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FOREWORD 

Command on Englishlanguage is very important for a person who belongs to the legal fraternity.  

My best wishes to all these student contributors, for their future endeavours. My best wishes and 

assurance to the readers, that reading this compilation will add a lot to their knowledge. It’s not 

just for the legal fraternity but for anyone who is preparing for any competitive exams. 

By Vrinda Khanna 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the 

Earth, May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be Peace 

in the Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be Peace in all 

the human beings, May there be Peace in All, 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE. 

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and 

oldest social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the 

civilization. Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace 

and harmony in the family are important for the all-round development of children. This 

Compilation by All India Legal Forum is aimed to enhance the command of students over 

English language of the students and citizens as a whole. We’re glad to be a part of the All 

India Forum. Here’s an introduction to my team:  

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar  

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman  

Senior Manager: Vrinda Khanna, Prachi Goel 

Manager: Shree Latha Sampath 

Researchers: 

• Sureka S 

• Sany Sarin 

• Trisa Chanda 

• Ritu Patel 

• Sandhya Sudheer 

Editor: Harsh Mangal 
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DISCLAIMER 

Team AILF India has made all the efforts to compile the important concepts of English language. 

Understanding of this is very important for the students from the point of view of any 

competitive exam especially related to law. A set of questions is also added in the compilation to 

have a better understanding of the concepts.  
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Tenses 

Introduction to tenses 

A tense may be defined as that form of a verb which indicates the time and the state of an 

action or event. 

Tenses on the basis of time can be divided into 3 parts viz. past tense, present tense, and 

future tense. 

Present Tense 

This form of tense indicates the happening or non-happening of an action or event in the 

present time. 

Types of Present Tense: 

1. Present Indefinite Tense 

2. Present Continuous Tense 

3. Present Perfect Tense 

4. Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

Present Indefinite Tense 

This tense is generally used to denote habit, custom, practice, repeated action, permanent 

activity, general truth etc. Also, it is used to make a statement in the present showing 

permanent nature and activity of the subject. 

Eg. a) The cow gives milk. 

1. b) Aditi often gets late for school. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject + Ist form of Verb + s/es + Object. 
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NEGATIVE – Subject + do/does + not + Ist form of Verb + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE – Do/does + Subject + Ist form of Verb + object + ? 

Present Continuous Tense 

This tense is generally used for an action in progress that is temporary in nature in the present 

at the time of speaking. 

Eg. It is raining today. 

It also expresses future action or a definite arrangement in the near future. 

Eg. she is coming tomorrow. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject + is/am/are + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + is/am/are + not + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE –  Is/am/are + Subject + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object + ? 

Present Perfect Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action that has been completed sometime before the present 

moment, with a result that affects the present situation. 

Eg. He has finished the work. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +has/have +  IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + has/have + not + IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 
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INTERROGATIVE – Has/Have + Subject + IIIrd form of Verb + object + ? 

Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action that started in the past and is continuing at the present 

time. 

Eg- He has been sleeping for an hour. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +has/have + been + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + for/since 

+ period/time. 

NEGATIVE –  Subject +has/have + not been  + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + for/since 

+ period/time. 

INTERROGATIVE –Has/have + subject + been +  Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + 

for/since + period/time + ? 

Past Tense 

This form of tense indicates the happening or non-happening of an action or event in the past 

time. 

Types of Past Tense: 

1. Past Indefinite Tense 

2. Past Continuous Tense 

3. Past Perfect Tense 

4. Past Perfect Continuous Tense 

Past Indefinite Tense 

This tense is generally used as a part of a habit. Also, it is used for a single act completed in 

past. 
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Eg. a) Meghna bought a phone two years ago. 

1. b) Aditi did not go to school yesterday. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE  

Subject + IInd form of Verb + Object. 

Or 

Subject + IInd form of  Helping Verb + Ist form of Main Verb+ Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + did + not + Ist form of Verb + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE – Did + Subject + Ist form of Verb + object + ? 

Editor’s Note: Keep practising along with reading to master tenses for CLAT. 

Past Continuous Tense 

This tense is generally used for past action in progress that is temporary in nature in the 

present at the time of speaking. 

Eg. It was raining when the train reached the station. 

It also expresses a definite arrangement for the future in the past. 

Eg. she was leaving that night. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject + was/were + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 
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NEGATIVE – Subject + was/were + not + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE –  was/were + Subject + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object + ? 

Past Perfect Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action in the past that had been completed before another 

time or event in the past. 

Eg- He had exercised before it started to rain. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +had +  IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + had + not + IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE – Had + Subject + IIIrd form of Verb + object + ? 

Past Perfect Continuous Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action in the past that took place before another time or 

event in the past and continued during the second event/time point in the past. 

Eg- At that time, he had been writing a novel for two months. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +had + been + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + for/since + 

period/time. 

NEGATIVE –  Subject +had + not been  + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + for/since + 

period/time. 

INTERROGATIVE –Had + subject + been +  Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + for/since + 

period/time + ? 
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Future Tense 

This form of tense indicates the happening or non-happening of an action or event in the 

future time. 

Types of Future Tense: 

1. Future Indefinite Tense 

2. Future Continuous Tense 

3. Future Perfect Tense 

4. Future Perfect Continuous Tense 

Future Indefinite Tense 

This tense is generally used to indicate an action that will take place after the present time 

and that has no real connection with the present time. 

Eg- She will visit her ailing grandmother soon 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +will/shall + Ist form of Verb + s/es + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + will/shall + not + Ist form of Verb + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE – Will/Shall + Subject + Ist form of Verb + object + ? 

Future Continuous Tense 

This tense is generally used for an action that will be in progress with a point of time in 

future. 

Eg. He will be walking when it starts to rain 

It also expresses definite future arrangement. 

Eg. She will be going tomorrow to school. 



 

12 | P a g e  
 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject + will/shall + be + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + will/shall + not be + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE –  Will/Shall + Subject + Ist form of Verb + ing + Object + ? 

Future Perfect Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action in the future that will have been completed before 

another time or event in the future. 

Eg- By the time we arrive, he will have studied. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +will/shall + have +  IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 

NEGATIVE – Subject + will/shall +not + have + IIIrd form of Verb + Object. 

INTERROGATIVE – Will/Shall+ Subject + have been + IIIrd form of Verb + object +? 

Future Perfect Continuous Tense 

This tense generally indicates an action in the future that will have been continuing until 

another time or event in the future. 

Eg- He will have been exercising an hour at 2:00. 

RULES: 

AFFIRMATIVE – Subject +will/shall + have been + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + 

for/since + period/time. 

NEGATIVE –  Subject +will/shall + not + have been  + Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object + 

for/since + period/time. 
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INTERROGATIVE – Will/Shall + subject + have been +  Ist  form of Verb + ing + Object 

+ for/since + period/time + ? 

 

Simple Present Tense  

 

The simple present, present simple or present indefinite is one of the verb forms associated 

with the present tense in modern English. It is commonly referred to as a tense, although it 

also encodes certain information about aspect in addition to present time. The simple present 

is the most commonly used verb form in English, accounting for more than half of verbs in 

spoken English. 

How do we form the simple present? 

We use infinitive of the verb. In the 3rd person singular (he, she, it – or a name) we 

put an -s to the end of the infinitive. 

 

Infinitive – 3rd person singular (he, she, it) infinitive + -s 

 

The simple present is just the base form of the verb. Questions are made with do and negative 

forms are made with do not. 

• Affirmative: You play football. 

• Negative: You do not play football. 

• Question: Do you play football? 

In the third person singular, -s or -es is added. Questions are made with does and negative 

forms are made with does not. 

• Affirmative: He plays football. 

• Negative: He does not play football. 

• Question: Does he play football? 
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Simple Present Uses: 

1.  Repeated Actions 

Use the simple present to express the idea that an action is repeated or usual. The action can 

be a habit, a hobby, a daily event, a scheduled event or something that often happens. It can 

also be something a person often forgets or usually does not do. 

Examples: 

• I play tennis. 

• She does not play tennis. 

• Does he play tennis? 

• The train leaves every morning at 8 AM. 

• The train does not leave at 9 AM. 

• When does the train usually leave? 

• She always forgets her purse. 

• He never forgets his wallet. 

• Every twelve months, the Earth circles the Sun. 

• Does the Sun circle the Earth? 

 

2. Facts or Generalizations 

The simple present can also indicate the speaker believes that a fact was true before, is true 

now, and will be true in the future. It is not important if the speaker is correct about the fact. 

It is also used to make generalizations about people or things. 

Examples: 

• Cats like milk. 

• Birds do not like milk. 

• Do pigs like milk? 

• California is in America. 

• California is not in the United Kingdom. 

• Windows are made of glass. 

• Windows are not made of wood. 

• New York is a small city. It is not important that this fact is untrue. 
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3. Scheduled Events in the Near Future 

Speakers occasionally use simple present to talk about scheduled events in the near future. 

This is most commonly done when talking about public transportation, but it can be used with 

other scheduled events as well. 

Examples: 

• The train leaves tonight at 6 PM. 

• The bus does not arrive at 11 AM, it arrives at 11 PM. 

• When do we board the plane? 

• The party starts at 8 o'clock. 

• When does class begin tomorrow? 

 

4.  Now (Non-Continuous Verbs) 

Speakers sometimes use the simple present to express the idea that an action is happening or 

is not happening now. This can only be done with non-continuous verbs and certain mixed 

verbs. 

Examples: 

• I am here now. 

• She is not here now. 

• He needs help right now. 

• He does not need help now. 

• He has his passport in his hand. 

• Do you have your passport with you? 

 

Most verbs : 

Most verbs conjugate like the verb“run” below. Notice how you add an “s” to third-person 

forms. Third-person negative forms and third-person questions are made using “does”. 

Affirmative-- Negative--  Question 

I run.   I do not run.     Do I run?  
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You run. You do not run. Do you run? 

We run.    We do not run.    Do we run?  

They run.  They do not run.   Do they run? 

He runs.  He does not run.   Does he run? 

She runs. She does not run.  Does she run? 

It runs.It does not run.  Does it run? 

Instead of “s”, “es”is added to positive, third- erson forms of verbsending with the following 

sounds: s, z, sh, ch, j or zs (as in Zsa Zsa). These special “es”- forms have been marked below 

with an asterisk*. 

Affirmative  Negative  Question 

I rush   I do not rush.   Do I rush? 

You rush.  You do not rush.  Do you rush? 

We rush.  We do not rush. Do we rush? 

They rush. They do not rush.  Do they rush? 

He rushes.*  He does not rush.  Does he rush? 

She rushes.*  She does not rush.  Does she rush? 

It rushes.*  It does not rush.  Does it rush? 

ToHave 

The verb“have”isirregular in positive, third-person forms.This regular form has been marked 

below with an asterisk*. 

Affirmative--Negative—Question 

I have.  I do not have.  Do I have? 

You have. You do not have. Do you have? 

We have.W do not have. Do we have? 
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They have. They do not have. Do they have? 

He has.* He does not have. Does he have? 

She has.*She does not have. Does she have? 

It has.* It does not have. Does it have? 

To Be 

The verb“be” isirregular in the SimplePresent.It also has different questionsforms and 

negative forms. 

Affirmative--Negative—Question 

I am.  I am not.   Am I? 

You are. You are not. Are you? 

We are. We are not. Are we? 

They are.They are not.Are they? 

He is. He is not.Is he? 

She is. She is not. Is she? 

It is. It is not. Is it?  

Modal Verbs 

Model verbs behave differently from other verbs. Notice that they do not take “s” in the third 

person-there is no difference between first-person, second-person orthird person forms.Like 

the verb“be” described above, model verbs also have different question forms and negative 

forms in simple present. 

Affirmative--Negative—Question 

I should go. I should not go. Should I go? 

You should go. You should not go. Should you go? 

We should go. We should not go. Should we go? 
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They should go. They should not go. Should they go? 

He should go. He should not go. Should he go? 

She should go. She should not go. Should she go? 

It should go. It should not go. Should it go? 

Exercise : 

• Exercise on Affirmative Sentences 

Arrange the words to make sentences in simple present. 

a. I / to collect stamps - _____________________________ 

b. we / to play card games - _________________________ 

c. he / to read comics - _____________________________ 

d. Chris / to sing in a band - __________________________ 

e. we / to have a hamster - ___________________________ 

f. Andy and John / to like cola - _______________________ 

g. she / to be nice - _________________________________ 

h. they / to help their parents - ________________________ 

i. the children / to speak English - ______________________ 

j. I / to buy a newspaper every Saturday - ________________ 

k. I________________ lemonade very much. (to like)  

l. The girls always ________________to pop music. (to listen)  

m. Janet never  ________________ jeans. (to wear)  

n. Mr.Smith  ________________Spanish and French.(to teach)  

o. You  ________________your homework after school? (to do)  

 

• Solutions 

a. I collect stamps. 

b. We play card games. 

c. He reads comics. 

d. Chris sings in a band. 

e. We have a hamster. 

f. Andy and John like Cola. 
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g. She is nice. 

h. They help their parents. 

i. The children speak English. 

j. I buy a newspaper every Saturday. 

k. like 

l. listen 

m. wears 

n. teaches  

o. do 

 

• Exercise on Negative Sentences 

Make negative sentences. 

a. I watch TV. - ____________________________________ 

b. We play football. - ________________________________ 

c. It is boring. - _____________________________________ 

d. She cleans her room. - _____________________________ 

e. You ride your bike every weekend. - ___________________ 

f. Sandy takes nice photos. - ___________________________ 

g. They open the windows. - ___________________________ 

h. He buys a new CD. - _______________________________ 

i. I am late. - _______________________________________ 

j. She has a cat. - ___________________________________ 

k. My father makes breakfast - _________________________ 

l. They are eleven - _________________________________ 

m. She writes a letter - _______________________________ 

n. I speak Italian- __________________________________ 

o. Danny phones his father on Sundays- _________________ 

 

 

• Solutions 

a. I do not watch TV. 

b. We do not play football. 

c. It is not boring. 
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d. She does not clean her room. 

e. You do not ride your bike every weekend. 

f. Sandy does not take nice photos. 

g. They do not open the windows. 

h. He does not buy a new CD. 

i. I am not late. 

j. She does not have a cat. 

k. My father doesn’t make breakfast. 

l. They aren’t eleven. 

m. She doesn’t write a letter. 

n. I don’t speak Italian. 

o. Danny doesn’t phone his father on Sundays. 

 

• Exercise on Questions  

Arrange the words below to make questions. 

a. she / to collect / stickers - ___________________________ 

b. they / to play / a game - ____________________________ 

c. the cat / to sleep / in the cat's bed - ___________________ 

d. she / often / to dream - _____________________________ 

e. he / to play / streetball - ____________________________ 

f. you / to be / from Paris - ____________________________ 

g. the pupils / to wear / school uniforms - ________________ 

h. you / to go / to the cinema - _________________________ 

i. she / to have / friends - _____________________________ 

j. he / to read / books - ______________________________ 

k. Julia likes pop-music. - ____________________________ 

l. Maria comes from Spain. - __________________________ 

m. They play in the garden. - __________________________ 

n. Rick rides his bike. - ______________________________ 

o. I go to the cinema on Saturdays. - ____________________ 

p. We go to Mallorca because it is warm there.. - __________ 

q. Joe repairs his bike. - _____________________________ 

r. Robin drives his car carefully. - ______________________ 
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s. Peter runs with his dog every day. - ___________________ 

t. Eric goes to Italy for a holiday. - ______________________ 

u. you /to speak / English - ___________________________ 

v. when/ he / to go / home - __________________________ 

w. they/ to clean / the bathroom -______________________ 

x. where / she / to ride / her bike -______________________ 

y. Billy / to work / in the supermarket - __________________ 

 

• Solutions 

a. Does she collect stickers? 

b. Does the play a game? 

c. The cat sleep in the cat’s bed?  

d. Does she often dream? 

e. Does he play streetball? 

f. Are you from Paris? 

g. Do the pupils wear school uniforms? 

h. Do you go to the cinema? 

i. Does she have friends? 

j. Does he read books? 

k. What does Julia like? 

l. Where does Maria come from? 

m. Where do they play? 

n. Who rides his bike? 

o. When do you go to the cinema? 

p. Why do you go to Mallorca?  

q. What does Joe repair? 

r. How does Robin drive his car? 

s. When does Peter run? 

t. What does Eric do? 

u. Do you speak English? 

v. When does he go home? 

w. Do they clean the bathroom? 

x. Where does she ride her bike? 

y. Does Billy work in the supermarket? 
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Present perfect tense  

The present perfect(have/has) is used for an activity completed at an indefinite time in the 

past which has an effect on the present. 

Egs. 

1. I have written the letter. 

2. She has typed the report. 

3. He has washed his hands. 

4. They have finished their work. 

 

The present perfect is used for an activity that began in the past and has continued up to the 

Present. 

Egs,  

1. I have worked here for twenty years. 

2. He has worked here since 2000. 

3. They've been married for 50 years. 

4. I have known Christina for five years. 

 

The words and phrases commonly used with the present perfect include : 

Already, Recently, Yet, Lately, Of late, Just, Ever, Never, Today, This week/month/year, 

Now 

Egs. 

1. He has already finished his work. 

2. She has not posted the letter yet. 
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3. Have you ever been to Detroit? 

4. I have never read this novel. 

5. They have just left. 

Notice that 'since' and 'for' are usually used with the present perfect. 

1. She has been here since yesterday. 

2. He has lived here since 1980. 

3. They have worked here for two weeks. 

4. I have known Asha for three years. 

5. I have had my camera for 10 years now. 

 'Since' is used with the start of a period of time. 

 'For' with a period or length of time. 

 

Exercise of present perfect tense 

1. She (clean) the corridor. 

2. Lilly (type) the letter. 

3. He (wash) his clothes. 

4. Riya (repair) the laptop 

5. The parrot (fly) away. 

6. They (arrange) the party. 

7. My friend (read) the paper. 

8. She (sell) the cycle. 

9. He (have) his lunch. 

10. They (build) a house. 
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11. She (visit) her old school. 

12. She (buy) some seeds. 

13. They (polish) the shoes. 

14. He (swim) across the lake. 

15. The wind (blow) the dust away. 

16. I (know) the secret ingredient used. 

17. A dog (bite) the children. 

18. He (ring) the bell. 

19. The tiger (catch) a deer. 

20. She (hang) the frock. 

21. The match (begin). 

22. Tom (lie) on the grass for a long time. 

23. She (sing) an English song. 

24. She (show) me her new phone. 

25. She (tear) the book. 

26. I (write) the letter. 

27. They (market) the products. 

28. Everyone (benefit) from the class. 

29. She (wind) her hair with a band. 

30. They (choose) a new method. 

 

 

Answers 
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1.has cleaned 

2.has typed 

3.has washed 

4.has had 

5.has repaired 

6.has flown 

7.has arranged 

8.has read 

9.has sold 

10.have built 

11.has visited 

12.has bought 

13.have polished 

14.has swum 

15.has blown 

16.have known 

17.has bitten 

18.has rung 

19.has caught 

20.has hung 

21.has begun 

22.has lain  

23.has sung 
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24.has shown  

25.has torn 

26.have written 

27.have marketed 

28.has benefited 

29.has wound  

30.have chosen 

 

 

When expressed in its affirmative form, the verb confirms something about the subject. 

The present perfect, in its affirmative form, has this structure: 

Subject + have/has + past participle + … 

The third person singular changes from have to has; 

SUBJECT     HAVE/HAS        PAST PARTICIPLE 

I/You.         have             worked 

He/She/It     has                     worked 

We/You/They     have                     worked 

 

With the present perfect tense we often use time expressions like: ever, never, before, yet, 

just, already, still, so far, up until now etc. 

 

 

Examples 
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1. Baby has walked on the Road. 

2. Students has learned how to read. 

3. I have learned to play the keyboard. 

4. Doctors have cured the diseases. 

5. They have split into groups. 

6. I have had six subjects so far this semester. 

7. We have had many problems with the new regulations. 

8. Nithya has talked about her issues to her parents. 

9. Jerry has become a doctor. 

10. I have kept the files in your cabin. 

11. I have completed my work. 

12. They have celebrated each and every moment of their life. 

 

We use present perfect in its negative form, the verb denies something about the subject. 

The present perfect, in its negative form, has this structure: 

Subject + have/has + not + past participle + … 

SUBJECT       HAVE/HAS + NOT.      PAST PARTICIPLE 

I/You                    have not                           worked 

He/She/It       has not                           worked 

We/You/They       have not                           worked 

 

Past situations with results in the present; finished actions referring to life experience up to 

now. 
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Examples 

1. Flight has still not arrived. 

2. The rain hasn't stopped. 

3. They have never been to England. 

4. He has never travelled alone. 

5. She has not changed her decision. 

6. We have not come to help you. 

7. I have not enjoyed the film. 

8. They have not accepted the rules prescribed. 

9. They have not overcome the traffic block yet. 

10. It has not function properly. 

 

The structure of present perfect tense in question form is, 

Have / Has + Subject + Past Participle 

 

Examples 

1.Have I been chosen for the team? 

2.Have you bought a new car? 

3.Has he eaten my sandwich? 

4. Has she written the letter? 

5.Has it started on time? 

6.Have we won a trophy? 
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7.Have you kept my secret? 

8.Have they driven there? 

 

PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE: 

The present continuous verb tense indicates that an action or condition is happening now, 

frequently, and may continue into the future. 

The Present Continuous Formula: to be [am, is, are] + verb [present participle] 

EXAMPLE: Aunt Christine is warming up the car while Scott looks for his new leather coat. 

They are eating at Scott’s favorite restaurant today, Polly’s Pancake Diner. 

The present continuous is made from the present tense of the verb be and the –ing form of a 

verb: 

I am Working 

You are Playing 

He is Talking 

She is Living 

It is Eating 

We are Staying 

They are Sleeping 
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We use the present continuous to talk about: 

Activities at the moment of speaking: 

• I'm just leaving work. I'll be home in an hour. 

• Please be quiet. The children are sleeping. 

Future plans or arrangements: 

• Mary is going to a new school next term. 

• What are you doing next week? 

Present continuous questions 

We make questions by putting am, is or are in front of the subject: 

• Are you listening? 

• Are they coming to your party? 

• When is she going home? 

• What am I doing here? 

 

Present continuous negatives 

We make negatives by putting not (or n't) after am, is or are: 

• I'm not doing that. 

• You aren't listening. (Or you’re not listening.) 

• They aren't coming to the party. (Or they’re not coming to the party.) 

• She isn't going home until Monday. (Or she’s not going home until Monday.) 

Stative verbs 

We do not normally use the continuous with Stative verbs. Stative verbs include: 

Verbs of thinking and feeling: 
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believe 

dislike 

know 

like 

love 

hate 

prefer 

realize 

recognize 

remember 

suppose 

think (= 

believe) 

understand 

want 

wish 

  

 

 

Verbs of the senses: 

 

 

 

Others: 

 

 

 

We normally use the simple instead: 

• I understand you. (NOT I am understanding you.) 

• This cake tastes wonderful. (NOT This cake is tasting wonderful.) 

We also use the present continuous to talk about: 

Something which is happening before and after a specific time: 

• At eight o'clock we are usually having breakfast. 

• When I get home the children are doing their homework. 

Something which we think is temporary: 

• Michael is at university. He's studying history. 

• I'm working in London for the next two weeks. 

appear 

feel 

look 

seem 

smell 

sound 

taste 

  

agree 

be 

belong 

disagree 

need 

owe 

own 

possess 
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Something which is new and contrasts with a previous state: 

• These days most people are using email instead of writing letters. 

• What sort of clothes are teenagers wearing nowadays? 

• What sort of music are they listening to? 

Something which is changing, growing or developing: 

• The children are growing up quickly. 

• The climate is changing rapidly. 

• Your English is improving. 

Something which happens again and again: 

• It's always raining in London. 

• They are always arguing. 

• George is great. He's always laughing. 

We can use the present continuous to talk about the past when we are: 

Telling a story: 

The other day I'm just walking down the street when suddenly this man comes up to me and 

asks me to lend him some money. Well, he's carrying a big stick and he looks a bit 

dangerous, so I'm wondering what to do … 

Summarizing a book, film or play: 

Harry Potter is a pupil at Hogwarts School. One day when he is playing Quidditch he sees a 

strange object in the sky. He wonders what is happening 

How to Form the Present Continuous Tense: 

The present continuous tense is formed with the subject plus the present particle form (-ing) 

of the main verb and the present continuous tense of the verb to be: am, is, are. One simple 

example of this tense is: He is swimming. "He" is the subject, "is" is the present tense of the 

verb to be and "swimming" is the present participle verb form. Some other forms of this verb 

tense are: 

• I am singing at church today. 
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• The boys are playing ball after school. 

Examples of the Present Continuous Tense 

The following are basic examples of the present continuous tense. The verb tense in each 

sentence is underlined. 

• She is crying. 

• He is talking to his friend. 

• The baby is sleeping in his crib. 

• We are visiting the museum in the afternoon. 

Present continuous tense can be used to express something happening right now or to express 

something that is not happening right now. Examples of this use include: 

• He is not standing. 

• Anthony is sitting in the chair. 

• You are not watching the movie. 

• Rose is reading a book. 

Present continuous tense can also be used to show that something will or will not happen in 

the near future. Examples of this use include: 

• She is not going to the game tonight. 

• He is meeting his friends after school. 

• Are you visiting your cousin this weekend? 

• I am not going to the meeting after work. 

• Is John playing football today? 

Present continuous tense can be used for actions that are still happening at the time of 

speaking. Examples of this use include: 

• Marc is making pizza now. 

• They are eating lunch right now. 

• Frances is talking on the phone at the moment. 

Present continuous tense can be used in questions as well. Here are some more examples of 

this use: 
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• Is she laughing? 

• Are they listening to the teacher? 

• Is the baby drinking his bottle? 

• Are you going? 

More Uses of Present Continuous Tense 

In addition to the above, the present continuous tense can be used to describe actions that are 

being repeated. Words like always, constantly and forever are used along with the verb. 

Examples of this use include: 

• Jack and Jill are always fighting. 

• She is constantly complaining about her sister. 

• Her mother is forever misplacing her keys. 

Present continuous tense can be used when speaking about current trends. Examples of this 

use include: 

• Shopping online is growing in popularity nowadays. 

• The stocks are dropping constantly due to the economy. 

• Today, most people are using text messages instead of the phone. 

Another use of this tense is when talking about a planned event in the future. Examples of 

this use include: 

• We are leaving for the beach tomorrow morning. 

• The kids are arriving at six o'clock. 

• She is speaking at the conference this evening. 

When Not to Use Present Continuous Tense 

There are certain verbs that cannot be used in the present continuous tense. The following 

verbs are non-continuous: 

• Communication: agree, promise, surprise 

• Feelings: like, love, hate 

• Senses: hear, see, smell, taste 

• Thinking: believe, know, understand 
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Do not use the present continuous tense with Stative verbs.  

Stative verbs show a state of being that does not show qualities of change. These verbs can 

stay in the simple present. For example, 

INCORRECT: Aunt Christine is preferring the maple walnut pancakes over the banana 

peanut butter ones that Scott loves. 

CORRECT: Aunt Christine prefers the maple walnut pancakes over the banana peanut butter 

ones that Scott loves. 

Here, the stative verb to prefer shows opinion, and therefore should not be conjugated into 

the present continuous. Stative verb categories include emotion (to love), possession (to 

belong), and thoughts (to recognize), and none of these should use the present continuous 

form. 

The Exception to the Rule 

Some verbs can be both dynamic and stative! Think about the verbs to be and to think. In its 

dynamic form, the verb to be can show action: 

• Sarah, Scott’s little sister, is being bold by ordering the jalapeno-chipotle pancakes. 

But in its Stative form, the verb to be is awkward if conjugated in the present continuous. 

INCORRECT: Sarah is being a tall teenager, who loves her food spicy and her sports 

dangerous. 

CORRECT: Sarah is a tall teenager, who loves her food spicy and her sports dangerous 

Idiomatic Expressions and Style: 

English can be confusing; what is grammatically correct isn’t always what you might 

hear in music, in advertisements, or during regular conversations. The present continuous is 

often used incorrectly. Consider the popular slogan for McDonald’s: “I’m Lovin’ It.” This is 

a grammatically incorrect sentence because to love is a stative verb, so why would 

McDonald’s use it in their advertisements? 
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This marks the difference between grammar and style. Using the present continuous as a 

means to exaggerate is a stylistic trend, and as such, it would not be surprising to hear this 

conversation: 

Scott, glazed with a chocolate mustache, looks over to his aunt and says, “I’m 

lovin’ me some of these chocolate peanut butter banana pancakes!” “I’m 

hearing what you’re saying!” she replies, sprinkling powdered sugar atop the stacks on her 

plate. 

Here Scott and his Aunt display their excitement in a silly way, emphasizing their 

feelings. On the other hand, you would never hear a native speaker say these sentences: 

Scott is loving his Aunt Christine, a self-proclaimed pancake connoisseur. (People 

would simply say “Scott loves his Aunt Christine . . .”) 

Sarah is hearing the music from their table-top juke box and resists the urge to dance 

on the table. (Sarah hears the music. . .) 

 

EXERCISE WITH ANSWERS: 

 

1. I / study at the moment. 

2. I / not/ sleep 

3. You / play badminton tonight 

4. We / watch TV 

5. She / not / work in Spain. 

6. He / not / wait for the bus. 

7. They / read 

8. We / not / go to the cinema tonight. 

9. You / not / read the newspaper. 

10. She / eat chocolate 

11. I / not / live in Paris. 

12. We / study French. 

13. They / not / leave now. 

14. They / live in London. 

15. He / work in a restaurant now. 

16. I / not / meet my father at four. 

17. She / play the guitar. 

18. She / not / drink tea now. 
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19. We / cook. 

20. He / walk to school now. 

 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. I’m studying at the moment. 

2. I’m not sleeping. 

3. You’re playing badminton tonight. 

4. We’re watching TV. 

5. She isn’t working in Spain. 

6. He isn’t waiting for the bus. 

7. They’re reading. 

8. We aren’t going to the cinema tonight. 

9. You aren’t reading the newspaper. 

10. She’s eating chocolate. 

11. I’m not living in Paris. 

12. We’re studying French. 

13. They aren’t leaving now. 

14. They’re living in London. 

15. He’s working in a restaurant now. 

16. I’m not meeting my father at four. 

17. She’s playing the guitar. 

18. She isn’t drinking tea now. 

19. We’re cooking. 

20. He’s walking to school now. 
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Present perfect continuous tense 

➢ Typical forms of this tense are as shown in: 

• I have been waiting. 

• I’ve been waiting. 

• She has been waiting. 

• She’s been waiting. 

• Have I been snoring? 

• Has he been waiting? 

• Have you been waiting long? 

• I have not been waiting. 

• She has not been waiting. 

*We use the present perfect continuous tense to talk about:actions and states that began in the 

past and are still continuing at the time of speaking. 

*Rules performing present perfect continuous tense 

➢ The present perfect continuous tense (also known as the present perfect progressive 

tense) shows that something started in the past and is continuing at the present time. 

The present perfect continuous is formed using the construction has/have been + the 

present participle (root + -ing). 

• I have been holding this ladder for ages. When are you going to come down? 

• Thank goodness you’re here! I’ve been waiting for hours. 

• I’ve been getting this magazine every week for a year. 

-There is sometimes little difference between the meaning of the present perfect and the 

meaning of the present perfect continuous when they are used for long-term actions. 

• I have been working here for three years. 

• I have worked here for three years. 

-We usually choose the continuous form for more temporary actions or states. 

• I have been living in London since I left school. 

-the present perfect form for more permanent ones. 
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• I have lived in London since I was born. 

-We cannot use this tense with verbs such as be, know, and like, which are not used in 

continuous forms. 

-We can use for and since with the continuous form in the same way as with the present 

perfect form. See also the present continuous tense and the past continuous tense for more 

about continuous uses of the verb. 

• I have been studying English for three years. 

• I have studied English for three years. 

• I have been living in London since I left school. 

• I have lived in London since I was born. 

*Contraction with Present Perfect Continuous 

When we use the Present Perfect Continuous tense in speaking, we often contract the subject 

and the first auxiliary verb. We also sometimes do this in informal writing. 

I have been  I've been 

You have been You've been 

He has been 

She has been 

It has been 

John has been 

The car has been He's been 

She's been 

It's been 

John's been 

The car's been 

We have been  We've been 
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They have been They've been 

• I've been reading. 

• Jenny's been helping us recently. 

In negative sentences, we may contract the first auxiliary verb and "not": 

• I haven't been playing tennis. 

• It hasn't been snowing. 

*Contraction with Present Perfect Continuous 

When we use the Present Perfect Continuous tense in speaking, we often contract the subject 

and the first auxiliary verb. We also sometimes do this in informal writing. 

I have been I've been 

You have been You've been 

He has been 

She has been 

It has been 

John has been 

The car has been 

He's been 

She's been 

It's been 

John's been 

The car's been 

We have been We've been 

They have been They've been 

 

• I've been reading. 

• Jenny's been helping us recently. 

In negative sentences, we may contract the first auxiliary verb and "not": 
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• I haven't been playing tennis. 

• It hasn't been snowing. 

 

*Present Perfect Continuous for past action just stopped 

We use the Present Perfect Continuous tense to talk about action that started in the past and 

stopped recently. There is usually a result now. 

I'm tired because I've been running. 

Recent action Result now  

• I'm tired [now] because I've been running. 

• Why is the grass wet [now]? Has it been raining? 

• You don't understand [now] because you haven't been listening. 

 

For and Since with Present Perfect Continuous tense 

We often use for and since with perfect tenses: 

We use for to talk about a period of time: three hours, two months, one decade 

We use since to talk about a point in past time: 9 o'clock, 1st January, Monday 

for since 

a period of time a point in past time 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - 

30 minutes 10.00am 

four days Friday 

3 months March 

2 years 2010 
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ages I left school 

ever the beginning of time 

etc etc 

Look at these example sentences using for and since with the Present Perfect Continuous 

tense: 

• I have been studying for three hours. 

• I have been watching TV since 7pm. 

• Tara hasn't been feeling well for two weeks. 

• Tara hasn't been visiting us since March. 

• He has been playing football for a long time. 

• He has been living in Bangkok since he left school. 

Exercise 

1. I'm bored. It_________ (rain) for hours so I can't go out.  

2. _______ (you / use) my computer again?  

3. My neighbour's children _________(argue) all morning.  

4. You ____________ (not study) for the maths exam.  

5. Mel looks really tired. __________ (she / work) all night?  

6. The kitchen's a mess because we____________(make) a birthday cake for Dad.  

7. I__________-(read) an interesting book about the history of computers.  

8. Jim ____________ (not do) his homework. He's been texting his friends.  

9. He (work) _______ in this company since 1985. 

10. I (wait) ________ for you since two o'clock. 

11. Mary (live) _______in Germany since 1992. 

12. Why is he so tired? He (play) ______________ tennis for five hours. 

13. How long (learn / you) __________ English? 

14. We (look for) ________the motorway for more than an hour. 

15. I (live) ____________without electricity for two weeks. 

16. The film (run / not) ____________for ten minutes yet, but there's a commercial break 

already. 

17. How long (work / she) ____________ in the garden? 



 

43 | P a g e  
 

18. She (not / be) _________ in the garden for more than an hour. 

19. How long _______(wait) for? 

20. We _____(live) in this street for twenty years. 

21. He__________ (work) in the garden since morning. 

22. It ______(rain) since yesterday. 

23. I _________(use)this laptop for three years. 

24. The workers ____________(demand) higher wages for a long time. 

25. The girl ________(learn) her lessons. 

26. The children _________(play)in the garden. 

27. ‘You look tired.’ ‘Yes, I _________(run)’ 

28. Who ___________(sleep) in my bed? 

 

ANSWERS 

1.its been raining 2. have you been using 3. have been arguing 4. havent been studying 5.has 

she been working  6. we’ve been working 7.have been reading 8.hasn’t been doing 9. has 

been working 10. have been waiting 11. has been living 12. has been playing 13. have you 

been learning 14. have been looking for 15. have been living 16.has not been running 17.has 

she been working 18.has not been19. have you been waiting 20. have been living 21.has been 

working 22.has been raining 23. have been using 24. have been demanding 25. has been 

learning 26. have been playing 27. have been running 28. has been sleeping. 
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PAST TENSE  

Simple Past 

The simple past (also called past simple, past indefinite or preterite) is a verb tense which is 

used to show that a completed action took place at a specific time in the past. The simple past 

is also frequently used to talk about past habits and generalizations. Read on for detailed 

descriptions, examples, and simple past exercises. 

Simple Past Forms 

The simple past is formed using the verb + ed. In addition, there are many verbs with 

irregular past forms. Questions are made with did and negative forms are made with did not. 

• Statement: You called Debbie. 

• Question: Did you call Debbie? 

• Negative: You did not call Debbie. 

Simple Past Uses 

USE 1 Completed Action in the Past 

 

Use the simple past to express the idea that an action started and finished at a specific time in 

the past. Sometimes, the speaker may not actually mention the specific time, but they do have 

one specific time in mind. 

Examples: 

• I saw a movie yesterday. 

• I didn't see a play yesterday. 

• Last year, I traveled to Japan. 

• Last year, I didn't travel to Korea. 

• Did you have dinner last night? 

• She washed her car. 
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• He didn't wash his car. 

USE 2 A Series of Completed Actions 

 

We use the simple past to list a series of completed actions in the past. These actions happen 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and so on. 

Examples: 

• I finished work, walked to the beach, and found a nice place to swim. 

• He arrived from the airport at 8:00, checked into the hotel at 9:00, and met the others 

at 10:00. 

• Did you add flour, pour in the milk, and then add the eggs? 

USE 3 Duration in the Past 

 

The simple past can be used with a duration which starts and stops in the past. A duration is a 

longer action often indicated by expressions such as: for two years, for five minutes, all day, 

all year, etc. 

Examples: 

• I lived in Brazil for two years. 

• Shauna studied Japanese for five years. 

• They sat at the beach all day. 

• They did not stay at the party the entire time. 

• We talked on the phone for thirty minutes. 

• A: How long did you wait for them? 

B: We waited for one hour. 
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USE 4 Habits in the Past 

 

The simple past can also be used to describe a habit which stopped in the past. It can have the 

same meaning as "used to." To make it clear that we are talking about a habit, we often add 

expressions such as: always, often, usually, never, when I was a child, when I was younger, 

etc. 

Examples: 

• I studied French when I was a child. 

• He played the violin. 

• He didn't play the piano. 

• Did you play a musical instrument when you were a kid? 

• She worked at the movie theater after school. 

• They never went to school, they always skipped class. 

USE 5 Past Facts or Generalizations 

 

The simple past can also be used to describe past facts or generalizations which are no longer 

true. As in USE 4 above, this use of the simple past is quite similar to the expression "used 

to." 

Examples: 

• She was shy as a child, but now she is very outgoing. 

• He didn't like tomatoes before. 

• Did you live in Texas when you were a kid? 

• People paid much more to make cell phone calls in the past. 
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Simple Past Tips 

IMPORTANT When-Clauses Happen First 

Clauses are groups of words which have meaning but are often not complete sentences. Some 

clauses begin with the word "when" such as "when I dropped my pen..." or "when class 

began..." These clauses are called when-clauses, and they are very important. The examples 

below contain when-clauses. 

Examples: 

• When I paid her one dollar, she answered my question. 

• She answered my question when I paid her one dollar. 

When-clauses are important because they always happen first when both clauses are in the 

simple past. Both of the examples above mean the same thing: first, I paid her one dollar, and 

then, she answered my question. It is not important whether "when I paid her one dollar" is at 

the beginning of the sentence or at the end of the sentence. However, the example below has 

a different meaning. First, she answered my question, and then, I paid her one dollar. 

Example: 

• I paid her one dollar when she answered my question. 

ADVERB PLACEMENT 

The examples below show the placement for grammar adverbs such as: always, only, never, 

ever, still, just, etc. 

Examples: 

• You just called Debbie. 

• Did you just call Debbie? 

ACTIVE / PASSIVE 

Examples: 
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• Tom repaired the car. Active 

• The car was repaired by Tom. Passive. 

Grammar Exercises - Simple Past Tense 

Put the verbs into the simple past: 

1. Last year I (go)____  to England on holiday. 

2. It (be)____  fantastic. 

3. I (visit)_____  lots of interesting places. I (be)____  with two friends of mine . 

4. In the mornings we (walk)_____  in the streets of London. 

5. In the evenings we (go)_____  to pubs. 

6. The weather (be)______  strangely fine. 

7. It (not / rain) ______ a lot. 

8. But we (see)_______  some beautiful rainbows. 

9. Where (spend / you) ______ your last holiday? 

Write the past forms of the irregular verbs. 

Infinitive Simple Past 

1. Meet  . 

2. Drive  . 

3. Speak  . 

4. Put  . 

5. Write  . 

6. Sing  . 

7. Do  . 
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8. Sit  . 

9. Stand  . 

10. Run  . 

Complete the table in simple past. 

Affirmative Negative Interrogative 

He wrote a book.   

 He did not sing  

  Was she pretty? 

Put the sentences into simple past. 

1. We move to a new house. →  

2. They bring a sandwich. →  

3. He doesn't do the homework. →  

4. They sell cars. →  

5. Does he visit his friends? →  

Write sentences in simple past. 

1. Janet / miss / the bus →  

2. she / tidy / her room →  

3. Nancy / watch / not / television→  

4. she / read / a book →  

Choose "Was“ or "Were“: 

1. The teacher _____   nice. 

2. The students  _____   very clever. 
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3. But one student _____    in trouble. 

4. We _____    sorry for him. 

5. He _______    nice though. 

SOLUTIONS:- 

Put the verbs into the simple past: 

1. Last year I (go) went to England on holiday. 

2. It (be) was fantastic. 

3. I (visit) visited lots of interesting places. I (be) was with two friends of mine . 

4. In the mornings we (walk) walked in the streets of London. 

5. In the evenings we (go) went to pubs. 

6. The weather (be) was strangely fine. 

7. It (not / rain) did not rain a lot. 

8. But we (see) saw some beautiful rainbows. 

9. Where (spend / you) did you spend your last holiday? 

Write the past forms of the irregular verbs. 

Infinitive Simple Past 

1. Meet Met 

2. Drive Drove 

3. Speak Spoke 

4. Put Put 

5. Write Wrote 

6. Sing Sang 
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7. Do Did 

8. Sit Sat 

9. Stand Stood 

10. Run Ran 

 

Complete the table in simple past. 

Affirmative Negative Interrogative 

He wrote a book. He did not write a book.  Did he write a book?  

He sang. He did not sing Did he sing?  

She was pretty. She was not pretty.  Was she pretty? 

Put the sentences into simple past. 

1. We move to a new house. → We moved to a new house. 

2. They bring a sandwich. → They brought a sandwich. 

3. He doesn't do the homework. → He did not do the homework. 

4. They sell cars. → They sold cars. 

5. Does he visit his friends? → Did he visit his friends? 

Write sentences in simple past. 

1. Janet / the bus / miss →Janet missed the bus. 

2. she / her room / tidy → She tidied her room. 

3. Nancy / watch / not / television → Nancy did not watch television. 

4. she / read / book → She read a book. 
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Choose "Was“ or "Were“: 

1. The teacher was nice. 

2. The students were very clever. 

3. But one student wasin trouble. 

4. We were sorry for him. 

5. He wasnice though. 

Simple Past Tense Exercise:  change the verbs in brackets to the simple past.  

1) They all (go) ___ shopping. 

2) I never (imagine) ____ I would see you here. 

3) We (book) ___ two tickets for the show. 

4) He (collect) ___ his children from school. 

5) Were you (frighten) ___ of the dark when you were young? 

6) Who (eat) ___ my chocolate? 

7) I (feel) so tired that I went straight to bed. 

8) We (grow) ___ this tree from a seed. 

9) She (lose) ___ her way home. 

10) He thought I (steal) his umbrella. 

SOLUTIONS:- 

1) Went 

2) Imagined 

3) Booked  

4) Collected 

5) Frightened 

6) Ate 
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7) Felt 

8) Grew 

9) Lost 

10) Stole 

Past perfect tense 

The past perfect tense describes an action completed before a certain moment in the past. 

It is used for an activity that happened before another activity. 

If two actions happened in the past, it may be necessary to show which action happened 

earlier than the other. The past perfect is mainly used in such situations. The simple past is 

used in one clause and the past perfect in the other. 

Examples 

 When I reached the station the train had started (so I couldn't get the train). 

I had done exercise when Neethu came. 

I had written the letter before he arrived. 

The formula for Past Perfect Tense when the First Person is Singular is that the sentence 

starts  

with ‘I’ and ‘had’ , then a verb in its 3rd form, followed by an object which is optional. 

Past Perfect Tense for First Person Singular is as follows - 

‘I’ + had + verb(3rd  form) + object (optional) 

 

Examples 

1) I had worked hard for career. 

2) I had gone to play football. 

3) I had slept late on Saturday. 

4) I had seen a short film. 
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5) I had dance on weekend.      

For its negative sentences add ‘not’ before the 3rd form of the verb and the rest of the rule 

remains the same. 

I + had + not + verb (3rd form) + object (optional) 

Examples 

1. I had not worked hard for my career. 

2. I had not gone to play football. 

3. I had not slept late on Saturday. 

4. I had not seen a short film. 

5. I had not dance on weekend.            

 

For Past Perfect Tense when the First Person is Plural are that the sentence starts with ‘We’ 

and 

'had', then a verb in its 3rd form followed by an object which is optional. 

Past Perfect Tense for First Person Plural is as follows - 

We+ had + verb (3rd form) + object (optional) 

Examples 

1. We had worked hard for our career. 

2. We had gone to play football. 

3. We had slept late on Saturday. 

4. We had seen a short film. 

5. We had dance on weekend. 

For its negative sentences, add ‘not’ before the verb and the rest of the rule remains the same. 
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We + had + not + verb(3rd  form) + object (optional) 

 

Examples 

1. We had not worked hard for our career. 

2. We had not gone to play football. 

3. We had not slept late on Saturday. 

4. We had not seen short film. 

5. We had not dance on weekend. 

 

Exercises 

1. I (enjoy) the film. I (hear) of it before. 

2. He (be) tired. He (not sleep) the night before. 

3. The cheif guest (leave) before we (get) there. 

4. She (tell) me that she already (see) the film. 

5. When she (finish) writing the letter, he (go) out for a walk. 

6. I (write) articles on various topics before he (come). 

7. He  (read) different kinds of books before you (come). 

8. They (play) football in that field before it (start) to rain. 

9. When he (begin) to speak, I (realize) that I (meet) him before. 

10. I (wonder) who (remove) the pencils from the box. 

11. Haritha (be) in hospital. She (break) her leg in an accident. 

12. We couldn't open the door. We (lose) the key. 

13. He (paint) the house he (buy) two weeks before. 
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14. When we (arrive) at the auditorium, the meeting already (start). 

15. I (remember) that I (not take) my purse. 

16. When he (finish) the report he (phone) the principal. 

17. I (ask) her where I (leave) the key. 

18. She (say) she (visit) Agra two years before. 

19. I (return) the book after I (read) it. 

20. When the children (do) their homework, I (take) them to the park. 

21. You (come) to the program before I (come)? 

22. I'm not (watch) the cricket match on television before you (come). 

23. He is not (practice) the song before he (sing) it in the program. 

24. I (help) him to do the task after I (finish) my work. 

25. The test already (start) when we (get) to class. 

 

Answers 

1.enjoyed, had heard 

2.was, had not slept 

3.had left, got 

4.told, had already seen 

5.had finished, went 

6.had written, came 

7.had read, came 

8.had played, started 

9.began, realized, had met 
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10.wondered, had removed 

11.was, had broken 

12.had lost 

13.painted, had bought 

14.arrived, had quarrelled 

15.remembered, had not taken 

16.had finished, phoned 

17.asked, had left 

18.said, had visited 

19.returned, had read 

20.had finished, went 

21.Had you come, came 

22.had not watched, came 

23.had not practiced, sang 

24.helped, had finished 

25.had already started, got 
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PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE 

 

The past continuous (also called past progressive) is a verb tense which s used to show that 

an ongoing past action was happening at a specific moment of interruption, or that two 

ongoing actions are happening at the same time.  

 

Past Continuous Forms 

The past continuous is formed using was/were + present participle. Questions are 

indicated by inverting the subject and was/were. Negatives are made with not. 

• Statement: You were studying when she called. 

• Question: Were you studying when she called? 

• Negative: You were not studying when she called. 

 

Complete List of Past Continuous Forms 

Past Continuous Uses 

USE 1 Interrupted Action in the Past 

 

 

 

Use the past continuous to indicate that a longer action in the past was interrupted. The 

interruption is usually a shorter action in the simple past. Remember this can be a real 

interruption or just an interruption in time. 

 

Examples: 

• I was watching TV when she called. 

• When the phone rang, she was writing a letter. 

• While we were having the picnic, it started to rain. 

• What were you doing when the earthquake started? 

• I was listening to my iPod, so I didn't hear the fire alarm. 

• You were not listening to me when I told you to turn the oven off. 

• While John was sleeping last night, someone stole his car. 

• Sammy was waiting for us when we got off the plane. 
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• While I was writing the email, the computer suddenly went off. 

 

A: What were you doing when you broke your leg? 

B: I was snowboarding. 

USE 2 Specific Time as an Interruption 

 

 

In USE 1, described above, the past continuous is interrupted by a shorter action in the simple 

past. However, you can also use a specific time as an interruption. 

 

Examples: 

• Last night at 6 PM, I was eating dinner. 

• At midnight, we were still driving through the desert. 

• Yesterday at this time, I was sitting at my desk at work. 

 

IMPORTANT 

In the simple past, a specific time is used to show when an action began or finished. 

In the past continuous, a specific time only interrupts the action. 

 

Examples: 

• Last night at 6 PM, I ate dinner. I started eating at 6 PM. 

• Last night at 6 PM, I was eating dinner. 

I started earlier; and at 6 PM, I was in the process of eating dinner. 

 

USE 3 Parallel Actions 

 

 

 

When you use the past continuous with two actions in the same sentence, it expresses the idea 

that both actions were happening at the same time. The actions are parallel. 
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Examples: 

• I was studying while he was making dinner. 

• While Ellen was reading, Tim was watching television. 

• Were you listening while he was talking? 

• I wasn't paying attention while I was writing the letter, so I made several mistakes. 

• What were you doing while you were waiting? 

• Thomas wasn't working, and I wasn't working either. 

• They were eating dinner, discussing their plans, and having a good time. 

 

USE 4 Atmosphere 

In English, we often use a series of parallel actions to describe the atmosphere at a 

particular time in the past. 

 

Example: 

• When I walked into the office, several people were busily typing, some were 

talking on the phones, the boss was yelling directions, and customers were waiting to 

be helped. One customer was yelling at a secretary and waving his hands. Others were 

complaining to each other about the bad service. 

 

USE 5 Repetition and Irritation with "Always" 

 

 

 

The past continuous with words such as "always" or "constantly" expresses the idea that 

something irritating or shocking often happened in the past. The concept is very similar to the 

expression used to but with negative emotion. Remember to put the words "always" or 

"constantly" between "be" and "verb+ing." 

 

Examples: 

• She was always coming to class late. 

• He was constantly talking. He annoyed everyone. 
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• I didn't like them because they were always complaining. 

The past continuous is made from the past tense of the verb be and the –ing form of a verb: 

I was 

You were 

He was   working 

She was  playing 

It was   living 

We were  talking 

You were 

They were 

 

We use the past continuous to talk about the past: 

For something which 

Happened before and after another action on: 

The children were doing their homework when I got home. 

Compare: The children did their homework when (= after) I got home. 

The other day I was waiting for a bus when …….. 

Last week, as I was driving to work, 

For something that 

Happened before and after a specific time: 

It was eight o’clock. I was writing a letter. 

 

Past Continuous Tips 

While vs. When 

Clauses are groups of words which have meaning, but are often not complete sentences. 

Some clauses begin with the word "when" such as "when she called" or "when it bit me." 

Other clauses begin with "while" such as "while she was sleeping" and "while he was 

surfing." When you talk about things in the past, "when" is most often followed by the verb 

tense simple past, whereas "while" is usually followed by past continuous. "While" expresses 

the idea of "during that time." Study the examples below. They have similar meanings, but 

they emphasize different parts of the sentence. 

 

Examples: 
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• I was studying when she called. 

• While I was studying, she called. 

 

REMEMBER Non-Continuous Verbs / Mixed Verbs 

It is important to remember that Non-continuous verbs cannot be used in any 

continuous tenses. Also, certain non-continuous meanings for mixed verbs cannot be used in 

continuous tenses. Instead of using past continuous with these verbs, you must use simple 

past. 

 

Examples: 

• Jane was being at my house when you arrived. Not Correct 

• Jane was at my house when you arrived. Correct 

 

ADVERB PLACEMENT 

The examples below show the placement for grammar adverbs such as: always, only, never, 

ever, still, just, etc. 

 

Examples: 

• You were just studying when she called. 

• Were you just studying when she called? 

 

 

ACTIVE / PASSIVE 

Examples: 

• The salesman was helping the customer when the thief came into the store. Active 

• The customer was being helped by the salesman when the thief came into the 

store. Passive 

 

EXERCISE WITH ANSWERS: 

 

1. Julie _______ (sleep) at three o’clock. 

2. You ___ (study) at three o’clock. 

3. Luke ______ (read) at three o’clock. 
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4. I ____ (work) at three o’clock. 

5. They _____ (eat) chocolate at four o’clock. 

6. John _____ (play) tennis at three o’clock. 

7. We ______ (watch) TV at three o’clock. 

8. He ______ (use) the internet at three o’clock. 

9.  You _____ (cook) lunch at three o’clock. 

10. We ______ (travel) to London at three o’clock. 

11. Mrs. Brown _______ (not/walk) in the garden when the murder happened. 

12. Mr. Black _______ (not/work) in his study when the murder happened. 

13. Miss Jones ____ (not/play) cards when the murder happened. 

14. Miss Jones _____ (not/play) to Mr. White when the murder happened. 

15. Dr. Ford _____ (not/read) in his room when the murder happened. 

16. Mr. and Mrs. Green ______ (not/eat) in the dinning room when the murder happened. 

17. Mr. Blue ___ (not/drink) coffee in the library when the murder happened. 

18. The maid _____ (not/clean) the bedrooms when the murder happened. 

19. I ____ (not/listen) to music when the murder happened. 

20. The dogs _____ (not/play) outside when the murder happened. 

ANSWERS: 

1. Julie was sleeping at three o’clock. 

2. You were studying at three o’clock. 

3. Luke was reading at three o’clock. 

4. I was working at three o’clock. 

5. They were eating chocolate at three o’clock. 

6. John was playing tennis at three o’clock. 

7. We were watching TV at three o’clock. 

8. He was using the internet at three o’clock. 

9. You were cooking lunch at three o’clock. 

10. We were travelling to London at three o’clock. 

11. Mrs. Brown wasn’t in the garden when the murder happened. 

12. Mr. Black wasn’t working in his study when the murder happened. 

13. Miss Jones wasn’t talking to Mr. White when the murder happened. 

14. You weren’t playing cards when the murder happened. 

15. Dr.Ford wasn’t reading in his room when the murder happened. 

16. Mr. and Mrs. Green weren’t eating in the dining room when the murder happened. 
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17. Mr.Blue wasn’t drinking coffee in the library when the murder happened. 

18. The maid wasn’t cleaning the bedrooms when the murder happened. 

19. I wasn’t listening to music when the murder happened. 

20. The dogs weren’t playing outside when the murder happened. 

 

Past Perfect Continuous 

Past Perfect Continuous tense 

*The Past Perfect Continuous is another tense that expresses the "past in the past". 

How do we make the Past Perfect Continuous tense? 

The structure of the Past Perfect Continuous tense is: 

subject + auxiliary have + auxiliary be + main verb 

conjugated in Past Simple  past participle   

had been present participle 

-The first auxiliary verb (have) is conjugated in the Past Simple, invariable: had 

-The second auxiliary verb (be) is invariable in past participle form: been 

-The main verb is invariable in present participle form: -ing 

 

For negative sentences we insert not after the first auxiliary verb. 

For question sentences, we exchange the subject and the first auxiliary verb. 

Look at these example sentences with the Past Perfect Continuous tense: 

 

 subject auxiliary verb auxiliary verb main verb  

+ I  had   been   working.  

+ You  had   been   playingtennis. 
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- It  had not   been   working well. 

- We  had not  been   expecting her. 

? Had  you   been   drinking?  

? Had  they   been   waiting long? 

 

Contraction with Past Perfect Continuous 

When we use the Past Perfect Continuous in speaking, we often contract the subject and the 

first auxiliary verb. We also sometimes do this in informal writing. 

 

I had been I'd been 

you had been you'd been 

he had been 

she had been 

it had been he'd been 

she'd been 

it'd been 

we had been we'd been 

they had been they'd been 

He'd been drinking all day. 

It'd been pouring with rain. 

In negative sentences, we may contract the first auxiliary verb and "not": 

• We hadn't been living there long. 

• They hadn't been studying very hard. 
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How do we use the Past Perfect Continuous tense? 

The Past Perfect Continuous tense is like the Past Perfect tense, but it expresses longer 

actions in the past before another action in the past. For example: 

Ram started waiting at 9am. I arrived at 11am. When I arrived, Ram had been waiting for two 

hours. 

past present future 

• Ram starts waiting in past at 9am.   

• I arrive in past at 11am.   

• Ram had been waiting for two hours when I arrived. 

Here are some more examples: 

• John was very tired. He had been running. 

• I could smell cigarettes. Somebody had been smoking. 

Suddenly, my car broke down. I was not surprised. It had not been running well for a long 

time. 

• Had the pilot been drinking before the crash? 

You can sometimes think of the Past Perfect Continuous tense like the Present Perfect 

Continuous tense, but instead of the time being now the time is before. 

Havebeendoing →  

hadbeendoing 

-past present future 

*For example, imagine that you meet Ram at 11am. Ram says to you: 

• "I am angry. I have been waiting for two hours." 

• Later, you tell your friends: 

• "Ram was angry. He had been waiting for two hours." 

Exercise 

1. My dad ________ smoking in the garage. 
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• has 

• had 

• had been 

2. The printer ________ working well. 

• had not been 

• hadn't 

• had not 

3. Had the players _____ playing by the rules? 

• been 

• have 

• be 

4. She ________ expecting the worst. 

• Had 

• 'd been 

• had being 

5. Had the teachers ________ before the strike? 

• been work 

• working 

• been working 

6. Our pool pump ________ running properly before the storm. 

• had not have 

• hadn't been 

• hadn't being 

7. My sister’s roommate was upset. She _____ been waiting for an hour. 

• had 

• has 

• have 
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8. I just heard about the accident. ________ been working all night? 

• Had the driver 

• Had the driving 

• Have the driver 

9. We were shocked to see her. ________ been expecting her. 

• We are 

• We have 

• We'd not 

10. I finally reached my mom. ________ her all day. 

• I'd been calling 

• I have called 

• I called 

11.We (sleep) _________had been sleepingfor 12 hours when he woke us up. 

12.They (wait) __________at the station for 90 minutes when the train finally arrived. 

13.We (look for) _________ her ring for two hours and then we found it in the bathroom. 

14.I (not / walk) ______________ for a long time, when it suddenly began to rain. 

15.How long (learn / she)  ___________English before she went to London? 

16.Frank Sinatra caught the flu because he (sing) __________in the rain too long. 

17.He (drive) __________less than an hour when he ran out of petrol. 

18.They were very tired in the evening because they (help) ______ on the farm all day. 

19.I (not / work) _________ all day; so I wasn't tired and went to the disco at night. 

20.They (cycle) ____________all day so their legs were sore in the evening. 

21.They ___________for over an hour before Tony arrived. 

22.She _____________at that company for three years when it went out of business. 

23.How long had you been waiting to get on the bus? 
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24.Mike wanted to sit down because he had been standing all day at work. 

25.James had been teaching at the university for more than a year before he left for Asia. 

 

answers 

1. had been2. had not been3. Been4. 'd been5. been working6. hadn't been7. Had8. Had the 

driver9. We'd not10. I'd been calling11.had been sleeping12.had been waiting13.had been 

looking for 14.had not been walking15.had she been learning16.had been singing17.had been 

driving18.had been helping19.had not been working20.had been cycling21.had been 

talking22.had been working23.had & been working 24.had been standing 25.had been 

teaching 
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Future Tense 

Future Tense 

The future tense is a verb tense used for a future activity or a future state of being. For 

example: 

• I will jump in the lake. 

(This is a future activity.) 

• I will be happy. 

(This is a future state of being.) 

The tense of a verb is determined by when the action took place. The three main tenses are: 

• The Past Tense 

• The Present Tense 

• The Future Tense 

Examples of the Types of Future Tense 

The future tense is categorized further depending on whether the action will be in progress or 

will be completed (called the aspect of a verb). The four future tenses are: 

simple future 

tense 

• I will go. 

• We will celebrate our 

anniversary by flying to 

New York. 

The simple future tense is used for an 

action that will occur in the future. 

future 

progressive 

tense 

• I will be going. 

• The Moscow State Circus 

will be performing in 

Cheltenham for the next 3 

weeks. 

The future progressive tense is used for 

an ongoing action that will occur in the 

future. 
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future perfect 

tense 

• I will have gone. 

• By the time you arrive, we 

will have finished the meal 

and the speeches. 

The future perfect tense is used to 

describe an action that will have been 

completed at some point in the future. 

future perfect 

progressive 

• I will have been going. 

• In July next year, you will 

have been studying for 

three years. 

The future perfect progressive tense is 

used for an ongoing action that will be 

completed at some specified time in the 

future. 

More about the Simple Future Tense 

Here is an infographic summarizing the simple future tense.

 

Examples of the Simple Future Tense 

• I will play after breakfast. 

• Susan will not go to Germany. 

• What we achieve inwardly will change outer reality. (Greek biographer Plutarch) 

• Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later. (Author Og Mandino) 

• Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere. (Physicist Albert 

Einstein) 
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• Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to 

the idea. (Robert A Heinlein) 

• In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends. 

(Activist Martin Luther King Jr) 

• Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life. (Chinese 

philosophe Confucius) 

(Have to is known as a modal auxiliary verb. Like must, it is used to express 

obligation.) 

• Happiness is your dentist telling you it won't hurt and then having him catch his hand in 

the drill. (Producer Johnny Carson) 

(Remember that won't is a contraction of will not and is often used to form the simple 

future tense. 

• I won't be a rock star. I will be a legend. (Singer Freddie Mercury) 

 

Read more about the simple future tense. 

More about the Future Progressive Tense 

Here is an infographic summarizing the future progressive tense. 
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Examples of the Future Progressive Tense 

• I will be playing for an hour. 

• Will I be spending too much money if I buy the newer model? 

• He will be fighting his way to the boxing championship. 

• Always be nice to those younger than you because they are the ones who will be 

writing about you. 

• In September, we will be enjoying all the fruit we planted last March. 

• Those who are laughing now will be crying later. 

• Soon I will be doing what I love again. (Guitarist Vinnie Vincent) 

• I'll be performing at 80 years old. Music is like fashion - it changes. But some things will 

always be the same. (Singer Toni Braxton) 

(Remember that I'll is a contraction of I will.) 

• Every breath you take. Every move you make. Every bond you break. Every step you 

take, I'll be watching you. (Singer Sting) 

• She'll be coming around the mountain when she comes. 

(She'll is a contraction of she will.) 

• She'll be riding six white horses when she comes. 

• The next time you see a spider's web, please pause and look a little closer. You'll be 

seeing one of the most high-performance materials known to man. (Biologist Cheryl 

Hayashi) 

(You'll is a contraction of you will.) 

• In my case, there's no revolving door. I won't be going back to government. (Politician 

Mary Schapiro) 

(Won't is a contraction of will not.) 
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More about the Future Perfect Tense 

Here is an infographic summarizing the future perfect tense. 

 

Examples of the Future Perfect Tense 

• I will have played by breakfast. 

• By September, Jenny will have taken over that role. 

• Will you have graduated by this time next year? 

• I hope that, when I leave this planet, I will have touched a few people in a positive way. 

(Actor Will Rothhaar) 

• The rain will not have stopped before the competition starts. 

• You won't have sold a single car by tomorrow if you stay here. 

(Won't is a contraction of will not.) 
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More about the Future Perfect Progressive Tense 

Here is an infographic summarizing the future perfect progressive tense. 

 

Examples of the Future Perfect Progressive Tense 

⚫ I will have been playing for 2 hours by breakfast. 

• By the time the boat arrives, they will have been living without proper food for two 

weeks. 

• Shops that will have been running for three or two years by then will have to close down. 

• They will have been driving for ten hours by the time they arrive in Scotland. 

• If it rains again tomorrow, then it will have been raining for three days. 

• He will be agitated when he arrives because he will have been working for ten hours. 

• When you are promoted next year, how long will you have been working on the factory 

floor? 

• You will not have been waiting for over an hour when the taxi arrives. That's not true. 
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Future Tenses Example 

I will burst 

you will burst 

he/she/it will burst 

we will burst 

you will burst 

they will burst 

I will be bursting 

you will be bursting 

he/she/it will be bursting 

we will be bursting 

you will be bursting 

they will be bursting 

I will have burst 

you will have burst 

he/she/it will have burst 

we will have burst 

you will have burst 

they will have burst 

I will have been bursting 

you will have been bursting 

he/she/it will have been bursting 

we will have been bursting 

you will have been bursting 

they will have been bursting 
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Future Tenses Exercise 

1) The train __________ (to arrive) at 12:30. 

2) We __________ (to have) dinner at a seaside restaurant on Sunday. 

3) It __________(to snow) in Brighton tomorrow evening. 

4) On Friday at 8 o’clock I __________ (to meet) my friend. 

5) Paul __________ (to fly) to London on Monday morning. 

6) Wait! I __________ (to drive) you to the station. 

7) The English lesson __________ (to start) at 8:45. 

8) Are you still writing your essay? If you __________ (to finish) by 4pm, we can go for a 

walk. 

9) I __________ (to see) my mother in April. 

10) Look at the clouds – it __________ (to rain) in a few minutes. 

11) When they __________ (to get) married in March, they __________ (to be) together for 

six years. 

12) You’re carrying too much. I __________ (to open) the door for you. 

13) Do you think the teacher __________ (to mark) our homework by Monday morning 

14) When I __________ (to see) you tomorrow, I __________ (show) you my new book. 

15) After you __________ (to take) a nap, you __________ (to feel) a lot better 

16) I’m sorry but you need to stay in the office until you __________ (to finish) your work. 

17) I __________ (to buy) the cigarettes from the corner shop when it __________ (to open). 

18) I __________ (to let) you know the second the builders __________ (to finish) 

decorating. 

19) Before we __________ (to start) our lesson, we __________ (to have) a review. 

20) We __________ (to wait) in the shelter until the bus __________ (to come). 

21) I’m very sorry Dr. Jones __________ (not be) back in the clinic until 2pm. 

22) This summer, I __________ (to live) in Brighton for four years. 

23) I don’t think you __________ (to have) any problems when you land in Boston. 
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24) The baby should be due soon, next week she __________ (to be) pregnant for nine 

months. 

25) By the time we get home, they __________ (to play) football for 30 minutes. 

26) In  three years I __________ (to live) in a different country. 

27) When you __________ (to get) off the train, I __________ (to wait) for you by the ticket 

machine. 

28) __________ (to take) your children with you to France? 

29) This time next week I __________ (ski) in Switzerland! 

30) Now I __________ (to check) my answers. 

 

Future tenses Exercise Answers 

1. The train arrives at 12:30. 

2. We are going to have dinner at a seaside restaurant on Sunday. 

3. It will snow in Brighton tomorrow evening. (or is going to snow) 

4. On Friday at 8 o’clock I am meeting my friend. (or am going to meet) 

5. Paul is flying to London on Monday morning. 

6. Wait! I will drive you to the station. 

7. The English lesson starts at 8:45. 

8. Are you still writing your essay? If you finish by 4pm, we can go for a walk. 

9. I am going to see my mother in April. 

10. Look at the clouds – it is going to rain in a few minutes. (or will rain) 

11. When they get married in March, they will have been together for six years. 

12. You’re carrying too much. I will open the door for you. 

13. Do you think the teacher will have marked our homework by Mondaymorning? 

14. When I see you tomorrow, I will show you my new book. 

15. After you take a nap, you will feel a lot better. (or have taken) 

16. I’m sorry but you need to stay in the office until you have finished your work. 

(or finish) 

17. I will buy the cigarettes from the corner shop when it opens. 

18. I will let you know the second the builders have finished decorating. (or finish) 

19. Before we start our lesson, we are going to have a review. (or will have) 

20. We will wait in the shelter until the bus comes. 

21. I’m very sorry Dr. Jones won’t back in the clinic until 2pm. 

22. This summer, I will have been living in Brighton for four years. 
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23. I don’t think you will have any problems when you land in Boston. (or are going to 

have) 

24. The baby should be due soon, next week she will have been pregnant for nine months. 

25. By the time we get home, they will have been playing football for 30 minutes. 

26. In  three years I am going to live in a different country. (or will live) 

27. When you get off the train, I will be waiting for you by the ticket machine. 

28. Are you going to take your children with you to France? 

29. This time next week I will be skiing in Switzerland! 

30. Now I will check my answers. (or am going to) 
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Synonyms 

Synonyms with example sentences 

 

1. Able —– Capable 

You must be able to speak French for this job. 

You are capable of better work than this. 

 

2.Accomplish —– Achieve 

Easy enough to say, but sometimes hard to accomplish! 

They could not achieve their target of less than 3% inflation. 

 

3.Accurate —– Precise 

Scientists have found a more accurate way of dating cave paintings. 

I can be reasonably precise about the time of the incident. 

 

4.Active —– Athletic 

She’s over 80, but is still very active. 

He can play any sport, he’s naturally athletic. 

 

5.Admit —– Confess 

Don’t be afraid to admit to your mistakes. 

We persuaded her to confess her crime. 
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6.Agree —– Consent 

I agree with her analysis of the situation. 

I rarely consent to do interviews. 

 

7.Aim —– Goal/ Purpose 

Our main aim is to increase sales in Europe. 

Your goal as a parent is to help your child become an independent adult. 

The purpose of the book is to provide a complete guide to the university. 

 

8.Alike —– Same 

My mother and I are alike in many ways. 

She was born on the same day as me. 

 

9.Bargain —– Deal 

The car was a bargain at that price. 

We did a deal with the management on overtime. 

 

10.Begin —– Start 

He always begins his lessons with a warmup exercise. 

I only started this book yesterday. 

 

11.Beginner —– Novice/ Amateur 

She’s in the beginners’ class. 
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I’m a complete novice at skiing. 

The tournament is open to both amateurs and professionals. 

 

12.Behave —– Act 

The doctor behaved very unprofessionally. 

John’s been acting very strangely lately. 

 

13.Belly —– Stomach 

They crawled along on their bellies. 

You shouldn’t exercise on a full stomach. 

 

14.Below —– Under 

He dived below the surface of the water. 

The dog squeezed under the gate and ran into the road. 

 

15.Big —– Vast/ Large 

It’s the world’s biggest computer company. 

His business empire was vast. 

Brazil is the world’s largest producer of coffee. 

 

16.Blank —– Empty 

Sign your name in the blank space below. 

It’s not good to drink alcohol on an empty stomach. 
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17.Blend —– Mix 

Blend together the eggs, sugar and flour. 

Mix all the ingredients together in a bowl. 

 

18.Center —– Middle 

There was an enormous oak table in the center of the room. 

He was standing in the middle of the room. 

 

19.Chiefly —– Mainly 

We are chiefly concerned with improving educational standards. 

They eat mainly fruit and nuts. 

 

20.Child —– Kid 

I lived in London as a child. 

She’s a bright kid. 

 

21.Choose —– Select/ Pick 

We have to choose a new manager from a shortlist of five candidates. 

She was selected as the parliamentary candidate for Bath. 

She picked the best cake for herself. 

 

 



 

84 | P a g e  
 

22.Chop —– Cut 

He was chopping logs for firewood. 

You need a powerful saw to cut through metal. 

 

23.Danger —– Harm 

Children’s lives are in danger every time they cross this road. 

He would never frighten anyone or cause them any harm. 

 

24.Daybreak —– Dawn/ Sunrise 

We left before daybreak. 

They start work at dawn. 

We left before sunrise. 

 

25.Dear —– Expensive 

Everything’s so dear now, isn’t it? 

I can’t afford it, it’s too expensive. 

 

26.Defective —– Faulty 

Her hearing was found to be slightly defective. 

Ask for a refund if the goods are faulty. 

 

27.Delicious —– Yummy 

This dish is delicious with cream. 
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These biscuits are yummy. 

 

28.Earth —– Ground 

After a week at sea, it was good to feel the earth beneath our feet again. 

I found her lying on the ground. 

 

29.Easy —– Simple 

It’s easy for you to tell me to keep calm, but you’re not in my position. 

The answer is really quite simple. 

 

30.Encourage —– Urge 

My parents have always encouraged me in my choice of career. 

The report urged that all children be taught to swim. 

 

31.End —– Finish/ Conclude 

They decided to end their relationship. 

She finished law school last year. 

She concluded her speech with a quotation from Shakespeare. 

 

32.Enlarge —– Magnify 

There are plans to enlarge the recreation area. 

The picture shows the insect’s head magnified ten times. 

 



 

86 | P a g e  
 

33.Enormous —– Huge 

The problems facing the President are enormous. 

He gazed up at her with huge brown eyes. 

 

34.Famous —– Renowned 

He became internationally famous for his novels. 

She is renowned for her patience. 

 

35.Fantastic —– Great 

The weather was absolutely fantastic. 

This represents a great achievement. 

 

36.Fast —– Quick 

He’s one of the fastest runners in the world. 

She walked with short, quick steps. 

 

37.Father —– Dad 

He was a wonderful father to both his natural and adopted children. 

That’s my dad over there. 

 

38.Find —– Discover 

Can you find my bag for me? 

Police discovered a large stash of drugs while searching the house. 
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39.Gather —– Collect 

His supporters gathered in the main square. 

The company collects information about consumer trends. 

 

40.Garbage —– Trash/ Rubbish 

Don’t forget to take out the garbage. 

Will someone take out the trash? 

The streets were littered with rubbish. 

 

41.Infant —– Baby 

She was seriously ill as an infant. 

My sister’s expecting a baby. 

 

42.Inspect —– Examine 

The plants are regularly inspected for disease. 

The doctor examined her but could find nothing wrong. 

 

43.Interesting —– Exciting 

It would be interesting to know what he really believed. 

They waited and waited for something exciting to happen. 

 

44.Keep —– Hold 
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She keeps the blue bear as a souvenir. 

The girl holds her father’s hand tightly. 

 

45.Kind —– Helpful 

She’s a very kind and generous person. 

She’s one of the most helpful people I know. 

 

46.Last —– Final/ Ultimate 

I wouldn’t marry you if you were the last person on earth! 

They find each other in the final chapter of the book. 

We will accept ultimate responsibility for whatever happens. 

 

47.Gain —– Acquire/ Obtain 

The country gained its independence ten years ago. 

She has acquired a good knowledge of English. 

I finally managed to obtain a copy of the report. 

 

48.Gallant —– Chivalrous 

That wasn’t very gallant of you. 

I was only trying to be chivalrous. 

 

49.Have —– Own/ Possess 

I have a new car and a boat. 
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I don’t own anything of any value. 

I’m afraid this is the only suitcase I possess. 

 

50.Help —– Assist 

He always helps with the housework. 

We will assist you in finding somewhere to live. 

 

1. Reap (verb) –Receive (something, especially something beneficial) as a consequence 

of one's own or another's actions. 

Example. The company is poised to reap the benefits of this investment. 

 

2. Whirlwind (noun) - Used with reference to a very energetic person or a tumultuous 

process. 

Example.Fairhaven buzzed with a whirlwind of activity by 7:30 a.m. 

 

3. Procurement (noun) –The act of obtaining goods or services typically for business 

purposes. 

Example. The fourth, who was the musician Marbeck, was pardoned by Gardiner’s 

procurement. 

 

4. Exploit (verb) –Make full use of and derive benefit from (a resource) 

Example. It use to be rareforC.I.A employees to recount their exploits, or grievances 

in print. 

 

5. Lucrative (adjective) –Producing a great deal of profit 

Example. Indigo and opium are the most lucrative crops.  

 

6. Agitation (noun) –Astate of anxietyor nervous excitement. 

Example. He was agitated to the point of distraught. 
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7. Aggravated (adjective) – (of an offence) made more serious by attendant 

circumstances  

Example. The disease is believed to be aggravated by chronic anemia. 

 

8. Condescending (adjective) –Having or showing an attitude of patronizing superiority. 

Example. He seemed to be condescending to his companion. 

 

9. Precarity (noun) – The state of being precarious or uncertain. 

Example.Many older workers face employment precarity as the job opportunities they 

once had have disappeared. 

 

10. Edifice (noun) – A complex system of beliefs. 

Example. But this beautiful edifice was not my destination nor where its inhabitants 

my social equal. 

 

11. Dismantle (verb) – Take (a machine or structure) to pieces. 

Example. When they had crossed the field to the spot where Dean’s tent was pitched, 

he began to dismantle it. 

 

12. Leeway (noun) – An allowable margin of freedom or variation. 

Example. That ought to count for something, give us a little leeway. 

 

13. Equilibrium (noun) –A state in which opposing forces or influences our balanced.  

Example. Equilibrium is the product of an axiomatic system.  

 

14. Apprehension (noun) –Anxiety or fear that something bad or unpleasant will happen  

Example. Her appreciation was assuming a reduced priority. 

 

15. Empathetic (adjective) – Characterized by empathy, the psychological identification 

with the feelings, thoughts, or attitudes of others.  

Example. Andrea, who is not very empathetic, wishes she was better at showing 

condolence. 
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16. Precipitate (Verb) – Cause (an event or situation, typically one that is undesirable) to 

happen suddenly, unexpectedly or permanently. 

Example. The precipitate is washed, collected and dried at a very moderate heat. 

 

17. Handedness (Noun) –The tendency to use either the right or the left hand more 

naturally than the other. 

Example. Handedness of the connection between parallel beta strands. 

 

18. Stimulus (noun) –Something that provokes or causes an action or response. 

Example. The pay raise was a stimulus for production. 

 

19. Protracted (adjective) –Lasting for a long time or longer than expected or usual. 

Example. In the Senate there was a protracted struggle. 

 

20. Precipitous (adjective) – Dangerously high or steep,(of an action) done suddenly and 

without careful consideration. 

Example. There has been a precipitous decline in home sales recently. 

 

21. Albeit (conjunction) –Even though, although. 

Example. It was an interesting conversation, albeit one-way. 

 

22. Wariness (noun) –Caution about possible dangers or problems. 

Example. His wariness scared her as much as the thugs had. 

 

23. Precarious (adjective) – Not securely held or in position;dangerously likely to fall or 

collapse, uncertain. 

Example. Again she had allowed herself to be put in a precarious situation. 

 

24. Jettison (verb) –Abandon or discard (someone or something that is no longer wanted). 

Example. The captain gave orders to jettison the cargo. 

 

25. Ominous (adjective) – Giving the worrying impression that something bad is going to 

happen; threateningly inauspicious. 

Example. Her ominous tone did not register with him. 
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26. Dastardly (adverb) – Wicked and cruel 

Example. Finally, the dastardly renegade arrives and engages Sister Chiang in 

conversation. 

 

27. Evade (verb) –Escape oravoid (someone or something),especially by guile or trickery. 

Example. I have never met someone who could evade a question as well as he can. 

 

28. Apprehend (verb) – To take into custody; arrest by legal warrantor authority. 

Example. I am confident that the police will apprehend the criminals soon. 

 

29. Extradition (noun) –The formal process of one state surrendering an individual to 

another state for prosecution or punishment for crimes committed in the requesting 

country’s jurisdiction. 

Example. The most complete collection of treaties of extradition is that of F.  

 

30. Acquit (verb) –To relief from its charge of fault or crime; declared not guilty 

Example. Those who blame Bacon must acquit Essex of all wrong-doing. 

 

31. Commute (verb) – Reduce (a judicial sentence, especially a sentence of death) to 

another lesssevere one. 

Example. Unfortunately, the commute to work everyday was still excruciating. 

 

32. Operandi (noun) –A particular way of doing something. 

Example. Clear indications of a primitive magical modus operandi appear as survivals 

in the narratives of the pre-exilian prophets. 

 

33. Redundant (adjective) –Not or no longer needed or useful; superfluous. 

Example. Please stop me if I become redundant or boorish. 

 

34. Pioneer (verb) –Develop or be the first to use or apply (a new method, area of 

knowledge or activity). 

Example. He was a pioneer in the fields of patrology and of biblical archaeology. 
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35. Speculation (noun) –The forming of a theory or conjecture without firm evidence, 

guesswork. 

Example. This sort of speculation is going to intensify. 

 

36. Furore (noun) – An outbreak. of public angrr or excitement. 

Example. The security leaks have caused a widespread furore.  

 

37. Envisage (verb) – Contemplate or conceive of as a possibility or a desirable future 

event. 

Example. This is the future she envisages, for herself at least. 

 

38. Ostensibly (adverb) –As appears or is stated to be true, though not necessarily so; 

apparently. 

Example. To kill some time I telephoned Ethel Reagan, ostensibly to thank her. 

 

39. Endorse (verb) –Declare one's public approval or support of 

Example. The newspaper has endorsed the conservative candidate for mayor. 

 

40. Outreach (noun) – The extent or length of reaching out. 

Example. He is responsible for the campaign’s outreach to college students. 

 

41. Eschew (verb) –Deliberately avoid using;abstain from. 

Example. In fine, they eeschew theories confine themselves to visible facts. 

 

42. Therapeutic (noun) –A treatment, therapy, or drug  

Example. Maybe it was therapeutic for him in some way. 

 

43. Ire (noun) – Anger 

Example. For the present, Napoleon’s ire fell upon Prussia. 

 

44. Loom (verb) –Appear as a value from, especially one that is large or threatening. 

Example. The mountains loom above the valley. 

 

45. Ignominy (noun) – Public shame or disgrace. 
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Examples. He feared the ignominy of being exposed as a spy. 

 

46. Precipitous (adjective) – Dangerously high or steep. 

Example. There has been a precipitous decline in home sales recently. 

 

47. Plunge (noun) –A swift and drastic fall in value or amount. 

Example. He did not plunge headlong into the wars of Louis XI.  

 

48. Tumble (verb) –Fall suddenly, clumsily, or headlong 

Example. She screamed again as she tumbled down a steep hill.  

 

49. Unenviable (adjective) –Difficult, undesirable, or unpleasant. 

Example. Being a prison officer is a difficult an unenviable task. 

 

50. Pale (verb) –Seem or become less important 

Example. He may turn pale when the trial comes. 

 

1. Spur – give a boost or encouragement to someone. 

 I did it on the spur of the moment. 

2. Intensify – boost, increase, speed up, escalate. 

 Ammonium nitrate and nitrite, for instance, intensify the action of a water on lead. 

3. Stipulations–conditions, pre-conditions, provision. 

 The stipulation on the passage of the money was fine with her. 

4. Deteriorating – becoming progressively worse. 

 Her leg is infected, still worse, she’s developing a fever. 

5. Primacy – priority, preference. 

 Civil law took primacy over religious law. 

6. Incumbent – mandatory, necessary, obligatory. 
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 A rector is incumbent of a benefice never held under a monastery, and he receives all 

the tithes. 

7. Fouls – make foul or dirty; pollute. 

 This cloth is too foul to use as a duster 

8. Surge – a sudden large increase. 

 He felt a surge of excitement 

9. Demonstrably – in a way that is clearly apparent or capable of being logically proved. 

 Those people outside are demonstrating against the election results. 

10. Viable – capable of working successfully; feasible. 

 It is possible for anyone to learn to pay the bagpipes. 

11. Spurred – clarifying, explaining in detail or in a very clear way. 

 So he spurred his horse to ride their aid. 

12. Admonition – A firm warning. 

 The boss gave him a warning that he would be fired if he did not desist from his 

behaviour. 

13. Expedite – speed up. 

 He expedited the search by alphabetizing the papers. 

14. Woes – troubles. 

 That well-known name awakens all my woes. 

15. Succor – assistance and support in times of hardships and distress. 

 The speediest succor might avail to the preservation of his life. 

16. Endure – suffer 

 He that would have eggs must endure the cackling of hens. 
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17. Stature – importance or reputation gained by ability or achievement. 

 Armstrong was a musician of world stature. 

18. Impetus – Momentum, boost 

 The high crime rate was the impetus for the hiring of one hundred new police officers 

in our city. 

19. Hasten – accelerate, speed up. 

 Will you two help to hasten them? 

20. Ephemeral – lasting for a very short time. 

 Slang words are often ephemeral 

21. Conspicuous – easily seen or notice obvious to the eye. 

 The notice must be displayed in a conspicuous place. 

22. Scathing – severely critical; bitterly severe. 

 He made a scathing attack on the statement. 

23. Filthy – disgustingly. 

 Under that hat, her hair was filthy and matted. 

24. Dismantling – breaking. 

 He accuses them of trying to dismantle the country’s legal system. 

25. Incongruent – not suitable or not fitting well. 

 Her knowledge of world politics was incongruent in someone so young. 

26. Agonies – pains, suffering, tortures. 

 Being an agony, he prayed more earnestly. 

27. Epitomize – represent, serve as a perfect example of 

 To really epitomize a movie star, you would got to focus on the accessories. 
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28. Inconsequential – unimportant, insignificant. 

 You will never know the exact atomic time when you started reading this phrase; of 

course that’s inconsequential. 

29. Explode – erupt, develop, break out. 

 They sought to explode the myth. 

30. Lax – not strict or serve; careless or negligent. 

 The rules are fairly lax, but you have to know which ones you can bend. 

31. Anxious – very eager or concerned to do something. 

 I could tell she was anxious as she was biting her nails. 

32. Aficionados – enthusiastic, about an activity, subject or pastime; fans, followers. 

 Aficionados of genre action. 

33. Bewitching – having the ability to captive in an enchanting way. 

 He was not moving, as if someone had bewitched him. 

34. Resurrected – restored, used again. 

 He closed his eyes and resurrected the sound of whippoorwills and running water. 

35. Stymied – prevent or hinder the progress of. 

 Stymied by the horrendously complicated bureaucracy of the railroad. 

36. Onslaught – a very powerful attack. 

 And when you tire of the cultural onslaught, the gardens are nice. 

37. Contending – claiming, asserting, warning. 

 In the midst of some contending in the church, about the government of his house. 

38. Wanton – deliberate and unprovoked willful. 

 As files to wanton boyes are we to the gods. 
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39. Exacerbate – worsen, aggravate, intensify 

 The proposed shutdown would exacerbate unemployment problems. 

40. Avowedly – frankly, honestly 

 The detective needs verification of your whereabouts lastnight. 

41. Overarching – all-embracing 

 The work attains narrative continuity, variety in its stories, and unity through the 

overarching idea of metamorphosis. 

42. Endeavor – an attempt to achieve a goal. 

 She has had a persistent cough for weeks. 

43. Pedagogies – the method and practice of teaching. 

 Instructions will be provided on how to handle difficult customers. 

44. Revamped – give new and improved form, renovate, reconsidered. 

 They want to revamp the historical theater in the old downtown. 

45. Persisting – continuing to exist, lasting, enduring 

 If the fool would persist in his folly he would become wise. 

46. Stunting – prevent from growing or developing. 

 An abnormal climate stunted the crops. 

47. Unedifying – not morally uplifting, unpleasant 

 It was heard loud and clear in the unedifying battles of the early eighties. 

48. Grandstanding – behavior that makes people pay attention to you. 

 Members spent their time grandstanding for the TV cameras and scoring partisan 

points. 

49. Wadeinto – walk into, intervene. 
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 She tucked up her skirt and wadded into the river. 

50. Intemperate – showing anger that is not well controlled, immoderate. 

 Prisoners was said to be of very intemperate habits. 

51. Derision – Ridicule, mockery. 

 The applause of the vulgar was mingled with the derision of the court party. 

52. Warped – abnormal or strange. 

 The sculptor uses tools to wrap scrap metal into unique works of art. 

53. Tenet – principle or belief. 

 According to the church’s tenet, ministers are forbidden to marry so they can give 

their entire souls to god. 

54. Purportedly – allegedly. 

 The old mansion was reputedly haunted, but few were willing to go and investigate. 

55. Fealties – devotions, loyalties, faithfulness. 

 The fidelity of civil servants. 

56. Scorn – lack of respect, disrespectful 

 He scorned her romantic advances. 

57. Nudge – sign, step. 

 Since the machine was showing two lemons and a cherry, I decided to try a nudge. 

58. Leeway – freedom, independence. 

 I don’t think we have a lot of leeway when it comes to proper fromatting 

59. Pervade – overspread, affect descend. 

 Cruel wars pervade history 

60. Tweak – a sharp twist, a change made in order to improve something. 
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 It we tweak the colors towards blue, it will look more natural. 

61. Clamour – a demand for something in a loud or angry way. 

 Sickly eares deaft with the clamours of their owne deare grones. 

62. Bleak – charmless, hopeless. 

 A bleak and bare rock. 

63. Feat – an achievement that requires great courage, skill or strength. 

 The accomplishment of a prophecy 

64. Retractable – able to be drawn back or back in. 

 A withdrawn child 

65. Holdingaloft – holding up in or into the air. 

 The holding every man shall beat as loud. 

66. Felled – Defeated. 

 She defeated by his sister. 

67. Astute – intelligent. 

 She looks like an astute. 

68. Longevity – durability 

 Grandfather had incredible longevity 

69. Resonate – Produce. 

 The books on top of the piano resonate when he plays certain notes 

70. Foster – encourage the development of 

 We are a foster family. 

71. Striferidden – divided by violent conflict or dissent. 

 He was in trouble when the rain started 
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72. Stavingoff – to stop something bad from happening 

 The replacement string should have the same casing as the matched text. 

73. Mandarins – officials. 

 Mandarins usually follow the principles lay down by the government. 

 

1. Quantifiable – Able to be expressed or measured as a quantity. 

Example. Highlight achievements, awards, and quantifiable achievements in this 

portion of the letter. 

 

2. Expediency – The quality of being convenient and practical despite possibly being 

improper or immoral; convenience, usefulness. 

Example. He acted from expediency, not from principle. 

 

3. Restive – (of a person) unable to remain still, silent or submissive, especially because 

of boredom or dissatisfaction. 

Example. The consultants are getting a bit restive about their negotiations. 

 

4. Club – Combine with others so as to collect a sum of money for a particular purpose. 

Example. He applied for admission to the riding club 

 

5. Enumeration – The action of mentioning a number of things one by one. 

Example. There is a systematic enumeration of the group by A. 

 

6. Choppy – Having a disjointed or jerky quality, turbulent. 

Example. Choppy scenes of the boy's past and future blinked into her thoughts 

 

7. Uptick – A small increase or slight upward trend. 

Example. Loyal customers weren't upset with the uptick in prices since hamburgers 

only went up ten cents in price. 

 

8. Caveat – A warning or proviso of specific stipulations, conditions, or limitations. 
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Example. Bryant said he sensed an uptick in his popularity 

 

9. Exuberance – The quality of being full of energy, excitement, and cheerfulness; 

ebullience. 

Example. What she possessed in exuberance, she lacked in coordination, though 

 

10. Detriment – The state of being harmed or damaged. 

Example. He works long hours to the detriment of his health 

 

11. Outlier – A person or thing situated away or detached from the main body or system. 

Example. The northern region (Upper Galilee) is virtually an outlier of the Lebanon 

Mountains 

 

12. Cascade – A process whereby something, typically information or knowledge, is 

successively passed on. 

Example. Her hair was arranged in a cascade of curls. 

 

13. Overwhelm – Have a strong emotional effect on. 

Example. Sadness threatened to overwhelm him. 

 

14. Buck – Oppose or resist(something oppressive or confusion; not stable or calm. 

Example. If you were looking for a place to stay and save a buck, you'd have found it. 

 

15. Turbulent – Characterized by conflict, disorder, or confusion; not stable or calm. 

Example. The citizens, however, retained their turbulent spirit. 

 

16. Buoy – Keep(someone or something) afloat. 

Example. The yellow buoy can be seen in the center of the picture. 

 

17. Vigour – Physical strength and good health, effort, energy, and enthusiasm. 

Example. She had inherited vigour of body and mind 

 

18. Expatriate – A person who lives outside their native country. 

Example. My uncle is an expatriate who left the country of his birth to live in France 
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19. Bellwether – Something that leads or indicates a trend. 

Example. High-tech bellwethers led the decline in the stock market. 

 

20. Fortuitously – By chance rather than intention, fortunately. 

Example. Everything came about fortuitously. 

 

21. Asymmetrical – Having parts or aspects that are not equal or equivalent; unequal. 

Example. Other than cataclysm, asymmetrical attack, or government gone wild, we 

have little to worry about. 

 

22. Summarise – Give a brief statement of the main points of(something). 

Example. I would like to take a moment to summarize the facts that I presented 

earlier.  

 

23. Jeopardise – Put(someone or something) into a situation in which there is a danger of 

loss, harm, or failure. 

Example. I'm not about to jeopardize my job by asking all kinds of questions.  

 

24. Trajectory – The path followed by a projectile flying or an object moving under the 

action of given forces. 

Example.My career seemed to be on a downward trajectory. 

 

25. Assassianate – To kill suddenly or secretively, especially a political prominent 

personmurder premeditatedly and treacherously. 

Example. They discovered a secret plot to assassinate the governor. 

 

26. Flare-up – A sudden outthrust or intensification. 

Example- The dispute could flare up into a major crisis. 

 

27. Haul – A quantity of something that has been stolen or is possessed illegally. 

Example- It was the short haul that needed work. 

 

28. Induce – Succeed in persuading or leading(someone) to do something. 
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Example- Her illness was induced by overwork. 

29. Contraction – The process of becoming smaller. 

Example- The active contraction of muscular tissue has no counterpart in the plant. 

 

30. Dissipate – Waste or fritter away(money, energy or resources). 

Example- In her youth she seemed to dissipate almost compulsively. 

 

31. Telltale – Revealing, indicating, or betraying something. 

Example- Humor put a telltale twinkle in his eyes long before the lopsided smile 

began. 

 

32. Incipient – Beginning to happen or develop. 

Example- The project is still in its incipient stages. 

 

33. Preconception – A preconceived idea or prejudice. 

Example- He proceeds to take apart every preconception anyone might have ever had 

about him. 

 

34. Repugnant – Extremely distasteful; unacceptable. 

Example- It was, however, profoundly repugnant to him. 

 

35. Assent - The expression of approval or agreement. 

Example- Lori nodded assent and Alex set out to determine if anything needed to be 

done before they left. 

 

36. Agitation – A stateof anxiety or nervous excitement  

Example. Her father returned around noon, his agitation apparent the moment he 

stepped in the door. 

 

37. Outskirts – The outer parts of a town or city 

Example. On the western outskirts lies the town of Ringwood. 

 

38. Dismantle – Take (a machine or structure) to pieces  
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Example. When they had crossed the field to the spot where Dean's tent was pitched, 

he began to dismantle it. 

 

39. Dietary – Relating to or provided by diet 

Example. Many of our patients have special dietary needs. 

 

40. Pervasive – (especially of an unwelcome influence or physical effort) spreading 

widely throughout an area or a group of people  

Example. The influence of Freud is pervasive in her books. 

 

41. Acquisition – The learning or developing of a skill, habit, or quality purchase  

Example. The children progressed in the acquisition of basic skills. 

 

42. Aggravate – (of an offence) make more serious by attendant circumstances  

Example. She aggravated an old knee injury 

 

43. Combative – Ready or eager to fight and argue  

Example. . He conducted the meeting in his usual combative style, refusing to admit 

any mistakes 

 

44. Abet – Encourage or assist (someone)  to do something wrong, in particular to 

commit a crime  

Example. Their actions were shown to abet terrorism. 

 

45. Galling – Causing annoyance or resentment; annoying 

Example. Obedience he made one of his great instruments, yet he never intended it to 

be a galling yoke. 

 

46. Gladiatorial –(of conflict or competition) intense, ruthless, and hard-fought  

Example. The treasury was exhausted by lavish expenditure on gladiatorial and wild 

beast combats and on the soldiery, and the property of the wealthy was confiscated. 

 

47. Secularism – The principle of separation of the state from religious  
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Example. Due to the secularism in the family, no one ever went to church since they 

did not consider any religion to be real.  

 

48. Resolution – A firm decision to do or not to do something  

Example. A similar resolution was successful in the House of Lords. 

 

49. Delegate –A person sent it authorized to represent others, in particular an elected 

representative sent to a conference.  

Example. The principal researcher recorded all the comments as written by the 

delegates. 

 

50. Shrine – A place regarded as holy because of its associations with a divinity or a 

sacred person or relic, marked by a building or other construction.  

Example. The shrine was built two hundred years ago. 
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PHRASAL VERBS 

A phrasal verb is a verb followed by a particle (either an adverb or a preposition). The verb 

and 

the particle together have a special meaning which cannot be predicted from the meanings of 

the individual words. 

 Examples of phrasal verbs : 

1. put on (put clothes on one's body) 

2. take off (remove clothes from one's body; rise into the air), 3. put off (postpone)  

4. carry on (continue) 

5. call off (cancel) 

6. get on  (make progress) 

7. break down (stop working) 

Most phrasal verbs are two-word verbs, but some consist of three words:  

1. catch up with (reach the same position or level) 

2. Look forward to (wait for with pleasure) 

3. put up with (tolerate) 

4. keep up with (be as fast as) 

5. get on with (have a friendly relationship with) 

6. cut down on (reduce the amount eaten, bought or used). 

ALPHABET ‘A’ 

1. abide by 

o Respect or obey (the law, a decision, a rule...). 

"If you want to stay at this school, you must abide by the rules." 
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2. account for 

o Give a reason or an explanation. 

"I hope you can account for all the money you spent!" 

3. ache for 

o Want someone or something very much. 

"He was so lonely he ached for the sound of a human voice." 

4. act on 

o Take action as a result of something. 

"The police decided to act on the anonymous call they received." 

5. act out 

o Demonstrate something with gestures and actions. 

"The children acted out the scene in the classroom." 

6. act up 

o Cause pain or annoyance by functioning badly. 

Dad's poor knee is acting up again." 

7. add up 

o Make sense; seem reasonable. 

"She explained what happened but the details she gave just don't add up." 

8. adhere to 

o Support; follow; act in accordance with. 

"All contestants must adhere to the rules." 

9. advise against 
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o Recommend not to do something. 

The doctor advised him against carrying heavy loads. 

10. agree with 

o Have the same opinion as some else. 

"I agree with you. I think she deserves the award too." 

11. aim at 

o Direct towards a target. 

"The policeman aimed his gun at the hijacker." 

12. allow for 

o Take into consideration; include in a calculation. 

"It will take longer. You have to allow for heavy traffic at rush hour." 

"We must allow for food expenses too. Let's add 20€ per person." 

13. allude to 

o Mention or make reference to something in an indirect way. 

"I don't understand. What problem is she alluding to?" 

14. amount to 

o Reach; be equivalent to. 

"The total repair work will amount to 1200€. 

"His statement amounted to a confession." 

15. angle for 

o Try to obtain something by hinting or suggesting. 

"From the way he's speaking I suspect Tom is angling for a free ticket." 

16. answer back 
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o Reply rudely to someone in authority when you are expected to remain silent. 

"I'm your teacher. Don't answer back!” 

17. answer for 

o Be held responsible for something. 

"Normally parents have to answer for their children's behaviour." 

o Speak on behalf of someone. 

"I agree to your proposal, but I can't answer for my associate." 

18. answer to 

o Be responsible to/be controlled by (someone) 

"Who do you answer to in your job?" 

19. appeal to 

o Plead or make an earnest request. 

"The organisers appealed to the crowd to stay calm." 

o Be attractive or interesting. 

"The idea of camping in the woods doesn't appeal to me at all."  

20. apply for 

o Make a formal request for something (job, permit, loan, etc.) 

"When he saw the advertisement he decided to apply for the job." 

21. arrive at 

o Reach (an agreement, a decision, a conclusion) 

"It is hoped that they will arrive at an agreement at the end of the meeting." 

22. ask after 

o Enquire about someone's well-being. 

"My mother is always asking after you." 
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23. ask around 

o Mention it to people you see or meet. 

"I'll ask around and see if anyone has seen your cat." 

24. ask in 

o Invite someone to come inside. 

"I couldn't leave her standing outside in the cold so I asked her in." 

25. ask out 

o Invite someone to lunch, dinner, the cinema ... 

"John has asked Mary out several times." 

26. attest to 

o Prove to be true; bear witness to 

"The number of visitors attest to the popularity of the website." 

27. avail (oneself) of 

o Take advantage of something (an opportunity) 

"When the sales begin you should avail yourself of the opportunity and buy 

that coat." 

28. average out at 

o Result in an average (amount) 

"The price of lunch averages out at 10€ per person." 

 

ALPHABET ‘B’ 

1. back away 
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o Move backwards, in fear or dislike 

"When he saw the dog, he backed away." 

2. back down 

o Withdraw; concede defeat 

"Local authorities backed down on their plans to demolish the cinema." 

3. back down 

o Stop defending your opinion 

"Jenny never backs down. She loves debating and usually wins." 

4. back into 

o Reverse a vehicle into a space 

"Tom backed his car into a parking space." 

5. back into 

o Hit something when reversing a vehicle 

"Lisa backed into the fire hydrant that she couldn’t see in the rear view 

mirror." 

6. back off 

o Retreat; abandon an intention; become less aggressive 

"The thugs backed off when they saw the police." 

7. back onto 

o Reverse a vehicle onto something 

"Jack backed the van onto the gravel path." 

8. back onto 

o Overlook something from the back. 

"They have a beautiful house that backs onto the beach." 
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9. back out 

o Not keep a promise; decide not to do something agreed on 

"You promised to help. Please don't back out now!" 

10. back out of 

o Withdraw from an agreement 

"He backed out of the Paris agreement." 

11. back out of 

o Drive out of a place in reverse gear. 

"She backed the car out of the garage." 

12. back up 

o Give support or encouragement 

"If I tell the boss we've got too much work, will you back me up? " 

13. back up 

o Make a copy of (file, document, program...) for security purposes. 

"It is recommended to back up all files for safety." 

14. bail out 

o Pay money to secure someone's release from jail. 

"When he was arrested his family refused to bail him out." 

15. bail out 

o Rescue from financial difficulties. 

"The government bailed out the bank." 

16. band together 
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o Unite in a group. 

"Consumers banded together to protest against the measures." 

17. bank on 

o Base your hopes on something/someone. 

"Don't forget the date. I'm banking on your help." 

18. bargain for 

o Expect; be prepared for. 

"The interview was more difficult than he had bargained for." 

19. bear out 

o Confirm. 

"The other witnesses will bear out my testimony." 

20. bear with 

o Be patient. 

"Please bear with me please while I finish my explanation." 

21. beef up 

o Improve or make more substantial. 

"He beefed up his presentation with diagrams and statistics." 

22. black out 

o Faint; lose consciousness. 

"When he fell off the horse, he blacked out." 

23. block off 

o Separate using a barrier. 

"The area was blocked off during the demonstration." 
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24. blow up 

o Be destroyed by an explosion. 

"The car blew up but luckily there was nobody in it." 

25. bog down 

o Get caught up in something and be unable to make progress. 

"Try not to get bogged down with/in unimportant details." 

26. boil down to 

o Be reduced to the main reason or the essential part. 

"The problem boils down to a lack of money." 

27. boot up 

o Start a computer by loading an operating system or program. 

"Just give me a few minutes to boot up the computer." 

28. break away 

o Escape from captivity. 

"The horses were enclosed in a paddock but a few of them managed to break 

away." 

29. break away from 

o Leave and become independent. 

"He broke away from the organisation and set up his own agency." 

30. break down 

o Go out of order; stop functioning. 

"John's car broke down on the way to the airport." 

o Lose control of one's emotions. 

"The parents broke down when they heard the news." 
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31. break something down 

o Divide into smaller or simpler parts. 

"The lesson will be easier to learn if you break it down into small sections." 

32. break free 

o Detach from a physical hold. 

"He broke free from his attacker's grasp." 

33. break in/into 

o Enter by force in order to steal something. 

"I saw a man outside the shop trying to break in. 

"The burglars broke into the house around midnight." 

34. break in on 

o Interrupt unexpectedly. 

"An operator suddenly broke in on our telephone conversation." 

35. break off 

o Stop, discontinue. 

"It has been decided to break off diplomatic relations with that country." 

o Stop speaking. 

"She broke off in the middle of a sentence." 

36. break out 

o Start suddenly or erupt. 

"Rioting broke out as a result of the strike." 

"He was in such a nervous state that sweat started to break out on his 

forehead." 

37. break out of 
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o Escape from captivity by force. 

"Three prisoners broke out of the central prison last night." 

38. break through 

o Force a way through something. 

"The car broke through the barrier set up by the police." 

39. break up 

o Come to an end (marriage, a relationship ...). 

"After her marriage broke up, Caroline went to live in London." 

o Separate into small pieces. 

"Pablo had to use a fork to break up the soil." 

40. break with 

o Discontinue something or do something in a different way. 

"He broke with tradition and invented new methods." 

41. bring about 

o Cause something to happen. 

"The arrival of electricity in rural areas brought about a huge change." 

42. bring off 

o Succeed in doing something difficult. 

"You pretended to be a journalist and he believed you? I never thought 

you'd bring it off!" 

43. bring up 

o Raise (a child). 

"She stopped working for a few years in order to bring up her children." 
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o Mention something. 

"His friends knew he had lost his job but they decided not to bring up the 

subject." 

44. brush up on 

o Improve; refresh one's knowledge of something. 

Mary decided to brush up on her Spanish before going to South America." 

45. bump into 

o Meet by accident or unexpectedly. 

"Rafael bumped into his English teacher at the supermarket." 

46. burn out 

o Stop (something) working. 

"These electric bulbs seem to burn out more quickly than the old ones." 

"The lawn mower has broken down. I think the motor has burnt out." 

o Become exhausted from too much work or stress. 

"Tom will burn himself out if he doesn't slow down and stop working such 

long hours.. 

47. butt in (on) 

o Interrupt impolitely. 

"It's rude to butt in on a conversation." 

ALPHABET ‘C’ 

1. call after 

o Give a child the same name as someone else. 

"His name is Charles. He's called after his grandfather." 

2. call at 
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o Stop at a place briefly (harbour, port, station...) 

"The train calls at New bridge and Glenville on the way to the capital." 

3. call back 

o Return a phone call. 

"I'll call you back as soon as possible." 

4. call for 

o Go somewhere to get someone. 

"I'll call for you at 8 o'clock. Make sure you're ready!" 

o Demand that something be done. 

"The opposition has called for an investigation into the misuse of public 

funds." 

o Be required or necessary. 

"The job calls for excellent computer skills." 

o Be an appropriate occasion for something. 

"The happy announcement calls for champagne." 

5. call forth 

o Produce a reaction or result; evoke. 

"The politician's statement called forth a hostile reaction from the crowd." 

"That song calls forth sad memories." 

6. call in 

o Make a telephone call to a place. 

"Caroline called in to say that her plane had been delayed and that she would 

arrive late." 

o Ask someone to come and do a job. 

"The dishwasher has stopped working. I don't know whether to call in an 

electrician or a plumber." 
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7. call in (on) 

o Stop and pay a visit to someone. 

"I'm going to call in on my parents on my way home from work this evening." 

8. call off 

o Cancel. 

"The meeting was called off because of the strike." 

9. call on/upon 

o Formally request or invite. 

"I now call upon the President to address the assembly." 

10. call out 

o Shout something. 

"The  child disappeared from the playground. His mother called out his name 

but he didn't answer." 

11. call round 

o Go to a place to see someone. 

"The nurse said she would call round this afternoon to check on my mother." 

12. call up 

o Phone someone. 

"The secretary called up all the area managers to arrange a meeting." 

o Summon someone for military service. 

"My father was called up to active duty as soon as the war broke out." 

13. calm down 

o Become more relaxed or less angry/upset. 

"He was angry at first, but he eventually calmed down." 
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14. carry on 

o Continue. 

"Charlie carried on gardening in spite of the rain." 

15. carry out 

o Do something as specified (plan, order, threat...) 

"The plan was carried out to perfection." 

o Perform or conduct (test, experiment ...) 

"Tests are carried out to determine the efficiency of a new drug." 

16. carry over 

o Postpone until later. 

"As regards holidays, can we carry over days from one year to the next?" 

17. catch up on 

o Acquire information you have missed. 

"I must call my mother to catch up on the latest family events.” 

18. catch up with 

o Reach the same stage as someone else. 

"I've missed some classes so I'll have to work hard to catch up with the 

others." 

19. check in 

o Register at a hotel or an airport. 

"For security reasons, you have to check in two hours before your flight." 

20. check out 

o Pay one's bill and leave (a hotel) 

"Is Mr. Brown still at the hotel? No, he checked out this morning. 
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o Investigate or verify something. 

"I don't know if the address is still valid. I'll check it out. " 

21. cheer up 

o Put someone in a better mood. 

"I told her a joke to try and cheer her up. 

22. chip in 

o Contribute to or participate in something done by a group. 

"Bob has decided to retire and we're going to buy him a present. Do you want 

to chip in? " 

23. clam up 

o Refuse to speak. 

"When the police arrived, the boy clammed up." 

24. clamp down on 

o Act strictly to prevent something. 

"The government decided to clamp down on smoking in public areas. " 

25. close down 

o Stop operating (company, restaurant, cinema ...) 

"When the factory closed down, the employees lost their jobs." 

26. come about 

o Happen or occur. 

"How did such a complicated situation come about?" 

27. come across 

o Find by chance, encounter. 

"Julie came across some photographs of her grandparents in the attic." 
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o Appear, seem, and make an impression. 

"The candidate came across as a dynamic person during the interview." 

28. come along 

o Go somewhere with someone. 

"I wanted to watch the parade and Alex decided to come along with me." 

o Tell someone to hurry. 

"Come along Emily. You don't want to be late for school!" 

o Arrive, appear. 

"Tony needs a job. If an opportunity comes along he's determined to seize it." 

o Improve, develop or make progress. 

"How's your mother coming along since she broke her leg?" 

29. come apart 

o Separate into pieces. 

"I need to get my glasses repaired. They came apart when they fell off the 

table." 

30. come before 

o Be more important. 

"She always says that her family comes before her career." 

31. come by 

o To get, especially something that is difficult to obtain or find. 

"How did you come by such a beautiful location to build your house?" 

32. come down with 

o Become ill with. 

"The architect planned to attend the inauguration but unfortunately he came 

down with the flu yesterday." 
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33. come forward 

o Present oneself; volunteer. 

"The police have asked any witnesses to come forward. " 

34. come out 

o Become known. 

"The truth will come out sooner or later. It's just a matter of time." 

35. come to 

o Regain consciousness. 

"She fainted when the news was announced but she came to quite quickly." 

36. come to 

o Reach a total amount. 

"Let's see... two coffees and two orange juices, that comes to 7€ please." 

37. come up against 

o Be faced with or opposed by. 

"The plan to demolish the old theatre came up against a lot of criticism." 

38. come up with 

o Produce an idea or plan. 

"Sacha came up with a great idea for the party." 

39. come upon 

o Find or discover. 

"The police came upon a stock of firearms in a disused mine." 

40. conk out 
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o Stop working. 

"The car conked out on the motorway." 

o Fall asleep (from exhaustion). 

"He was so exhausted, he conked out in front of the television. " 

41. consist in 

o Have something as its principal or only feature. 

"The elegance of the building consists in its simplicity. " 

42. consist of 

o Be composed or made up of.  

"The jury consists of five members." 

43. count on 

o Rely or depend on. 

"I'm counting on the taxi driver to find the theatre." 

44. cross out 

o Remove by drawing a line through.  

"In some exercises you are asked to cross out the incorrect word." 

45. cut across/through 

o Go across to shorten one's route.  

"I usually cut across the park on my way to work." 

46. cut back 

o Reduce or decrease. 

"It was decided to cut back production." 

47. cut down 
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o Strike down, cut at the base. 

"A number of trees were cut down before the construction work started." 

o Kill or cause to die. 

"He was cut down by pneumonia." 

48. cut down on 

o Reduce in number or size.  

"The doctor told him to cut down on cigarettes." 

49. cut in 

o Interrupt somebody speaking.   

"During his presentation of the project a journalist cut in." 

50. cut off 

o Discontinue; interrupt. 

"The operator cut off our conversation before we had finished." 

o Be separated or isolated. 

"Our group was cut off from the others so we got lost!." 

51. cut out 

o Remove using scissors. 

"She cut out a picture of the actor in a magazine." 

o Stop doing something. 

"I'm going to cut out eating sweet food." 

 

ALPHABET 'D' 

1. Dead loss 

 - a complete loss. 
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Examples, 

* The books soiled in rain are a dead loss to us. 

* This business is a dead loss. 

2. Deal out 

 - to distribute. 

Examples, 

* Please deal out the cards properly. 

* The production company deal out the products to consumers directly. 

3. Doomsday 

 - for ever. 

Examples, 

* His habits are not going to change till doomsday. 

* You could wait till doomsday and he'd never show up. 

4. Down to the ground 

 - completely. 

Examples, 

* The house was burnt down to the ground. 

* It is not possible to do the work down to the ground. 

5. Drag in 

 - introduce. 

Examples, 

* The company is going to drag in a new brand of shoes in the market. 

* In that new film they are going to drag in a new actor as the central character. 



 

128 | P a g e  
 

6. Draw near 

 - approach. 

Examples, 

* My birthday is drawing near. 

* Shyam drawing near to Smitha very politely. 

7. Drop in 

 - to come casually. 

Examples, 

* please drop in when you are in the town. 

* You can drop in the celebration. 

 

ALPHABET 'E' 

1. Eat out 

 - to finish eatables; to encroach. 

Examples, 

* Let us eat out the breakfast. 

* Let your gossip not eat out my studies. 

2. Emerald type 

 - a small size of type. 

Examples, 

* This book is not intended to be printed in emerald type. 

* I can't see those emerald type letters. 

3. Enough and to spare 
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 - in sufficient quantity. 

Examples, 

* I have money enough and to spare. 

* Do they have food enough and to spare. 

4. Even on 

 - without intermission 

Examples, 

* He like to watch movies even on. 

* Even on he spoke for 2 hours. 

5. Ever so 

 - to any extent. 

Examples, 

* He will do for her anything ever so. 

* It's under your discretion you can do anything ever so. 

6. Every so often 

 - at intervals. 

Examples, 

* He rings to me every so often. 

* We used to met every so often to have a coffee. 

7. Evening star 

 - decline. 

Examples, 

* It is now the evening star of this good time. 
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* Not make a evening star in your life. 

 

ALPHABET 'F' 

1. Face the music 

 - to accept unpleasant consequences at their worst. 

Examples, 

* The smugglers must be put before law to face the music. 

* If you do wrong you must face the music. 

2. Fade away 

 - to disappear gradually. 

Examples, 

* Evils do not fade away. 

* The color will fade away if you put it in the sunlight everyday. 

3. Fall across 

 - to meet by chance. 

Examples, 

* I fell across an old friend on the road. 

* Yesterday Anitha fell across my teacher in the supermarket. 

4. Far cry 

 - a long distance. 

Examples, 

* Peace is a far cry from the cold war. 

* It seems a far cry from the desert to the destiny. 
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5. Flat out 

 - Full speed 

Examples, 

* Near examination the students study their books flat out. 

* He always took the class in flat out. 

6. Full fling 

 - at the utmost speed. 

Examples, 

* The boy ran at full fling. 

* We should write the exam at full fling. 

7. Fight back 

 - to defend oneself by fighting, to struggle to repress. 

Examples, 

* He tried to fight back his anger. 

* He fought back as he was attacked. 

Phrasal verbs for alphabet G 

1.Get along (with) 

Be on good terms; work well with. 

"I must say I get along (well) with my mother-in-law. 

2.get at 

Imply; insinuate. 

"I don't understand. What exactly are you trying to get at? 

3.get away 
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Escape. 

"According to the news report, the robbers got away in a black car." 

4.get by (on) 

Manage to cope or have enough to survive. 

" It's difficult to get by on a low salary." 

5.get down to 

*Start to actually do something.  

"That's enough chatting. It's time to get down to some serious work!" 

6.get into 

*Enter a place. 

"How did the burglar get in?" 

7.get off 

*Leave (bus, train, plane). 

"Your best option would be to get off the bus at Trafalgar Square." 

*Leave work (at the end of the day). 

"I'll pick you up after work. What time do you get off ?" 

*Remove something (clothes, stains). 

"I don't know how I'm going to get this stain off my dress!" 

8.get off with 

*Receive almost no punishment. 

"He was lucky. He got off with a small fine." 

9.get on 

*Board (bus, train, plane). 
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"You can pay when you get on the bus." 

10.get on with 

*Continue to do something ; make progress. 

"Be quiet and get on with your homework." 

11.get on (well) with 

*Have a good relationship with. 

"Do you get on well with your colleagues?" 

12.get out 

*Spend some free time out of the house. 

"Her husband is very ill so she doesn't get out much." 

*Leave or go away. 

"We don't want you here. Get out!" 

13.get out of 

*Leave a place. 

"The window was closed. How did he get out of the house?" 

*Avoid doing something. 

"Some husbands manage to get out of doing any housework." 

*Receive; learn; gain from something. 

"What are you hoping to get out of the seminar?" 

14.get over 

*Recover from (illness, disappointment). 

"Charlie had the 'flu but he got over it." 

15.get rid of 
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*Eliminate. 

"It's difficult to get rid of old habits." 

16.get round/around (to) 

*Finally do something. 

"He finally got round to tidying the garage." 

17.get together 

*Meet each other. 

"Let's get together for lunch one day next week." 

18.get up 

*Rise; leave bed. 

"Tony usually gets up at 7 o'clock." 

19.give away 

*Give something free of charge. 

"The artist gave away most of his paintings." 

*Reveal something. 

"The names of the witnesses will not be given away." 

20.give back 

*Return something to its owner. 

"He promised to give back the book he borrowed." 

21.give in 

*accept defeat; surrender 

"The authorities refused to give in to the demands of the population." 

22.give over! 
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*Stop doing something irritating 

"Give over complaining! It doesn't help at all!" 

23.give up 

*Stop doing something. 

Sarah gave up smoking five years ago. 

*Admit defeat; capitulate. 

Have you found the answer? No, I give up. 

24.gloss over 

*Treat something briefly (make it seem unimportant). 

"The director glossed over the recent drop in sales." 

25.go after 

*Pursue (an object or a goal).  

"She went after her dream and is now an actress." 

26.go along (with) 

*Agree with; accept.  

"Alex tends to go along with anything his wife says." 

27.go away 

*Leave a place. 

We decided to go away for a few days.  

*Disappear; fade. 

"I've washed it twice but the stain still hasn't gone away." 

28.go back 

*Return. 
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"Children go back to school after the holidays." 

29.go by 

*Pass. 

"A bus went by without stopping." 

"Time goes by so quickly!" 

30.go down 

*Decrease, reduce. 

"The price of property has gone down a bit." 

31.go down with 

*Become ill with an infectious disease. 

"The match will be difficult . Half of the team has gone down with the flu." 

32.go for 

*Try to gain or attain. 

“He trained hard and went for the gold medal.” 

 

Phrasal verbs Alphabet h 

1.hand back 

*Return. 

"She read the article and then handed it back." 

2.hand down 

*Pass on (by tradition, inheritance...). 

"My clothes were handed down to me by my older sister." 
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3.hand in 

*Submit (report, homework). 

"All application forms must be handed in before the end of the month." 

4.hand out 

*Distribute. 

"Samples will be handed out at the end of the demonstration." 

5.hand over 

*Give to someone in authority. 

"The boy was forced to hand over the mobile phone he had stolen." 

6.hang back 

*Be reluctant to do something. 

"All the children rushed towards the clown except one boy who hung back." 

7.hang on 

*Wait. 

“Hang on a minute. I’m nearly ready.” 

8.Hang on to 

*Keep a hold on something. 

“Be careful. Hang on to that rope and you’ll be ok. 

9.Hang out 

*Spend time in a particular place or with a group of friends. 

“Where does Danny hang out these days?” 

“Who does he hang out with?” 

10.hang up 
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*End a telephone conversation. 

“Please don’t hang up. I haven’t finished yet. 

11.Head off 

*Start to go somewhere. 

“The group of tourists headed off to the train station.” 

12.Head for 

*Go towards or move in a certain direction. 

“We all started to shout because the boat was heading for the rocks.” 

 

13.Hit at 

*Aim a blow at something. 

The customer hit at the wasp with a newspaper.” 

14.Hit back 

*Retaliate; reply to an attack. 

“When he was attacked, the boy hit back with all his strength.” 

15.Hit on/upon 

*Find unexpectedly or by inspiration. 

“As she watched the news she hit upon an idea for her new collection.” 

16.Hold off 

*Delay something until a later time. 

“Could you hold off your decision until after the meeting? 

17.Hold on 

*Wait for a short time. 
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“Hold on a moment please. I’ll put you through to Mr. Brown.” 

*Grip tightly. 

“She held on to the railing as she crossed the bridge.” 

18.Hold up 

*Show as a example. 

“The teacher held up the diagram for all to see.” 

19.Hook up 

*Fasten (a garment). 

“Can you help me to hook up my dress? It’s a bit complicated.” 

20.Hurry up 

*Be quick; act speedily. 

“Come on Harry. Hurry up! We’re going to miss the bus! 

 

PHRASAL VERBS Alphabet for I  

1.idle away 

*Waste time doing nothing much. 

"He idles away hours every day watching television." 

 

2.iron out 

*Resolve by discussion; eliminate differences. 

"The meeting tomorrow will be an opportunity to iron out difficulties." 

 

3.impose on/upon 
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*Ask too much of someone. 

"Is it alright if I stay? I don't want to impose upon your hospitality." 

 

4.improve on/upon 

*Make better. 

The runner trained regularly to improve on his previous performance. 

 

5.indulge in 

*Allow yourself to enjoy something. 

"I’ve been dieting all week but today I'm going to indulge in a dessert." 

 

6.insure against 

*Guarantee compensation for damage, injury, etc. 

"The passengers on the boat are all fully insured." 

 

7.invite out 

*Ask someone to join you for lunch, dinner, etc. 

"Harry invited her out for dinner." 

 

Phrasal verbs 

Alphabet 'J' 

1. Jew's eye 

  - something of very high value. 
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Examples 

* A job in the Customs is a Jew's eye. 

* Diamond is the Jew's eye among other gems. 

2. Jiggery-pokery 

  - trickery. 

Examples 

* People to-day make money by jiggery-pokery. 

* Tom Sauer is always jiggery-pokery to his aunt 

3. Jockey 

  - to deceive; cheat. 

Examples 

* It is unfair on his part to have jockeyed his brother in his business. 

* Don't trust him, he will jockeyed you. 

4. Jog trot  

  - a slow but regular walk. 

Examples 

* The police family is in the habit of having jog trot in the morning. 

* Sameera used to jog trot when she was in Hyderabad. 

5. Job's news 

  - bad news. 

Examples 

* The newspaper is full of job's news. 

* The situation is getting worse we must expect some job's news. 
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6. Jump at  

  - to accept with eagerness. 

Examples 

* Anybody will jump at the opportunity to make easy money. 

* Most of the children jump at attractive things. 

7. Jump upon 

  - to attack. 

Examples 

* The Chinese jumped upon Indians in 1962. 

* The teams are ready to jump upon. 

 

Alphabet 'K' 

1. Keck at 

  - reject. 

Examples 

* I cannot keck at my uncle's offer to join him as manager. 

* She simply keck at my proposal. 

2. Keen set 

  - hungry. 

Examples 

* I don't like people keen set at money. 

* He is always keen set to knowledge gaining. 

3. Keep on 
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  - continue. 

Examples 

* Please keep on with your work. 

* Even though failed in the game he keep on trying to win. 

4. Keep up 

  - restrain one's strength or spirit. 

Examples 

* The soldiers keep up on the road. 

* The car should be kept up. 

5. Knock down 

  - to fell with a blow. 

Examples 

* The tree was knocked down. 

* Jack knocked down during the match. 

6. Knock against 

  - to collide. 

Examples 

* The car knocked against the tree. 

* Renju knocked against with Radha. 

7. Know the ropes 

  - understand the details of procedure. 

Examples 

* Only the clerks know the ropes in administration. 
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* It seems difficult to know the ropes of the experiment. 

 

Alphabet 'L' 

1. Lack lustre 

  - dull 

Examples 

* Science is a lack lustre subject to many. 

* Your dress looks lack lustre. 

2. Lay bare 

  - disclose. 

Examples 

* Please lay bare all the pertinent facts. 

* Government officers must not lay bare the confidential matters. 

3. Lead off 

  - to begin something. 

Examples 

* Get rich quickly led off all kinds of corruption. 

* Entrepreneurs led off new inventions during lockdown. 

4. Level-headed 

  - clever. 

Examples 

* Be careful of the level-headed man. 

* The game can be win if you are level-headed. 
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5. Line of 

  - some idea or knowledge of. 

Examples 

* Can you give me a line of the coming budget? 

* This book give a line of Indian culture. 

6. Look out 

  - to be watchful. 

Examples 

* Look out lest you slip and fall. 

* Look out when you enter into the cave. 

7. Look to 

  - to take care of; demand on; expect. 

Examples 

* Please look to your interest. 

* He always look to the results. 

 

Phrasal verbs 

Alphabet 'M' 

1. Made ground 

  - ground formed by artificial fillings. 

Examples 

* Modern youth stand upon the made ground of education. 

* Most of the things in this world is made ground. 
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2. Make for 

  - set out for; seek to reach; to favour. 

Examples 

* After doing their day's work, they made for the airport. 

* They made for a trip to Goa. 

3. Make with 

  - to have to do with; interfere with. 

Examples 

* You have nothing to make with my books. 

* You should not make with my meetings. 

4. Might and main 

  - utmost strength. 

Examples 

* She fought with might and main against cancer. 

* She pushed the car with might and main. 

5. Money down 

  - money paid on the spot. 

Examples 

* For this book I want money down. 

* Gouri got money down for her services. 

6. Monkey tricks 

  - deceitful action. 

Examples 
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* His monkey tricks brought the whole family into trouble. 

* Please don't play any monkey tricks on me. 

7. Mother wit 

  - common sense 

Examples 

* Mother wit lacks in many young people. 

* He is a little boy but everything he done with mother wit. 

 

Alphabet 'N' 

1. Nail up 

  - close. 

Examples 

* The matter is nailed up once for all. 

* They nailed up with a car. 

2. Namby pamby 

  - feeble; sentimental; childish. 

Examples 

* Namby pamby youth do not go far in life. 

* I think she is namby pamby to everyone. 

3. Nay say 

  - a refusal. 

Examples 

* His answer to my request was nay say. 
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* They always nay say to every opportunity. 

4. Niddle-Noddle 

  - with nodding head. 

Examples 

* The principal was niddle-noddle. 

* The niddle-noddle man fails in life. 

5. Nip and tuck 

  - full speed. 

Examples 

* They ran nip and tuck to reach the destination. 

* He rode nip and tuck and won the race. 

6. Nook and corner 

  - everywhere. 

Examples 

* I looked for him in every nook and corner. 

* They collect all evidences from nook and corner. 

7. Now and again/ Now and then 

  - sometimes; from time to time. 

Examples 

* I go to cherayi beach now and again. 

* He sees me now and then. 

 

Alphabet 'O' 
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1. Odd means 

  - wrong means. 

Examples 

* I do not want to earn any money by odd means. 

* Life through odd means will not be enjoyable. 

2. Old hand 

  - an experienced performer. 

Examples 

* Old hands are usually indispensable. 

* They are not as much old hand like others. 

3. Open heart 

  - frankness. 

Examples 

* Will you please open your heart. 

* He is an open hearted person. 

4. Open question 

  - a matter undecided. 

Examples 

* India's next general election is still an open question. 

* Their marriage is an open question. 

5. Out of order 

  - improper; not working. 

Examples 
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* The car is out of order. 

* Sometimes my phone is out of order. 

6. Outs and ins  

  - secrets. 

Examples 

* I do not know outs and ins of even a little mouse. 

* Don't reveal the outs and ins. I trust you. 

7. Out upon 

  - shame upon. 

Examples 

* Out upon you! 

* You made out upon me. 

 

PHRASAL VERBS FOR ALPHABET P 

1.pass away 

*Die. 

"The old lady passed away peacefully." 

2.pass on 

*Transmit. 

"Don't forget to pass on the information to all the members." 

3.pass out 

*Faint; lose consciousness. 

"She passed out when she received confirmation that the plane had crashed." 
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4.pay back 

Reimburse. 

"I will lend you 20€ provided you pay me back before the end of the week. " 

5.phase in/out 

*Introduce or discontinue something gradually. 

"The government decided to phase in the new regulations." 

6.pick on 

*Choose someone to blame, punish, bully, etc. 

"The other children were always picking on Charlie because of his red hair." 

7.pick out 

*Select; choose. 

"Will you help me pick out a handbag to go with my outfit?" 

8.pick up 

*Learn. 

"Children are quick to pick up a new language." 

*Collect somebody/something; give someone a lift. 

"James is coming to pick me up at the station." 

9.play up 

*Cause pain or discomfort. 

"My stomach is starting to play up again after all that heavy food." 

*Emphasize the value or make something seem more important. 

"Donald always plays up his achievements." 

10.play down 
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*Minimize the value or make something appear less important. 

"The government tried to play down the gravity of the situation." 

11.pop across/over/down/out 

*Come or go quickly in the direction specified. 

"She popped over to the shop to buy a sandwich." 

12.pop in 

*Make a brief visit. 

"My daughter sometimes pops in for a cup of coffee." 

13.pop up 

*Arise, occur. 

"The question of security popped up during the meeting." 

14.pull in 

*Move to a designated place at the side of the road. 

"A police car signaled to me to pull in." 

15.pull off 

*Leave the road momentarily. 

"I was tired from driving so I pulled off for a rest and a cup of coffee." 

16.pull out 

*Move out from the roadside onto the road. 

"A motorbike suddenly pulled out in front of me." 

17.pull over 

*Move over to the side of the road. 

"She pulled over to make way for the ambulance." 
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18.pull up 

*Stop. 

"All vehicles must pull up at the traffic lights." 

19.pull through 

*Overcome difficulties or illness. 

"My grandmother caught pneumonia last winter but she pulled through." 

 

20.put away 

*Return something to the place where it is usually kept. 

"Please put away the dictionary when you've finished using it. 

21.put back 

*Replace, return to its proper place. 

"Please put the dictionary back on the shelf beside the others." 

22.put forward 

*Propose or recommend something. 

"The chairman put forward a proposal to move to bigger offices." 

23.put off 

*Postpone; delay; arrange a later date. 

"The meeting has been put off until next week because of the strike." 

24.put on 

*Turn on / switch on. 

Could you put on the light please? 

*Wear a garment or piece of clothing. 
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"You'd better put on your coat - it's cold outside today." 

25.put out 

*Extinguish. 

"It took the fire fighters a long time to put out the fire." 

26.put (yourself) out 

*Go to a lot of trouble; be inconvenienced. 

"Please don't put yourself out for us." 

27.put (something) out 

*Leave or place something outside the house. 

"Don't forget to put out the dustbin this evening". 

28.put through 

*Connect two people (on the phone). 

"Just a moment please. I'll put you through to Mr. Brown." 

29.put up 

*Erect, build. 

Danny put up a tent in the garden to keep the children happy." 

30.put (someone) up 

*Accommodate; give someone a bed 

"We can put you up if you'd like to come for the week-end." 

31.put up with 

*Tolerate. 

"I don't know how you can put up with the noise of all that traffic." 

32.. point out 
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*Indicate; direct attention to something. 

"My mother pointed out the house where she grew up." 

 

PHRASAL VERBS ALPHABET Q 

1.queue up  

*stand in line, form a line 

The pupils queued up before class. 

2.quiet down  

*be quiet, cause to be quiet  

Breastfeeding quieted the baby down instantly. 

3.quit on  

*stop working for  

My babysitter quit on me last nigh 

 

PHRASAL VERBS ALPHABET R 

1.rely on 

*Count on; depend on; trust 

Don't worry. You can rely on me. I can keep a secret. 

2.rig out (verb) 

*Dress or equip. 

"The old lady arrived all rigged out in her best clothes." 

3.ring back (also: call back) 

*Return a phone call. 
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"John rang this morning and asked if you could ring him back." 

4.ring off 

*End a phone call. 

"The caller gave his name and then rang off." 

5.rub out 

*Erase. 

Write it in pencil so that you can rub it out later if you want to change it. 

6.rule out 

*Eliminate. 

"The police are still investigating but they have ruled out political motives." 

7.run away 

*Escape from a place or suddenly leave. 

"He ran away from home at the age of fourteen." 

8.run about/around 

*Be busy doing many different things. 

"Julie has been running about/around all week getting ready for the wedding." 

9.run across 

*Run to the other side of something (a road, a bridge...). 

"The pickpocket ran across the road and jumped onto a bus." 

10.run after 

*Chase something. 

"Tom threw the ball along the beach and the dog ran after it." 

11.run into (also: bump into) 
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*Meet by accident or unexpectedly. 

"Sophie ran into Maria at the shopping Centre." 

12.run on 

*Continue without interruption. 

"We didn’t expect the chairman's speech to run on for so long.” 

13.run out 

*Expire, come to an end. 

"Let’s order now before the offer runs out.” 

14.run out of 

*Have no more of something. 

"What a nuisance! We've run out of coffee." 

15.run up 

*Accumulate a debt. 

"James ran up a large amount in hotel expenses at the trade fair." 

*Make something quickly. 

"My mother can run up a pair of curtains in no time.” 

16.run up against 

*Encounter difficulties or problems. 

The property developer ran up against strong local opposition. 

Phrasal verbs 

Alphabet 'S' 

1. Set sail 

  - set forth on a journey. 
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Examples 

* They set sail for UK 

* He set sail the mysterious island. 

2. Salt down 

  - preserve; lay by; store up. 

Examples 

* Let us salt down a thousand rupees against a rainy day. 

* Salt down the excess meat. 

3. Salt out 

  - shift. 

Examples 

* You cannot salt out truth from falsehood. 

* He always salt out the curtains in the stage. 

4. Scheme of colours  

  - plan for doing something. 

Examples 

* They have a scheme of colours for establishing a new factory at Rajasthan. 

* He have a scheme of colours to the poor. 

5. Scrape through 

  - carry out a task somehow. 

Examples 

* I must scape through this book to begin another. 

* He scrape through the most hardest level. 
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6. Sheep and goats 

  - good and bad. 

Examples 

* Sheep and goats always go to together. 

* Everyone must realize the sheep and goats in all matters. 

7. Shell out 

  - pay. 

Examples 

* Please shell out a hundred rupees. 

* Roshan always shell out for unnecessary items. 

Alphabet 'T' 

1. Tadpole and taper 

  - political hacks. 

Examples 

* There are many tadpoles and tapers in Parliament. 

* Politicians must know the tadpoles and tapers. 

2. Turn tail 

  - run away. 

Examples 

* The enemy turned tail from the scene of the battle. 

* After the final bell the students turn tail from the school. 

3. Take after 

  - resemble. 
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Examples 

* Gouri takes after her grandmother. 

* His house takes after Antila. 

4. Talk down 

  - to argue; to talk as to an inferior. 

Examples 

* Let us talk down the differences. 

* Please don't talk him down. 

5. Think over 

  - consider. 

Examples 

* I will think over the whole matter. 

* Please think over him to the session. 

6. Tittle-tattle 

  - gossip. 

Examples 

* Everybody is not fond of tittle-tattle. 

* His main hobby is tittle tattle others. 

7. Trot out 

  - produce for show. 

Examples 

* Please trot out the horse for sale. 

* She made the cake to trot out in the exhibition. 
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Alphabet 'U' 

1. Umpteenth times 

  - unlimited number of times. 

Examples 

* The Mughal Invaders attacked India umpteenth times until they won. 

* He made the same mistake umpteenth times. 

2. Unbearably hard 

  - very hard. 

Examples 

* Life today is getting unbearably hard. 

* The problem is unbearably hard to solve. 

3. Uncanny and eerie 

  - ghostly and ghastly. 

Examples 

* The atmosphere in a graveyard at night is uncanny and eerie. 

* The dream was really uncanny and eerie. 

4. Under cloud 

  - under suspicion. 

Examples 

* Old discredited leaders are under a cloud. 

* Everyone in that street are under cloud. 

5. Under the sun 



 

162 | P a g e  
 

  - anywhere. 

Examples 

* Even a beggar has some place under the sun to live. 

* She can go under the sun without any restrictions. 

6. Until and unless 

  - under condition. 

Examples 

* Until and unless you come, will not go. 

* You can't marry her until and unless have a job. 

7. Upper hand 

  - mastery. 

Examples 

* My wife has the upper hand in our house. 

* He is not well at studies but has the upper hand in dancing. 

 

Alphabet 'V' 

1. Vacant frivolities 

  - useless enjoyment. 

Examples 

* Stop indulging in vacant frivolities; if you want to rise in life. 

* Some people believed that festivals are vacant frivolities! 

2. Varnish the story 

  - make it more interesting. 



 

163 | P a g e  
 

Examples 

* Every writer varnishes the story. 

* Sheethal is an expert in varnishes the story of films! 

3. Vice versa 

  - the other way round. 

Examples 

* You may go there vice versa I shall come. 

* After Paddy harvest they cultivate pea crops in the field and vice versa. 

4. Vie with 

  - compete. 

Examples 

* Wealth vie with youth in romance. 

* The students vie with each other for top ranks. 

5. Visit with 

  - to be a guest with. 

Examples 

* He visited with a friend. 

* They visited with to my house yesterday. 

6. Vital air 

  - oxygen. 

Examples 

* Nobody can live without vital air. 

* He is struggling for vital air. 
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7. Vital spark 

  - principle of life. 

Examples 

* There is a vital spark in the universe. 

* The article is all about the vital spark. 

 

 

 

Phrasal verbs for alphabet w 

1.Wade in : 

 

1. Start something or get involved, often without thinking or to forcefully 

 

He just WADED IN without listening to what anyone had to say. 

 

2. Attack 

 

The hooligans WADED IN when they saw fans from the other team. 

 

 

2.Wade into : Become embroiled or involved in a situation, without thinking or planning 

usually 

 

They WADED INTO the negotiations and the deal collapsed. 

 

 

3.Wade through : Get to the end of something with difficulty 

 

It took me ages to WADE THROUGH the book. 
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4.Wait about : Wait somewhere doing nothing 

 

I WAITED ABOUT for an hour, but they didn't come. 

 

 

5.Wait around : Wait somewhere doing nothing 

 

They were just WAITING AROUND to see if anything was going to happen. 

 

 

6.Wait behind : Stay somewhere after other people have left 

 

I WAITED BEHIND to ask the lecturer a question. 

 

 

7.Wait in : Stay at home because someone is going to visit 

 

I WAITED IN for the guy to fix the TV. 

 

 

8.Wait on : 

 

1. Serve people in a restaurant 

 

They have two people WAITING ON each table. 

 

 

2. Sell goods in a shop 

 

He WAITS ON customers in an electronics store. 
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3. Provide someone with everything they need or want 

 

He has a butler who WAITS ON him. 

 

 

4. Wait for a result before being able to make a decision 

 

They're WAITING ON the results of the vote before taking a final decision. 

 

 

9.Wait out : Wait till something has finished, usually something unpleasant 

 

We'll have to WAIT OUT this uncertainty. 

 

 

10.Wait up : Not go to bed because you are waiting 

 

I was worried and WAITED UP until they got home safe and sound. 

 

 

11.Wait up! : Stop (imperative) 

 

Wait up! I need to talk to you. 

 

 

12.Wait upon : 

 

1. Provide someone with what they require 

 

They used to have servants WAITING UPON them. 

 

 

2. Wait for a result before being able to make a decision 
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They must WAIT UPON the outcome of the match before they know who they'll be playing. 

 

 

13.Wake up : Stop sleeping 

 

I WOKE UP at half past six this morning. 

 

 

14.Walk away from : Leave something you don't like 

 

You can't just WALK AWAY FROM your problems. 

 

 

15.Walk away with : Win easily 

 

She WALKED AWAY WITH the first prize. 

 

 

16.Walk in on : Enter somewhere unexpectedly and see something 

 

He WALKED IN ON them planning to sack him. 

 

 

17.Walk into : 

 

1. Get work without effort 

 

He WALKED INTO a great job straight after university. 

 

 

2. Be unaware of the presence of something and either enter it (a trap) or bump into it (an 

obstruction) 

 

You WALKED INTO that one [You became victim to a trap I set] or I WALKED INTO a 
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door and broke my nose. 

 

 

18.Walk off : Go for a walk to reduce the effects of an illness or bad feeling 

 

I tried to WALK OFF my hangover. 

 

 

19.Walk off with : 

 

1. Win easily 

 

He WALKED OFF WITH the award. 

 

 

2. Take something without permission or steal 

 

Someone WALKED OFF WITH my umbrella so I got soaked. 

 

 

20.Walk on : Continue walking 

 

I saw the accident but just WALKED ON as I didn't want to have to give a statement. 

 

 

21.Walk out : 

 

1. Leave work because of a dispute with the management 

 

The workers WALKED OUT because the felt that safety wasn't being handled correctly. 

 

 

2. Leave a place angrily or because you are not satisfied 
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The film was a bore so I WALKED OUT halfway through. 

 

 

22.Walk out on : Leave somebody angrily 

 

He WALKED OUT ON his wife last year. 

 

 

23.Walk up : Go to someone 

 

A man WALKED UP and asked me the time. 

 

 

24.Want out : Want to leave a relationship or arrangement 

 

Jackie wasn't happy with her marriage and WANTED OUT. 

 

 

25.Warm up : Do exercises before a sport 

 

The team WARMED UP half an hour before the volleyball match. 

 

 

26.Wash away : When floods or waves completely remove a structure, building, etc. 

 

The ice cream stall on the beach was WASHED AWAY in the storm last night. 

 

 

27.Wash down : Drink in order to swallow something solid 

 

I WASHED the antibiotics DOWN with a glass of water. 

 

 

28.Wash out : Rain so heavily that an event has to be cancelled 
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The rain WASHED OUT the championship final. 

 

 

29.Wash over : Suddenly experience a strong emotion 

 

He felt numb as grief WASHED OVER him. 

 

 

30.Wash up : 

 

1. Clean everything used to prepare food and eat it 

 

The children WASHED UP after lunch. 

 

 

2. When something in the sea or river is left on the shore or bank 

 

After the crash, several bodies WASHED UP on the beach. 

 

 

31.Watch out : Be careful (imperative) 

 

Watch out- there's ice on the road. 

 

 

32.Watch out for : Be careful of something 

 

WATCH OUT FOR bats in the caves; many have rabies. 

 

 

33.Watch over : Keep an eye on something or someone to check that there's no trouble 

 

The lecturer WATCHED OVER the students as they did the experiment. 
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34.Water down : Make something weaker and less effective 

 

The Freedom of Information Act was WATERED DOWN by the Government and didn't give 

ordinary people much access to official data files. 

 

 

35.Wean off : Slowly stop a dependency on something 

 

We will have to WEAN him OFF his obsession. 

 

 

36.Wear away : Erode, remove gradually 

 

The lawn has been WORN AWAY by people walking across it and it's just bare soil now 

with hardly a blade of grass. 

 

 

37.Wear down : Make something weaker 

 

The stress of my job is WEARING me DOWN. 

 

 

38.Wear off : Stop having an effect 

 

The anaesthetic WORE OFF and my tooth started hurting. 

 

 

39.Wear out : Use something until it stops working 

 

She played the video so many times that she WORE the tape OUT. 
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40.Weed out : Remove, get rid of 

 

The company WEEDED OUT the unsuccessful sales reps. 

 

 

41.Weigh in : 

 

1. Have a certain weight (in sports like boxing) 

 

The champion WEIGHED IN at 120 kilos. 

 

 

2. Enter an argument forcefully 

 

He disliked the plan and WEIGHED IN with some heavy criticism. 

 

 

42.Weigh up : Assess 

 

They WEIGHED the pros and cons UP carefully before deciding. 

 

 

43.While away : Spend time doing something because you have nothing better to do 

 

We WHILED a couple of hours AWAY playing computer games. 

 

 

44.Whip out : Remove quickly 

 

The police officer WHIPPED OUT her radio and called for back-up. 

 

 

45.Whip through : Do something quickly 
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She WHIPPED THROUGH the task. 

 

 

46.Whip up : 

 

1. Make food quickly 

 

We got back late and WHIPPED UP dinner. 

 

 

2. Mix liquid food quickly to make it thick and creamy 

 

I WHIPPED UP the egg whites. 

 

 

3. Make people feel more strongly about something 

 

The boss tried to WHIP UP some support for her new policies. 

 

 

47.Whisk away : Take to another place quickly 

 

The police WHISKED the minister AWAY when the trouble started. 

 

 

48.White out : Use correction fluid to cover a mistake in a written text 

 

Could you pass the Tippex? I need to WHITE this mistake OUT. 

 

 

49.Wig out : Become excited and lose control 

 

He WIGGED OUT when he heard that he had failed. 
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phrasal verbs for alphabet x 

1.x out  

*cross out, delete   

The writer x’ed the mistake out. 

 

 

 

Phrasal verbs for alphabet y 

 

1.Yack on : Talk continuously, especially if it is an annoying way 

 

He YACKED ON for an hour. 

 

 

2.Yammer on : Talk continuously, especially if it is an annoying way 

 

She YAMMERED ON for ages. 

 

 

3.Yield to : Surrender 

 

I tried hard to resist, but in the end I YIELDED TO temptation and ate it all. 

 

4.Zero in on : 

 

1. Direct or focus attention on 
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The police have ZEROED IN ON the man they believe to be responsible for the murder. 

 

 

2. Head for, move towards 

 

The hurricane is ZEROING IN ON Florida. 

 

 

5.Zero out : 

 

1. Cut off funding for a project 

 

The debt was ZEROED OUT by the department. 

 

 

2. Reduce to zero, cancel, and remove 

 

The entry was ZEROED OUT of the database. 

 

 

6.Zip around : Move quickly 

 

We ZIPPED AROUND the supermarket to get the shopping done. 

 

 

7.Zip by : Pass quickly 

 

The motorbike ZIPPED BY the cars stuck in the traffic jam. 

 

 

8.Zip up : Keep quiet 

 

He was being stupid in the meeting, so we told him to ZIP UP. 
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9.Zone in : Pay attention after not doing so 

 

I was bored at first but then ZONED IN when things started getting more interesting. 

 

 

20.Zone in on : Pay attention after not doing so 

 

I ZONED IN ON what they were saying when they started gossiping. 

 

 

21.Zone out : 

1. Not pay attention 

 

She ZONED OUT during the lecture because it was so boring. 

 

 

2. Dissociate yourself from a situation 

 

I put some ambient music on and ZONED OUT. 

 

 

22.Zonk out : Fall asleep 

 

I ZONKED OUT during the film and missed most of it. 

 

 

23.Zoom in : Focus more closely 

 

The camera ZOOMED IN to show people’s faces. 

 

 

24.Zoom in on : Focus more closely 

 



 

177 | P a g e  
 

The camera ZOOMED IN ON his face. 

 

 

25.Zoom off : Go somewhere quickly 

 

He rushed out of the building and ZOOMED OFF in his car. 

 

 

26.Zoom out : Focus less closely 

 

The camera ZOOMED OUT to show the entire crowd. 
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Para-jumble 

Para-jumbles are paragraphs which are in jumbled manner.(i.e.), sentences in the paragraph 

are not in the right order. For logically make sense rearrange the sentences in an order. 

 

Questions 

1. (A) For almost two months now, the struggle to cap the oil well and protect large sections 

of 

           the country's coastline from being devastated has been the top story in the news and 

the  

           major concern of the US administration. 

    (B)  At present, though, one finds little expression of this in the discussions around the oil 

spill. 

    (C)  In these months it has been realized that this is an environmental crisis of gigantic  

           proportions, and is purely man-made. 

    (D) Oil and water do not mix, as the Americans are being forced to accept with the tragic 

oil  

            spill from a British Petroleum oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico. 

    (E) Whether in the long-term this will compel Americans to think again about their 

           dependence on fossil fuels  and seriously embark down on the path of scaling it down 

           and encouraging alternatives remains to be seen, 

 

2. (A) There are some places that experience heavy rains throughout the year. 

    (B) So, the local administration should take steps to provide a proper drainage system to 

clear 

          stagnant water. 
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    (C) If water stagnates on the road sides, it leads to the spread of infectious diseases. 

    (D) Additionally, measures should be taken to spray disinfectants. 

    (E) In such places, people adapt themselves to moist weather. 

    (F) By taking such steps, spread of diseases can be checked. 

 

3. (A) Addiction to alcoholic drinks affects the social life of the people. 

    (B) Gradually drinking becomes a habit. 

    (C) The person becomes an addict 

    (D) When once it becomes a habit, it is difficult to give up. 

    (E) A person begins to drink just for the fun of it. 

    (F) If he doesn't have his bottle of drink just, he becomes restless. 

 

4. (A) Braille lost his eyesight accidentally as a child. 

    (B) In his days, the few books that were available for blind people were printed in raised 

type. 

    (C) After that he became a teacher. 

    (D) The letters used were those of the ordinary alphabet. 

    (E) Nevertheless, he was able to complete his education at a school for the blind in Paris. 

    (F) Braille's idea was to use raised dots instead of raised letters. 

 

5. (A) What are the strategies to strengthen reading an among early literates, school dropouts 

           and even adults? 

    (B) Normally, subtitles for film, say in Hindi, will be in some other languages, say English. 
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    (C) According to research survey, SLS "role of reading improvement that children may be  

          achieved through formal education." 

    (D) But SLS harps on the argument that since the film viewers are familiar with the script, 

they 

          can read the words in their favourite dialogues and films. 

    (E) One of the novel and effective strategies is Same Language Subtitles (SLS), which was 

          introduced in Ahmedabad in 1986. 

    (F) Since, a huge number of children and adults watch TV for entertainment even in the 

rural 

          areas of India, why not use this resource to get an educational benefit out of it? 

 

6. (A) Disappointment doesn't equal failure. 

    (B) When you feel disappointed, you can either seek comfort or seek solution. 

    (C) First, step back, stop what you're doing, and try to obtain some comfort but don't get 

          trapped into staying comfortable. 

    (D) The best approach includes some of both. 

    (E) Seen in a positive light, it can stimulate learning and growth. 

    (F) Having your wounds, prepare for another effort based on a new solution to the 

          problem. 

 

7. (A) Common people all over the world irrespective of 

    (B) and cleavages of religions, nations and economic interests 

    (C) the countries or religions to which they belong should 
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    (D) should create a world free of 

    (E) come together and transcending all the constraints 

    (F) conflict, insecurity, poverty and exploitation. 

 

8. (A) After several websites began 

    (B) it was only a matter of time 

    (C) before the lavish public celebration 

    (D) of traditional arranged marriages 

    (E) to feature matrimonial advertisements, 

    (F) should also become visible on the Internet. 

 

9. (A) Blaming modern medicine 

    (B) ignorance of the health indicators 

    (C) medicine to thrive is just 

    (D) for the failure of traditional 

    (E) of the nation after the 

    (F) advent of modern medicine. 

 

10. (A) It is desirable that 

      (B) and the global experience so that 

      (C) needful is done in rural areas and major 

      (D) lessons learnt from the past earthquakes  

      (E) earth scientists and engineers benefit from 
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      (F) urban cities of our countries. 

 

11. (A) while commercial exchanges 

      (B) seemed consigned to the wings, 

      (C) between India and the rest of the world 

      (D) cultural exchanges until later lately 

      (E) have been on the increase 

      (F) after a period of glory a decade and a half ago. 

 

12. (A) which is why we need to promptly stop the ring-fencing of petro-product sales, and  

             thoroughly open up retailing. 

       (B) in a liberalising economy it is sheer folly to provide sky-high protection for oil 

refining. 

       (C) besides, we do need proper price signals for everyday consumption, and fast. 

       (D) it would summarily distort investment decisions. 

 

13. (A) The system of nature set up by God already rest on the basis of peace. 

    (B) Peace is no external factors to be artificially imposed upon man. 

    (C) Peace is inherent in nature itself. 

    (D) if this system is not disrupted, it will continue to stay the course set for it by the 

Almighty. 
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14. (A) Private property rights alone enable the freedom of expression 

    (B) However, in reality, this is a completely meaningless right 

    (C) Where these rights are non-existent, or flouted by the authorities, the freedom of  

 expression disappears 

    (D) Journalists are the first to defend the freedom of expression 

 

15. (A) But as long as advertising achieves its objective it is effective. 

    (B) People classify advertising as good or bad depending on how it appeals to them. 

    (C) In the ultimate analysis there is only effective and ineffective advertising 

    (D) There is no such thing as good or bad advertising. 

 

16. (A) Drugs are big business after all. 

    (B) this is because pharmaceutical companies do not actively promote generic drugs. 

    (C) Several generic drugs are better than brand name drugs. 

    (D) Yet doctors largely prescribe brand name drugs. 

 

17. (A) That is what health is all about not lines and hospitals. 

    (B) on the contrary, it is concerned with the well being and ability to perform tasks in a 

vibrant 

          society. 

    (C) the word 'health' is often misunderstood and linked with hospitals and treatment by  

          medical doctors. 

    (D) after all, staying healthy is the most important thing. 
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18. (A) Geography has been a "very European" science from around 1500 to 1950, dubbed  

              "the Vasco da Gama era". 

    (B) The origins of modern geography are inextricably tied to the practice of exploration. 

    (C) Beginning with the 16th century, it was the European exploration of the non-European  

           world. 

    (D) Among all the social disciplines, none equals Geography in its imperialist hangover. 

 

19. (A) Now it is often lumped into a group called "General Studies". 

    (B) As children, we spent hours tracing maps, learning about strange places, peoples and 

           customs. 

    (C) No wonder, it has fallen on hard times 

    (D) Back in the 30s and 40s, Geography was a full-fledged subject in school. 

 

20. (A) Its Serb minority has been that forced it to swallow a peace agreement  

             that forces to remain part of Bosnia. 

    (B) There is also the danger of the NATO action destroying the fragile peace in Bosnia. 

    (C) But it could well precipitate an even larger disaster 

    (D) NATO has supposedly intervened in Kosovo to stop a disaster. 

 

21. (A) The fact of the matter is that Pakistan has certain deep- seated grudges against India. 

    (B) It has not got over the suspicion that India is not reconciled to the idea of Partition 

    (C) Pakistan has also not forgotten that India's army dealt a humiliating defeat to the 

Pakistan  
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           army is East Pakistan which lead to the formation of Bangladesh. 

    (D) The visit of Vajpayee to Minar-e-Pakistan in Lahore should help allay this suspicion     

 

22. (A) The increase in population, in fact, dilutes every improvement in India's national 

              development. 

    (B) If the population rise had been contained, the economic achievements would have  

          resulted in a significant development of our people. 

    (C) India's GDP grew at an average of 3.52% from 1950-51 to 1980-81. 

    (D) Our population went up to 2.15% a year, resulting in per capita GDP rise of only 

           1.37% a year.     

 

23. (A) They have also looked after the outcasts of society like lepers. 

    (B) Conversions apart, there is no denying that Christian missionaries have undertaken 

           enormous social work in tribal areas. 

    (C) They have taken basic services in such remote areas where even the government has          

yet to reach. 

    (D) In this regard, it is improper to drive them out resorting to violent means. 

 

24. (A)The boy was so scared that he reverted to his pre-Christian identity 

    (B) Two years ago, Chambra Soi and his sons were badly beaten up by the villagers. 

    (C) The boy refuses to divulge his name. 

    (D) But Eshwar is eager to provide the details. 
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25. (A) In the changing scenario of the rise of the regional power, support of these groups  

              is extremely important in coalition politics. 

    (B) States like Assam and Bihar which are rich in natural resources have remained poor 

           and backward. 

    (C) The regional parties will demand greater autonomy as a precondition for supporting 

           any government at the Centre. 

    (D) In many instances this apparent injustice has led to separatist movements 

 

26. (A) But in most other cases, the judiciary had the support of the common man 

    (B) While in some cases the judiciary did seem to go overboard the remarks by a judge 

           in the Rajan Pillai and the Kalpanath Rai cases 

    (C) They undoubtedly believed that no one could question them and when the courts 

           started putting pressure these complaints gained ground. 

    (D) If the courts tried to ensure some decency in public life, it was natural that politicians  

          would start complaining of judicial activism. 

 

27. (A) The official machinery for planning was confined State headquarters. 

    (B) The first step of decentralisation was taken in the light of the experiences 

         of the First Plan. 

    (C) In the First Plan detailed directives were issued for State plans at various levels 

          villages, towns and districts 

    (D) But these directives remained unimplemented as the proposed and regular association  

of the people could not be assured. 
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28. (A) The Indian woman wants 

    (B) in a male-dominated society 

    (C) as an equal partner 

    (D)  and this is not too much to demand 

    (E) her rightful place 

 

29. (A) Some of our social sciences 

    (B) that cannot be attacked by modern Society 

    (C) such as psychology and sociology 

    (D) seem to have become 

    (E) sacred cows 

 

30. (A) The future beckons to us. 

    (B) In fact, we have hard work ahead. 

    (C) Where do we go and what shall be our endeavour? 

    (D) We shall also have to fight and end poverty, ignorance and disease 

    (E) It will be to bring freedom and opportunity to the common man. 

 

31. (A) if there is a large problem that fits ESs, then perhaps this is the approach to be 

followed. 

    (B) many companies choose to build large systems which usually must be run on 

mainframe  computers. 

    (C) the benefits of large systems are that the saving can be large. 
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    (D) the downside to building large systems is that they require special programmers to 

build. 

 

32. (A) Reading books 

    (B) is a habit 

    (C) but also enlarges the mind 

    (D) because it not only increases knowledge 

    (E) which must be cultivated by everybody 

 

33. (A) In India, banking is the largest national instrument for socio-economic development 

    (B) The surest way to ensure that is to strengthen banks and professionalise their 

           managements. 

    (C) When banks fail, taking with them the money of depositors, confidence in the banking  

           sector slips and damages the investment climate. 

    (D) We need focussed and well-directed lending to agriculture and industry: banks 

          can and should play a crucial role in a growing economy 

 

34. (A)Today it is arguably the most backward and underdeveloped state. 

    (B) It gave the country leaders like Rajendra Prasad and Jayaprakash Narayan 

    (C) In the early years of independence, Bihar was one of the best-administered states 

    (D) Consistent neglect by the Centre in allocation of funds and policies skewed 

         against the state have been major reasons for its backwardness. 
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35. (A) The number of HIV-positive is increasing at an alarming rate. 

    (B) Even with crores being spent on AIDS awareness, programmes, we seem to be making  

           little headway. 

    (C) It is obvious that prevention and control strategies have been ineffective. 

    (D) According to reports, there are around 50 million HIV-positive in the world 

 

36. (A) It is the result of a long-drawn campaign by disabled rights activists. 

    (B) It is only because ofa sustained campaign and the judiciary's pressure that the 

          executive has finally given in. 

    (C) The move to open up non-technical A and B category posts in the civil service to  

           the disabled is commendable. 

    (D) The judiciary's stand in this regard has also been encouraging. 

 

37. (A) The Indian government's response to post-election Iraq shows a new flexibility and 

              vibrancy in our foreign policy. 

    (B) The way India deals with Iraq can be used as a benchmark for future foreign policy. 

    (C) An ability to react quickly is required today. 

    (D) As the geopolitical situation changes rapidly, India cannot afford to have a rigid 

          foreign policy. 

 

38. (A) The name malaria itself has its origin from mal air conveying 'foul air' 

    (B) In those days malaria was considered a mysterious scourge on mankind causing 
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          untold havoc over centuries 

    (C) No one knew its cause and how it spread. 

    (D) Rather, it was widely believed, the disease was transmitted through a foul, poisonous 

           gas known as Marsh Miasma. 

 

39. (A) And if one has more products one will have to forecast which market, which city, 

which shop and when they will need a particular brand and size. 

    (B) The focus of most CPG companies used to be first to get the manufacturing right. 

    (C) There are lots of issues around the supply chain management right. 

    (D) Once they achieve this they go for the distribution right.      

 

40. (A) It has been prone to systemic failure. 

    (B) If it has retained substantial strength in the tactical field, it is in spite of the slow 

moving system. 

    (C) this could be tolerated in the past but can catastrophic in a nuclear weapons 

environment. 

  (D) the Indian security system with its colonial structures is quite unsuited to manage the   

demands of defence in strategic and operational terms. 

 

Answers 

1. D, A, C, B, E 

2. A, E, C, B, D, F 

3. A, E, B, D, C, F 

4. A, E, C, B, D, F 
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5. A, E, C, D, B, F 

6. A, B, D, E, C, F 

7. A, C, E, B, D, F 

8. A, E, B, C, R, F 

9. A, D, C, B, E, F 

10. A, E, D, B, Q, F 

11. A, C, E, D, B, F 

12. B, D, C, A 

13. B, C, A, D 

14. D, B, A, C 

15. D, B, A, C 

16. C, D, B, A 

17. C, B, D, A 

18. D, A, B, C 

19. D, B, A, C 

20. D, C, B, A 

21. A, B, D, C 

22. A, B, C, D 

23. B, C, A, D 

24. C, D, B, A 

25. B, D, A, C 

26. D, C, B, A 

27. B, C, D, A 
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28. A, E, C, B, D 

29. A, C, D, E, B 

30. A, C, E, D, B 

31. B, C, A, D 

32. A, B, E, D, C 

33. A, D, B, C 

34. C, B, A, D 

35. B, A, D, C 

36. C, A, D, B 

37. A, D, C, B 

38. B, C, D, A 

39. B, D, C, A 

40. D, B, A, C 

 

1. What are Para jumbles? 

Para jumbles are jumbled paragraphs. Basically, you are given a paragraph - but the sentences 

are not in the right order. It's up to you to untie this knot and rearrange the sentences so that 

they logically make sense. 

 

EXERCISE 

# 1.  

S1: In nearly all human populations a majority of individuals can taste the artificially 

synthesized chemical phenylthiocarbamide (PTC). 
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P: This polymorphism is observed in non-human primates as well indicates a long 

evolutionary history which, although obviously not acting on PTC, might reflect evolutionary 

selection for taste discrimination of other. 

Q: More significant bitter substances, such as certain toxic plants. 

R: A somewhat more puzzling human polymorphism is the genetic variability in earwax, or 

cerumen, which is observed in two varieties 

S: However, the percentage varies dramatically--from as low as 60% in India to as high as 

95% in Africa. 

S6: Among European populations 90% of individuals have a sticky yellow variety rather than 

a dry, Gray one, whereas in northern China these numbers are approximately the reverse. 

a. QRPS 

b. PSRQ 

c. SPQR 

d. PQSR 

 

# 2.  

S1: “Reform” in America has been sterile because it can imagine no change except through 

the extension of this metaphor of a race, wider inclusion of competitors. 

P: “A piece of the action,” as it were, for the disenfranchised. 

Q: America seems not to honour the quiet work that achieves social interdependence and 

stability 

R: There is no attempt to call off the race. 

S: Since our only stability is change. 

S6: There is, in our legends, no heroism of the office clerk, no stable industrial work force of 

the people who actually make the system work. 
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a. PRSQb. PRQSc. RSQP d. RPSQ 

 

# 3. 

S1. Perhaps the least controversial assertion about the pterosaurs is that they were reptiles. 

P: The anatomy of their wings suggests that they did not evolve into the class of birds. 

Q: In pterosaurs a greatly elongated fourth finger of each forelimb supported a wing-like 

membrane 

R: Their skulls, pelvises, and hind feet are reptilian. 

S: The other fingers were short and reptilian, with sharp claws. 

S6: In birds the second finger is the principal strut of the wing, which consists primarily of 

feathers. 

a. QSPRb. RSPQc. RPQSd. PQRS 

 

# 4. 

S1: In the eighteenth century, Japan’s feudal overlords, from the shogun to the humblest 

samurai, found themselves under financial stress. 

P: Commercial efficiency, in turn, had put temptations in the way of buyers 

Q: In part, this stress can be attributed to the overlords’ failure to adjust to a rapidly 

expanding economy. 

R: Concentration of the samurai in castle-towns had acted as a stimulus to trade. 

S: But the stress was also due to factors beyond the overlords’ control 

S6: Since most samurai had been reduced to idleness by years of peace, encouraged to engage 

in scholarship and martial exercises or to perform administrative tasks that took little time, it 

is not surprising that their tastes and habits grew expensive. 
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a. RPQSb. QRPSc. PRSQd. QSRP 

 

# 5. 

S1: Most economists in the United States seem captivated by the spell of the free market. 

P: In fact, price-fixing is normal in all industrialized societies because the industrial system 

itself provides, as an effortless consequence of its own development, the price-fixing that it 

requires. 

Q: A price that is determined by the seller or, for that matter, established by anyone other 

than the aggregate of consumers seems pernicious. 

R: Accordingly, it requires a major act of will to think of price-fixing (the determination of 

prices by the seller) as both “normal” and having a valuable economic function. 

S: Consequently, nothing seems good or normal that does not accord with the requirements of 

the free market 

S6: Modern industrial planning requires and rewards great size. Hence, a comparatively small 

number of large firms will be competing for the same group of consumers. 

a. QSRPb. SQRPc. PRSQd. PQSR 

 

#6 

A. But in the industrial era destroying the enemy's productive capacity means bombing the 

factories which are located in the cities. 

B. So in the agrarian era, if you need to destroy the enemy's productive capacity, what you 

want to do is bum his fields, or if you're really vicious, salt them. 

C. Now in the information era, destroying the enemy's productive capacity means destroying 

the information infrastructure. 

D. How do you do battle with your enemy? 
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E. The idea is to destroy the enemy's productive capacity, and depending upon the economic 

foundation, that productive capacity is different in each case F. With regard to defence, the 

purpose of the military is to defend the nation and be prepared to do battle with its enemy. 

1. FDEBAC      2. FCABED      3. DEBACF      4. DFEBAC 

 

#7 

A. Although there are large regional variations, it is not infrequent to find a large number of 

people sitting here and there and doing nothing. 

B. Once in office, they receive friends and relatives who feel free to call any time without 

prior appointment. 

C. While working, one is struck by the slow and clumsy actions and reactions, indifferent 

attitudes, procedure rather than outcome orientation, and the lack of consideration for others. 

D. Even those who are employed often come late to the office and leave early unless they are 

forced to be punctual. 

E. Work is not intrinsically valued in India. 

F. Quite often people visit ailing friends and relatives or go out of their way to help them in 

their personal matters even during office hours. 

1. ECADBF      2. EADCFB      3. EADBFC      4. ABFCBE 

 

#8. 

A. Passivity is not, of course, universal. 

B. In areas where there are no lords or laws, or in frontier zones where all men go armed, the 

attitude of the peasantry may well be different. 

C. So indeed it may be on the fringe of the un-submissive. 

D. However, for most of the soil-bound peasants the problem is not whether to be normally 

passive or active, but when to pass from one state to another. 
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E. This depends on an assessment of the political situation. 

1. EDAC      2. CDABE      3. EDBAC      4. ABCDE 

 

#9 

1. If you are used to having your stimulation come in from outside, your mind never develops 

its own habits of thinking and reflecting 

2. Marx thought that religion was the opiate, because its soothed people's pain and suffering 

and prevented them from rising in rebellion 

3. If Karl Marx was alive today, he would say that television is the opiate of the people. 

4. Television and similar entertainments are even more of an opiate because of their addictive 

tendencies. 

A. 2134      B. 1423      C. 2431      D. 3241 

 

#10 

1. Then two astronomers—the German, Johannes Kepler, and the Italian, Galileo Galilei-

started publicly to support the Copernican theory, despite the fact that the orbits it predicted 

did not quite match the ones observed. 

2. His idea was that the sun was stationary at the centre and that the earth and the planets 

move in circular orbits around the sun. 

3. A simple model was proposed in 1514 by a Polish priest, Nicholas Copernicus. 

4. Nearly a century passed before this idea was taken seriously. 

A. 3421      B. 3241      C. 2314      D. 3142 

 

#11 

Duryodhana was a wicked prince. 
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P - One day Bhima made Duryodhana fall from a tree from which Duryodhana was stealing 

fruits. 

Q - He did not like that Pandeva’s should be loved and respected by the people of Hastinapur. 

R - Duryodhana specially hated Bhima. 

S - Among the Pandeva’s, Bhima was extraordinarily strong and powerful. 

T - This enraged Duryodhana so much that he began think of removing Bhima from his way. 

OPTIONS: 

(a) PSQTR (b) QTPRS 

(c) QSRPT    (d) PSRQT 

 

#12 

A. famous Japanese rock garden is at Ryoan-Ji in Northwest Kyoto, Japan. 

B.The rocks of various sizes are arranged on small white pebbles in five groups, each 

comprising five, two, three, two, & three rocks. 

C.The garden is 30 meters long from East to West & 10 meters from north to south. 

D.The garden contains 15 rocks arranged on the surface of white pebbles in such a manner 

that visitors can see only 14 of them at once from whichever angle the garden is viewed. 

E.There are no trees, just 15 irregularly shaped rocks of varying sizes, some arranged by 

gravel/sand that is raked everyday. 

A.ACEBDB.CAEDBC.DEABCD.BADEC 

 

#13 

1). The potential exchanges between the officials of IBBF and the Maharashtra Body-

Building Association has all the trappings of a drama we are accustomed to. 
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2). In the case of sports persons, there is room for some sympathy, but the apathy of the 

administrators, which has even led to sanctions from international bodies, is unpardonable. 

3). A case in the point is the hefty penalty of US $10,000 slapped on the Indian Body-

Building Federation for not fulfilling its commitment for holding the Asian Championships in 

Mumbai in October. 

4). It is a matter of deep regret and concern that the sports administrators often cause more 

harm to the image of the country than sportsmen and sportswomen do through their dismal 

performances. 

A.3124   B.4231   C.4123    D.3421 

 

#14 

1). Over the years, I have had the opportunities to observe and understand the thought 

processes behind the ads that have been flooding both the print and the TV media. 

2). Although there is a huge shift in the quality of ads that we come across on a daily basis-- 

thanks essentially to improvement in technology--I somehow can't help but feel that the 

quality of communication of the message has become diluted. 

3). Proportionally, the number of ads that lack in quality, have gone up exponentially as 

well!! 

4). There is an increasing attempt by most companies to be seen as cool and funky. 

5). Another reason could be the burgeoning number of companies, which means an 

exponential increase in the number of ads that are being made. 

A.43125 B.43512 C.12453 D.21435 

 

#15 

1). His political career came to an abrupt end with China's military operation. 

2). He attracted as as repelled. 
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3). He was responsible for the debacle. 

4). A man of paradoxes, Menon remained an enigma 

A.4312 B.1342 C.4213 D.4132 

 

#16 

1). Thus, begins the search for relief: painkillers, ice, yoga, herbs, even surgery 

2). Most computer users develop disorders because they ignore warnings like tingling fingers, 

a numb hand or a sore shoulder 

3). They keep pointing and dragging until tendons chafe and scar tissue forms, along with bad 

habits that are almost impossible to change 

4). But cures are elusive, because repetitive street injuries present a bag of ills that often defy 

easy diagnosis. 

A.2413 B.2143 C.2314D.1234 

 

#17 

1). Let us take a look at the manner in which the traditional bank adds value to the customer. 

2). The ability to retain deposits, in itself, is not enough to ensure long-term survival and 

growth. 

3). The ability to deploy invested funds into productive economic activity at a higher rate of 

return, hence contributing to the prosperity of both the economy and the institution, is the 

other loop in the banking cycle. 

4). Further, as only a small portion of the actual deposit base is retained with the bank in a 

liquid form, the very survival of the bank lies in building enough trust with its clientele so as 

to prevent the occurrence of a sizeable chunk of simultaneous customer withdrawal (a run on 

the bank). 
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5). The bank's basic job is risk absorption- it takes money, which has a lot of attached risk, 

and provides the customer an assured rate of return. 

A.3142 B.51234 C.24153 D.15423 

 

#18 

1). What came out was very large garland made out of currency notes. 

2). The unsuspecting governor opened the box in full view of the gathering 

3). When the RBI governor came to inaugurate the new printing press, the local unit of the 

BJP handed him a gift-wrapped box 

4). There was a twist – the notes were all as tattered as notes could get 

A.4132 B.3124 C.3214 D.4312 

 

#19 

1). Otherwise, the Congress would not have opposed PSU disinvestment today. 

2). It is clear that there is not consensus on economic reform. 

3). Nor would allies of ruling NDA opposes privatisation. 

4). All this would stop India from becoming the next superpower. 

A.2134 B.1243 C.1234 D.2314 

 

#20 

1). I suggested that Ford should buy up a company called NCP, which owned most of the car 

parks in the city centres throughout the UK. 

2). We were discussing competing in the European market. 
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3). If NCP became a Ford company, a notice could be placed at the entrance to all city centres 

car parks indicating that only Ford cars could use them 

4). At one time I was giving a seminar for the British marketing department of Ford, the 

biggest Ford operation outside of Detroit. 

A.2134*B.4213C.2431D.2314 

 

#21 

1). By the time he got to Liefling four years later, he had learned many lessons, in fact, he 

began his second stint as top dog by calling the entire company together in a hanger and 

asking for help, a far cry from his barking out commands just 48 months back. 

2). At SAS, he arrived at a time crisis. 

3). This book is chock-a-block full of intrusive stories and practical advice, describing 

Carton’s activities at Vigneron (where he assumed his first presidency at age 32), Liefling, 

and SAS in particular. 

4). He began at Vigneron as an order giver, not a listener – neither to his people nor to his 

customers and made every mistake in the book. 

A.2143B.2134C.3214*D.3412 

 

#22 

2:  Commercially reared chicken can be unusually aggressive, and are often kept in darkened 

sheds to prevent them from pecking at each other. 

A. The birds spent far more of their time — up to a third — pecking at the inanimate objects 

in the pens, in contrast to birds in other pens which spent a lot of time attacking others. 

B. In low light conditions, they behave less belligerently but are more prone to ophthalmic 

disorders and respiratory problems. 
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C. In an experiment, aggressive head-pecking was all but eliminated among birds in the 

enriched environment. 

D. Altering the birds’ environment, by adding bales of wood-shavings to their pens, can work 

wonders. 

6. Bales could diminish aggressiveness and reduce injuries; they might even improve 

productivity since a happy chicken is a productive chicken. 

A) DCAB                  B) CDBA                      C) DBAC                   * D) BDCA   

 

#23 

A. By reasoning, we mean the mental process of drawing an inference from two or more 

statements or going from the inference to the statements, which yield that inference. 

B. So logical reasoning covers those types of questions, which imply drawing an inference 

from the problems. 

C. Logic means if we take its original meaning, the science of valid reasoning. 

D. Clearly, for understanding arguments and for drawing the inference correctly, it is 

necessary that we should understand the statements first. 

A) ACBD                      * B) CABD                 C) ABCD                  D) DBCA    

 

#24 

A. If you are used to having your stimulation come in from outside, your mind never 

develops its own habits of thinking and reflecting. 

B. Marx thought that religion was the opiate because its soothed people’s pain and suffering 

and prevented them from rising in rebellion. 

C. If Karl Marx was alive today, he would say that television is the opiate of the people. 

D. Television and similar entertainments are even more of an opiate because of their 

addictive tendencies. 
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(a) BACD (b) ADBC (c) BCDA *(d) CBDA 

 

#25 

These enormous “rivers” – quite inconstant, sometimes shifting, often branching and eddying 

in manners that defy explanation and prediction – occasionally cause disastrous results. 

A. One example is El Nino, the periodic catastrophe that plagues the West Coast of America. 

B. It is rich in life. 

C. This coast is normally caressed by the cold, rich Humboldt Current. 

D. Usually, the Humboldt hugs the shore and extends 200 to 300 miles out to sea. 

5. It fosters the largest commercial fishery in the world and is the home of one of the 

mightiest game fish on record, the black marlin. 

A) ABCD                  B) DCAB                * C) ACDB                     C) CBAD 

 

#26 

A. People can get infected by handling reptiles and then touching their mouths or an open cut. 

B. At first, they look the perfect pets: exotic, quiet and tidy. 

C. A study estimates that in 1995, there were as many as 6,700 reptile-caused salmonella 

infections. 

D. But lizards and other pets can harbour a salmonella bacterium that makes people sick. 

A) BCAD                   B) BCDA                        C) ACDB                    * D) BDCA 

 

#27 

A: Only natural dyes are used in Kalamkari and it involves several steps. 

B: There are two distinctive styles of Kalamkari in India. 
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C: They are the Sri kalamata style and the Machilipatnam style. 

D: Kalamkari is a type of hand-painted or block-printed cotton textile, produced in the Indian 

States of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

1.CBDA*2. DABC3.ACBD4.DCBA 

 

#28 

Michael Hoffman, a poet and translator, accepts this sorry fact without approval or complaint. 

But thanklessness and impossibility do not daunt him. 

He acknowledges too “in fact he returns to the point often” that best translators of poetry 

always fail at some level. 

Hoffman feels passionately about his work, and this is clear from his writings. 

In terms of the gap between worth and rewards, translators come somewhere near nurses and 

street-cleaners. 

1. EACDB  2. ADEBC  3. EACBD  4. DCEAB 

 

#29 

A. Miss Sullivan arrived at the Keller home when Helen was seven. 

B. The deaf and blind Helen learned to communicate verbally. 

C. But, eventually, Miss Sullivan's effort was rewarded. 

D. Before Helen Keller was two years old, she lost her sight and her hearing. 

E. Miss Sullivan worked closely with Helen, her new student. 

F. At times the teacher became frustrated. 

1. DEFACB2. DAEFCB3. ACFDEB4. CFDABE5. FDACEB 
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#30 

There is that the woman is a kitchen-maid and (P) / the traditional belief (Q) / an instrument 

of man's pleasure (B) / a child-bearing machine (S). 

The proper sequence should be: 

1. QPSR 

2. RQPS 

3. QSPR 

4. RSPR 

 

#31 

The rapid endangerment and death of many minority languages not only among logistics and 

anthropologists (P) / with issues of cultural identity (Q) / is a matter of widespread concern 

(R) / but among all concerned (S). 

The proper sequence should be: 

1. PSRQ 

2. RQPS 

3. RPSQ 

4. QRPS 

 

#32 

In each of the following items some parts have been jumbled up. You are required to re-

arrange- these parts which are labelled P, Q, R, and S to produce the correct sentence. Choose 

the proper sequence and mark in your Answer Sheet accordingly. 

Violence even before she is born (P) / and can happen throughout a woman's life (Q) / against 

women (R) / takes many forms (S). 
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The proper sequence should be: 

1. RPSQ 

2.PQSR 

3.RSQP 

4.SQRP 

 

#33 

I saw two roads covered with the yellow (P) / directions in a forest (Q) / branching in two 

different (R) / leaves of autumn (S). 

The proper sequence should be: 

PQRS 

 PQSR 

 PRSQ 

 PSRQ 

 

#34 

It is a process of global production in so far so it (p) / well-accepted fact that (Q) / brings 

together the various factors of production (R) / international transportation is crucial to the 

whole (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

QSPR 

 PRQS 

 QRPS 

 PSQR 
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#35 

With the new Bill in the Parliament (P) / experts are expected (Q) the passage of (R)to get a 

fill up (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

QSRP 

 RPQS 

 QPRS 

 RSQP 

 

#36 

Strong the making to curb the (P) / in various government departments (Q) / practices of 

nepotism (R) / measures are in (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

RPSQ 

 SQRP 

 RQSP 

 SPRQ 

 

#37 

The plucked-up courage to (P) / to reflect global realities (Q) / government has at last (R) / 

increase domestic fuel prices (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

 RSPQ 

 QPSR 
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 PRSQ 

 QSPR 

 

#38 

The supreme excellence (P) / of your enemies without even (Q) I having to fight them (R) / is 

to subdue the armies (s). 

The correct sequence should be: 

PSQR 

 QRPS 

 PRQS 

 QSPR 

 

#39 

Those granted upon easier terms (P) I commonly spend life in one pursuit (Q) / for excellence 

is not often (R) / who attain any excellence (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

RPSQ 

 SQRP 

 RQSP 

 SPRQ 

 

#40 
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The bulk of People for enforcement of law and order (P) / remain generally passive spectators 

(Q) / of the war between terrorists and the state organs (R) / though peaceful and well 

intention-ed (S). 

The correct sequence should be: 

SQRP 

 PRQS 

 SRQP 

 PQRS 

 

Answers 

1. c. SPQR 2. a. PRSQ 3. c. RPQS 4. d. QSRP 5. b. SQRP 6.1. FDEBAC  

7. 3. EADBFC      8. 4. ABCDE 9. D. 3241 10. A. 3421      11. c. QSRPT        

12. A. ACEBD 13.B.4231 14. C.12453 15. C.4213 16.C.2314    

17.D.1542318. C.3214 19. A.2134 20. B.4213   21. D.3412 22.D) BDCA  23. 

B) CABD  

24. (d) CBDA 25. C) ACDB  26. D) BDCA   27. 2. DABC 28.3. EACBD 29.2. DAEFCB 

30. QPSR 31.1. PSRQ 32.1. RPSQ 33. PSRQ 34. QSPR 35.RPQS  

36. SPRQ 37. PRSQ 38. PSQR 39. SQRP 40. SQRP 

 

50 QUESTIONS ON PARA-JUMBLE 

Directions (Qs.1-5): In the question, six statements are given, out of which the 1st 

statement 

(1) is fixed and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the remaining 

statements in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 
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1. In a bid to increase its market share in India’s payments market, Google has rebranded  app 

Google Tez into Google Pay. 

P. The only bottleneck which needs to be addressed is the hawkish stance of RBI against 

allthe digital payments banks. 

Q. In the coming weeks, these customers will be able to use Google Pay to take out a 

customised loan amount from their banks, with minimal paperwork. 

R. At its annual event Google for India, the tech giant announced its partnership with 

privatebanks to facilitate pre-approved loans instantly. 

S. Using this app, customers will soon be able to get loans from HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 

Federal Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank. 

T. After they accept the bank’s terms, the money is deposited securely and instantly by , into 

their bank account. 

Question 1 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SECOND 

sentenceafterrearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) R 

c) S 

d) T 

e) P 

Ans:(b) 

 

Question 2 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the THIRD sentence 

afterrearrangement? 
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a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 3 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence 

afterrearrangement? 

a) P 

b) R 

c) Q 

d) T 

e) S 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 4 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence 

afterrearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) R 
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d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: (e) 

 

Question 5 

Given that (1) is the first sentence, which of the following will be the SIXTH sentence 

afterrearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) T 

d) Q 

e) R 

Ans: (a) 

 

Common solution (Qs. 1-5): RSQTP is the final order of the remaining statements. (1) begins 

the passage by introducing the subject that has been discussed in the paragraph- Google’s 

Digital Payments App. R follows (1) as it takes the paragraph forward by introducing 

newfeatures of the App and talks about the partnership with private banks. S will follow R as 

ittalks about the various banks that customers can get these loans from. Q follows S, 

itcontains the pronoun THESE which is used to refer to the customers which have 

beenmentioned earlier. T follows Q as it talks about the next step that occurs once the loan 

isprocessed. P concludes the paragraph by telling us about the RBI and that it may affect 

Google’s initiative. 
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Directions (Q.6): In the given question, a sentence has been broken into four parts and 

theparts are jumbled. Choose the option which provides the correct way to re-arrange 

the partsto form a grammatically and contextually meaningful sentence. If all the parts 

arecorrectlyplaced, mark E as your answer. 

 

Question 6 

of the world’s population (A)/ children constitute a third (B)/ but account for more (C)/ than 

50% of refugees (D) 

a) ACDB 

b) BACD 

c) BDAC 

d) DACB 

e) No rearrangement required 

Ans: (b) 

Solution: B begins the sentence by establishing the subject - children. A follows by telling 

usthe percent of the world’s population that children constitute. C continues by taking 

forward the sentence and giving the second clause. D concludes this clause, and by extension, 

thesentence, by telling us that they account for more than 50% of refugees. Thus, BACD is 

thefinal order. 

Directions (Q.7): In the given question, a sentence is given, divided into parts which 

whenrearranged will form a logical and a coherent sentence. One of the parts does not 

belong tothe sentence. Identify the part that does not belong to the sentence and 

rearrange theremaining parts to form a meaningful sentence. Choose the option that 

represents the correctarrangement and mark the option accordingly. 
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Question 7 

for all citizens of the world (A)/ to add moral authority to (B)/ the time has come to 

demand(C)/ urgent and immediate intervention (D)/ who believe in basic humanity (E) 

a) ADCE 

b) BADC 

c) CADB 

d) AECD 

e) DECA 

Ans: (d) 

Solution: AECD is the final order, and B is the odd part. A begins the sentence by 

establishingthe subject - all citizens of the world. E follows by singling out a specific group 

of citizens whobelieve in basic humanity. CD together tell us what these citizens should 

demand at this time. 

B is the odd part as it talks about moral authority, but ends with the preposition TO, which, 

means that the next half should tell us the object or idea to which moral authority is to 

beadded. None of the other parts can link themselves with B. 

 

Directions (Qs. 8-12): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly 

sequenced,form a coherent paragraph. Arrange the sentences in the correct sequence, 

and answer thequestions that follow. 

P. So are large parts of Europe. 

Q. The other big emerging market, India, too is wrestling with a huge debt overhang. 

R. China faces the problem of a large expansion in credit which has sustained growth in 

recent years. 

S. Excessive debt in many parts of the world could undermine the IMF’s upbeat forecasts. 
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T. The threat of protectionism and anti-globalisation sentiments in the U.S. and Europe 

posebiggerrisks than many of these factors. 

 

Question 8 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 9 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) Q 

c) P 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 10 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 
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a) Q 

b) S 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 11 

Which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (e) 

 

Question 12 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) P 

e) T 
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Ans: (b) 

Common solution (Qs. 8-12): RQPST is the final order. R begins the passage by telling 

usabout China, and how it is facing the problem of a large expansion in credit. Q continues 

bycomparing this with India’s state of affairs, which is also facing a debt overhang. P follows 

bycomparing both these countries with those of Europe, and telling us how the situation is 

notdifferent there either. S follows by telling us what the effect of this excessive debt would 

be. Tconcludes the passage by referring to these factors and telling us how they are smaller 

thancertain other threats in the US and Europe. 

 

Directions (Qs.13-17): A set of sentences is given below, which when properly 

sequenced,form a coherent paragraph. Sentence 1 is given as the first sentence in the 

set. Arrange the remaining sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions 

that follow. 

1. Oil is of course only one commodity in a long-standing Indo-Iranian trade relationship. 

P. Iran buys basmati rice and sugar from India, as well as various agrochemicals and 

petroleum products. 

Q. In addition to this deal, India and Iran have reached agreement on the expansion of several 

industrial facilities at the port of Chabahar; the work is to be undertaken mainly byIndian 

entities. 

R. Substantial expansions in the volume of this business are also likely, despite earlier 

tensions over delayed Indian payments for oil. 

S. Another substantial deal is the one under preparation for India to have operating rights 

inthe Farzad B gas field, which lies within Iranian waters in the Persian Gulf. 

T. The Indian government has taken steps to reassure Indian insurers in the public and private 

sectors, as well as banks, over the risks they might take in handling Iranian money while the 

U.S. sanctions regime remains in force. 
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Question 13 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

SECONDsentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (a) 

 

Question 14 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

THIRDsentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 

b) P 

c) R 

d) S 

e) T 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 15 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FOURTHsentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 
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b) T 

c) R 

d) S 

e) P 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 16 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FIFTHsentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) P 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 17 

Given that 1 is the first sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

SIXTH(LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 
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e) P 

Ans: e 

Common solution (Qs. 13-17): 1PRSQT is the final order. 1 begins the passage by telling us 

how oil is just one of the commodities in the trade relationship between India and Iran. P 

follows by giving us the other commodities traded as part of this relationship. R continues 

bytelling us about a possible increase in the volume of this business. S follows by giving us 

another substantial deal between the two countries. Q must follow S, as it refers to this 

dealand tells us of agreements reached in addition to it. T must conclude the passage as it 

doesnot talk of any deal or agreement; rather, it talks about the advice given by the 

Indiangovernment to the banks and public and private sectors. 

 

Directions (Qs. 18-22): A set of sentences is given, which when properly sequenced, form 

acoherent paragraph. Sentence 6 is given as the last sentence in the set. Arrange 

theremaining sentences in the correct sequence, and answer the questions that follow. 

P. In the age of satellites, measurements are no longer made from below but above. 

Q. An expedition, in 1999, that measured Mount Everest using a GPS receiver found that 

itwas 10 metres higher. 

R. Maps, with their MSL (mean sea level) markings, bear the stamp of this tradition. 

S. Mount Everest, for instance, is 8,848 metres when measured from the surface of the seabut 

may have a different value if measured from the ocean floor. 

T. For a long time, a place’s height has been measured with reference to the surrounding sea. 

6. Not only does that make your climb higher but several measurements of dams and 

skyscrapers are affected depending on whether they are computed by traditionalsurveying 

orsatellites. 
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Question 18 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FIRSTsentence after rearrangement? 

a) T 

b) Q 

c) S 

d) R 

e) P 

Ans: (a) 

 

Question 19 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

THIRDsentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) T 

d) R 

e) P 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 20 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FOURTHsentence after rearrangement? 

a) Q 
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b) P 

c) S 

d) R 

e) T 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 21 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

FIFTHsentence after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) Q 

c) P 

d) R 

e) T 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 22 

Given that 6 is the last sentence of the sequence, which of the following will be the 

SECONDsentence after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) P 

c) S 

d) T 
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e) Q 

Ans: (c) 

Common solution (Qs. 18-22): TSRPQ6 is the final order. T begins the passage by telling 

ushow a place’s height is measured traditionally. S follows by giving us an example of a 

mountain and how its height is measured using this method. R follows by telling us how 

mapsbear markings that indicate the usage of this method. PQ follows as a pair: P tells us of a 

newmethod that can be used to measure a place’s height. Q follows by telling us of the 

previousexample of the mountain, and telling us how its measurement would differ should 

this newmethod be used. 6 concludes the passage by telling the changes that this new 

methodmeasurement would bring. 

 

Directions (Qs. 23-27): A set of seven statements is given, out of which the 1st and 

4thstatements are fixed, and the rest are jumbled in any random order. Rearrange the 

remainingstatements in the right order and answer the questions that follow. 

A. Communal politics, which ironically passes for secularism in this country, has been 

thebane of Indian politics. 

B. It can be traced back to the British policy of ‘divide and rule’, the result of which was 

Partition. 

C. It felt that this would lead to a perpetually enervated nation. 

D. It rejected the suggestions for a separate electorate for the minorities and the 

proportionalrepresentation system. 

E. The Constitution was a repudiation of these ideas and the politics that perpetuated them. 

F. But in most policies that have been followed until now, we have seen furtherance of 

votebankpolitics. 

G. The narrative has to change. 
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Question 23 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of 

thefollowing will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) C 

b) G 

c) B 

d) E 

e) F 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 24 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of 

thefollowing will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 25 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of 

thefollowing will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 
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b) C 

c) G 

d) E 

e) F 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 26 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of 

thefollowing will be the SIXTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) B 

b) C 

c) G 

d) E 

e) F 

Ans: (e) 

 

Question 27 

Given that A and D are the first and last sentences of the sequence respectively, which of 

thefollowing will be the SEVENTH (LAST) sentence after rearrangement? 

a) G 

b) F 

c) C 

d) E 
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e) B 

Ans: (a) 

Common solution (Qs. 23-27): ABEDCFG is the final order. A is given as the first sentence 

ofthe passage by establishing the main idea around which the passage revolves – communal 

politics. B follows by telling us the origin of this communal politics. E continues by telling 

ushow the origin (the British policy of ‘divide and rule’) got incorporated into the 

Constitution. DCis a mandatory pair: D is given as the fourth sentence which tells us how the 

suggestions for aseparate electorate were rejected. C gives the reason for this. F follows by 

telling us thecurrent scenario. G concludes by emphasizing the need for change. 

 

Directions (Q.28): In the question given below, a set of sentences is given, which 

whenproperly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. From the options, choose the one 

thatprovides the correct final order of the rearranged statements. 

Question 28 

A. Double jeopardy is the idea that a person cannot be tried more than once for the same 

offence. 

B. For instance, Article 20(2) of India’s Constitution states: “No person shall be 

prosecutedand punished for the same offence more than once.” 

C. Exceptions to the rule exist, for example, if the case against someone ends in a mistrial, 

then the defendant may be retried. 

D. The legal principle seems to have its basis in Roman law, and has found its way into 

theconstitutions and statutes of many countries. 

a) ACDB 

b) CBDA 

c) BADC 

d) ABCD 

e) ADBC 
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Ans: (e) 

Solution: A begins the passage by establishing the subject that the passage goes on to discuss 

further. It gives us the definition of the idea of double jeopardy. DB is a mandatorypair: D 

tells us where this legal principle originated and how it has been adopted in theconstitutions 

of several countries. B gives an example of such a constitution. C concludes thepassage by 

telling us an exception to the rule. Thus, ADBC is the final order. 

 

Directions (Qs.29-33): In the given question below, five statements are given, out of 

whichfour, when rearranged, form a coherent and meaningful paragraph, and one does 

not.Rearrange the remaining statements in the right order and identify the odd sentence 

whichdoes not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph and mark that option 

as youranswer. 

A. The decision to float thermocol in Vaigai dam to prevent evaporation is illogical and 

unconvincing. 

B. It is surprising that such a decision has been taken by a Minister in the State government. 

C. With the monsoons failing year after year, there has to be a long-term solution. 

D. On a large river like the Vaigai, such a scheme would be impossible to implement even 

ifproven to be technically sound. 

E. While thermocol is thermal resistant, it is slow to biodegrade and will gradually absorb 

water at the rate of 0.5% for every seven days of exposure in water. 

Question 29 

Which of the following will be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 
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e) C 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 30 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (a) 

 

Question 31 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 32 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 
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a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (d) 

 

Question 33 

Which of the following sentences does not contribute to the common theme of the paragraph? 

a) A 

b) D 

c) B 

d) E 

e) C 

Ans: (e) 

Common solution (Qs. 29-33): ABDE is the correct sequence. A begins the passage by 

introducing the decision that is discussed later in the passage. It tells us that this decision 

isillogical and unconvincing. B builds further on this, by telling us that it is surprising that 

such adecision was even taken. D follows by giving us the reasons why this decision is 

illogical andunconvincing. E builds further on the reasons why executing the decision will 

cause moreproblems. C is the odd sentence as it talks about the failure of monsoons, and the 

need tofind a solution to mitigate it, which is not discussed anywhere in the passage 

Directions (Q.34): In the question given below, a set of sentences is given, which 

whenproperly sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. From the options, choose the one 

thatprovides the correct final order of the rearranged statements. 
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Question 34 

P. The rights of people who do drink responsibly versus the social evils of drunk driving, 

alcoholism, domestic violence and poverty is a never-ending debate. 

Q. The way we have been trying to regulate this to protect these parties has been quite 

impractical. 

R. And most of the existing solutions create more problems. 

S. A person drinking alcohol might claim that he is exercising his individual right and any 

attempt to prevent or restrict him could be construed as moral policing. 

T. But it is an undeniable fact that he does create potential risks and liabilities towards 

innocent third parties. 

a) PQRST 

b) SRQTP 

c) PRSTQ 

d) TQPSR 

e) PSQTR 

Ans: © 

Solution: A cursory glance at the sentences tells us that the passage speaks about the 

problems caused by irresponsible alcohol of consumption. The sentence that introduces 

thistopic is P, which briefly names the social evils caused by irresponsible alcohol 

consumption,and tells us that it is a never-ending debate. RS follows as a mandatory pair. R 

tells us thatthe solutions that do exist to put an end to this debate, only lead to greater 

problems. S givesan example of these problems. It tells us how individual rights might be 

infringed upon while executing the solutions that do exist. T brings us back to the original 

line of thought andtellsus how innocent third parties may be harmed due to irresponsible 

alcohol consumption. Qconcludes the passage by summing up the main idea and telling us 

that the ways to controlalcohol consumption that are currently being followed, are 

impractical. Note how Q uses thepronoun THESE before parties, which means that the 

previous sentence should makemention of it first. This makes PRSTQ the final order. 
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Directions (Qs. 35-39): A set of five statements are given below, which when rearranged, 

forma coherent and meaningful paragraph. Rearrange the sentences and answer the 

questionsthat follow 

A. The first was relatively easier once the language of the inscriptions was recognised as 

Tamil. 

B. But deciphering the Indus script was a far more complicated study on which he spent half 

acentury. 

C. Mahadevan, or Jani as his friends called him, was a special person of _____ talent and 

amuch-respected scholar. 

D. The second was the decipherment of the pictograms from the Indus Civilisation, based 

onthe seals in the main, and found in large numbers at Indus sites. 

E. His main interests were two. One was the study of the adaptation of the Brahmi script 

toTamil, what came to be called Tamil Brahmi. 

Question 35 

Which of the following will be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) B 

c) C 

d) D 

e) E 

Ans: (a) 

 

Question 36 

Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement? 
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a) A 

b) B 

c) C 

d) D 

e) E 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 37 

Which of the following will be the FIFTH sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) B 

c) C 

d) D 

e) E 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 38 

Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

a) A 

b) B 

c) C 

d) D 

e) E 
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And: (d) 

 

Question 39 

Which of the following words would fit in the blank given in Statement C? 

A. Belated 

B. Extraordinary 

C. Deliberate 

D. Hasty 

E. Working 

Ans: (b) 

Solution: The missing word has to be an adjective that describes the noun ‘talent’. Out of 

allthe options, only option B (extraordinary) is an appropriate word to describe talent. 

Belated – happening later than should have been the case. Extraordinary – remarkable. 

Deliberate – done intentionally. Hasty - Hurried. Working – having paid employment or 

Functioning. Thus, B is the correct answer. 

Common Solution (Qs. 35-38): The paragraph is about a scholar called Mahadevan and 

hisinterests. Statement C introduces Mahadevan and therefore will be the first sentence in 

theparagraph.Statement E starts with ‘his’ which refers to Mahadevan. Therefore, it should 

follow the statement that introduces Mahadevan. Statement D starts with ‘the second’ and 

talks abouthis second interest. Therefore, it should be preceded by the statement that states 

his firstinterest (Statement E). This makes ED a mandatory pair. Both, Statements A and B 

talk aboutthe nature of his interests. Therefore, both will come after the interests have been 

introduced.Statement B starts with ‘but’, therefore it has to be preceded by the statement that 

iscontradictory in nature to Statement B. Statement A talks about his easier interest 

andStatement B talks about his complicated interest. Thus, AB forms a mandatory 

pair.Therefore, the correct arrangement is: CEDAB. 
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Directions (Qs. 40-44): In the question below, a set of statements is given, which 

whenrearranged, form a coherent and meaningful paragraph. Rearrange the given 

sentences inthe right order and answer the questions that follow. 

A. Few people recognise the conflict that diverse cultural values in a society like ours 

necessarily involves. 

B. They are often not compatible with the fundamental values, such as equality and 

justice,enshrined in the Constitution. 

C. Many of these values and behaviours impinge on religious beliefs. 

D. The Constitution of India carries a transformative vision of society, implying a major 

change in the values and behaviours embedded in culture. 

E. The State has to play a negotiating role, reconciling and mitigating the conflict 

betweenConstitutional values and those entrenched in culture. 

 

Question 40 

Which of the following statements will follow A after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 

c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (a) 

Question 41 

Which of the following statements will precede B after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 
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c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (c) 

 

Question 42 

Which of the following statements will precede E after rearrangement? 

a) D 

b) B 

c) C 

d) A 

e) E 

Ans: (b) 

 

Question 43 

Which of the following connectors can be used to link statements B and C? 

a) Because 

b) Additionally 

c) Since 

d) Whereas 

e) While 

Ans: (b) 
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Solution: B is the right answer as we can use ADDITIONALLY to link B and C. C states 

thatmany of the values advocated by the constitution may be contrasting to the religious 

beliefsof people and B states that these beliefs are often not compatible with the way ideas 

ofequality and justice have been defined in the constitution. ADDITIONALLY is used to 

addfurther detail to the argument which is similar to the previous argument. BECAUSE is 

used to show cause-effect relationship. It cannot be used here. SINCE isusedto introduce 

reason. It cannot be used here. WHEREAS is used to link contrasting statements. It cannot be 

used here. WHILE is used to connect contradictory statements. 

 

Question 44 

Which of the following connectors can be used to link statements B and E? 

a) Furthermore 

b) So 

c) Moreover 

d) But 

e) While 

Ans: (b) 

Solution: B is the right answer as both B and E can be linked using SO. B states that the 

beliefs held by people are often not compatible with the way ideas of equality and justice 

havebeen defined in the constitution. E highlights the role to be played by the State so as to 

strikea balance between religious beliefs and constitutional values. We can use SO to link the 

twosentences as it can be used to show the reason behind the role of the state. 

FURTHEMORE is used to introduce a fresh consideration in an argument. MOREOVER 

isused to introduce a new fact or argument. BUT and WHILE are used to link contradictory 

statements. Common Solution (Qs. 40-42): ADCBE is the final order of statements. A begins 

the sentenceby providing us the subject of the passage- conflict in our society because of 

cultural values.D and C form a pair and D follows A. D talks about the vision of the 

constitution of India andhow it accommodates these diverse cultural values C follows D as it 

starts with a 
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demonstrative pronoun THESE which refers to values that have been referred in D. B 

followsC as it takes the discussion of the relationship between cultural values, religion and 

thevalues advocated by constitution forward. E concludes the passage as it talks about the 

roleof the state is supposed to play in order to accommodate these diverse values. D follows 

Aafter rearrangement. 

 

Directions (Qs. 45): In the question given below, rearrange the parts of the sentence in 

thecorrect order, and choose the correct option. 

Question 45 

Arctic wildfires in June (A)/ released more pollution (B)/ than in the previous 18 years (C)/ 

that data had been collected 

a) ACDB 

b) DCBA 

c) DBAC 

d) BCAD 

e) No rearrangement required 

Ans: (e) 

Solution: ABCD is the final order. A begins the sentence by establishing the subject- 

Arcticwildfires. B follows with the verb stem and tells us that these wildfires released a lot 

ofpollution. CD follows as a pair, by telling us how this pollution was greater than the last 

18years that data had been collected. Thus, (e) is the right answer. 

 

Directions (Qs. 46-50): Given below is a set of sentences, which when properly 

sequenced,form a coherent paragraph. Arrange the sentences in the correct sequence, 

and answer thequestions that follow. 

P. During several centuries of voyaging to the east they found and settled the tiny 

islandsscattered across 16 million square miles from New Zealand to Hawaii. 
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Q. Launching one of history’s great eras of exploration, Polynesians journeyed by canoe 

across the vast Pacific Ocean. 

R. They left no written history to chronicle these voyages, but scientists have retraced the 

trips using various lines of evidence. 

S. Even the spread of foodstuffs like the sweet potato—of American origin but found across 

the Pacific and nowhere else—could offer evidence. 

T. Striking similarities in languages exist across widely separated island groups, for 

example,and the remains of structures and stones offer clues to who erected them. 

 

Question 46 

Which of the following sentences will be the FIRST after rearrangement? 

a) R 

b) S 

c) P 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: D 

 

Question 47 

Which of the following sentences will be the SECOND after rearrangement? 

a) S 

b) R 

c) P 

d) Q 
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e) T 

Ans: C 

 

Question 48 

Which of the following sentences will be the THIRD after rearrangement? 

a) T 

b) Q 

c) R 

d) S 

e) P 

Ans: C 

 

Question 49 

Which of the following sentences will be the FOURTH after rearrangement? 

a) P 

b) S 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: E 

 

Question 50 

Which of the following sentences will be the FIFTH after rearrangement? 
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a) S 

b) P 

c) R 

d) Q 

e) T 

Ans: A 

Common solution (Qs. 46-50): QPRTS is the final order. Q begins the passage by introducing 

the main idea - the journey undertaken by the Polynesians. It tells us how they journeyed 

across the Pacific. P follows by telling us how they settled in the tiny islands from New 

Zealand to Hawaii. R follows by telling us that there is no written record of these voyages 

undertaken by them. TS conclude as a pair - T tells us that despite the lack of written history, 

the similarities in languages across these island dwellers is evidence of the voyages. S 

follows by telling us how the spreading of foodstuffs is yet another piece of evidence. 
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