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22.11.2020
BIHAR ELECTIONS: CONTEMPT
PLEA IN SC AGAINST CEC,
POLITICAL PARTIES FOR FAILURE
TO DISCLOSE PENDING CRIMINAL
CASES AGAINST CANDIDATES

contempt petition has been filed in
the Supreme Court against Chief
Election
Commissioner
(CEC), Sunil Arora and Bihar's
Chief Electoral Officer, HR Srinivasa and
office bearers of various political parties for
failure to publish details of pending
criminal cases against candidates who
contested in the recently concluded Bihar
Assembly elections.
The petition by Delhi based lawyer Brajesh
Singh has contended that there was noncompliance with the top court's February
2020 verdict in which the court had directed
all political parties to upload on their
website details of pending criminal cases
against candidates contesting polls, noting
that there has been an alarming increase in
criminalisation of politics.

A

Besides Arora and Srinivasa, contempt
action has been sought against KC Tyagi
(General Secretrary of Janta Dal United),
Jagdanand Singh (President of Bihar State
Rashtriya Janta Dal), Abdul Khalik (Lok
Janshakti Party), Randeep Singh Surjewala
(General secretary of All India Congress
Committee) and BL Santosh, (National
General Secretary of BJP).
On February 13, the apex court had said that
political parties will have to upload on their
respective websites, reasons for selecting
candidates with criminal cases pending
against them.
The bench headed by Justice Rohinton F
Nariman had also directed that political
parties should publish these details on
social media platforms like Facebook and
Twitter and in one local vernacular and one
national newspaper.
That order was passed in a contempt plea
which raised the issue of criminalisation of
politics claiming that directions given by
the apex court in a September 2018 verdict
relating to disclosure of criminal
antecedents by candidates were not being
followed.
The top court in its February 2020 order
directed that political parties will have to
submit a compliance report in this regard
with the Election Commission within 72
hours of selecting candidates having
pending criminal cases against them.
It also ordered that the EC shall bring it to
the notice of the apex court in case of failure
of political parties to comply with its
directions.
The contempt plea filed on Saturday states
that the CEC had, on March 6, intimated all
political parties about the verdict.
He had also introduced a form C7 in which
political parties had to publish reason for
selection of candidates in addition to all
other relevant information in the
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newspapers, social media and website of
the party within 48 hours of the selection of
candidate and not less than two weeks
before the first date of filing of
nominations, whichever fell earlier.
However, the petitioner has submitted that
during Bihar elections, most of the political
parties
advertised
the
mandatory
information in "Rashtriya Sahara Hindi
Daily" where as the Supreme Court had
mandated publication in widely circulated
newspapers.
Singh further states that all the political
parties had published similar reasons for
putting up candidates with criminal
antecedents whereas the top court had
specifically
directed
that
relevant
particulars as to whether charges have been
framed etc should be published.
"In the first phase poll for total 71 seats, 164
has tainted image with serious criminal
cases of murder, attempt to murder,
extortion, rape and kidnapping charges
leveled against them. RJD tops the list,
followed by BJP, Lok Janshakti Party,"
reads the plea.
The petition further states that the political
parties did not pay heed to the Supreme
Court verdict and ended up giving tickets to
around "34% of the candidates with
criminal cases."
Singh states that such a contemptuous act
will "drastically effect the crores of voters"
in forming a sound opinion regarding the
candidate they are voting for and thus have
a "chilling effect" on healthy democracy as
well as "people's right to information."
Besides urging court to initiate contempt
proceedings, the plea also seeks a direction
to be issued to political parties to give
specific reasons for selecting candidates
who are blood relatives of convicted
henchmen and contested elections as proxy.

23.11.2020
PENNSYLVANIA JUDGE TOSSES
OUT TRUMP ELECTION FRAUD
CLAIMS
federal judge in Pennsylvania
threw out a lawsuit by President
Donald Trump’s campaign that
aimed to block certification of the
state’s election results unless it
tossed out tens of thousands of mail-in
ballots, rejecting the “startling” request due
to a lack of evidence.

A

The state’s motion to dismiss the suit was
granted Saturday by U.S. District Judge
Matthew
Brann
in
Williamsport,
Pennsylvania, freeing election officials to
certify President-elect Joe Biden’s
projected victory as soon as Monday. Major
media outlets have declared Biden the
winner of Pennsylvania and its 20 electoral
votes with a lead of more than 80,000 votes.
In response, the Trump campaign said in a
statement that it would seek an “expedited
appeal” to the Third Circuit as a means to
ultimately have the Supreme Court, and its
6-3 conservative majority, consider the
case.
Trump didn’t specifically reference
Pennsylvania in a tweet late Saturday, but
said he hopes “Courts and/or legislatures”
will take action — a direct reference to
efforts to persuade Republican state
lawmakers that they should appoint their
own electors in states that Biden won.
The president’s lawyer, Rudy Giuliani,
personally argued against the state’s motion
to dismiss before Brann on Tuesday,
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making wild claims of a vast Democratic
conspiracy to steal the election. In reaching
his conclusion, Brann said the campaign
was not “formidably armed with
compelling legal arguments and factual
proof of rampant corruption” needed to win
such a case.
“This court has been presented with
strained legal arguments without merit and
speculative accusations, unpled in the
operative complaint and unsupported by
evidence,” the judge wrote. “In the United
States of America, this cannot justify the
disenfranchisement of a single voter, let
alone all the voters of its sixth most
populated state.”
It’s the latest and perhaps highest-profile
courtroom defeat for Trump since the U.S.
election Biden won by 6 million ballots.
Suits filed by the campaign and its GOP
allies have failed in Michigan, Georgia,
Nevada and Arizona as judges declined to
toss out millions of votes based on vague
assertions by lawyers and sworn affidavits
from voters who interpreted perceived
irregularities as evidence of a Democratic
conspiracy.
Georgia certified its results on Friday, with
the Trump campaign asking for a recount
on Saturday. Michigan and Pennsylvania
are both likely to certify their results on
Monday, leaving the president an uncertain
path to flip enough electoral votes to
reverse his defeat.
Pennsylvania, the largest of the six
battleground states, was a particular focus
of the Trump campaign’s legal challenges,
with suits filed in both state and federal
courts.
“These claims were meritless from the start
and for an audience of one,” Pennsylvania
Attorney General Josh Shapiro said in a
statement. “The will of the people will
prevail. These baseless lawsuits need to
end.”
Venezuela, Cuba
While Tuesday’s hearing was steeped in
conspiratorial rhetoric, Giuliani and other
campaign lawyers made even more

outlandish accusations at a press conference
two days later, describing a scheme
involving child voters, dead voters and
secretive overseas ballot tabulation directed
by George Soros and “communist money”
from Venezuela and Cuba.
But the actual claims in the campaign’s
lawsuit were always narrower than its
public allegations. The suit’s most
consistent claim was that certain
Democratic-led counties had more lenient
rules in accepting “defective” ballots or
letting voters “cure” such ballots than
Republican-led ones, which the campaign
claimed violated the Constitution’s due
process and equal protection guarantees.
The state denied those claims and also said
the campaign’s proposed remedy of
disenfranchising tens of thousands of voters
was implausible.
Pressed by Brann on Tuesday if he was
actually alleging voter fraud, Giuliani
acknowledged that he was not. The judge
said in his decision that while Pennsylvania
law doesn’t explicitly allow for election
officials to let voters cure their ballot errors,
it also doesn’t forbid it, and the state’s
highest court declined to clarify the issue.
Republican Observers
The campaign has also suggested that
hundreds of thousands of ballots in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh should be
invalidated because they were allegedly
counted without proper oversight by
Republican observers, exposing them to
potential fraud. Claims tied to such
allegations were left out of an amended
complaint filed on Sunday but partially
reinstated in a second revised complaint
filed on Wednesday.
“That plaintiffs are trying to mix-and-match
claims to bypass contrary precedent is not
lost on the court,” Brann wrote.
Secretary of State Kathy Boockvar, a
Democrat, and Pennsylvania county
officials argued GOP observers were
present while all ballots were canvassed,
and that the pre-election “cure” of some
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ballot deficiencies was allowed under state
law.
The second amended complaint also added
a proposal that Brann declare the entire
Pennsylvania vote “defective” and let the
Republican-controlled state legislature
decide the election in favor of Trump. Civil
rights groups on Friday evening blasted the
argument and urged the judge to dismiss the
case, saying it was based on an “incoherent
conspiracy theory.” –Bloomberg.
23.11.2020
DELHI
HIGH
COURT
ASKS
AUTHORITIES TO TAKE A TIMELY
DECISION ON LEAVE FOR WOMEN
DURING MENSTRUAL PERIODS

A

petition has come before the Delhi
High Court, seeking paid or casual
leave or overtime pay for women
employees during
menstrual periods. The division of Chief
Justice DN Patel and Justice Prateek Jain
heard the petition filed by Delhi Trade
Union advocate Rajeev Agarwal. The
bench today said that all authorities should
take a decision in this regard in a time
bound manner.

The petitioner has requested the Central
Government and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government to give paid leave and
rest for women workers during
menstruation.
The petition stresses that every woman goes
through a lot of mental and physical pain
during their menstrual periods and she
needs to take care of her hygiene as well.
The petition adds that by not giving special

casual or paid leave to women, the officers
are denying female employees their human
respect.
The petitioner further stated that women
workers of all classes, including central and
state daily wage earners, contract workers
and outsourcers should be given paid leave
for four days a month. If a woman works
during those difficult days of the month,
then overtime pay should be given to them
Also, clean toilets and sanitary napkins
should be available to them, urged the
petitioner.
24.11.2020
WHAT IS 118 A OF THE KERALA
POLICE ACT?
he CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Government in Kerala on Monday
put on hold implementation
of
the
controversial
Kerala
Police
Act
Amendment ordinance citing criticism
from various quarters.

T

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said his
government was not intending to
implement the amendment act now as even
those who supported the LDF and those
who stood for protection of democracy
expressed concern about it.
Arif Mohammed Khan The opposition
parties had alleged that the amendment
would give more power to the police and
also curtail the freedom of the press, the
charge which was rejected by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said the decision
had been taken based on factors such as
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abuse of social media to tarnish the image
of individuals.
The state cabinet, last month, had decided
to give more teeth to the Police Act by
recommending addition of Section 118-A.
It stipulates either imprisonment for up to
five years or a fine of up to Rs 10,000 or
both to those who produce, publish or
disseminate content through any means of
communication with an intention to
intimidate, insult or defame any person
through social media.
Expressing concern over the rising crime
graph, fake propaganda and hate speech on
social media since the outbreak of COVID19, the LDF government had said since
cyber attacks are a major threat to private
life, it has been decided to amend the police
Act as the existing legal provisions were
inadequate to fight such crimes.
It said while the Supreme Court had
repealed section 66-A of the IT Act and
Section 118 (d) of the Kerala Police Act on
the grounds that these were against freedom
of expression, the Centre has not introduced
any other legal framework. "In this
scenario, the police are unable to deal
effectively with crimes committed through
social media," the government had said.
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Sunday said his government would
consider creative suggestions on the
controversial amendment to the police act
providing for up to five years imprisonment
to those making defamatory social media
posts as the opposition termed it as an
assault on freedom of speech.
Amid widespread concerns that it was a
tacit move to silence critics and the media,
Vijayan said the government has the
responsibility to uphold the freedom of the
press as well as that of the citizens. Seeking
to allay fears, he maintained that the
amendment would not hamper the freedom
to criticise.
"The Government will certainly consider
all creative opinions and suggestions that
are being aired with regard to this
amendment," Vijayan said in a Facebook
post. Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed

Khan on Saturday signed the Kerala Police
Act Amendment ordinance brought by the
Left front government envisaging addition
of Section 118-A to prevent cyber attacks
against women and children. The section
stipulates either imprisonment for up to five
years or a fine of up to Rs 10,000 or both to
those who produce, publish or disseminate
content
through
any
means
of
communication with an intention to
intimidate, insult or defame any person
through social media.
Defending the move, Vijayan said the
government was repeatedly receiving
complaints even from prominent public and
cultural figures against the wide ''misuse'' of
social media, especially by certain online
channels, he said. "They have brought to the
notice of the government instances where
inhuman and vile cyber attacks were carried
out by some in the guise of journalism and
how it even harmed the family lives of
many," he said. The use of personal likes or
dislikes, political or non-political interests
and so on to unsettle the peaceful
atmosphere of families so as to settle scores
arising out of revenge cannot be allowed,
the chief minister asserted.
Leader of the Opposition in the Kerala
Assembly Ramesh Chennithala said the
amendment was against the freedom of
speech expression which is a constitutional
right. "Amendment to Kerala Police Act
shows the intolerance of @vijayanpinarayi
government over free speech. This
amendment is against the freedom of
speech expression which is a constitutional
right. The new law is a tacit move to silence
critics and media. Nothing more, nothing
less," the senior Congress leader tweeted.
He said the chief minister was trying to
scuttle the voice of the Opposition. BJP
state chief K Surendran said the addition of
Section 118-A was a move against the
freedom of expression of the people of the
state.
25.11.2020
INDIAN GOVERNMENT BLOCKS 43
MORE
MOBILE
APPS
6

'PREJUDICIAL'
SOVEREIGNTY

TO

INDIA'S

T

he Indian government has blocked
access to 43 more mobile apps on
Tuesday under section 69A of the
IT Act. Most of them
were Chinese operated. The action has been
taken against mobile applications which
were involved in activities prejudicial to
India's sovereignty, integrity, defence,
security and public order.
“Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology, Government of India today
issued an order under section 69A of the
Information Technology Act blocking
access to 43 mobile apps. This action was
taken based on the inputs regarding these
apps for engaging in activities which are
prejudicial to sovereignty and integrity of
India, defence of India, the security of the
state, and public order.

“Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology has issued the order for
blocking the access of these apps by users
in India based on the comprehensive reports
received from Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Center, Ministry of Home
Affairs,” a government press release stated.
The latest list of 43 mobile apps include
AliSuppliers Mobile App, Alibaba
Workbench, AliExpress, Alipay Cashier,
CamCard (Business Card Reader), Snack
Video, and several dating apps such as
WeDate, Chinese Social, TrulyChinese,

ChinaLove, DateMyAge, FlirtWish and
Guys Only Dating.
Other apps that have been blocked include
Tubit, WeWorkChina, First Love Live,
Rela, Cashier Wallet, Jellipop Match,
Munchkin Match and Happy Fish.
Here is the full list of apps:
•
AliSuppliers Mobile App
•
Alibaba Workbench
•
AliExpress - Smarter Shopping,
Better Living
•
Alipay Cashier
•
Lalamove India - Delivery App
•
Drive with Lalamove India
•
Snack Video
•
CamCard - Business Card Reader
•
CamCard - BCR (Western)
•
Soul- Follow the soul to find you
•
Chinese Social - Free Online Dating
Video App & Chat
•
Date in Asia - Dating & Chat For
Asian Singles
•
WeDate-Dating App
•
Free dating app-Singol, start your
date!
•
Adore App
•
TrulyChinese - Chinese Dating App
•
TrulyAsian - Asian Dating App
•
ChinaLove: dating app for Chinese
singles
•
DateMyAge: Chat, Meet, Date
Mature Singles Online
•
AsianDate: find Asian singles
•
FlirtWish: chat with singles
•
Guys Only Dating: Gay Chat
•
Tubit: Live Streams
•
WeWorkChina
•
First Love Live- super hot live
beauties live online
•
Rela - Lesbian Social Network
•
Cashier Wallet
•
MangoTV
•
MGTV-HunanTV official TV APP
•
WeTV - TV version
•
WeTV - Cdrama, Kdrama&More
•
WeTV Lite
•
Lucky Live-Live Video Streaming
App
•
Taobao Live
7

•
DingTalk
•
Identity V
•
Isoland 2: Ashes of Time
•
BoxStar (Early Access)
•
Heroes Evolved
•
Happy Fish
•
Jellipop Match-Decorate your
dream island！
•
Munchkin Match: magic home
building
•
Conquista Online II
Recalling, that the government on June 29
and September 2 had also banned several
apps to protest the sovereignty and integrity
of India.
“Earlier on 29th June, 2020, the
Government of India had blocked access to
59 mobile apps and on 2nd September,
2020, 118 more apps were banned under
section 69A of the Information Technology
Act. Government is committed to protect
the interests of citizens and sovereignty and
integrity of India on all fronts and it shall
take all possible steps to ensure that,” the
release stated.
25.11.2020
SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS RIGHT
TO PROPERTY, DIRECTS CENTRE
TO HAND OVER POSSESSION OF
PROPERTY TO OWNER AFTER 33
YEARS
he Supreme Court has said
although Right to Property is not a
fundamental right protected under
Part III of the Constitution
of India, it remains a valuable
Constitutional Right. The court made this
observation, while directing the Centre to
hand over possession of the suit property to
the owner after 33 years.
The decision came from the two judgebench of Justices Indira Banerjee and S.
Ravindra Bhat after an appeal was made by
the owner of the land (appellants) against a
judgment of the Karnataka High Court in
which the high court rejected his claim to
direct the Union to vacate their lands,

T

leaving it open to the latter to initiate
appropriate proceedings for acquisition of
certain lands (which belonged to the
appellants).The court said: “It is, therefore,
no longer open to the state: in any of its
forms (executive, state agencies, or
legislature) to claim that the law – or the
constitution can be ignored, or complied at
its convenience. The decisions of this court,
and the history of the right to property show
that though its pre-eminence as a
fundamental right has been undermined,
nevertheless, the essence of the rule of law
protects it. The evolving jurisprudence of
this court also underlines that it is a
valuable right ensuring guaranteed
freedoms and economic liberty. Clear that
first, the suit properties were requisitioned
in 1963, under the Defence of India Act
1962 (DIA).

The amendment to the Requisition Act,
which enacted Section 25 in 1968, had the
effect of creating a deeming fiction that
requisitions under the DIA were deemed to
be under the Requisitioning Act.
Thereafter, due to successive amendments
to the Requisitioning Act, the period of
requisition continued; it finally ended in
1987. In late 1972, the predecessor of the
appellants felt that the compensation fixed
for the suit lands was inadequate and
applied for enhancement.
The high court, while noticing that the
Union’s claim had no merits, nevertheless
refused to issue any direction for the release
of the suit lands. Mohan Parasaran, the
appellant’s Senior Counsel, relied on the
ruling of the court which held, recollecting
8

an earlier judgment in State of Haryana v
Mukesh Kumar that the right to property
is “not only a constitutional or statutory
right, but a human right”.
In response the court said that although the
right to property is not a fundamental right
protected under Part III of the Constitution
of India, it remains a valuable constitutional
right and 33 years is a long enough time,
even in India, to be kept away from one’s
property. The court has directed the Union
to hand back possession of the suit lands to
the appellants, within three months.
The order said: “Furthermore, it is open to
the appellants to seek compensation based
on fresh fixation of capital value and
recurring annual value, based on the
different five- year periods for the last 20
years. Such a claim shall be referred to
arbitration, within four weeks of receipt of
the reference.”
26.11.2020
BCI ALLOWS MP LAWYERS WITH
PROVISIONAL
LICENCE
TO
PRACTICE TILL BAR EXAMS ARE
HELD AGAIN
ew lawyers of Madhya Pradesh,
whose provisional licence period
has completed two years, can
continue to be provisions lawyers
till the completion of the All India Bar
Examination. This freedom was allowed by
the Madhya Pradesh High Court recently
when it asked the lawyers to approach the
Bar Council of India (BCI)
for relief.
The BCI, while considering the
representations, made arrangements that
from March 24 to 31 the new lawyers can
carry on. Advocate Sanjay Verma informed
that the residents of Jabalpur and Bhopal
had reached the High Court through other
petitions, including the provisional lawyers
Chanchal Tiwari and Naveen Ahuja.

N

The Division Bench of Chief Justice Sanjay
Yadav (Acting) and Justice Rajiv Kumar
Dubey had disposed of their petitions with
the direction that they are free to put their
demands before the BCI. The petitioners
had given the All India Bar Exam in
November-2019. On the complaint of mass
cheating, BCI had cancelled the exam. The
All India Bar Exam has not been conducted
since.
Those lawyers who obtained a provisional
licence after obtaining an LLB degree are
now upset. This is because this facility is
available only for two years. If they do not
pass the All India Bar Exam then with the
completion of two years they will not be
eligible to appear in the courts. That is why
the new advocates were distraught, but the
BCI averted the crisis.
26.11.2020
[LAWYERS COLLECTIVE VS. ED]
ED NOT TO INSIST ON ANAND
GROVER'S
APPEARANCE
IN
ALLEGED MONEY LAUNDERING
CASE
AGAINST
LAWYERS
COLLECTIVE TILL DECEMBER 14:
BOMBAY HIGH COURT

T

he Bombay High Court today took
on record that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) until December
14 will not insist
on the appearance of Senior Advocate
Anand Grover in response to the summons
issued to him in his capacity as a Trustee of
the NGO, Lawyers Collective, which is
allegedly embroiled in a money laundering
case.
9

The Bench of Justices SS Shinde and MS
Karnik recorded this in the plea filed by the
Lawyers Collective challenging the
summons issued for appearance on
November
26.
The Court had earlier asked Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh to seek
instructions from the ED on whether the
hearing on the summons issued can be
deferrent in view of the grim COVID
situation in Delhi and Maharashtra.
On instructions, the ASG submitted that the
hearing of the present plea may be deferred
till the next week and that the ED will file a
reply in the meantime.
He was, however, reluctant that the Court
record his instruction that Grover need not
appear before the ED expressing concern
that several senior citizens may come up
with similar requests.
Senior Advocates Amit Desai and Aspi
Chinoy vehemently opposed the ASG's
request to not record this statement on
apprehensions that the ED may proceed to
take coercive action against Grover and
create a default against his name for nonappearance.
The ASG reiterated that he was making a
responsible submission to the Court only
because the Court had asked him to seek
instructions from the ED.
"I am appearing before Milords, I am
making a statement. I am stating
responsibly as ASG. Milords and my
learned friends should trust me", ASG Anil
said.
"I am stating responsibly as ASG. Milords
and my learned friends should trust me." ASG Anil Singh
Chinoy, however, pressed for a statement to
be recorded, observing that this was an
issue of summons and not a question of
trust on the ASG.
"What is the reason for not recording the
statement? We are only deferring the
summons, nothing on merits. If you (ASG)
can say it in open court, then why not record
the statement?" Chinoy asked.

"If you (ASG) can say it in open court, then
why not record the statement?" - Senior
Advocate Aspi Chinoy
The Court also expressed allied concerns,
observing "... if Grover does not appear
tomorrow, then at a later date if there is
some issue, then how will they show their
absence was allowed?"
The ASG eventually suggested to the Court
that they may record that the ED will not
insist on Grover's presence till December
14. He, however, requested that this should
not be recorded as his statement.
After all the counsel agreed to the
submission of the ASG, the Court
proceeded to record the same in its order.
The hearing on merits of the plea will
continue on December 14, 2020.
27.11.2020
FARMERS
PROTEST:
AAP
GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO LET
DELHI POLICE USE STADIUMS AS
TEMPORARY JAILS
he AAP government on Friday
(27.11.2020) denied permission to
the Delhi Police to convert the
city's stadiums into temporary
jails as farmers continued to push towards
the National Capital on their 'Delhi Chalo'
march against the Centre's Farm Laws.
The Delhi Police used tear gas at the Singhu
and Tikri borders to disperse protesting
farmers as they tried to enter the National
Capital on Friday (27.11.2020) morning.
While rejecting the Delhi Police's request,
Delhi Home Minister Satyendar Jain said
that every Indian citizen has the
Constitutional Right to protest peacefully
for which they cannot be put in jails.

T
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In a letter to the Principal Home Secretary,
Jain said that the Central Government
should accept the demands of the protesters
and added that putting farmers in jails is not
the solution.
Earlier, the Delhi Police had sought
permission from the AAP government to
use the city's nine stadiums as temporary
jails for the agitating farmers.
"In view of the farmers march, the Delhi
Police have asked the Delhi Government
for permission to use nine stadiums as
temporary jails to keep the detained or
arrested farmers," a source said earlier in
the day.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police has enhanced
deployment of security personnel, stationed
sand-laden trucks and water cannons and
used barbed wire for fencing at the Singhu
and Tikri border points (Delhi-Haryana
border) to prevent the protesters from
entering.
Police said they will not allow agitating
farmers to enter Delhi.
27.11.2020
CENTRE
BLAMES
KEJRIWAL
GOVT FOR COVID SITUATION IN
DELHI

T

he Central Government in an
affidavit filed before the Supreme
Court has blamed the Delhi
Government for not taking proper
steps to contain the spread of COVID 19 in
Delhi.
The affidavit was filed in a Suo Motu case
titled ‘Re: The Proper Treatment of Covid
19 Patients and dignified handling of dead
bodies in the hospitals etc. The Centre has
said that that no effective preventive steps
were taken to contain the infection. Further
it has been submitted that GNCTD was
aware that the confluence of winter, festival
season and pollution were likely to witness
a surge in cases. This foreknowledge ought
to have led to strict enforcement and IEC
measures being instituted well in time.
However, this was not done.

It has also been submitted that while there
were
regular
advertisements
on
achievements of Delhi Government,
including on dengue prevention and
control, no ads on COVID appropriate
behaviour were to be seen. The people, at
large, were also not apprised about this
through regular outreach measures.
Moreover though the report of a high power
Committee headed by Dr VK Paul,
Member, NITI Aayog, had recommended
that Delhi should plan for a surge of around
15,000 cases per day and accordingly
provide for about 6,500 ICU beds.
Against this recommendation, GNCTD did
not take any timely measures to increase the
ICU beds from the present level of around
3,500, thus causing a sudden pressure to
come on the health and medical
infrastructure in Delhi. The Government
further submitted that despite repeated
exhortations in the wake of rising COVID19 cases, the Delhi Government did not
take steps to enhance testing capacity,
particularly for RT-PCR, which remained
static at around 20,000 RT- PCR tests for a
long time.
Further the containment measures, as
prescribed by Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) including house
to house surveillance, contact tracing,
quaranting and clinical management, were
also not done properly, which has led to the
spread of infection It has also been
submitted that patients who were under
home isolation were not properly traced or
their contact were also not traced
effectively. The matter is being heard by a
bench comprising Justices Ashok Bhushan,
R. Subhash Reddy & MR Shah.
27.11.2020
INDIAN PARTIES FREE TO CHOOSE
FOREIGN LAW TO GOVERN
ARBITRATION BETWEEN THEM:
DELHI HIGH COURT

11

he Delhi High Court has held that two

fundamentals

Indian parties can choose foreign law

sovereignty.

as the law governing arbitration

•

T

of

nationality

and

As per Section 23 of the Contract

between them (Dholi Spintex Pvt. Ltd vs

Act, any attempt to exclude the application

Louis Dreyfus Company India Pvt. Ltd).

of Indian laws is void and against public

The order was passed by a Single Judge

policy.

Bench of Justice Mukta Gupta in a suit

•

instituted by Dholi Spintex Pvt. Ltd

commodities is made by two Indian parties

(plaintiff) against and Louis Dreyfus

within India, parties cannot choose to exit

Company India Pvt. Ltd (defendant).

from the applicability of Indian laws.

The parties entered into an agreement for

•

import

which

in India, the parties to a contract can choose

provided that in case of a dispute, the same

a foreign system of law only on two

shall be referred to arbitration under the

conditions - where the conflict of law rules

rules and arbitration procedures of the

apply which give precedence to the choice

International Cotton Association (ICA).

of law made by the parties and/or in case of

Arbitration under ICA bylaws is conducted

an International commercial arbitration

under the English Arbitration Act, 1996.

seated in India as set out in Section 28(1)

As per the plaintiff, such an agreement was

(b) of the Arbitration Act.

invalid, null, and void, and therefore, the

The defendant opposed the grant of any

arbitration initiated by the defendant was

relief and stated that there was a foreign

also null and void and deserved to be

element in the contract between the parties

permanently injuncted.

as the agreement in question was a "high

It was the plaintiff’s primary objection that

seas sale agreement", which was agreed to

since the contract was executed between

be performed on the high seas.

two Indian companies in India and was to

Further, it was submitted:

be

of

American

performed

proper/substantive

Cotton,

When

sale

and

purchase

of

Where performance of a contract is

in

India,

the

•

law

governing

the

of Section 45 of the Arbitration and

The suit is not maintainable in terms

parties’ obligations under the contract can

Conciliation Act, 1996.

only be Indian law.

•

The plaintiff submitted:

arbitration would be conducted under the

•

Allowing English law to govern the

ICA Arbitration bylaws and would be

substantive rights in the present case is

seated at London, the plaintiff cannot now

clearly impermissible and against the very

wriggle out of the same.

When parties have agreed that the

12

•

Two Indian parties can agree to

In conclusion, the Court said, "Therefore,

arbitrate abroad and there is no legal bar to

an arbitration agreement between the

this extent, especially where transactions

parties being an agreement independent of

involved foreign elements.

the substantive contract and the parties can

•

Parties can agree and decide as to

choose a different governing law for the

which law would govern the contract in

arbitration, two Indian parties can choose a

principal and/or the arbitration proceedings.

foreign

Findings

arbitration. Further there being clearly a

The Court stated that whether two Indian

foreign element to the agreement between

parties could agree to contract out of

the parties, the two Indian parties, that is the

substantive Indian law was no more res-

plaintiff and defendant could have agreed to

integra, and that they could agree to a

an international commercial arbitration

foreign seated arbitration.

governed by the laws of England. Hence

In view of the decision of the Supreme

Clause 6 of the contract dated 30th May,

Court in Reliance Industries & Anr vs

2019 between the parties is not null or

Union of India, the Court observed that it

void."

was trite law that in case of arbitration

In view of the terms of the agreement, the

having a foreign element, three sets of laws

Court also held that the seat of arbitration as

may apply to it i.e. the proper law of the

well as the venue of arbitration was

contract, the proper law of the arbitration

London.

agreement/lex arbitri, and the proper law of

Having held that the arbitration agreement

the conduct of arbitration/lex fori/curial

between the parties was not null and void or

law.

inoperative, the Court stated that the scope

Relying on a Supreme Court judgment, the

of inquiry before it was limited in view of

Court explained that the principle of party

Section 45 of the Arbitration Act, and that

autonomy in arbitration was the basis that

no anti-arbitration injunction could be

permitted the parties to adopt foreign law as

granted.

the proper law of arbitration.

The suit was accordingly dismissed.

It added that any disregard of applicability

28.11.2020
FARMERS’ PROTEST: HARYANA
POLICE
BOOKS
PROTESTERS
WITH ATTEMPT TO MURDER,
RIOTING

of foreign law must arise only when the
foreign law amounts to a "flagrant or gross
breach" of principles of morality and
justice.

I

law

as

the

law

governing

n a latest development, as per
reports the Haryana Police has
13

booked state Bhartiya Kisan
Union (BKU) chief
Gurnam
Singh Charuni and several farmers on
attempt to murder, rioting, causing
obstruction in government duty and other
charges for violations during their “Delhi
Chalo” march. Meanwhile, prohibitory
orders under section 144 of the CrPC had
been imposed in several parts of Haryana to
prevent the assembly of people.

A case was registered on November 26
under sections 307 (attempt to murder), 147
(rioting), 149 (unlawful assembly), 186
(obstructing any public servant in discharge
of public functions) and 269 (negligent act
likely to spread infection of disease
dangerous to life) among others at the Parao
police station on a complaint from Head
Constable Pardeep Kumar as hundreds of
farmers assembled on the GT road near
Ambala Cantt to proceed towards the
national capital.The FIR names Charuni
and several other unknown farmers as
accused.
According to it, the BKU Haryana chief and
others had gathered near Mohra village in
Ambala. A case against some farmers from
BKU (Charuni) and others from Punjab was
also registered at Panipat for violations
relating to breaking police barriers and
other charges. In the early morning hours
today, security arrangements were
tightened at the Delhi-Haryana border at
Tikri as the farmers who have been
opposing the farm law have gathered there
in large numbers, despite being given
permission to hold peaceful protests at the
Nirankari Samagam Ground in Delhi’s
Burari.

Similarly, on Friday nearly a thousand
unidentified protesting farmers, riding on
tractor-trailers, were booked by Meham
police on charges of rioting, obstructing
public servants from performing duty,
assault or criminal force to the public
servant and the violations of COVID-19
guidelines during their protest against the
farm bills.
The Indian parliament in September this
year passed the three contentious farm bills
also known as agriculture bills. Since the
passage of the agriculture bills there was an
outrage especially among the farming
community across the country. Though the
government called the farm bills historic,
the opposition slammed it as a deathwarrant. The bills followed an uproar and
high political drama, both inside and
outside Parliament. Nearly two months
after the agriculture bills were passed, the
farmers, especially from neighbouring
states like Haryana and Punjab thronged
into large numbers in the national capital
braving winter chill demanding the
government to roll back the three farm
bills.
The farmers have been demanding either
the withdrawal of the three legislations or
guarantee on the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for their crops through introduction
of a new law. The reason why the farming
community has come in large numbers
bearing the cold is their apprehension
regarding the APMCs and the Minimum
Support Price (MSP). It is feared among the
farmers that the new laws would end the
monopoly of APMC mandis in farm
products trading. Farmers believe that the
laws will gradually end mandi system and
this will automatically leave them at the
mercy of the corporates. The bill on
agriculture markets seeks to allow farmers
to sell their produce outside APMC
‘mandis’ to whoever they want. Farmers are
expected to get better prices through
competition
and
cost-cutting
on
transportation.
The farmers say that they are also
apprehensive about not getting the
14

government-promised Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for their produce and are also
concerned about the upper hand that huge
agri-business companies and big retailers
would have during negotiations. Moreover,
it may actually lead to the reduction of
benefits accruing to small farmers, because
these huge companies will easily dictate the
price at later stages.
Though the government has said the mandi
system will continue, and they will not
withdraw the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) they currently offer either. But
farmers are suspicious. The government is
firm on its decision to hold a meeting with
the protesting farmers on December 3.
Besides, it is argued that the government
has so far did not try to assuage the
concerns of the agitated farmers.
28.11.2020
SC
UPHOLDS
VALIDITY
OF
TRIBUNAL RULES 2020: LAWYERS
WITH
10
YEARS
PRACTICE
ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT AS
JUDICIAL MEMBERS
he Supreme Court upheld the
validity of Tribunal, Appellate
Tribunal, and other Authorities
(Qualifications, Experience, and
Other Conditions of Service of Members)
Rules, 2020 with some modifications and
ordered the constitution of National
Tribunals Commission to fulfill the
requirements of the tribunals.
The petitioner, Madras Bar Association
(MBA) filed a petition challenging the 2020
Rules for violating the principle of
separation of powers and independence of
the judiciary.
The petition stated that the 2020 Rules
posed a threat to the independence of the
judiciary and to effective and efficient
administration of justice. The Rules, the
plea said, were ex-facie against the
decisions of the Supreme Court,
particularly Rojer Mathew v. South Indian
Bank Ltd.

T

The Apex Court held that the 2020 Rules
shall apply prospectively from February 12,
2020, and issued a slew of directions to
govern tribunals and the appointments and
service conditions of tribunal members.
Accordingly, lawyers with legal practice of
10 years will be eligible for appointment as
judicial members of tribunals. For the
purpose of the constitution of the tribunal,
the three-judge Bench comprising Justices
L Nageswara Rao, Hemant Gupta, and S
Ravindra Bhat issued various directions.
Firstly, till the constitution of the National
Tribunals Commission, a separate wing
should be established at the Ministry of
Finance to cater to the requirements of
tribunals.
Secondly, Advocates with experience of 10
years will be eligible for appointment as
judicial members in tribunals. Members of
Indian Legal Service will also be eligible
for appointment as judicial members
provided they fulfill the same criteria as
advocates.
Thirdly, the Chief Justice of India or his
nominee will have a casting vote in the
search committee. The committee will also
comprise Secretary to Ministry of Law and
Justice and Secretary to Government of
India from a department other than the
parent or sponsoring department nominated
by the cabinet secretary. The secretary of
the sponsoring department shall be member
secretary without vote.
Fourthly, with respect to matters of
disciplinary action, the recommendations
made by the Search and Selection
committee shall be final.
Fifthly, appointments to tribunals shall be
made within 3 months from the date on
which the process is complete and
recommendations are made by the search
committee.
Sixthly, the 2020 Rules shall have
prospective effect and will be applicable
only from February 12, 2020.
Seventhly, appointments made prior to
2017 Rules and appointments made during
pendency of Rojer Mathew judgment shall
be governed by respective statutes.
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Eighthly,
Chairpersons,
ViceChairpersons, and members of tribunals
appointed prior to February 12, 2020 shall
be governed by parent statute and rules as
per which they were appointed.
Ninthly, 2020 Rules shall be applicable
with the modifications laid down in the
judgment to those who were appointed after
February 12, 2020.
Lastly, when reserving the matter for
judgment, the Supreme Court had extended
the tenures of chairpersons, vicechairpersons, and members of tribunals till
December 31, 2020. In view of the final
judgment, the retirements of chairpersons,
vice-chairpersons, and members of
tribunals shall be in accordance with the
applicable rules.

"We used to feed the first 'roti' (baked in
households) to cows. Similarly, we used to
feed the last roti to dogs. Such was the
concern for animals in our Indian culture
which is vanishing now, so we are thinking
to collect some small tax from the public for
the sake of cows" Chouhan said.
He said a law will be enacted to run
cowsheds in the State and also said "The
society should also help the Government in
protecting cows.

ECONOMIC NEWS
23.11.2020
AFTER COW CABINET MADHYA
PRADESH GOVERNMENT NOW
PLANS TO COLLECT “GAU CESS”

T

he Madhya Pradesh government,
which recently announced the
formation of a "Cow Cabinet" for
the protection of cows it has
decided to impose a Cess to generate
additional funds for operating cow-shelters
across the State Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said on Sunday.
Chouhan had on Wednesday announced the
setting up of a separate "cabinet" for the
protection and promotion of the cow.
Ministers of Animal Husbandry, Forest,
Panchayat and Rural Development,
Revenue, Home and Farmers' Welfare
departments will be part of this cabinet, said
to be the first such body in the country, he
had informed.
“I am thinking of imposing some minor tax
to raise money for the welfare of the
'gaumata' (cow) welfare and for the upkeep
of cow sheds Is it alright?" the BJP leader
asked while the people replied in the
affirmative.

He also lamented about how people
abandon cows once they are past the prime
and stop giving milk."Lakhs of cows are
wandering on streets. They will get a shelter
in sanctuaries now" the CM said.
"This move will help cow-keepers and
cowsheds to flourish," Chouhan said.
The CM further said cow dung has many
applications and can also help in protecting
the environment.
"Use of 'gaukasht' (cylindrical pieces made
from cow dung) attracts a good rainfall.
Make it a point to use cow dung and
'gaukasht' to perform last rites," the CM
appealed.“We
have
to
save the
environment. Urea and DAP fertilisers are
like a slow poison. The earth is troubled by
their usage," he said.
The chief minister further said cow dung
manure acts like nectar for the earth."If
chemical fertilisers are used for a long time,
the land won't produce a wheat harvest," he
added.
The chief minister said medicine made
from cow urine can heal many ailments.
The chief minister underlined the need for
promoting milk instead of eggs to help
improve the health of the extremely
malnourished children.
16

Chouhan had on Wednesday announced the
setting up of a separate "cabinet" for the
protection and promotion of the cow.
Ministers of Animal Husbandry, Forest,
Panchayat and Rural Development,
Revenue, Home and Farmers' Welfare
departments will be part of this cabinet, said
to be the first such body in the country, he
had informed.
24.11.2020
ADANI POWER WINS SHORT-TERM
CONTRACTS TO SUPPLY 6,100 MW
TO PUNJAB
dani Power has won short-term
contracts for supply of 6,100
megawatt (MW) of electricity in
auctions held by the Punjab
government for procuring a total of 7,000
MW. The deals were struck at rates ranging
between Rs 3.35-3.59/unit, slightly lower
than short-term prices discovered in recent
months. The state held auctions in seven
batches of 1,000 MW each. Industry
sources said Adani Power’s Mundra unit
quoted the lowest tariff for 600 MW
capacity each in all seven tranches. Besides,
Adani Power’s Raipur Energen won 300
MW each in four auction batches, and the
company’s
Raigarh
Energy
has
cumulatively won 700 MW for the entire
supply period.

A

run by Avantha Power — which was
bought by Adani for Rs 1,024 crore in July
2019.
While there is no official word yet, the
sources said the remaining 900 MW in the
auctions was won by JP Nigrie, DB Power
and GMR Energy Trading.
Adani Power’s 4,620 MW Mundra plant
will supply power to Punjab from the untied
capacity left vacated as Gujarat
discontinued procuring 1,000 MW
electricity from the station after the
Supreme Court in July 2019 validated the
company’s claim for compensatory tariff.
The company had sought additional costs
incurred in fuel procurement after
the Gujarat
Mineral
Development
Corporation reneged on its promise to
supply local coal from Mogra-II coal block
in Chhattisgarh.
Under a separate power purchase
agreement (PPA), Adani Mundra continues
to supply 1,200 MW power to Gujarat using
imported coal. Adani Power has signed the
revised PPA with the state as per the
Supreme Court’s October 2018 ruling that
allowed compensatory tariff relief against a
rise in Indonesian coal rates. However, after
taking into account the fall in global coal
prices, Gujarat will revise the terms and
conditions of the supplementary PPA,
calculating tariff on the basis of fresh
parameters.
24.11.2020
FIRST TIME IN POLL HISTORY, BJP
FIELDS
MUSLIM
WOMEN
CANDIDATES IN MALAPPURAM

M
Raipur Energen houses the 1,370 MW
Raikheda plant in Chhattisgarh, which
Adani acquired in August last year for Rs
3,530 crore from the GMR Group and other
lenders. Raigarh Energy operates the 600
MW Korba West generation unit — earlier

aking
a
strategically
significant step the BJP for the
first time in the election
history of the Kerala picked
two Muslim women candidates to contest in
their banner in the upcoming local body
polls in Malappuram district.
This unexpected entry of Muslim
candidates as BJP nominees has been a shot
in the arm for the party cadres in the
Muslim-predominant Malappuram district,
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a citadel of Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML).

Though several male candidates belonging
to the Muslim community are representing
the saffron party in the civic elections there
are only two women candidates from the
community contesting as its candidates
with Lotus symbol in Malappuram.
While Wandoor-native T P Sulfath is
contesting from ward 6 of Wandoor grama
panchayat and Ayisha Hussain, native of
Chemmad is contesting in ward 9 of the
Ponmudam grama Panchayat.
Both said they have their own reasons for
becoming nominees of the BJP.
While Sulfath was impressed with the
'progressive' policies of the BJP
government at the Centre that has made the
fortunes of the Muslim women in the
country change for better while Ayisha
Hussain has political affinity towards the
BJP owing to her husband's affiliation with
it.
It is the recent policies introduced by the
Modi government which made a larger
impact on Muslim women that fascinated
Sulfath. "The banning of triple talaq and
raising the age for women for marriage
from 18 to 21 were the two major policies
that influenced me. She said.
These are boldmeasures towards the
welfare of the Muslim women. Only Modi
would dare to do such milestoneactions"
Sulfath felt.
Mother of two children, Sulfath got married
at the age of 15. As a woman who suffered
the pain and miseries of getting married in
the teenage was so fascinated by the policy
revision made by the Central Government
that would help the Muslim women in a big

way, she said. Though Sulfath had a dream
to get educated and earn a government job,
an early-age marriage put a full stop to her
studies in class 10.
While Ayisha Hussain has been attracted to
the BJP through her husband Hussain, who
is an active member of the Minority
Morcha, an arm of the BJP. Mother of a 10year old girl, Ayisha supports the proMuslim women progressive policies
introduced by the Narendra Modi
Government.
"I support Modiji and BJP for their bold
policies for the welfare of the country," said
Ayisha.
Though it has a weak base in the IUML
bastion of Malappuram, the candidature of
the two Muslim women would matter much
to the saffron party which has been making
all efforts to attract the Muslim community
to the party to negate its popular image of a
Hindu-oriented organisation.
25.11.2020
PM MODI TO LAY FOUNDATION
STONE FOR NEW PARLIAMENT
BUILDING IN DECEMBER

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi is
likely to lay the foundation stone
for a new Parliament building in
the first half of December.
The sources further said that around five
statues including that of Mahatma Gandhi
and Bhim Rao Ambedkar in the Parliament
complex is likely to be relocated
temporarily due to the construction work
and they will be reinstalled at prominent
places within the new complex once the
project is completed.
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The new building will be constructed close
to the existing one under the Central Vista
Redevelopment Project and it is expected to
be completed in 21 months from the start of
construction work.
The redevelopment project of Central
envisages a new triangular Parliament
building, a Common Central Secretariat
and Revamping of the 3-km-long Rajpath
from Rashtrapati Bhavan to India Gate.
According to the plan, the new Parliament
building which will have separate offices
for all MPs, will be equipped with the latest
digital interfaces as a step towards creating
"Paperless Offices".
The new building will also have a grand
Constitution Hall to showcase India's
democratic heritage, a lounge for members
of Parliament, a library, multiple committee
rooms, dining areas and ample parking
space.
Although the proposed date of laying the
foundation stone of the new Parliament
building is around December 10 the final
date would depend on the availability of the
prime minister. The sources said.
The existing building is a British-era
building designed by Edwin Lutyens and
Herbert Baker who were responsible for
planning and construction of New Delhi.
The foundation stone of the existing
Parliament House was laid on February 12,
1921 and the construction took six years
and cost Rs 83 lakh at that time. The
opening ceremony was performed on
January 18, 1927 by the then GovernorGeneral of India, Lord Irwin.
According to the CPWD, the existing
Parliament building will continue to
function during the entire period of
execution of the project. Once the new
building is built the existing Parliament
building will be used for other purposes.
The CPWD had said, "The plinth of the new
building shall match that of the existing one
which is approximately 1.8 metres above
the ground level."

BENGAL, KERALA TOO PICK
OPTION MOOTED BY CENTRE

T

he state governments of West
Bengal and Kerala, which have
been at loggerheads with the
Centre over how to compensate
the states for their GST revenue shortfall in
FY21,also have accepted Option-1 mooted
by the latter to meet the shortfall. With this,
25 states and all three UTs with legislature
— Delhi, J&K and Puducherry — have
come to accept the Option-1.
Under the mechanism, the Centre envisages
to borrow a total of Rs 1.1 lakh crore via a
special RBI window and transfer the funds
to states as back-to-back loans sans any
consequent fiscal impact on states.
Between them, West Bengal and Kerala
will get Rs 10,197 crore under the special
window. Further, the Centre has granted
additional borrowing permission of Rs
4,522 crore to Kerala (0.5% of GSDP) and
Rs 6,787 crore to West Bengal. The nod for
additional borrowings is meant to be an
incentive for states choosing the special
window.
The Centre has borrowed Rs 24,000 crore
on behalf of the states so far and passed it
on to the eligible states and UTs.
The GST Council had estimated that
against the total estimated shortfall (due to
GST implementation and the pandemic) of
Rs 2.35 lakh crore, some Rs 1.83 lakh
would have been payable this year under
normal course, and the rest only next year.
Under GST Compensation Act 2017, the
states are guaranteed a 14% annual growth
in the relevant tax revenues over the five
years through June 2022. The Council has
already decided to extend the cess beyond
June 2022 to mobilise resources for
financing the special window.

26.11.2020
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In a recent letter to Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, West Bengal finance
minister Amit Mitra has urged the Centre to
borrow an additional Rs 72,000 crore under
the special window to make good the states’
estimated GST revenue shortfall in FY21,
in addition to Rs 1.1 lakh crore. Mitra
pointed out that the Centre has been able to
borrow the initial compensation funds from
the special window of RBI at a low rate of
5%, whereas the interest rate paid by the
states for competitively borrowing from
RBI auctions is as high as 6.8%. He also
noted that the Centre “will neither have the
burden of additional fiscal deficit nor the
burden of debt servicing”.
26.11.2020
PM NARENDRA MODI MAKES
PITCH FOR “ONE NATION, ONE
ELECTION AND SINGLE VOTERS
LIST”
rime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday advocated 'One Nation,
One Election' system and a single
voters' list saying that elections
taking place every few months hinders
development.
Addressing the concluding session of the
80 All India Presiding Officers Conference
via video conference, Modi also paid
homage to the victims of the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, and asserted that India is fighting
terrorism now with new policy and new
process.

P
th

Making a strong pitch for simultaneous
elections on the Constitution Day, Modi
said that `One Nation, One Election' was
not "just an issue of deliberation, but also
the need of the country".
"Elections are held at different places every
few months and it hampers the
developmental work and all of you know it.
Therefore, it is must to have deep study and
deliberation on `One Nation, One
Election'," he said.
He also said that having a single voters' list
was desirable.
“Only one voters' list should be used for
Lok Sabha, Vidhan Sabha and other
elections. Why are we wasting time and
money on these lists?" he said.
He also emphasized the need for
coordination between three wings of the
state Legislature, Executive and Judiciary.
"The Legislature, Executive and Judiciary
all three learned a lot from that period and
moved forward," the prime minister said.
National interest should form the basis of
every decision, Modi said. "We must
remember that when politics take over
people and nation-first policies, the nation
has to pay adversely in such situations," he
added.
Underlining that there is no place for
politics of untouchability, Modi cited the
example of the Statue of Unity built by his
government for Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
despite Patel not being from the BJP or the
Jana Sangh.
Constitution is our guiding light to take on
challenges in the 21st century, Modi said
and called for raising awareness about it.
The All India Presiding Officers
Conference began in 1921 and the theme
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for this year's conference is 'Harmonious
Coordination
between
Legislature,
Executive and Judiciary- Key to a Vibrant
Democracy'.
27.11.2020
FARMERS
PROTEST:
AAP
GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO LET
DELHI POLICE USE STADIUMS AS
TEMPORARY JAILS

T

he AAP government on Friday
denied permission to the Delhi
Police to convert the city's
stadiums into temporary jails as
farmers continued to push towards the
National Capital on their 'Delhi Chalo'
march against the Centre's Farm Laws.

The Delhi Police used tear gas at the Singhu
and Tikri borders to disperse protesting
farmers as they tried to enter the National
Capital on Friday (27.11.2020) morning.
While rejecting the Delhi Police's request,
Delhi Home Minister Satyendar Jain said
that every Indian citizen has the
Constitutional Right to protest peacefully
for which they cannot be put in jails.
In a letter to the Principal Home Secretary,
Jain said that the Central Government
should accept the demands of the protesters
and added that putting farmers in jails is not
the solution.
Earlier, the Delhi Police had sought
permission from the AAP government to
use the city's nine stadiums as temporary
jails for the agitating farmers.
"In view of the farmers march, the Delhi
Police have asked the Delhi Government
for permission to use nine stadiums as
temporary jails to keep the detained or

arrested farmers," a source said earlier in
the day.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police has enhanced
deployment of security personnel, stationed
sand-laden trucks and water cannons and
used barbed wire for fencing at the Singhu
and Tikri border points (Delhi-Haryana
border) to prevent the protesters from
entering.
Police said they will not allow agitating
farmers to enter Delhi.
27.11.2020
EASE OF DOING BIZ: MORE MINOR
OFFENCES
TO
BE
DECRIMINALISED

A

fter
decriminalising
minor
offences under the Companies
Act,
the Narendra
Modi government has embarked
on reducing the risk of imprisonment for
omissions that aren’t necessarily mala fide,
under 28 economic and financial sector
statutes, including the income tax Act,
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), Sebi Act, RBI Act, Banking
Regulation Act, SARFAESI Act and the
Collection of Statistics Act.

Criminal penalties, including imprisonment
for minor offences, are one of the major
reasons for subdued business sentiments
and are seen to hinder investments both
from domestic and foreign investors.
“The Cabinet secretary has instructed all
the ministries to go through all Acts under
their jurisdiction and identify provisions,
which could be potentially decriminalised.
As many as 128 provisions across 28
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statutes could be considered over the next
2-3 months,” a government official said.
Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the
Union Budget 2020 speech mentioned that
the government would look into making
amendments to the Companies Act, 2013
and other laws where certain provisions
impose criminal penalties on acts that are
essentially civil in nature. In this context,
NITI Aayog has undertaken an
exercise with the ministries concerned. At
least six ministries including finance,
pharma, labour and statistics are now either
in the process of or have already put out in
public domain provisions in certain Acts for
stakeholders comments for decriminalising
minor offences.
The department of financial services in the
finance ministry has undertaken public
consultation on criminal provisions under
19 Acts recently.
“The effort is to balance ease of doing
business with genuine requirement of
stricter punishment. Certain ministries feel
that certain aspects of criminalisation is
necessary for enforcement,” an official
said.
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
17.11.2020
BARACK
PRAISES
LEADERS

OBAMA:
MEMOIR
INDIA
OPPOSITION

ormer US president Barack
Obama’s memoirs have already
caused a minor stir in India- his
frank, unflattering description of
Rahul Gandhi, the leader of the main
opposition Congress party incensed the
latter’s supporters and amused his
detractors.
A Promised Land, the first volume of Mr.
Obama’s account of his political career
which released on Tuesday, is a vivid and
racy read, he spends some 1,400 words
writing of his first visit to India in
November 2010 when the now-opposition
Congress party was in power- and his
impressions of then Prime Minister

F

Manmohan Singh and party leader Sonia
Gandhi.

Mr. Obama recalls that when he met
Manmohan Singh, he had told him that he
feared “rising anti-Muslim sentiment had
strengthened the influence of Hindu
nationalist BJP”, the main opposition party
at the time.
Mr. Singh had resisted calls to retaliate
against Pakistan after gunmen attacked the
financial capital Mumbai leaving 166 dead.
But “this restraint had cost him politically,”
Mr. Obama writes.
“In uncertain times, Mr. President, the call
of religious and ethnic solidarity can be
intoxicating. And it’s not so hard for
politicians to exploit that, in India or
anywhere else,” Mr. Singh had told him.
Mr. Obama agreed, recalling a conversation
he had with the Czech Republic’s first
president after the Velvet Revolution,
Vaclav Havel, during a visit to Prague “and
his warning about the rising tide of
liberalism in Europe.”
“If gloablisation and historic economic
crisis were fuelling these trends in
relatively wealthy nations- If I was seeing it
even in the United States with the Tea
Party- how could India be immune?” Mr.
Obama writes.
During a dinner party hosted by Mr. Singh
on Mr. Obama’s first evening in Delhi, Mr.
Singh “spoke openly about the clouds he
saw on the horizon.”
Mr. Singh mentioned the slow moving
economy- the 2007 subprime mortgage
crisis in the United States had developed
into a full-blown global crash by this point.
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The Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Obama
writes, was also concerned about the
continuing tensions with the nuclear armed
rival and neighbor Pakistan.
“Then there was the problem of Pakistan
and its continuing failure to work with India
to investigate the 2008 terrorist attacks on
hotels and other sites in Mumbai had
significantly increased tensions between
two countries, in part because Lashkar-eTaiba,
the
terrorist
organization
responsible, was believed to have links to
Pakistan’s intelligence service.”
He describes Mr. Singh as the “chief
architect
of
India’s
economic
transformation” and “wise, thoughtful, and
scrupulously honest.”
Mr. Singh was a “self-effacing technocrat
who’d won the people’s trust not by
appealing to their passions but bringing
about higher living standards and
maintaining a well-earned reputation for
not being corrupt”, Mr. Obama observes.
“While he would be cautious in foreign
policy, unwilling to get out too far ahead of
an Indian bureaucracy that was historically
suspicious of US intentions, our time
together confirmed my initial impression of
him as a man of uncommon wisdom and
decency,” Mr. Obama writes.
18.11.2020
THAILAND
PROTESTS:
MORE
THAN 40 INJURED AS CLASHES
ROCK BANGKOK

A

t least 41 people were left injured
after clashes between protesters
and police in the Thai capital,
Bangkok.
Protesters
were
attempting to reach parliament on Tuesday,
where lawmakers were debating possible
changes to the constitution. They hurled
smoke bombs and bags of paint at police,
who retaliated with water cannon and teargas solution. Others included reforms to the
monarchy and the removal of Prime
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha- a former
general who seized power in a 2014 coup.

Legislators are expected to vote on whether
to accept any of the proposed changes by
Wednesday evening local time. The
reforms that the protesters are calling for
cold make Thailand’s King Maha
Vajiralongkorn more accountable and also
reform the senate, where the members are
unelected.
Tuesday’s protest is said to be the most
violent since the student-led movement
emerged in July. It started when a group of
demonstrations tried to cut through razorwire barricades near parliament. They
hurled smoke bombs and bags of paint at
lines of riot police. In response, police used
a water cannon to try to force them back and
when that failed, they used the cannon to
fire a liquid laced with tear-gas solution.

Demonstrators could be seen trying to wash
the irritant from their eyes. Health officials
said five people had been treated at the
scene. Some protesters suffered gunshot
wounds, though police denied using live
rounds or rubber bullets during the
operation according to news agencies AFP
and Reuters. Some protesters tried to shelter
behind giant inflatable rubber ducks, which
they had intended to float down the river
behind parliament as lawmakers debated
inside. Amid the chaos, anti-government
protesters then clashed with pro-monarchy
supporters, with the rival groups hurling
objects at each other. Police intervened to
keep the two groups apart.
Thailand has a long history of political
unrest and protest, but a new wave began in
February after a court ordered a fledging
pro-democracy opposition party to
dissolve. Protests were re-energized in June
when prominent pro-democracy activist
Wanchalearm Satsaksit went missing in
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Cambodia, where he had been exile since
the 2014 military coup. But things really
kicked off when protesters began
questioning the power of the monarchy.
The move sent shockwaves through a
country which is taught from birth to revere
and love the monarchy and fear the
consequences of talking about it.
Thailand’s lèse-majesté law, which forbids
any insults to the monarchy, is among the
strictest in the world. The definition of what
constitutes an insult to monarch is unclear
and human rights groups say the law has
often been used as political tools to curb
free speech and opposition calls for reform
and change.
Royalists have come out to oppose the
student-led demonstrations and say the
protesters want the abolition of the
monarchy, something they deny. One
protester, Panusaya Sithijirawattanakul,
said their intention “is not to destroy the
monarchy but to modernize it, to adapt it to
our society.”
19.11.2020
ASIA’S FORGOTTEN MUSICAL
GEMS REDISCOVERED ON VINYL
s the vinyl market experiences
booming demand, crate diggers
are spending time and money to
re-release forgotten musical gems
around Asia and beyond. Fariz Rustam
Munaf, a prolific multi-instrumentalist
better known as Fariz RM, was a household
name in his native Indonesia during the
1980s. Back then, both teenagers and adults
grooved to his signature brand of jazz
fusion, which incorporates elements of
spacey disco and Brazilian samba.
Today, contemporary record labels are rereleasing his music for a new generation of
listeners, with DJs routinely mixing his hit
songs with electronic genres, such as
Balearic house, at underground parties from
Jakarta to Ibiza. “Being reissued is a great
compliment,” says the 61 year-old. “It’s a
new period of my career. I feel like I’ve
been reborn.”

A

Around the world, artists such as Fariz RM
are enjoying a resurgence of popularity
thanks to the boom in reissues. Record
labels and curators are increasingly
devoting significant resources to rereleasing tunes from earlier decades on
vinyl, CD, cassette and on digital formats,
in the hope of turning them into collector’s
items.
Whilst the bulk of reissues tend to be classic
albums, such as the Beatles’ Abbey Road, a
smack but growing selection is devoted to
obscure cuts of funk, psychedelia and
traditional music from the developing
world. One such example is Sweet as
Broken Dates: Lost Somali Tapes from the
Horn of Africa- a compilation of Somali
melodies from the 1970s and 1980s. The rerelease, from New York-based Ostinato
Records, was nominated for a Grammy in
2018. Several imprints, such as Soundway
Records, Habibi Funk, Sofrito and
Strut Records, specialize in reissues of
African, Caribbean, Latin, Arab and Asian
rhythms from the 1950s-1980s.
Good reissues tell a story, explain Dean Chew
and Munir Harry Septiandry- two DJs who are
working on a compilation of 1960s-1980s jazz,
boogie and soul from North and Southeast
Asia. The album, called Artifacts, is expected
out next year and aims to cast light on a period
of immense musical creativity in Asia. But

hunting down these historic gems and
obtaining copyright licenses had been an
arduous process. “In Indonesia, for
example, many labels that released the
songs we’re looking for are obsolete”
explains Septiandry, who produces dance
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music in the city of Bandung under the
moniker Midnight Runners.
Septiandry recently put together a
compilation of Indonesian progressive rock
and city pop from 1979-1991 for US label
Culture of Soul, an album that he believes
will help spread global interest in
Indonesia’s sonic heritage. “Poor archiving
is also a big problem. Except for the major
ones, most labels here don’t have master
tapes”, he adds. If tracks are unreleased, or
the label is defunct- says Septiandry- it can
take intensive investigation to locate the
source material: “We start hunting down
the artist, their friends and families- using
contacts from the local music scene.” That
was the case for Women Women Women,
a moody synth masterpiece by South
Korean artist Lee Dong Won, which also
features on the Artifacts album. "It's
becoming extremely tricky to license any
song from that region now, so I had to really
dig deep and approach producers in Seoul who possess a deep pool of knowledge and
could help me locate the copyright code,"
says Chew, who co-runs a record label in
Singapore called Darker Than Wax. The
exhaustive search to find obscure artists has
been documented in films such as
Searching for Sugarman and Ata Kak: Time
Bomb and requires "hours upon hours,"
adds Jan Hagenkoetter, of Germany's
INFRACom Records.
Hagenkoetter
has
produced
two
compilations of Vietnamese music from the
1954-1975 era, called Saigon Supersound.
The album traces a journey across surf rock,
pop ballads and Latin-tinged swing which
boasts clear US influences. Hagenkoetter
hopes the project will re-acquaint
Vietnamese youth with their culture. For
many young Vietnamese at home and
abroad, this type of music is what their
parents listened to and it isn't considered

cool, says Hagenkoetter, who lived in Ho
Chi Minh City for many years. "I wanted to
show that there's good music they can be
proud of," he says. Reissues aren't a new
phenomenon, but there's been an
undeniable increase in recent years, amid
the robust demand for vinyl.
Last year, for the 14th consecutive year,
album sales on wax hit new highs in the US,
according to Nielsen Music/MRC Data. It's
a similar story in the UK, where vinyl LP
sales have increased for 12 consecutive
years, with 2019 marking the highest level
of demand since the early 1990s, according
to the British Phonographic Industry. As a
result, prices of limited-edition reissues
have soared. Chew describes it as a
chicken-and-egg situation: "On one hand,
you have dedicated labels that invest a great
deal of blood, sweat and tears into reissues.
“But on the other hand, reissues have gotten
so trendy that they inevitably pave the way
for countless regurgitations that eventually
saturate the marketplace and send prices
spiking on platforms like Discogs, where
records have become commodities in a
stock exchange." Whatever the market's
tricky economics, its social impact on
artists has been overwhelmingly positive?
The chance to be reintroduced to the public
in an age of technology is a game-changer,
explains Fariz RM.
During the 1980s, the pop legend wrote
several tracks in English, in the hope of
reaching fans beyond Indonesia, but he
never knew whether he had succeeded
"because there was no social media". "Back
then, Indonesia's music industry never
thought about entering international
markets because they believed in the
strength of local demand," says Fariz. Now,
with two reissues under his belt, Fariz is
more visible than ever. "I hear from DJs that
my song Selangkah ke Seberang was
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popular in Ibiza; people in Peru tell me
they're playing my music," he says, with a
smile. "I'm happy - but of course, I wish it
happened earlier."
20.11.2020
THE JUDGE WHO STOOD UP TO
PAKISTAN’S MILITARY

J

ustice Waqar Ahmad Seth, who
has died after contracting
coronavirus, was an outspoken
judge of a kind rarely seen in
Pakistan and unlikely source of opposition
to the powerful military. Tributes described
him as bold, fearless and independent. He
was 59. As chief justice of Peshawar High
Court (PHC), he passed judgments that
angered both the military and the
government- including a death sentence on
exiled former General Pervez Musharraf
that made headlines around the world. He
also challenged the establishment on human
rights abuses, striking down a law under
which the military ran secret internment
centers, and acquitting dozens of people
convicted under anti-terrorism laws for lack
of evidence. Justice Seth’s death is been
seen as a major setback in a country where
the military has been expanding its
influence again in recent years. Lawyers
around the country have been in mourning
since his death in an Islamabad hospital on
13 November.

The secretary-general of the independent
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP), Haris Khalique, called his death a
“great blow to a judiciary struggling to be
independent
in
Pakistan’s
quasi
democracy”. Former senator Afrasiab

Khatak said in a tweet that Justice Seth’s
stature was raised not just by the list of his
remarkable judgments, but also the
oppressive conditions that required courage
for writing such judgments”. Supreme
Court Bar Association president Abdul
Latif Afridi described him as “a courageous
and uncompromising” person who didn’t
shy away from a fight with the military.
“And he paid a personal price,” Mr. Afridi
told Dawn newspaper, recalling that the
Peshawar chief justice had been denied
elevation to the Supreme Court three times
despite his seniority.
Justice Seth made history when the threemember special court he headed sentenced
Gen Musharraf to death last year in
absentia.The general had been found guilty
of treason for suspending the constitution
and imposing emergency rule in 2007. It
was the first time the treason clause in the
constitution had been applied to anyone, far
less to a top military official by a civil court
in a country where the military has
controlled political decision-making for
most of the time since its independence
from British rule in 1947. The penalty was
unlikely to be carried out. Gen Musharraf,
who has always denied any wrongdoing,
had been allowed to leave Pakistan in 2016
on medical grounds. The ruling allowed for
this, saying if he died before he could be
executed his corpse should be dragged
outside parliament in Islamabad and
“hanged for three days”. There was outrage,
with the government seeking to disbar
Justice Seth for being unfit for office, and
legal experts calling the instructions
unconstitutional. Unsurprisingly, the ruling
also touched a raw nerve with the military,
which issued a rare statement the verdict
was “received with a lot of pain and anguish
by the rank and file” of the armed forces,
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and that Gen Musharraf can surely never be
a traitor.”
Commenting on the ruling, the HRCP's
Haris Khalique said that while some might
have disagreed with Justice Seth's choice of
words, "his very act of convicting a martial
ruler for treason in accordance with the
spirit of the constitution was a historic feat".
The judgment is still being challenged
through the courts. The Musharraf sentence
was not the only time Justice Seth issued a
ruling that displeased the military. Soon
after taking charge as chief justice in
Peshawar in June 2018, he acquitted more
than 200 civilians convicted in secret trials
by military courts that had been constituted
following the December 2014 massacre by
the Pakistan Taliban at Peshawar's Army
Public School. He cited a lack of evidence
and "malice in facts and law" as grounds for
those acquittals.
In October last year, he struck down a
discreetly promulgated law in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province which had
empowered the military to run secret
internment centers to detain civilians
indefinitely
without
judicial
or
administrative oversight. "The acquittal of
military court convicts last year had riled
some quarters in the garrison, but when he
struck down the law on internment centers,
it became clear to most that Justice Seth was
fearless and curried no favors with the
power centers," said Wasim Ahmad Shah, a
senior legal affairs correspondent for Dawn
newspaper in Peshawar. "Later, when he
was appointed to head the three-member
special court to try General Musharraf in
what was seen by many as an open-and-shut
case, most people knew what to expect."

21.11.2020

BLOODY SUNDAY 1920: CROKE
PARK KILLINGS REMEMBERED 100
YEARS
he victims of Ireland’s original
Bloody
Sunday
will
be
commemorated at a ceremony in
Dublin later. On this day 100
years ago, British forces opened fire on the
crowd attending a Gaelic football match in
Dublin’s Croke Park stadium. Fourteen
people were killed or fatally wounded and
dozens more were injured. The killings took
place against the backdrop of the Irish War
of Independence, a guerrilla conflict that
began in 1919 between British forces and
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) who
sought Ireland’s independence from
Britain.
Earlier that Sunday morning, the IRA killed
14 people and wounded others in a series of
coordinated attacks across Dublin, with the
aim of assassinating British intelligence
agents or spies. The British authorities
suspected some of the gunmen had
disappeared into the crowd at Croke Park,
so armed police were deployed to block all
the exits and search thousands of spectators.
But, within minutes, panic ensued as police
began shooting indiscriminately into the
crowd. The fatalities included three
schoolboys aged 10, 11 and 14, and a brideto-be who was due to get married within
days.

T

The Gaelic Association (GAA), which
hosted the fateful match between Dublin
and Tipperary on Sunday 21 November
1920, will lay wreaths and light 14 torches
in Croke Park to remember the victims.
“They weren’t just statistics,” said Karina
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Lesson, a relative of William Robison, the
first person who was shot that day. “They
were people with families who loved them
and who suffered greatly after their loss.”
Eleven-year-old William Robinson, who
had climbed a tree above the sports ground
to get a better view of the match, was shot
in the chest.
“It’s a horrific story …… his parents never
got over it,” said his great-grandniece Ms.
Lesson. “It was so tragic for the family that
it was never openly spoken about.” Ms.
Lesson hopes the 100 anniversary will be a
chance for the public to remember the
ordinary football fans who simply went to a
match and never came home. Author
Michael Foley, whose research has been
central to the GAA’s centenary
commemorations, believes most of the
victims were forgotten by wider society.
“For an event that we were brought up with,
one that was a real landmark moment in
history, we knew nothing about it,” he said.
In fact, in the tense aftermath of shootings,
more than half of the Croke Park victims
were buried in unmarked graves- a point
highlighted in his 2014 book, The Bloodied
Field. Five years ago, Mr. Foley and several
relatives began working with the GAA on a
project to erect headstones for eight victims
who had no marked graves.
The author argued that the loss of the
victims’ stories allowed myth and
misinformation to creep into public
memories of Bloody Sunday, masking what
he called the real complexity of the events.
Croke Park’s 14 victims included four IRA
men and a former British soldier, reflecting
the complex identities within the GAA and
Ireland as a whole during the revolutionary
period. But those killed included ordinary
Dubliners like Jane Boyle, a shop worker
who had been due to get married in five
days. Her wedding plans were replaced
with funeral preparations and the bride-tobe was buried in her white wedding dress.
The outrage about police firing into crowds
of men, women and children at a football
match still reverberates in Ireland. The
shootings were carried out by a combined
th

convoy of Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC)
officers and two RIC reserve forces- the
Auxiliaries and the Black and Tans. Two
British military inquires, held behind closed
doors, criticized the RIC and Black and
Tans for using “excessive” forces, but
exonerated the police from claims they
fired the first shots.
POLITICAL NEWS
22.11.2020
ACCUSATION - LAW AGAINST
‘LOVE JIHAD’ IS TO BREAK
COMMUNAL HARMONY

A

fter various states said legislation
against
"love
jihad"
was
underway, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister and Congress leader
Bhupesh Baghel responded asking whether
those saffron party members who had interfaith marriages would come under the
purview of such laws.
'Love Jihad' is a conspiracy theory touted
by right-wing groups under which they
claim Muslim men 'forcibly convert'
women of other religions under the 'guise'
of love.Family members of several BJP
leaders are also married into other faiths. I
ask BJP leaders if these marriages come
under the definition of 'love jihad'?" he said.
Earlier, Rajasthan chief minister Ashok
Gehlot had slammed the ‘love jihad’
controversy and accused the BJP of
“manufacturing” the phrase to divide the
nation along communal lines. He said
marriages, including inter-faith unions,
were a matter of personal liberty and any
law to curb them would not stand in court.
He said the move seemed like a ploy to
disrupt communal harmony, fuel social
conflict and disregard constitutional
provisions like the state not discriminating
against citizens on any ground.
The Congress leaders' comments come
amid plans in four BJP-ruled states –
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Karnataka – to outlaw what the
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Bharatiya Janata Party and the respective
government heads call ‘love jihad’.
24.11.2020
NO FIR WILL BE LAUNCHED BASED
ON SEC 118 A : KERALA
GOVERNMENT
he Kerala government on Tuesday
assured the High Court that
no FIRs would be launched on the
basis of the amendment brought to
the Police Act, which has triggered a
political storm across the country.

T

The government gave the assurance while a
division bench, comprising Chief Justice S
Manikumar and Justice Shaji P Chaly was
considering a batch of petitions,
challenging the constitutional validity of an
amendment to the Police Act brought by the
state's ruling CPI(M)-led LDF government.
No coercive action will be taken on the
basis of the newly inserted Section 118A in
the Kerala Police Act, 2011, which has been
put on hold," the Additional Advocate
General informed the court. When the court
pointed out that the ordinance has been
issued, the government assured that no FIRs
would be launched on the basis of the newly
incorporated amendment. The court
recorded the government submission and
adjourned the matter for Wednesday for
consideration.
The amendment made it mandatory for
providing for up to five years jail term to
those making defamatory social media
posts. BJP Kerala state unit chief K
Surendran and RSP leader Shibu Baby John
on Monday filed separate pleas in the High
Court, challenging the constitutional
validity
of
the
amendment.
In his plea, Surendran sought to declare the
newly inserted Section 118A as
unconstitutional, void and inoperative and

to strike down the same. He submitted that
the new provisions "curtails the freedom of
speech and expression conferred under the
Constitution
of
India".
Noting that even positive criticism or
opinion of expression could be interpreted
to be an offence under the provision, he
alleged that "this is against the basic
principle of the criminal justice system.
In their Public Interest Litigations, RSP
leaders Shibu Baby John, N K
Premachandran and A Azeez sought to
declare Section 118A as unconstitutional
since it is "violative of Articles 14, 19 (1)
(a) and 21 of the Constitution of India.
“Besides Surendran and Shibu Baby John,
the court also received a batch of petitions
challenging the controversial amendment to
the Police Act.
The government has put on hold the
amendment as the law triggered a political
storm across the country, with many
describing the measure as an assault on
freedom of expression and media.
25.11.2020
SHIV SENA: DEFINE “LOVE JIHAD”
he Shiv Sena on Tuesday said
'Love Jihad' needs to be first
defined legally, and BJP leaders
should
come out of the
"illusion"" that they can trouble the
Maharashtra government by harping on the
issue.
Without taking any name, an editorial in
Sena mouthpiece 'Saamana' said BJP's
Minister of State for Home Affairs earlier
this year said in Parliament that the concept
of 'Love Jihad' has no place in law and till
now no case has been reported by central
agencies in this connection.
Referring to the short-lived BJP-NCP
government formed in Maharashtra a year
ago, the editorial termed it as 'love jihad’.
That government collapsed within 80 hours

T

29

of its formation. Later, the Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress came together and formed the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government.
Some BJP-ruled states have announced
plans to prevent the so-called 'love jihad', a
term coined by Hindutva activists to
describe an alleged conspiracy to convert
Hindu women to Islam by marrying them
Fadnavis had last week said that incidents
of 'love Jihad' were taking place in the
country and therefore, laws to curb the
practice were justified. Hindutva needs to
be protected at all levels and "not just when
it comes to marriages and elections", it said
and also pitched for bringing in the Uniform
Civil Code.
26.11.2020
MAMATA:
ENSURES
VICTORY, EVEN IF JAILED

W

TMC’s

est Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee Wednesday hit
out at BJP calling it a "curse to
the nation" and "garbage of
lies" and dared the saffron party to arrest
her asserting that she will ensure TMC''s
victory in the state elections even from the
jail. The defeat of BJP in the 2021 assembly
election in West Bengal, where it has
emerged as the main opposition, will be a
"mighty blow to the arrogance and misrule
of the BJP at the Centre", she said.
Banerjee accused BJP of trying to poach
TMC MLAs by attempting to bribe them.
Without naming anyone, she said some
people are sitting on the fence under the
illusion that the saffron party might come to
power in the state
The TMC supremo exuded confidence that
the party will return to power in West
Bengal for the third consecutive time with a
bigger mandate than in the present term.
Accusing BJP of allegedly attempting to
poach TMC leaders, she said "They have
thousands of crores of rupees now. Earlier,
they couldn't even have a proper meal. Now
they are calling TMC workers and MLAs
and saying ''I will pay you two crores come
over'.

In a message to disgruntled TMC leaders,
she said that she is aware of those in touch
with the opposition camp and differences
among individuals should not lead to any
misunderstanding about the party.
Shah during his visit to Bengal earlier in the
month had visited a tribal household in
Bankura and a Matua home in Kolkata.
Taking pot-shots at the CPI(M), Banerjee
told the meeting "Earlier the CPI(M)had
unleashed a reign of terror in Bankura.
Several people were killed and were
rendered homeless by CPI(M) goons.
People dare to come out of their homes
then. Has Bankura forgotten everything?"
"Bankura is at peace now. The guns of
Maoists have fallen silent. CPI(M) goons
have switched over to the BJP. Only the
colour has changed," she said. "CPI(M) is a
party of the lobhi (greedy), BJP is a party of
"bhogi" (one who enjoys) and TMC is a
party of the "tyagi" (who renounces). Now
both CPI(M) and the BJP have joined hands
in Bengal," she claimed and expressed
confidence that it will win all assembly
seats in the district.
Banerjee said, "If you vote for BJP and they
come to power (in West Bengal), they will
immediately try to introduce the National
Register for Citizens (NRC). They will ask
you for the birth certificates of your father,
your mother, your grandmother and your
grandfather. And if you are unable to
provide those they will ask you to leave
Bengal".
Reacting to Banerjee’s challenge to BJP to
send her to jail, the party’s West Bengal
president Dilip Ghosh said it seemed she
has sensed that the days of the TMC
government are numbered. "Why is she
making such illogical statements? Is she
and her party afraid of anything? The days
of the TMC government are numbered in
Bengal and I think she has sensed it. "If
TMC is a party of the tyagis, from where
are its leaders getting money to build such
big houses and buy cars. The TMC is the
most corrupt party of India," he said.
27.11.2020
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TEJASHWI RHETORICAL ATTACK
ON NITHISH KUMAR

B

ihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's personal attack on his
arch rival Lalu Prasad during the
recently held assembly elections
evoked a visceral response from the latters
son and Tejashwi Yadav, the Leader of the
Opposition, on the floor of the state
assembly on Friday. Yadav expressed
righteous anger over a speech made by the
JD(U) chief in which he had made a
reference to the RJD supremos large family,
without mentioning them by name, and
linked it to alleged preference of Prasad, on
having a male offspring.
”I hope the chief minister is aware that the
youngest child of my parents was a girl,
born after two sons”, said Yadav, whose
elder brother Tej Pratap Yadav is also a
member of the state assembly and younger
sister Rajlaxmi Yadav is married in the
family of Samajwadi Party president
Mulayam Singh Yadav. ”Now let us come
to the fact that the chief minister has only
one son. Could we apply his own yardsticks
and say that he did not have another out of
fear that it could be a girl”, remarked
Yadav.
The young RJD leader, who was taking part
in the debate on the governor's address to
the newly constituted assembly, expressed
dismay that while he focused on ”peoples
issues” during the elections, the ruling
NDA chose to do otherwise. ”I was
speaking about jobs. And I bow before the
people of Bihar who voted for us and helped
us emerge as the single largest party. But
for manipulations by pliant officials posted
in places where results of tightly contested
elections were overturned, we might have
got the chance to fulfil our promises”,
Yadav alleged.
”But my opponents had other priorities. A
person no less than the prime minister
indulged in name calling”, said Yadav, in
an oblique reference to the rallies of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who coined the

expression ”jungle raj ke yuvraaj” to berate
the RJD leader. ”I do not like to make snide
remarks against my elders. This goes
against the values I have been brought up
with. I have always addressed the
honourable chief minister, even in speeches
uttered in the public, as chacha, said
Yadav.
”But my point is, does it behave a chief
minister to make such utterances”, he asked
with a rhetorical flourish to which Nitish
Kumar responded with a charitable laugh.
He also vowed to keep the NDA on its toes,
alleging that it was high on rhetoric but
lacked ”seriousness”.
28.11.2020
PRAFUL PATEL: PROTEST BY
FARMERS IS BECAUSE OF CENTRE
enior NCP leader Praful Patel on
Saturday said the Centre could have
avoided protests by farmers had it
consulted
Leaders
like
Sharad Pawar, Parkash Singh Badal and
former prime minister H D Deve Gowda in
connection with framing of new farm laws.
Farmers from Punjab and Haryana have
been marching towards Delhi demanding
repeal of the three farm laws, leading to
showdown with the police.
"This (protests by farmers) is the failure of
the Central government. The government
should have initiated talks with farmers at
an early stage and thought twice before
bringing the new laws. I feel the
government should have consulted leaders
like (NCP chief) Sharad Pawar, who was a
former agriculture minister, Parkash Singh
Badal (former CM of Punjab), H D Deve
Gowda (former prime minister) who had
worked in the agriculture sector."
"After consulting these leaders, the
government would have realised lacunae in
the new agriculture bills. Had these things
be done in the past, the bill(s) would not
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have been opposed," the former Union
minister said.
"Even amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the
state government took many good decisions
and launched a string of developmental
works," he added.
NATIONAL NEWS
CYCLONE NIVER
TO
MAKE
LANDFALL TODAY: SATELLITE
IMAGES AND TRACK OF THE VERY
SEVERE CYCLONIC STORM.
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evere Cyclonic Storm Nivar in the
Bay of Bengal poses a major
threat to the coastal swathes of
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry,
along with Andhra Pradesh, as it is
expected to intensify further into a very
severe cyclonic storm and cross the Tamil
Nadu-Puducherry coasts between Karaikal
and Mamallapuram during the midnight of
Wednesday and early hours of Thursday.

Nivar is the second cyclone to have
developed in the Bay of Bengal this year
after Cyclone Amphan wreaked havoc in
West Bengal in May after developing into a
'super cyclonic storm'.
"The severe cyclonic storm NIVAR over
southwest Bay of Bengal moved westnorthwestwards with a speed of 07 kmph
during past six hours and lay centred at

0530 hrs IST of 25th November, 2020 over
southwest Bay of Bengal, about 290 km
east-southeast of Cuddalore, about 300 km
east southeast of Puducherry and 350 km
south southeast of Chennai.
It is very likely to intensify further into a
very severe cyclonic storm during next 12
hours,"
the
India
Meteorological
Department said.
When the cyclone makes landfall, it is
likely to carry a wind speed of 120-130
kmph gusting to 145 kmph.
The
National
Crisis
Management
Committee, headed by Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba, on Tuesday directed all
concerned authorities to continue work
aiming at zero loss of life and early
restoration of normalcy in the affected
areas,
including
power
and
telecommunications networks.
Meanwhile, the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) said that their teams are fully
prepared to meet any eventuality. SN
Pradhan, Director General of the NDRF,
said that so far 30 teams of the force have
been deployed in the three states, and 20
more have been kept on standby for
immediate deployment if the need arises.
The force has also stationed some reserve
teams at Guntur (Andhra Pradesh), Thrissur
(Kerala) and Mundli (Odisha).
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami has declared a public holiday
in the state on Wednesday, while the
Puducherry administration has imposed
Section 144 from 9 pm on Tuesday till 6 am
on November 26 (Thursday).
Path of Cyclone Nivar: The cyclone is
expected to cross Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry coasts between Karaikal and
Mamallapuram during the midnight of
Wednesday and early hours of Thursday.
The cyclone is expected to bring strong
winds and heavy rains as well. The IMD has
issued a red alert for coastal and north
interior Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal for Wednesday, and for
Rayalaseema for Thursday.
The weather department has forecast
widespread rainfall/thunderstorm activity
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over coastal and north interior Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal, south coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Rayalaseema on
Wednesday and Thursday, and southeast
Telangana on Thursday.
Isolated extremely heavy rainfall activity is
also very likely over coastal and north
interior Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
(Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Cuddalore,
Chennai,
Kanchipuram,
Chengalpattu, Myladuthirai, Ariyalur,
Perambalur, Kallakurchi, Villupuram,
Tiruvannamalai, Puducherry and Karaikal
districts) on Wednesday; over Nellore and
Chittoor districts of Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday, and over Rayalaseema and
southeast Telangana on Thursday.
POWER SHORTAGE,
FOOD
PRICES:
STRUGGLES
WITH
NIVAR:

INFLATED
CHENNAI
CYCLONE

hennai woke up to an alarming
announcement that cyclone Nivar
would make landfall. After which
Chennaites were given warnings
that the torrential rains would bring
devastation to the city, and many areas near
the Adyar river were also being evacuated
taking residents to rescue centres.
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Even the water in the Chembarambakkam
lake was above the danger mark and
officials were forced to release 5,000 cusecs
of water into the Adyar river, the other two
lakes were almost nearing the danger mark.
On speaking with International Business
Times, India, Chennaites shared their
difficulties they are going through mainly
due to the power cuts across major parts of
the city, many found it difficult to carry out
day-to-day chores.

With the onset of the cyclone and the rain
pouring inside the houses, here are a few
ordeals shared by people.
An IT professional from Adyar, Mr Balaji
stated that 'I was living in true nightmare on
Wednesday, I didn't have power for close to
9 hours and even the communication was
cut, with trees falling and the power lines
gone I found it difficult to even buy food for
my family.''
Mr Venkatesan from the lake area in
Nungambakkam says that "It was around
three in the afternoon when the power
supply was cut off. The rainwater actually
came up till my waist. In the night the water
started coming inside our house."
Inflated food prices and network issues:
The heavy rains have also impacted the
prices of food in restaurants due to high
demand. Restaurants have also decided to
surge their prices and reduce the number of
orders.
With many restaurants remaining shut and
food apps charging extra due to the
weather, finding food is not only difficult
but also expensive Several citizens have a
terrible time purchasing food online or even
on the ground as even an idly is now close
to Rs 60 in any restaurant.
One of the residents, Mr Selvam from T
Nagar said, 'To order a dosa worth ₹80, I
had to pay ₹60 surge fee, I have a family of
5 people and ended up paying a fortune for
just 5 dosas.
''My father has high BP and needs to take
his medicine on time and with many
restaurants and vegetable mars shut I had a
tough time to find food for my family''. says
Mrs Meenakumari from Madipakkam.
Already with the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, people have been confined to
their homes for the past nine months and
found it difficult to carry out daily activities
but with Cyclone Nivar the situation has
worsened. Many were stuck in their houses
with no power and found it difficult to log
in for their work from home with no access
to the internet.
The aftermath has left a devastating impact
on the city of Chennai with 45 per cent of
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the city has no power supply. The worst
affected areas are the areas near the Adyar
river and near the Chembarambakkam lake.
At least three people were killed and three
others injured when slammed into the
southern state and Puducherry early on
Thursday, uprooting trees and power lines,
officials said. Cyclone Nivar crossed the
Tamil Nadu coast with a wind speed of 120130kmph.
The cyclone uprooted trees in several areas
of Chennai even as incidents of wall
collapse were reported from some parts of
the state. Heavy rains triggered by the storm
caused flooding in some streets of Chennai
and people were seen walking in knee-deep
water in some streets.
Civic body officials said on Twitter that
local administration workers have been
working to remove fallen trees and power
lines. Some residents in south Chennai had
parked cars on a bridge over fears of
flooding. Tens of thousands of people were
evacuated from low-lying areas of Tamil
Nadu ahead of the storm's landfall.
AFTER CYCLONE NIVER, A NEW
WEATHER SYSTEM IS BREWING IN
THE BAY OF BENGAL:
ithin a week of very severe
cyclonic storm Nivar crossing
the Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
coast and dumping
heavy rains, a fresh low pressure system is
expected to form over south Bay of Bengal
around November 29, the Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD) said on
Thursday.
Authorities said the new system is likely to
become more marked and move westwards
of south Tamil Nadu. IMD director general
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said the low pressure
system may bring very heavy rains over
Tamil Nadu.
He, however, added that it needs to be seen
whether the system will intensify into a
cyclone. A low pressure area is the first
stage in the formation of a cyclone.
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N Puviarasan, director of the Area Cyclone
Warning Centre at the Regional
Meteorological Centre here said the met
office was closely monitoring the
development of the new weather system.
Meanwhile, Cyclone Nivar has weakened
into a deep depression and lays centred over
South Rayalaseema about 50 km westsouthwest of Tirupati and and 115 km westnorthwest of Chennai.
Under its influence, Tambaram in
Chengalpattu received the highest rainfall
in the State of 31 cm in the 24 hours ending
8.30 am on Thursday. Puducherry received
30 cm rainfall followed by Cuddalore and
the DGP's office in Chennai with 28 cm
while Sholinganallur received 22 cm. Many
other stations in Tiruvallur, Chennai,
Kancheepuram,
Tiruvannamalai
and
Chengalpattu received rainfall in excess of
10 cm. Even on Thursday, Chennai and its
suburbs recorded good rainfall.
While making landfall north of Puducherry,
Cyclone Nivar recorded a wind speed of
120-130 kmph gusting to 145 kmph. In
places such as Chennai, wind speed peaked
at 80 kmph and gusty winds along with
intermediate rainfall continued through
Thursday.
It was also one of the coldest days of the
season,
with
Nungambakkam
and
Meenambakkam stations recording a
maximum temperature of 25.8 degrees
Celsius and 24.7 degree Celsius, which is 4
degrees below normal.
The met office said the rainfall activity
would reduce from Friday and the sky
would be generally cloudy in Chennai.
Weather blogger Pradeep John said
Chennai has reached its full northeast
monsoon quota of 840 mm rainfall and
from here on any rainfall will lead to an
excess, with a very good December ahead.
"We might go well into excess," he said.
FARMER LEADERS DETAINED
AHEAD OF "DILLI CHALO" SAYS
YOGENDRA YADHAV.
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waraj India national president
Yogendra Yadav on Tuesday
claimed that the Haryana police
detained around a dozen farmer
leaders across the State in a major
crackdown ahead of farmer groups’ call for
‘Dilli Chalo’ on November 26 to protest
against the farm laws that were recently
passed.
In a live video on his Facebook page around
10-30 a.m., Mr. Yadav claimed that he had
been getting calls from his friends and
farmers leaders involved in the preparations
for the ‘Dilli Chalo’ programme that more
than a dozen farmer leaders were detained
across several districts in raids from 12
midnight till 5 a.m.
“All those detained have been lodged at
police stations. No charges have been
levelled against them. When the
government fails to find any way out from
a situation, it resorts to a crackdown,” said
Mr. Yadav.
Mr. Yadav appealed to all citizens, citizen
groups and political leaders to stand against
this act of suppression by the government.
He claimed that leaders from Hisar, Jhajjar,
Bhiwani, Sirsa and Karnal were detained.
Mr. Yadav, however, added that the farmer
groups would go ahead with their protest on
November 26. “I will be reaching
Gurugram around noon and then proceed to
Nuh to mobilise farmers for the ‘Dilli
Chalo’ programme,” said Mr. Yadav. He
expressed apprehensions of similar police
action in other States as well.
Repeated phone calls and messages to
several senior police officers, including the
Superintendents of Police of various
districts, to seek their response on the
matter went unanswered.
IN VACCINE RACE LAST LAP, THE
KEY STEPS FOR INDIA:

E

valuation of candidate vaccines
for COVID-19 should be done on
technical
parameters
and
programmatic suitability. An

ideal vaccine would provide all of these —
immunity that is of a high degree (90% +
protective especially against severe illness),
broad scale (against different variants) and
durable (at least five years if not lifelong);
a vaccine that is safe (little or no sideeffects and definitely no serious adverse
effects); a vaccine that is cheap (similar to
current childhood vaccines); a vaccine that
is programmatically suitable (single dose,
can be kept at room temperature or at worst
needs simple refrigeration between 2°C and
4°C, needle-free delivery, and a vaccine
that is available in multidose vials, has long
shelf life and is amenable to rapid
production.

The first rule would be to not to put all your
eggs in one basket. We already know that
government has planned for vaccine supply
from different sources. The second rule
would be to prioritise. The World Health
Organization has issued guidelines for
prioritisation for vaccine recipients. For
this, we need to rank population sub-groups
by risk category (risk of infection or
adverse outcome or economic impact), and
by programmatic ease of vaccination —
based on their captivity (health-care
workers, organised sector, workplace,
schools), and access to existing channels of
vaccination (pregnant women
and
children). Start with where these two
criteria intersect — health-care workers
followed by policemen. The third rule is use
multiple channels to immunise the
population. Other important considerations
would be of equity and cost. Obviously,
military and paramilitary staff will be dealt
with as a special case due to their high
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captivity
and
national
security
considerations.
The first product off the block may not be
suitable in terms of cost and cold storage,
but if the priority is health-care workers,
then we could go ahead and buy some (how
much is a trade- off) vaccines for this group
if it is above 75% effective, as it is possible
to immunise health-care workers keeping
cold storage requirements at their own
facility, including in private sector or
district hospitals. The same infrastructure
can also be used to vaccinate the police
force. This will buy us some time to
evaluate other vaccines and delivery
options. The workplace and school-based
vaccination roll-out could be the second
phase of vaccination.
However, the greatest challenge would be
to immunise the poorest and the most
vulnerable
(slums/migrants/refugees/people
with
disabilities). Because of access issues, this
must be by an outreach or camp approach
(booths
along
with
web-enabled
appointments facilitated by civil society); a
programmatically suitable vaccine will
have to be prioritised for them.
One major challenge would be that many
people would be willing to pay for the
vaccine and ask for expedited access. So,
should we allow this? Obviously, till we
cover a bulk of phase 1 beneficiaries, the
government should not concern itself with
other groups. However, it can and should
allow the vaccine to be available in the
private sector at a market-driven price for
such people. It will be ethical as well as
cost-saving for the government, if it does
not divert vaccines from the governmentdriven programme. Let the decision to wait
for a government-delivered vaccine or one
from the private sector be made by
individuals, and not the government. It will
also free the government to focus more on
“needy” people.
Many countries have already published
their prioritisation policy whereas in India,
it is only based on what we hear from the
media — that health-care workers have

been prioritised and details are not available
in the public domain. It is critical that the
government has a fair, transparent and
published policy in this regard even if it
results in heartburn in some quarters.
US ANNOUNCES REWARD OF UP TO
USD
5
MILLION
FOR
INFORMATION
ABOUT
26/11
MASTERMIND:
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welve years after the 26/11
Mumbai attacks, the United States
has announced a reward of up to
USD 5 million for
information leading to the arrest or
conviction of Lashkar-e-Tayyiba member
Sajid Mir for his 'role' in the attacks in
Mumbai in 2008.

According to an official statement issued by
the US Rewards for Justice program, 'Sajid
Mir, a senior member of the Pakistan-based
foreign terrorist organization Lashkar-eTayyiba (LeT), is wanted for his
involvement in the November 2008 terrorist
attacks in Mumbai, India. The Rewards for
Justice program is offering a reward of up
to USD 5 million for information leading to
the arrest or conviction in any country of
Sajid Mir for his role in these attacks.'
On November 26, 2008, 10 terrorists,
trained by the Pakistan-based terrorist
organisation LeT, carried out a series of
coordinated attacks against multiple targets
in Mumbai -- the Taj Mahal Hotel, the
Oberoi Hotel, the Leopold Cafe, the
Nariman (Chabad) House, and the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus -- killing 166
people.
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In these gruesome attacks, nine terrorists
were killed and the lone survivor, Ajmal
Amir Kasab, was caught and sentenced to
death. On November 11, 2012, Kasab was
hanged at Yerwada Central Jail in Pune.
'Sajid Mir was LeT's operations manager
for the Mumbai attack, playing a leading
role in its planning, preparation, and
execution. Mir was indicted in the United
States District Court, Northern District of
Illinois, Eastern Division (Chicago,
Illinois) on April 21, 2011, and was charged
with conspiracy to injure the property of a
foreign government; providing material
support to terrorists; aiding and abetting the
killing of a citizen outside of the US; and
the bombing of places of public use.
According to the indictment, during the
attacks, Mir advised the attackers to kill
hostages, set fires, and throw grenades and
also sought the release of a hostage in
exchange for the release of a captured
attacker. A warrant for Mir's arrest was
issued on April 22, 2011. In 2019, Mir was
added to the FBI's Most Wanted Terrorists
List,' the department said.
It added that on August 30, 2012, the
Department of the Treasury designated Mir
for holding leadership positions within the
LeT. 'According to the US Department of
Treasury, as of 2005, Mir directed training
for operatives preparing for overseas
recruiting, money
laundering,
and
operational planning. The LeT was
designated a foreign terrorist organisation
by the US Department of State in December
2001,' the department added.
However, Pakistani authorities continue to
deny culpability and are yet to take action
on the multiple dossiers shared by India. A
trial underway in a Pakistani anti-terrorism
court against seven suspects has made little
headway in more than a decade, as
Pakistani officials serially question the
sufficiency and legitimacy of evidence
against them.
Pakistan has been placed on the FATF's
grey list of the country with inadequate
controls over terror financing in 2018,
saying Pakistan 'still needs to demonstrate

that law enforcement agencies are
identifying and investigating the widest
range of terrorism financing activity.'
Pakistan has long been criticised for
cultivating terror proxy groups and the
country currently faces renewed pressure to
act against terrorists.
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