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IN THE ISSUE 

POLITICAL NEWS 

17-11-2020 

AMIT SHAH TWEETSGUPKAR 

GANG’ – UNHOLY GLOBAL 

GATHBANDHAN 

nion Minister Amit Shah today 

made several allegations 

against political leaders of 

Jammu and Kashmir, including 

“interfering with foreign forces” on the 

issue of Section 370 and bringing back 

“terror and turmoil” in the Union 

Territory. Shah had called the alliance of 

political parties in Jammu and Kashmir as 

'Gupkar Gang', saying it is an "unholy 

global gathbandhan" against the country's 

national interest. 

Earlier (2019), after an all-party meeting 

of Farooq Abdullah, the patron of the 

Gupkar Road Niwas National Conference, 

the Gupakar Declaration was signed on 4 

August 2019. This marked a proposal to 

participate in regional parties and 

Congress to protect the special 

constitutional status of Jammu and 

Kashmir and fought against any move to 

reduce it. Two days later, the Center 

abolished the special status of the state 

given under the constitution and divided it 

into two union territories. 

In a 

series of 

tweets, 

Shah 

also 

questioned Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi 

and Rahul Gandhi whether they support 

the People's Alliance for Gupkar 

Declaration (PAGD), formed to demand 

the restoration of Article 370, scrapped last 

year. As Congress had signed the Guptar 

Declaration in 2019 the party was asked to 

clarify its position on the issue. 

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister 

Omar Abdullah reacted to comments of 

Home Minister Amit Shah terming the 

People's Alliance for Gupkar Declaration a 

"gang" and said the frustration stems from 

the political amalgam deciding to contest 

the forthcoming local body elections and 

not giving the BJP and its allies a free run. 

Reacting to a series of tweets by Shah, 

Omar, who is also vice president of the 

National Conference, said, "We are not a 

gang Amit Shah Ji, we are a legitimate 

political alliance having fought and 

continuing to fight the election, much to 

your disappointment." 
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He said that only leaders in Jammu and 

Kashmir can be detained and called anti-

national for participating in elections and 

supporting the democratic process. The 

truth is all those who oppose the ideology 

of the BJP are labeled 'corrupt and anti-

national'," he tweeted. 

Shah said the Congress and 'Gupkar Gang' 

want to take Jammu and Kashmir back to 

the era of terror and turmoil and they 

"want to take away rights of Dalits, 

women, and tribals that we have ensured 

by removing Article 370. This is why 

they're being rejected by the people 

everywhere". 

 

"The Gupkar Gang is going global! They 

want foreign forces to intervene in Jammu 

and Kashmir. The Gupkar Gang also 

insults India's Tricolour”, he said. He also 

added that Sonia Ji and Rahul Ji should 

make their stand crystal clear to the people 

of India.  

18-11-2020 

YSRCP  CRITICIZES TDP 

mid the data theft row which 

has been making headlines in 

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu's son 

and Andhra Pradesh Information 

Technology Minister, Nara Lokesh, spoke 

exclusively to India Today over the 

accusations leveled against the Telugu 

Desam Party (TDP) by Telangana Police 

and the YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) 

 

When asked about how Telangana Police 

raiding the software company, MS IT 

GRIDS in February while the police 

complaint was received only eight days 

later on the March 2 makes sense, Nara 

Lokesh said, "It is evident that Telangana 

Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and YSRCP are 

trying to malign TDP. On February 19, a 

complaint was sent to the election 

commission by YSRCP MP, Vijay Sai 

Reddy. We have accessed the complaint. 

In the complaint, the MP has also listed 

out a probable plan of action. Ironically, 

whatever the Telangana Police is doing at 

this point is the same. This proves 

everything." 

 

The complaint was filed by a man named 

T Lokeshwar Reddy, claiming that MS IT 

GRIDS, an app developing software 

company which provides services to the 

ruling TDP has been given illegal access to 

sensitive data of voters including Aadhaar 

card details, political inclinations, and lists 

of beneficiaries of various government 

schemes. The complaint further went onto 

claim that the data was being used for 

illegal purposes by the IT firm. 
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The Telangana Police said they have hard 

evidence proving the fact that employees 

of the company had access to data they 

shouldn't have access to. Hyderabad 

Commissioner Anjani Kumar went to the 

extent of 

saying 

that 

evidence 

suggests 

that there a pattern is being followed in 

which names of anti-TDP voters being 

deleted from the voters' list. 

 

19-11-2020 

YEDIYURAPPA TO DELHI: 

CABINET EXPANSION 

inally, Chief Minister B.S. 

Yediyurappa will visit Delhi on 

Wednesday to consult the BJP 

high command on the proposed State 

Cabinet expansion/reshuffle.Mr. 

Yediyurappa is scheduled to leave 

Bengaluru by 11.30 a.m. in a special 

aircraft. He will be spending only about six 

hours in Delhi, as per the itinerary released 

by the Chief Minister’s Office. 

According to the official agenda, he is 

supposed to meet a few Union Ministers. 

But sources said he would also meet party 

national president J. P. Nadda and other 

leaders to discuss the matter of Cabinet 

expansion/reshuffle. Sources close to the 

Chief Minister added that he had sought 

permission from central leaders in a 

telephonic discussion a few days ago to 

meet them in Delhi. 

Mr. Yediyurappa had tried to initiate the 

process soon after the legislative session 

ended more than a month ago. However, 

the byelections to two Assembly 

constituencies came in the way of this 

plan. After the poll results, he announced 

that he would visit Delhi to seek the high 

command’s clearance for Cabinet 

expansion/reshuffle. However, the high 

command’s preoccupation with 

government formation in Bihar further 

delayed the process. 

Now, political circles are abuzz with 

speculation on whether there will be a 

reshuffle of the Cabinet, with some 

Ministers being dropped. At present, there 

are seven vacant ministerial berths, 

including the one vacated by C.T. Ravi 

after his elevation as party national general 

secretary. 

While the lobbying for Cabinet berths has 

intensified among the party’s old-timers, 

some of those who came to the BJP 

recently from rival parties, such as MLCs 

R. Shankar and N. Nagaraj (MTB) and 

newly elected MLA Munirathna, too are 
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keen on getting berths. There 27 Cabinet 

Ministers currently.  

There are already murmurs that 

Yediyurappa, who will turn 78 in three 

months, maybe asked to have a graceful 

exit. The party, however, is yet to find a 

successor to match his stature and mass 

appeal, particularly among the Lingayat 

community, the largest vote bank in the 

State. 

A senior BJP leader observed that the list 

of ministerial aspirants was so long that 

dealing with disappointed aspirants might 

turn out to be a challenge. 

20-11-2020 

POST-BIHAR ELECTION – 

CONGRESS 

 

he post-Bihar voices in 

Congress grew louder on 

Wednesday with senior 

member P Chidambaram joining the 

ranks of functionaries critical of the 

party's showing in the recent state 

elections and by-polls in other states. 

"I'm more worried about the by-poll 

results in Gujarat, MP, UP, and 

Karnataka. These results show that the 

party either has no organizational 

presence on the ground or has been 

weakened considerably," he was quoted 

by reports as saying. 

The remark is significant as it echoes 

the dissident group which, after a brief 

lull following the controversy over its 

letter in August, has seized upon the 

recent poll debacle to revive its demand 

that the leadership acknowledge that the 

party is in decline and consult seniors - 

an implied criticism of party 

functionaries close to Rahul Gandhi - 

on the path ahead. The G23 members 

have held discussions after Bihar results 

on the next course of action. The bloc 

may ask for a special session of a party 

committee like CWC to discuss the 

organizational drift. "When will it 

explode is the issue now," said an MP. 

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Congress's 

leader in Lok Sabha, took on the critics 

by saying, "If some leaders think 

Congress is not the right party for them, 

then they may set up a new party or can 

join any other party that they think is 

progressive and according to their 

interest. But they should not indulge in 

such embarrassing activities since it can 

erode the credibility of Congress." 

With the process for the election of the 

AICC president in motion, some worry 

that dissidents may even question the 

central election authority charged with 

the process and press that their demands 

like elections to the CWC be conceded 

upfront. 
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In his comments, Chidambaram said: 

"In Bihar, RJD-Congress had a chance 

of winning. Why we lost despite being 

so close to victory is something that 

needs a comprehensive review. 

Remember, not long ago Congress had 

won Rajasthan, MP, Chhattisgarh, and 

Jharkhand." He stressed the need for 

organizational strength on the ground. 

The veteran echoed the view expressed 

by some RJD members in saying that 

Congress contested more seats than its 

capacity in Bihar. 

 

Besides organizational problems, 

Congress on Tuesday even saw a clash 

within on RCEP, the mega trade deal. 

While attacking the Modi government 

for opting out of RCEP, Anand Sharma 

contradicted the stance taken by the 

Congress brass that the deal will hurt 

India's interests. Congress had launched 

a vocal campaign against RCEP last 

year. Sharma's view clashed with that of 

ex-minister Jairam Ramesh who called 

the opting out as vindication of 

Congress's stance. 

21-11-2020 

OMAR AND MUFTI: “QUESTION 

THE RATIONALE BEHIND DDC 

POLLS” 

ational Conference (NC) 

vice-president Omar 

Abdullah questioned the 

rationale behind holding District 

Development Council (DDC) polls 

in Jammu and Kashmir 

 as he claimed candidates were being 

stopped from campaigning on security 

grounds."What sort of elections are 

being held in J&K where candidates are 

being stopped from campaigning?" 

Abdullah said in a tweet. 

 

 The J&K administration is going out of 

its way to help the BJP & it's recently 

created king's party by locking up 

candidates opposed to the BJP, using 

security as an excuse. If the security 

situation isn't conducive to campaigning 

what was the need to announce 

elections," he asked in another tweet 

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti accused 

the Centre of “sabotaging” the 

participation of political parties other than 

the BJP in the District Development 

Council (DDC) polls in Jammu and 

Kashmir by not allowing them to 

campaign freely. 

Mehbooba’s allegations came as major 

political parties in the Valley, including 

the NC and the PDP, blame lack of a level-

playing field for the elections, accusing the 

administration of locking up their 
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candidates in accommodations at several 

places and not allowing them to campaign. 

“GOI sabotaging participation of non-BJP 

parties in DDC polls. PDPs Bashir Ahmed 

despite having adequate security has been 

detained at Pahalgam on the pretext of 

security. Today is the last day for filing 

nominations & have spoken to DC 

Anantnag for his release @manojsinha_,” 

the PDP chief said on Twitter. 

Police have said the candidates were being 

provided collective security and put up in 

secure areas as providing security to every 

candidate was difficult. 

Inspector-General of Police, Kashmir, 

Vijay Kumar said the candidates are 

provided a double escort and the security 

forces guard an area where they want to 

visit and campaign after leaving their 

secure accommodations. 

LEGAL NEWS 

18-11-2020 

RAJIV LUTHRA AND MOHIT 

SARAF IN AN UNEQUAL 

MARRIAGE; LUTHRA HAS 

SPECIAL RIGHTS: ABHISHEK 

MANU SINGHVI ARGUES BEFORE 

DELHI HIGH COURT 

he partnership between L&L 

Partners' Founding Partner Rajiv 

Luthra and Senior Partner 

MohitSaraf is an "an unequal marriage" in 

which the former retained certain special 

rights, argued Senior Advocate Abhishek 

Manu Singhvi before the Delhi High Court 

today. 

"The deed makes the other person (Saraf) 

respectable but less dominant", Singhvi 

claimed as he asserted that "non-even-

handedness" was the spirit of the 

partnership deed consciously accepted by 

both the parties. 

As an instance of dominance, Singhvi 

cited provisions on Luthra's power to 

appraise Saraf's performance, to induct 

new partners even in case of disagreement, 

and to terminate the partnership, among 

others. 

He added, "Wherever there is a deadlock, 

there is a one-way street in my favor. We 

are not here under Article 14 to judge 

even-handedness. In the interest of the 

firm, we agreed to do this...Non-even-

handedness runs throughout the deed. 

Whether you like it or not, the equation is 

spelled out." 

The submissions were made before a 

Single Judge Bench of Justice V 

Kameswar Rao in Saraf's plea concerning 

his removal from L&L Partners. 
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Singhvi pointed out that the thrust of 

Saraf's case was that it was Luthra who 

was out of the partnership, because of his 

alleged voluntary retirement. 

On the contrary, Singhvi asserted that 

Luthra legally and rightfully terminated 

the partnership of Saraf and that he, in fact, 

never intended to retire from the law firm. 

Accusing Saraf of putting words in 

Luthra's mouth, Singhvi argued that 

Luthra's conduct and approach over the 

months were not of someone who intended 

to leave the law firm. 

"Assuming that in my moment of pain...I 

said that I want to leave. Can the court 

grant relief on such a stray sentence?", he 

questioned. 

Singhvi reiterated that to exit the firm, 

Luthra had the power to either withdraw 

himself from the firm or retire, but Saraf 

had no power to evict, terminate, or expel 

Luthra. 

Singhvi further submitted that in its 

present jurisdiction under Section 9 of the 

Arbitration Act, the Court could not grant 

any relief, as was being prayed for. He 

said, 

"Section 9 is not available unless the 

position on the ground is crystal 

clear...The Court's order will be a semi-

permanent decree. Section 9 petitioner 

cannot ask the Court to act as a suit 

court...The Court should not forget the 

approach in Section 9. This case wants a 

new status quo. Luthra&Luthra without 

Luthra..." 

During the course of the submissions, 

Singhvi also contended that Saraf's plea 

should be dismissed on the ground of 

misjoinder and non-joinder of parties. 

The hearing in the case will continue 

tomorrow. 

Last month, the two senior-most partners 

were referred to mediation before Senior 

Advocate SriramPanchu. After the talks 

failed, the Court decided to hear and 

adjudicate the matter itself. 

 

19-11-2020 

CHILDREN BEING FORCED TO 

BEG/SELL THINGS IS VIOLATION 

OF ARTICLE 21A: KARNATAKA HC 

ASKS STATE FOR SCHEME ON 

IDENTIFICATION OF DESTITUTE 

CHILDREN 
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he Karnataka High Court on 

Wednesday directed the state 

government and Bruhat 

Bengaluru MahanagaraPalike (BBMP) to 

come up with a scheme for the 

identification of homeless and destitute 

children in the city. 

The Court passed this direction while 

hearing a plea seeking the prohibition of 

children from selling products at traffic 

junctions in Bengaluru. 

While passing the said direction, the 

Division Bench of Chief 

Justice AbhayShreeniwas Oka and 

Justice Vishwajith Shetty observed, 

"This is a serious issue as children are 

forced to do begging or sell things, they 

are deprived of their fundamental right 

guaranteed under Article 21A. If their 

circumstances are forcing them to do so, 

then it is a violation of their fundamental 

right guaranteed under Article 21." 

Karnataka High Court 

Pertinently, the Bench clarified that before 

the commencement of the exercise, the 

scheme for identification will have to be 

submitted to the Court. 

The Court added that BBMP could always 

approach Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs) that work in the 

field for help in the compilation of data on 

children involved in beggary/selling items 

at traffic junctions. 

It was further stated that after the 

submission of the scheme, the Bench 

would issue directions for implementation 

of the provisions of the Juvenile Justice 

Act, specifically Chapter VI of the Act. 

In its order, the Court also noted that the 

issue will have to be considered in light of 

Section 2(d) of the Act, which defines a 

child in need of care and protection. 

Further, the Court asked the State on what 

steps it would take after a scheme was in 

place. 

These observations were made by the 

Court in a plea moved by NGO Letzkit 

Foundation seeking a direction to prevent 

the deployment of young children to sell 

products at traffic junctions in the city. 

Pointing out that the law prohibits beggars 

and prescribes penal action against those 

who use children for beggars, the 

petitioner urged that the State and its 

authorities have to prevent the practice. 

The petitioner also brought to the notice of 

the Court that young children were found 

selling various products at several traffic 

junctions even when the city was largely 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The NGO has also prayed that children of 

daily wage workers be admitted to schools, 

even in the middle of an academic year, to 

ensure that they are not forced to engage in 

child labor or begging. 

The plea has been filed through Advocate 

Puthige Ramesh. The matter will be heard 

next on November 30. 

 

20-11-2020 

KERALA ACTOR ABDUCTION 

CASE: HC DISMISSES VICTIM'S 

PLEA, NO CHANGE IN TRIAL 

COURT 

he Kerala High Court on Friday 

dismissed the petition filed by 

the victim and the state 

government seeking to transfer the trial in 

the actor abduction and sexual assault case 

involving Malayalam actor Dileep to 

another court. 

The victim alleged that she was aggrieved 

by the biased and hostile attitude of the 

Additional Special Sessions Court towards 

her. Soon after the pronouncement of the 

judgment, the State Public Prosecutor 

SumanChakravarthy sought to stay the 

order to enable the state to approach the 

Supreme Court, but the court declined it. 

With this order, the trial in the case will 

resume on Monday. 

The victim also submitted that during the 

cross-examination various questions were 

asked by defense counsel affecting her 

character and conduct. Those questions 

were objected to by the Prosecutor, but 

they were overruled by the trial judge who 

permitted such questions to continue. The 

government informed the court that a fair 

trial in the case will not be possible in the 

presence of the Additional Special 

Sessions Judge. 

Dismissing the pleas, Justice VG Arun 

observed that the reasons cited by the 

petitioners seeking transfer of the trial 

were unsustainable. A mere allegation of 

apprehension of bias is not enough to 

accept the plea to transfer the case. The 

court has to see whether such apprehension 

is reasonable or not. The instances pointed 

out by the petitioners are not sufficient to 

conclude that the apprehension of bias is 

reasonable. 

On the contention of delay in passing 

orders on the petitions filed by the 

prosecution, it was always open for the 

prosecution to have approached the High 
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Court under its supervisory jurisdiction 

seeking expeditious disposal of the 

petitions. Further, it was not stated as to 

how the delay in passing the orders has 

prejudiced the prosecution in the conduct 

of the case. Needless to say, it would serve 

the interest of justice if orders are passed 

on the petitions without delay, which the 

special judge is bound to ensure. 

The court held that there was no merit in 

the contention that it would be appropriate 

for the Special Judge to recuse from the 

case. Being a case transferred by the High 

Court and with the Supreme Court fixing a 

time limit for completing the process, the 

judge cannot be expected to be recused, as 

long as her conscience is clear. The 

endeavor of every judge should be to get 

rid of personal predilections and prejudices 

and to decide the case dispassionately and 

not recuse whenever his or her actions are 

questioned. 

The court made it clear that it has time and 

again been stated that the duty of the 

prosecutor is not to seek conviction at all 

costs or be an avenging angel for the 

victim, but to ensure that justice is 

delivered. The Special Public Prosecutor in 

the case is understood to be a seasoned 

prosecutor, not easily flummoxed by the 

number of defense lawyers or the charged 

atmosphere in the court hall. 

The court held that unless the court and the 

prosecutor work in sync, it will result in 

either the guilty escaping from the clutches 

of law or the innocent being punished. The 

court expressed hope that in the endeavor 

to reach the truth and render justice, the 

trial court, the special public prosecutor, 

and the defense lawyers will work in 

tandem, as is expected of them. 

The contention that counsel for the eighth 

accused Dileep was permitted to cross-

examine the victims after four months of 

completion of cross-examination by the 

other accused is not of much avail since 

the cross-examination was deferred 

awaiting CFSL report on the cloned copy 

of the pen drive furnished to the eighth 

accused as per the direction of the 

Supreme Court. Further, the trial had to be 

adjourned for almost three months in the 

light of the outbreak of the pandemic and 

the resultant lockdown. 

The victim submitted there were attempts 

to harass and intimidate her during the 

cross-examination which had left her in 

tears most of the time. The victim alleged 

that the copy of the CFSL report was 

handed over to the counsel for Dileep on a 

day when there was no posting for the trial 

and without notice to the prosecution. She 

also alleged that the trial court sat like a 

mute spectator when she was examined 

and allegedly harassed by the counsel of 
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eighth accused Dileep. The trial court has 

failed to record certain portions of the 

testimonies deposed by her deliberately 

and without any justification. Though the 

special prosecutor repeatedly requested to 

record the submissions, it has fallen on 

deaf ears. According to her, the trial court 

did not restrict the number of lawyers for 

the accused present in the court when she 

was examined and failed to uphold the 

spirit of the in-camera trial. Though the 

prosecution filed a petition seeking to 

cancel the bail of the accused Dileep for 

violating bail condition, no action has been 

taken.  

 

20-11-2020 

Madhya Pradesh High Court wants to 

know from municipality why Jabalpur 

is still dirty, warns of fine 

ew Delhi (ILNS): The Madhya 

Pradesh High Court has 

directed the Jabalpur Municipal 

Corporation to submit a status report on 

the state of cleanliness in the city as of 

December 14. A fine will be imposed if 

the municipality fails to do so.PIL Activist 

Rani Durgavati University Student 

Council convenor advocate Dheeraj Singh 

Thakur had complained to the court 

through a PIL that the condition of the city 

remains the same despite an earlier court 

order for a clean up and development. The 

bench of Chief Justice Sanjay Yadav 

(Acting) and Justice Vijay Kumar Shukla 

heard the plea which was presented before 

the bench by Advocate Vijay Kumar 

Maurya. The counsel argued that despite 

the earlier directions of the High Court, the 

status of Municipal Corporation, Jabalpur 

remains the same. There is no concrete 

solution to prevent flooding. The 

cleanliness of the city also continues with 

the slow pace of movement of the 

municipality. Piles of garbage have 

become a common sight in many places. 

Such negligence in the era of the Covid 

crisis is nothing short of inviting new 

forms of the epidemic. Therefore, the High 

Court should strictly call for a status report 

from the Municipal Corporation. Earlier, 

on behalf of the Municipal Corporation, 

the advocate Vishwamohan Bhardwaj 

insisted on being given time to submit the 

status report. The court accepted this 

demand with a strict warning.  Deputy 

Advocate General SwapnilGanguly 

appeared on behalf of the state. After 

looking into the entire matter, the court 

also made the PIL Activist realize its 

responsibility. Under this, the citizens 

were asked to fulfill the responsibility of 
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educating more and more towards 

cleanliness. The Court has directed the 

Authority to submit an affidavit before the 

next which is fixed for hearing on 

December 14. 

21-11-2020 

CCI APPROVES FUTURE-

RELIANCE DEAL AS DELHI HIGH 

COURT RESERVES ORDER IN 

FUTURE RETAIL SUIT AGAINST 

AMAZON 

he Delhi High Court today 

reserved its order in the suit filed 

by Future Retail against Amazon 

in connection with its deal with Reliance, 

which was recently stalled by an 

Emergency Arbitrator of the Singapore 

International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) 

[Future Retail v. Amazon]. 

Meanwhile, the Competition Commission 

of India (CCI) today approved the 

acquisition of the retail, wholesale, 

logistics, and warehousing businesses of 

Future Group by Reliance Retail Ventures 

Limited and Reliance Retail and Fashion 

Lifestyle Limited. 

A Single Judge Bench of Justice Mukta 

Gupta reserved the order on the issue of 

grant of interim relief to Future Retail. 

As ad-interim relief, Future Retail (FRL) 

has sought directions from the Court to 

restrain Amazon from interfering in its 

performance of the lawful contract with 

Reliance. 

Without challenging the Emergency 

Award, FRL has contended that Amazon 

ought to be prevented from writing to 

statutory authorities such as the Securities 

and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in an 

attempt to stall the deal. 

FRL has asserted that the Emergency 

Award is of no consequence as it is not 

enforceable in the Indian regime. 

Amazon, on the other hand, has contended 

that the "ship of arbitration has sailed" in 

the present case, and thus, the present suit 

was not maintainable. 

The e-commerce giant has stated that the 

Emergency Award is binding on all parties 

as it was duly recognized under Part I of 

the Arbitration Act. 

Earlier this year, Kishore Biyani-owned 

entity Future Retail, which runs Big 

Bazaar and other retail outlets, had 

announced its deal with Mukesh Ambani-

owned Reliance Retail Ventures Limited. 

Subsequently, Amazon, an investor in one 

of the shareholders of Future Retail, 

moved the Emergency Arbitrator on the 

ground that Reliance fell in the negative 

list of 30 entities with which Future Group 

could not transact. 
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The Emergency Arbitrator had then passed 

an interim award injuncting Future Group 

from taking any steps in furtherance of the 

transaction with Reliance. 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas& Co had 

acted for Reliance Group on the deal. 

The Competition Law team on the 

transaction is being led by Pallavi Shroff, 

Managing Partner, together with Partners 

Shweta Shroff Chopra, AparnaMehra, and 

ManikaBrar. 

Khaitan& Co had acted for Reliance Retail 

Ventures Limited (RRVL) along with its 

wholly-owned subsidiary, Reliance Retail 

and Fashion Lifestyle Limited (RRFLL). 

The Competition team is being led by 

Partner Anisha Chand. 

Trilegal and WadiaGhandy acted for the 

Future Group. 

The Trilegal Competition team was led by 

Nisha Kaur Uberoi, Partner & National 

Head – Competition Law; assisted by 

Gautam Chawla and Rahul Satyan, 

Counsel;TanveerVerma, 

GajendraBhansali, and AnkitaDhawan, 

Associates. 

 

21-11-2020 

Supreme Court permits Uttarakhand 

govt to demolish illegal religious 

structures on public land; deadline now 

is May 31 next year 

ew Delhi (ILNS): A three-

judge bench of Justices Ashok 

Bhushan, R. Subhash Reddy, 

and M. R. Shah of the Supreme Court has 

allowed the demolition of four illegal 

religious structures on public land in 

Haridwar. The demolition deadline, 

however, has been extended to May 31, 

2021. Acting on a plea by State 

Government, a three-judge bench declined 

to entertain any intervention application by 

Akhil Bhartiya Akhada Parishad against 

the proposed demolition of the illegal 

structures. The State of Uttarakhand has 

contended in court that the land belongs to 

the irrigation department. The Court said 

that it cannot accept the contention that the 

structures cannot be demolished, as they 

have been classified as “unauthorized 
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structures”. Justice Bhushan said that these 

structures are unauthorized as these were 

constructed without permission. The state 

had maintained that it would take time to 

clear all illegal structures in Haridwar, as 

many of them are used to host Kumbh 

Mela scheduled early next year. The high 

court had taken suo moto cognizance of 

the issue as the state government had 

failed to comply with the 2009 orders of 

the apex court which directed the state 

governments to remove these structures. 

Thereafter, the high court had then 

directed the state to demolish all these 

structures by March 23. The government, 

however, has been seeking an extension of 

time till the conclusion of Kumbh Mela, 

which the court had refused. The top court 

bench has now permitted the state to 

demolish the illegal structure by 31 May 

2021. 

22-11-2020 

BIHAR ELECTIONS: CONTEMPT 

PLEA IN SC AGAINST CEC, 

POLITICAL PARTIES FOR FAILURE 

TO DISCLOSE PENDING CRIMINAL 

CASES AGAINST CANDIDATES 

 contempt petition has been 

filed in the Supreme Court 

against Chief Election 

Commissioner (CEC), Sunil Arora and 

Bihar's Chief Electoral Officer, HR 

Srinivasa, and office bearers of various 

political parties for failure to publish 

details of pending criminal cases against 

candidates who contested in the recently 

concluded Bihar Assembly elections. 

The petition by Delhi based 

lawyer Brajesh Singh has contended that 

there was non-compliance with the top 

court's February 2020 verdict in which the 

court had directed all political parties to 

upload on their website details of pending 

criminal cases against candidates 

contesting polls, noting that there has been 

an alarming increase in criminalization of 

politics. 

Besides Arora and Srinivasa, contempt 

action has been sought against KC Tyagi 

(General Secretary of Janta Dal-United), 

Jagdanand Singh (President of Bihar State 

Rashtriya Janta Dal), Abdul Khalik 

(LokJanshakti Party), Randeep Singh 

Surjewala (General secretary of All India 

Congress Committee) and BL Santosh, 

(National General Secretary of BJP). 

On February 13, the apex court had said 

that political parties will have to upload on 

their respective websites, reasons for 

selecting candidates with criminal cases 

pending against them. 

The bench headed by Justice Rohinton F 

Nariman had also directed that political 
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parties should publish these details on 

social media platforms like Facebook and 

Twitter and in one local vernacular and 

one national newspaper. 

That order was passed in a contempt plea 

which raised the issue of criminalization of 

politics claiming that directions given by 

the apex court in a September 2018 verdict 

relating to disclosure of criminal 

antecedents by candidates were not being 

followed. 

The top court in its February 2020 order 

directed that political parties will have to 

submit a compliance report in this regard 

with the Election Commission within 72 

hours of selecting candidates having 

pending criminal cases against them. 

It also ordered that the EC shall bring it to 

the notice of the apex court in case of 

failure of political parties to comply with 

its directions. 

The contempt plea filed on Saturday states 

that the CEC had, on March 6, intimated 

all political parties about the verdict. 

He had also introduced a form C7 in which 

political parties had to publish the reason 

for the selection of candidates in addition 

to all other relevant information in the 

newspapers, social media, and website of 

the party within 48 hours of the selection 

of the candidate and not less than two 

weeks before the first date of filing of 

nominations, whichever fell earlier. 

However, the petitioner has submitted that 

during the Bihar elections, most of the 

political parties advertised the mandatory 

information in "Rashtriya Sahara Hindi 

Daily" whereas the Supreme Court had 

mandated publication in widely circulated 

newspapers. 

Singh further states that all the political 

parties had published similar reasons for 

putting up candidates with criminal 

antecedents whereas the top court had 

specifically directed that relevant 

particulars as to whether charges have 

been framed etc should be published. 

"In the first phase poll for total 71 seats, 

164 has tainted image with serious 

criminal cases of murder, attempt to 

murder, extortion, rape and kidnapping 

charges leveled against them. RJD tops the 

list, followed by BJP, LokJanshakti Party," 

reads the plea. 

The petition further states that the political 

parties did not pay heed to the Supreme 

Court verdict and ended up giving tickets 

to around "34% of the candidates with 

criminal cases." 

Singh states that such a contemptuous act 

will "drastically affect the crores of voters" 

in forming a sound opinion regarding the 
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candidate they are voting for and thus have 

a "chilling effect" on healthy democracy as 

well as "people's right to information." 

Besides urging the court to initiate 

contempt proceedings, the plea also seeks 

a direction to be issued to political parties 

to give specific reasons for selecting 

candidates who are blood relatives of 

convicted henchmen and contested 

elections as a proxy. 

 

22-11-2020 

Punjab and Haryana High Court rules 

marriage between first cousins is illegal 

ew Delhi (ILNS): The Punjab 

and Haryana High Court while 

hearing an anticipatory bail 

application has said marriage between first 

cousins is illegal and cannot be performed.  

The said observation came from the 

Single-judge bench of Justice Arvind 

Singh Sangwan who was hearing the 

anticipatory bail application filed by a 21-

year old boy against whom the FIR was 

filed under section 363 (kidnapping) and 

366(A) IPC. Petitioners Counsel told the 

court that he is in a Live-in relationship 

with his uncle’s daughter and previously 

had filed a criminal writ petition in the 

Court seeking protection from their 

families. The Court had directed the state 

to provide security if needed. But at the 

same time, the Court made it clear the 

Order shall not be taken to protect the 

petitioner from legal action for violation of 

the law, if any, committed by them.  

Petitioner counsel told the Court that the 

present FIR has been registered before the 

filing of the said Criminal writ petition. He 

also asserted that the girl’s date of birth is 

August 2003 and when the criminal writ 

was filed on September 3, 2020, the girl’s 

age was 17 years 14 days. The girl feared 

harassment by both her parents. It was also 

said on behalf of the girl that her parents 

only love sons and she has been 

completely ignored. So she has decided to 

stay with her friend. Opposing the plea, the 

state government’s counsel said that the 

petitioner has concealed the fact of being a 

cousin in the Petition. They cannot marry 

each other under the Hindu Marriage Act. 

For this reason, the consensual relationship 
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also has no meaning. To this, the counsel 

for the petitioner demanded time to file a 

reply. The court adjourned the case till 

January next year. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

17-11-2020 

Barack Obama: Memoir praises India 

opposition leaders 

 

ormer US president Barack 

Obama’s memoirs have already 

caused a minor stir in India- his 

frank, unflattering description of Rahul 

Gandhi, the leader of the main opposition 

Congress party incensed the latter’s 

supporters and amused his detractors. 

A Promised Land, the first volume of Mr. 

Obama’s account of his political career 

which released on Tuesday, is a vivid and 

racy read, he spends some 1,400 words 

writing of his first visit to India in 

November 2010 when the now-opposition 

Congress party was in power- and his 

impressions of then Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh and party leader Sonia 

Gandhi. 

Mr. Obama recalls that when he met 

Manmohan Singh, he had told him that he 

feared “rising anti-Muslim sentiment had 

strengthened the influence of Hindu 

nationalist BJP”, the main opposition party 

at the time. 

Mr. Singh had resisted calls to retaliate 

against Pakistan after gunmen attacked the 

financial capital Mumbai leaving 166 

dead. But “this restraint had cost him 

politically,” Mr. Obama writes. 

“In uncertain times, Mr. President, the call 

of religious and ethnic solidarity can be 

intoxicating. And it’s not so hard for 

politicians to exploit that, in India or 

anywhere else,” Mr. Singh had told him.  

Mr. Obama agreed, recalling a 

conversation he had with the Czech 

Republic’s first president after the Velvet 

Revolution, Vaclav Havel, during a visit to 

Prague “and his warning about the rising 

tide of liberalism in Europe.” 

“If globalization and historic economic 

crisis were fuelling these trends in 

relatively wealthy nations- If I was seeing 

it even in the United States with the Tea 

Party- how could India be immune?” Mr. 

Obama writes. 
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During a dinner party hosted by Mr. Singh 

on Mr. Obama’s first evening in Delhi, 

Mr. Singh “spoke openly about the clouds 

he saw on the horizon.” 

Mr. Singh mentioned the slow-moving 

economy- the 2007 subprime mortgage 

crisis in the United States had developed 

into a full-blown global crash by this 

point. 

The Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Obama 

writes, was also concerned about the 

continuing tensions with the nuclear-armed 

rival and neighbor Pakistan. 

“Then there was the problem of Pakistan 

and its continuing failure to work with 

India to investigate the 2008 terrorist 

attacks on hotels and other sites in 

Mumbai had significantly increased 

tensions between two countries, in part 

because Lashkar-e-Taiba, the terrorist 

organization responsible, was believed to 

have links to Pakistan’s intelligence 

service.” 

He describes Mr. Singh as the “chief 

architect of India’s economic 

transformation” and “wise, thoughtful, and 

scrupulously honest.” 

Mr. Singh was a “self-effacing technocrat 

who’d won the people’s trust not by 

appealing to their passions but bringing 

about higher living standards and 

maintaining a well-earned reputation for 

not being corrupt”, Mr. Obama observes.  

“While he would be cautious in foreign 

policy, unwilling to get out too far ahead 

of an Indian bureaucracy that was 

historically suspicious of US intentions, 

our time together confirmed my initial 

impression of him as a man of uncommon 

wisdom and decency,” Mr. Obama writes.  

18-11-2020 

Thailand protests: More than 40 injured 

as clashes rock Bangkok 

 

t least 41 people were left 

injured after clashes between 

protesters and police in the 

Thai capital, Bangkok. Protesters were 

attempting to reach parliament on 

Tuesday, where lawmakers were debating 

possible changes to the constitution. They 

hurled smoke bombs and bags of paint at 

police, who retaliated with water cannon 

and tear-gas solution. Others included 

reforms to the monarchy and the removal 

of Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha- a 
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former general who seized power in a 

2014 coup.  

Legislators are expected to vote on 

whether to accept any of the proposed 

changes by Wednesday evening local time. 

The reforms that the protesters are calling 

for cold make Thailand’s King Maha 

Vajiralongkorn more accountable and also 

reform the senate, where the members are 

unelected.  

Tuesday’s protest is said to be the most 

violent since the student-led movement 

emerged in July. It started when a group of 

demonstrations tried to cut through razor-

wire barricades near parliament. They 

hurled smoke bombs and bags of paint at 

lines of riot police. In response, police 

used a water cannon to try to force them 

back and when that failed, they used the 

cannon to fire a liquid laced with tear-gas 

solution. 

Demonstrators could be seen trying to 

wash the irritant from their eyes. Health 

officials said five people had been treated 

at the scene. Some protesters suffered 

gunshot wounds, though police denied 

using live rounds or rubber bullets during 

the operation according to news agencies 

AFP and Reuters. Some protesters tried to 

shelter behind giant inflatable rubber 

ducks, which they had intended to float 

down the river behind parliament as 

lawmakers debated inside. Amid the 

chaos, anti-government protesters then 

clashed with pro-monarchy supporters, 

with the rival groups hurling objects at 

each other.  Police intervened to keep the 

two groups apart. 

Thailand has a long history of political 

unrest and protest, but a new wave began 

in February after a court-ordered a 

fledging pro-democracy opposition party 

to dissolve. Protests were re-energized in 

June when prominent pro-democracy 

activist Wanchalearm Satsaksit went 

missing in Cambodia, where he had been 

in exile since the 2014 military coup. But 

things kicked off when protesters began 

questioning the power of the monarchy. 

The move sent shockwaves through a 

country that is taught from birth to revere 

and love the monarchy and fear the 

consequences of talking about it. 

Thailand’s lèse-majesté law, which forbids 

any insults to the monarchy, is among the 

strictest in the world. The definition of 

what constitutes an insult to a monarch is 

unclear and human rights groups say the 

law has often been used as political tools 

to curb free speech and opposition calls for 

reform and change. 

Royalists have come out to oppose the 

student-led demonstrations and say the 

protesters want the abolition of the 
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monarchy, something they deny.  One 

protester, Panusaya Sithijirawattanakul, 

said their intention “is not to destroy the 

monarchy but to modernize it, to adapt it 

to our society.”  

 

19-11-2020 

Asia’s forgotten musical gems 

rediscovered on vinyl 

 

s the vinyl market experiences 

booming demand, crate diggers 

are spending time and money to 

re-release forgotten musical gems around 

Asia and beyond. Fariz Rustam Munaf, a 

prolific multi-instrumentalist better known 

as Fariz RM, was a household name in his 

native Indonesia during the 1980s. Back 

then, both teenagers and adults grooved to 

his signature brand of jazz fusion, which 

incorporates elements of spacey disco and 

Brazilian samba. Today, contemporary 

record labels are re-releasing his music for 

a new generation of listeners, with DJs 

routinely mixing his hit songs with 

electronic genres, such as a Balearic house, 

at underground parties from Jakarta to 

Ibiza. “Being reissued is a great 

compliment,” says the 61-year-old. “It’s a 

new period of my career. I feel like I’ve 

been reborn.” 

Around the world, artists such as Fariz RM 

are enjoying a resurgence of popularity 

thanks to the boom in reissues. Record 

labels and curators are increasingly 

devoting significant resources to re-

releasing tunes from earlier decades on 

vinyl, CD, cassette, and digital formats, in 

the hope of turning them into collector’s 

items. 

Whilst the bulk of reissues tend to be 

classic albums, such as the Beatles’ Abbey 

Road, a smack but the growing selection is 

devoted to obscure cuts of funk, 

psychedelia, and traditional music from the 

developing world. One such example is 

Sweet as Broken Dates: Lost Somali Tapes 

from the Horn of Africa- a compilation of 

Somali melodies from the 1970s and 

1980s. The re-release, from New York-

based Ostinato Records, was nominated 

for a Grammy in 2018. Several imprints, 

such as Soundway Records, Habibi Funk, 

Sofrito, and Strut  Records, specializing in 

reissues of African, Caribbean, Latin, 

Arab, and Asian rhythms from the 1950s-

1980s. 
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Good reissues tell a story, explain Dean 

Chew and Munir Harry Septiandry- two 

DJs who are working on a compilation of 

1960s-1980s jazz, boogie, and soul from 

North and Southeast Asia. The album, 

called Artifacts, is expected out next year 

and aims to cast light on a period of 

immense musical creativity in Asia. But 

hunting down these historic gems and 

obtaining copyright licenses had been an 

arduous process. “In Indonesia, for 

example, many labels that released the 

songs we’re looking for are obsolete” 

explains Septiandry, who produces dance 

music in the city of Bandung under the 

moniker Midnight Runners.  

Septiandry recently put together a 

compilation of Indonesian progressive 

rock and city pop from 1979-1991 for the 

US label Culture of Soul, an album that he 

believes will help spread global interest in 

Indonesia’s sonic heritage. “Poor archiving 

is also a big problem. Except for the major 

ones, most labels here don’t have master 

tapes”, he adds. If tracks are unreleased, or 

the label is defunct- says Septiandry- it can 

take the intensive investigation to locate 

the source material: “We start hunting 

down the artist, their friends, and families- 

using contacts from the local music 

scene.” That was the case for Women 

Women Women, a moody synth 

masterpiece by South Korean artist Lee 

Dong Won, which also features on the 

Artifacts album."It's becoming extremely 

tricky to license any song from that region 

now, so I had to dig deep and approach 

producers in Seoul - who possess a deep 

pool of knowledge and could help me 

locate the copyright code," says Chew, 

who co-runs a record label in Singapore 

called Darker Than Wax. The exhaustive 

search to find obscure artists has been 

documented in films such as Searching for 

Sugarman and Ata Kak: Time Bomb and 

requires "hours upon hours," adds Jan 

Hagenkoetter, of Germany's INFRACom 

Records. 

Hagenkoetter has produced two 

compilations of Vietnamese music from 

the 1954-1975 era, called Saigon 

Supersound. The album traces a journey 

across surf rock, pop ballads, and Latin-

tinged swing which boasts clear US 

influences. Hagenkoetter hopes the project 

will re-acquaint Vietnamese youth with 

their culture. For many young Vietnamese 

at home and abroad, this type of music is 

what their parents listened to and it isn't 

considered cool, says Hagenkoetter, who 

lived in Ho Chi Minh City for many 

years." I wanted to show that there's good 

music they can be proud of," he says. 

Reissues aren't a new phenomenon, but 

there's been an undeniable increase in 

recent years, amid the robust demand for 

vinyl. 
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Last year, for the 14th consecutive year, 

album sales on wax hit new highs in the 

US, according to Nielsen Music/MRC 

Data. It's a similar story in the UK, where 

vinyl LP sales have increased for 12 

consecutive years, with 2019 marking the 

highest level of demand since the early 

1990s, according to the British 

Phonographic Industry. As a result, prices 

of limited-edition reissues have soared. 

Chew describes it as a chicken-and-egg 

situation: "On one hand, you have 

dedicated labels that invest a great deal of 

blood, sweat, and tears into reissues. “But 

on the other hand, reissues have gotten so 

trendy that they inevitably pave the way 

for countless regurgitations that eventually 

saturate the marketplace and send prices 

spiking on platforms like Discogs, where 

records have become commodities in a 

stock exchange."Whatever the market's 

tricky economics, its social impact on 

artists has been overwhelmingly positive? 

The chance to be reintroduced to the 

public in an age of technology is a game-

changer, explains Fariz RM. 

During the 1980s, the pop legend wrote 

several tracks in English, in the hope of 

reaching fans beyond Indonesia, but he 

never knew whether he had succeeded 

"because there were no social 

media"."Back then, Indonesia's music 

industry never thought about entering 

international markets because they 

believed in the strength of local demand," 

says Fariz. Now, with two reissues under 

his belt, Fariz is more visible than ever." I 

hear from DJs that my song Selangkah Ke 

Seberang was popular in Ibiza; people in 

Peru tell me they're playing my music," he 

says, with a smile." I'm happy - but of 

course, I wish it happened earlier." 

20-11-2020 

The judge who stood up to Pakistan’s 

military  

 

ustice Waqar Ahmad Seth, who has 

died after contracting coronavirus, 

was an outspoken judge of a kind 

rarely seen in Pakistan and an unlikely 

source of opposition to the powerful 

military. Tributes described him as bold, 

fearless, and independent. He was 59. As 

chief justice of Peshawar High Court 

(PHC), he passed judgments that angered 

both the military and the government- 

including a death sentence on exiled 

former General Pervez Musharraf that 

made headlines around the world. He also 

challenged the establishment of human 
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rights abuses, striking down a law under 

which the military ran secret internment 

centers, and acquitting dozens of people 

convicted under anti-terrorism laws for 

lack of evidence. Justice Seth’s death is 

been seen as a major setback in a country 

where the military has been expanding its 

influence again in recent years. Lawyers 

around the country have been in mourning 

since his death in an Islamabad hospital on 

13 November.  

The secretary-general of the independent 

Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 

(HRCP), Haris Khalique, called his death a 

“great blow to a judiciary struggling to be 

independent in Pakistan’s quasi-

democracy”. Former senator Afrasiab 

Khatak said in a tweet that Justice Seth’s 

statue was raised not just by the list of his 

remarkable judgments, but also the 

oppressive conditions that required 

courage for writing such judgments”. 

Supreme Court Bar Association president 

Abdul Latif Afridi described him as “a 

courageous and uncompromising” person 

who didn’t shy away from a fight with the 

military. “And he paid a personal price,” 

Mr. Afridi told Dawn newspaper, recalling 

that the Peshawar chief justice had been 

denied elevation to the Supreme Court 

three times despite his seniority.  

Justice Seth made history when the three-

member special court he headed sentenced 

Gen Musharraf to death last year in 

absentia. The general had been found 

guilty of treason for suspending the 

constitution and imposing emergency rule 

in 2007.  It was the first time the treason 

clause in the constitution had been applied 

to anyone, far less to a top military official 

by a civil court in a country where the 

military has controlled political decision-

making for most of the time since its 

independence from British rule in 1947. 

The penalty was unlikely to be carried out. 

Gen Musharraf, who has always denied 

any wrongdoing, had been allowed to 

leave Pakistan in 2016 on medical 

grounds.  The ruling allowed for this, 

saying if he died before he could be 

executed his corpse should be dragged 

outside parliament in Islamabad and 

“hanged for three days”. There was 

outrage, with the government seeking to 

disbar Justice Seth for being unfit for 

office, and legal experts calling the 

instructions unconstitutional. 

Unsurprisingly, the ruling also touched a 

raw nerve with the military, which issued a 

rare statement the verdict was “received 

with a lot of pain and anguish by the rank 

and file” of the armed forces, and that Gen 

Musharraf can surely never be a traitor.” 

Commenting on the ruling, the HRCP's 

Haris Khalique said that while some might 

have disagreed with Justice Seth's choice 
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of words, "his very act of convicting a 

martial ruler for treason following the 

spirit of the constitution was a historic 

feat".The judgment is still being 

challenged through the courts. The 

Musharraf sentence was not the only time 

Justice Seth issued a ruling that displeased 

the military. Soon after taking charge as 

chief justice in Peshawar in June 2018, he 

acquitted more than 200 civilians 

convicted in secret trials by military courts 

that had been constituted following the 

December 2014 massacre by the Pakistan 

Taliban at Peshawar's Army Public 

School. He cited a lack of evidence and 

"malice in facts and law" as grounds for 

those acquittals. In October last year, he 

struck down a discreetly promulgated law 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province 

which had empowered the military to run 

secret internment centers to detain 

civilians indefinitely without judicial or 

administrative oversight."The acquittal of 

military court convicts last year had riled 

some quarters in the garrison, but when he 

struck down the law on internment centers, 

it became clear to most that Justice Seth 

was fearless and curried no favors with the 

power centers," said Wasim Ahmad Shah, 

a senior legal affairs correspondent for 

Dawn newspaper in Peshawar."Later, 

when he was appointed to head the three-

member special court to try General 

Musharraf in what was seen by many as an 

open-and-shut case, most people knew 

what to expect." 

21-11-2020 

Bloody Sunday 1920: Croke Park 

killings remembered 100 years on 

 

he victims of Ireland’s original 

Bloody Sunday will be 

commemorated at a ceremony in 

Dublin later.  On this day 100 years ago, 

British forces opened fire on the crowd 

attending a Gaelic football match in 

Dublin’s Croke Park stadium. Fourteen 

people were killed or fatally wounded and 

dozens more were injured. The killings 

took place against the backdrop of the Irish 

War of Independence, a guerrilla conflict 

that began in 1919 between British forces 

and the Irish Republican Army (IRA) who 

sought Ireland’s independence from 

Britain. 

Earlier that Sunday morning, the IRA 

killed 14 people and wounded others in a 

series of coordinated attacks across 

Dublin, intending to assassinate British 

intelligence agents or spies. The British 

authorities suspected some of the gunmen 
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had disappeared into the crowd at Croke 

Park, so armed police were deployed to 

block all the exits and search thousands of 

spectators. But, within minutes, panic 

ensued as police began shooting 

indiscriminately into the crowd. The 

fatalities included three schoolboys aged 

10, 11, and 14, and a bride-to-be who was 

due to get married within days.  

The Gaelic Association (GAA), which 

hosted the fateful match between Dublin 

and Tipperary on Sunday 21 November 

1920, will lay wreaths and light 14 torches 

in Croke Park to remember the victims. 

“They weren’t just statistics,” said Karina 

Lesson, a relative of William Robison, the 

first person who was shot that day. “They 

were people with families who loved them 

and who suffered greatly after their loss.” 

Eleven-year-old William Robinson, who 

had climbed a tree above the sports ground 

to get a better view of the match, was shot 

in the chest.  

“It’s a horrific story …… his parents never 

got over it,” said his great-grandniece Ms. 

Lesson. “It was so tragic for the family 

that it was never openly spoken about.” 

Ms. Lesson hopes the 100th anniversary 

will be a chance for the public to 

remember the ordinary football fans who 

simply went to a match and never came 

home. Author Michael Foley, whose 

research has been central to the GAA’s 

centenary commemorations, believes most 

of the victims were forgotten by wider 

society. “For an event that we were 

brought up with, one that was a real 

landmark moment in history, we knew 

nothing about it,” he said. 

In fact, in the tense aftermath of shootings, 

more than half of the Croke Park victims 

were buried in unmarked graves- a point 

highlighted in his 2014 book, The 

Bloodied Field. Five years ago, Mr. Foley 

and several relatives began working with 

the GAA on a project to erect headstones 

for eight victims who had no marked 

graves.  

The author argued that the loss of the 

victims’ stories allowed myth and 

misinformation to creep into public 

memories of Bloody Sunday, masking 

what he called the real complexity of the 

events. Croke Park’s 14 victims included 

four IRA men and a former British soldier, 

reflecting the complex identities within the 

GAA and Ireland as a whole during the 

revolutionary period. But those killed 

included ordinary Dubliners like Jane 

Boyle, a shop worker who had been due to 

get married in five days. Her wedding 

plans were replaced with funeral 

preparations and the bride-to-be was 

buried in her white wedding dress.  
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The outrage about police firing into 

crowds of men, women, and children at a 

football match still reverberates in Ireland. 

The shootings were carried out by a 

combined convoy of Royal Irish 

Constabulary (RIC) officers and two RIC 

reserve forces- the Auxiliaries and the 

Black and Tans. Two British militaries 

inquire, held behind closed doors, 

criticized the RIC and Black and Tans for 

using “excessive” forces, but exonerated 

the police from claims they fired the first 

shots.  

ECONOMIC NEWS 

19-11-2020 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank under Moratori 

n the wake of serious deterioration in 

the financial position of the bank 

the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has placed cash-strapped Lakshmi 

Vilas Bank (LVB) under a moratorium for 

a period of one month and restricted 

withdrawals at Rs 25,000 for depositors 

from savings and current accounts and 

expenditure on any item at Rs 50,000 per 

month. The central bank also superseded 

the board of directors of LVB for a period 

of 30 days. The speed at which resolution 

was announced after putting lenders under 

moratorium is unprecedented. The move 

was announced through an order by 

the Ministry of Finance. 

Reserve Bank has concluded that in the 

absence of a credible revival plan, 

intending to protect depositors’ interest 

and in the interest of financial and banking 

stability, there is no alternative but to 

apply to the Central Government for 

imposing a moratorium under section 45 

of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank to be merged with 

DBS: 

 The RBI has also drafted a 

scheme of amalgamation for 

LVB with DBS Bank India 

Ltd. and aims to complete the 

merger process before the 

moratorium period ends. 

 DBS Bank India Ltd 

(DBIL) is a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of DBS Bank Ltd, 

Singapore (“DBS”), which in 

turn is a subsidiary of Asia’s 

leading financial services group, 

DBS Group Holdings Limited. 

 The bank invited suggestions 

and objections, if any, from 

members, depositors, and other 

creditors of transferor bank 

(LVB) and transferee bank 

(DBIL), on the draft scheme. 

 DBIL will bring in 

additional capital of ₹2,500 
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crore upfront, to support the credit 

growth of the merged entity. 

20-11-2020 

 

Rebound in FY22: Moody’s forecasts 

lower GDP fall of 10.6% in FY21 

latest round of stimulus  s'ndia

measures shifted focus back to 

term growth by focusing on -longer

manufacturing and job creation, global 

rating agency Moody’s said as it predicted 

contraction in the country’s real 10.6% a 

drop  11.5% nGDP in FY21, against a

The agency also revised  forecast earlier.

up its projection for real growth for the 

next fiscal to 10.8% from 10.6%, 

indicating a stronger rebound, aided by a 

favorable base effect. In the medium term, 

though, the growth rate will be around 6%, 

the agency said. 

“The latest measures aim to increase the 

competitiveness of India’s manufacturing 

sector and create jobs, while supporting 

infrastructure investment, credit 

availability, and stressed sectors. As such, 

they present potential upside to our current 

growth forecasts, a credit positive,” 

Moody’s said. Last week, the government 

announced a raft of measures amounting to 

a total of Rs 2.68 lakh crore (close to 1.4% 

of GDP); a sizeable chunk of the fiscal 

stimulus, however, included commitments 

for five years and a few involved extra-

budgetary resources. 

Moody’s, however, stated: “The country’s 

mixed track record on revenue-raising 

measures lowers prospects for fiscal 

policy-driven budget consolidation. A 

sustained increase in GDP growth would 

therefore likely be a major driver of any 

durable future fiscal consolidation.” 

Moody’s forecast general government (the 

center as well as states) debt to rise to 

89.3% of nominal GDP in the current 

fiscal and decline to 87.5% in FY22. Even 

before the pandemic struck, India’s debt 

was already at an elevated level of 72.2% 

of GDP in FY20. 

By contrast, Moody’s forecast the median 

for similar-rated (Baa-rated) peers to rise 

to only 60.8% in 2020. It expected the 

general government fiscal deficit to remain 

elevated, reaching around 12% of GDP, 

with some upside risk, in the current fiscal 

and narrowing to about 7% over the 

medium term. This would still be above 
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the deficit of 6.5% of GDP in the last 

fiscal. 

The agency also said that the wage support 

provided to businesses under the latest 

measures and the push to scale up 

production through the production-linked 

incentive scheme could increase 

employment in India’s persistently soft 

labor market. 

The latest fiscal package (Atmanirbhar 

India 3.0) expands support for 

infrastructure investment, with a Rs 6,000-

crore equity investment in the National 

Investment and Infrastructure Fund Debt 

Platform. It also targets the housing and 

real estate sector, through Rs 18,000 crore 

of additional budget for the government’s 

affordable urban housing scheme, and 

income tax relief for developers and 

homebuyers, the agency highlighted. 

 

21-11-2020   

 India losing $10.3 billion in taxes per 

year due to tax abuse by MNCs, evasion 

by individuals: Report 

ndia is losing over USD 10.3 billion 

(about Rs 75,000 crore) in taxes 

every year owing to global tax abuse 

by MNCs and evasion by private 

individuals. The State of Tax Justice report 

said globally countries are losing a total f 

over USD 427 billion in taxes each year to 

international corporate tax abuse and 

private tax evasion. This is costing 

countries altogether the equivalent of 

nearly 34 million nurses’ annual salaries 

every year — or one nurse’s annual salary 

every second. 

Concerning India, the report said USD 

10.3 billion, or 0.41 percent of the USD 3 

trillion GDP, is lost in taxes every year to 

global tax abuse. 

Of this, over USD 10 billion is lost to tax 

abuse by multinational corporations 

(MNCs) and USD 200 million to tax 

evasion committed by private individuals. 

The social impact of the lost tax is 

equivalent to 44.70 percent of the health 

budget and 10.68 percent of education 

spending. It also equals paying yearly 

salaries of over 42.30 lakh nurses. 

It further said India is most vulnerable to 

illicit financial flows in the form of 

outward FDI and listed Mauritius, 

Singapore, and the Netherlands as the 
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trading partners which are most 

responsible for this vulnerability. 

The State of Tax Justice report has been 

published by the Tax Justice Network, 

together with global union federation 

Public Services International and the 

Global Alliance for Tax Justice. 

The report highlights the state of global tax 

abuse and governments’ efforts to tackle 

the menace. 
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