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IN THE ISSUE 

ECONOMIC NEWS 

Retail inflation for industrial workers 

rises to 5.91% in October 

29-11-2020 

etail inflation for industrial 

workers rose marginally to 5.91 

percent in October from 5.62 

percent in September this year mainly due 

to higher prices of certain food items. 

“Year-on-year (retail) inflation based on 

all-items stood at 5.91 percent for October 

2020 as compared to 5.62 percent for the 

previous month and 7.62 percent during 

the corresponding month of the previous 

year,” a labor ministry statement said. 

Similarly, it stated that food inflation stood 

at 8.21 percent in October against 7.51 

percent of the previous month (September 

2020) and 8.60 percent during the 

corresponding month (October 2019) a 

year ago. The all-India Consumer Price 

Index for Industrial Workers (CPI-IW) for 

October 2020 increased by 1.4 points and 

stood at 119.5 points. On one-month 

percentage change, it increased by (+) 1.19 

percent between September and October 

2020 compared to (+) 0.93 percent 

increase between corresponding months of 

the previous year. The maximum upward 

pressure in the current index came from 

the food & beverages group contributing 

(+) 1.29 percentage points to the total 

change. 

At item level, arhar dal, poultry (chicken), 

eggs (a hen), goat meat, mustard oil, 

sunflower oil, brinjal, cabbage, carrot, 

cauliflower, chilies green, gourd, 

ladyfinger, onion, peas, potato, electricity 

domestic, doctor’s fee, bus fare, etc. are 

responsible for the increase in index. 

However, it said that this increase was 

checked by Wheat, fish fresh, tomato, 

apple, etc., putting downward pressure on 

the index. 

At the center level, Doom-

DoomaTinsukia, Patna, and Ramgarh 

recorded the maximum increase of 4 points 

each. Among others, 3 points increase was 

observed in 9 centers, 2 points in 24 

centers, and 1 point in 33 centers. The rest 

of the 19 centers’ indices remained 

stationary. Commenting on the index, 

Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar said, 

“The increase in CPI-IW will have a 

positive effect on wages/salaries of 

industrial workers engaged in the 

organized sector besides government 

employees and pensioners.” 

The CPI-IW is the single-most-important 

price statistics that have financial 

implications. It is primarily used to 

regulate the dearness allowance of 

government employees and workers in 

industrial sectors. It is also used in the 
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fixation and revision of minimum wages in 

scheduled employments besides measuring 

the inflation in retail prices. 

 

Centre cuts tax transfers to states by a 

fifth in October 

30-11-2020 

espite a sharp revenue slump, 

the Centre transferred budgeted 

amounts to state governments 

as their tax share from the divisible pool in 

April-May, but has since found this 

practice unsustainable – October transfers 

were a fifth less than envisaged in Budget, 

at Rs 37,233 crore. To be sure, many states 

have in recent months seen a rise in their 

tax revenues (OTR) from the lows 

witnessed in the lockdown period. From 

the range of 25-50% of normal in May, the 

OTR of most states in October either 

surpassed or was at par with the same in 

the year-ago month. Information gathered 

by FE shows that Karnataka collected Rs 

9,272 crore as OTR in October, up 14% on 

the year and Rajasthan garnered Rs 5,544 

crore (up 25%). Kerala’s tax collection in 

October was about 90% of the mop-up in 

the year-ago month. 

In FY20, the tax devolution to states was a 

little over Rs 1 lakh crore less than in the 

previous year at Rs 6.5 lakh crore. 

According to Icra, the shareable tax pool 

may turn out to be Rs 13.4 lakh crore in 

FY21, 30% lower than the budgeted 

amount of Rs 19.1 lakh crore. The agency 

also projected the central tax devolution to 

the state governments at about Rs 5 lakh 

crore (after adjusting for the Centre’s extra 

transfers of Rs 48,400 crore in FY20) in 

FY21, as against Rs 7.8 lakh crore budget. 

As such, the 14th Finance Commission 

period (FY16-FY20) hadn’t proved to be 

as gainful to states as expected. Despite the 

commission awarding an unprecedented 

spike of 10 percentage points (32% to 

42%) to states in their share of the 

divisible pool, the total transfers during the 

commission’s award period increased at 

barely the same rate during the 12th 

Finance Commission period when the 

devolution rate was increased by just 1 

PPS. The overall decline in tax revenue 

growth has impacted the devolution. 

Increased use of the cess/surcharge route 

by the Centre since the 14th FC award has 

also resulted in a decline in states’ share in 

the Centre’s gross tax receipts (including 

cess/surcharge proceeds) in recent years. 

As a percentage of Centre’s gross tax 

receipts, tax transfers to states had jumped 
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from 28% in FY13 to 35% in FY16 but 

has since fallen to 32.4% in FY20. 

The customary pattern is the Centre makes 

adjustments on state tax transfers based on 

actual receipts only during February-

March, the final two months of a financial 

year. Till then the states get their shares as 

budgeted. However, given the 

extraordinary situation due to Covid-19, 

the adjustments this year started earlier. 

 

 

CONGRESS LAUNCHES SOCIAL 

MEDIA CAMPAIGN TO SUPPORT 

FOR AGITATING FARMERS 

30-11-2020 

he Congress on Monday 

(30.11.2020) launched a Social 

Media Campaign to support the 

farmers protesting against the Centre's new 

Farm Laws headed with Party Leader 

Rahul Gandhi. 

 

"The Modi Government has persecuted the 

farmers. First, it brought Black Laws and 

then used lathis against them but it forgot 

that when the farmer raises his voice, it 

resonates throughout the country. You also 

raise your voice against the Exploitation of 

Farmers and join the 

#SpeakUpForFarmers campaign," Rahul 

Gandhi said in a tweet in Hindi. 

"The farmers of the Country have come to 

Delhi in the cold leaving his home and 

fields to voice his protest against the Black 

Agriculture Laws. In this battle of truth 

and untruth with whom do you stand - the 

'Annadata' (food-giving) farmer or the 

PM's capitalist friends," Gandhi said in 

another tweet. 

The Former Congress Chief said wherever 

these farmers are protesting; the people 

and Congress workers should stand in their 

support and provide them food. 

"The question is why the farmer out on the 

roads, traveling thousands of kilometers is 

and is stalling traffic. PM Modi says the 

three farm laws are in favor of the farmer, 

but if these laws are in the farmer's favor, 
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why is he not happy and why is he 

protesting," asked the Congress leader. 

"These laws are for Narendra Modi's two-

three friends and are aimed at stealing 

from the farmers. That is why we all have 

to together stand with the strength of India 

- the farmer," he said. 

He also shared an over one-minute-long 

video as part of the campaign in which the 

Congress party asked the government to 

listen to the grievances of the farmers and 

not use force against them. 

Congress general secretary Priyanka 

Gandhi Vadra also joined the 

#SpeakUpForFarmers campaign and 

shared the same video highlighting the 

plight of the farmers. 

The Congress on its official Twitter handle 

demanded that the government must stop 

the alleged violence and atrocities against 

the farmers who are exercising their right 

to protest. 

A host of party leaders including P L 

Punia, Tariq Anwar, Shashi Tharoor, 

Salman Khurshid, Mohan Prakash, and 

Sunil Jakhar also spoke in support of the 

farmers and urged the government to 

redress their grievances. 

The Congress has launched a day-long 

Online Campaign in support of the farmers 

who are agitating on the roads against the 

Farm Laws. 

Farmers, who had reached the 

NirankaraiSamagam Ground in Burari on 

Saturday, continued their protest there 

while traffic continued to be disrupted in 

the city due to the protests. 

CONGRESS REMAINS STRONG IN 

TAMIL NADU 

01-12-2020 

ongress leader Rahul Gandhi on 

Monday (30.11.2020) said even 

though the National Party had 

not been in power in Tamil Nadu for the 

last 50 years, it continued to remain a 

strong movement and it could further be 

strengthened by intensive fieldwork by the 

party cadres. 

 

Interacting with leaders of the Tamil Nadu 

Congress Committee (TNCC) via video, 

Gandhi called upon party functionaries to 

work “To provide relief to the people of 

Tamil Nadu, who have been affected by 

the AIADMK government”. 
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He advised the Congress leaders to abide 

by the party’s stand and insisted to “Take 

action against those violating party 

discipline. Positive thinking among leaders 

is the need of the hour,” he said. 

Explaining the details of the meeting, 

TNCC president K.S. Alagiri said various 

issues, including the 2021 Assembly poll, 

the selection of constituencies, and the 

strengthening of the Secular Progressive 

Alliance in the State, came up for 

discussion. 

 “The meeting decided to highlight how 

the BJP Government at the Centre is 

functioning against the interests of the 

people and is seeking to destroy the unique 

feature of the Tamil language. We will 

also explain to the people the problems 

caused by the introduction of the National 

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test and the 

three farm-related legislation,” Mr.Alagiri 

said. 

The meeting was attended by AICC 

general secretaries K.C. Venugopal and 

MukulWasnik, in-charge of party affairs in 

T.N. Dinesh GunduRao and senior leaders 

P. Chidambaram, K.R. Ramasamy, and 

Chellakumar. 

After the meeting, Mr.Rao called for a 

meeting of the senior leaders to evolve a 

strategy for the Assembly election. The 

meeting will be held in Chennai on 

December 03.12.2020. 

The government puts off penalty 

provision for not using QR codes on 

GST invoices 

01-12-2020 

he lack of preparedness from the 

banks has forced the government 

to waive off the proposed penalty 

for not implementing dynamic QR codes 

on invoices issued by GST-registered 

taxpayers with over `500 crore annual 

turnover, sources in the revenue 

department said. The provision was to 

penalize businesses not using QR codes on 

their invoices from December 1 but now it 

would come into force from April 1. 

However, the penalty waiver is contingent 

on businesses using QR codes from the 

start of the next fiscal year. 

The move is aimed at promoting digital 

payment in business to customer (B2C) 

transactions through QR code and enabling 

GST payment on UPI — a digital retail 

payment option. Sources said that while 

the National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) was ready to roll-out the QR 

code feature, the majority of the banks 

were unprepared despite multiple meetings 

and support from NPCI. 
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GDP growth to enter the positive 

territory in Q4 says NitiAayog VC Rajiv 

Kumar 

02-12-2020 

he Indian economy is coming out 

of the pandemic-induced 

degrowth and GDP growth will 

enter the positive territory in the fourth 

quarter of this fiscal, NitiAayog Vice-

Chairman Rajiv Kumar said on 

Wednesday. In an interview with PTI, 

Kumar also said the Centre’s new 

agriculture reform laws are aimed at 

increasing the income of farmers and the 

present agitation was a result of 

misunderstanding and miscommunication 

which need to be removed. “The second-

quarter GDP figure (a contraction of 7.5 

percent) reflects that the economy is 

coming out of this pandemic-induced 

degrowth phase and I expect that in the 

third quarter, we will achieve the same 

level of economic activity as the year-ago 

period. And the fourth quarter will show a 

small but positive growth over the 

previous year because the government has 

used this period for ushering in many 

structural reforms and some more are in 

the pipeline,” he said. Kumar noted that 

the COVID-19 pandemic had an 

unprecedented negative impact on 

economic activities, but this was 

completely like a natural disaster and not 

related to the regular economic cycle. 

“Therefore, it is quite irrelevant to talk 

about the economy being in a technical 

recession,” he emphasized. 

India’s economy recovered faster than 

expected in the September quarter as a 

pick-up in manufacturing helped GDP 

clock a lower contraction of 7.5 percent 

and held out hopes for further 

improvement on better consumer demand. 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) had 

shrunk by a massive 23.9 percent in the 

first quarter as the COVID-19 lockdown 

pummelled economic activity.  

 

SHIV SENA ASKS CENTRE TO STOP 

THE USE OF LOUDSPEAKERS ON 

MOSQUE 

02-12-2020 

he Shiv Sena on Wednesday 

(02.12.2020) demanded the 

Centre take steps to stop the use 

of loudspeakers on mosques to curb noise 

pollution. 
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. 

Sena said in an editorial 'Saamana the 

issue is of noise pollution and environment 

protection. 

"The Centre should promulgate an 

ordinance to stop loudspeakers on 

mosques to prevent noise pollution," it 

said. 

This suggestion emerged when Shiv Sena's 

Mumbai- South vibhag pramukh (division 

head) Pandurang Sakpal's suggestion of 

holding an 'Azaan' recital competition for 

Muslim children. 

The editorial also said BJP's criticism of 

the Sena leader praising 'Azaan' was 

similar to describing farmers agitating 

(against new farm laws) on the Delhi 

borders as "Pakistani terrorists". 

"What to expect from these people who 

call the farmers terrorists. Trolls say that 

the Shiv Sena has given up Hindutva, but 

pictures of him along with BJP leaders 

eating Eid delicacies are published," the 

Marathi publication said. 

"We don't want to politicize this because 

the country's 22 Crore Muslims are Indian 

citizens," it added. 

It also said even though a law has been 

passed against cow slaughter, its sale, 

purchase, and consumption is legal in the 

BJP-ruled states of Goa and North East. 

"If this is not appeasement for votes, then 

what it is?" the editorial asked. 

Defending Sena leader Sakpal, the 

editorial said he had only suggested to a 

Muslim foundation to hold an online 

'Azaan' competitions that people don't 

crowd outside and celebrate rituals and 

festivals digitally from home. 

Efforts underway to operationalize vital 

infrastructure links between India, 

CLMV countries: DPIIT secretary 

03-12-2020 

fforts are underway to 

operationalize key infrastructure 

links between Cambodia, Lao, 

Myanmar, and Vietnam (CLMV) countries 

and India for better economic integration 

in the region. Secretary in the Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

Trade (DPIIT) GuruprasadMohapatra said 

that the India-Myanmar-Thailand 

Trilateral Highway will serve as a lifeline 

for Mekong and North-East region of 

India. India, Thailand, and Myanmar are 
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working on about 1,400 km long highway 

that would link the country with Southeast 

Asia by land and give a boost to trade, 

business, health, education and tourism 

ties among the three countries.“Efforts are 

underway to operationalize vital 

infrastructure links between CLMV 

countries and India for better economic 

integration,” Mohapatra said at CII’s 

India-CLMV Business Conclave 2020. He 

also said that a project development fund 

was set up with a corpus of USD 75 

million to promote trade and investments 

in CLMV countries as well as to help 

integrate domestic producers and 

manufacturers in the regional value chains. 

The two-way trade between India and 

CLMV countries has increased from USD 

1.1 billion to USD 14.1 billion in 2019-20. 

Further the secretary said that the Kaladan 

multi-modal transit transport project will 

also enhance connectivity between India 

and the Mekong river region. “We aim to 

reach our friends in south-east Asia 

through the north-eastern frontier of India 

and in turn achieve development for our 

people and partners. The natural resource 

potential of north-east India and CLMV 

countries offers unique opportunities for 

developing an export-oriented economy. 

This will enhance investment potential and 

bring comprehensive industrial 

development,” he added. Speaking at the 

conclave, Minister of State for External 

Affairs V Muraleedharan informed that 

currently work is being done on the early 

operationalization of the trilateral highway 

and a proposal is also being considered by 

Laos for eastward extension of this 

highway. He also said “we look forward to 

enhanced cooperation and collaboration 

between ASEAN countries on COVID-19 

vaccine and drug development. Even we 

are ready to share COVID-19 vaccine with 

them whenever it is made available,” he 

said. 

CHANDRA BABU NAIDU, 12 TDP 

MLA’S SUSPENDED FOR A DAY  

03-12-2020 

hirteen Telugu Desam Party 

(TDP) MLA’s including party's 

floor leader N Chandrababu 

Naidu, was suspended for one day from 

the Andhra Pradesh Assembly as the 

Ruling and Opposition parties locked 

horns on the Government’s claim on 

compensation to the farm sector due to 

Cyclone Nivar in Rayalaseema and a few 

coastal districts. 
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What pitted them against each other was 

the denial of an opportunity to former 

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu to 

speak on the matter after Chief Minister 

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy clarified the 

issues raised by TDP MLA 

PayyavulaKeshav. 

As Mr.Chandrababu Naidu stood up and 

insisted that he be allowed to make his 

point, Deputy Speaker Kona Raghupathi 

refused, saying it was for TDLP leader 

Nimmala Rama Naidu to respond to the 

Chief Minister’s remarks. 

Infuriated with this Mr.Chandrababu 

Naidu and 12 other MLAs squatted on the 

floor. 

Even though repeated pleas were made to 

TDP MLAs to return to their seats failed, 

Information and Public Relations and 

Transport Minister PerniVenkataramaiah 

moved a motion for suspending the 

agitating members for the day. 

After being suspended from the House, the 

Legislators led by Mr. Naidu sat on the 

steps outside the Assembly in protest 

against the YS Jagan Mohan Reddy-led 

Government. 

WAQF BOARD SOON TO BE 

ESTABLISHED IN JAMMU AND 

KASHMIR, LADAKH: MINISTRY OF 

MINORITY AFFAIRS MUKHTAR 

ABBAS NAQVI 

04-12-2020 

aqf Boards will soon be 

established in the Union 

Territories of Jammu and 

Kashmir and Ladakh, and the process for it 

has already started, Minority Affairs 

Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said on 

Friday (04.12.2020). 

 

After chairing a Central Waqf Council 

meeting Naqvi in a statement said that 

Waqf Boards will be established in the 

Jammu-Kashmir and the Leh-Kargil areas 

for the first time since Independence. 

It has become possible to do so only after 

the revocation of Article 370, he said, and 

added that the Waqf Boards in Jammu and 
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Kashmir and Ladakh will ensure proper 

utilization of Waqf properties for the 

welfare of society. 

The central government will provide 

adequate financial assistance to construct 

infrastructure for socio-economic and 

educational activities on Waqf properties 

in the Union Territories under the 

'PradhanMantri Jan VikasKarykram 

(PMJVK)', Naqvi said. 

He also added that there are thousands of 

Waqf properties in the Jammu-Kashmir 

and the Leh-Kargil areas and the process 

of Digitisation, geo-tagging or GPS 

mapping of these Waqf properties has also 

been initiated and the work will be 

completed soon. 

Further, he added that a serious step has to 

be taken on encroachment of Waqf 

properties by "Waqf mafias" in several 

states. State Governments were asked to 

take strict action in such cases. Naqvi said. 

He said that a team of the Central Waqf 

Council will visit these States in this 

regard. 

Naqvi said that while only 90 districts of 

the country had been identified for 

minority communities' development earlier 

but the Modi Government has expanded 

development programs for minorities in 

308 districts, 870 blocks, 331 towns, and 

thousands of villages. 

The minority affairs minister said that 

about 6,64,000 registered Waqf properties 

are there across the country and 

digitization of all the state Waqf boards 

has been completed. 

Naqvi said that just like in other parts of 

the country, the central government will 

construct schools, colleges, ITIs, 

polytechnics, girls hostels, hospitals, 

multi-purpose community halls 

'SadbhavMandap', 'Hunar Hub', common 

service centers, employment-oriented skill 

development centers and other basic 

infrastructure on Waqf land in Jammu and 

Kashmir and Ladakh under the PMJVK. 

This basic infrastructure will ensure 

quality education for the needy and 

employment opportunities to the youths, 

he said. 

RBI’s monetary policy statement: Here 

are the key highlights 

04-12-2020 

ollowing are the highlights 

of RBI Governor ShaktikantaDas’ 

statement and resolution of the 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 
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* Benchmark rate kept unchanged for the 

third time in a row at 4 pc 

* Indian economy expected to contract 7.5 

pc this fiscal, lower than 9.5 pc contraction 

projected in Oct 

* Economy to clock growth of 0.1 pc in 

Q3; Q4 to see 0.7 pc growth 

* Retail inflation projected at 6.8 pc in Q3, 

5.8 pc in Q4 

* Inflation to remain elevated, barring 

transient relief in the winter months 

* Fiscal stimulus moving beyond being 

supportive of consumption and liquidity to 

supporting growth-generating investment. 

* Private investment still slack and 

capacity utilization has not fully recovered 

* RBI to use various instruments at the 

appropriate time to ensure ample liquidity 

is available in the system.  

* RBI ready to take further measures to 

ease liquidity; will continue to respond to 

global uncertainty. 

* RBI to maintain accommodative 

monetary policy stance to support growth, 

keep inflation at the targeted level.  

* To raise the limit for contactless card 

transactions from Rs 2,000 to Rs 5,000 per 

transaction from January.  

* RTGS system to be made 24X7 in next 

few days.  

* Commercial, cooperative banks to retain 

profit made in 2019-20; not to make any 

dividend payment.  

* RBI committed to preserving depositors’ 

interest in the financial system. 

 

Effective IP regime is foundational to 

achieving India’s goal of     USD 1 

trillion digital economies: Nisha Desai 

Biswal 

05-12-2020 

n effective intellectual property 

(IP) regime is foundational to 

achieving India’s goal of a 

USD 1 trillion digital economy, head of 

the US-India Business Council Nisha 

Desai Biswal has said. Biswal was 

speaking at the third annual India-US IP 

Dialogue on Friday organized by the US 

Chamber of Commerce’s Global 

Innovation Policy Center (GIPC) and 

USIBC, in partnership with the Federation 

of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry (FICCI).Intellectual capital fuels 

the creative economy. As India’s IT 

industry advances and its content economy 

grows, an effective IPR regime is 

foundational to achieving the 
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government’s goal of a USD 1 trillion 

digital economy,” Biswal said in her 

address. 

“IPR protections also support the success 

of Digital India, Make-in-India and other 

cornerstone initiatives,” Biswal, who 

previously served as Assistant Secretary of 

State for South and Central Asian Affairs 

in the US Department of State, said. 

On Thursday, India and the US signed an 

MoU to increase cooperation in the field of 

intellectual property (IP) by facilitating 

exchange and dissemination of best 

practices, collaboration in training 

programs, and outreach activities. The two 

sides will draw up a biennial work plan to 

implement the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) which will include 

detailed planning for carrying out 

cooperation activities, including the scope 

of action, it said.“The IP Dialogue is an 

opportunity for the US and Indian 

governments to come together to discuss 

an issue critical to our bilateral 

relationship,” Biswal said. 

“This month’s promising news on vaccines 

and treatments for coronavirus is a signal 

that the UN framework for intellectual 

property is working,” said Patrick 

Kilbride, senior vice president of the US 

Chamber’s Global Innovation Policy 

Centre. 

“Globally, we’ve mounted an all-hands-

on-deck response, with the private sector 

leading the charge to deliver a safe, 

effective vaccine for this terrible disease,” 

he said. “India, with its strong domestic 

industry and innovative capacity, can play 

a major role in fighting the pandemic the 

time is now,” Kilbride said. 

IP Dialogue: Opportunities for US-India 

Collaboration” featured experts from 

India’s Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), US 

Patent and Trademark Office, US 

Department of State, and Office of the US 

Trade Representative, along with other 

government, private sector, and academic 

experts. 

Participants discussed a broad range of IP-

related topics, including innovation, 

public-private partnership response to the 

pandemic, collaboration in fighting 

copyright and trademark infringement, 

best practices for technology transfer and 

IP commercialization, and policy 

approaches to trade secrets in the digital 

age. Dialogue recommendations will be 

shared with both governments to deepen 
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strategic cooperation on IP policy, the 

release said.  

MP: MUSLIM MAN FORCES HINDU 

WIFE TO CONVERT TO ISLAM, 

IMPOSE URDU, ARRESTED 

05-12-2020 

 Muslim man was arrested in 

Madhya Pradesh after his wife 

along with her parents alleged 

that the man and his family were torturing 

and forcing her to convert to Islam. 

 

The Woman also alleged that her husband 

and his Family members were imposing 

Urdu and Arabic Languages on her. 

The Arrest was made under the provision 

of the MP DharamaSwatantraya Act, 1968. 

The woman who was born into a Hindu 

family had run off from her home to marry 

Irshad Khan in 2018. They had married by 

Islamic rituals. 

"I was being regularly tortured by him 

(Irshad) who force me to adapt his culture 

and also learn Urdu and Arabic language. 

Unable to bear the torture, I have returned 

to my parents' house and will not return to 

him. I made a big mistake in leaving my 

house two years back and marrying him," 

she said. 

A senior police officer of the area, Bharat 

Dubeysaid that her husband came to the 

police, complaining that his wife has been 

kept forcibly confined by her parents. 

Later the Woman with her parents went to 

the Police and complained that she will not 

stay with her Husband. 

According to the Police, the man has been 

accused under IPC Sections that deal with 

Cruelty to a married woman by her 

Husband and In-Laws and Sections of MP 

Dharma Swatantraya Act, 1968. 

Madhya Pradesh is one among the other 

Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled states that are 

planning to bring a law against 'love jihad'- 

an alleged activity where young Muslim 

men are said to reportedly target young 

girls belonging to non-Muslim 

communities for conversion to Islam by 

feigning love. 

TWO DALIT WORKERS BEATEN UP 

IN INDORE ON SUSPICION OF 

DIESEL THEFT 

06-12-2020 

wo Dalit workers in Madhya 

Pradesh's Indore were allegedly 

beaten up on suspicion of 
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stealing diesel on the night of December 

03.12.2020. The police said. 

 

Speaking to news agency ANI, Additional 

Superintendent of Police (ASP) said, "It 

was reported that the workers were beaten.  

The video of the incident has gone viral. 

Three accused have been named in the 

FIR. A probe is underway." 

One of the workers PappuParmar said, "I 

asked for my salary and told them that I 

will not work until I get my salary. So I 

was at home. They came and took me to a 

place and beat me up. After this, they 

accused me of diesel theft and also fired 

me from the job." 

The incident took place on the night of 

December 03.12.2020 and according to the 

two workers they were beaten up by five-

six men including an accountant Parasat 

the mine where they worked as drivers. 

The other worker Balaram said, "We were 

beaten with a belt, and a video was also 

made. The person who beat me his name is 

Paras. We want justice and they should be 

punished." 

After the incident came to light, several 

people surrounded the office of the Deputy 

Inspector General of Police and demanded 

strict action against the accused. People 

carrying posters of Dr. BR Ambedkar 

demanded justice for the two workers. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Not wearing the mask in public violates 

the right to life of others’, says Supreme 

Court 

01-12-2020 

 

n Thursday, the Supreme Court 

said, people not wearing masks 

in public spaces are violating 

the fundamental right to life of everyone 

else, as it implored all states to enforce the 

guidelines on wearing masks and social 

distancing scrupulously in the face of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

At the same time, the apex court stayed a 

Gujarat high court order that sought to 

punish those not wearing masks in public 

by assigning them to Covid-19 centers to 
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perform non-medical duties, terming the 

punishment “disproportionate”. 

A bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan 

regretted that people have been recently 

showing a lack of will to follow the 

guidelines meant to prevent the spread of 

the virus, and the authorities were 

apathetic in implementing the norms on 

masks and social distancing. 

“Those who are not wearing masks are 

affecting the fundamental rights of others. 

They may hamper the health of other 

people,” remarked the bench, which also 

included justices, RS Reddy, and MR 

Shah. 

When Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, 

appearing for the Centre and the Gujarat 

government, said there was nothing to 

show that the police could be encouraging 

the trend, the bench retorted: “Truth can 

easily be seen. And we are not talking only 

about one state but the problem across the 

nation.” 

The court added that these guidelines and 

standard operating procedures had been 

issued by the Union health ministry and 

state too, but the major hurdle was their 

implementation. 

“There is a lack of will everywhere. There 

is no implementation. Everybody is 

moving without masks in markets, malls, 

marriages, and all kinds of ceremonies. 

There are more than 1,000 people in a 

marriage ceremony? How is this 

happening? What is the police doing,” the 

bench asked Mehta? 

It also took a dim view of large gatherings 

in marriages and processions, observing 

that some states had even done away with 

the necessity of seeking prior approval 

from the authorities for organizing such 

congregations. 

Mehta accepted that it was a pan-India 

problem and that certain urgent measures, 

including the imposition of a higher fine 

on violators, can be ordered by the apex 

court. 

 At this, the bench reiterated that 

enhancing the fine may not suffice until 

there is proper implementation. 

Mehta, on behalf of the Gujarat 

government, had sought a stay of the high 

court order to send those not wearing 

masks in public to perform non-medical 

duties in Covid-19 centers as punishment. 

The bench concurred with the solicitor 

general that such punishment may pose 

serious health risks even to non-Covid-19 

persons and stayed this part of the order. 

But at the same time, the court underlined 

that the stay order cannot be construed as 

encouraging people to not wear masks. 
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Thus, the bench directed Gujarat’s 

additional secretary, home, to ensure the 

requirement of wearing the mask and 

social distancing were rigorously 

implemented. It also directed the state 

police to make certain all guidelines are 

implemented in the state. 

It further asked all state governments to 

submit suggestions by Monday on how to 

control public gatherings and ensure 

compliance with the requirement of 

wearing masks and maintaining social 

distancing. 

The bench said it will consider issuing 

directions for all states after the responses 

are received. 

Reasons Why Indian Farmers Continue 

to Protest against New Farmers Bill 

2020 

02-12-2020 

 

armer protest in India's national 

capital has created quite a flutter 

globally too. Since 26th November 

2020, the borders of Delhi have been 

witnessing a huge agitation being carried 

out by farmers, most of them from Punjab 

and Haryana. 

The farmers are protesting against 2 Farm 

Bills that the Rajya Sabha recently passed:  

(1) the Farmers’ Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 

Bill, 2020, and 

 (2) the Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance 

and Farm Services Bill, 2020. 

The two bills had already cleared the lower 

house – the Lok Sabha. When they were 

introduced in the Rajya Sabha, there was 

ruckus and finally, the Bill was passed 

through a voice vote. 

The Farmers’ Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 

Bill, 2020: 

This Bill allows the farmers to sell their 

produce outside the Agricultural Produce 

Market Committee (APMC) regulated 

markets. The APMCs are government-

controlled marketing yards or mandis. So, 

the farmers have more choice on whom 

they want to sell. 

The Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement on Price 

Assurance and Farm ServicesBill,2020: 

This Bill makes provisions for the setting 

up of a framework for contract farming. 

The farmer and an ordained buyer can 
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strike a deal before the production 

happens. 

Why are the farmers protesting? 

The passage of both the Bills hasn’t gone 

down well with the farmers. Farmers in 

Punjab, Haryana, and Western Uttar 

Pradesh, had been protesting even before 

the Bills were passed by the Parliament. 

Why has that been the case? Let’s take a 

look pointwise. 

 

1) As mentioned earlier, the farmers of 

Punjab, Haryana, and Western Uttar 

Pradesh are the ones, primarily protesting. 

Hence, farmers across the country are not 

protesting against these Bills. The farmers 

of these states are primarily protesting 

because the government procurement 

infrastructure in these areas is very good. 

This is primarily because the Green 

Revolution of the 1960s started here. To 

encourage farmers to adopt a new variety 

of wheat, the government offered 

procurement through the Food Corporation 

of India and a minimum support price 

(MSP) to farmers, which was declared 

before every agriculture season. Since then 

the system has evolved and the 

government sets an MSP on 23 crops, 

though it primarily buys only rice and 

wheat. In recent years, it has bought some 

pulses and oilseeds as well. The fear 

among farmers is that the next step in the 

agriculture reform process will be doing 

away with the government procurement 

process as well as the MSP. This is going 

to primarily hurt the farmers from Punjab 

and Haryana, who benefit tremendously 

from this. 

 

2) The farmers who benefit from the 

government procurement process and MSP 

are medium and large. As the document 

titled Price Policy for Rabi Season—The 

Marketing Season of 2020-21, published 

by the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices 2020-21, which is a part of the 

Agriculture Ministry points out: “As 

indicated by data received from some 

states, medium and large farmers occupy a 

major share in total procurement in the 

State and share of small and marginal 

farmers, through improved during last few 

years, remain low.”  

 

Hence, it’s the bigger farmers who are 

protesting against the passage of these 

Bills. (It is important to make this 

distinction because the media is largely 

using the word farmers). 

 

The government and Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi have assured that there are 

no plans to do away with government 

procurement or the MSP policy for that 

matter. The trouble is the protestors don’t  

 

https://www.firstpost.com/india/centre-calls-farmers-for-talks-at-3-pm-today-pm-accuses-opposition-of-spreading-lies-about-new-agri-laws-9068731.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/centre-calls-farmers-for-talks-at-3-pm-today-pm-accuses-opposition-of-spreading-lies-about-new-agri-laws-9068731.html
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seem to be buying these assurances and 

there is a good reason for the same. 

 

3) Why are the big farmers not buying the 

government’s assurances? The answer 

perhaps lies in the fact that it is but natural 

that the next step in the process of 

reforming agriculture is reforming 

government procurement and the MSP 

policy. 

 

4) The MSP policy has led to excess 

production and excess procurement of rice 

and wheat by the government over the 

years. As of September 2020, the Food 

Corporation of India had 700.27 lakh 

tonnes of rice and wheat. As per the 

stocking norms for food grains, FCI needs 

to have an operational and strategic reserve 

of 411.2 lakh tonnes as of July and 307.70 

lakh tonnes as of October. These massive 

stocks of rice and wheat are despite the 

government deciding to distribute a lot of 

rice and wheat for free to bring down the 

negative impact of the covid pandemic. It 

has also led to farmers growing rice and 

wheat at the cost of other crops. As the 

NITI Aayog research paper referred to 

earlier points out: “Per capita intake and 

availability of pulses in the country has 

declined to two-third since the early 1960s. 

During the 50 years between 1964-65 and 

2014-15, per capita production of pulses 

declined from 25 kg to 13.6 kg.” 

Now, you cannot fault farmers for doing 

this. If they are incentivized to grow 

something, with a regular buyer available 

in the form of the government, they are 

bound to do that. Why take a risk, when a 

safer option where the government 

increases the price of rice and wheat every 

year and buys what is produced, is 

available. 

 

It is safe to say that if the government 

procurement is lowered (even without the 

MSP being done away with), the price of 

rice and wheat will fall. If private markets 

are established, they will fall even faster. 

This is something that the big farmers of 

Punjab and Haryana, don’t want, hence, 

the protests. It is worth remembering here 

that the marginal and small farmers, who 

own land of fewer than two hectares, are 

large consumers of food, and food 

inflation tends to hurt them. 

 

5) The other big fear among farmers, those 

representing them, and many economists, 

is that large corporates will take over 

contract farming. The politicians suddenly 

want farmers to trust corporates and the 

market process, after spending decades 

abusing them. This is not going to happen 

suddenly, especially in an environment 

where there is a big fear of large 

corporates taking over many other areas of 

business. All this is happening precisely at 
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a time when the government has banned 

the export of onions. The messaging just 

isn’t right, given that if the government 

trusted the market process, it wouldn’t 

have banned the export of onions. 

 

6) Another reason that farmers don’t trust 

corporates is the rise in their input costs. 

As the document titled Price Policy for 

Rabi Season points out: “The increase in 

the cost of production was mainly driven 

by rising in farm input costs such as 

human labor, machinery, seeds, fertilizers, 

fuel, etc.” The belief is that this rise in 

prices is primarily because of the 

increasing corporatization of the agri-input 

sector. 

 

To conclude this section, the government 

procurement and the MSP were introduced 

at a certain time when India didn’t produce 

enough food grains to feed itself. These are 

policies of a bygone era and help only big 

farmers in certain states, and hence, they 

are the ones protesting, despite the 

assurances by the government. However to 

solve this problem of government 

assuming something and farmers believing 

the opposite, can only be solved if the two 

sides talk it out. But that is unlikely to 

happen, given that the Bills have already 

been passed. 

 

Thus, the central government hasn’t gone 

into the details of what will it take to make 

the life of an average farmer better. As 

usual, it is only interested in selling the 

narrative that the passage of these Farm 

Bills will ensure that farmers get a better 

price for what they produce. (Remember, 

the 50% higher MSP story they tried 

selling sometime back?) And when it 

comes to the opposition parties, they have 

managed to get low-hanging fruit to put 

the government on the mat after a while, 

and not surprisingly, they are cashing in on 

that. 

Meanwhile, nobody is really worried about 

the farmer. 

SC has never seen a female CJI, 

improve the representation of women in 

judiciary: AG to the top court 

03-12-2020 

 

  

ttorney General 

K.K.Venugopal on Wednesday 

told the Supreme Court that 

there has never been a female Chief Justice 

of India and improving the representation 

of women in the judiciary could also go a 

long way towards a more balanced and 
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empathetic approach in cases involving 

sexual violence. 

 

The top law officer pointed out that the 

Supreme Court currently has only two 

women judges as against the sanctioned 

strength of 34 judges and this figure is 

consistently low across the higher 

judiciary. 

 

A bench of Justices A.M Khanwilkar and 

S.Ravindra Bhat was told by Venugopal 

that currently no data is centrally 

maintained on the number of women in 

tribunals or lower courts. 

 

“Improving the representation of women 

in the judiciary could also go a long way 

towards a more balanced and empathetic 

approach in cases involving sexual 

violence. For instance, this Court only has 

two women judges, as against a sanctioned 

strength of 34 judges. There has never 

been a female Chief Justice of India. This 

figure is consistently low across the 

Higher Judiciary,” he said, Venugopal 

gave his suggestion to the bench in an 

appeal filed by advocate Aparna Bhat 

against a Madhya Pradesh High Court 

order granting bail to an accused in a 

molestation case on the condition that he 

requests the alleged victim to tie a ‘rakhi’. 

 

Suggesting that data should be collected 

from all High Courts, lower courts, and 

tribunals, Venugopal said efforts should be 

made for greater representation of women 

at all levels of the judiciary. 

 

Giving the data in his written submission, 

he said that there are only 80 women 

judges out of the total sanctioned strength 

of 1,113 judges in the High Courts and the 

Supreme Court across India. 

 

He said that out of these 80 women judges, 

there are only two in the Supreme Court, 

and the other 78 are in various High 

Courts, comprising only 7.2 percent of the 

total number of judges. 

 

“Of the 26 courts whose data was 

accessed, including the Supreme Court, the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court has the 

maximum strength of women judges (11 

out of 85 judges) in the country, followed 

by the Madras High Court (9 out of 75 

judges). There are eight women judges in 

both Delhi and Bombay High Courts,” his 

written submission said. 

 

He said that there are six High Courts--

Manipur, Meghalaya, Patna, Tripura, 

Telangana, and Uttarakhand--where no 

sitting judges include any woman judge. 
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Bhat who also filed her written submission 

said, “It is submitted that no 

observation/condition should be included 

in the judgment which reflects bias and 

affects the dignity of a woman. It is further 

submitted that no observation/condition 

should be made which affects the conduct 

of the trial in a fair and unbiased manner”. 

 

She contended that nobservation/condition 

should be made which permits the accused 

to meet/have access to the victim and her 

family members. 

 

“It is submitted that no 

observation/condition should be made 

which initiates and encourages 

compromise that normalizes an otherwise 

heinous crime thus indicating a mindset, 

which accepts such offenses. It is further 

submitted that no observation/condition 

should be made which notes that the best 

option for the victim is to marry the 

accused,” she said in her written 

submission. 

 

Referring to various cases where 

objectionable bail conditions were 

imposed, Bhat said, “It is submitted that in 

POCSO cases, no observation/condition 

should be made which takes note of the 

fact that the victim has attained majority 

and that the accused has offered to marry 

her”. 

She submitted that no 

observation/condition should be made 

which allows bail in favor of an accused to 

solemnize marriage with the victim or on 

the ground that the victim is “loose” or is 

“habituated to sexual intercourse”. 

 

She sought directions to the High Courts, 

trial courts to ensure that in every order 

that they pass about cases of sexual 

violence against women and children, 

there should be no observation made, 

conditions imposed or directions passed 

which are extraneous to the facts and 

circumstances of the case. 

 

SC Dismisses Plea Seeking Appointment 

of Govt. Nominees in Trust for Building 

Mosque in Ayodhya 

04-12-2020 

 

he Supreme Court on Friday 

dismissed a plea that had sought 

directions for nominating central 

and state government representatives to the 

‘Indo Islamic Cultural Foundation’ trust 

for building a mosque in Ayodhya. 

The apex court on November 9 last year 

had paved the way for the construction of a 
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Ram Temple by a trust at the disputed 

Ram Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid site at 

Ayodhya and directed the Centre to allot 

an alternative five-acre plot to the Sunni 

Waqf Board for building a new mosque at 

a “prominent” place in the town in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

The matter came up for hearing before a 

bench headed by Justice R.F. Nariman 

which rejected the plea filed by two 

lawyers. 

The petition had said that apart from 

private individuals and members of the 

state Sunni Board, the presence of central 

and state government representatives was 

essential to ensure proper management of 

the funds. 

According to the plea, the Sunni Waqf 

Board on July 29, 2020, declared creating 

a trust under the title of ‘Indo Islamic 

Cultural Foundation’ for building a 

mosque, cultural and research center, and 

public utility facilities including a 

community kitchen, a hospital, and a 

library within 5 acres land allotted to it. 

It had said there was no provision for 

nominating any officer of the government, 

like the trust created by the central 

government. 

It is expected that hundreds of people will 

visit the ‘Islamic Trust’ site and it will get 

contributions from within India as also 

from foreign countries, the plea had said, 

adding that there should be proper 

management of the funds and the property 

vested in the trust. 

It is in the public interest that the Central 

Government and the State Government 

may have all relevant information about 

the working of the trust to maintain public 

order and to ensure that no malpractices 

take place and the funds are not mis-

utilized or misappropriated by any trust, it 

had said. 

Issue direction like mandamus directing 

the Central Government to create a Trust 

making provision for representation of the 

nominees of the Central and state 

government belonging to Sunni Muslims 

in Indo Islamic Cultural Foundation Trust 

which may carry out construction work 

and manage the affairs over 5 Acres land 

allotted in Dhannipur Village, District 

Ayodhya, UP to Sunni Central Waqf 

Board, the plea had said. 

The Babri Masjid was demolished in 

December 1992 by “kar sevaks” who 

claimed that the mosque in Ayodhya was 

built on the site of an ancient Ram temple. 
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SC upholds conviction in Rape Case, 

says people suffering from Mental 

Illness Deserve Special Care 

05-12-2020 

 

eople suffering from mental 

illness deserve special care and 

love and are not to be exploited, 

the Supreme Court has said while 

upholding the conviction and sentence 

awarded to a man for raping a mentally 

disabled woman. Observing that the 

convict had exploited the victim by taking 

undue advantage of her mental illness, the 

apex court dismissed his appeal against the 

September 2016 judgment of the Himachal 

Pradesh High Court which had convicted 

him in the case while setting aside the trial 

court order acquitting him. 

A bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan 

noted in its verdict that as per the DNA 

report, the convict was the biological 

father of the child delivered by the 19-

year-old victim who was found to be 31-

week pregnant when the matter came to 

light. A person suffering from a mental 

disorder or mental sickness deserves 

special care, love, and affection. They are 

not to be exploited. In the present case, the 

accused has exploited the victim by taking 

disadvantage of her mental 

sickness/illness. Therefore, no interference 

of this court against the impugned 

judgment and order passed by the high 

court convicting the accused is called for, 

said the bench, also comprising Justices R 

S Reddy and M R Shah. 

On the evidence, it has been established 

and proved that the victim was mentally 

retarded and her IQ was 62 and she was 

not in a position to understand the good 

and bad aspects of sexual assault, the 

bench said in its 24-page judgment 

delivered on December 3. The top court 

said the high court was justified in re-

appreciating the entire evidence on record 

and reverse the order of acquittal passed 

by the trial court. 

The high court, while setting aside the trial 

court order acquitting the man, had 

convicted him for the offenses of rape and 

criminal intimidation and sentenced him to 

seven years in jail. According to the 

police, the FIR was lodged by the victim’s 

father in 2008 alleging that his daughter 

was found to be pregnant and she told her 

mother that the accused had raped her 

when she had gone to graze cattle. The 
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prosecution said that due to fear and 

mental weakness, the victim had not 

disclosed the incident to anyone and when 

she was medically examined, she was 

found to be 31-week pregnant. 

She gave birth to a child in June 2008 in 

Shimla and after a DNA test it was found 

that the accused was the biological father 

of the infant, the police had said, adding 

that he was arrested in the case. During the 

trial, the accused had claimed innocence 

and denied the allegations. The trial court 

had acquitted him mainly on the ground of 

delay in lodging the FIR and also that the 

woman was not mentally unsound to 

understand the consequences. Later, the 

state had moved the high court against the 

trial court’s order. 

Supreme Court decision to use A4 size 

paper will save 2,800 Trees, 1 crore liter of 

Water Annually 

The Apex Court’s give decision to use 

only A4 size paper for all its judicial & 

administrative work is likely to save 2,800 

trees from felling & conserve around one 

crore liter of water annually, the news 

agency has learned. The move is also 

likely to save over 2 crore pages, sources 

in the Supreme Court registry said. 

On Jan 14, CJI S.A. Bobde directed the SC 

Registry to use A4 size sheets, printed on 

both sides, for internal communication at 

all levels. A new circular was issued on 5 

March saying A4 size paper will be 

accepted on the judicial side from 1 April. 

Before the new rule, pleas were prepared 

on ‘legal size’ papers, bigger than A4 size 

sheets, & printing was permitted only on 

one side, raising environmental concerns 

over large scale wastage of paper in courts 

.  

‘CJI initiated innovative measures’  

06-12-2020 

n its bid to convert to a paperless 

Court & also conserve the 

environment, the Supreme Court has 

taken a series of steps, both on the judicial 

& administrative side, including having 

new software for judges to read their case 

files electronically. 

The new rules, sources told the news 

agency, were made at the initiative of CJI 

Bobde. He has often, on the judicial side, 
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voiced concern over the felling of trees for 

development projects. 

On Wednesday, he asked the UP Govt. to 

assess the oxygen-releasing capacity of 

over 2,000 trees which the state has 

proposed to cut for the construction of a 

road falling in the Taj Trapezium Zone. 

Discouraging the feeling, Bobde also 

asked the state government to consider the 

realignment of the road to accommodate 

the trees. 

Under the new rules that came into effect 

on 1 April, the margin was also reduced 

from two lines to the one-and-half line on 

A4 size sheets. Also, communication 

through emails or in the electronic mode is 

being encouraged for official discussions. 

According to sources, six high courts — 

Calcutta, Karnataka, Kerala, Sikkim, 

Tripura & Allahabad — have adopted 

these “innovative measures” in their 

respective jurisdictions that are expected to 

have a “multi-fold effect” in conserving 

the environment. 

Registry officials said around 40,000 cases 

are usually filed every year in the top 

court, with an average paperback size of 

200 pages. Given that rules require four 

copies of each petition to be submitted, a 

lawyer deposits paper books running into 

800 pages with the court registry in 

connection with just one case. 

The amended rules now allow a lawyer to 

submit only two copies of the petition at 

the time of initial filing. “We estimate that 

usage of A4 sheets & both sides printing 

will help us save 1.5 crore pages annually. 

Reduction in the submission of two paper 

books, as against the earlier requirement of 

four will further save 15 lakh,” explained 

another source. 

‘Security test for e-filing going on’ 

Some more steps are in the offing to 

further reduce the use of paper in the 

Supreme Court. 

The registry will soon dispense with the 

printing & distribution of hard copies of 

judgments & orders to various agencies. 

They will be made available digitally 

through the official website of the 

Supreme Court. This is expected to save 

8.5 lakh pages annually, another source 

added. 

Also, all communications made by the 

registry shall be sent to advocates via 

emails, followed by messages over the 

phone, in their registered mobile numbers. 
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Based on an assessment of the average 

consumption of paper in the Supreme 

Court, between 2017 & 2019, for 

administrative work, an estimated 20,000 

reams were annually utilized by the 

registry. 

The sources said, “As per the generic 

estimate, one tree makes 16.67 reams of 

paper (8333 sheets) & around 500 ml 

water is required for one sheet". 

Security test of e-filing module is also in 

progress. For a smooth transition to 

electronic filing of cases, the Supreme 

Court had also held workshops for lawyers 

& their clerks. Top Court officials also 

told the news agency that e-filing of cases 

could be made compulsory from next year, 

once the court re-opens after winter 

vacations.  

Access to Justice: J&K Chief Justice 

Gita Mittal new initiative ‘Insaaf Ki 

Dastak’ to strengthen Justice for People 

07-12-2020

 

ccess to justice is an invaluable 

human right recognized in most 

constitutional democracies and 

civilized societies. It is an ability to seek a 

remedy against a grievance, braving all 

systemic and social barriers-geographic, 

linguistic, financial, gender, etc., by taking 

recourse to a credible legal institution, 

both formal and informal. Our Supreme 

Court has, in a Constitutional Bench 

judgment in 2016 (Anita Kushwaha vs. 

Pushap Sudan), observed, “the Magna 

Carta, the Universal Declaration of Rights, 

the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, 1966, the ancient Roman 

Jurisprudential maxim of ‘Ubi Jus Ibi 

Remedium’, the development of 

fundamental principles of common law by 

Judicial pronouncements of the Courts 

over centuries, have all contributed to the 

acceptance of access to justice as a basic 

and inalienable human right which all 

civilized societies and systems recognize 

and enforce”. 

The Supreme Court has by a long line of 

Judicial pronouncements given ‘access to 

justice’ a place of pride in its interpretation 

of “life” under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. It has underlined that if “life” 

implies not only physical life but also the 

bundle of rights that make life living, then 

the denial of “access to justice” would 
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violate the right to life guaranteed under 

Article 21. The Supreme Court has further 

held that access to justice is also a facet of 

the right guaranteed under article 14 which 

guarantees equality before the law and 

equal protection of the laws not only to 

citizens but non-citizens also. That 

equality before the law and equal 

protection of the laws is not limited in its 

application to executive action that 

enforces the law but also about 

proceedings before the courts, tribunals, 

and others for a where the law is applied 

and justice is administered., therefore, the 

inability to access courts or other 

adjudicatory authorities is bound to result 

in denial of the guarantee in Article 14 

both concerning equality before the law as 

well as equal protection of the laws. 

In the same Constitution Bench judgment, 

the Supreme Court of India has underlined 

four main facets that constitute the essence 

of access to justice for a fuller 

understanding of the principle and its 

significance in real-life situations: 1. The 

need for adjudicatory mechanism. 2. The 

mechanism must be conveniently 

accessible in terms of distance. 3. The 

process of adjudication must be speedy. 4. 

The process of adjudication must be 

affordable to the disputants.  

About the context, the foremost obstacles 

to the process of human development are 

primarily- inequality, discrimination, 

exclusion, lack of awareness, and fear of 

systems. Lack of access to such systemic 

measures and mechanisms to find a 

remedy to the grievance despite the 

existence of a robust justice system 

ultimately frustrates the quest for justice 

and exposes the marginalized to extreme 

vulnerability and exploitation. Access to 

justice can be maximized and strengthened 

by enhancing its outreach by removing the 

barriers in the way. 

It is to address the above that the High 

Court of J&K has proposed two ground-

breaking outreach initiatives. 

The challenges of ‘access to justice’ in 

the Union Territories of Jammu & 

Kashmir; and Ladakh.  

08-12-2020 

ccess to justice has remained a 

challenge for the physically 

inaccessible areas of the State 

owing to its unique topography. These are 

in Kathua, Reasi, Poonch, Ramban, 

Kishtwar, Ganderbal, Bandipora, 

Baramulla and Kupwara Districts in the 

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir; and 
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Kargil and Leh districts of the Union 

Territory of Ladakh which remains cut off 

even from the nearest courts for months 

together due to topography of the region 

and harsh weather which prevails for a 

considerable time of the year. People 

living in these areas have to wait for 

months together or are forced to travel to 

far off places to get any legal remedy for 

their disputes. People furthest from the 

mainstream are also marginalized on 

account of ignorance, illiteracy, disability, 

poverty, or other disabling reasons. 

A historic new initiative 

The High Court has studied and analyzed 

the above problem and has proposed a 

first-of-its-kind outreach initiative. The 

Court is undertaking an elaborate exercise 

of ensuring that access to justice reaches 

the remotest corner of the Union 

Territories, especially to areas that are 

rendered inaccessible on account of 

protracted harsh weather and to the 

marginalized communities.  

This proposed initiative is called the 

“Insaaf Ki Dastak” that has a two-pronged 

approach to enable continuous access to 

justice to people living in areas that disable 

them on account of being located in far-

flung locations, prevented by harsh 

weather conditions or on account of 

ignorance, illiteracy, disability, poverty or 

any other disabling reasons in approaching 

the nearest Munsiff, Magistrate, District, 

and Sessions Courts and the High Court. 

1. The first initiative is the filing of cases 

in Post Offices and other Approved 

Centres. 

A party residing in a remote area, desirous 

of filing a case before a Judicial Magistrate 

may file the same before the nearest 

approved center operated by the 

Government of India / Union Territory 

Governments approved by the High Court 

or the nearest post office established by the 

Department of Post, Ministry of 

Communications, Government of India, in 

collaboration with the Legal Services 

Authority, High Court of Jammu and 

Kashmir.  

A Paralegal volunteer/panel lawyer duly 

appointed by a legal service institution 

attached to the concerned Approved 

Centre by LSA / District Legal Service 

Authority may assist the party in 

drafting/filing the case at the designated 

post office or approved center. The filing 

cases by persons, designated remote area 

before the District Court or the High Court 

can be undertaking either at the designated 
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Post Offices/approved CSCs or at the 

nearest Court of lowest jurisdiction located 

in the area. The said post office or 

approved center/court of lowest 

jurisdiction shall maintain the entire record 

of the filing of the cases in soft form as 

well as in Registers specially maintained 

for the purposes and hearing of these cases 

can also be undertaken through video 

conferencing wherever possible. It has 

been provided that these cases shall be 

accorded priority for their listing/hearing. 

A person belonging to a remote area may 

engage any counsel of his / her choice. In 

case he/she desires so, the Legal Services 

Authority (SLSA) / concerned District 

Legal Service Authority (DLSA) / Jammu 

Kashmir High Court Legal Services 

Committee / Approved Centre shall 

provide legal service to such person. 

Authorization of the person conducting the 

case shall be appended. 

2. The second initiative is the setting up 

of Camp Courts.  

The concept of the Camp Courts is that the 

Judicial Officers will travel to far-flung 

and inaccessible areas that become 

physical obstacles for citizens in reaching 

the nearest court or to the marginalized 

communities because of their disabilities. 

The High Court has set up eleven such 

Camp Courts in the month of February 

2019. 

It will be the responsibility of the District 

and Sessions Judge concerned to also 

ensure 1) Compliance of the statutory 

provisions and the rules, 2) Appropriate 

premises for court, 3) Appropriate 

accommodation for the Judge and staff, 4) 

Necessary equipment and 5) Security of 

the Judge and staff. 

The Camp Court judges shall also 

coordinate with the state machinery and 

synchronize the court sittings with visits of 

representatives of concerned departments 

(which may include 

revenue/education/health/ banking / rural 

development / social welfare/labor 

amongst others) to facilitate the local 

population and maximize the benefits of 

their visit.  

To give effect to the above two initiatives, 

amendments already stand effected to the 

Jammu and Kashmir High Court Rules, 

1999 framed under Section 102 of the 

Constitution of the Jammu and Kashmir on 

6th of March, 2019; and to the Jammu and 

Kashmir General Rules (Civil) framed 

under Section 122 of the CPC and the 

Jammu and Kashmir General Rules 
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(Criminal) 1988 framed under Section 554 

of the CrPC on 7th of March, 2019. 

While acknowledging the fact that this 

system is under a primary obligation to 

deliver justice and to uphold its majesty, 

the “Insaaf Ki Dastak” initiative 

undertaken by the Hon’ble High Court of 

J&K, strives to achieve justice by reaching 

out to the last person(s) in the remotest 

areas of Jammu, Kashmir & Ladakh 

regions by taking outreach initiatives for 

connecting to the people with the help of 

PLVs, Legal Service Institutions, Post 

Offices, Government approved CSCs and 

the local administration. Innovative and 

effective strategies are necessary for 

combating the endemic challenges and 

obstacles in this quest towards justice. The 

magnificence of the “access to justice” 

concept would be upheld and ensured 

when we remove all the hindrances in the 

way and ensure the Rule of Law. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Canada extends international travel 

restrictions 

30-11-2020 

here are several exceptions for 

immediate family members of 

citizens, essential workers, 

seasonal workers, caregivers, and 

international students Canada has 

announced an extension of restrictions on 

international travel to prevent the further 

spread of the novel coronavirus amid an 

ongoing second wave of the pandemic in 

the country. 

In a statement issued on Sunday, Minister 

of Public Safety and Emergency 

Preparedness Bill Blair announced that 

travel restrictions on US citizens would be 

extended until December 21, and curbs on 

people arriving from other countries would 

be extended until January 21, 2021, 

Xinhua news agency reported. 

The restrictions, which were brought 

forward on March 16, ban most foreign 

nationals from entering Canada for non-

essential travel. 

There are several exceptions for immediate 

family members of citizens, essential 
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workers, seasonal workers, caregivers, and 

international students. 

The latest extension brings the timing of 

international travel restrictions in 

alignment with those governing the 

Canada-US land border. 

Previously, international restrictions 

expired on the last day of each month 

while the Canada-US border restrictions 

expired on the 21st. 

Both have been regularly extended since 

March. 

"The government continues to evaluate the 

travel restrictions and prohibitions as well 

as the requirement to quarantine or isolate 

on an ongoing basis to ensure Canadians 

remain healthy and safe," the minister said 

in the statement. 

"The ability to align the US and 

international travel extension dates, as well 

as the mandatory isolation order, 

beginning on January 21, 2021, will enable 

the government to communicate any travel 

extensions or changes as quickly as 

possible and provide certainty for 

Canadians, the US and international 

travelers." Canada has so far reported a 

total of 3,70,278 Covid-19 cases and 

12,032 deaths. 

Chief Public Health Officer Theresa Tam 

on Sunday reiterated a stark warning she 

made the previous day, saying the country 

could see up to 10,000 cases a day in mid-

December "if we continue on the current 

pace" of infection. IANS 

26/11 accused’s extradition hearing in the 

US on Feb 12 

1-12-2020 

 US court has set February 12 

as the date of hearing for the 

extradition of Pakistani-origin 

Canadian businessman TahawwurRana, 

who has been declared a fugitive by India 

for his involvement in the 2008 Mumbai 

terror attack case. 

Rana, 59, a childhood friend of David 

Coleman Headley, was re-arrested on June 

10 in Los Angeles on an extradition 

request by India for his involvement in the 

2008 Mumbai terror attack in which 166 

people, including six Americans, were 

killed. 

Rana was earlier arrested in October 2009 

by the US police soon after Headley’s  

In California court, US submits for the 

extradition of 26/11 accused to India 
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In December 2019, India had applied 

for Rana’s extradition through the 

Ministry of External  

The US government has submitted in a 

California court that Tahawwur Hussain 

Rana — the key accused on November 26, 

2008, Mumbai attacks — be cleared for 

extradition to India as his offenses and 

legal situation fulfill all the criteria for his 

handover. 

In December 2019, India had applied for 

Rana’s extradition through the Ministry of 

External Affairs. In June this year, US 

authorities put Rana under detention based 

on a provisional request for arrest from the 

National Investigation Agency (NIA). He 

had then been prematurely released from 

US federal prison, where he was serving a 

sentence for conspiracy to attack Danish 

newspaper JyllandPosten’s office in 

Denmark. In August, the US filed the 

request for extradition in the designated 

court. 

On September 28, the US government, 

represented by Christopher D Grigg, chief 

of the National Security Division of the 

US Attorney’s Office, along with attorney 

Nicola T Hanna submitted in the Court for 

Central District of California that Rana’s 

prior arguments against his extradition to 

India “had no merit”. 

“In the instant case, the elements necessary 

for the Court to certify Rana’s eligibility 

for extradition have been met. There is the 

subject matter and personal jurisdiction 

over Rana. A valid extradition treaty 

permits extradition for some of the 

offenses charged in India. And there is 

probable cause to believe that Rana 

committed these offenses,” the submission 

said. 

 

The US opposes release of 26/11 conspirator 

Tahawwur Rana 

2-12-2020 

he US Government has moved a 

motion in a federal court in 

California opposing  

the release of Pakistani-origin Canadian 

businessman TahawwurRana, who has 

been declared a fugitive by India for his 

involvement in the 2008 Mumbai terror 

attack case, describing him a flight risk.  

‘Failed to prove he is harmless’ 

 In a motion filed before the US 

District Court Judge in Los 

Angeles Jacqueline Chelonian on 

Monday, US attorney Nicola T 

Hanna urged the court to deny 

TahawwurRana’s motion for 
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release for failure to prove that he 

is not a flight risk or that special 

circumstances exist and continue to 

detain him pending resolution of 

this extradition proceeding. 

 Rana’s attorney has argued that 

pandemic warrants his release from 

custody. 

 Hanna said a fugitive facing 

extradition is entitled to bail only if 

he can demonstrate that he is not a 

flight risk, and that “special 

circumstances” warrant his release. 

Rana, 59, a childhood friend of David 

Coleman Headley, was re-arrested on June 

10 in Los Angeles on an extradition 

request by India for his involvement in the 

26/11 Mumbai terror strike in which 166 

people, including six Americans, were 

killed. 

Pakistani-American LeT terrorist Headley 

was involved in plotting the 2008 Mumbai 

terror attack. He was made an approver in 

the case and is currently serving a 35-year 

prison term in the US for his role in the 

attack. Rana is a declared fugitive in India. 

His extradition hearing is scheduled for 

February 12. 

 

US toughens visa rules for ‘malign’ Chinese 

Communist Party members, reports NYT 

3-12-2020 

resident Donald Trump’s 

administration has restricted 

travel to the United States by 

Chinese Communist Party members and 

their families, the New York Times 

newspaper reported on Thursday, a move 

China condemned as political oppression. 

New rules issued on Wednesday limit the 

validity of travel visas for party members 

and families to one month and a single 

entry, the paper reported, citing people 

familiar with the matter. 

Previously, party members, like other 

Chinese citizens, could obtain US visitor 

visas of up to 10 years’ duration, it said. 

“This is an escalated form of political 

oppression towards China by some 

extreme anti-China forces in the US who 

act out of intense ideological bias and a 

deep-rooted Cold War mentality,” Chinese 

foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua 

Chunying responded at a news briefing on 

Thursday. 

The NYT quoted a spokesman for the US 

State Department as saying the move was 

a part of ongoing action to protect the 
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United States from the Chinese 

Communist Party’s “malign influence”. 

The Department did not immediately 

respond to a Reuters request for comment. 

The Trump administration has sought to 

cement the outgoing president’s tough-on-

China legacy; relations between the 

world’s two largest economies have sunk 

to their lowest point in decades. 

Washington and Beijing have clashed over 

China’s handling of the coronavirus 

outbreak, its tightening grip on Hong 

Kong, its disputed claims in the South 

China Sea, trade, and accusations of 

human rights crimes in Xinjiang. 

Last week, Reuters reported the United 

States was poised to add China’s top 

chipmaker SMIC and national offshore oil 

and gas producer CNOOC to a blacklist of 

alleged Chinese military companies, 

curbing their access to US investors. 

The new visa guidelines allow American 

officials to determine someone’s party 

status based on their application and 

interview, the paper reported. Reuters 

The first-ever study has a grim 

prognosis: native squirrel could vanish 

from NE after 2050 

4-12-2020 

he Malayan Giant Squirrel, one 

of the world's largest squirrel 

species that has a dark upper 

body, pale underparts, and a long, bushy 

tail, is currently found in parts of West 

Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Meghalaya, and Nagaland. 

A large tree squirrel that is considered to 

be a “forest health indicator species” is 

disappearing, and may by the middle of 

this century no be longer found in the 

forests of India’s Northeast to which it is 

native. 

A first-of-its-kind study by the Zoological 

Survey of India (ZSI) under the Union 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change has projected that 

numbers of the Malayan Giant Squirrel 

(Ratufabicolor) could decline by 90 

percent in India by 2050, and if urgent 

steps are not taken, the species could be 

extinct in the country in subsequent 

decades. 

Unlike the nocturnal flying squirrels, giant 

squirrels are diurnal but arboreal (tree-

dwelling) and herbivorous like the flying 

squirrels. The ZSI study says the health of 
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the species is critical because it indicates 

the health of the forests it inhabits. 

“The population of the species also 

indicates to us the health of the forest, of 

the vegetation and plants in the forest on 

which the species feeds, as well as that of 

the other symbiotic species that inhabit the 

region,’’ Dr. Chandra said. 

The Malayan Giant Squirrel is also 

distributed through Southern China, 

Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Burma, the 

Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, and Java. It 

is found mostly in evergreen and semi-

evergreen forests, from plains to hills at 

elevations of 50 m to 1,500 m above sea 

level. 

In India, some 20% of the population of 

the species is found at elevations between 

1,500 m and 2,700 m; the rest live in the 

plains and up to 1,500 m. 

 

18 miners killed due to excessive carbon 

monoxide level at a coal mine in China 

5-12-2020 

ighteen of the 23 workers were 

killed in a coal mine in China 

due to an excessive level of 

carbon monoxide, local officials said on 

Saturday. 

The accident happened at around 5 pm on 

Friday at the Diaoshuidong coal mine in 

the district of Yongchuan in Chongqing 

Municipality, state-run Xinhua news 

agency reported. 

Eighteen miners were confirmed dead due 

to excessive levels of carbon monoxide, it 

said. 

Rescuers, including police officers and 

firefighters, are trying to reach the trapped 

miners. The cause of the accident is under 

further investigation, the report said. 

The Diaoshuidong coal mine, which was 

established in 1975 and became privately-

owned in 1998, has an annual production 

capacity of 120,000 tonnes of coal, 
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according to the local emergency 

management department. 

Hydrogen sulfide poisoning in the mine 

left three dead and two injured in March 

2013, Xinhua report. 

LEGAL NEWS 

Plea in Supreme Court seeks a 

declaration that bigamy is 

unconstitutional for people of all faiths 

30-11-12 

 petition has been filed in the 

Supreme Court seeking a 

declaration that the practice of 

bigamy is unconstitutional for all religions, 

oppressive towards women, and opposed 

to equality. The petition has been filed by 

five individuals through advocate Vishnu 

Shankar Jain under Article 32 of the 

Constitution of India to declare that 

bigamy has been made applicable in India 

by Section 2 of Muslim Personal Law 

(Shariat) Application Act, 1937 is ultra 

vires to Article 14 of the Constitution of 

India and by Article 13(1) of the 

Constitution. Section 494 protects 

bigamous marriage among Muslim men 

since their law gives sanction for such 

marriages and it is the Muslim personal 

law that governs Muslims in matters of 

marriage and divorce due to Section 2 of 

the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) 

Application Act,1937, claimed the 

petitioner. “The Muslim Law even though 

permits male persons to have four wives at 

the time but at the same time para 256 (as 

per Mulla Muhammadan Law) forbids the 

female to contact another during the 

lifetime of her husband,” the plea reads. 

The petitioners alleged that Section 494 

discriminates “only based on religion, 

which is per se in violation of Article 14 

and 15(1) of the Constitution of India.” 

“Penal action cannot be differentiated 

based on religious practice and penal law 

has to be made applicable uniformly 

having no relation with personal law 

applicable to the offender,” the petition 

states.  

Karnataka High Court: Right to marry 

anyone irrespective of caste or religion a 

fundamental right 

01-12-2020 

he Karnataka High Court 

observed that the right of an 

individual to marry any person of 

his/her choice irrespective of caste or 

religion is a fundamental right enshrined in 

the Constitution of India. The court said 

this while ordering the release of a woman 
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in a Habeas Corpus Petition filed by her 

lover Wajeed Khan. Ramya G. Is staying 

at the Mahila Dakshatha Samithi, 

Vidyaranyapura following her complaint 

to the Janodaya Santwana Kendra alleging 

infringement of her right to liberty caused 

by her parents relating to her marriage 

with the petitioner A division bench of 

Justices S Sujata and Sachin Shankar 

Magadum disposed of the Habeas Corpus 

Petition filed by Wajeed Khan seeking the 

release of his lover Ramya from 

confinement. The woman stated that she 

has decided to marry the petitioner who is 

a colleague of hers, working at IQVIA as a 

software engineer. The mother of the 

petitioner, Sreelakshmi, has no objections 

to the marriage of her son Wajeed Khan 

with her. However, her parents are not 

giving consent to the said marriage. The 

division bench said that the single bench 

decisions failed to deal with the “the issue 

of life and liberty of two matured 

individuals in choosing a partner or their 

right to freedom of choice as to with whom 

they would like to live”. 

Supreme Court reserves order in case of 

MP court bail terms asking sexual 

assault accused to get rakhi tied by the 

victim 

02-12-2020 

he Supreme Court on 

Wednesday reserved its order 

after hearing a petition filed by a 

group of women lawyers seeking 

directions from the apex court against 

orders which trivialize heinous crimes 

such as sexual harassment of women and 

children. The petition was filed by nine 

lawyers in the top court challenging a bail 

order issued by the Madhya Pradesh High 

Court where a man accused of sexual 

assault was asked to get a rakhi tied by the 

victim. The plea states that such orders 

objectify women and grossly trivialize the 

trauma suffered by them. The team of 

lawyers led by Aparna Bhat argued that 

asking the accused to visit the house of the 

victim and ask her to tie a rakhi around his 

wrist with the promise to protect her 

resulted in further victimization of the 

woman in her own house. The lawyers, in 

their petition, further said no such 

condition normalizing a heinous crime 

should be made. The petition added that 

such conditions encourage compromise. It 

further submitted that the judiciary should 

refrain from making 

observations/conditions which note that 
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the best option before the victim is to 

marry the accused. The petition also cited 

various instances wherein courts had 

imposed strange conditions while granting 

bail to the accused trivializing heinous 

crimes. During the hearing, the bench 

comprising Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and 

S. Ravindra Bhat said they have read the 

submissions made by the Attorney 

General. The AG had submitted that states 

are recruiting lawyers who are just 

graduates. He said this will be an 

opportunity to sensitize them to deal with 

cases of this nature in a better manner. He 

added that cases mentioned by Bhat in her 

petition should be read by the judges. 

During the hearing, Senior Advocate 

Sanjay Parikh said that what the AG has 

submitted is important concerning 

stereotypes. The top court has reserved its 

order in the case following observations by 

the AG and team of lawyers. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 

writes to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi urging him to rethink farm laws 

05-12-2020 

ajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 

Gehlot on Sunday wrote a letter 

to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi urging him to reconsider farm laws. 

He asked PM Modi to hold talks with 

farmers and informed him of the 

amendments made by the Rajasthan 

government in three laws to protect the 

interest of the farmers. Ashok Gehlot said 

the GDP growth rate has been -7.5 percent 

in the second quarter of 2020-21, while the 

agriculture sector has increased by 3.4 

percent. He said farmers are making a 

great contribution to the economy and their 

interests should be kept in mind. They 

should not be rewarded with water 

cannons, lathi charges, and tear gas shells. 

In the letter, Gehlot wrote that the Central 

government brought these three laws 

without discussion with farmers and 

experts. The demand made by the 

Opposition parties in Parliament about 

sending the then Bills to the Select 

Committee was also ignored by the 

government He brought up the issue of 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) in the 

letter. He said there’s no mention of MSP 

in these laws, which has created fear and 

distrust among farmers. Implementing 

these laws will only make farmers 

dependent on big corporates and private 

players. As per the laws, private mandis 

will be created which will lead to the end 

of existing farm mandis that have been 

operating for along. He said the Central 
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government tried to take away the farmer's 

right to hold peaceful protests against farm 

laws which are not justified. The 

government should talk to farmers and 

address their issues, he reiterated.  

Kerala HC rejects plea by state 

electricity board against CERC 

regulations 

06-12-2020 

he Kerala High Court on 

Wednesday (December 2) 

dismissed a writ petition filed by 

the Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) 

challenging the Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission Regulations, 2020 

contending that the regulations operated 

unfairly against electricity distribution 

licensees in the south zone. A Single Judge 

Bench of Justice AK Jayasankaran 

Nambiar passed this judgment while 

observing that the network gains relevance 

where an electricity consumer and the 

power generating company are located in 

different states. Maninder Singh, Senior 

counsel appearing for the petitioner, stated 

that the National Electricity Policy and the 

Tariff Policy can be Formulated only by 

the Central Government in consultation 

with the State Governments and the CEA. 

Any revision to the said policy can Also be 

only at the instance of the central 

government. The CERC Does not have 

any role in the formulation of the National 

Electricity Policy and the Tariff Policy. 

Section 61 of the Act also mandates that 

the terms and conditions for determination 

of tariff are subject to the provisions of the 

Act and shall be guided by the National 

Electricity Policy and the Tariff Policy. 

The power to make Regulations under 

Section 178 is also subject to similar 

conditions, he added. Nikhil Nayyar, the 

senior counsel appearing for the CERC, 

contended, The original tariff policy of 

2006 was amended in 2016 to specifically 

ensure that the utilization factor duly 

captured the advantage of reliability 

reaped by all users of the transmission 

system. It was also envisaged that the 

spread between the minimum and 

maximum transmission rates, which was 

disparate, was such as not to inhibit 

planned development/augmentation of the 

transmission system, while at the same 

time discouraging non-optimal 

transmission investment. The said 

amendment to the policy was necessitated 

on account of the synchronization of the 

other regional grids with the southern grid 

thus realizing the goal of one nation one 

grid. Reliance on the judgments in 
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Bhavesh D.Parish & Ors v. Union of India 

& Anr – [(2000) 5 SCC 471], U.P.Power 

Corporation Ltd v. NTPC Ltd & Ors. – 

[(2011) 12 SCC 400] and Reliance 

Infrastructure Ltd v. State of Maharashtra 

& Ors. – [(2019) 3 SCC 352] to contend 

that the Regulation having been framed by 

an expert body, after due consideration of 

commercial and economic factors. The 

Bench found that there was nothing in the 

Electricity Act that mandated a specific 

mode for the fixing of charges. The 

variation in the mode of fixing charges did 

not by itself prove malafides. “A 

consideration of the sequence of events 

that led to the framing of the impugned 

regulations, as also the new mechanism 

introduced therein for sharing of 

transmission charges and losses does not, 

however, show this to be true. The 

arguments of the petitioner lose sight of 

the fact that DIC’s accessing the IST 

network have to be seen as integral 

components of a single network that 

connects the entire nation,” observed the 

High Court The Court also noted, “The 

Bakshi committee and the Jha committee 

were constituted to offer suggestions as 

regards a methodology for sharing of 

transmission charges and losses by the 

users of the Inter-State Transmission 

Network (ISTN). Their suggestions can 

only be seen as recommendatory in nature, 

and in the absence of any material to 

suggest that the CERC did not take into 

account relevant aspects, or took into 

account irrelevant aspects while framing 

the impugned regulations, this court would 

not be justified in interfering with the 

legislative exercise undertaken by a 

statutory body.”The petitioner had not 

placed before the Court material to 

demonstrate that irrelevant material was 

considered or that crucial material was not 

examined, the Court opined. 

POLITICAL NEWS 

BJP MANIFESTO IN DDC POLLS 

01-12-2020 

he BJP on Thursday released its 

election manifesto for the 

forthcoming District 

Development Council (DDC) polls, 

promising to provide 70,000 jobs with 100 

percent reservation to locals besides 

ensuring private sector employment, 

industry-friendly policy, and a clean, 

transparent, and accountable 

administration in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Claiming that the "stone-pelting era" is 

over as the enemies of Jammu and 

Kashmir have been "identified and 

neutralized", the BJP in its manifesto 

promised retrieval of land from 

encroachers and zero tolerance towards 

violence and terrorism. 

T 



 

42 
 

BJP state general secretary and former 

minister Devinder Singh Manyal and chief 

spokesperson advocate Sunil Sethi 

released the party manifesto. 

According to the manifesto, the BJP said 

70,000 jobs have been identified. It said 

the local population will benefit from the 

decision to reserve 100 percent 

government jobs for locals. 

It said a huge potential for industrial 

growth has been envisaged in the Union 

Territory and the private sector has 

pledged an investment to bring jobs and 

business opportunities for the youth in 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

The industrial policy will focus on 

industrial estates to full-scale development 

of the industrial environment, it said. The 

BJP said there will be zero tolerance to 

encroachments on government lands and 

promised to retrieve all such lands from 

vested interests. It promised regularisation 

of daily wagers, casual and contractual 

workers. 

PRIYANKA VADRA COMPLAINS 

THAT UP GOVERNMENT FAILED 

IN MISSION SHAKTHI 

03-12-2020 

ongress leader Priyanka 

Gandhi Vadra on Wednesday 

alleged that the  

Yogi Adityanath's government has 

"failed" as crimes against women are 

rising in Uttar Pradesh. Chief Minister 

Adityanath had launched the ‘Mission 

Shakti' campaign in October focussing 

on ensuring the safety and dignity of 

women and girls, with a stern warning 

that perpetrators of crimes against 

women will be dealt with an iron hand. 

Attacking the BJP government, Gandhi 

said in a tweet in Hindi, “When the 

government's aim is hypocrisy and false 

propaganda, then missions are bound to 

fail." "Mission Shakti launched by the 

BJP government to cover up the rising 

crimes against women in UP has failed. 

The case is being registered against 

those responsible for burning a woman 

after one month. Crimes are rising," 

the Congress general secretary in-

charge of UP alleged.  

She also tagged a media report which 

claimed that a 21-year-old woman in  

Bhadohi was burnt inside her house by 

bullies, but a case was registered only 

after a month. The Congress has been 

attacking the UP government over the 

state of law and order, alleging that 

criminal activities are rampant, a claim 

denied by the Adityanath dispensation. 
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HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL POLL 

RESULTS DOESN’T FAVOURBJP 

05-12-2020 

lthough the campaign and 

coverage have been extremely 

high profile, bringing in 

national leaders and national media from 

Delhi to cover the municipal polls in 

Hyderabad, the results were not what the 

public perception was. But it was not 

surprising. 

The electorate gave the thumbs-up to the 

ruling Telangana Rashtra Samiti (TRS), 

but challenger BJP was not disappointed. 

BJP, seen primarily as a north Indian 

party, rammed into Telangana, capitalizing 

on the collapse of the Congress party and 

getting a sizeable number of seats. With 

the Telangana assembly polls slated for 

2023, the BJP has now time to rev up and 

challenge the TRS that has been in power 

since 2014 when the state was formed. 

 

If TRS had done better and substantially 

so, the BJP would have been more 

circumspect in challenging the TRS in the 

2023 polls. The BJP campaigners were led 

by home minister Amit Shah and included 

party president J P Nadda and other high-

profile campaigners like UP chief minister 

J P Nadda making it look like a general 

election. 

The municipal polls have given TRS 61 

seats (which is much less than the 99 it 

won last time). The BJP which won 4 seats 

in the last elections is now up to 49. The 

TRS now does have enough strength to 

elect a city mayor. 

What is worrisome for the TRS is that the 

BJP could well use its core campaign 

revolving around Hindu interests to battle 

it out in Telangana in the coming months. 

Muslims comprise 40 percent of the 

electorate of Hyderabad: and BJP’s 

reference to Bhagyanagar said to be the 

old name of Hyderabad and the 

Bhagyalakshmi temple that stands on the 

edge of the Charminar saw a lot of 

bitterness among them. 

What the BJP will do in the coming 

months is clear: they will intensify their 

activities in Hyderabad and other parts of 

Telangana even as they raise their 

campaign. But will TRS do to halt the BJP 

in its track? This is not clear but analysts 

say that TRS  might – secretly – try to 

rebuild the Congress party so that it could 

be used as a third force to keep the BJP 

under check. Whether this strategy will 

work or not, remains to be seen. 

PMK CHIEF BLAMES TN 

GOVERNOR FOR HOLDING BACK 

BILLS PASSED BY ASSEMBLY 

06-12-2020 
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e also said that Governor 

Banwarilal Purohit was 

"unnecessarily" holding back 

nod to the 20 percent reservation in 

government jobs for those who had studied 

in Tamil-medium schools and colleges. In 

a statement, Ramadoss said that the state 

had passed the Bill nine months ago but 

Purohit has been delaying his nod which 

was against social justice. 

The PMK founder said that the Governor 

has no right to reject a Bill once passed by 

the Assembly. "If he does not agree with 

the objective of the proposed law, he can 

send it back to the government. If the 

government sends it back for Governor's 

assent, then he has to give his nod." 

“It is not known whether such a 

government order would stand legal 

scrutiny. The government should put 

pressure to get the Governor’s assent and 

then release the medical admission list. If 

the government order is challenged legally, 

it should defend it through top-notch 

lawyers,” Dr. Ramadoss said. 

"Since no time frame was fixed for the 

Governor to make a decision, Purohit is in 

the habit of keep pending Bills and 

resolutions he is not agreeable to," 

Ramadoss claimed. Dr. Ramadoss urged 

the Centre to bring in an amendment to the 

Constitution to set a time frame for the 

Governors to decide on legislation and 

other issues. 

He blamed the Governor for all the 

confusion and said the reasons given for 

the delay were not acceptable and urged 

the Governor to immediately give his 

assent to the Bill. 

In a statement, Dravidar Kazhagam 

president K. Veeramani welcomed the 

government order. “It was a policy 

decision of the government, and since the 

Governor had not yet given assent to the 

Bill, this was the only way out. Let the 

State continue its approach of protecting 

its autonomy,” he said. 

SENIOR BJP LEADER ASKED 

MILITANTS TO DROP GUNS AND 

TO TAKE PENS 

07-12-2020 

enior BJP leader Shahnawaz 

Hussain asked militants to leave 

guns and pick up a pen as the 

Narendra Modi government is 

committed to taking Jammu and 

Kashmir to new heights of 

development. However, he warned 

those who did not shun the path of 

violence to get prepared to be wiped 

"all-out". 
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"J&K is the crown of India and our 

government is sincere to take the 

development in the region to the top as 

well. We will ensure electricity, water, 

and better roads, and no-load shedding 

and darkness which is the hallmark of 

the Congress and Gupkar gang," 

Hussain, who is the BJP national 

spokesperson, told reporters here.  

 

The former Union minister, who has 

been camping in the Kashmir valley for 

the last 15 days in connection with the 

ongoing District Development Council 

(DDC) elections, reached Jammu on 

Sunday morning. He is expected to 

campaign for the party candidates in 

different areas, for the next three days 

before returning to the valley.  

 

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants a 

pen in the hands of the local youth… 

Leave the gun and pick up the pen as 

anyone indulging in terrorism will face 

(operation) all out," he said, lauding 

security agencies for busting a plan of 

terrorists to carry out a major strike in 

the country. He said the Modi 

government is fighting against 

militancy and those indulging in 

dividing the people. 

 

The people in Jammu have always been 

with the party and BJP is living in their 

hearts. We aim to make J&K the 

tourism hub of the world," the BJP 

leader said, adding the BJP government 

would take the UT forward and ensure 

enough employment opportunities for 

the local youth. 

"Our rivals have raised objections as to 

why BJP leaders, including Union 

ministers, are coming to J-K to 

campaign for DDC polls. I want to tell 

them that we are all workers of the BJP, 

whatever the position in the government 

or the party. We are workers and are on 

a campaign trail to make lotus bloom 

everywhere," he said. 

 

He asked why leaders of the People's 

Alliance for Gupkar Declaration 

(PAGD) are not moving around."They 

are not interested (in campaigning) and 

just indulge in making allegations. They 

should stop misleading the public," 

Shahnawaz said. He said the BJP aims 

to implement the three-tier Panchayat 

Raj System in Jammu and Kashmir. 

This election of DDC, we are seeking 

votes for development, dynastic free 

and corruption-free J&K. We are 

focused on this," he added. 
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