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 FOREWORD 

More has been said about the writing of lawyers and judges than of any other group, 

except, of course, poets and novelists. The difference is that while the latter has 

usually been admired for their writing, the public has almost always damned lawyers 

and judges for theirs. If this state of affairs has changed in recent times, it is only in 

that many lawyers and judges have now joined the rest of the world is complaining 

about the quality of legal prose. My best wishes to all these student contributors, for 

their future endeavors. My best wishes and assurance to the readers that this will 

add a lot to the knowledge after reading this perfect case compilation. It’s not just 

for the legal fraternity but for anyone who has an interest in the field of law.  

By 

 Kshitij Chandra Pandey 
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PREFACE 

May there be Peace in Heaven, May there be Peace in the Sky, May there be Peace in the 

Earth, May there be Peace in the Water, May there be Peace in the Plants, May there be 

Peace in the Trees, May there be Peace in the Gods in the various Worlds, May there be 

Peace in all the human beings, May there be Peace in All, 

PEACE, PEACE, PEACE.  

Our age-old culture prays for peace and happiness for one and all. Family is the first and 

oldest social group. It has played an important role in the stability and prosperity of the 

civilization. Almost everything of lasting value in humanity has its roots in the family. Peace 

and harmony in the family are important for the all-round development of children. This 

Compilation of Judgments of the Supreme Court of India and High Court of India by All India 

Legal Forum is aimed at bringing about desired sensitivity in all duty holders. We’re glad to 

be a part of the All Indian legal forum. 

 Here’s an introduction to my team:  

Patron- in-Chief: Aayush Akar  

Editor-in-Chief: Shubhank Suman  

Senior Manager: kshitij chandra pandey 

Manager: Dev jyoti das 

Content writers: 

• Chanchal garg  

• Sowmya battineni 

• Nidhi paul 

• Rishi kumar tripathi 

• Arti sharma 

• Manusha sharma 

• Nitin sharma 

• Astha milgani 

• Yash Sharma  
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Editor: 

• Khushi yadav 
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DISCLAIMER 

Team AILF India has made all efforts to summarize the cases from original cases retrieved 

from AIR and SCC. In some cases, the team has tried to summarize cases from the available 

sources as they could not find original ones. 
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HISTORY 

INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT AND INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA 

Indian National Movement 

The Second world war broke out between Germany and Britain in September 3, 1939. India 

was also proclaimed to be a part of the war, which was entirely decided by the British 

officers. The British officers did not bother consulting the Indians- to be specific- the Central 

Legislature. The different members which were appointed by the Viceroy’s executive council 

as well as Muslim League were also ignored. To make up later for the issue, the viceroy 

invited Gandhiji and many other leaders. Leaders like Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru clearly 

declined saying that they are not on the side of fascism and aggression.  

The congress working committee met on September 14,1939 with a resolution drafted by 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. This resolution condemned the aggression of Germany on Poland. 

The resolution also clearly stated that the free and democratic India would come up and 

associate herself with other free nations for mutual defence against aggression but 

demanded British to answer their queries in unequivocal terms as to the aims of the war 

and how these aims were to be applied on India. The AICC endorsed the resolution of the 

working committee on October 10,1939 and demanded India to be declared as a free and 

independent nation.  

The British government however gave no immediate response in regards to the resolution 

of the Congress. The Viceroy interviewed about the various political leaders including 

Gandhiji, Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Gandhiji. A statement in connection with the same was 

issued on October 17, 1939. The Viceroy of that time, Lord Linlithgow stated that the 

dominion status was the goal of British Policy in India. The Viceroy even decalred that the 

Government of India Act will be open for further modification at the end of the war in light 

of the Indian’s news. Even the minority section were promised that their words and 

interests would be given full priority and weightage.  

In the present scenario, Viceroy was prepared to constitute a consultative group 

representing major political parties and Indian princes over which he would himself preside. 

Gandhiji in return declared that the decision is very disappointing to constitute a 
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consultative group. The Congress on the other hand thought that the entire measure was 

very unfortunate since it gave an encouragement to the Muslim communalism. It is then 

that the Congress asked its ministers to tender their resignation between October 27 and 

November 15, which was later on complied with. The Secretary of State attempted to pacify 

India by offering more berths to the Indians in the Viceroy’s executive council but the 

Congress happened to have rejected it.  

The Government of India which mainly compromised of the British officials on the other 

hand were very happy since they had the opportunity to get full support from the 

provisional government without any obstruction. In and around 1940, another meeting was 

organised which was under the presidentship of Maulana Abdul Kalam. The demand stood 

so clear that nothing less than full independence could be accepted by the People of India. 

Although the demand was pretty straight and without any terms and additional conditions, 

yet the authorities were in no mood to consider the same.  

Situation in England were however turning worse. It turned out to be more worse when 

France surrendered to Germany in June 1940. This act compelled to open the English 

Channel and Mediterranean Sea for Hitler’s Army. Amidst this, the position of Britain was 

not at all secure. There was a high possibility that Britain had to face the same fate as 

France. The English Parliament later passed the India and Burma Act which led to transfer of 

the powers of the Secretary and State to the Governor General because of breakdown of 

contacts between Great Britain and India. In spit of this situation, India did not take any 

undue advantage of the situation. In a session held in June 1940, it started to show more 

readiness towards the activity in pursuing defence efforts in its demand for fully 

independent India. This request was granted and a provisional national government was set 

up at the Centre. The Government is said to have responded to it which is popularly known 

as the “ August Offer”. This offer as made by the viceroy in August 8, 1940. The conditions 

were that it agreed to set up a Constituent Assembly by the end of the war. The Constituent 

Assembly will be a representation of the Indian people who later on made and drafted the 

Indian Constitution. It also offered to set up an advisory war council and to expand Viceroy’s 

council by the inclusion of more Indian Members.  

It was further concluded that the “August Offer” was more of pro-Muslim League than 

anything else since it virtually accepted the Lahore Session which placed forward the 
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demand for a separate state for the Muslims. For the Congress leader, the offer turned out 

to be disappointing. They understood that the British were not ready to part away with the 

power and was making the problem of the minorities an unsurmountable barrier on the 

path of India’s national freedom movement. The Congress President, Maulana Abdul Kalam 

Azad declined meeting the Viceroy in this regard. Gandhiji castigated the August Offer 

underlining that this offer was widening the gulf between India. 

Jawaharlal Nehru also underlined that the whole status of the Dominion of India was dead. 

Nehru warned that the self-imposed restraint of Congress must not be taken to the limit of 

Self-extinction. It was then that the congress decided to reject the August Offer and start 

the Civil Disobedience Movement.  

All the sectors of people wanted the civil disobedience movement to be  mass movement. A 

movement strong enough to give a blow to the British Imperialism.  

Individual Satyagraha 

Individual satyagraha started as a result of the commencement of the August offer which 

was put down by the British Viceroy. This movement not only highlighted for the need of 

Independence but for the right of speech. The Congress in 1940, asked Gandhiji to take 

command over it and hence, it resulted in a mass struggle with a strategic perspective. 

Individual Satyagraha came forward with some specific aims. They are: 

• To express the people’s feelings about their disinterest in wars. To them there 

existed no distinction between Nazism and the autocratic bureaucracy which was 

ruling India.  

• The Individual Satyagraha pointed out that the nationalist patience was not due to 

weakness.  

• The Individual Satyagraha was to give opportunity to the Government and accept the 

demands of Congress peacefully.  

The demand underlined by the Individual Satyagrahi was to use the freedom of speech 

against the war and aggression building up in the country. it was even predicted that if the 

Satyagrahis were not arrested it might lead to the beginning of the Delhi Chalo Movement. 

The main intention behind this was promotion of independent nation interest in a non-
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violent manner. Acharya Vinoba Bhave, Brahma Dutt and Gandhiji were notably the 

selected Satyagrahis. These Satyagrahis were very focussed on affirming the right of speech.  

A Satyagrahi was required to repeat only two sentence- “ It is wrong to help the British war 

effort with Men and Money. The only worthy effort is to resist all wars with non-violent 

resistance. By reciting these slogans, members of Central and Provisional Assemblies, 

members of All India Congress Committee, Provisional Congress Committee, Provisional 

Working Committee and so on were arrested. Before Gandhiji decided on suspending the 

Individual Civil Disobedience movement for the Christmas break, 11 members of Working 

committee, 29 ex-ministers, 176 members of All India Congress Committee and 40 members 

of Central and Provisional Assemblies were further arrested.  

The campaign started in the beginning of January 1941 and gained a lot of momentum by 

the late January. Voluntarily almost 2250 arrest were made. The enthusiasm which the 

volunteers beard for their arrest was astonishing. In the due course more than 20,000 

people were convicted.  

When the Satyagrahis were getting released they again went forward for re-arrest. 

Thousands were in jail losing all their freedom and comfort. In December, however, all the 

Satyagrahis were released. It was then that Japan attacked Pearl Harbour. The situations has 

tuned so crucial that it was even predicted that Japanese would cross the border of India. 

Sensing the urgency, the Congress suspended the civil disobedience movement and lend 

help to the people in every way possible so that the Japanese could be kept at bay.  
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

PHASES OF INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY 

The very structure of the international order is undergoing a profound transformation. This 

can be attributed by various geopolitical events. 

▪ USA's unilateralism under America First policy. 

▪ Re-balancing of the global economy: The rise of China, India etc. Phases of Indian 

Foreign Policy 

▪ Return of old empires: Resurgence of Russia, Iran or Turkey. 

▪ Geopolitical Flux in the Middle East: Crisis in Syria & Afghanistan, Reign of terrorism 

by Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). 

▪ Africa which was earlier called the lost continent is now being called as the continent 

of hope. 

▪ Technology, connectivity and trade are now the new notions of power. 

▪ Climate change is a factor, contributing to geopolitics amongst others by the opening 

of an Arctic passage (a sea route from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic ocean, through 

the Arctic Ocean). 

In order to contemplate a challenging road ahead in this phase of geopolitical transformation, 

India can learn from its foreign policy since Independence. 

 

Indian foreign policy can be understood by dividing it into six broad phases: 

▪ The first phase (1947-62): Optimistic Non-Alignment 

 

o This period is marked with a setting of a bipolar world, with camps led by the 

United States and the USSR. 
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• India’s objectives in this phase were to resist dilution of its sovereignty, 

rebuild its economy and consolidate its integrity. 

o India was one of the first countries to be decolonized. Thus, it was natural for 

India to lead Asia and Africa in a quest for a more equitable world order. 

 

• In pursuit of this, India played a critical role in the establishment of the 

Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) (1961), which marked the peak of 

Third World solidarity. 

o However, the 1962 conflict with China not only brought this period to an end 

but in a manner that significantly damaged India’s standing on NAM. 

▪ The second phase (1962-71): Decade of Realism and Recovery 

 

o After the 1962 war, India made pragmatic choices on security and political 

challenges. 

o It looked beyond non-alignment in the interest of national security, concluding 

a now largely forgotten defence agreement with the US in 1964. 

o However, India faced external pressures on Kashmir (Tashkent agreement 

1965) from the US and UK. 

 

• Through Tashkent agreement both India and Pakistan agreed to withdraw 

all armed forces to pre-war positions, to restore diplomatic relations; and 

to discuss economic, refugee, and other questions. 

• However, the agreement did not contain a no-war pact or any 

renunciation of Pakistan's aggression in Kashmir (as Pakistan was an ally 

of the US). 

o Therefore, India now started tilting towards USSR. 
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▪ The third phase (1971-91): Greater Indian Regional Assertion 

 

o India showed remarkable use of hard power when it liberated Bangladesh in 

the India-Pakistan war in 1971. 

o However, it was a particularly complex phase as the US-China-Pakistan axis that 

came into being at this time seriously threatened India’s prospects,as a regional 

power. 

o India also faced sanctions from US and it allies after conducting a Peaceful 

nuclear explosion test in 1974 (Pokhran I). 

o Further, the collapse of the USSR, India’s close ally, and the economic crisis in 

1991 compelled India to look again at the first principles of both domestic and 

foreign policy. 

 

• The combination of events as diverse as the Gulf War (1991-1992), the 

break-up of USSR (1991), long standing economic stagnation and 

domestic turbulence came together in 1991, creating a balance of 

payment crisis in India. 

▪ The fourth phase (1991-98): Safeguarding Strategic Autonomy 

 

o The emergence of a unipolar world (led by the USA), encouraged India to 

change its approach to world affairs. 

o This quest for strategic autonomy was particularly focused on securing its 

nuclear weapon option (Pokhran II 1998). 

o This is a period where India reached out to engage the US, Israel and ASEAN 

countries more intensively. 

▪ This fifth phase (1998-2013): India, a Balancing Power 
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o In this period, India gradually acquired the attributes of a balancing power 

(against the rise of China). 

o It is reflected in the India-US nuclear deal (123 Agreement). 

o At the same time, India could also make common cause with China on climate 

change and trade, and consolidate further ties with Russia while helping to 

fashion BRICS into a major global forum. 

▪ The sixth phase (2013-until now): Energetic Engagement 

 

o In this phase of transitional geopolitics, India's policy of Non-Alignment has 

turned into Multi Alignment. 

o Moreover, India is now more aware of its own capabilities and the expectations 

that the world has of India. 

 

• That India is among the major economies of the world is one factor. 

• The relevance of India’s talent in creating and sustaining global 

technology is also likely to grow in time. 

• India's willingness to shape key global negotiations (such as conference in 

Paris on climate change) is equally significant. 

• India has been able to assert itself beyond South Asia, through its 

approach towards the Indian Ocean Region (SAGAR initiative) and the 

extended neighbourhood (Act East policy and Think West policy). 

 

The following lessons that can be learnt from this historical study of Indian foreign policy: 

▪ Need for greater realism in policy: India needs to change the image of a reluctant 

power. 
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o In the phase of optimistic non-alignment (or even later), India's focus on 

diplomatic visibility sometimes led to an overlooking the harsher realities of 

hard security. 

 

• Discomfort with hard power can be reflected in the lack of adequate 

consultation with the military. 

• This led to an early misreading of Pakistan’s and China's intentions (Indo-

Pak war 1948 & Sino-India war 1962), led to Gilgit-Baltistan & part of 

Kashmir and Aksai Chin region now being under the effective control of 

Pakistan and China respectively. 

o India realized that soft power diplomacy is not sufficient for protecting the 

country. 

o Therefore, the creation of the post of Chief of Defence Staff shows a step in the 

right direction. 

▪ Need for Strong economy: An expansionary foreign policy cannot be built on the 

margins of the global economy. 

 

o China's assertiveness today in international politics (reflected in the Belt and 

Road initiative) is derived from its economic power. Similar is the case for the 

rise of Asian ‘tiger economies' (ASEAN countries) and Japan. 

o There is a need for India to build a strong economic foundation to fulfil the 

aspiration of global power. 

▪ Need for Multi alignment: Any quest to maximize options and expand space 

naturally requires engaging multiple players. 

 

o Today's world is characterized by complex interdependence (where countries 

are competing on geostrategic issues and cooperating on geo economic issues). 

Therefore, Indian foreign policy requires strategic hedging. 
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o However, it is difficult to reconcile between Howdy Modi & Mamallapuram 

(informal meeting of Indian Prime minister with US and Chinese counterparts 

respectively), RIC (Russia-India-China) & JAI (Japan-America-India), Quad & SCO 

(Shanghai Cooperation Organization), Iran & Saudis and Israel & Palestine. 

o Therefore, “Hedging” is going to be a delicate exercise. 

▪ Need for Greater Risk: Low-risk foreign policy is only likely to produce limited 

rewards. 

 

o India’s emphasis on sovereignty has not prevented India from responding to 

human rights situations in its neighbourhood. 

 

• The humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations undertaken in 

Yemen, Nepal, Iraq, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Fiji and Mozambique are 

statements of India’s capability as much it is of India’s responsibility. 

o Also, India’s enthusiasm for shaping global conversations on climate change, 

terrorism, connectivity and maritime security is already having an impact. 

o However, India needs to have more assertive participation in events of 

geopolitical significance. 

 

• As Rabindranath Tagore declared, you can't cross the sea merely by 

standing and staring at the water. 

▪ Need for reading into things right: Foreign policy is all about dealing with global 

contradictions. 

 

o Foreign policy of all nations reflects an assessment of opportunities and 

compulsions, and of risks and rewards. Even a slight misreading of the larger 

landscape can prove costly. 
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• For example, India going to the United Nations on Jammu & Kashmir 

clearly misread the intent of the Anglo-American alliance then and of the 

seriousness of the Cold War. 

 

• India went to the United Nations, with a view that the international 

community will take notice of Pakistan’s aggression on Kashmir. 

• However, the United Nations Security Council announced a 

ceasefire which created the PoK problem which we are still 

struggling to solve. 

• At the same time the occupation of Kashmir by Pakistan (PoK) also 

geographically separated India from the energy-rich Central Asian 

countries. 

• In the 1960s, 1980s and again after 2001 (9/11 attack on the US), India 

grossly underestimated the relevance of Pakistan to American and 

Chinese global strategy. 

o In present times, an appreciation of world politics must include a proper 

understanding of Sino-US contradictions, of growing multi-polarity, of weaker 

multilateralism, of larger economic and political rebalancing, of greater space 

for regional powers, and of a world of convergence. 

o A clearer definition of interests is, therefore, the next step. 

To conclude, in this phase of geopolitical transformation, India needs to follow an approach 

of working with multiple partners on different agendas. Therefore, Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 

Sabka Vishwas is relevant in foreign policy. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA PULLS OUT OF KAVKAZ 2020 

Recently, India has withdrawn its participation from Kavkaz 2020, a multinational tri-services 

exercise in Russia, citing Covid-19 as the official reason. 

Key Points 

▪ Other Possible Reasons for Withdrawal: 

 

o Participation of Chinese, Turkish and Pakistani troops. 

• The standoff at Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China has been ongoing 

since May 2020 and several rounds of talks for disengagement have failed 

to end the impasse. 

 

• However, in June 2020, Indian and Chinese military contingents 

marched at the Victory Day Parade at Red Square in Moscow to 

mark the 75th anniversary of World War II. 

• Turkey has been critical of India’s policies on Kashmir. 

o Participation of Georgian breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia in 

the exercise which have been recognised only by Russia and few other 

countries. 

 

• India does not recognize these breakaway regions. 

▪ Kavkaz-2020 Exercise: 

 

o It is a strategic command-post exercise, and also known as Caucasus-2020. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/victory-day-parade
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o The tri-service exercise is part of a four-year exercise cycle of the Russian army. 

Previous editions of the exercise were held in 2012 and 2016. 

 

• In 2020 it will be conducted in the Astrakhan province of Southern Russia. 

o Member countries of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and Central 

Asian countries would be participating. 

▪ India-Russia Military Diplomacy: 

 

o India’s military diplomacy with Russia started in 2003 with the first edition of Ex 

Indra, a bilateral Naval exercise. India also participated in Exercise TSENTR 

2019. 

 

• Exercise TSENTR 2019 is a part of the Russian Armed Forces' annual 

training cycle. 

• It aims at evolving drills of the participating armies and practising them in 

the fight against the scourge of international terrorism thereby ensuring 

military security in the strategic Central Asian region. 

o India’s withdrawal from Kavkaz assumes significance because the Kavkaz was 

essentially a Russian military exercise and not a Chinese one. 

 

• India has always viewed its relations with Russia independent of China-

Russia ties. 

• Russia has also responded in a similar fashion. It maintained its 

commitment of supplying arms to India even during the standoff. 

 

 

Conclusion 
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▪ India needs to deepen its ties with Russia because Russia is an important balancer for 

India vis-à-vis China. 

▪ Also, India should seek to reset its relationship with Russia, especially as the defence 

element is starting to fade as India has started diversifying its defence procurements. 

Energy and strategic minerals can be other areas of cooperation. 

▪ Promoting mutually beneficial trilateral cooperation between Russia, China and 

India could contribute towards the reduction of mistrust and suspicion between India 

and China. In this context, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and RIC trilateral 

forum must be leveraged. 
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CONSTITUTION 

THE MUNICIPALITIES 

Definition 

243P. In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

(a) “Committee” means a Committee constituted under article 243S; 

(b) “district” means a district in a State; 

(c) “Metropolitan area” means an area having a population of ten lakhs or more, comprised 

in one or more districts and consisting of two or more Municipalities or Panchayats or other 

contiguous areas, specified by the Governor by public notification to be a Metropolitan area 

for the purposes of this Part; 

(d) “Municipal area” means the territorial area of a Municipality as is notified by the 

Governor; 

(e) “Municipality” means an institution of self-government constituted under article 243Q; 

(f) “Panchayat” means a Panchayat constituted under article 243B; 

(g) “population” means the population as ascertained at the last preceding census of which 

the relevant figures have been published. 

Constitution of Municipalities. 

243Q. (1) There shall be constituted in every State,— 

(a) a Nagar Panchayat (by whatever name called) for a transitional area, that is to say, an 

area in transition from a rural area to an urban area; 

(b) a Municipal Council for a smaller urban area; and 

(c) a Municipal Corporation for a larger urban area, in accordance with the provisions of this 

Part: 

Provided that a Municipality under this clause may not be constituted in such urban area or 

part thereof as the Governor may, having regard to the size of the area and the municipal 

services being provided or proposed to be provided by an industrial establishment in that 

area and such other factors as he may deem fit, by public notification, specify to be an 

industrial township. 



 

22 
 

(2) In this article, “a transitional area”, “a smaller urban area” or “a larger urban area” 

means such area as the Governor may, having regard to the population of the area, the 

density of the population therein, the revenue generated for local administration, the 

percentage of employment in non-agricultural activities, the economic importance or such 

other factors as he may deem fit, specify by public notification for the purposes of this Part. 

Composition of Muncipalities. 

243R. (1) Save as provided in clause (2), all the seats in a Municipality shall be filled by 

persons chosen by direct election from the territorial constituencies in the Municipal area 

and for this purpose each Municipal area shall be divided into territorial constituencies to be 

known as wards. 

(2) The Legislature of a State may, by law, provide— 

(a) for the representation in a Municipality of— 

(i) persons having special knowledge or experience in Municipal administration; 

(ii) the members of the House of the People and the members of the Legislative Assembly of 

the State representing constituencies which comprise wholly or partly the Municipal area; 

(iii) the members of the Council of States and the members of the Legislative Council of the 

State registered as electors within the Municipal area; 

(iv) the Chairpersons of the Committees constituted under clause (5) of article 243S: 

Provided that the persons referred to in paragraph (i) shall not have the right to vote in the 

meetings of the Municipality; 

(b) the manner of election of the Chairperson of a Municipality. 

Constitution and composition of Wards Committees, etc. 

243S. (1) There shall be constituted Wards Committees, consisting of one or more wards, 

within the territorial area of a Municipality having a population of three lakhs or more. 

(2) The Legislature of a State may, by law, make provision with respect to— 

(a) the composition and the territorial area of a Wards Committee; 

(b) the manner in which the seats in a Wards Committee shall be filled. 
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(3) A member of a Municipality representing a ward within the territorial area of the Wards 

Committee shall be a member of that Committee. 

(4) Where a Wards Committee consists of— 

(a) one ward, the member representing that ward in the Municipality; or 

(b) two or more wards, one of the members representing such wards in the Municipality 

elected by the members of the Wards Committee, shall be the Chairperson of that 

Committee. 

(5) Nothing in this article shall be deemed to prevent the Legislature of a State from making 

any provision for the constitution of Committees in addition to the Wards Committees. 

Reservation of seats. 

243T. (1) Seats shall be reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every 

Municipality and the number of seats so reserved shall bear, as nearly as may be, the same 

proportion to the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in that Municipality as 

the population of the Scheduled Castes in the Municipal area or of the Scheduled Tribes in 

the Municipal area bears to the total population of that area and such seats may be allotted 

by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality. 

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of seats reserved under clause (1) shall be 

reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes or, as the case may be, the 

Scheduled Tribes. 

(3) Not less than one-third (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging to 

the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of seats to be filled by 

direct election in every Municipality shall be reserved for women and such seats may be 

allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality. 

(4) The offices of Chairpersons in the Municipalities shall be reserved for the Scheduled 

Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and women in such manner as the Legislature of a State may, 

by law, provide. 



 

24 
 

(5) The reservation of seats under clauses (1) and (2) and the reservation of offices of 

Chairpersons (other than the reservation for women) under clause (4) shall cease to have 

effect on the expiration of the period specified in article 334. 

(6) Nothing in this Part shall prevent the Legislature of a State from making any provision for 

reservation of seats in any Municipality or offices of Chairpersons in the Municipalities in 

favour of backward class of citizens. 

Duration of Muncipalities, etc. 

243U. (1) Every Municipality, unless sooner dissolved under any law for the time being in 

force, shall continue for five years from the date appointed for its first meeting and no 

longer: 

Provided that a Municipality shall be given a reasonable opportunity of being heard before 

its dissolution. 

(2) No amendment of any law for the time being in force shall have the effect of causing 

dissolution of a Municipality at any level, which is functioning immediately before such 

amendment, till the expiration of its duration specified in clause (1). 

(3) An election to constitute a Municipality shall be completed,— 

(a) before the expiry of its duration specified in clause (1); 

(b) before the expiration of a period of six months from the date of its dissolution: 

Provided that where the remainder of the period for which the dissolved Municipality would 

have continued is less than six months, it shall not be necessary to hold any election under 

this clause for constituting the Municipality for such period. 

(4) A Municipality constituted upon the dissolution of a Municipality before the expiration of 

its duration shall continue only for the remainder of the period for which the dissolved 

Municipality would have continued under clause (1) had it not been so dissolved. 
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Disqualifications for membership. 

243V. (1) A person shall be disqualified for being chosen as, and for being, a member of 

aMunicipality— 

(a) if he is so disqualified by or under any law for the time being in force for the purposes of 

elections to the Legislature of the State concerned: 

Provided that no person shall be disqualified on the ground that he is less than twenty-five 

years of age, if he has attained the age of twenty-one years; 

(b) if he is so disqualified by or under any law made by the Legislature of the State. 

(2) If any question arises as to whether a member of a Municipality has become subject to 

any of the disqualifications mentioned in clause (1), the question shall be referred for the 

decision of such authority and in such manner as the Legislature of a State may, by law, 

provide. 

Powers, authority and responsibilities of Municipalities, etc. 

243W. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Legislature of a State may, by law, 

endow— 

(a) the Municipalities with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them 

to function as institutions of self-government and such law may contain provisions for the 

devolution of powers and responsibilities upon Municipalities, subject to such conditions as 

may be specified therein, with respect to— 

(i) the preparation of plans for economic development and social justice; 

(ii) the performance of functions and the implementation of schemes as may be entrusted 

to them including those in relation to the matters listed in the Twelfth Schedule; 

(b) the Committees with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to 

carry out the responsibilities conferred upon them including those in relation to the matters 

listed in the Twelfth Schedule. 
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Power to impose taxes by, and Funds of, the Municipalities. 

243X. The Legislature of a State may, by law,— 

(a) authorise a Municipality to levy, collect and appropriate such taxes, duties, tolls and fees 

in accordance with such procedure and subject to such limits; 

(b) assign to a Municipality such taxes, duties, tolls and fees levied and collected by the 

State Government for such purposes and subject to such conditions and limits; 

(c) provide for making such grants-in-aid to the Municipalities from the Consolidated Fund 

of the State; and 

(d) provide for constitution of such Funds for crediting all moneys received, respectively, by 

or on behalf of the Municipalities and also for the withdrawal of such moneys therefrom, as 

may be specified in the law. 

Finance Commission. 

243Y. (1) The Finance Commission constituted under article 243-I shall also review the 

financial position of the Municipalities and make recommendations to the Governor as to— 

(a) the principles which should govern— 

(i) the distribution between the State and the Municipalities of the net proceeds of the 

taxes, duties, tolls and fees leviable by the State, which may be divided between them 

under this Part and the allocation between the Municipalities at all levels of their respective 

shares of such proceeds; 

(ii) the determination of the taxes, duties, tolls and fees whichmay be assigned to, or 

appropriated by, the Municipalities; 

(iii) the grants-in-aid to the Municipalities from the Consolidated Fund of the State; 

(b) the measures needed to improve the financial position of the Municipalities; 

(c) any other matter referred to the Finance Commission by the Governor in the interests of 

sound finance of the Municipalities. 

(2) The Governor shall cause every recommendation made by the Commission under this 

article together with an explanatory memorandumas to the action taken thereon to be laid 

before the Legislature of the State. 
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Audit of accounts of Municipalities. 

243Z. The Legislature of a State may, by law, make provisions with respect to the 

maintenance of accounts by the Municipalities and the auditing of such accounts. 

Elections to the Municipalities. 

243ZA. (1) The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls 

for, and the conduct of, all elections to the Municipalities shall be vested in the State 

Election Commission referred to in article 243K. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Legislature of a Statemay, by law, make 

provision with respect to all matters relating to, or in connection with, elections to the 

Municipalities. 

Application to Union territories. 

243ZB. The provisions of this Part shall apply to the Union territories and shall, in their 

application to a Union territory, have effect as if the references to the Governor of a State 

were references to the Administrator of the Union territory appointed under article 239 and 

references to the Legislature or the Legislative Assembly of a State were references in 

relation to a Union territory having a Legislative 

Assembly, to that Legislative Assembly: 

Provided that the President may, by public notification, direct that the provisions of this Part 

shall apply to any Union territory or part thereof subject to such exceptions and 

modifications as he may specify in the notification. part not to apply to certain areas. 

243ZC. (1) Nothing in this Part shall apply to the Scheduled Areas referred to in clause (1), 

and the tribal areas referred to in clause (2), of article 244. 

(2) Nothing in this Part shall be construed to affect the functions and powers of the 

Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council constituted under any law for the time being in force for the 

hill areas of the district of 

Darjeeling in the State of West Bengal. 
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(3) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may, by law, extend the 

provisions of this Part to the Scheduled Areas and the tribal areas referred to in clause (1) 

subject to such exceptions and modifications as may be specified in such law, and no such 

law shall be deemed to be an amendment of this Constitution for the purposes of article 

368. 

Committee for district planning. 

243ZD. (1) There shall be constituted in every State at the district level a District Planning 

Committee to consolidate the plans prepared by the Panchayats and the Municipalities in 

the district and to prepare 

a draft development plan for the district as a whole. 

(2) The Legislature of a State may, by law, make provision with respect to— 

(a) the composition of the District Planning Committees; 

(b) the manner in which the seats in such Committees shall be filled: 

Provided that not less than four-fifths of the total number of members of such Committee 

shall beelected by, and from amongst, the elected members of the Panchayat at the district 

level and of the Municipalities in the district in proportion to the ratio between the 

population of the rural areas and of the urban areas in the district; 

(c) the functions relating to district planning which may be assigned to such Committees; 

(d) the manner in which the Chairpersons of such Committees shall be chosen. 

(3) Every District Planning Committee shall, in preparing the draft development plan,— 

(a) have regard to— 

(i) matters of common interest between the Panchayats and the Municipalities including 

spatial planning, sharing of water and other physical and natural resources, the integrated 

development of infrastructure and environmental conservation; 

(ii) the extent and type of available resources whether financial or otherwise; 

(b) consult such institutions and organisations as the Governor may, by order, specify. 

(4) The Chairperson of every District Planning Committee shall forward the development 

plan, as recommended by such Committee, to the Government of the State. 
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Committee for Metropolitan planning. 

243ZE. (1) There shall be constituted in every Metropolitan area a Metropolitan Planning 

Committee to prepare a draft development plan for the Metropolitan area as a whole. 

(2) The Legislature of a State may, by law, make provision with respect to— 

(a) the composition of the Metropolitan Planning Committees; 

(b) the manner in which the seats in such Committees shall be filled: 

Provided that not less than two-thirds of the members of such Committee shall be elected 

by, and from amongst, the elected members of the Municipalities and Chairpersons of the 

Panchayats in the Metropolitan area in proportion to the ratio between the population of 

the Municipalities and of the 

Panchayats in that area; 

(c) the representation in such Committees of the Government of India and the Government 

of the State and of such organisations and Institutions as may be deemed necessary for 

carrying out 

the functions assigned to such Committees; 

(d) the functions relating to planning and coordination for the Metropolitan area which may 

be assigned to such Committees; 

(e) the manner in which the Chairpersons of such Committees shall be chosen. 

(3) Every Metropolitan Planning Committee shall, in preparing the draft development 

plan,— 

(a) have regard to— 

(i) the plans prepared by the Municipalities and the Panchayats in the Metropolitan area; 

(ii) matters of common interest between the Municipalities and the Panchayats, including 

coordinated spatial planning of the area, sharing of water and other physical and natural 

resources, the integrated development of infrastructure and environmental conservation; 

(iii) the overall objectives and priorities set by the Government of India and the Government 

of the State; 

(iv) the extent and nature of investments likely to be made in the Metropolitan area by 

agencies of the Government of India and of the Government of the State and other available 
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resources whether financial or otherwise; 

(b) consult such institutions and organisations as the Governor may, by order, specify. 

(4) The Chairperson of every Metropolitan Planning Committee shall forward the 

development plan, as recommended by such Committee, to the Government of the State. 

Continuance of existing laws and Muncipalities. 

243ZF. Notwithstanding anything in this Part, any provision of any law relating to 

Municipalities in force in a State immediately before the commencement of the Constitution 

(Seventy-fourth Amendment) 

Act, 1992, which is inconsistent with the provisions of this Part, shall continue to be in force 

until amended or repealed by a competent Legislature or other competent authority or until 

the expiration of one year from such commencement, whichever is earlier: 

Provided that all the Municipalities existing immediately before such commencement shall 

continue till the expiration of their duration, unless sooner dissolved by a resolution passed 

to that effect by the Legislative Assembly of that State or, in the case of a State having a 

Legislative Council, by each House of the Legislature of that State. 

Bar to interference by courts in electoral matters. 

243ZG. Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution,— 

(a) the validity of any law relating to the delimitation of constituencies or the allotment of 

seats to such constituencies, made or purporting to be made under article 243ZA shall not 

be called in question in any court; 

(b) no election to any Municipality shall be called in question except by an election petition 

presented to such authority and in such manner as is provided for by or under any law made 

by the 

Legislature of a https://iasexamportal.com/online-course/igp/csat-paper-i/indian-

polity/indian-constitution/the-municipalities 
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ECONOMICS 

LAW OF SUPPLY 

The law of supply reflects the general tendency of the sellers in offering their stock of a 

commodity for sale in relation to the varying prices. 

It describes seller’s supply behaviour under given conditions. It has been observed that 

usually sellers are willing to supply more with a rise in prices. 

The law of supply may be written as follows: 

“Other things remaining unchanged, the supply of a commodity rises i.e., expands with a 

rise in its price and falls i.e., contracts with a fall in its price. 

In other-words, it can be said that—”Higher the price higher the supply and lower the price 

lower the supply.” 

The law thus suggests that the supply varies directly with the change in price. So, a larger 

amount is supplied at a higher price that at a lower price in the market. 

Explanation of the Law:  

This law can be explained with the help of a supply schedule as well as by a supply curve 

based on an imaginary figures and data. 

 

This can be shown by diagram as follows:  

https://cdn.economicsdiscussion.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/clip_image0029.jpg
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Here, in this diagram the supply curve SS is sloping upward. It suggests with the supply 

schedule, that the market supply tends to expand with the rise in price and vice-versa. 

Similarly, the upward slopping curve also depicts a direct co-variation between price and 

supply. 

 

This law can be shown in this way also. 

In the figure above OX axis shows quantity of demand and OY axis shows price. SS1 line is the 

line of supply when the price of the commodity is OP then quantity of supply is OQ. 

When the price rises from OP to OP2 and then supply also rises from OQ to OQ2. Similarly, if 

price is reduced from OP to OP1, then supply will reduce from OQ to OQ1. 

By seeing the diagram the conclusion can be drawn that when price rises supply increases 

and when the price reduces the supply reduces. 

Assumptions Underlying the Law of Supply: 

Important assumptions of the law of supply are as follows:  

https://cdn.economicsdiscussion.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/clip_image0046.jpg
https://cdn.economicsdiscussion.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/clip_image0053.jpg
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1. No change in the income: 

There should not be any change in the income of the purchaser or the seller. 

2. No change in technique of production: 

There should not be any change in the technique of production. This is essential for the cost 

to remain unchanged. With the improvement in technique if the cost of production is 

reduced, the seller would supply more even at falling prices. 

3. There should be no change in transport cost: 

It is assumed that transport facilities and transport costs are unchanged. Otherwise, a 

reduction in transport cost implies lowering the cost of production, so that more would be 

supplied even at a lower price. 

4. Cost of production be unchanged: 

It is assumed that the price of the product changes, but there is no change in the cost of 

production. If the cost of production increases along with the rise in the price of product, 

the sellers will not find it worthwhile to produce more and supply more. Therefore, the law 

of supply will be valid only if the cost of production remains constant. It implies that the 

factor prices such as wages, interest, rent etc., are also unchanged. 

5. There should be fixed scale of production: 

During a given period of time, it is assumed that the scale of production is held constant. If 

there is a changing scale of production the level of supply will change, irrespective of 

changes in the price of the product. 

6. There should not be any speculation: 

The law also assumes that the sellers do not speculate about the future changes in the price 

of the product. If, however, sellers expect prices to rise further in future, they may not 

expand supply with the present price rise. 

7. The prices of other goods should remain constant: 

Further, the law assumes that there are no changes in the prices of other products. If the 

price of some other product rises faster than that of the product in consideration, producers 

might transfer their resources to the other product—which is more profit yielding due to 
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rising prices. Under this situation and circumstances, more of the product in consideration 

may not be supplied, despite the rising prices. 

8. There should not be any change in the government policies: 

Government policy is also important and vital for the law of supply. Government policies 

like—taxation policy, trade policy etc., should remain constant. For instance, an increase in 

or totally fresh levy of excise duties would imply an increase in the cost or in case there is 

fixation of quotas for the raw-materials or imported components of a product, then such a 

situation will not permit the expansion of supply with a rise in prices. 

Exceptions to the Law of Supply or Backward-Slopping Supply Curve:  

As we have seen from the study above that supply of a commodity varies directly with its 

price. But in some exceptional cases where supply may tend to fall with the rise in price or 

tend to rise with the fall in price. 

3. Rate of Interest and Savings Position: 

As we have seen from the study above that supply of a commodity varies directly with its 

price. But in some exceptional cases where supply may tend to fall with the rise in price or 

tend to rise with the fall in price. 

Such exceptional cases may be described as follows:  

1. Exceptions about Future Price: 

In this connection if the seller expects a rise in the price in future, he may withhold his stock 

of the commodity. He will therefore reduce his supply in the market at the present price. 

Similarly, if he expects a further fall in price in future, he will try to dispose of the 

commodity and will supply more even at a lower price. 

2. Supply of Labour: 

Supply of labour after a certain point, when the wage rate rises, its supply will tend to 

diminish. Why such situation because workers normally prefer leisure to work after 

receiving a certain amount of wage. 
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3. Rate of Interest and Savings Position: 

As we have seen from the study above that supply of a commodity varies directly with its 

price. But in some exceptional cases where supply may tend to fall with the rise in price or 

tend to rise with the fall in price. 

When there is rise in the interest rate, more savings are induced. But after a certain point of 

rise in the rate of interest households may tend to save less than before due to high income 

from the interest. In that case savings tend to decline even with a rise in the rate of interest. 

From the points written above we can observe that the supply tends to fall with a rise in 

prices at a point. This paradoxical situation of supply behaviour is represented by a 

backward sloping or regressive supply curve over a part of its length as shown in the figure 

given below: 

 

In this diagram SS’ shows the relationship of supply with price. Backward slopping supply 

curve BS ‘ part represents supply curve is bending at B. This curve is also known as an 

“Exceptional Supply Curve” as such a thing happens only in some exceptional cases like—

labour supply or savings. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cdn.economicsdiscussion.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/clip_image0092.jpg
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 

AMENDMENT PROCEDURE OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION  

 Article 368 of the Indian Constitution mentions two types of amendments to the Indian 

Constitution. One type of amendment is by a special majority of the Parliament (Lok Sabha 

& Rajya Sabha) and the second type of the amendment is the by a special majority of the 

Parliament with the ratification by half of the total states.  

Amendments of the Indian Constitution   

Article 368 

To define constitutional amendment process, Article 368 of Part XX of Indian Constitution 

provides for two types of amendments.  

1. By a special majority of Parliament  

2. By a special majority of the Parliament with the ratification by half of the total states  

But, some other articles provide for the amendment of certain provisions of the 

Constitution by a simple majority of Parliament, that is, a majority of the members of each 

House present and  

voting (similar to the ordinary legislative process). Notably, these amendments are not 

deemed to be amendments of the Constitution for the purposes of Article 368.  

Any of these amendments follow a certain procedure. Hence, this article will talk in detail 

about the types of amendments in the Indian Constitution, the Constitutional Amendment 

Process and the scope of amendability.  

Types of Amendments in Indian Constitution  

The list of types of amendments can be found below. There are three ways in which the 

Constitution can be amended:  

1. Amendment by simple majority of the Parliament  

2. Amendment by special majority of the Parliament  
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3. Amendment by special majority of the Parliament and the ratification of at least half 

of the state legislatures.  

A brief description of the above types of amendments of the Indian Constitution has been 

laid down below.  

By Simple Majority of Parliament  

A number of provisions in the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of the two 

houses of Parliament outside the scope of Article 368. These provisions include:  Admission 

or establishment of new states.  

• Formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing 

states.  

• Abolition or creation of legislative councils in states.  

• Second Schedule-emoluments,  

• Allowances, privileges and so on of the president, the governors, the Speakers, 

judges, etc.  

• Quorum in Parliament.  

• Salaries and allowances of the members of Parliament.  

• Rules of procedure in Parliament.  

• Privileges of the Parliament, its members and its committees.  

• Use of the English language in Parliament.  

• Number of puisne judges in the Supreme Court.  

• Conferment of more jurisdiction on the Supreme Court.  

• Conferment of more jurisdiction on the Supreme Court.  

• Citizenship-acquisition and termination.  

• Elections to Parliament and state legislatures.  

• Delimitation of constituencies.  

• Union territories  

• Fifth Schedule-administration of scheduled areas and scheduled tribes.  

• Sixth Schedule-administration of tribal areas.  

    By Special Majority of Parliament  

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/president/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/president/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/supreme-court-of-india/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/supreme-court-of-india/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/supreme-court-of-india/
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• The majority of the provisions in the Constitution need to be amended by a special 

majority of the Parliament, that is, a majority (that is, more than 50 percent) of the 

total membership of each House and a majority of two-thirds of the members of each 

House present and voting. The expression ‘total membership’ means the total number 

of members comprising the House irrespective of the fact whether there are vacancies 

or absentees.  

• The special majority is required only for voting at the third reading stage of the bill but 

by way of abundant caution, the requirement for the special majority has been 

provided for in the rules of the Houses in respect of all the effective stages of the bill.  

• The provisions which can be amended by this way include (i) Fundamental Rights; (ii) 

Directive Principles of State Policy; and (iii) All other provisions which are not covered 

by the first and third categories.    

 

By Special Majority of Parliament and Consent of States  

Those provisions of the Constitution which are related to the federal structure of the polity 

can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament and also with the consent of half of 

the state legislatures by a simple majority. If one or some or all the remaining states take no 

action on the bill, it does not matter; the moment half of the states give their consent, the 

formality is completed. There is no time limit within which the states should give their consent 

to the bill. The following provisions can be amended in this way:  

• Election of the President and its manner.  

• Extent of the executive power of the Union and the states.  

• Supreme Court and high courts.  Distribution of legislative powers between  the 

Union and the states.  

• Any of the lists in the Seventh Schedule.  

• Representation of states in Parliament.  

• Power of Parliament to amend the Constitution and its procedure (Article 368 itself).  

   

Types of Amendments – Constitutional Amendment Process The procedure for the 

amendment of the Constitution as laid down in Article 368 is as follows:  

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/directive-principles-of-state-policy/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/directive-principles-of-state-policy/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/directive-principles-of-state-policy/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/directive-principles-of-state-policy/
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• An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill 

for the purpose in either House of Parliament (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha) and not in 

the state legislatures.  

• The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not 

require prior permission of the president.  

• The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that 

is, more than 50 per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of 

two-thirds of the members of the House present and voting.  

• Each House must pass the bill separately.  

• In case of a disagreement between the two Houses, there is no provision for holding 

a joint sitting of the two Houses for the purpose of deliberation and passage of the 

bill.  

• If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it must also be 

ratified by the legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority, that is, a 

majority of the members of the House present and voting.  

• After duly passed by both the Houses of Parliament and ratified by the state 

legislatures, where necessary, the bill is presented to the president for assent.  

• The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to 

the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament  

• After the president’s assent, the bill becomes an Act (i.e., a constitutional 

amendment act) and the Constitution stands amended in accordance with the terms 

of the Act.  

  

Scope of Amendability in Indian Constitution  

The present position is that the Parliament under Article 368 can amend any part of the 

Constitution including the Fundamental Rights but without affecting the ‘basic structure’ of 

the Constitution. However, the Supreme Court is yet to define or clarify as to what 

constitutes the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution.  

From the various judgements, the following have emerged as ‘basic features’ of the 

Constitution:  

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/the-rajya-sabha/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/the-rajya-sabha/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/the-rajya-sabha/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/landmark-cases-relating-basic-structure-constitution/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/landmark-cases-relating-basic-structure-constitution/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/landmark-cases-relating-basic-structure-constitution/
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/landmark-cases-relating-basic-structure-constitution/
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1. Supremacy of the Constitution  

2. Welfare state (socio-economic justice).  

3. Principle of equality  

4. Sovereign, democratic and republican nature of the Indian polity.  

5. Judicial review  

6. Free and fair elections  

7. The secular character of the Constitution.  

8. Freedom and dignity of the individual  

9. Independence of Judiciary  

10. Separation of powers between the legislature, the executive and the 

judiciary.  

11. Parliamentary system  

12. Limited power of Parliament to amend the Constitution  

13. Federal character of the Constitution  

14. Rule of law  

15. Effective access to justice  

16. Unity and integrity of the nation  

17. Harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles  

18. Reasonableness  
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