowing what the other is doing. 

 

 

 

34. Question 

A. In rejecting the functionalism in positivist organization theory, either wholly or partially, 

there  

     is often a move towards a political model of organization theory. 

B. Thus the analysis would shift to the power resources possessed by different groups in the  

     organisation and the way they use these resources in actual power plays to shape the  

     organizational structure. 

C. At the extreme, in one set of writings, the growth of administrators in the organization is 

held  

     to be completely unrelated to the work to be done and to be caused totally by the political  

     pursuit of self-interest. 

D. The political model holds that individual interests are pursued in organizational life 

through     

      the exercise of power and influence. 

 

 

35.  Question 

A. Group decision making, however, does not necessarily fully guard against arbitrariness 

and  

      anarchy, for individual capriciousness can get substituted by collusion of group members. 

B. Nature itself is an intricate system of checks and balances, meant to preserve the delicate  

    balance between various environmental factors that affect our ecology. 

C. In institutions also, there is a need to have in place a system of checks and balances which  

     inhibits the concentration of power in only some individuals. 

D. When human interventions alter this delicate balance, the outcomes have been seen to be  

      distractrous. 
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36. Question 

A. He was bone-weary and soul-weary, and found himself muttering, “Either I can’t manage 

this  

     place, or it’s unmanageable.” 

B. To his horror, he realized that he had become the victim of an amorphous, unwitting,  

     unconscious conspiracy to immerse him in routine work that had no significance. 

C. It was one of those nights in the office when the office clock was moving towards four in 

the   

     morning and Bennis was still not through with the incredible mass of paper stacked before  

     him. 

D. He reached for his calendar and ran his eyes down each hour, half-hour, and quarter-hour, 

to  

     see where his time had gone that day, the day before, the month before. 

 

 

 

37. Question  

A. With that, I swallowed the shampoo, and obtained most realistic results on the spot. 

B. The man shuffled away into the back regions to make up a prescription, and after a 

moment I  

     got through on the shoptelephone to the Consulate, intimating my location. 

C. Then, while the pharmacist was wrapping up a six-ounce bottle of the mixture, I groaned 

and   

     inquired whether he could give me something for acute gastric cramp. 

D. I intended to stage a sharp gastric attack, and entering an old-fashioned pharmacy, I asked  

     for a popular shampoo mixture, consisting of olive and flaked soap. 

 

 

38. Question 

A. Since then, intelligence tests have been mostly used to separate dull children in school 

from  

     average or bright children, so that special education can be provided to the dull. 

B. In other words, intelligence tests give us a norm for each age. 
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C. Intelligence is expressed as intelligence quotient, and tests are developed to indicate what 

an    

     average child of a certain age can do: what a 5-year-old can answer, but a 4-year-old 

cannot,  

     for instance. 

D. Binet developed the first set of such tests in the early 1900s to find out which children in       

     school needed special attention. 

E. Intelligence can be measured by tests. 

 

 

39. Question  

A. This is now orthodoxy to which I subscribe— up to a point. 

B. It emerged from the mathematics of chance and statistics 

C. Therefore the risk is measurable and manageable. 

D. The fundamental concept: Prices are not predictable, but the mathematical laws of chance  

     can describe their fluctuations. 

E. This is how what business schools now call modern finance was born. 

 

 

40. Question 

A. Similarly, turning to caste, even though being lower caste is undoubtedly a separate cause 

of  

     disparity, its impact is all the greater when the lower-caste families also happen to be 

poor. 

B. Belonging to a privileged class can help a woman to overcome many barriers that obstruct  

     women from less thriving classes. 

C. It is the interactive presence of these two kinds of deprivation—being low class and being  

     female—that massively impoverishes women from the less privileged classes. 

D. A congruence of class deprivation and gender discrimination can blight the lives of poorer  

     women very severely. 

E. Gender is certainly a contributor to societal inequality, but it does not act independently of 

     class. 
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41. Question 

A. When identity is thus ‘defined by contrast’, divergence with the West becomes central. 

B. Indian religious literature such as the Bhagavad Gita or the Tantric texts, which are 

identified     

     as differing from secular writings seen as ‘western’, elicits much greater interest in the 

West  

     than do other Indian writings, including India’s long history of heterodoxy. 

C. There is a similar neglect of Indian writing on non-religious subjects, from mathematics,  

     epistemology and natural science to economics and linguistics. 

D. Through selective emphasis that point up differences with the West, other civilizations 

can, in  

     this way, be redefined in alien terms, which can be exotic and charming, or else bizarre 

and  

     terrifying, or simply strange and engaging. 

E. The exception is the Kamasutra in which western readers have managed to cultivate an 

     interest. 

 

 

3942. Question 

A. Security inks exploit the same principle that causes the vivid and constantly changing 

colours  

     of a film of oil on water. 

B. When two rays of light meet each other after being reflected from these different surfaces,  

     they have each travelled slightly different distances. 

C. The key is that the light is bouncing off two surfaces, that of the oil and that of the water 

layer  

     below it. 

D. The distance the two rays travel determines which wavelengths, and hence colours, 

interfere  

     constructively and look bright. 

E. Because light is an electromagnetic wave, the peaks and troughs of each ray then interfere  

     either constructively, to appear bright, or destructively, to appear dim. 

F. Since the distance the rays travel changes with the angle as you look at the surface, 
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different  

    colours look bright from different viewing angles. 

 

 

 

43. Question 

A. Commercially reared chicken can be unusually aggressive, and are often kept in darkened  

     sheds to prevent them pecking at each other. 

B. The birds spent far more of their time—up to a third—pecking at the inanimate objects in 

the  

     pens, in contrast to birds in other pens which spent a lot of time attacking others. 

C. In low light conditions, they behave less belligerently, but are more prone to ophthalmic  

     disorder and respiratory problems. 

D. In an experiment, aggressive head-pecking was all but eliminated among birds in the 

enriched      

     environment. 

E. Altering the birds’ environment, by adding bales of wood-shavings to their pens, can work  

     wonders. 

F. Bales could diminish aggressiveness and reduce injuries; they might even improve  

     productivity, since a happy chicken is a productive chicken. 

 

 

44. Question  

A. The concept of a ‘nation-state’ assumes a complete correspondence between the 

boundaries  

     of the nation and the boundaries of those who live in a specific state. 

B. Then there are members of national collectivities who live in other countries, making a  

     mockery of the concept. 

C. There are always people living in particular states who are not considered to be (and often 

do  

     not consider themselves to be) members of the hegemonic nation. 

D. Even worse, there are nations which never had a state or which are divided across several  

     states. 

E. This, of course, has been subject to severe criticism and is virtually everywhere a fiction. 
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F. However, the fiction has been, and continues to be, at the basis of nationalist ideologies. 

 

 

45. Question  

A. In the sciences, even questionable examples of research fraud are harshly punished. 

B. But no such mechanism exists in the humanities—much of what humanities researchers 

call  

     research does not lead to results that are replicable by other scholars. 

C. Given the importance of interpretation in historical and literary scholarship, humanities  

      researchers are in a position where they can explain away deliberate and even systematic  

      distortion. 

D. Mere suspicion is enough for funding to be cut off; publicity guarantees that careers can 

be      

     effectively ended. 

E. Forgeries which take the form of pastiches in which the forger intersperses fake and real  

     part can be defended as mere mistakes or aberrant misreading. 

F. Scientists fudging data have no such defences. 

 

46. Question 

A. Horses and communism were, on the whole, a poor match. 

B. Fine horses bespoke the nobility the party was supposed to despise. 

C. Communist leaders, when they visited villages, preferred to see cows and pigs. 

D. Although a working horse was just about tolerable, the communists were right to be wary. 

E. Peasants from Poland to the Hungarian Pustza preferred their horses to party dogma. 

F. “A farmer’s pride is his horse; his cow may be thin but his horse must be fat,” went a 

Slovak  

      saying. 

 

47. Question 

A. Making people laugh is tricky. 

B. At times, the intended humour may simply not come off. 

C. Making people laugh while trying to sell them something is a tougher challenge, since the  

     commercial can fall flat on two grounds. 

D. There are many advertisements which do amuse but do not even begin to set the cash tills  
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     ringing. 

E. Again, it is rarely sufficient for an advertiser simply to amuse the target audience in order 

to  

     reap the sales benefit. 

F. There are indications that in substituting the hard sell for a more entertaining approach, 

some    

     agencies have rather thrown out the baby with the bath water. 

 

48. Question 

A. Picture a termite colony, occupying a tall mud hump on an African plain. 

B. Hungry predators often invade the colony and unsettle the balance. 

C. The colony flourishes only if the proportion of soldiers to workers remains roughly the 

same,  

     so that the queen and workers can be protected by the soldiers, and the queen and soldiers  

     can be serviced by the workers. 

D. But its fortunes are presently restored, because the immobile queen, walled in well below  

     ground level, lays eggs not only in large enough numbers, but also in the varying 

proportions  

     required. 

E. The hump is alive with worker termites and soldier termites going about their distinct 

kinds of  

     business. 

F. How can we account for her mysterious ability to respond like this to events on the distant  

     surface? 

 

 

49. Question 

A. According to recent research, the critical period for developing language skills is between 

the  

     ages of three and five and a half years. 

B. The read-to child already has a large vocabulary and a sense of grammar and sentence  

     structure. 

C. Children who are read to in these years have a far better chance of reading well in school,  

     indeed, of doing well in all their subjects. 
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D. And the reason is actually quite simple. 

E. This correlation is far and away the highest yet found between home influences and school  

     success. 

F. Her comprehension of language is therefore very high. 

 

 

50. Question 

A. High-powered outboard motors were considered to be one of the major threats to the 

survival  

     of the Beluga whales. 

B. With these, hunters could approach Belugas within hunting range and profit from its inner  

     skin and blubber. 

C. To escape an approaching motor, Belugas have learned to dive to the ocean bottom and 

stay  

      there for up to 20 minutes, by which time the confused predator has left. 

D. Today, however, even with much more powerful engines, it is difficult to come close, 

because  

     the whales seem to disappear suddenly just when you thought you had them in your sights. 

E. When the first outboard engines arrived in the early 1930s, one came across 4 and 8 HP  

     motors. 

F. Belugas seem to have used their well-known sensitivity to noise to evolve an ‘avoidance’  

     strategy to outsmart hunters and their powerful technologies. 
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ANSWERS 

1. BEDAC43 

2. DBAEC43 

3. BEDAC43 

4. CEDBA43 

5. EDCBA43 

6. DEACB43 

7. ECDAB43 

8. CEDBA43 

9. BDAEC43 
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10. BADCE44 

11. EDCBA44 

12. AEDBC44 

13. ECBDA44 

14. CABDE44 

15. ADBCE 

16. EACBD 

17. CEBDA 

18. CEABD 

19. ADBCEF 

20. ACEDBF 

21. BEADC 

22. ECBDA 

23. BEDCA 

24. EADBFC 

25. FDEBAC 

26. EACBD 

27. ABCDE 

28. DABC 

29. BECDA 

30. EABCD 

31. AECBD 

32. CABDE 

33. DBAC 

34. ADBC 

35. BDCA 

36. CADB 

37. DCBA 

38. EDACB 

39. EBDCA 

40. EBDCA 

41. BCEDA 

42. ACBEBF 

43. ACEDBF 
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44. AECBDF 

45. ADBCEF 

46. ABCDEF 

47. ACBEDF 

48. AECBDF 

49. ACEDBF 

50. ACBEDF 

 

1. Question 

A) In simpler terms, it is the Indian version of the Razzies. 

B) The 3rd Golden Kela Awards will be hosted by Cyrus Broacha this year. 

C) It was created in order to ridicule the bad performances and as a revenge for wasting our 

Precious time and money on such idiotic films. 

D) The Golden Kela is held each year where awards are given for the year's worst in 

Bollywood. 

E) It was created by Random magazine, India's longest running humor magazine in the year 

2009. 

 

2. Question 

A) Despite the strong performance of the economy in 2010-11, the outlook for 2011-12 is  

clouded by stubborn and persistently high inflation, and rising external risks. 

B) The three key macroeconomic concerns before the Union Budget 2011-12 were high 

inflation, high current account deficit (CAD), and fiscal consolidation. 

C) Additionally, there was an expectation that the government would restart the reform 

process. 

D) While the Budget sets a lower nominal gross domestic product (GDP) growth target of 

14%, we believe that the real GDP growth target of 9% factored in the Budget is on the 

optimistic side. 

E) The Budget has made an attempt to address all these issues, albeit through small steps. 

 

3. Question 

A) These were mainly bulwarks against winter, the hoarded dregs of more plentiful seasons. 

B) The first were the earliest mince pies, which saw cooked, shredded meat, dried fruits, 

alcohol with its preservative qualities and perhaps a few spices or herbs, all encased in large 
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pies. 

C) Subsequently, people baked this into a kind of pie, adding bread-crumbs for bulk, eggs to 

bind it, and upping the dried fruits and called it 'plum pudding'. 

D) The pudding seems to have had two principal forerunners. 

E) The second main pudding was a pottage or soup called frumenty, a fast dish involving 

cracked wheat, currants and almonds which was ladled out at the start of a meal. 

4. Question 

A) In a bid to placate the associate members, the ICC has decided to increase the number of 

participating teams to 16 in the Twenty20 World Cup, as the game's governing body feels 

these countries will have a greater chance of competing on an equal footing in cricket's 

shortest format. 

B) It is convenient just now to forget that in the last edition of the tournament, considerable 

criticism was heaped on the governing body for the inordinate length of the tournament, 

thanks in large part to the presence of the associates. 

C) To be fair to the ICC, criticism of the move to restrict the number of teams in the next 

edition of the Cup is a case of damned if you do, damned if you don't. 

D) The ICC's decision to restrict the number of teams in the 2015 World Cup has evoked 

mixed responses, with opinion divided among players of the full member teams. 

E) Not surprisingly, the associate members aren't too thrilled about the idea of being kept out 

of cricket's showpiece event. 

 

5. Question 

A) Environment Education unit of Centre for Science & Environment has always been 

working towards providing easy to understand reading material. 

B) Their new publication on this subject is an attempt to lend teachers a helping hand. 

C) It unfolds in two sections: Climate change: how to make sense of it all 

D) And natural resources how to share & care. 

E) However, they are introduced to students not as a paragraph to memorize but as an activity 

to do. 

 

6. Question 

A) A famous Japanese rock garden is at Ryoan-Ji in Northwest Kyoto, Japan. 

B) The rocks of various sizes are arranged on small white pebbles in five groups, each 

comprising five, two, three, two, & three rocks. 
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C) The garden is 30 meters long from East to West & 10 meters from north to south. 

D) The garden contains 15 rocks arranged on the surface of white pebbles in such a manner 

that visitors can see only 14 of them at once from whichever angle the garden is viewed. 

E) There are no trees, just 15 irregularly shaped rocks of varying sizes, some arranged by 

gravel/sand that is raked everyday. 

 

7. Question 

A) When they gathered together, the Buddha was completely silent & some speculated that 

perhaps the Buddha was tired or ill. 

B) It is said that Gautam Buddha gathered his disciples one day for a Dharma talk. 

C) One of the Buddha’s disciples, Mahakasyapa, silently gazed at the flower & broke into a 

broad smile. 

D) The origin of Zen Buddhism is ascribed to the Flower Sermon, the earliest source which 

comes from the 14th century. 

E) The Buddha silently held up & twirled a flower and twinkled his eyes, several of his 

disciples tried to interpret what this meant though none of them was correct. 

 

8. Question 

A) The post-election crisis in Kenya remains unresolved. 

B) The damage being done to the country's economy is severe: tourism, horticulture, and 

other industries that depend on trade beyond the Kenyan border are reeling. 

C) Many countries responded, providing essential humanitarian assistance and logistical 

support. For this, I and many other Kenyans are very grateful. 

D) Thousands of livelihoods, along with investments throughout the region, are threatened 

and collapsing. 

E) As the situation in Kenya escalated with murders, rapes, burning of property, looting, and 

the displacement of thousands of people throughout the country - the international 

community was urged to help. 

 

9. Question 

A) The US market will continue to be the dominant one in the foreseeable future. The rupee 

could become even stronger. 

B) A greater recourse to hedging as well as striving for multi-currency revenue streams 

automatically suggests itself. 
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C) Already one company, TCS, by resorting to these methods extensively has turned in an 

above - average performance during the first quarter. 

D) Most IT companies have been grappling with more mundane problems such as a high 

level of attrition amidst rising wage costs and inability to secure the right type and number of 

American visas. 

E) The BPO industry and many medium-sized software exporters are reportedly operating on 

thin margins. 

 

10. Question 

A) Last March, I was invited to present a paper on the topic of whether the mistakes of the 

20th century would be repeated in the 21st century as well. 

B) The economic crisis hadn't become grave then. 

C) But today the world is in the midst of the biggest economic crisis since 1929. 

D) The key difference between then and now is that the old power structures have finally 

disappeared. 

E) Now even the US is pleading for financial help from China. 

 

11. Question 

A) Thus, despite India's huge population, we have not done well in Olympic Games. 

B) During the British period also, cricket remained popular in India. 

C) Cricket has been an extremely popular game in India for quite some time now. 

D) It is time our government and corporate fraternity pay due attention to other games/sports 

and we redeem our national pride in Olympic Games. 

E) However, due to this reason, other games/sports did not receive the required attention they 

deserve. 

 

12. Question 

A) People started fearing a famine. 

B) Monsoon turned out to be unusually abundant and the danger was averted. 

C) The monsoon failed and water tanks became almost empty. 

D) So, no grain could be sown by the farmers in their fields. 

E) Farmers looked anxiously for the next monsoon. 

 

13. Question 
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A) Economists all over the world have expressed anxiety in this regard. 

B) As a result, Indian people have been subjected to high cost of living and inflation. 

C) Indian economy has not shown desirable growth in the recent years. 

D) Grim global economic scenario has also contributed to this problem and it seems a quick 

fix solution is yet far away. 

E) But, one of the primary reasons for such a situation has been Indian government's inability 

to take tough decisions. 

 

14. Question 

A) They fled to the higher ground. 

B) Soon the floods retired and the villagers were able to return. 

C) The river overflowed its banks. 

D) The rain fell steadily for several days. 

E) The terrified villagers abandoned their homes. 

 

15. Question 

A) Despite posting healthy profits, Volkswagen shares trade at a discount to peers due to bad 

reputation among investors. 

B) A disastrous capital hike, an expensive foray into truck business and uncertainty about the 

reason for a share buyback have in recent years left investors bewildered. 

C) The main problem with Volkswagen is the past. 

D) Many investors have been disappointed and frightened away. 

 

E) Volkswagen shares trade at about nine times the 2002 estimated earnings, compared to 

BMW's 19 and are the second cheapest in the sector. 

 

16. Question 

A) Ignorance is the opposite of knowledge, i.e., want of knowledge. 

B) To deal with uncertainty and ignorance economists have recognized the entrepreneur as 

possessing this non-rational form of knowledge. 

C) Like some ancient priest-king, the entrepreneur ‘knows’ the future and leads his people. 

D) Entrepreneurial knowledge is essentially intuitive. 

E) It involves seeing and realizing a vision of future markets, products and/or other 

opportunities. 
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17. Question 

A) The impetus for change in cargo handling, after years of operational inefficiency has come 

from new private sector facilitators. 

B) Other ports, both major and minor, have spurred into action. 

C) And the government agrees this is having a cascading effect on the functioning of other 

ports. 

D) In terms of cargo handling efficiency, some of India's ports have lately undergone a sea 

change. 

 

18. Question 

A) The credit rating agencies use legions of high trained analyst with access to top 

management. 

B) Their meticulous reports giving ratings for corporate bonds are designed to give an 

accurate picture of the bonds riskiness and ultimately the probability of default. 

C) Lately, the credit-rating agencies have struggled to keep up. 

D) It seems a bond rating tells you even less about the price that investors are willing to pay. 

E) In 1999 two-third of the debt rated triple B by standard and poor was priced within 20 

basis points of the average bond with the same rating. 

19. Question 

A) Just as with adults, pessimistic ways of interpreting defeats seem to feed the sense of 

helplessness and hopelessness at the heart of children's depression. 

B) That people who are already depressed think in these ways has long been known. 

C) What has only recently emerged, though, is that children's beliefs about their own ability 

to control what happens in their lives. 

D) One line of evidence comes from studies of children's belief about their own ability to 

control what happens in their lives- for example, being able to change things for the better. 

E) This insight suggests a window of opportunity for inoculating them against depression 

before it strikes. 

F) This assessed by children's rating of themselves in such term as : 'when I have problems at 

home I'm better than most kids at helping to solve problems' and 'When I work hard, I get 

good grades'. 

 

20. Question 
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A) Wonder is marvellous, but it is also cruel, cruel, cruel. 

B) We have paid a terrible price for our education, such as it is. 

C) Of course, wonder is costly because it is the antithesis of the anxiously worshipped 

security. 

D) The Magian World View, in so far as it exists, has taken flight into science. 

E) We have educated ourselves into a world from which wonder has been banished. 

 

21. Question 

A) Most investors feel they lose out when the market rallies. 

B) There are times when one is not sure of the direction in which a sector will move. 

C) Everytime such a thing happens you wish to include in your portfolio some of the stocks 

scaling the new highs every day. 

D) While the index and several scripts may be running with each passing day, the investor 

may find that the specific shares in his portfolio are hardly moving. 

E) All this can lead to rash decisions. 

F) Picking a winner even within a booming sector is tough. 

 

22. Question 

A) Behaviour is just the evidence for mind, not its very nature. 

B) The view that a mind can be reduced to patterns in behaviour is a hypothesis long 

abandoned. 

C) Thus you can act as if you are in pain and not really be in pain. 

D) The turning test, one may say, is seriously flawed. 

 

23. Question 

A) Risk-stemming from fluctuations in exchange rate loans hover constantly on the horizon 

of foreign investment. 

B) In view of the higher risk, a firm contemplating foreign investment would naturally expect 

a higher rate of return. 

C) A multinational company may be accused of 'profiteering' even when it may simply be 

following the sound financial practice of asking for a higher rate of return commensurate 

with risks characterizing the project. 

D) In addition, a foreign investment is subject to discriminatory treatment and selection 

control in various forms. 
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24. Question 

A) In 1979, Grenada witnessed the establishment of a socialist government by Maurice 

Bishop, which survived four years of US-engineered incursions. 

B) This was duly appreciated, with some 7, 000 US servicemen being designated as heroes 

and given decorations. 

C) This government was overthrown in an internal power struggle among left-wing groups 

and, within three weeks of the Bishop’s ouster and assassination, Reagan launched Operation 

Urgent Fury against Grenada, claiming that the invasion was "forced on us by events that 

have no precedent in the eastern Caribbean." 

D) In the end Grenada, just like Cuba and Nicaragua, was no more than the Chomskian 

"threat of a good example" to other Third World countries in the region. 

 

E) Around 2,000 US Marines "fought" for a week, destroying a mental hospital, killing 84 

Cubans building an airstrip, and 400 Grenadians. 

 

25. Question 

A) In his second book ‘Manage yourself’, Dishu explained how the expectancy theory 

convinced managers and employees that managing the individual works better than treating 

everyone the same. 

B) Earlier on, Dishu had applied his expectancy theory in a step by step process used mainly 

as a one-on-one approach between the manager and the employees. 

C) Everyone was flabbergasted by his success. 

D) Nevertheless, Dishu organized a team and implemented, tested and gathered data to 

measure results in the corporate environment. 

E) It was not designed for the entire organizations. 

 

Answers 

1. DAECB 

2. BCEAD 

3. DBAEC 

4. DEACB 

5. ABCDE 

6. ACEBD 
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7. DBAEC 

8. ABDEC 

9. EDABC 

10. ABCDE 

11. CBEAD 

12. CDAEB 

13. CDAEB 

14. DCEAB 

15. ACDBE 

16. DEABC 

17. DACB 

18. ABCDE 

19. ABCEDF 

20. CABED 

21. ADCEBF 

22. DBAC 

23. ADBC 

24. ACEBD 

25. BEDCA 

 

 

Directions (Qs.1-5): In the question, six statements are given, out of which the 1st statement 

(1) is fixed and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the remaining statements 

in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 

1. In a bid to increase its market share in India’s payments market, Google has rebranded its 

payments app Google Tez into Google Pay. 

P. The only bottleneck which needs to be addressed is the hawkish stance of RBI against all 

the digital payments banks.   

Q. In the coming weeks, these customers will be able to use Google Pay to take out a 

customised loan amount from their banks, with minimal paperwork. 
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R. At its annual event Google for India, the tech giant announced its partnership with private 

banks to facilitate pre-approved loans instantly. 

S. Using this app, customers will soon be able to get loans from HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 

Federal Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank. 

T. After they accept the bank’s terms, the money is deposited securely and instantly by their 

bank, into their bank account. 

Question 1 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SECOND sentence 

after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) R 

c) S 

d) T 

e) P 

Ans:(b) 

Question 2 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 
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c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

Question 3 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence 

after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) R 

c) Q 

d) T 

e) S 

Ans: (c) 

Question 4 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 
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c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: (e) 

Question 5 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SIXTH sentence after 

rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) T 

d) Q 

e) R 

Ans: (a) 

Question 6 

of the world’s population (A)/ children constitute a third (B)/ but account for more (C)/ than 

50% of refugees (D) 

a) ACDB 

b) BACD 
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c) BDAC 

d) DACB 

e) No rearrangement required 

Ans: (b) 

Question 7 

for all citizens of the world (A)/ to add moral authority to (B)/ the time has come to demand 

(C)/ urgent and immediate intervention (D)/ who believe in basic humanity (E) 

a) ADCE 

b) BADC 

c) CADB 

d) AECD 

e) DECA 

Ans: (d) 

Directions (Qs. 8-12): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Arrange the sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the 

questions that follow. 

P. So are large parts of Europe. 

Q. The other big emerging market, India, too is wrestling with a huge debt overhang. 
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R. China faces the problem of a large expansion in credit which has sustained growth in 

recent years. 

S. Excessive debt in many parts of the world could undermine the IMF’s upbeat forecasts. 

T. The threat of protectionism and anti-globalisation sentiments in the U.S. and Europe pose 

bigger 

risks than many of these factors. 

Question 8 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (c) 

Question 9 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) Q 
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c) P 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

Question 10 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) S 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

Question 11 

Which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 
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e) T 

Ans: (e) 

Question 12 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 

Ans: (b) 

Directions (Qs.13-17): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Sentence 1 is given as the first sentence in the set. Arrange the 

remaining sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions that follow. 

1. Oil is of course only one commodity in a long-standing Indo-Iranian trade relationship. 

P. Iran buys basmati rice and sugar from India, as well as various agrochemicals and 

petroleum products. 

Q. In addition to this deal, India and Iran have reached agreement on the expansion of several 

industrial facilities at the port of Chabahar; the work is to be undertaken mainly by Indian 

entities. 
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R. Substantial expansions in the volume of this business are also likely, despite earlier 

tensions over delayed Indian payments for oil. 

S. Another substantial deal is the one under preparation for India to have operating rights in 

the Farzad B gas field, which lies within Iranian waters in the Persian Gulf. 

T. The Indian government has taken steps to reassure Indian insurers in the public and private 

sectors, as well as banks, over the risks they might take in handling Iranian money while the 

U.S. sanctions regime remains in force. 

Question 13 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (a) 

Question 14 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 
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b) P 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (c) 

Question 15 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) T 

c) R 

d) S 

e) P 

Ans: (d) 

Question 16 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIFTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 
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b) P 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

Question 17 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the SIXTH 

(LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 

e) P 

Ans: (e) 

Directions (Qs. 18-22): A set of sentences is given, which when properly sequenced, form a 

coherent paragraph. Sentence 6 is given as the last sentence in the set. Arrange the remaining 

sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions that follow. 

P.  In the age of satellites, measurements are no longer made from below but above. 
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Q. An expedition, in 1999, that measured Mount Everest using a GPS receiver found that it 

was 10 metres higher. 

R. Maps, with their MSL (mean sea level) markings, bear the stamp of this tradition. 

S. Mount Everest, for instance, is 8,848 metres when measured from the surface of the sea 

but may have a different value if measured from the ocean floor. 

T. For a long time, a place’s height has been measured with reference to the surrounding 

sea.   

6. Not only does that make your climb higher but several measurements of dams and 

skyscrapers are affected depending on whether they are computed by traditional surveying or 

satellites. 

Question 18 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIRST 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) T 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 

e) P 

Ans: (a) 

Question 19 
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Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) T 

d) R 

e) P 

 Ans: (d) 

Question 20 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FOURTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) P 

c) S 

d) R 

e) T 

Ans: (b) 

Question 21 
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Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the FIFTH 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) P 

d) R 

e) T 

Ans: (b) 

Question 22 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the SECOND 

sentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) P 

c) S 

d) T 

e) Q 

Ans: (c)  
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Directions (Qs. 23-27): A set of seven statements is given, out of which the 1st and 4th 

statements are fixed, and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the remaining 

statements in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 

A. Communal politics, which ironically passes for secularism in this country, has been the 

bane of Indian politics. 

B. It can be traced back to the British policy of ‘divide and rule’, the result of which was 

Partition. 

C. It felt that this would lead to a perpetually enervated nation. 

D. It rejected the suggestions for a separate electorate for the minorities and the proportional 

representation system. 

E. The Constitution was a repudiation of these ideas and the politics that perpetuated them. 

F. But in most policies that have been followed until now, we have seen furtherance of vote-

bank politics. 

G. The narrative has to change. 

Question 23 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) C 

b) G 

c) B 

d) E 
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e) F 

Ans: (c) 

Question 24 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (d) 

Question 25 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 

b) C 

c) G 

d) E 
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e) F 

Ans: (b) 

Question 26 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SIXTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 

b) C 

c) G 

d) E 

e) F 

Ans: (e) 

Question 27 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of the 

following will be the SEVENTH (LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 

c) C 

d) E 
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e) B 

Ans: (a) 

Directions (Q.28): In the question given below, a set of sentences is given, which when 

properly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. From the options, choose the one that 

provides the correct final order of the rearranged statements. 

Question 28 

A. Double jeopardy is the idea that a person cannot be tried more than once for the same 

offence. 

B. For instance, Article 20(2) of India’s Constitution states: “No person shall be prosecuted 

and punished for the same offence more than once.” 

C. Exceptions to the rule exist, for example, if the case against someone ends in a mistrial, 

then the defendant may be retried. 

D. The legal principle seems to have its basis in Roman law, and has found its way into the 

constitutions and statutes of many countries. 

a) ACDB 

b) CBDA 

c) BADC 

d) ABCD 

e) ADBC 

Ans: (e) 



 

 71 

Directions (Qs.29-33): In the given question below, five statements are given, out of which 

four, when rearranged, form a coherent and meaningful paragraph, and one does not. 

Rearrange the remaining statements in the right order and identify the odd sentence which 

does not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph and mark that option as your 

answer. 

A. The decision to float thermocol in Vaigai dam to prevent evaporation is illogical and 

unconvincing. 

B. It is surprising that such a decision has been taken by a Minister in the State government. 

C. With the monsoons failing year after year, there has to be a long-term solution. 

D. On a large river like the Vaigai, such a scheme would be impossible to implement even if 

proven to be technically sound. 

E. While thermocol is thermal resistant, it is slow to biodegrade and will gradually absorb 

water at the rate of 0.5% for every seven days of exposure in water. 

Question 29 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (c) 
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Question 30 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (a) 

Question 31 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (b) 

Question 32 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 
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a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (d) 

Question 33 

Which of the following sentences does not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (e) 

Directions (Q.34): In the question given below, a set of sentences is given, which when 

properly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. From the options, choose the one that 

provides the correct final order of the rearranged statements. 

Question 34 
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P. The rights of people who do drink responsibly versus the social evils of drunk driving, 

alcoholism, domestic violence and poverty is a never-ending debate. 

Q. The way we have been trying to regulate this to protect these parties has been quite 

impractical. 

R. And most of the existing solutions create more problems. 

S. A person drinking alcohol might claim that he is exercising his individual right and any 

attempt to prevent or restrict him could be construed as moral policing. 

T. But it is an undeniable fact that he does create potential risks and liabilities towards 

innocent third parties.   

a) PQRST 

b) SRQTP 

c) PRSTQ 

d) TQPSR 

e) PSQTR 

Ans: (c) 

 

Directions (Qs. 35-39): A set of five statements are given below, which when rearranged, 

form a coherent and meaningful paragraph. Rearrange the sentences and answer the questions 

that follow 

A. The first was relatively easier once the language of the inscriptions was recognised as 

Tamil. 
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B. But deciphering the Indus script was a far more complicated study on which he spent half 

a century. 

C. Mahadevan, or Jani as his friends called him, was a special person of _____ talent and a 

much-respected scholar. 

D. The second was the decipherment of the pictograms from the Indus Civilisation, based on 

the seals in the main, and found in large numbers at Indus sites. 

E. His main interests were two. One was the study of the adaptation of the Brahmi script to 

Tamil, what came to be called Tamil Brahmi. 

Question 35 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a)     A 

b)     B 

c)     C 

d)     D 

e)     E 

Ans: (a) 

Question 36 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a)     A 
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b)     B 

c)     C 

d)     D 

e)     E 

Ans: (c) 

Question 37 

Which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a)     A 

b)     B 

c)     C 

d)     D 

e)     E 

Ans: (b) 

Question 38 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a)     A 

b)     B 

c)     C 
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d)     D 

e)     E 

And: (d) 

Question 39 

Which of the following words would fit in the blank given in Statement C? 

A.    Belated 

B.    Extraordinary 

C.    Deliberate 

D.    Hasty 

E.     Working 

Ans: (b) 

Common Solution (Qs. 35-38): The paragraph is about a scholar called Mahadevan and his 

interests. Statement C introduces Mahadevan and therefore will be the first sentence in the 

paragraph. 

Directions (Qs. 40-44): In the question below, a set of statements is given, which when 

rearranged, form a coherent and meaningful paragraph. Rearrange the given sentences in the 

right order and answer the questions that follow. 

A. Few people recognise the conflict that diverse cultural values in a society like ours 

necessarily involves. 
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B. They are often not compatible with the fundamental values, such as equality and justice, 

enshrined in the Constitution. 

C. Many of these values and behaviours impinge on religious beliefs. 

D. The Constitution of India carries a transformative vision of society, implying a major 

change in the values and behaviours embedded in culture. 

E. The State has to play a negotiating role, reconciling and mitigating the conflict between 

Constitutional values and those entrenched in culture. 

Question 40 

Which of the following statements will follow A after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 

c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (a) 

Question 41 

Which of the following statements will precede B after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 
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c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (c) 

Question 42 

Which of the following statements will precede E after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 

c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (b) 

Question 43 

Which of the following connectors can be used to link statements B and C? 

a) Because 

b) Additionally 

c) Since 

d) Whereas 
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e) While 

Ans: (b) 

Question 44 

Which of the following connectors can be used to link statements B and E? 

a) Furthermore 

b) So 

c) Moreover 

d) But 

e) While 

 

Directions (Qs. 45): In the question given below, rearrange the parts of the sentence in the 

correct order, and choose the correct option. 

Question 45 

Arctic wildfires in June (A)/ released more pollution (B)/ than in the previous 18 years (C)/ 

that data had been collected 

a) ACDB 

b) DCBA 

c) DBAC 

d) BCAD 



 

 81 

e) No rearrangement required 

Ans: (e) 

Solution: ABCD is the final order. A begins the sentence by establishing the subject- Arctic 

wildfires. B follows with the verb stem and tells us that these wildfires released a lot of 

pollution. CD follows as a pair, by telling us how this pollution was greater than the last 18 

years that data had been collected. Thus, (e) is the right answer. 

Directions (Qs. 46-50): Given below is a set of sentences, which when properly sequenced, 

form a coherent paragraph. Arrange the sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the 

questions that follow. 

P. During several centuries of voyaging to the east they found and settled the tiny islands 

scattered across 16 million square miles from New Zealand to Hawaii. 

Q. Launching one of history’s great eras of exploration, Polynesians journeyed by canoe 

across the vast Pacific Ocean. 

R. They left no written history to chronicle these voyages, but scientists have retraced the 

trips using various lines of evidence. 

S. Even the spread of foodstuffs like the sweet potato—of American origin but found across 

the Pacific and nowhere else—could offer evidence. 

T. Striking similarities in languages exist across widely separated island groups, for example, 

and the remains of structures and stones offer clues to who erected them. 

Question 46 

Which of the following sentences will be the FIRST after rearrangement? 

a) R 
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b) S 

c) P 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: D 

Question 47 

Which of the following sentences will be the SECOND after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) R 

c) P 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: C 

Question 48 

Which of the following sentences will be the THIRD after rearrangement? 

a) T 

b) Q 

c) R 
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d) S 

e) P 

Ans: C 

Question 49 

Which of the following sentences will be the FOURTH after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: E 

Question 50 

Which of the following sentences will be the FIFTH after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) P 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 
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Ans: A 

 

Q1. 1. 1971 war changed the political geography of the subcontinent 

         2. Despite the significance of the event. There has been no serious book about the 

conflict 

         3. Surrender at Dacca aims to fill this gap 

         4. It also profoundly altered the geo-strategic situation in South-East Asia 

A. 1324 

B.  3142 

C. 2143 

D. 1423 

Ans.(D) 

 

Q2. 1). Nonetheless, Tocqueville was only one of the first of a long line of thinkers to worry 

whether such rough equality could survive in the face of a growing factory system that 

threatened to create divisions between industrial workers and a new business elite. 

         2)."The government of democracy brings the nation of political rights to the level of the 

humblest citizens. He wrote ," Just as the dissemination of wealth brings the notion of property 

within the reach of all the members of the community". 

        3). Tocqueville was far too shrewd an observer to be uncritical about the US, but his 

verdict was fundamentally positive. 

       4). No visitor to the US left a more enduring record of his travels and observations than 

the French writer and political theorist Alexis de Tocqueville, whose ‘Democracy in America’, 

first published in 1835, remains one of the most trenchant and insightful analyses of American 

social and political practises. 

     

           A.4132 

           B.2134 

           C.4321 

           D.4213 

        Ans.(c) 

 

Q3. 1). The potential exchanges between the officials of IBBF and the Maharashtra Body-
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Building Association has all the trappings of a drama we are accustomed to. 

         2). In the case of sports persons, there is room for some sympathy, but the apathy of the 

administrators, which has even led to sanctions from international bodies, is unpardonable. 

         3). A case in the point is the hefty penalty of US $10,000 slapped on the Indian Body-

Building Federation for not fulfilling its commitment for holding the Asian Championships in 

Mumbai in October. 

         4). It is a matter of deep regret and concern that the sports administrators often cause 

more harm to the image of the country than sportsmen and sportswomen do through their 

dismal performances. 

          A.3124 

          B.4231 

         C.4123 

         D.3421 

        Ans.(B) 

 

Q4. 1). Over the years, I have had the opportunities to observe and understand the thought 

processes behind the ads that have been flooding both the print and the TV media. 

        2). Although there is a huge shift in the quality of ads that we come across on a daily 

basis-- thanks essentially to improvement in technology--I somehow can't help but feel that the 

quality of communication of the message has become diluted. 

       3). Proportionally, the number of ads that lack in quality, have gone up exponentially as 

well!! 

      4). There is an increasing attempt by most companies to be seen as cool and funky. 

      5). Another reason could be the burgeoning number of companies, which means an 

exponential increase in the number of ads that are being made. 

 

A.43125 

B.43512 

C.12453 

D.21435 

Ans.(C) 

 

Q5. 1). His political career came to an abrupt end with China's military operation. 

        2). He attracted as as repelled. 
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        3). He was responsible for the debacle. 

        4). A man of paradoxes, Menon remained an enigma. 

 

A.4312 

B.1342 

C.4213 

D.4132 

Ans.(C) 

 

Directions for Questions for 1 to 5: Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) 

and (F) to make a meaningful paragraph and then answer the questions which follow: 

(A) The blame for lacking creativity is, however, put on the present generation by the modern 

educationists. 

(B) The concept of homework began so that the pupils could revise that was being taught in 

the class. 

(C) By doing so, most of the schools took away the leisure time of the children. 

(D) Instead, these educationists should suggest lowering of burden of homework to the 

commission for educational reforms. 

(E) The purpose of this concept was, however, defeated when the schools started 

overburdening students with so-called homework. 

(F) Lack of such leisure time does not allow the children to develop creative pursuits. 

 

Which of the following sentences should be the THIRD after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) E 

(3) D 

(4) F 

(5) C 

Ans. C 

Which of the following sentences should be the FIRST after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) B 

(3) C 

(4) D 
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(5) E 

Ans. B 

 

Which of the following sentences should be the SECOND after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) B 

(3) D 

(4) E 

(5) F 

Ans. E 

Which of the following sentences should be the SIXTH (LAST) after rearrangement? 

(1) B 

(2) C 

(3) D 

(4) E 

(5) F 

Ans. D 

 

Which of the following sentences should be the FIFTH after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) B 

(3) C 

(4) E 

(5) F 

Ans. A 

 

Directions for Questions 6 to 10: Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and 

(F) to make a meaningful paragraph and then answer the questions which follow: 

(A) A group of media persons have now taken the responsibility of educating people regarding 

the reality shows. 

(B) This is because these shows are said to be staged, fabricated and directed to improve TRPs. 

(C) The reality shows on TV have been attracting a huge viewership recently. 

(D) Owing to their efforts, the public has now realized the truth behind reality shows and such 

shows are fast losing their hold. 
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(E) Though the name infers ‘real’, viewers are being exposed to a lot of ‘unreal’ content. 

(F) The public however is drawn to such contents of the reality shows unaware of this 

fabrication. 

Which of the following sentence should be the FOURTH after rearrangement? 

(1) C 

(2) B 

(3) E 

(4) F 

(5) D 

 Ans. 4 

 

Which of the following sentence should be the SIXTH (LAST) after rearrangement? 

(1) B 

(2) D 

(3) C 

(4) E 

(5) A 

Ans. 2 

Which of the following sentence should be the FIRST after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) C 

(3) D 

(4) E 

(5) F 

Ans. 2 

 

Which of the following sentence should be the SECOND after rearrangement? 

(1) A 

(2) B 

(3) C 

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 5 

Which of the following sentence should be the THIRD after rearrangement? 
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(1) B 

(2) C 

(3) F 

(4) D 

(5) A 

Ans. 1 

 

Directions for Questions 1 to 5: Rearrange the following five sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) and 

(E) in the proper sequence to form a paragraph; then answer the questions given below them. 

(A) A small wooden nest box is all it has taken to rekindle all the romance of bringing sparrows 

and other birds back into our Cities and halt them from fading into the past like a forgotten 

folktale. 

(B) There is something wrong with a city that remains unperturbed even as its birds desert it. 

(C) Thankfully, the situation is not as hopeless as it seems. 

(D) Much as we try to defend the seemingly irreversible modern life of these cities, we can’t 

stop our hearts from crying when we realize that our rapidly degenerating urban eco-system 

isn’t generous enough to let these delicate winged creatures build tiny little nests in its nooks 

and crannies, sit in solitude, and rear offspring. 

(E) And this desertion seems to be true with most metros in India where house sparrows have 

almost become a thing of tin past. 

Q1. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  

(2) B 

(3) C  

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 2 

 

Q2. Which of the following should be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) E  

(2) D 

(3) C  

(4) B 

(5) A 
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Ans. 1 

 

Q3. Which of the following should be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  

(2) B 

(3) C  

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 4 

 

Q4. Which of the following should be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) E  

(2) D 

(3) C  

(4) B 

(5) A 

Ans. 3 

  

 

Q5. Which of the following should be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  

(2) B 

(3) C  

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 1 

 

Directions for Questions 6 to 10: Rearrange the following seven sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), 

(E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence to form a meaningful paragraph; then answer the 

questions given below them. 

(A) But seriously, how much would you pay to know what thoughts are swimming around in 

someone else’s head? 

(B) In most fictional movies thus, the idea of reading minds -of seeing the private intentions of 

another, and the possibility of intervening in those plans has always been highly attractive 
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(C) Such fantastical questions have long been the bread and butter of fiction. 

(D) Today, more than four centuries since the phrase, “A penny for your thoughts?” was first 

recorded, inflationary accounting makes that ancient penny worth more than $40. 

(E) The going rate for a “thought” a probe into the thinking of another – was once quite a 

bargain. 

(F) And if you could really know their truthfulness how much more would you pay? 

(G) Even with the sliding value of the dollar, this still seems quite a bargain. 

 

Q6. Which of the following should be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) F  

(2) D 

(3) C  

(4) G 

(5) A 

Ans. 2 

 

Q7. Which of the following should be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  

(2) B 

(3) G  

(4) D 

(5) F 

Ans. 1 

 

Q8. Which of the following should be the SIXTH sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) E  

(2) G 

(3) C  

(4) B 

(5) A 

Ans. 3 

 

Q9. Which of the following should be the SEVENTH (Last) sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  
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(2) B 

(3) F  

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 2 

 

Q10. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

(1) A  

(2) B 

(3) C  

(4) D 

(5) E 

Ans. 5 

 

Para jumbles 

Directions: Rearrange the following sentences in the proper sequence to form a meaningful 

paragraph and then answer the question given below. 

(Question 1 to 5) 

A. American President Donald Trump last week announced that his administration would 

soon impose 

tariffs on the import of steel and aluminium into the U.S. for an indefinite period of time. 

B. The European Union, one of the largest trading partners of the U.S., has since vowed to 

return the 

favour through retaliatory measures targeting American exporters. 

C. After all, they had learned their lessons from the global trade war of the 1930s which 

deepened and 

prolonged the Great Depression, or so it was thought. 

D. The EU is expected to come out with a list of over 100 items imported from the U.S. that 

will be subject 

to scrutiny. 

E. World leaders did well to avoid protectionist trade policies in the aftermath of the Great 

Recession of 

2008. 

1. Which of the following can be the first statement after re-arrangement? 
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A. A B. B C. C D.D E. E 

2. Which of the following can be the second statement after re-arrangement? 

A. A B. B C. C D.D E. E 

3. Which of the following can be the third statement after re-arrangement? 

A. A B. B C. C D.D E. E 

4. Which of the following can be the fourth statement after re-arrangement? 

A. A B. B C. C D.D E. E 

5. Which of the following can be the fifth statement after re-arrangement? 

A. A B. B C. C D.D E. E 

 

(Question 6 to 10) 

A. Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, who led the Victory Alliance, bet on the gains the Iraqi 

army made under 

his leadership in the war against the Islamic State to win political points. 

B. The May 12 parliamentary vote was crucial for all the main blocs in Iraq. 

C. For the Al-Faith bloc, a coalition of parties and leaders that have close ties with Iran, 

capturing power 

was important at a time when Iran is facing new regional challenges, and they ran a largely 

pro-Shia 

campaign. 

D. Mr. Sadr, on the other side, shed his early sectarian image, focussed his campaign on 

social justice and 

government failure, attacked Iran’s deepening influence in Iraq from a nationalist perspective 

and stitched 

up alliances with liberals and communists to expand his base. 

E. Iraq’s parliamentary election results marked a remarkable comeback for Muqtada al-Sadr. 

F. He is the nationalist Shia cleric who for years had been side-lined both by the Iraqi 

establishment and its 

Iranian backers. 

6. Which of the following would be the first statement after re-arrangement? 

A. F B. E C. A D. C E. B 

7. Which of the following would be the second statement after re-arrangement? 

A. F B. E C. A D. C E. B 

8. Which of the following would be the third statement after re-arrangement? 
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A. A B. E C. F D. B E. C 

9. Which of the following would be the first statement after re-arrangement? 

A. B B. C C. A D. E E. F 

10. Which of the following would be the fifth statement after re-arrangement? 

A. A B. B C. C D. E E. F 

(Question 11 to 15) 

The World Health Organization has declared India as polio-free since no new polio case has 

been reported 

in the country in the last couple of years. 

A. It also gives an idea regarding the effective implementation of the government schemes in 

the country 

so that they give the desired result 

B. Without participation from the general public, it would not have been possible to achieve 

this 

tremendous feat with the government schemes only. 

C. India can take heart from this success and can replicate the same model for eradication of 

other 

diseases also from the country. 

D. The thrust should be on educating the mass regarding the harmful effects of insects and 

the reasons for 

the growth of such insects. 

E. This underlines the efforts by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare along with the 

staff members at 

the ground levels. 

11. Which among the following will be the fourth sentence of the paragraph after the 

rearrangement? 

A. C B. D C. B D. A E. None of the above 

12. Which among the following will be the second sentence of the paragraph after the 

rearrangement? 

A. D B. C. B D. A E. E 

13. Which among the following will be the fifth sentence of the paragraph after the 

rearrangement? 

A. D B. B C. E D. C E. A 

14. Which among the following will be the FIRST sentence of the paragraph after the 
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rearrangement? 

A. A B. C C. D D. E E. B 

15. Which among the following will be the third sentence of the paragraph after the 

rearrangement? 

A. A B. B C. D D. E E. C 

(Question 16 to 20) 

A. What was until then a sport predominantly of the hinterlands received wider recognition as 

television 

and newspapers began discovering it. 

B. The Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal, which narrates the story of Mahavir Singh Phogat and his 

daughters 

Geeta Phogat and Babita Kumari, was perhaps the icing on the cake. 

C. Ever since Sushil Kumar won a bronze medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, wrestling has, 

without doubt, 

grown by leaps and bounds. 

D. Now, it has reached a stage where Sakshi’s Olympic bronze is expected to do to women’s 

wrestling what 

Sushil’s did to wrestling in general. 

E. Also, independent India’s first individual Olympic medal winner was a wrestler: Khashaba 

Dadasaheb 

Jadhav, who bagged a bronze in the 1952 Helsinki Games. This aided wrestling in securing a 

prominent 

place both in the minds of the country’s citizenry as well as in its yet-to-thrive sporting 

ecosystem. 

F. That Sakshi and the Phogats came from Haryana, a State infamous for its skewed gender 

ratio, even 

boosted the narrative of the sport now being a tool for breaking gender stereotypes. 

G. Even to the uninitiated, the sport’s rich moral, philosophical and mystical heritage — with 

links first to 

the Ramayana and the Mahabharata through the likes of Hanuman and Bhima, and then to the 

Mughals 

and Maratha kings, who were huge patrons of the sport — has always appealed. 

H. A series of successes followed, from Yogeshwar Dutta to the Phogat sisters to Sakshi 

Malik. 
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16. Which of the following would be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

A. G B. B C. H D. A E. F 

17. Which of the following would be the SEVENTH sentence after rearrangement? 

A. C B. H C. D D. B E. A 

18. Which of the following would be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

A. B B. H C. C D. D E. F 

19. Which of the following would be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

A. H B. C C. G D. A E. D 

20. Which of the following would be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

A. D B. A C. G D. H E. B 

(Question 20 to 25) 

A. Providing benefits for women and children is a societal responsibility which can be funded 

in a large 

country through a combination of general taxation and contributory payments. 

B. This should further lead to closer scrutiny of the difficulties faced by unorganised workers 

who fall 

beyond the scope of any worthwhile labour welfare measures. 

C. The enhancement of paid maternity leave for women in the organised sector to 26 weeks 

from 12 is a 

progressive step. 

D. The reported move to restrict even this meagre benefit to the first child for budgetary 

reasons is 

retrograde and must be given up. 

E. Positive though it is, the amended law is expected to cover only 1.8 million women, a 

small subset of 

women in the workforce. 

F. For many poor millions in the unorganised sector, the only support available is a small 

conditional cash 

benefit of Rs. 6,000 during pregnancy and lactation offered under the Maternity Benefit 

Programme. 

G. It is wholly welcome that such a benefit is being introduced with an amendment to the 

Maternity 

Benefit Act, 1961. 

1. Which of the following would be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 
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A. F B. A C. E D. B E. G 

2. Which of the following would be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

A. D B. A C. F D. G E. B 

3. Which of the following would be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

A. C B. G C. D D.B E. A 

4. Which of the following would be the LAST BUT ONE sentence after rearrangement? 

A. B B. F C. E D. C E. D 

5. Which of the following would be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

A. E B. G C. F D. A E. D 

 

1.E 

2.C 

 3.A 

 4.B 

 5.D 

6.B 

7.A 

8.D 

9.C 

10.C 

11.C 

12.B 

13.E 

14.D 

15.C 

16.A 

17.D 

18.B 

19.E 

20.B 

21.D 

22.C 

23.A 

24.E 
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25.B 

 

 

50 QUESTIONS ON PARAJUMBLE WITH SOLUTIONS 

 

Question 1: 

A. Literature is uncanny. What does this mean? To try to define the uncanny is immediately 

to encounter one of its decisive paradoxes, namely that ' the uncanny ' has to do with a 

troubling of definitions, with a fundamental disturbance of what we think and feel.  

B. The uncanny is not just a matter of the weird or spooky, but has to do more specifically 

with a disturbance of the familiar.  

C. The uncanny has to do with a sense of strangeness, mystery or eeriness.  

D. More particularly it concerns a sense of unfamiliarity which appears at the very heart of 

the familiar, or else a sense of familiarity which appears at the very heart of the unfamiliar.  

E. Such a disturbance might be hinted at by way of the word ' familiar ' itself.    

 

[1] ABCDE 

[2] ACDEB 

[3] ACDBE 

[4] ACEDB 

 

Question 2: 

A. But in each of these exchanges we are also presented with a kind of strangeness as well: in 

the context of Eliot ' s novel, for example, we may reflect on the irony of the fact that what 

the mother recognizes in her children, what it is in their voice that confirms the persistence of 

their identity, is something that cannot be heard, a lisp perceived only by the mother.  

B. In both of these examples we have what appear to be confirmations of the persistence of 

identity, expressed in the singular or peculiar nature (the ' trick ' ) of a person ' s voice.  

C. Nothing is stranger, or more familiar, than the idea of a voice.  

D. In George Eliot ' s Daniel Deronda (1876), a character called Mrs Meyrick observes that ' 

A mother hears something like a lisp in her children ' s talk to the very last ' .  

E. In Shakespeare ' s King Lear (1605), the blinded Gloucester recognizes Lear from his 

voice: ' The trick of that voice I do well remember;/ Is ' t not the King? ' .    
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[1] CDEBA 

[2] DECAB 

[3] DECBA 

[4] CDEAB 

 

Question 3: 

A. Charlotte Bronta? ' s Jane Eyre (1847) is one of the classic nineteenthcentury novels in 

English.  

B. It describes a love affair between the eponymous heroine, a governess, and her aristocratic 

master, Rochester.  

C. The novel ends with the marriage of Jane and Rochester after Jane has become both 

professionally and economically independent.  

D. Jane ' s struggle for independence marks the novel as centrally engaged with the 

oppression of women in nineteenth-century England and with the possibility of their 

liberation from constricting roles of subservience to their male ' masters ' .    

 

[1] ACDB 

[2] ACBD 

[3] ABDC 

[4] ABCD 

 

Question 4: 

A. In the Preface to this book we remark that theory – particularly when it takes the form of 

isms – can seem intimidating or simply boring; deeply desiring to be neither, we also have 

good theoretical reasons for feeling wary of isms.  

B. Colonialism, postcolonialism, neocolonialism: three isms that depend upon the figure of 

the colony.  

C. As Martin Heidegger put it: ' Every mere ism is a misunderstanding and the death of 

history ' .  

D. But saying this of course does not make isms go away; isms are convenient, as well as 

deadly.  

E. This assertion draws attention to the ways in which isms inevitably encourage 

generalization, abstractness, a lack of critical clarity and of historical awareness.    
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[1] BAEDC 

[2] BACED 

[3] ABCDE 

[4] ACBDE 

 

Question 5: 

A. This is what is implied by the term ' consumer-fiction ' : to read a novel is to consume it; if 

a good novel is like a good meal, some novels are no doubt easier to chew and swallow than 

others.  

B. They are looking for a good story line – something to get their teeth into on a long train-

journey, for example, something which has a strong sense of what Kermode calls ' narrative 

sequence ' .  

C. Most people, according to Kermode, read novels in the hope of reading something that 

adds up to a complete whole – a story with a clear structure and ' message ' .  

D. In an essay entitled ' Secrets and Narrative Sequence ' , Frank Kermode writes: ' To read a 

novel expecting the satisfactions of closure and the receipt of a message is what most people 

find enough to do; they are easier with this method because it resembles the one that works 

for ordinary acts of communication ' .  

E. Why do we read works of literature? What do we hope to get out of reading a novel, for 

example?   

 

[1] EDCBA 

[2] CDEBA 

[3] CDBAE 

[4] DCEBA 

 

Question 6: 

A. In closed texts, the murderer is found, the mystery resolved, the ghost exposed as a 

mechanical illusion, or the lovers are able to consummate their love.  

B. In a moment, we shall say something that may be rather shocking.  

C. The Italian novelist and literary theorist Umberto Eco uses the term ' closed texts ' for such 

narratives, as contrasted with ' open texts ' which leave the reader in doubt or uncertainty.  

D. In the meantime, we propose to describe two kinds of suspense, resolved and unresolved.  

E. ' Resolved ' suspense is usually associated with thrillers, detective stories, gothic novels, 
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tales of mystery and the supernatural, and romances.    

 

[1] CEDBA 

[2] EBCDA 

[3] AEBCD 

[4] BDECA 

 

Question 7: 

A. We may talk about things we enjoy in a work of literature – the gripping narrative, the 

appealing characters, the power of the language, the comedy and pathos – but we do not very 

often talk about the enjoyment itself, about what enjoyment or pleasure is.  

B. There are at least two reasons for this; in the first place, pleasure, enjoyment, emotional 

and indeed erotic excitement are extremely difficult, or even impossible, to talk about; 

secondly, and no doubt related to this, such pleasures tend to border on the transgressive or 

taboo.  

C. Whether in a seminar or at the pub, often the first thing that gets asked about a book is: 

Did you enjoy it?  

D. This is not just a way of making conversation, but also suggests the fundamental 

importance of pleasure when it comes to reading.  

E. In fact, the question ' Did you enjoy it? ' far from breaking the ice and starting a passionate 

discussion, is generally followed by a terse ' Yes ' or ' No ' and then forgotten.    

 

[1] CEDBA 

[2] CDEAB 

[3] CDEBA 

[4] ABCDE 

 

Question 8: 

A. These renamings of Presley and Clapton, then, involve the kind of exaggeration or verbal 

extravagance known as hyperbole.  

B. They may believe that his guitar-playing is transplendent, but even those whose judgement 

is blurred by an unholy mixture of illegal substances and Clapton ' s heavenly guitar solos are 

unlikely to take him for the Almighty Himself.  

C. No one, not even the most loyal of fans, believes that Eric Clapton created the world in six 
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days and rested on the seventh.  

D. No one supposes that the United States has become a monarchy and put Elvis Presley on 

the throne.  

E. But the force of these acts of renaming depends on the assumption that no one takes them 

literally.  

F. It ' s not for nothing that they call Elvis Presley ' The King ' and Eric Clapton ' God ' .    

 

[1] FEDCBA 

[2] CDEFAB 

[3] FEABCD 

[4] DCABFE 

 

Question 9: 

A. In fact, creative writing appears to have been institutionalized, in more than one sense of 

that word, since the incorporation of ' creative writing courses ' within educational institutions 

is inevitably a form of appropriation and control.  

B. Definitions, as we know, are never ' merely academic ' : they are forms and conduits of 

power.  

C. As the deceptive simplicity of the OED definition is perhaps beginning to make clear, ' 

creative writing ' has a strange relation to the academy and to the academic.  

D. We might note one further intriguing detail in this dictionary definition, namely the scare 

quotes around ' academic ' .  

E. ' Creative writing ' , this might suggest, is both ' academic ' and non-academic.    

 

[1] ACBDE 

[2] CBDAE 

[3] BDECA 

[4] DBCEA 

 

Question 10: 

A. The very phrase ' the text and the world ' , however, immediately presents a questionable 

distinction: its very formulation presupposes a difference between a text on the one hand and 

the world on the other.  

B. All of these ways of thinking about literary texts start from an assumed separation of the 
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literary work, the text, from the world.  

C. The relation between literary texts and the world has been a central problem in criticism 

and theory at least since Plato banished poets from his imaginary Republic for allegedly 

misrepresenting the world.  

D. This distinction is, of course, a very common way of thinking about literature: it is implicit 

in a certain understanding of mimesis or imitation, and in notions of realism and naturalism, 

and of representation, as well as in metaphors which figure literary texts as offering a 

window on to the world or (in Hamlet ' s words) as holding a mirror up to nature.  

E. They imply that a literary text is not, in essence, part of the world.    

 

[1] CDBAE 

[2] CABDE 

[3] CBDAE 

[4] CADBE 

 

Question 11: 

A. More ' s most important work was his ' Utopia, ' published in 1516; the name, which is 

Greek, means No-Place, and the book is one of the most famous of that series of attempts to 

outline an imaginary ideal condition of society which begins with Plato ' s ' Republic ' and 

has continued to our own time.  

B. ' Utopia, ' broadly considered, deals primarily with the question which is common to most 

of these books and in which both ancient Greece and Europe of the Renaissance took a 

special interest, namely the question of the relation of the State and the individual.  

C. It consists of two parts. In the first there is a vivid picture of the terrible evils which 

England was suffering through war, lawlessness, the wholesale and foolish application of the 

death penalty, the misery of the peasants, the absorption of the land by the rich, and the other 

distressing corruptions in Church and State.  

D. In the second part, in contrast to all this, a certain imaginary Raphael Hythlodaye 

describes the customs of Utopia, a remote island in the New World, to which chance has 

carried him.  

E. To some of the ideals thus set forth More can scarcely have expected the world ever to 

attain; and some of them will hardly appeal to the majority of readers of any period; but in 

the main he lays down an admirable program for human progress, no small part of which has 

been actually realized in the four centuries which have since elapsed.    
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[1] ABCDE 

[2] BCDEA 

[3] ABEDC 

[4] BCAED 

 

Question 12: 

A. It is hard for us to-day to realize the meaning for the men of the fifteenth century of this 

revived knowledge of the life and thought of the Greek race.  

B. The intellectual life, also, nearly restricted to priests and monks, had been formalized and 

conventionalized, until in spite of the keenness of its methods and the brilliancy of many of 

its scholars, it had become largely barren and unprofitable.  

C. The Renaissance movement first received definite direction from the rediscovery and 

study of Greek literature, which clearly revealed the unbounded possibilities of life to men 

who had been groping dissatisfied within the now narrow limits of medieval thought.  

D. The medieval Church, at first merely from the brutal necessities of a period of anarchy, 

had for the most part frowned on the joy and beauty of life, permitting pleasure, indeed, to 

the laity, but as a thing half dangerous, and declaring that there was perfect safety only within 

the walls of the nominally ascetic Church itself.  

E. Before Chaucer was dead the study of Greek, almost forgotten in Western Europe during 

the Middle Ages, had been renewed in Italy, and it received a still further impulse when at the 

taking of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453 Greek scholars and manuscripts were scattered 

to the West.   

 

[1] CBEAD 

[2] CEADB 

[3] CDEAB 

[4] CEBDA 

 

Question 13: 

A. His wide experience of men and things is manifest in the life-likeness and mature power 

of his poetry, and it accounts in part for the broad truth of all but his earliest work, which 

makes it essentially poetry not of an age but for all time.  

B. Chaucer ' s personality stands out in his writings plainly and most delightfully.  



 

 105 

C. Something of conventional medievalism still clings to Chaucer in externals, as we shall 

see, but in alertness, independence of thought, and a certain directness of utterance, he speaks 

for universal humanity.  

D. It must be borne in mind that, like some others of the greatest poets, he was not a poet 

merely, but also a man of practical affairs, in the eyes of his associates first and mainly a 

courtier, diplomat, and government official.    

 

[1] BADC 

[2] BACD 

[3] BCAD 

[4] BDAC 

 

Question 14: 

A. ' From the fury of the Norsemen, good Lord, deliver us! ' was a regular part of the litany of 

the unhappy French.  

B. The Normans who conquered England were originally members of the same stock as the ' 

Danes ' who had harried and conquered it in the preceding centuries—the ancestors of both 

were bands of Baltic and North Sea pirates who merely happened to emigrate in different 

directions; and a little farther back the Normans were close cousins, in the general Germanic 

family, of the Anglo-Saxons themselves.  

C. In the ninth and tenth centuries they mercilessly ravaged all the coasts not only of the 

West but of all Europe from the Rhine to the Adriatic.  

D. They settled Iceland and Greenland and prematurely discovered America; they established 

themselves as the ruling aristocracy in Russia, and as the imperial body-guard and chief 

bulwark of the Byzantine empire at Constantinople; and in the eleventh century they 

conquered southern Italy and Sicily, whence in the first crusade they pressed on with 

unabated vigor to Asia Minor.  

E. The exploits of this whole race of Norse sea-kings make one of the most remarkable 

chapters in the history of medieval Europe.   

 

[1] BCEAD 

[2] BECAD 

[3] ABECD 

[4] AEBDC 
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Question 15: 

A. If there are several of them it is a further question whether the author properly contrasts 

them in such a way as to secure interest. And a main requisite is that he shall properly 

motivate their actions, that is make their actions result naturally from their characters, either 

their controlling traits or their temporary impulses.  

B. It may also be asked whether the characters are simple, as some people are in actual life, 

or complex, like most interesting persons; whether they develop, as all real people must 

under the action of significant experience, or whether the author merely presents them in 

brief situations or lacks the power to make them anything but stationary.  

C. But with secondary characters the principles of emphasis and proportion generally forbid 

very distinct individualization; and sometimes, especially in comedy (drama), truth of 

character is properly sacrificed to other objects, such as the main effect.  

D. Of course in the case of important characters, the greater the genuine individuality the 

greater the success.  

E. We should consider whether he makes them (1) merely caricatures, or (2) type characters, 

standing for certain general traits of human nature but not convincingly real or especially 

significant persons, or (3) genuine individuals with all the inconsistencies and half-revealed 

tendencies that in actual life belong to real personality.  

F. There is, generally speaking, no greater test of an author ' s skill than his knowledge and 

presentation of characters.   

 

[1] FEDCBA 

[2] FDCEBA 

[3] FDCBAE 

[4] FDCABE 

 

Question 16: 

A. A man who teaches political economy and sociology must read the most recent books on 

these themes both in Europe and America—nay, he must read the newspapers and study the 

markets, or he will be outstripped by his own pupils.  

B. And yet, when the teacher of literature devotes a small portion of the time of his pupils to 

the contemplation of contemporary poets, novelists, and dramatists, he is not only blamed for 

doing so, but some teachers who are ignorant of the writers of their own day boast of their 
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ignorance with true academic pride.  

C. A man who teaches drawing and painting should not only know the history of art, but its 

latest developments.  

D. A man who teaches physics and chemistry is supposed to be familiar not only with the 

history of his subject, but its latest manifestations; with the work of his contemporaries.   

 

[1] DCBA 

[2] DACB 

[3] CBAD 

[4] ADBC 

 

Question 17: 

A. If we are to imitate them, let us imitate their virtues and not their defects, even though the 

task in this case may be infinitely more difficult.  

B. The reason why French plays and French novels are generally superior to American is not 

because they are indecent; and we shall never raise our standard merely by copying foreign 

immorality.  

C. They excel us in literary style.  

D. The superiority of the French is an intellectual and artistic superiority.   

 

[1] DBCA 

[2] DCBA 

[3] BDCA 

[4] BCAD 

 

Question 18: 

A. The personality of Mr. Howells, as shown both in his objective novels and in his 

subjective literary confessions, is one that irresistibly commands our highest respect and our 

warmest affection.  

B. He has had more influence on the output of fiction in America than any other living man.  

C. It is exceedingly fortunate for America that such a man has for so many years by common 

consent, at home and abroad, been regarded as the Dean of American Letters.  

D. A simple, democratic, unaffected, modest, kindly, humorous, healthy soul, with a rare 

combination of rugged virility and extreme refinement.     
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[1] ADCB 

[2] ABCD 

[3] ACDB 

[4] ACBD 

 

Question 19: 

A. Perhaps it is tacitly assumed that those who become captains of industry achieve 

prominence without divine assistance;  

B. Born in a little village in Ohio over seventy years ago, and growing up with small Latin 

and less Greek, Mr. Howells may fairly be called a self-educated man.  

C. Just why the epithet "self-made" should be applied to those non-college-graduates who 

succeed in business, and withheld from those who succeed in poetry and fiction, seems not 

entirely clear.  

D. whereas men of letters, with or without early advantages, and whether grateful or not, 

have unconscious communication with hidden forces.  

 

[1] CADB 

[2] CBAD 

[3] BADC 

[4] BCAD 

 

Question 20: 

A. Had Lorna Doone appeared toward the end of the century, when the Romantic Revival 

was in full swing, it would have received a royal welcome.  

B. Possibly one of the reasons why Lorna Doone made so small an impression was because it 

appeared at an unpropitious time.  

C. These two novelists were in full action; and they kept the public busy; realism was strong 

in the market; people did not know then, as we do now, that The Cloister and the Hearth was 

worth all the rest of Charles Reade put together.  

D. The sower sowed the seed; but the thorns of Reade and Trollope sprang up and choked 

them.   

 

[1] ABCD 



 

 109 

[2] BCDA 

[3] BDCA 

[4] DCBA 

 

Question 21: 

A. But all these latter-day pamphlets, good as they are, fail to reach the excellence of Bob, 

Son of Battle. It is the best dog story ever written, and it inspires regret that dogs cannot 

read.  

B. During the last half-century, since the publication of Dr. John Brown ' s Rab and his 

Friends (1858), the dog has approached an apotheosis.  

C. One of the most profoundly affecting incidents in the Odyssey is the recognition of the 

ragged Ulysses by the noble old dog, who dies of joy.  

D. Among innumerable sketches and stories with canine heroes may be mentioned Bret Harte 

' s brilliant portrait of Boonder; Maeterlinck ' s essay on dogs; Richard Harding Davis ' s The 

Bar Sinister; Stevenson ' s whimsical comments on The Character of Dogs; Kipling ' s Garm; 

and Jack London ' s initial success, The Call of the Wild.    

 

[1] CABD 

[2] CDBA 

[3] CDAB 

[4] CBDA 

 

Question 22: 

A. Sceptics are warned to remain silent, lest they become unpleasantly conspicuous.  

B. When Lady Rose ' s Daughter appeared, the critic of a great metropolitan daily remarked 

that whoever did not immediately recognise the work as a masterpiece thereby proclaimed 

himself as a person incapable of judgement, taste, and appreciation.  

C. It is high time that somebody spoke out his mind about Mrs. Humphry Ward; her 

prodigious vogue is one of the most extraordinary literary phenomena of our day.  

D. Even professional reviewers lose all sense of proportion when they discuss her books, and 

their so-called criticisms sound like publishers ' advertisements.  

E. A roar of approval greets the publication of every new novel from her active pen, and it is 

almost pathetic to contemplate the reverent awe of her army of worshippers when they 

behold the solemn announcement that she is "collecting material" for another masterpiece.   
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[1] CBADE 

[2] CEDAB 

[3] CDABE 

[4] CEBDA 

 

Question 23: 

A. The lack of charm that I always feel in reading Mrs. Ward ' s books (and I have read them 

all) is owing not merely to the lack of humour. It is partly due to what seems to be an almost 

total absence of freshness, spontaneity, and originality.  

B. Mrs. Ward works like a well-trained and high-class graduate student, who is engaged in 

the preparation of a doctor ' s thesis.  

C. Her discussions of socialism, her scenes in the House of Commons and on the Terrace, her 

excursions to Italy, her references to political history, her remarks on the army, her 

disquisitions on theology, her pictures of campaign riots, her studies of defective drainage, 

her representations of the labouring classes,—all these are "worked up" in a scholarly and 

scientific manner; there is the modern passion for accuracy, there is the German 

completeness of detail,—there is, in fact, everything except the breath of life.  

D. She works in the descriptive manner, from the outside in—not in the inspired manner 

which goes with imagination, sympathy, and genius.  

E. She is not only a student, she is a journalist; she is a special correspondent on politics and 

theology; but she is not a creative writer, or she has the critical, not the creative, 

temperament.   

 

[1] ECDAE 

[2] CBDAE 

[3] ABCDE 

[4] DCAEB 

 

Question 24: 

A. His popularity with the general mass of readers has been sufficient to satisfy the wildest 

dreams of an author ' s ambition; and his fame is, in a way, officially sanctioned by the 

receipt of honorary degrees from McGill University, from Durham, from Oxford, and from 

Cambridge; and in 1907 he was given the Nobel Prize, with the ratifying applause of the 
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whole world.  

B. There is no indication that either the shouts of the mob or the hoods of Doctorates have 

turned his head; he remains to-day what he always has been—a hard, conscientious 

workman, trying to do his best every time.  

C. He has not yet attained the age of forty-five; but his numerous stories, novels, and poems 

have reached the unquestioned dignity of "works," and in uniform binding they make on my 

library shelves a formidable and gallant display.  

D. Mr. Rudyard Kipling is in the anomalous and fortunate position of having enjoyed a 

prodigious reputation for twenty years, and being still a young man.  

E. Foreigners read them in their own tongues; critical essays in various languages are steadily 

accumulating; and he has received the honour of being himself the hero of a strange French 

novel.   

 

[1] DCEBA 

[2] DCEAB 

[3] DABEC 

[4] DECAB 

 

Question 25: 

A. It is pleasant to remember, however, that in these early years he translated Vergil ' s 

Georgics; combining his threefold love of the classics, of poetry, and of gardening.  

B. Like many successful novelists, Mr. Blackmore began his literary career by the 

publication of verse, several volumes of poems appearing from his pen during the years 

1854-1860.  

C. Of how much practical agricultural value he found the Mantuan bard, we shall never 

know.  

D. Although he never entirely abandoned verse composition, which it was only too apparent 

that he wrote with his left hand, the coolness with which his Muse was received may have 

been a cause of his attempting the quite different art of the novel.    

 

[1] BDAC 

[2] BDCA 

[3] BCAD 

[4] CDAB 
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Question 26: 

A. The one thing in which Scott really excelled Stevenson was in the depiction of women.  

B. This extraordinary absence of sex-interest is a notable feature, and many have been the 

reasons assigned for it.  

C. There is perhaps some truth in this; for the presence of a girl might have ruined Treasure 

Island, as it ruined the Sea Wolf.  

D. The latter has given us no Diana Vernon or Jeannie Deans. For the most part, Stevenson ' s 

romances are Paradise before the creation of Eve. The snake is there, but not the woman.  

E. Her fuss and feathers bring in all sorts of bothersome problems to distract a novelist, bent 

on having a good time with pirates, murders, and hidden treasure. F. If he had not tried at all, 

we should be safe in saying that, like a small boy, he felt that girls were in the way, and he 

did not want them mussing up his games.    

 

[1] ABDFCE 

[2] ADBECF 

[3] ADBFEC 

[4] ADBFCE 

 

Question 27: 

A. I do not believe there is a single large town in our country where the book is unknown, or 

where a reference to it fails to bring to the faces of intelligent people that glow of reminiscent 

delight aroused by the memory of happy hours passed in the world of imagination.  

B. It became one of the "best sellers"; unlike its companions, it has not vanished with the 

snows of yesteryear. At this moment it is being read and reread all over the United States.  

C. Unheralded by author ' s fame or by the blare of advertisement, it was at first unnoticed; 

but in about a twelvemonth everybody was talking about it.  

D. In the month of September, 1898, there appeared in America a novel with the attractive 

title, Bob, Son of Battle.     

 

[1] DBAC 

[2] DBCA 

[3] DCBA 

[4] DCAB 
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Question 28: 

A. It is a permanent picture of a certain period of American history, and this picture is made 

complete, not so much by the striking portraits of individuals placed on the huge canvas, as 

by the vital unity of the whole composition.  

B. Children devour it, but they do not digest it.  

C. If one wishes to know what life on the Mississippi really was, to know and understand the 

peculiar social conditions of that highly exciting time, one has merely to read through this 

powerful narrative, and a definite, coherent, vivid impression remains.  

D. Huckleberry Finn, is really not a child ' s book at all.    

 

[1] DBAC 

[2] DCBA 

[3] DCAB 

[4] DACB 

 

Question 29: 

A. The former is one of those books—of which The Pilgrim ' s Progress, Gulliver ' s Travels, 

and Robinson Crusoe are supreme examples—that are read at different periods of one ' s life 

from very different points of view; so that it is not easy to say when one enjoys them the 

most—before one understands their real significance or after.  

B. Yet it is impossible to outgrow the book. The eternal Boy is there, and one cannot 

appreciate the nature of boyhood properly until one has ceased to be a boy.  

C. Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn are prose epics of American life.  

D. Nearly all healthy boys enjoy reading Tom Sawyer, because the intrinsic interest of the 

story is so great, and the various adventures of the hero are portrayed with such gusto.    

 

[1] CABD 

[2] CDAB 

[3] CDBA 

[4] CADB 

 

Question 30: 

A. The speaker told us that we should all live longer than Methuselah; fifty years of Europe 
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are better than a cycle of Cathay, and twenty years of modern American life are longer and 

richer in content than the old patriarch ' s thousand.  

B. Ours will be the true age in which to live, when more will happen in a day than in a year 

of the flat existence of our ancestors.  

C. When I was a child at the West Middle Grammar School of Hartford, on one memorable 

April day, Mark Twain addressed the graduating-class.  

D. I was thirteen years old, but I have found it impossible to forget what he said; the subject 

of his "remarks" was Methuselah; he informed us that Methuselah lived to the ripe old age of 

nine hundred and sixty-nine.   

 

[1] CDBA 

[2] CDAB 

[3] CABD 

[4] CBDA 

 

Question 31: 

A. He firmly believes that the sport of shooting is wicked, and he has repeatedly joined in 

practical measures to waken the public conscience on this subject.  

B. As a spectator of human history, he sees life as a vast tragedy, with men and women 

emerging from nothingness, suffering acute physical and mental sorrow, and then passing 

into nothingness again.  

C. To venture a guess, I think his pessimism is mainly caused by his deep, manly tenderness 

for all forms of human and animal life and by an almost abnormal sympathy. His intense love 

for bird and beast is well known; many a stray cat and hurt dog have found in him a protector 

and a refuge.  

D. Mr. Hardy ' s pessimism is not in the least personal, nor has it risen from any sorrow or 

disappointment in his own life.  

E. It is both philosophic and temperamental. He cannot see nature in any other way.  

 

[1] DCBAE 

[2] DACBE 

[3] DBCEA 

[4] DECAB 

 



 

 115 

Question 32: 

A. Without wishing to make any invidious comparisons, I cannot refrain from commenting 

on the statement that it would be "ridiculous" to maintain that Mark Twain takes rank with 

Oliver Wendell Holmes.  

B. Still, guesses are not prohibited; and I think it not unlikely that the name of Mark Twain 

will outlast the name of Holmes.  

C. Who now reads Cowley? Time has laughed at so many contemporary judgements that it 

would be foolhardy to make positive assertions about literary stock quotations one hundred 

years from now.  

D. It is, of course, absolutely impossible to predict the future; the only real test of the value of 

a book is Time.  

E. Literary opinions change as time progresses; and no one could have observed the 

remarkable demonstration at the seventieth birthday of our great national humourist, Mark 

Twain, without feeling that most of his contemporaries regarded him, not as their peer, but as 

their Chief.  

 

[1] EADCB 

[2] EDBCA 

[3] EBCDA 

[4] EDCBA 

 

Question 33: 

A. Two architects appear in his first novel. In A Pair of Blue Eyes Stephen Smith is a 

professional architect, and in coming to restore the old Western Church he was simply 

repeating the experience of his creator.  

B. Not one of Mr. Hardy ' s novels contains more of the facts of his own life than A 

Laodicean, which was composed on what the author then believed to be his death-bed; it was 

mainly dictated, which I think partly accounts for its difference in style from the other tales.  

C. Mr. Hardy ' s work as an ecclesiastical architect laid the real foundations of his success as 

a novelist; for it gave him an intimate familiarity with the old monuments and rural life of 

Wessex, and at the same time that eye for precision of form that is so noticeable in all his 

books.  

D. He has really never ceased to be an architect; Architecture has contributed largely to the 

matter and to the style of his stories.     
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[1] BDCA 

[2] CDAB 

[3] CBDA 

[4] BCAD 

 

Question 34: 

A. Mr. Hardy may believe that Jude the Obscure represents his zenith as a novelist, and that 

his poems are still greater literature; but one reading of Jude suffices, while we never tire of 

rereading Far from the Madding Crowd and The Return of the Native.  

B. It is pleasant to remember that a man ' s opinion of his own work has nothing to do with its 

final success and that his best creations cannot be injured by his worst.  

C. We may honestly think that we should be ashamed to put our own names to such stuff as 

Little Dorrit, but that does not prevent us from admiring the splendid genius that produced 

David Copperfield and Great Expectations.  

D. Tolstoy may be ashamed of having written Anna Karenina, and may insist that his 

sociological tracts are superior productions, but we know better; and rejoice in his 

powerlessness to efface his own masterpieces.  

 

[1] ABCD 

[2] DBCA 

[3] BDCA 

[4] CBDA 

 

Question 35: 

A. His perseverance was equalled only by his bad luck, as so often happens in Mr. Hardy ' s 

stories. And yet, with a plot that would wreck any other novelist, the author constructed a 

powerful and beautifully written novel. 

B. The Well-Beloved, published in 1897, but really a revision of an earlier tale, is in a way a 

triumph of Art.  

C. When her daughter reaches maturity, he tries the third woman in line and without success.  

D. A man proposes to a young girl and is rejected; when her daughter is grown, he proposes 

to the representative of the second generation, and with the same ill fortune.  

E. The plot is simply absurd, almost as whimsical as anything in Alice in Wonderland.  
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[1] BCEDA 

[2] BAECD 

[3] BDECA 

[4] BEDCA 

 

Question 36: 

A. There has, however, always been a certain cold, mathematical precision in Mr. Hardy ' s 

way of thought that would have made him as uncomfortable in the pulpit as he would have 

been in an editor ' s chair, writing for salary persuasive articles containing the exact opposite 

of his individual convictions.  

B. He became an ecclesiastical architect, and for some years his delight was in the courts of 

the Lord.  

C. But, although the beauty of holiness failed to impress his mind, the beauty of the sanctuary 

was sufficiently obvious to his sense of Art.  

D. The father of Thomas Hardy wished his son to enter the church, and this object was the 

remote goal of his early education.  

E. This absence of religious belief has proved no obstacle to many another candidate for the 

Christian ministry, as every habitual church-goer knows; or as any son of Belial may discover 

for himself by merely reading the prospectus of summer schools of theology.  

F. At just what period in the boy ' s mental development Christianity took on the form of a 

meaningless fable, we shall perhaps never know; but after a time he ceased to have even the 

faith of a grain of mustard seed.  

 

[1] DFABCE 

[2] DFEACB 

[3] DFACBE 

[4] DACBEF 

 

Question 37: 

A. A disciple of this school insisted that it was more important to have an accurate sense of 

colour than to have a clear notion of right and wrong.  

B. Now Zola declared that a novel could no more be called immoral in its descriptions than a 

text-book on physiology; the novelist commits a sin when he writes a badly constructed 
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sentence.  

C. Matthew Arnold spent his life fighting the Philistines; but when he said that art is more 

central to literature than morality, there was jubilation in the enemy ' s camp.  

D. One reason for this lies in the fact that to the Anglo-Saxon mind, Morality has always 

seemed infinitely more important than Art.  

E. As compared with French and Russian fiction, English novels from Fielding to De Morgan 

have unquestionably sounded a note of insincerity.   

 

[1] CBEDA 

[2] CDEBA 

[3] EDCBA 

[4] ECBDA 

 

Question 38: 

A. Thus no drollery or caricature, still less any barren mockery, which, in the hundred cases 

are all that we find passing current as Humour, discover themselves in Schiller; his works are 

full of laboured earnestness; he is the gravest of all writers.  

B. He who wants it, be his other gifts what they may, has only half a mind; an eye for what is 

above him, not for what is about him or below him.  

C. In his whole writings there is scarcely any vestige of it, scarcely any attempt that way; his 

nature was without Humour; and he had too true a feeling to adopt any counterfeit in its 

stead.  

D. Now, among all writers of any real poetic genius, we cannot recollect one who, in this 

respect, exhibits such total deficiency as Schiller.  

E. Humor has justly been regarded as the finest perfection of poetic genius.   

 

[1] EDCAB 

[2] EDCBA 

[3] EBCDA 

[4] EBDCA 

 

Question 39: 

A. Honest Scepticism, honest Atheism, is better than that withered lifeless Dilettantism and 

amateur Eclecticism, which merely toys with all opinions; or than that wicked Machiavelism, 
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which in thought denying everything, except that Power is Power, in words, for its own wise 

purposes, loudly believes everything.  

B. There is, doubtless, a time to speak, and a time to keep silence; yet Fontenelle ' s 

celebrated aphorism, I might have my hand full of truth, and would open only my little 

finger, may be practiced to excess, and the little finger itself kept closed.  

C. A man ' s honest, earnest opinion is the most precious of all he possesses: let him 

communicate this, if he is to communicate anything.  

D. That reserve, and knowing silence, long so universal among us, is less the fruit of active 

benevolence, of philosophic tolerance, than of indifference and weak conviction.   

 

[1] CBDA 

[2] CDAB 

[3] ADBC 

[4] ACDB 

 

Question 40: 

A. In addition, most research focuses on either fathering or mothering, not considering both 

parents ' involvement simultaneously.  

B. Early adolescence is a crucial period in development.  

C. Fathers have important influences on adolescent children, but most research examining 

paternal effects on development, as well as research on the factors influencing father 

involvement, concerns the early period of the child ' s life.  

D. Nonetheless parent-child relationships remain important social and emotional resources 

well beyond the childhood years despite these alterations in patterns of interaction.  

E. It marks the decline of exclusive family influence/control and increased independence 

from family, greater involvement with peers, and more varied nonfamily influences.    

 

[1] BECAD 

[2] BEDAC 

[3] BEDCA 

[4] BCEDA 

 

Question 41: 

A. Both the impact of the military, and extended visits by the Tripolitania-born Emperor 
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Septimius Severus (AD 208-211), and later Constantius I and Constantine the Great (AD 

306), provide potential circumstances for immigration to York, and for the foundation of a 

multicultural and diverse community.  

B. The Roman conquest incorporated Britain into an empire that comprised Europe, North 

Africa and the Near and Middle East, resulting in the extensive voluntary and forced 

movement of people.  

C. The civilian settlement included the wives and families of the military personnel, and upon 

discharge, many soldiers simply continued to live where they had served.  

D. Eboracum (York), founded in c. AD 71 and located in north-eastern England, was both a 

legionary fortress and civilian settlement, and functioned as one of the provincial capitals for 

much of the later Roman period.   

 

[1] BDCA 

[2] DCBA 

[3] ABCD 

[4] CDBA 

 

Question 42: 

A. This emphasis tended to stress the insular, conservative nature of both society and the 

church.  

B. Inevitably, the structures which evolved were at variance with those present in the rest of 

Christianized Europe, and as a result much of the literature on the subject of the early Irish 

church has stressed these differences and the concept of the ' Celtic Church ' came to be 

commonly used.  

C. It was also held that early Irish society somehow retained more of its Iron Age pagan 

Celtic background than anywhere else in Europe and was, in the words of the great Celtic 

scholar, Daniel Binchy ' tribal, rural and hierarchical ' .  

D. Ireland was the first territory outside the Roman empire to be converted by missionary 

activity.  

E. One of the consequences of this isolationist view was the concentration on those features 

which set the Irish church apart from its neighbors -- island hermitages, round towers, Insular 

illuminated manuscripts and high crosses.    

 

[1] DCBAE 
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[2] DBCEA 

[3] DEBAC 

[4] DACEB 

 

Question 43: 

A. While it is true that all languages and cultures have historical antecedents, sociolinguistic 

processes can affect the relations between the two in many ways.  

B. Linguistic variability gives speakers resources for expressing solidarity and distinction 

along many dimensions.  

C. Speakers continually choose among alternative forms of speech, on scales from the 

inflection of a vowel to the adoption of a primary linguistic identity, and linguistic change 

results from the shifting balance of these choices.  

D. Language as strategic choice thus responds not only to ethnicity but to political, economic 

and cultural factors as well.   

 

[1] ABCD 

[2] CBAD 

[3] DCBA 

[4] BDAC 

 

Question 44: 

A. China is home to over 30,000 types of vascular plants and 6,347 vertebrates, accounting 

for 10% and 14% of the world ' s totals, respectively.  

B. The United States is similar to China in size and also offers a high level of biodiversity, 

but still is not as diverse as China.  

C. China also has a wide variety of unique terrestrial habitat types.  

 D. Few other countries possess the same level of biodiversity as China.     

 

[1] ADCB 

[2] DACB 

[3] ABCD 

[4] DBCA 

 

Question 45: 
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A. Although it spawns primarily in the spring, breeding can occur throughout the year.  

B. The Borax Lake chub (Gila boraxobius) is a small fish (typically 1.3 to two inches in 

length) that is dark olive-green above and mostly silver below with a hint of purple 

iridescence.  

C. The species reaches reproductive maturity within a single year.  

D. It is an opportunistic omnivore, feeding on whatever comes its way: aquatic and terrestrial 

insects, spiders, mollusks and their eggs, aquatic worms, algae, and seeds.    

 

[1] BACD 

[2] BCAD 

[3] BDAC 

[4] BDCA 

 

Question 46: 

A. In contrast, how vast are the reaches of history which still remain obscure! And how 

recently acquired is most of our knowledge of the past! Almost everything we know about 

paleolithic and neolithic man, about the Sumerian, Hittite and Minoan civilizations, about 

pre-Buddhist India and pre-Columbian America, about the origins of such fundamental 

human arts as agriculture, metallurgy and writing, was discovered within the last sixty or 

seventy years.  

B. Space has been explored, systematically and scientifically, for more than five centuries; 

time, for less than five generations.  

C. Except in the Antarctic there is today no such thing as a terra incognita; all the corners of 

all the other continents have now been visited.  

D. Modern geography began in the fourteen-hundreds with the voyages of Prince Henry the 

Navigator; Modern history and modern archeology came in with Queen Victoria.   

 

[1] DBCA 

[2] DCBA 

[3] BDCA 

[4] BCDA 

 

Question 47: 

A. It is only later, when my ignorance has lost its virgin freshness, that I begin to read what 
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the intelligent tourist would have known by heart before he bought his tickets.  

B. For though the light is good, though it is satisfying to be able to place the things that 

surround one in the categories of an ordered and comprehensible system, it is also good to 

find oneself sometimes in the dark, it is pleasant now and then to have to speculate with 

vague bewilderment about a world, which ignorance has reduced to a quantity of mutually 

irrelevant happenings dotted, like so many unexplored and fantastic islands, on the face of a 

vast ocean of incomprehension.  

C. The pleasures of ignorance are as great, in their way, as the pleasures of knowledge.  

D. For me, one of the greatest charms of travel consists in the fact that it offers unique 

opportunities for indulging in the luxury of ignorance. I am not one of those conscientious 

travellers who, before they visit a new country, spend weeks mugging up its geology, its 

economics, its art history, its literature.  

E. I prefer, at any rate during my first few visits, to be a thoroughly unintelligent tourist.    

 

[1] CEABD 

[2] CBDEA 

[3] EACBD 

[4] EABCD 

 

Question 48: 

A. This is necessary right now, or else men will not be able to attain even that which is 

possible today.  

B. And even those who are neither leaders nor heroes must arm themselves with that 

steadfastness of heart which can brave even the crumbling of all hopes.  

C. But to do that a man must be a leader, and not only a leader but a hero as well, in a very 

sober sense of the word.  

D. All historical experience confirms the truth--that man would not have attained the possible 

unless time and again he had reached out for the impossible.    

 

[1] DCBA 

[2] DABC 

[3] DACB 

[4] DCAB 
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Question 49: 

A. In academic and scholarly circles, vanity is a sort of occupational disease, but precisely 

with the scholar, vanity--however disagreeably it may express itself--is relatively harmless; in 

the sense that as a rule it does not disturb scientific enterprise.  

B. Therefore, ' power instinct, ' as is usually said, belongs indeed to his normal qualities.  

C. Vanity is a very widespread quality and perhaps nobody is entirely free from it.  

D. With the politician the case is quite different. He works with the striving for power as an 

unavoidable means. 

 

[1] ACDB 

[2] CADB 

[3] CDBA 

[4] ADBC 

 

Question 50: 

A. This special sensibility was accompanied by a prodigious power of rendering the 

immediately experienced otherness in terms of literary art.  

B. Lawrence ' s special and characteristic gift was an extraordinary sensitiveness to what 

Wordsworth called "unknown modes of being".  

C. Lawrence could never forget, as most of us almost continuously forget, the dark presence 

of the otherness that lies beyond the boundaries of man ' s conscious mind.  

D. He was always intensely aware of the mystery of the world, and the mystery was always 

for him a numen, divine.    

 

[1] DBCA 

[2] ABCD 

[3] CABD 

[4] BDCA 

 

SOLUTIONS:- 

 

1) Option: 3 

Statement B and E are connected because B says ' disturbance of the familiar ' and 
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statement E says ' such a disturbance ' ; this means B and E are connected, making option 

C the right choice. 

 

2) Option: 1 

Statement D and statement E both are examples of voice. They might come in any order, 

but D and E must be kept together. Statement C must precede D and E. We can safely 

eliminate option b and c. Statement B must immediately come after D and E, because D 

and E are examples, and statement E says ' in both of these examples ' . Thus C, D and E 

form a pair, making option A the right answer. 

 

3) Option: 4 

Statement A starts the paragraph. After this, we have to prioritise the statements in the 

order of their importance. Immediately after A, we must have statement B, not C, for 

statement C speaks of the end of the novel, while B speaks of the novel as a whole. 

Statement C must come before D. The idea in D takes carries forward the idea in C. 

ABCD is the right arrangement, option D the right answer. 

 

4) Option: 2 

Statement C and statement E are connected. The author in the last part of statement A 

says ' we have good reasons for feeling wary of isms ' . Statement C has the explanation 

for that: Every mere ism is a misunderstanding and the death of history ' . C and E are 

connected and form a mandatory pair. Option B is the right answer. 

 

5) Option: 1 

Though the sentences in the given parajumble are long, the options can be used 

effectively to arrive at the right answer. We must look for the option that can logically 

start the paragraph. Statement B, C and D must be kept together. E is a logical way to 

start the paragraph. The answers to the question asked in statement E are found in 

statements D, C and B. Thus, option A is the right choice. 

 

6) Option: 4 

Statement D has the phrase ' In the meantime ' ; we must logically connect this phrase 

with some sentence. Statements B and D are logically connected. In a moment, we shall 
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say something…In the meantime, we shall do something else. Statement E carries 

forward the idea in statement D. BDE is a logical pair. Option D is the right answer. 

 

7) Option: 2 

Statements C, D and E must come together. Statement B says ' There are at least two 

reasons for this ' . We must ask reasons for what. The reasons are stated in A or B. 

Statement B has ' enjoyment and pleasure ' . So, statement B must come after A. The 

reasons in statement B are not for what is stated in statement E, but for what is stated in 

statement A. Option B is the right choice. 

 

8) Option: 1 

We must try connecting the pronoun ' they ' in statement B with a noun. The pronoun ' 

they ' in statement B refers to the noun ' loyal fans ' in statement C. CB is a mandatory 

pair. Option ' a ' is the right choice. F starts the paragraph followed by E, D, C and B, 

with A coming in the end. 

 

9) Option: 3 

One superficial reading of the above sentences is enough to tell us that only one sentence 

is likely to start the paragraph. Statement B starts the paragraph. Option C is the right 

choice. 

 

10) Option: 4 

Statement C introduces the terms ' the text ' and ' the world ' . ' This distinction ' in 

statement D must refer to some distinction. That distinction is found in statement A. AD 

is a mandatory pair. Option D is the right choice. 

 

11) Option: 1 

Statements C and D are connected. C speaks of the first part of the book Utopia; D 

speaks of the second part of the book. A is the right start, making option A the right 

choice. 

 

12) Option: 2 

Statement C has the phrase ' Greek Literature ' ; statement E has the phrase ' Greek 

scholars and manuscripts ' and ' study of Greek; statement A has the phrase ' revived 
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knowledge of the life and thought of the Greek race ' . It means statements C, E and A 

are all logically connected and must come in sequence. Option B has that, and is, 

therefore, the right choice. 

 

13) Option: 4 

This is a little tough, because the ideas in the sentences are very similar and can be 

arranged in any order. Statement B starts the paragraph. Statement D says ' He was also a 

man of practical affairs… ' , and this connects well with statement A that says ' His wide 

experience of men and things… ' . Now, these two ideas logically connect well with each 

other. DA is a mandatory pair. Option D is the right choice. 

 

14) Option: 2 

Statement A says ' from the fury of the Norsemen…deliver us ' . Statement A must be 

logically connected with something that has a similar idea or tone. Statement E has ' the 

exploits of this whole race of Norse sea-kings… ' , but these exploits need always be 

cruel. Statement C says ' they mercilessly ravaged… ' , which means statement C connect 

with A. CA is a mandatory link. Option B is the right choice. 

 

15) Option: 1 

Statement F starts the paragraph. Statement D speaks something about ' important 

characters ' ; statement C speaks of ' secondary characters ' ; this is precisely why the 

conjunction ' but ' makes sense. FEDC is the link. Option A is the right choice. 

 

16) Option: 2 

Statement B must come in the end. Statement A, C and D are all examples of a certain 

desirable condition. All the three statements might come in any order, but B which is a 

conclusion derived on the basis of all the three must come at the end of the paragraph. 

Option B is the right choice. 

 

17) Option: 3 

Statement B says that the French plays and French novels are superior; statement D says 

they are superior in what way. So, statement D must come after B; BD is the right pair. 

Stating D first makes statement B redundant because statement D implies that the French 

novels and plays are superior; there is no point mentioning them again in statement B; 
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moreover, the collective noun ' The French ' in statement d refers to what? It can ' t refer 

to the French people or French food. It refers to French novels and French plays, which 

must have been introduced earlier. Option C is the right choice. 

 

18) Option: 1 

Placing statement D at the end of the paragraph gives the paragraph a very abrupt 

ending. Statement A speaks of the personality of Mr. Howells; statement D states those 

personality traits. A and D are connected. Option A is the right choice. 

 

19) Option: 4 

Statements A and D must come together because they are two separate fragments of the 

same sentence. Statement D continues from where statement A ends. Statement C and A 

form a strong link. An assertion is made in statement C against which the author takes a 

contrary stand. Statement A is an explanation of what is stated in statement C. CAD is a 

mandatory pair. Placing B at the start of the paragraph makes sense, as the passage is 

about Mr. Howells, who, according to the author, was a self-made man. 

 

20) Option: 3 

The abruptness of statements C and D tells us that they both are least likely to start a 

paragraph. Statement B and statement D are connected. The last part of statement B says 

' it appeared at an unpropitious time ' . Statement D says why the time was unpropitious. 

Reade and Trollope were novelists. ' Lorna Doone ' too was a novel. BDC form a 

mandatory pair. Option C is the right choice. 

 

21) Option: 4 

Statement C obviously starts the paragraph. In statement A, we have the phrase ' all these 

latter day pamphlets ' . The pronoun ' these ' must have a reference. The reference is 

found in statement D. DA is a strong pair. Statement B must come before D. It says that ' 

the dog has reached an apotheosis ' , which means that the dog has reached a divine rank. 

D says how it has reached a divine rank. So, CBDA is the link. Hence D is the right 

choice. 

 

22) Option: 2 

Statement C starts the paragraph. The word ' even ' in statement D must have some 
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precedence. ED is a very strong link. E says: it is almost pathetic to contemplate the 

reverent awe of her army of worshippers. D says: Even professional reviewers lose all 

sense of proportion. These two ideas are interconnected. A and B are linked because they 

each focus on sceptics and how their reactions would be viewed. Option B is the right 

choice. 

 

23) Option: 3 

This is the easiest of all questions. The paragraph can start with either A or B, for they 

both introduce Mrs Ward, but not with C or D or E because they both have the pronoun ' 

she ' and we do not know to what exactly it refers. Option C is the right choice. 

 

24) Option: 2 

We must trace the pronoun reference for ' them ' in statement E. There is no plural noun 

in statement D to which it could point; nor there is any logical reference in statement B; 

so, D and B cannot come before E. This eliminates option C and D. B must come after 

A. Option B is the right choice. 

 

25) Option: 1 

Statement B will start the paragraph because it has the general introduction. AC is a very 

strong link; ' the Mantuan bard ' in statement C refers to Vergil and his Georgics was on 

gardening. So, statement C must come after statement A. Option A is the right choice. 

 

26) Option: 4 

In statement D we have the phrase ' her fuss and feathers ' . This phrase must refer to 

someone. F might come before E, but in F we have used the plural ' girls ' . The ' her ' in 

statement E refers to ' a girl ' in statement C. CE is the link. We can shortlist option a and 

d. Statement D must come immediately after A. ' The latter ' in statement D refers to ' 

Stevenson ' . AD and CE are two inseparable units. Option D becomes the right choice. 

 

27) Option: 3 

In this question, too, we must keep in mind the sequence of events. Statement D 

obviously starts the paragraph. Statement C speaks about the book immediately after it 

was published. So, C must come immediately before A and B. Statement B must come 

immediately after C, with A in the end. Option C is the right choice. 



 

 130 

 

28) Option: 1 

We must keep some certain ideas together. DB is a strong pair because they both speak 

about the book in general. A and C should be kept together because they both speak on 

the content of the book. Thus option A is the right choice. 

 

29) Option: 4 

The former ' in sentence A refers to something. It refers to ' Tom Sawyer ' because all the 

subsequent descriptions refer to ' Tom Sawyer ' . CA form a mandatory pair. The 

conjunction ' yet ' in statement B must contrast something. That sentence contrasts the 

information given in statement D. DB is a pair. Option D is the best choice. 

 

30) Option: 2 

A and B form a pair, and they must be kept together. The information presented in B 

must come after the information presented in A. BA is the right sequence. Option A is 

the correct choice. 

 

31) Option: 4 

D obviously starts the paragraph; all the other statements have the pronoun ' he ' and it 

refers to Mr. Hardy. DE is the strongest link in the paragraph. They must go together. D 

speaks of Hardy ' s pessimism. E says that this pessimism is both philosophic and 

temperamental. C, A and B must be kept together. They all speak about Hardy ' s 

tenderness towards weaker creatures, while D and E speak of his pessimism. Option D is 

the right choice. 

 

32) Option: 1 

Statement E expresses the superiority of Mark Twain. We must be curious enough to 

understand the use of ' still ' in statement B. The use of the word ' still ' makes sense only 

in the light of statement C. CB make perfect sense. C implies that the future reputation of 

a contemporary author is not easy. D says ' still, guesses are not prohibited… ' Option A 

is the right choice. 

 

33) Option: 2 

Both C and B are likely to start the paragraph. Both the statements focus on Hardy ' s 
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novels or Hardy himself. The other arrangements must help us arrive at the right answer. 

Statement C has the phrase ' intimate familiarity with the old monuments ' ; statement D 

says ' he has really never ceased to be an architect ' . C, D and A are closely connected. 

They all speak of the architect in Thomas Hardy. All the three must be kept together, 

with CD as the mandatory pair. 

 

34) Option: 3 

In this question, once we have chosen the first sentence of the paragraph, our job is done. 

Since each and every sentence is independent of the other, we must start the paragraph 

by that sentence which is far broader and general than the rest. Statement B is an 

opinion; the other statements are examples of that opinion. So, we must put the opinion 

first, and then arrange the examples. 

 

35) Option: 4 

There is a sequence of events unfolding in the paragraph. B starts the paragraph followed 

by E, which speaks of the plot. D is further addition on the novel. A must come in the 

end as it speaks of the ' perseverance ' of the man. 

 

36) Option: 2 

This question has long sentences, but it can be cracked by spotting the links in the 

paragraph. Statement E says: this absence of religious belief. The reference for ' this 

absence ' can be found in statement F. FE is the link. Option B becomes the right choice. 

 

37) Option: 3 

Before we take the explanation of this paragraph, we must understand that the term ' 

Anglo-Saxon ' refers to the English people, and Matthew Arnold was an English literary 

critic. Statement E must come before statement C. E introduces the idea of ' Russian 

fiction ' and ' English fiction ' . The explanation given in D is for E. ED is the link. 

Option C is the right choice. 

 

38) Option: 4 

E is an assertion made by the author. It must come before the descriptions on Schiller. B 

is another statement made about ' humour ' . EB is the link. DCA is another link. Putting 

B anywhere between DCA or after DCA will break the flow of the ideas. E and B are 
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connected. DCA are connected. E and B speak something about humour. DCA speaks 

about Schiller and his lack of humour. Option D is the right choice. 

 

39) Option: 1 

First, we must determine which sentence will start the paragraph. In statement B, the 

author has used the word ' doubtless ' . This word is basically used for rhetorical 

purposes. It is usually used to put forward an opposing point of view. We must look for 

the sentence that has a view quite opposite to that given in statement B. C says ' let men 

communicate their honest opinion, if at all they have to communicate anything ' . 

Statement B say ' there is, doubtless, a time to speak ' B contrasts C. CB is the pair; only 

option A has that. Option A is the right choice. 

 

40) Option: 3 

This question is of an average difficulty level. B obviously starts the paragraph. We must 

understand the purpose of words such as ' Nonetheless ' and ' In addition ' . Such words 

always have logical relationship with other sentences. ' Nonetheless ' contrasts statement 

E. ' It ' in statement E points at ' Early adolescence ' in statement in statement ' B ' . ' 

Nonetheless ' in statement D contrasts information in statement E. BED is the link. ' In 

addition ' in statement A connects the information given in statement C. A must come in 

the end. Option C is the right choice. 

 

41) Option: 1 

Statement B is a general idea and must start the paragraph. The rest must follow. Since it 

does the job of introducing the Roman conquest, it must be placed first; option A is the 

right choice. 

 

42) Option: 2 

Statement B says: Inevitably, the structures which evolved were at variance with those 

present in the rest of Christianized Europe. We must ask the question why ' inevitably ' is 

used? Statement B logically connects with statement D. Since it was the first territory 

outside the Roman empire to be converted by missionary, the structures which evolved 

were at variance. DB is the link. E says: one of the consequences of this isolationist 

view. We must trace this isolationist view. This view is found in statement C. CE is the 

link. Option B becomes the right choice. 
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43) Option: 1 

Statement D is a conclusion and must come at the end. Option C goes out. Statement B is 

an assertion, statement C is an explanation. An assertion must always come before an 

explanation. BC is the strongest link in the paragraph. Statement B says: ' Linguistic 

variability… ' Statement C says: Speakers continually choose… They can choose only 

when there is variation. Only option A has BC together. Option A is the right choice. 

 

44) Option: 2 

The question has one very strong clue. Statement C says: China also has. The word ' also 

' implies that China has something else as well, and that something else must have stated. 

AC is a mandatory pair. It basically means China has this, and China also has something 

else. Only option B has that mandatory pair. Hence B is the right choice. 

 

45) Option: 4 

The passage is about a kind of fish. We must arrange the ideas in the decreasing order of 

their importance. Statement B obviously starts the paragraph. Statement D describes the 

fish, and statement c speaks of its reproductive maturity. The idea in D must come before 

the idea in C. BD is a link. We can thus shortlist options c and d. The idea in C must 

come before the idea in A. Option D is the right choice. 

 

46) Option: 3 

Statement A has the phrase ' in contrast ' . We must find the contrasting ideas and 

connect them together. CA is the link. The contrasting elements are Geography and 

History; to the author, Geography implies the concept of space, and history implies the 

concept of time. Statement B introduces the broad idea of space and time. D is just an 

extension of the argument in B. BD is the mandatory pair; option C the right choice. 

 

47) Option: 2 

The author compares the pleasures of ignorance with the pleasures of knowledge, 

preferring former to the later. Statement C is a broad idea and must come at the start. 

Options a and b can be shortlisted. CB is the correct pair because the comparison of the 

pleasures has been done, this comparison must come immediately after statement C. 

Option B is the right choice. 
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48) Option: 1 

Statement A says: this is necessary. We must logically connect the pronoun with the 

right noun or noun phrase. The pronoun ' this ' in statement A refers to the act of ' arming 

themselves ' in statement B. BA is the link. Statement C says: but to do that. ' That ' has a 

reference is statement D. DCBA is the correct order; option A is the right choice. 

 

49) Option: 3 

DB is a link. This link is present in all the options. AD is also a very strong link. 

Statement A speaks of vanity in one circle; statement D speaks of vanity in another 

circle. AD is a pair in option b and option d. The point is where shall we place C; is it 

better if it comes in the end or at the start? C is a broad description; it introduces the idea 

of vanity, which is the subject matter of the entire passage. Hence, C must come at the 

start. Option C is the right choice. 

 

50) Option: 4 

Statement D and A cannot start the paragraph. They both start with a pronoun and those 

pronouns need some antecedent to make complete sense. Either C or B can start the 

paragraph. Statement B speaks of Lawrence ' s sensitiveness to ' unknown modes of 

beings ' . Statement D says: He was always aware of the mystery of the world. Statement 

C says: Lawrence could never forget the dark presence of the otherness…From this we 

come to know that statement B, D and C speak of ' Lawrence ' s sensitiveness to 

mysteries around him ' . All these three statements must be kept together. The link cannot 

be broken the way it is broken in option C. Option D is the right choice. 

 

Direction for the question: The five sentences (labeled A, B, C, D and E) given in this 

question, when properly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Decide on the proper order 

for the sentence and key in this sequence of five numbers as your answer.  

 

1. A. The dust particles commingled with the spume from the supernova, and the whole mess 

began to swirl in pools and eddies, like the bombarded surface of an immense pond.  

B. The dense centre of the cloud boiled up into the sun, and planetary bodies began to 

aggregate and clump together.  

C. Among those giants, the gassiest is Jupiter, which for various reasons is a fantasy camp for 
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elements, where they can live in forms never imagined on earth.  

D. About 4.6 billion years ago, a supernova sent a sonic boom through a flat cloud of space 

dust about fifteen billion miles wide, the remains of at least two previous stars. E. The most 

impressive planets, the gas giants, formed when a stellar wind - a stream of eject from the sun 

- blew lighter elements outward toward the fringes.   

 

2. A. In the past, doctors had been reluctant to prescribe strong opioids—as synthetic drugs 

derived from opium are known—except for acute cancer pain and end-of-life palliative care, 

because of a long-standing, and well-founded, fear about the addictive properties of these 

drugs.  

B. The drug became a blockbuster, and has reportedly generated some thirty-five billion 

dollars in revenue for Purdue.  

C. Upon its release, in 1995, OxyContin was hailed as a medical breakthrough, a long-lasting 

narcotic that could help patients suffering from moderate to severe pain.  

D. But OxyContin is a controversial drug and its sole active ingredient is oxycodone, a 

chemical cousin of heroin which is up to twice as powerful as morphine.  

E. Purdue Pharma—a privately held company, based in Stamford, Connecticut, that 

developed the prescription painkiller OxyContin.  

 

3. A. By reasoning we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference.  

B. So logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference 

from the problems.  

C. Logic means, if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning.  

D. Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is 

necessary that we should understand the statements first.  

 

4. A. Surrendered, or captured, combatants cannot be incarcerated in razor wire cages; this 

‘war’ has a dubious legality.  

B. How can then one characterize a conflict to be waged against a phenomenon as war?  

C. The phrase ‘war against terror’, which has passed into the common lexicon, is a huge 

misnomer.  

D. Besides, war has a juridical meaning in international law, which has codified the laws of 

war, imbuing them with a humanitarian content.  
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E. Terror is a phenomenon, not an entity—either State or non-State.  

 

5. A. The process of handing down implies not a passive transfer, but some contestation in 

defining what exactly is to be handed down.  

B. Wherever Western scholars have worked on the Indian past, the selection is even more 

apparent and the inventing of a tradition much more recognizable. 

C. Every generation selects what it requires from the past and makes its innovations, some 

more than others.  

D. It is now true to say that traditions are not handed down unchanged, but are invented. 

E. Just as life has death as it’s opposite, so is tradition by default the opposite of innovation.   

 

6. A. Everything grew hushed as the drops came quicker. 

 B. When dawn finally broke, it came as a line of brightness along the eastern horizon so faint 

that it went almost unnoticed.  

C. A few drops began to fall, splashing on the upturned faces of the sleepers, spattering onto 

the dry, dusty ground in widening stains.  

D. Then the wind died, its whisper fading away almost before anyone in the camp noticed it 

was gone, and the air became still and sullen.  

E. It was still dark when the first cloud banks began to blanket the skies, blotting out the 

moon and stars and turning the whole of the night an impenetrable black.   

 

7. A. Until the 16th century, most urbanites in Europe lived in the same building that they 

worked in.  

B. Everyone would sleep cheek by jowl, including servants, apprentices and, in large tracts of 

the continent, members of the extended family.  

C. The main room would act as a shop or atelier during the day – latterly, many houses 

acquired a second storey for the household alone.  

D. The idea of home as the preserve of the nuclear family is a product of modernity. E. 

Privacy in the modern sense barely existed.  

 

8. A. In rejecting the functionalism in positivist organization theory, either wholly or 

partially, there is often a move towards a political model of organization theory.  

B. Thus, the analysis would shift to the power resources possessed by different groups in the 

organization and the way they use these resources in actual power plays to shape the 
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organizational structure.  

C. At the extreme, in one set of writings, the growth of administrators in the organization is 

held to be completely unrelated to the work to be done and to be caused totally by the 

political pursuit of self-interest.  

D. The political model holds that individual interests are pursued in organizational life 

through the exercise of power and influence.  

 

9. A. Four days later, Oracle announced its own bid for PeopleSoft, and invited the firm’s 

board to a discussion.  

B. Furious that his own plans had been endangered, PeopleSoft’s boss, Craig Conway, called 

Oracle’s offer “diabolical”, and its boss, Larry Ellison, a “sociopath”.  

C. In early June, PeopleSoft said that it would buy J.D. Edwards, a smaller rival.  

D. Moreover, said Mr. Conway, he “could imagine no price nor combination of price and 

other conditions to recommend accepting the offer.”  

E. On June 12th, PeopleSoft turned Oracle down.  

 

10. A. The study suggests that the disease did not spread with such intensity, but that it may 

have driven human migrations across Europe and Asia.  

B. The oldest sample came from an individual who lived in southeast Russia about 5,000 

years ago.  

C. The ages of the skeletons correspond to a time of mass exodus from today's Russia and 

Ukraine into Western Europe and central Asia, suggesting that a pandemic could have driven 

these migrations.  

D. In the analysis of fragments of DNA from 101 Bronze Age skeletons for sequences from 

Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that causes the disease, seven tested positive.  

E. DNA from Bronze Age human skeletons indicate that the black plague could have 

emerged as early as 3,000 BCE, long before the epidemic that swept through Europe in the 

mid-1300s.  

 

11. A. Where there is division there must be conflict not only division between man and 

woman, but also division as racial, religious and linguistic.  

B. We said the present condition of racial divisions, linguistic divisions has brought on so 

many wars.  

C. Also we went into the question of why does this conflict between man and man exists.  
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D. May we continue with what we were talking about last evening?   

 

12. A. Wild wheat uses the wind to propagate: when its pods become full and heavy, their 

brittle casings burst, spreading the seed far and wide upon the breeze.  

B. Realizing that a wheat that kept its seeds was a useful plant, humans seized upon it,  

C. A type of wheat that cannot spread its seeds on its own is an aberration, a variation that 

would have come about by accident.  

D. To select its desirable characteristics, they eliminated the competition by stripping away 

weeds and wild wheat plants, leaving only the tougher stuff that required harvesting.  

E. However, Einkorn wheat – a strain of wild wheat from 8500 BCE – is tougher: its pods 

yield their seed only when deliberately broken with a tool.  

 

13. A. The basic emphasis in media laws and regulation is on creating an enabling 

environment to work without fear or intimidation.  

B. It would be disastrous if restrictions were to take precedence over the enabling 

environment.  

C. The regulatory framework for the media is not a simple manual of dos and don’ts.  

D. Reasonable restrictions are only a corollary to the enabling environment.  

E. It is rather complex and tries to balance free speech and accountability without taking 

away the ability to question those in power.  

 

14. A. Group decision-making, however, does not necessarily fully guard against 

arbitrariness and anarchy, for individual capriciousness can get substituted by collusion of 

group members.  

B. Nature itself is an intricate system of checks and balances, meant to preserve the delicate 

balance between various environmental factors that affect our ecology.  

C. In institutions also, there is a need to have in place a system of checks and balances which 

inhibits the concentration of power in the hands of only some individuals.  

D. When human interventions alter this delicate balance, the outcomes have been seen to be 

disastrous.  

 

15. A. A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young people who 

are going to be running our country in a few decades are like.  

B. I would go to sleep in my hotel room around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my 



 

 139 

mailbox would be full of replies—sent at 1:15 a.m., 2:59 a.m., 3:23 a.m.  

C. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up each morning at seven; 

she could afford that much rest because she had learned to supplement her full day of work 

by studying in her sleep.  

D. Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen articulate students, and I sent them 

emails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups.  

E. As she was falling asleep she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself; she 

would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem might be solved.  

 

16. A. However, the severed head could not grow back if fire could be applied at once to the 

amputated part.  

B. To get rid of this monstrosity was truly a Herculean task, for as soon as one head was cut 

off, two new ones replaced it.  

C. Hercules accomplished the labour through the aid of an assistant who cauterized the necks 

as fast as Hercules cut off the heads!  

D. One of the twelve labours of Hercules was the killing of Hydra, a water monster with nine 

heads.   

 

17. A. This visual turn in social media has merely accentuated this announcing instinct of 

ours, enabling us with easy-to-create, easy-to-share, easy-to-store and easy-to-consume 

platforms, gadgets and apps.  

B. There is absolutely nothing new about us framing the vision of who we are or what we 

want, visually or otherwise, in our Facebook page, for example.  

C. Turning the pages of most family albums, which belong to a period well before the digital 

dissemination of self-created and self-curated moments and images, would reconfirm the 

basic instinct of documenting our presence in a particular space, on a significant occasion, 

with others who matter.  

D. We are empowered to book our faces and act as celebrities within the confinement of our 

respective friend lists, and communicate our activities, companionship and locations with 

minimal clicks and touches.  

E. What is unprecedented is not the desire to put out news feeds related to the self, but the 

ease with which this broadcast operation can now be executed, often provoking (UN) 

anticipated responses from beyond one's immediate location.   
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18. A. But let’s take it seriously for a moment.  

B. Today, the book is such a symbol of learning and knowledge that we laugh at this 

argument.  

C. Nonetheless, Socrates’s point is valid: a technology that gives no opportunity for 

discussion, explanation or debate is a poor technology.  

D. Over two thousand years ago, Socrates argued that the book would destroy people’s 

ability to reason, because, as he claimed, one cannot debate with a book: the written word 

cannot answer back.  

E. Despite Socrates’s claims, writing does instruct because we can debate its content with 

each other rather than with the author.  

 

19. A. Reasons aren’t entirely clear, but likely include reprogramming errors: essentially, the 

donor egg cell’s nucleus holds on to a kind of genetic memory and resists the replacement 

with the new genetic material.  

B. However, mortality rates for cloned animals are initially very high.  

C. If they do survive, they’re generally healthy.  

D. Animal cloning is becoming more common – and cloning extinct species could be on the 

horizon.  

E. Animals cloned through this process, known as somatic cell nuclear transfer, have to 

survive that first shock after birth.   

 

20. A. He was bone-weary and soul-weary, and found himself muttering, “Either I can’t 

manage this place, or it’s unmanageable.”  

B. To his horror, he realized that he had become the victim of an amorphous, unwitting, 

unconscious conspiracy to immerse him in routine work that had no significance.  

C. It was one of those nights in the office when the office clock was moving towards four in 

the morning and Bennis was still not through with the incredible mass of paper stacked 

before him.  

D. He reached for his calendar and ran his eyes down each hour, half-hour, and quarter-hour, 

to see where his time had gone that day, the day before, the month before.   

 

21. A. The Director walked into the room and took a look around the class.  

B. Mitch wanted to scream - the illogicality of the entire scene struck him dumb.  

C. The managers stared at him with the look of fear that no democratic country should 
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tolerate in its people.  

D. Mitch walked out of the room - it was his irrevocable protest against an insensible and 

insensitive situation.   

 

22. A. This fact was established in the 1730s by French survey expeditions to Equador near 

the Equator and Lapland in the Arctic, which found that around the middle of the earth the 

arc was about a kilometer shorter.  

B. One of the unsettled scientific questions in the late 18th century was that of exact nature of 

the shape of the earth.  

C. The length of one-degree arc would be less near the equatorial latitudes than at the poles.  

D. One way of doing that is to determine the length of the arc along a chosen longitude or 

meridian at one degree latitude separation.  

E. While it was generally known that the earth was not a sphere but an ‘oblate spheroid’, 

more curved at the equator and flatter at the poles, the question of ‘how much more’ was yet 

to be established. 

 

23. A. Still, Sophie might need open-heart surgery later in life and now be more prone to 

respiratory infections.  

B. But with the news that his infant daughter Sophie has a hole in her heart, he appears quite 

vulnerable.  

C. While the condition sounds bad, it is not life threatening, and frequently corrects itself.  

D. Sylvester Stallone has made millions and built a thriving career out of looking invincible. 

 

24. A. Scientists have for the first time managed to edit genes in a human embryo to repair a 

genetic mutation, fuelling hopes that such procedures may one day be available outside 

laboratory conditions. B. The cardiac disease causes sudden death in otherwise healthy young 

athletes and affects about one in 500 people overall.  

C. Correcting the mutation in the gene would not only ensure that the child is healthy but also 

prevents transmission of the mutation to future generations.  

D. It is caused by a mutation in a particular gene and a child will suffer from the condition 

even if it inherits only one copy of the mutated gene.  

E. In results announced in Nature this week, scientists fixed a mutation that thickens the heart 

muscle, a condition called hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.  

 



 

 142 

25. A. When they melted, these earthen kettles filled with fossil water, leaving countless 

mirrors that sequin the tundra.  

B. Canada, situated north of the 60th parallel, contains more lakes than the rest of the world 

combined. C. Now, as the permafrost thaws around these kettles, glacial water held in place 

by frozen soil for thousands of years is seeping away.  

D. Here, ice ages gouged cavities into which icebergs dropped when the glaciers retreated. E. 

Nearly half of Canada’s Northwest Territories isn’t land at all, but water.   

 

26. A. Students need to try new strategies and seek input from others when they’re stuck.  

B. Certainly, effort is key for students’ achievement, but it’s not the only thing.  

C. They need this repertoire of approaches—not just sheer effort—to learn and improve.  

D. A growth mindset isn’t just about effort.  

E. Perhaps the most common misconception is simply equating the growth mindset with 

effort. 

 

27. A. That Hollywood is a man’s world is certainly true, but it is not the whole truth.  

B. Even Renaissance film woman, Jodie Foster, who hosts this compendium of movie 

history, confesses surprise at this.  

C. She says that she had no idea that women were so active in the industry even in those 

days.  

D. During the silent era, for example, female screenwriters outnumbered males 10 to 1. []  

 

28. A. With that, I swallowed the shampoo, and obtained the most realistic results almost on 

the spot.  

B. The man shuffled away into the back regions to make up a prescription, and after a 

moment I got through on the shop-telephone to the Consulate, intimating my location.  

C. Then, while the pharmacist was wrapping up a six-ounce bottle of the mixture, I groaned 

and inquired whether he could give me something for acute gastric cramp.  

D. I intended to stage a sharp gastric attack, and entering an old-fashioned pharmacy, I asked 

for a popular shampoo mixture, consisting of olive oil and flaked soap.  

 

29. A. “This face-off will continue for several months given the strong convictions on either 

side,” says a senior functionary of the high-powered task force on drought.  

B. During the past week-and-half, the Central Government has sought to deny some of the 
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earlier apprehensions over the impact of drought.  

C. The recent revival of the rains had led to the emergence of a line of divide between the 

two.  

D. The state governments, on the other hand, allege that the Centre is downplaying the crisis 

only to evade its full responsibility of financial assistance that is required to alleviate the 

damage.  

E. Shrill alarm about the economic impact of an inadequate monsoon had been sounded by 

the Centre as well as most of the states, in late July and early August. 

 

30. A. The implications of retelling of Indian stories, hence, takes on a new meaning in a 

modern India. B. The stories we tell reflect the world around us. 

C. We cannot help but retell the stories that we value - after all, they are never quite right for 

us - in our time.  

D. And even if we manage to get them quite right, they are only right for us - other people 

living around us will have different reasons for telling similar stories.  

E. As soon as we capture a story, the world we were trying to capture has changed. []  

 

31. A. The Saheli Program, run by the US Cross-Cultural Solutions, is offering a three week 

tour of India that involves more than frenzied sightseeing.  

B. Participants interested in women’s issues will learn about arranged marriages, dowries and 

infanticide.  

C. Holiday packages include all sorts of topics, but female infanticide must be a first for 

tourism.  

D. Interspersed with these talks and meetings are visits to cities like New Delhi and Agra, 

home to the Taj Mahal.  

 

32. A. To understand where these differences come from, we can start with an evolutionary 

story about sugary fruits and fatty animals, which were good food for our common ancestors.  

B. It takes a lot of additional work to connect the universal taste receptors to the specific 

things that a particular person eats and drinks.  

C. All humans have the same five taste receptors, but they don’t like the same foods.  

D. Just knowing that everyone has sweetness receptors can’t tell you why one person prefers 

Thai food to Mexican, or why hardly anyone stirs sugar into beer.  

E. However, we will also have to examine the history of each culture, and we’ll have to look 
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at the childhood eating habits of each individual too.  

 

33. 1. Drinking can, thus, lead to severe illness or even eventual death.  

2. One important effect is the damage you can do to your body.  

3. Letting alcohol take control over your life has many negative effects on a person and the 

people around them.  

4. It could possibly cause a fatal car accident for either yourself and/or an innocent bystander.  

5. Another detriment is that this addiction could lead to drinking and driving.  

 

34. A. An essay which appeals chiefly to the intellect is Francis Bacon’s of Studies.  

B. His careful tripartite division of studies expressed succinctly in aphoristic prose demands 

the complete attention of the mind of the reader.  

C. He considers studies as they should be; for pleasure, for self-improvement, for business.  

D. He considers the evils of excess study; laziness, affectation, and preciosity.  

 

35. A. The likelihood of an accident is determined by how carefully the motorist drives and 

how carefully the pedestrian crosses the street.  

B. An accident involving a motorist and a pedestrian is such a case.  

C. Each must decide how much care to exercise without knowing how careful the other is.  

D. The simplest strategic problem arises when two individuals interact with each other, and 

each must decide what to do without knowing what the other is doing.  

 

36. A. As officials, their vision of a country shouldn’t run too far beyond that of the local 

people with whom they have to deal.  

B. Ambassadors have to choose their words.  

C. To say what they feel they have to say, they appear to be denying or ignoring part of what 

they know. D. So, with ambassadors as with other expatriates in black Africa, there appears 

at a first meeting a kind of ambivalence.  

E. They do a specialized job and it is necessary for them to live ceremonial lives.  

 

37. A. His left hand concealed a blackjack, his right hand groped for the torch in his pocket.  

B. The meeting was scheduled for nine o’ clock, and his watch showed the time to be a 

quarter to nine.  

C. The man lurked in the corner, away from the glare of the light.  
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D. His heart thumped in his chest, sweat beads formed themselves on his forehead, his mouth 

was dry.   

 

38. A. Before plants can take life from atmosphere, nitrogen must undergo transformations 

similar to ones that food undergoes in our digestive machinery.  

B. In its aerial form nitrogen is insoluble, unusable and is in need of transformation.  

C. Lightning starts the series of chemical reactions that need to happen to nitrogen, ultimately 

helping it nourish our earth.  

D. Nitrogen - an essential food for plants - is an abundant resource, with about 22 million 

tons of it floating over each square mile of earth.  

E. One of the most dramatic examples in nature of ill wind that blows goodness is lightning. 

 

39. A. For writers like George Orwell, there is a whole honest politics in lucidity.  

B. When it comes to the English language, long words are a clear enemy, say most of the 

style guides. C. They remind you that concrete words like ‘stony’ evoke the thing itself, 

while abstract words like ‘lapidarian’ convey nothing unless you know them.  

D. Cloudy language is just a cover for insincerity.  

E. They tell you to take out every extra word, starve your sentences, murder your pet phrases.   

 

40. A. Such a national policy will surely divide and never unite the people.  

B. In fact, it suits the purpose of the politicians; they can drag the people into submission by 

appealing to them in the name of religion.  

C. In order to inculcate the unquestioning belief they condemn the other states which do not 

follow their religion.  

D. The emergence of the theocratic states where all types of crimes are committed in the 

name of religion, has revived the religion of the Middle Ages. 

 

41. A. Though the phenomena of hallucinations are probably as old as the human brain, our 

understanding of them has greatly increased over the last few decades.  

B. There is a corresponding area on the other side of the brain normally employed in reading 

– the visual word forming area in the fusiform gyrus; if this is abnormally stimulated, it may 

give rise to hallucinations of letters or pseudowords.  

C. Such techniques, coupled with implanted-electrode studies (in patients with intractable 

epilepsy who need surgery), have allowed us to define which parts of the brain are 
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responsible for different sorts of hallucinations.  

D. For instance, an area in the right inferotemporal cortex normally involved in the 

perception of faces, if abnormally activated, may cause people to hallucinate faces.  

E. This new knowledge comes especially from our ability to image the brain and to monitor 

its electrical and metabolic activities while people are hallucinating. 

42. A. The situations in which violence occurs and the nature of that violence tends to be 

clearly defined at least in theory, as in the proverbial Irishman’s question: “Is this a private 

fight or can anyone join in?” B. So the actual risk to outsiders, though no doubt higher than 

our societies, is calculable.  

C. Probably the only uncontrolled applications of force are those of social superiors to social 

inferiors and even here there are probably some rules.  

D. However, binding the obligation to kill, members of feuding families engaged in mutual 

massacre will be genuinely appalled if by some mischance a bystander or outsider is killed.  

 

43. A. The establishment of the Third Reich influenced events in American history by 

starting a chain of events which culminated in war between Germany and the United States.  

B. The Neutrality Acts of 1935 and 1936 prohibited trade with any belligerents or loans to 

them.  

C. While speaking out against Hitler’s atrocities, the American people generally favoured 

isolationist policies and neutrality.  

D. The complete destruction of democracy, the persecution of Jews, the war on religion, the 

cruelty and barbarism of the allies, caused great indignation in this country and brought on 

fear of another World War.  

 

44. A. Passivity is not, of course, universal.  

B. In areas where there are no lords or laws, or in frontier zones where all men go armed, the 

attitude of the peasantry may well be different.  

C. So indeed it may be on the fringe of the unsubmissive.  

D. However, for most of the soil-bound peasants the problem is not whether to be normally 

passive or active, but when to pass from one state to another. E. This depends on an 

assessment of the political situation.  

 

45. A. This has huge implications for the health care system as it operates today, where 

depleted resources and time lead to patients rotating in and out of doctor's offices, oftentimes 
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receiving minimal care or concern (what is commonly referred to as "bed side manner") from 

doctors.  

B. The placebo effect is when an individual's medical condition or pain shows signs of 

improvement based on a fake intervention that has been presented to them as a real one and 

used to be regularly dismissed by researchers as a psychological effect.  

C. The placebo effect is not solely based on believing in treatment, however, as the clinical 

setting in which treatments are administered is also paramount.  

D. That the mind has the power to trigger biochemical changes because the individual 

believes that a given drug or intervention will be effective could empower chronic patients 

through the notion of our bodies' capacity for self-healing.  

E. Placebo effects are now studied not just as foils for "real" interventions but as a potential 

portal into the self-healing powers of the body.   

 

46. A. The British Empiricists, following Locke, subscribed to a tabula rasa theory, denying 

innate ideas and maintaining that our knowledge must ultimately be based on sense 

experience.  

B. Descartes and his followers were convinced that a priori knowledge of the existence of 

God, as an infinitely perfect Being, was possible and favored (what Kant would later call) the 

Ontological Argument as a way to establish it.  

C. The Continental Rationalists, following Descartes, subscribed to a theory of a priori innate 

ideas that provide a basis for universal and necessary knowledge.  

D. By contrast, Locke and his followers spurned such a priori reasoning and resorted to 

empirical approaches, such as the Cosmological Argument and the Teleological Arguments 

or Design Arguments. E. Before Kant, modern European philosophy was generally split into 

two rival camps.  

 

47. A. When you think about it, there is really no limit to ‘safety’.  

B. However, most of our greatest accomplishments and many of our happiest moments come 

when we venture some risk.  

C. No matter what you do, no matter what precautions you take, you could always be a little 

safer.  

D. It is practically our obsession.  

E. In fact, we seem to live in a culture that values safety above nearly everything else. 
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48. A. Since then, intelligence tests have been mostly used to separate dull children in school 

from average or bright children, so that special education can be provided to the dull.  

B. In other words, intelligence tests give us a norm for each age.  

C. Intelligence is expressed as intelligence quotient, and tests are developed to indicate what 

an average child of a certain age can do what a five-year-old answer, but a four-year old can 

cannot, for instance. D. Binet developed the first set of such tests in the early 1900s to find 

out which children in school needed special attention.  

E. Intelligence can be measured by tests.  

 

49. A. To be culturally literate is to possess the basic information needed to thrive in the 

modern world. B. Nor is it confined to one social class; quite the contrary.  

C. It is by no means confined to ‘culture’ narrowly understood as an acquaintance with the 

arts.  

D. Cultural literacy constitutes the only sure avenue of opportunity for disadvantaged 

children, the only reliable way of combating the social determinism that now condemns them.  

E. The breadth of that information is great, extending over the major domains of human 

activity from sports to science.  

 

50. A. Johnson treated English very practically, as a living language, with many different 

shades of meaning and adopted his definitions on the principle of English common law - 

according to precedent.  

B. Masking a profound inner torment, Johnson found solace in compiling the words of a 

language that was, in its coarse complexity and comprehensive genius, the precise analogue 

of his character.  

C. Samuel Johnson was a pioneer who raised common sense to heights of genius, and a man 

of robust popular instincts whose watchwords were clarity, precision and simplicity.  

D. The 18th century English reader, in the new world of global trade and global warfare, 

needed a dictionary with authoritative acts of definition of words of a language that was 

becoming seeded throughout the first British empire by a vigorous and practical champion.  

E. The Johnson who challenged Bishop Berkeley's solipsist theory of the nonexistence of 

matter by kicking a large stone ("I refute it thus") is the same Johnson for whom language 

must have a daily practical use.  

 

51. A. Such a failure erodes the gains made by many communities, because lost natural 
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capital contributes to material losses.  

B. The impact of such a terrible loss must be seen against the backdrop of the Northeast 

representing a global biodiversity hotspot.  

C. The Environment Ministry’s report has calculated a cumulative loss of forests in Mizoram, 

Nagaland and Arunachal of nearly 1,200 sq. km.  

D. Naturally, environmental economists have come to regard the calculation of national 

accounts of wealth and development as weak, because governments do not add the benefits of 

functions such as flood control and climate moderation to the value of forests.  

E. Any gains achieved through remediation programs in these States cannot compensate for it 

adequately.  

 

52. A. Atticus said to Jem one day, “I’d rather you shot at tin cans in the backyard, but I 

know you’ll go after birds.  

B. They don’t eat up people’s gardens, don’t nest in corn cribs, they don’t do one thing but 

sing their hearts out for us, that’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”  

C. “Your father’s right,” she said, “Mockingbirds don’t do one thing except make music for 

us to enjoy. D. That was the only time I ever heard Atticus say it was a sin to do something, 

and I asked Miss Maudie about it.  

E. Shoot all the blue jays you want, if you can hit them, but remember it’s a sin to kill a 

mockingbird.”  

 

53. A. For good measure, Seeger also used scare quotes and strike-through to doctor the 

printed statement he was required to sign, so that it read, “I am, by reason of my ‘religious’ 

training and belief, conscientiously opposed to participation in war in any form.”  

B. Sometime later, he received the United States Selective Service System’s Form 150, 

asking him to detail his objections to military service. It took him a few days to reply, 

because he had no answer for the form’s first question: “Do you believe in a Supreme 

Being?”  

C. Daniel Seeger was twenty-one when he wrote to his local draft board to say, “I have 

concluded that war, from the practical standpoint, is futile and self-defeating, and from the 

more important moral standpoint, it is unethical.”  

D. Unsatisfied with the two available options—“Yes” and “No”—Seeger finally decided to 

draw and check a third box: “See attached pages.” There were eight of those pages, and in 

them he described reading Plato, Aristotle, and Spinoza, all of whom “evolved 



 

 150 

comprehensive ethical systems of intellectual and moral integrity without belief in God,” and 

concluded that “the existence of God cannot be proven or disproven, and the essence of His 

nature cannot be determined.” 

 

54. A. If caught in the act, they were punished, not for the crime, but for allowing themselves 

to be caught another lash of the whip.  

B. The bellicose Spartans sacrificed all the finer things in life for military expertise.  

C. Those fortunate enough to survive babyhood were taken away from their mothers at the 

age of seven to undergo rigorous military training.  

D. This consisted mainly of beatings and deprivations of all kinds like going around barefoot 

in winter, and worse, starvation so that they would be forced to steal food to survive.  

E. Male children were examined at birth by the city council and those deemed too weak to 

become soldiers were left to die of exposure.  

 

55. A. Michael Hofman, a poet and translator, accepts this sorry fact without approval or 

complaint.  

B. But thanklessness and impossibility do not daunt him.  

C. He acknowledges too — in fact, he returns to the point often — that best translators of 

poetry always fail at some level.  

D. Hofman feels passionately about his work and this is clear from his writings.  

E. In terms of the gap between worth and rewards, translators come somewhere near nurses 

and street-cleaners.  

 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. DABEC  

2. ECBDA  

3. CABD  

4. CEBDA  

5. EDACB  

6. EDCAB  

7. DACBE  

8. ADBC  
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9. CABDE  

10. EDACB  

11. DABC  

12. AECBD  

13. CEADB  

14. BDCA  

15. ADBCE  

16. DBAC  

17. CBADE  

18. DBAEC  

19. DBAEC  

20. CADB  

21. ABCD  

22. BEDCA  

23. DBCA  

24. AEBDC  

25. BEDAC  

26. DEBAC  

27. ADBC  

28. DCBA  

29. ECBDA  

30. BECDA  

31. ACBD  

32. CAEDB  

33. CBEDA  

34. ABCD  

35. DBAC  

36. BEADC  

37. CABD  

38. ECDBA  
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39. BECAD  

40. DBCA  

41. AECDB  

42. DABC  

43. ADCB  

44. ABCDE  

45. BEDCA  

46. ECABD  

47. ACEDB  

48. EDACB  

49. AECBD  

50. DCEAB  

51. CBEDA  

52. AEDCB  

53. CBDA  

54. BECDA  

55. EACBD  
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