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IN THE ISSUE 

POLITICAL NEWS 

09-11-2020 

BIHAR ELECTIONS TURNOUT 

HIGHER THAN THE 2015 

ELECTION DESPITE THIS 

PANDEMIC 

he Election Commission data 

showed that Bihar recorded 

57.05% turnout in the 

assembly elections this year, this 

turnout is marginally higher than that 

of 2015 despite the COVID-19 

pandemic, as per official data. The 

voter turnout in the elections held in 2015 

was 56.66%. 

Female voter turnout this year was 

59.69%, higher than that of the male 

voters, 54.68%. This year’s turnout was 

pushed up by relatively aggressive 

polling in the third phase in which 78 

seats in the 15 districts of Kosi-

Seemanchal, Mithilanchal, and Tirhut 

voted. 

The turnout in the third phase of the 

elections, held on November 7, was 

almost 60% compared to 55.68% in the 

first phase and 55.70% in the second. In 

last year’s Lok Sabha elections, 57.33% 

turnout was recorded. 

No re-polling was ordered in any 

constituency where elections were held in 

the third phase, sources said. Poll 

observers and returning officers who 

were on duty in the third phase have 

completed the scrutiny and no repoll has 

been recommended, they said. 

This was the first major election held in 

the country amid the COVID-19 

pandemic. To facilitate COVID-19 

patients or those suspected of having the 

infection, the commission had extended 

the polling duration by an hour. Around 

5.30 lakh election officials were given 

special training in the wake of the 

pandemic. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) 

has made elaborate arrangements for the 

counting of votes on Tuesday. ECI has set 

up 55 counting centers in all the 38 

districts of the state, which had voted in 

three phases on October 28, November 3, 

and November 7. Three counting centers 

each have been set up in four districts of 

East Champaran (which has 12 assembly 

constituencies), Gaya (10 seats), Siwan (8 

constituencies), and Begusarai (7 

constituencies). 

Three-layer security has been provided at 

counting centers. The first layer comprises 

Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), 
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the second layer is of Bihar Military Police 

and the third of district armed police for 38 

strongrooms across the state. 

“Bihar Police officers are ensuring their 

safety from outside,” said a senior police 

official of the state police headquarters, 

adding that 1,900 Central Armed Police 

Forces (CAPF) are guarding 38 strong 

rooms, including in the state capital. 

The AN College premises in Patna are the 

biggest strong room in the state as the 

EVMs of 14 constituencies of Patna 

district is stored. At least one section of 

CAPF personnel would be deployed in the 

innermost perimeter round the clock. 

Video cameras would be provided to 

CAPF personnel to record all visits by 

polling personnel and polling agents. 

A total of 106,524 EVMs are indifferent 

strong rooms across 55 centers in the state 

which will decide the fate of 3,558 

candidates, including 370 women and a 

transgender. The counting process, 

scheduled start at 8 is on November 10, 

will be video graphed, officials said, 

adding postal ballots would be counted 

first. 

Bihar recorded 57.05% turnout in the 

assembly elections this time, marginally 

higher than that of 2015, despite the 

Covid-19 pandemic, as per official data. 

The voter turnout in the 2015 elections 

was 56.66%. 

CHANGING COURSE OF BIHAR 

POLITICS 

he politics of Bihar changes 

every 15 years. A trend visible in 

the iconic Jayprakash Narayan 

movement is again taking shape in this 

year's Bihar elections. For the first time in 

more than three decades, youth is 

emerging as a caste-agnostic constituency 

for a state leader. 

While the Lalu-Rabri duo ruled the state 

for 15 years and Nitish Kumar took over 

from 2005 to 2020, Bihar's youth seems to 

have voted for 'badlaav' (change) rising 

above the caste matrix. 

At almost every rally that Rashtriya Janata 

Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 

attended, huge crowds of young men 

followed him in a wave. The 31-year-old 

seems to have driven home his promise of 

10 lakh government jobs. He often 

repeated, in his rallies, that he will sign on 

his promise of jobs the day becomes chief 

minister. 

The RJD appears to have done the math 

behind it as well. The party has claimed 

that there is 4.5 lakh pending vacancies in 

T 



 

4 
 

the Bihar government already and another 

5.5 lakh jobs need to be created. 

The promise has found resonance among 

the youth, especially in a state where a 

lack of employment is one of the biggest 

drivers of migration. The unemployment 

rate in Bihar was at 10.3 percent last year 

and ranked among the highest in the 

country. According to CMIE, the state's 

unemployment rate increased by 31.2 

percentage points, rising to 46.6 percent in 

April 2020, almost twice the national 

average. 

The 64th round of the National Sample 

Survey stated that around 30.7 percent of 

the total out-migrants from Bihar moved in 

search of employment as they could not 

find work. Added to this is the fact that 

Bihar is India's youngest state, according 

to Census 2011. And projections opine that 

its median age will be under 30 even 16 

years from now when the median age of 

India hovers around 34.7 years. According 

to Census 2011, Bihar's median age 

currently stands at 20 years. It was only for 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi that the 

youth had emerged as an undivided 

constituency in 2014 and 2019. It is for the 

first time that this trend is being repeated 

for a state leader. 

Bihar’s youth has not been a close 

spectator to policy-level changes related to 

caste. On August 7, 1990, then PM V P 

Singh announced in Parliament that his 

government had accepted the Mandal 

Commission report, which recommended 

27 percent reservation for OBC candidates 

at all levels of its services. 

Nitish's image of ‘Susashan Babu’ also 

seems to have become stale in the eyes of 

the young voter. As part of a welfare 

scheme, to promote education and safety, 

he had provided cycles to young girls 

throughout the state but even that seems to 

have proved wanting of direction and 

further vision. 

This is exactly where Tejashwi Yadav 

appears to have cashed in. He was quick to 

learn that Lalu Yadav's call for secularism 

and social justice was not relatable to the 

post-Mandal, post-Babri generation. 

Therefore the clarion call for jobs. He also 

promised pay parity to over five lakh 

contract teachers along with raising 

salaries for Anganwadi and ASHA 

workers. That is where Nitish Kumar, 

despite putting the state on the track of 

development, seems to have lost 

connection with the young Biharis. 
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10.11.2020 

WHERE DIES OF BJP FALLS IN UP 

BY-ELECTION 

s the counting for the Uttar 

Pradesh seats for which by-

elections were held on 

November 3 are set to begin soon, all eyes 

will be on three assembly seats which 

might be a dicey affair for the ruling 

Bharatiya Janata Party. The Unnao and 

Ghatampur seats were held by the BJP 

while Malhani was held by Samajwadi 

Party. 

The Bangarmau assembly seat in the 

Unnao district which was earlier held by 

former BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar 

went vacant after Sengar was convicted in 

a rape case by a special CBI Court. Sengar 

is said to enjoy clout on his assembly seat 

but the recent Hathras Dalit gangrape case 

allegedly led to the BJP not giving a ticket 

to any family members of the Sengar 

family. The BJP had fielded Shrikant 

Katiyar from this seat while SP fielded 

Suresh Kumar Pal and BSP gave the ticket 

to Mahesh Prasad. 

Meanwhile, the Congress had declared 

Aarti Bajpai as their candidate from 

Bangarmau, who is said to have given a 

strong competition to the BJP candidate. If 

other factors as claimed by opposition 

parties - like Brahmin resentment and 

denial of ticket to Sengar family members 

- come near reality, then the seat could be 

hard to retain for the ruling party. However 

the recent joining of former Congress MP 

from Unnao, Annu Tandon may swing the 

sails of the winning boat in another 

direction as well. 

The competition is tough for the Malhani 

assembly seat in Jaunpur, with strongman 

Dhananjay Singh and his wife Jagriti 

Singh contesting by-polls as independent 

candidates. Dhananjay is said to have a 

good influence and with his candidature in 

place, and it will remain to be seen how 

many votes him and Jagriti bag, and which 

camp is dented by their candidature. The 

BJP has fielded Manoj Singh from this 

seat, who was earlier involved with the 

Allahabad University Students' Union. 

The Samajwadi Party had given the ticket 

to Lucky Yadav, whose father Parasnath 

Yadav had won the 2017 assembly polls, 
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but his death has resulted in the by-

election. BSP has fielded Jai Prakash, 

while Congress has made Rakesh Mishra 

their candidate. 

The third and the last seat which will have 

to watch out for is the Ghatampur 

assembly seat which went vacant after the 

death of BJP minister Kamalrani Varun 

who died recently due to coronavirus. BJP 

has fielded Upendra Kushwaha on this seat 

while SP had made Indrajit Katori their 

candidate. The BSP had fielded Kuldeep 

Kumar from this seat while Congress 

fielded Kripa Shankar. 

                                                        

CONGRESS LEADER RAHUL 

GANDHI ACCUSED THE 

NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT 

he 19-year-old Aishwarya 

Reddy, who died by suicide on 

the night of November 3. An 

undergraduate scholarship student of 

mathematics at Lady Shri Ram College 

for Women, Reddy had been living with 

her family in Telangana since March 

when the national lockdown was put in 

place. Her parents, who are daily wage 

workers, have been having a hard time 

making ends meet due to the pandemic-

induced economic recession. 

Last year, they had to mortgage their 

house to be able to send Reddy to 

college. Her younger sister also had to 

discontinue her studies due to their 

financial condition. As the letter shows, 

she felt that she was a “burden” to her 

family. 

However, her family and friends say that 

that wasn’t the only cause of her anxiety. 

“They are teaching well, but I don’t have 

a laptop and my mobile is not working 

well so I am unable to do any practical 

work,” she stated in the survey. 

Students also say that the college 

professors were keeping track of their 

attendance and it was only on November 

1 that they made it non-mandatory. 

“Since there were no guidelines as such 

before, our attendance was being marked 

every day which might have added to her 

stress,” said Reddy’s batchmate from the 

sociology department. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on 

Monday accused the Narendra Modi 

government of destroying countless 

homes due to the ‘deliberate’ lockdown 

and demonetization. He tagged a news 

report of a 19-year-old Telangana girl 

who died by suicide citing financial stress 

on the family due to the lockdown. 

Rahul Gandhi said on Twitter that my 

condolences to the family members of 

the girl in this very sad moment. The 
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BJP government destroyed countless 

homes due to the deliberate 

demonetization and countrywide 

lockdown.  

The police said that She was allegedly 

worried about pursuing education 

because of the poor financial condition of 

her family. 

11-11-2020 

PM Modi speaks of 'respecting 

territorial integrity' at the SCO summit 

 

 

rime Minister Narendra Modi, 

who for the first time came face-

to-face with Chinese President Xi 

Jinping, since the ongoing Ladakh standoff 

was reported in May, on Tuesday spoke 

about the importance of respecting one 

another's sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. 

PM Modi said while speaking at the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Summit that India believes that to enhance 

connectivity it is important that we move 

forward while respecting one another's 

sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

The SCO summit took place at a time 

when India and China, two of the bloc's 

members, are engaged in a tense border 

standoff for over six months in eastern 

Ladakh. 

PM Modi said repeated attempts were 

being made to bring bilateral issues into 

the SCO agenda that violate the SCO 

Charter and Shanghai Spirit. He said that 

India strongly believes in peace, security, 

and prosperity. We have always raised our 

voice against terrorism, illegal arms 

smuggling, drugs, and money laundering. 

However, it is unfortunate that repeated 

attempts are being made to unnecessarily 

bring bilateral issues into the SCO agenda 

that violate the SCO Charter and Shanghai 

Spirit. 

PM Modi also said that as the world's 

largest vaccine producing country, India 

will use its capacity to help entire 

humanity in fighting the crisis. Major 

leaders attending the SCO meet include 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, Pakistan's 

Prime Minister Imran Khan, Russian 

President Vladimir Putin, and leaders of 

four Central Asian countries - Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.  

BIHAR ELECTIONS’ RESULT 2020 

s the outcome of the Bihar 

election remains confusing at 

the time of writing this piece, 

P 
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with both the political alliances — the 

Mahagathbandan and the National 

Democratic Alliance — competing to 

attain a majority, there is one factor which 

reveals the sources of the confusion 

unambiguously: the status quo of the silent 

voter in the State. Here, seen from the 

vantage point of the silent voter, the status 

quo-ism may not be a pejorative term. 

However, this brings us to the task of 

defining the social location and the 

psychology of the silent voter which seems 

to have a decisive influence on the 

ongoing electoral outcome in Bihar. 

In the electoral arena, generally, it is the 

non-dominant and vulnerable social groups 

such as the lower castes and a large section 

of Dalits that prefer to remain silent when 

the narrative is championed by the 

dominant communities in their locality. 

Their silence becomes all the more 

profound when a leader whom they relate 

to seems to be at the receiving end. In any 

electoral analysis, and inadequate factoring 

in this silent narrative leads to seeing a 

wave that was never there in the first 

place. 

In the case of Bihar, while the signs of 

anti-incumbency were visible against 

Nitish Kumar, its translation into a vote 

against him/the Janata Dal (United), or the 

JD(U), was not as seamless as it seemed to 

be. Rather, it was layered around the 

identitarian lines of castes and 

communities, the dominance of material 

issues notwithstanding. 

In hindsight, the social base of the 

electoral narratives resonating across Bihar 

had three distinct takers. One, while there 

was a general sense of disappointment 

with Nitish Kumar, not every section 

wanted to desert him. 

Two, while a majority of upper castes 

turning their backs on Nitish Kumar 

ensured the JD(U)’s defeat in as many as 

30 seats by voting for rebel candidates 

from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

fielded by regional parties such as Lok 

Janshakti Party (LJP) and the Rashtriya 

Lok Samta Party (RLSP), they were wary 

of the prospect of Tejashwi Yadav (of the 

Rashtriya Janata Dal, or the RJD) 

becoming the alternative. This is even 

though he attempted to consciously shift 

the prevailing perception of the RJD, from 

being a particular caste-centric to an 

umbrella party. 

Three, the demographically significant 

intermediary caste such as the Yadavs 

were over-enthusiastically consolidated 

behind the RJD and peddled the pro-

Tejaswi narrative fervently. 

In a State which has been signified by the 

assertive masculinized political culture, the 

presence of Nitish Kumar, a non-polarising 
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personality and an accommodative 

approach led to the changing political 

common sense of Bihar so much so that 

both the RJD and the BJP, and the Left 

had made the politics of accommodation 

their central plank. 

To see every party appealing to the youth, 

women, the vulnerable castes such as 

Extremely Backward Classes, or the 

EBCs, and Mahadalits in an aspirational 

and inclusive language are bound to have 

the imprint of Nitish Kumar. To the credit 

of Tejashwi Yadav, the RJD has attempted 

to adapt itself to the new aspirational 

plank. For the first time, the party has 

given significant representation to EBCs, 

has appealed to every section rather than 

going to the familiar plank of ‘forward 

versus backward’, and shifted to the 

narrative of economic justice to account 

for the emerging vulnerabilities among all 

sections. 

Also, the role played by the Left parties 

has been significant in terms of restoring 

the primacy of the material and civic 

issues of everyday life. 

The fact that the vulnerable sections 

constituting the social base of the silent 

voters chose to support the NDA in 

significant numbers on account of the 

Nitish Kumar factor, thereby making it a 

waveless election, is testimony to the fact 

that the anchor of political change needs to 

resonate with the aspirations and anxieties 

of the vulnerable sections more 

prominently rather than enthusing the 

dominant communities supporting them. 

Hence, it is time to take cognizance of the 

subdued narratives of the silent voter 

which tends to get lost in the domineering 

rhetoric anchored by the politically entitled 

sections. This is the most desirable 

takeaway from Bihar.  

Source: The Hindu                          

12.11.2020 

TWO SEATS IN KARNATAKA: BJP 

PARTY-ING 

he ruling BJP in Karnataka 

competed with the Sira and 

Rajarajeshwarinagar Assembly 

constituencies from the opposition Janata 

Dal (Secular) and the Congress, 

respectively, in the by-elections held on 

November 3. 

Though the elections had little 

consequence on the stability of the BJP 

government, the results, declared on 

Tuesday, further consolidated the party 

with Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa at 

the helm. The prestige of several party 

leaders coming into play had made the 

fight look tight, but in the end, the BJP 

romped home with comfortable margins. 
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The two-time legislator from the Congress 

whose resignation had necessitated the by-

election in R.R. Nagar, Munirathna, polled 

1,25,734 votes as the BJP candidate to win 

by a margin of nearly 58,000 against the 

Congress candidate and first-timer 

Kusuma H., who ended up with 67,798 

votes. JD(S) candidate V. Krishnamurthy 

finished a distant third with 10,251 votes. 

The margin of victory for Mr. Munirathna 

is higher than that in the 2018 Assembly 

elections when he (then in the Congress) 

had defeated the BJP candidate by about 

26,000 votes. The JD(S) put up a poor 

show when compared with the 2018 

elections when it had polled 60,000 votes. 

In Sira, considered part of the Vokkaliga 

heartland, the BJP opened its account. 

C.M. Rajesh Gowda, a doctor, political 

debutant, and son of three-time 

Chitradurga MP C.P. Moodalgiriyappa, 

defeated six-time legislator and former 

Congress Minister T.B. Jayachandra by a 

comfortable margin of nearly 13,000 

votes. While Dr. Gowda polled 74,522 

votes, Mr. Jayachandra garnered 61,573 

votes. The JD(S) candidate, Ammajamma, 

whose husband B. Sathyanarayana’s death 

had necessitated the by-election, could get 

only 35,982 votes. 

The swing in Sira in favor of the BJP has 

been massive, while the JD(S) has lost 

heavily. The Congress vote share has 

remained intact here. The run-up to the 

elections had seen leaders of the 

Opposition trading charges of use of 

money and muscle power, and misuse of 

government machinery that had been 

vehemently denied by ruling party leaders. 

The poll arena had become tense as KPCC 

president D.K. Shivakumar, facing his first 

elections after his elevation, was eyeing 

for consolidation of Vokkaliga votes. 

13-11-2020 

SENIOR BJP LEADER PRESS MEET 

ABOUT BIHAR ELECTION 

enior BJP leader Uma Bharti said 

on Wednesday that her party 

became the “elder brother” in the 

NDA alliance in Bihar only through the 

“ladder” of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. 

She was speaking to reporters here a day 

after the BJP won more seats in Bihar 

Assembly elections than its ally, Kumar-

led Janata Dal (United). 

When asked should there be a BJP chief 

minister in the northern state now, Bharti 

said that I don’t want to get into this. 

She said that the election was contested 

under the leadership of Nitish Kumar, and 

you will recall that his leadership had been 

announced by me in 2005 when I was BJP 

general secretary in-charge of Bihar. And 

we were able to form a government there. 
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She added that we (BJP) have been able to 

become elder brother from the younger 

one by climbing up Nitish’s ladder. You 

cannot pull down the ladder which was 

used for climbing. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the 

party had made it clear that the elections 

would be fought under Kumar’s 

leadership, and now the JD (U) leader had 

to decide what to do next because Modi 

had already decided, Bharti said.  She said 

that I will be happy to see Nitish as CM 

there. 

Bharti also had words of praise for 

the Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Tejashvi 

Yadav. “Tejashvi is a good boy. But, Bihar 

was saved narrowly. Like Congress 

veteran Digvijaya Singh `played 

spoilsport’ for Kamal Nath in Madhya 

Pradesh, Lalu Prasad would have played 

the same role in Bihar, Bharti alleged. 

She praised Kamal Nath, who heads the 

Congress in Madhya Pradesh, for the way 

he led his party in the assembly by-

elections. She said that there would have 

been no problem had Kamal Nath run the 

government the way he fought the 

election. He fought this election very 

tactfully the BJP leader said. 

The ruling BJP won 19 out of 28 seats in 

MP by-polls, while the Congress won 

nine. 

 

LEGAL NEWS- 

09.11.2020 

 

CBI TO PROBE HOW POOR 

MINORITY STUDENTS DUPED OF 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

he illegal siphoning of the 

centrally funded pre-Matric 

scholarship meant for poor 

minority students by an alleged nexus of 

middlemen, bank correspondents, officials, 

and school staff investigated by The Indian 

Express, will now be probed by the 

Central Bureau of Investigation, sources 

have confirmed. 

The Union Ministry of Minority Affairs 

which administers this scholarship – Rs 

1400 crore last year nationally — has 

taken this decision “seeing the scope of the 

scam,” officials said. 

Beginning October 31, The Indian 

Express’s investigative series highlighted 

how the scam siphoned off scholarships 

meant for schools across Ranchi, Dhanbad, 

Latehar, Ramgarh, Lohardaga in 
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Jharkhand and Gaya, Darbhanga, and 

Saharsa in Bihar. 

Several students had their Aadhaar cards 

and fingerprints taken and scholarships 

were disbursed in their names but they 

received only a fraction of the amount — 

if at all anything. The scholarship meant 

for students who live in hostels were 

siphoned off in the name of schools that 

didn’t have a hostel. A school from Punjab 

and a Kendriya Vidyalaya from Assam had 

their names being fraudulently used to 

divert scholarship money in two districts. 

The Indian Express found that the nexus 

stole IDs and passwords to access the 

National Scholarship Portal (NSP) to dupe 

students, set up fake beneficiaries while 

genuine poor minority students were left 

out. 

This Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme, 

launched in 2008 by the UPA 

Government, is meant to help students of 

minority communities, Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, Jains, and 

Buddhists, from families with annual 

income below Rs 1 lakh. 

From Explained | What is Jharkhand’s pre-

matric scholarship scam? 

To be eligible, students need to score at 

least 50 percent in their class exams. 

Students from Class 1 to 5 receive Rs 

1,000 per year and students of Class 6 to  

10 receive Rs 10,700 a year if they are in a 

hostel or Rs 5,700 a year if they are day 

scholars. Most of the corruption, The 

Indian Express found, is related to these 

last two categories. 

“The reason why Direct Benefit Transfer 

was brought in was to ensure transparency 

in the system. But now that leakages have 

to come to light through The Indian 

Express reports, they must be immediately 

and sternly addressed. The priority of this 

government was to ensure that minority 

students get an opportunity for education 

through these scholarships. The Ministry 

has given out close to 5 crore minority 

scholarships in the past six years and we 

believe that this has also helped many girl 

students from minority communities from 

dropping out,” said a top Ministry official. 

On November 2, the Ministry held its first 

meeting on the issue. Union Minister of 

Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 

told The Indian Express that he had 

initiated a probe and his officials were in 

constant touch with their counterparts in 

Jharkhand. Jharkhand Chief Minister 

Hemant Soren, too, had ordered a probe 

and assured action. 

On November 4, the Principal Secretary to 

Jharkhand CM, Rajiv ArunEkka, wrote to 
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the Welfare Secretary to make all files 

available for the Anti-Corruption Bureau. 

In Bihar, the Additional Chief Secretary, 

Minorities Welfare Department, Amir 

Subhani, said that FIRs will be registered. 

Gujarat HC quashes sedition case 

against an editor who reported CM may 

be replaced 

he Gujarat High Court (HC) has 

quashed a sedition case 

registered against a 

journalist for allegedly publishing a report 

in May suggesting a leadership change in 

Gujarat due to criticism over 

rising coronavirus cases in the state. 

 

The order by a single-judge bench of 

Justice R P Dholaria came after the 

journalist, Dhaval Patel, editor and owner 

of Face of Nation, filed an unconditional 

apology “without admission of any guilt” 

for the “allegedly offending article”. 

 

According to police, Dhaval Patel 

allegedly wrote a news story on May 7, 

titled ‘Mansukh Mandaviya called by high 

command, chances of leadership change in 

Gujarat’. Mandaviya is a Union minister 

and a Rajya Sabha MP from Gujarat. The 

story mentioned that Covid-19 cases have 

been increasing in Gujarat, the “failure” of 

the Gujarat CM has been noted by New 

Delhi, and that Mandaviya was called by 

the BJP high command, due to which there 

was speculation of a leadership change in 

the state. 

Following the article, Patel was booked 

under IPC section 124 A (sedition) and 

Disaster Management Act section 54 

(Punishment for false warning). Dhaval 

was arrested in May this year and had 

remained in Sabarmati Central Jail for 15 

days. Subsequently, he had moved the 

court, seeking setting aside of the FIR 

against him. 

In its order, dated November 6, the bench 

of Justice Dholaria stated, “…since the 

present petitioner is a young journalist and 

he has begun his career and that from the 

deepest corner of his heart, the petitioner 

has tendered apology…therefore, this 

court is satisfied with the apology tendered 

by the petitioner. Under the circumstances, 

this court is of the considered opinion that 

interest of justice would be served if the 

present proceedings/FIR are quashed 

(sic).” 

The court also cautioned Patel from 

writing any such article in the future and 

stated, “The impugned FIR/proceedings 

are quashed and set aside with a caution to 

the petitioner that as and when he may 

publish an article in future, no such 

comments are used against any 

constitutional functionaries without 

verification and he shall be cautious of not 

repeating the same.” 

T 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL INFORMS 

BJP LEADER HOW SC CAN BE 

URGED TO INITIATE CONTEMPT 

AGAINST ANDHRA PRADESH CM 

BUT DECLINES CONSENT FROM 

HIS END 

aying down options before BJP 

leader Ashwini Upadhyay on 

how he can urge the Supreme 

Court to initiate Suo Motu contempt 

proceedings against Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy, Attorney 

General KK Venugopal has again declined 

consent to initiate contempt proceedings in 

the matter. 

Upadhyay had urged the AG KK 

Venugopal to grant permission to 

initiate Suo Motu contempt proceedings 

against Reddy and his principal advisor, 

AjeyaKallam for a letter written to Chief 

Justice of Inda SA Bobde containing 

allegations against Justice NV Ramana. 

The AG, on his end, has informed 

Upadhyay that the Supreme Court can be 

urged to take up the matter either by way 

of Upadhyay's pending petition concerning 

the decriminalization of politics or by 

placing information on the administrative 

side. 

As noted in the AG's letter, 

"My refusal to grant consent does not 

preclude you from bringing these facts to 

the notice of Supreme Court judges with a 

prayer for initiation of contempt 

proceedings. You may exercise this right 

by either way of information placed on the 

administrative side or by bringing it to the 

attention of the court during the hearing of 

WP (C) 699/2016 where you are already 

the petitioner in person." 

Attorney General KK Venugopal 

The AG has reiterated that the very crux of 

the contempt lies in the letter written by 

Reddy to CJI Bobde, which has been taken 

note of by the Court. 
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As such, the AG has said, 

"Given CJI is seized of the matter it would 

not be appropriate for me to grant consent 

and preclude the determination of the 

Chief Justice in the matter." 

The Attorney General has further clarified 

that contempt is a matter between the 

Court and the contemnor. No one can 

insist on the Court to initiate contempt 

proceedings, he adds. 

The AG has further stated that the letter 

written by Reddy to CJI was widely 

reported and was "not a private missive." 

Thus, there was no reason for him to 

change his mind regarding granting 

consent to initiate contempt. 

In his earlier letter to Upadhyay, AG 

Venugopal had admitted that 

"objectionable statements" were indeed 

made in the letter addressed by Reddy and 

that the "Chief Justice is well aware of the 

nature of allegations in the letter." 

The AG had further stated that the "timing 

of the letter" and its publication was itself 

"suspect", as it was done soon after a 

Supreme Court bench headed by Justice 

Ramana called for the expeditious disposal 

of cases against legislators. 

Upadhyay's letter states that the Andhra 

CM is himself an accused in at least 31 

cases concerning the Prevention of 

Corruption Act and the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act, pending before the 

Special Court situated under the 

jurisdiction of Telangana. 

"He has been granted bail and continues 

to discharge his duties as a public servant 

while these trials are on," Upadhyay 

stated. 

Referring to his plea seeking to establish 

special courts to try cases against MPs and 

MLAs, Upadhyay's letter states that the 

Supreme Court was informed by the State 

of Telangana in October that day-to-day 

trial of cases against legislators would 

commence Thus, Reddy is "directly 

affected" by this as he is also an MLA who 

face cases. 

Upadhyay further stated, 

"...if this kind precedent were allowed, 

political leaders would start making 

reckless allegations against judges who do 

not decide cases in their favor and this 

trend would soon spell the death knell of 

an independent judiciary." 

Citing the letter sent by Reddy to CJI 

Bobde wherein detailed allegations have 

been leveled against Justice NV Ramana, 

Upadhyay describes the same as 

"scurrilous" and an attempt to interfere 

with the course of his plea seeking 
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expeditious trial against legislators. The 

letter states, 

"The audacious assault by the Chief 

Minister and Kellam on the judiciary of 

the country is without precedent. The 

timing of the letter, the contents of the 

same, the rush to spill it to the public while 

the matter was pending with the Chief 

Justice and the separate Statement read 

out by Shri Kellam make it manifestly 

clear that this was done to interfere with 

the course of justice and lower the 

authority of the court." 

Urging that a contempt case be filed 

against Kellam, the letter states that the 

principal advisor "is a senior IAS officer 

and ought to know better about the 

consequences of releasing such material to 

the press". 

For these reasons, among others, 

Upadhyay had sought consent from AG 

Venugopal under Section 15(1) (b) of the 

Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 read with 

Rule 3 of the Rules to Regulate 

Proceedings for Contempt of the Supreme 

Court, 1975. 
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DELAY IN FILING GOVERNMENT 

APPEALS HAS BECOME A HABIT: 

MADRAS HIGH COURT NOTES 

WHILE CONDONING 1,069 DAYS' 

DELAY 

adras High Court recently 

deprecated the trend of 

officials filing appeals 

belatedly, even though the government has 

to bear the brunt of costs imposed for 

delay or expenses incurred for 

implementing an order adverse to them. 

The court observed while imposing Rs 

25,000 as costs to condone a delay of 

1,069 days on the part of the State's 

Education Department in filing an appeal 

(State of Tamil Nadu and Ors. v. M 

Ruby). 

The Bench of Justices N 

Kirubakaran and B 

Pugalendhi observed, 

"The trend of filing the appeal belatedly, 

nowadays, has become a habit on the part 

of the officials for the reasons best known 

to them, even though the government has 

to pay heavy costs in case the delay is 

condoned or to spend huge money by 

implementing the order passed by the 

Courts." 

In some cases, the court's order is not even 

brought to the notice of the concerned 
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authority until contempt petitions are filed 

for their implementation. As noted in its 

order, 

"Only at the eleventh hour, if the order is 

brought to the notice of the concerned 

authorities, who are required to comply 

with the same, at the stage of contempt, 

they would eventually comply with the 

order, fearing order in the contempt 

petition, even though the order requires a 

re-consideration in the appeal. It is 

learned that a few unscrupulous corrupt 

elements, in the Department itself, by 

deliberate design with the connivance of 

the litigants, get the orders implemented, 

which are required to be assailed in the 

appeal, without filing the appeal in time 

and bringing to the notice of the higher 

officials only when orders in contempt 

petitions are to be passed." 

The Benchemphasised that government 

officials should be sensitized about the 

importance of filing appeals on time and in 

following up cases before the Court. 

Reference was also made to a recent 

Supreme Court order, where the Madhya 

Pradesh Government was pulled up for a 

delay of 663 days. 

The High Court further pointed out that it 

is no longer the case that officials have to 

wait for a manual copy of the order. As 

noted in the order, 

"We are moving towards Digitalization. 

Getting an order copy manually is a day-

old day practice and the orders are being 

uploaded in the official website of this 

Court, then and there, except the cases 

relating to matrimonial matters (Family 

Court), Juvenile Justice Act, Official 

Secrets Act, Intelligence Agencies, 

Domestic violence, Sexual offenses against 

Women and Children, etc. Higher officials 

could very well verify on the website, as to 

whether any orders have been passed 

against them so that they can act 

accordingly.” 

The High Court directed that adverse 

action should be taken against officials 

who are negligent in following up on the 

Court's orders. The Bench said, 

"Whenever orders are passed, it should be 

brought to the notice of the concerned 

authority, immediately, who is supposed to 

implement the order. Any staff, who is 

negligent in bringing the orders to the 

notice of the authority, who is supposed to 

implement the order, should be dealt with 

accordingly. Then the only discipline can 

be inculcated in the minds of the staff." 

The State School Education Department 

has been directed to issue a circular 

informing that officials found negligent in 
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such matters would have to bear the 

burden of any financial loss ensues on 

account of delay.  

In the present case, the State was directed 

to recover Rs 15,000 and Rs 10,000 from 

the salaries of the District Educational 

Officers and the Chief Educational 

Officers respectively to pay up the costs 

for condoning the 1,069 days' delay in 

filing the appeal. 

The court was informed that departmental 

action had been initiated against the two 

officers as they were responsible for the 

delay. The costs so pooled was directed to 

be paid to the Aishwaryam Trust, Madurai.  

The case involved the appointment of a 

teacher to a Government school. A single 

Judge had ruled in favor of the teacher in 

2016. The State has challenged the 

appointment, pointing out that the 

appointment was made without exhausting 

appointments from surplus teachers, 

towards whose salaries the State is paying 

a sum of Rs 31.7 crore each month. 

The fact that there are concerns of 

substantial losses to the government 

exchequer involved prompted the court to 

condone the delay in filing the appeal, 

although it noted that it was not convinced 

by the reasons given for the delay. 

 

UAE relaxes Islamic laws: Drinking 

alcohol and living together without 

marriage becomes legal 

he United Arab Emirates has 

announced a major overhaul of 

the country’s Islamic personal 

laws, allowing unmarried couples to 

cohabitate, loosening alcohol restrictions, 

and criminalizing so-called “honor 

killings.” 

According to the state-run WAM news 

agency, the reforms aim to boost the 

country’s economic and social standing 

and “consolidate the UAE’s principles of 

tolerance." The government decrees 

behind the changes were outlined 

extensively in the state-linked newspaper 

The National, which did not cite its source. 

The broadening of personal freedoms 

reflects the changing profile of a country 

that has sought to bill itself as a 

Westernized destination for tourists, 

fortune-seekers, and businesses despite its 
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Islamic legal code that has previously 

triggered court cases against foreigners 

and outrage in their home countries. 

The move follows a historic U.S.-

brokered deal to normalize relations 

between the UAE and Israel, which is 

expected to bring an influx of Israeli 

tourists and investment. It also comes as 

skyscraper-studded Dubai gets ready to 

host the World Expo. The high-stakes 

event, expected to bring a flurry of 

commercial activity and some 25 million 

visitors to the country, was set for October 

but pushed back a year because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

The changes, which The National said 

would take immediate effect, also reflect 

the efforts of the Emirates’ rulers to keep 

pace with a rapidly changing society at 

home. 

“I could not be happier for these new laws 

that are progressive and proactive,” said 

Emirati filmmaker Abdallah Al Kaabi, 

whose art has tackled taboo topics like 

homosexual love and gender identity. 

“2020 has been a tough and transformative 

year for the UAE,” he added. 

Changes include scrapping penalties for 

alcohol consumption, sales, and 

possession for those 21 and 

over. Although liquor and beer are widely 

available in bars and clubs in the UAE’s 

luxuriant coastal cities, individuals needed 

a government-issued license to purchase, 

transport, or have alcohol in their homes. 

The new rule would allow Muslims who 

have been barred from obtaining licenses 

to drink alcoholic beverages freely. 

Another amendment allows for 

“cohabitation of unmarried couples,” 

which has long been a crime in the 

UAE. Authorities, especially in the more 

freewheeling financial hub of Dubai, often 

looked the other way when it came to 

foreigners, but the threat of punishment 

still lingered. Attempted suicide, 

forbidden in Islamic law, would also be 

decriminalized, The National reported. 

In a move to better “protect women’s 

rights,” the government said it would get 

rid of laws defending “honor crimes,” a 

widely criticized tribal custom in which a 

male relative may evade prosecution for 

assaulting a woman seen as dishonoring a 

family. The punishment for a crime 

committed to eradicating a woman’s 

“shame,” for promiscuity or disobeying 

religious and cultural strictures, will now 

be the same for any other kind of assault. 

In a country where expatriates outnumber 

citizens nearly nine to one, the 

amendments will permit foreigners to 

avoid Islamic Shariah courts on issues 

like marriage, divorce, and inheritance. 

The announcement said nothing of other 

behavior deemed insulting to local 

customs that have landed foreigners in jail 

in the past, such as acts of homosexuality, 
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cross-dressing, and public displays of 

affection. 

Traditional Islamic values remain strong in 

the federation of seven desert sheikhdoms. 

Even so, Annelle Sheline, a Middle East 

research fellow at the Quincy Institute for 

Responsible Statecraft, wrote on Twitter 

that the drastic changes “can happen 

without too much popular resistance 

because the population of citizens, 

especially in the main cities of Dubai and 

Abu Dhabi, is so small.” 

The roughly 1 million Emiratis in the 

UAE, a hereditarily ruled country long 

criticized for its suppression of dissent, 

closely toe the government line. Political 

parties and labor unions remain illegal. 

 

12.11.2020 

NCLT DIRECTS ARCELORMITTAL 

TO PAY RS 1,300 CR FOR USE OF 

SLURRY PIPELINE 

Rcelor Mittal, which won Essar 

Steel after going through a 

spate of litigations and some 

865 days, was on Tuesday asked by the 

Ahmedabad Bench of the National 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) to pay Rs 

1,300 crore to Odisha Slurry Pipeline 

Infrastructure (OSPIL) for using its assets. 

In its 322-page order, the tribunal said the 

charges for the use of slurry pipeline for 

running Essar Steel as a going concern 

were corporate insolvency resolution 

process (CIRP) costs. The NCLT was 

hearing an application moved by Srei 

Infrastructure Finance, a financial creditor 

of OSPIL. 

The additional cost comes 11 months after 

the joint acquisition of Essar Steel by 

ArcelorMittal and Nippon Steel in a Rs 

42,000-crore deal. The new entity was 

renamed AM/NS India. The resolution 

became one of the biggest success stories 

under IBC as secured financial creditors 

recovered 90 percent dues. But the latest 

directive opens yet another chapter in the 

process. ArcelorMittal has been asked to 

pay by December 15, failing which the 

NCLT can pass a liquidation order against 

Essar Steel. 

AM/NS India declined to comment on the 

order, but it is expected that the order 

would be challenged. 

“Consequent to Essar's resolution, the 

successful resolution applicant ought to 

have paid the same in terms of its 

approved resolution plan. If the payments 
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were made, OSPIL would have serviced its 

debts and there would have been no 

occasion for it to be taken for insolvency. 

Our stance has been vindicated by NCLT 

Ahmedabad,” a spokesperson from Srei 

said. 

OSPIL owns and operates the 253-km 

slurry pipeline, connecting AM/NS India’s 

iron ore beneficiation plant in Dabuna with 

the 12-million tonne pellet plant in 

Paradip. It is a critical asset for the steel 

plant and was leased to Essar. This 

arrangement with OSPIL was captured in 

the right to use agreement. Incidentally, 

OSPIL’s shareholding was such that India 

Growth Opportunities Fund, a scheme of 

Srei Multiple Asset Investment Trust, had 

a 69 percent equity while the balance was 

with Essar Steel. 

However, OSPIL landed up in NCLT, as it 

defaulted on payment to lenders. 

ArcelorMittal submitted a Rs 2,359 crore 

resolution plan, which was approved by 

the Cuttack Bench of the NCLT earlier this 

year, even as Srei Infra had challenged it 

in the National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT). A decision is pending. 

Rishav Banerjee, one of the counsels 

appearing for Srei Infra, said: “We have 

witnessed several instances where a 

corporate debtor committed default and 

was taken into insolvency because the 

corporate debtor couldn’t recover its dues 

from its creditors. OSPIL was one such 

case. This judgment will serve as a 

precedent on the issue of CIRP cost, the 

consequences for not paying CIRP cost, 

and on the issue as to who can approach 

the adjudicating authority if a resolution 

plan is contravened.” 

The right to usage charges calculated by 

Srei amounts to Rs 1,300 crore. The NCLT 

held that ArcelorMittal — the resolution 

applicant for Essar Steel — had 

contravened the provisions of the approved 

resolution plan by not making payment of 

CIRP costs that had been provided in the 

resolution plan and approved by the 

adjudicating authority. 

Earlier, ArcelorMittal had to part with an 

additional Rs 7,469 crore for defaulting 

companies – Uttam Galva Steels and KSS 

Petron – to become eligible for the Essar 

bid. 

TIMELINE: 

August 2017: Essar Steel admitted to 

NCLT 

December 2019: ArcelorMittal and Nippon 

Steel complete acquisition of Essar Steel 

March 2020: NCLT Cuttack Bench 

approves ArcelorMittal’s resolution plan 

for OSPIL 
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November 2020: NLCT Ahmedabad 

directs RTU charges to be paid to OSPIL 

by ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel. 

 

ECONOMICS NEWS 

09.11.2020 

Fifteenth Finance Commission 

recommends a 41% cut of central tax 

revenue go to states 

mid the tug of war between the 

central and state governments 

for more resources, the 

Fifteenth Finance Commission (FFC) 

chaired by NK Singh is learned to have 

recommended that states get 41% of 

central tax revenues, the same level that it 

proposed in its interim report for 2020-21 

a year ago. 

Among other parameters, it has considered 

a new 12.5% weightage for "demographic 

performance" while fixing the devolution 

formula. 

The recommendation is just a percentage 

point short of the 42% level suggested by 

the 14th Finance Commission. The snip 

reflects the change in the status of Jammu 

and Kashmir from state to union territory. 

While the total share of central tax 

revenues for states remains more or less at 

the same level, several states, especially 

the southern ones, would likely see their 

share of the pie shrinking. The commission 

would submit its report to the government 

on Monday. 

ET has learned that the FFC has also 

recommended setting up of a non-lapsable 

Modernisation of Defence and Internal 

Security Fund (MDISF), to be called 

Rashtriya Suraksha Naivedyam Kosh. 

During 2021-26, the fund is estimated to 

add up to around Rs 2.4 lakh crore, Rs 1.5 

lakh crore of which would be directly 

transferred from the Consolidated Fund of 

India (CFI) and the rest raised through the 

sale of defense land and defense public-

sector enterprises. The fund would, 

however, have an annual cap of Rs 50,000 

crore. It means if such sales bring more 

resources than the threshold in any year, it 

would go to the CFI. 

The MDISF should be specifically used 

for capital investment for defense, 

paramilitary, and state police forces. The 

defense would have exclusive rights over 

the fund which would be operated by a 

panel headed by the cabinet secretary with 

the secretaries of defense, home, 
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expenditure, and the chief of defense staff 

as members. 

The FFC is learned to have recommended 

that state governments keep aside at least 

8% of their 2021-22 budget for building 

healthcare capacities. 

 

INDIA ORGANISED ‘NAMASTE 

TRUMP’ BUT AMERICANS SAID 

‘BYE’ TO HIM: SENA 

hiv Sena compared the US 

Presidential Election current 

scenario with Bihar Assembly 

Elections. He said that it would be good if 

India leaned something from Donald 

Trump’s defeat in the US. 

 

Shiv Sena said, “President Trump never 

deserved the position of head of the state. 

The American public rectified the mistake 

made about the same Trump in just four 

years. He could not fulfill even a single 

promise. If we can learn anything from 

Trump's defeat, it would be good." 

Sena further claimed that the power 

change in the United States is going to be 

repeated in Bihar when the results of State 

Assembly elections are declared on 

November 10. 

“In the Bihar assembly elections, the 

National Democratic Alliance led by 

Nitish Kumar is losing. There is no 

alternative in the country and the state 

except us- people have to do the work of 

removing the leaders from this illusion. He 

further added, calling Trump’s allegations 

of election fraud is “ridiculous”. He said. 

He also spoke about the nice and cozy 

welcome Trump had been given in India 

and said “It is not our culture to stand with 

the wrong man but it is still being done” he 

stated. 

Kamala Harris, who is of Indian origin, 

has been elected as the Vice President of 

the US now, however, Trump condemned 

her achievement, didn’t respect her and 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the 

BJP have been the individuals who 

supported such an individual, Shiv Sena 

added. 
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India organized ‘Namaste Trump’ however 

the wise individuals of America have 

corrected their very own mistake by saying 

‘Bye Bye’ to Trump, he stated. Similarly, 

Shiv Sena also stated that leaders like 

Modi, Nitish Kumar could not stand at the 

entrance of the younger Tejashwi Yadav. 

10.11.2020 

The tax department cannot block the 

import-export code (IEC): Bombay 

High Court 

umbai: The Goods and 

Services Tax Department 

(GST) blocking the import-

export code (IEC)—a 10 digit 

identification number similar to a license 

for exporting— is illegal and invalid a 

Bombay High Court ruled. 

The court was hearing a matter where the 

indirect tax department after investigations 

found that an exporter was using the fake 

input tax credit to set off GST liabilities. 

Input tax credits are essentially part of the 

tax paid by a company that can be used to 

set off future tax liability. 

The tax department alleged that the 

exporter was intending to get the ineligible 

return and trying to “defraud” the 

government. Following this, the tax 

department attached the bank account and 

blocked the IEC code. 

 

The exporter had then approached the 

court in the matter. The court ruled that 

suspension and cancellation of IEC can 

only be done under the FTDR Act 

(Foreign Trade (Development and 

Regulation) by the DGFT or an officer of 

DGFT a report by Asire Consulting said. 

The tax department meanwhile has found 

several discrepancies in input tax credit. 

The tax department is keen to stop the fake 

input tax credit usage as it directly impacts 

the revenue of the government. 

ET had on November 4 reported that the 

tax department has started blocking input 

tax credit of many companies suspecting 

that they were fraudulently availing it 

either by creating a fake trail of shell 

companies or through fake invoices. 

The tax department has triggered a 

particular section— section 86A — to 

block the credit for a year under the Goods 

and Services Tax (GST) framework. Input 

tax credits are essentially part of the tax 

paid by a company that can be used to set 

off future tax liability. 

People in the know say that the tax 

department’s investigations revealed that 

several companies were manipulating the 

input tax credit mechanism. 

Blocking of the tax credits comes after the 

revenue department started arresting 

promoters for allegedly claiming tax 

credits through fake invoices and escaping 
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GST. The dispute over the taxman’s power 

to arrest promoters of companies and 

attach their bank accounts over suspected 

evasion of goods and services tax was 

challenged in courts. 

Experts however opine that there are 

several instances where individuals and 

companies are using the GST system to 

manipulate and benefit. Like in a recent 

case, a 25-year-old student of chartered 

accountancy (CA) was arrested by the tax 

officials for committing fraud to the tune 

of Rs 50.24 crore through input tax credit 

manipulation, TOI reported on October 22. 

 

WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER 

MAMATA BANERJEE PAYS 

TRIBUTE TO THE VICTIMS OF 

POLITICAL VIOLENCE 

n the occasion of the 13th 

''Nandigram Dibas'' on Tuesday 

(09.11.2020), West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 

remembered all those who have lost their 

lives in political violence across the world.  

 

 

The chief minister described the killings at 

Nandigram in Purba Medinipur district as 

a "barbaric massacre in the name of the 

new dawn."  

"Today is Nandigram Dibas - the 13th 

anniversary of the barbaric massacre in the 

name of the new dawn. My homage to all 

those who have lost their lives due to 

political violence across the world. Peace 

must always win." She tweeted.  

In January 2007, farmers in Nandigram 

had erupted in a protest led by Banerjee''s 

Trinamool Congress (TMC) against a 

special economic zone (SEZ) proposed by 

the Left Front government.  

Fourteen persons were killed in police 

firing on demonstrators against land 

acquisition at Nandigram on March 14, 

2007. On this day in 2007, several persons 

were killed in clashes. 

The anti-land acquisition movement had 

launched the firebrand Trinamool 

Congress authority to power in West 

Bengal. The TMC went on to win 19 seats 

in the 2009 Lok Sabha elections and 
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wrested power from the Left Front in the 

state in 2011 Assembly elections.  

Since 2012, the TMC observes the day as 

"Nandigram Divas" every year.  

The TMC also observes March 14, which 

witnessed the killing of 14 farmers at 

Nandigram, as ''Krishak Divas'' each year.  

11.11.2020 

Center releases Rs 6,195 crore to states 

as revenue deficit grants 

he government released Rs 6,195 

crore as the eight equated 

monthly installment of post-

devolution revenue deficit grants to 14 

states on Tuesday. 

“Based on the 15th Finance Commission 

interim recommendations, the Govt has 

released Rs 6,195.08 crore to 14 states on 

account of the eighth equated monthly 

installment of Post Devolution Revenue 

Deficit Grant,” finance minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman’s office said in an update via 

Twitter. 

The 14 states included Andhra Pradesh, 

Assam, Himachal Pradesh (HP), Kerala, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 

Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 

Uttarakhand, and West Bengal. 

 

Kerala received the highest amount of this 

batch of grants at Rs 1,277 crore followed 

by Rs 952 crore to HP and Rs 638 crore to 

Punjab. 

Apart from the states’ share in the divisible 

pool of taxes collected by the Centre, the 

Finance Commission as part of its interim 

report for the current fiscal had provided a 

mechanism for the compensation of states 

for revenue losses incurred called post-

devolution revenue deficit grants. 

The latest grant comes after the finance 

ministry recently released Rs 6,000 crore 

to 16 states and three Union Territories as 

part of the second tranche of the special 

window for goods and services tax (GST) 

compensation shortfall. 

Both the Centre and states have been 

facing an acute revenue shortage on 

account of the pandemic and the 

lockdown. The tussle for funds between 

the two tiers of government came to a head 

recently in recent months on the issue of 

GST compensation shortfall. 

 

It was only in October that GST 

collections crossed the Rs 1 lakh mark, 

indicating revival inactivity after the gross 

domestic product growth plunged by 

23.9% in the first quarter of this fiscal. 

 

As per official data available till 

September, the Centre’s shortfall in gross 
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tax revenue stood at Rs 1.98 lakh crore 

against last year’s figures. 

 

 

 

11.11.2020 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR SEEKS 

CENTRE’S HELP TO EXPLOIT 

FULL ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF 

PASHMINA PRODUCED IN 

LADAKH 

adakh Lt Governor R K Mathur 

has sought the Centre's help to 

exploit the full economic 

potential of Pashmina produced in the 

Union Territory.  

 

Mathur raised the issue during a meeting 

with Union Minister of Road Transport 

and Highways and Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSME) Nitin 

Gadkari in New Delhi, an official 

spokesman said on Wednesday 

(11.11.2020) 

Mathur met Gadkari on Tuesday 

(10.11.2020) to discuss developmental 

projects in Ladakh, the spokesman said.  

He stressed the need to support the 

promotion of Pashmina as a means of rural 

livelihood and a revenue-generating 

avenue for youth, the spokesman said.  

Mathur also thanked the Minister for 

sanctioning and launching the work on the 

Zojila tunnel, which after completion 

would provide a road for all weather 

conditions between Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Currently, the 434-km long Srinagar-Leh 

national highway usually remains closed 

for four to five months in a year owing to 

heavy snowfall at Zojilla Pass. 

The spokesman said the Minister assured 

that the Mozilla tunnel project would be 

completed in a few years.  

"Other issues of road connectivity 

including national highways and internal 

roads in Ladakh, need for additional 

tunnels, assistance to local MSMEs were 
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also discussed at length," the spokesman 

said.  

12.11.2020 

Defending Modi’s reforms record: 

Chidambaram shifted the goalpost from 

growth delivered by a PM to growth in 

his tenure 

conomist Paul Streeten famously 

said that whereas academics 

make progress by sharpening 

questions they ask, politicians do so by 

obfuscating them. My column last month 

had asked a clear question: Did the 

reforms by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

place him in the same league as PMs 

Narasimha Rao and Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

and ahead of PM Manmohan Singh? 

Answering this question required 

comparing reform records of the PMs, 

which is what I did. I answered the 

question in the affirmative. 

True to his trade, distinguished politician 

and lawyer P Chidambaram has taken 

issue with my conclusion, not by offering 

evidence to the contrary but by changing 

the question. He asks which PM delivered 

most growth and concludes, “By that 

unquestionable standard, the ‘boom years’ 

under Dr. Manmohan Singh make Dr. 

Singh the reformer par excellence. Let Mr. 

Modi deliver growth before he can aspire 

to a place among the pantheon of 

economic reformers.” 

Because the question “who delivered most 

reforms” is different from “who delivered 

most growth,” nothing Chidambaram has 

said changes my mind. He will need to 

offer a lot more evidence of reforms by 

Singh to change my mind. 

Nonetheless, let me dissect more carefully 

the question on which Chidambaram 

prefers to focus: Who delivered the most 

growth? The first point to note is how 

much growth “took place” during the 

tenure of a PM and how much growth he 

“delivered” are two distinct questions. As 

best as I can tell, Chidambaram considers 

these as the same question. Hence his 

conclusion: Singh “delivered” the most 

growth. 

For a moment, let us play by his rule and 

treat the growth delivered by a PM as 

synonymous with that taking place during 

his tenure. By this metric, Singh delivered 

7.7% growth over ten years, Modi 6.8% 

over six years, Vajpayee 5.9% over six 

years, and Rao 5.1% over five years. The 

obfuscation of the question thus does make 

Singh the best performing PM, as claimed 

by Chidambaram. But it also makes Rao 

the worst-performing PM. 

If we additionally accept the growth during 

a PM’s tenure as the indicator of his 

reformist credentials, as Chidambaram 

would have us do, Rao would become the 

first PM to lose his place in the pantheon 
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of reformist PMs 

This would, of course, be an absurdity of 

the highest order. Growth during Rao’s 

tenure was low not because he was not 

reformist – quite the contrary, he is the 

father of India’s economic reforms – but 

from the crisis, he had inherited. The 

growth rate during his first year was just 

1.1%. 

But he did not “deliver” this growth in any 

meaningful sense. Instead, he inherited it 

from his predecessors who had brought the 

economy to the doorstep of a balance-of-

payments crisis in 1991 by running large 

fiscal deficits on the back of large external 

borrowing relative to export earnings. In 

contrast, Rao himself handed his successor 

a financially sound economy that had 

grown 7.6% during his last year. 

 

Turn next to Singh whom Chidambaram 

considers “the reformer par excellence.” 

When Vajpayee lost the 2004 election, he 

bequeathed to Singh an economy that had 

grown 7.9% in 2003-04. This growth had 

been the result of sustained reforms, 

especially during the last four years of his 

tenure. The question one must ask is 

exactly what reforms did Singh does to 

“deliver” 7.9% growth in 2004-05 and 

even higher rates in the following four 

years? 

 

During a public debate with an erstwhile 

colleague of Chidambaram, I asked him to 

name three major reforms to which the 

high growth during the Singh era could be 

attributed. Unsurprisingly, no answer was 

forthcoming. Chidambaram has likewise 

chosen to sidestep this critical question, 

resting his claim of Singh as the top 

reformer on the growth rate during his 

tenure. 

 

To his credit, despite pressures from 

within the Congress and left parties in the 

coalition, Singh did not allow the reforms 

of predecessor governments to be reversed 

during his first term. That helped preserve 

the growth momentum he had inherited. 

But sadly, Singh was unable to resist those 

pressures in his second term. Numerous 

policy mistakes including retrospective 

taxation weakened fiscal discipline, 

repeated interest rate hikes, Land 

Acquisition Act of 2013, irresponsible 

lending by public sector banks, and 

blocking of environmental clearances 

followed. Those mistakes created a crisis-

like situation in the summer of 2013, 

leading the Economist magazine to 

conclude in a story, “It is widely agreed 

the country is in its worst economic bind 

since 1991.” Singh bequeathed a much-

weakened economy to his successor. 
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Looking to the future, because of the 

reforms already in place, the post-Covid-

19 decade, whenever it begins, will see 

India grow at an average rate nearing 8%. 

Therefore, whichever party or coalition 

comes to power in 2024 will get to preside 

over a rapidly transforming India as long 

as it does not reverse any of the reforms. If 

it carries them further, it will do even 

better. 

 

 

PUNJAB FARMERS TO OBSERVE 

‘KALI DIWALI’ IN PROTEST 

AGAINST AGRICULTURAL LAWS 

he Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh 

Committee announced that 

farmers of Punjab will celebrate 

Kali Diwali in protest against Central 

Government’s Agricultural laws. 

 

On November 11, the members of the 

Committee put up posters and black flags 

on passenger buses at the Inter-State 

terminal in Amritsar to celebrate Kali 

Diwali. 

“We are observing Black Diwali this year 

in Punjab against the Centre’s Black 

laws,” said a protestor. 

Saravan Singh Pandher, the General 

Secretary of the Committee has appealed 

to the people of State to Cooperate with 

them in fighting against the Policies of the 

Central Government. 

The Committee said that the effigies of the 

Central Government and Corporate Houses 

will be burnt on November 14.11.2020 and 

the Rail Roko Movement has been 

extended till November 21.11.2020. 

The Committee has also decided that the 

Peasant Groups will not join the protestors 

on the rail tracks and platforms or made to 

be seated separately at a place outside the 

station. 
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BANKING AND FINANCE NEWS 

09.11.2020 

“Bank of Maharashtra cuts repo-linked 

lending rate by 15 bps” 

 

ith this downward revision 

in RLLR, home loan rates 

start at 6.95 percent (0.05 

percent concession to the woman and 

defense personal), car loan rates start at 

7.55 percent, and gold loan rates at 7.35 

percent, the bank said. 

State-owned Bank of Maharashtra has 

reduced its repo linked lending rate 

(RLLR) by 15 basis points to 6.90 percent. 

The lender’s retail and MSME loans are 

linked to RLLR. The new rates are 

effective from November 7. 

Reduction in RLLR makes our home loan, 

car loan, gold loan, education loan, 

personal loan along with MSME loans 

more attractive and affordable, bank’s 

executive director Hemant Tamta said in a 

release. 

Earlier ahead of the festive season, the 

bank had also announced a processing fee 

waiver on home, car, and gold loans. 

With this downward revision in RLLR, 

home loan rates start at 6.95 percent (0.05 

percent concession to the woman and 

defense personal), car loan rates start at 

7.55 percent, and gold loan rates at 7.35 

percent, the bank said. 

Bank of Baroda also reduced its RLLR by 

15 basis points (bps) to 6.85 percent from 

November 1. 

“Closely monitoring inventory, asking 

builders to start selling as demand gains 

traction”: PNB Housing 

 

s of September 30, 2020, the 

company's assets under 

management (AUM) stood at 

Rs 81,221 crore, with retail AUM at 82 

percent and corporate at 18 percent. 

W 

A 

https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/bank-of-maharashtra-stock-price/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/bank-of-baroda-stock-price/


 

32 
 

With economic activity gradually 

improving post lockdown, PNB Housing 

Finance is closely monitoring the 

inventory levels of builders and asking 

them to start selling as demand for home 

loans is nearly getting back to normal, its 

MD and CEO Hardayal Prasad said. 

“Economic activity is still at a low ebb, but 

it has started picking up. The economic 

activity in certain areas is returning to pre-

Covid days, I would say. When we talk to 

the builders and our sales team and people 

who are on the ground, who go and talk to 

the consumers and prospective borrowers, 

there are green shoots that we are seeing 

everywhere,” Prasad told PTI in an 

interview. 

“The kind of inquiries that we used to get 

at one point of time, we are already almost 

at about 80-85 percent of the pre-Covid 

level,” he added. 

Besides, many builders are coming up with 

attractive offers like free parking, other 

incentives, and even zero stamp duty in 

some states. 

 “Abundant Caution: PSU banks make 

chunky provisions for a rainy day” 

 

espite little clarity on asset 

quality, analysts are by and 

large satisfied with the kind of 

provisioning. “There are some grey areas, 

but banks have made provisions and 

investors will be willing to forgive them,” 

an analyst with a foreign brokerage said. 

   Apprehensive of loan losses due to the 

disruption to the economy, public-sector 

banks (PSBs) provided more aggressively 

in Q2FY21 than their private-sector peers. 

While 11 PSBs together set aside 72% of 

their operating profits for the quarter, a 

clutch of 20 private banks put away 

43.5%, according to data from Capitaline. 

Most PSBs reported a fall in provisions on 

a year-on-year (y-o-y) basis for the 

September quarter. 

Despite little clarity on asset quality, 

analysts are by and large satisfied with the 

kind of provisioning. “There are some grey 

areas, but banks have made provisions and 

investors will be willing to forgive them,” 

an analyst with a foreign brokerage said. 
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Credit Suisse wrote that adjusting for the 

Supreme Court order, bad loans across 

banks would have remained largely stable, 

adding “…however, we do expect to see 

slippages rise in H2. Banks, however, over 

the past three quarters have raised 

provisioning levels, with NPL cover at 75-

85% and buffer provisions on standard 

assets at 1-2% of loans”. The brokerage 

expects credit costs to be closer to 

normalized levels by FY22. 

10.11.2020 

“Rajeev Misra, three others resign as 

SoftBank internal board directors” 

 

hese initiatives are aimed at 

increasing the proportion of 

external board directors on the 

board, and separating the management 

decision-making function from the 

business execution function to clarify the 

persons responsible for business execution, 

the group said in a statement. 

   SoftBank Group Corp on Monday 

announced changes to its board of 

directors and appointment of corporate 

officers. 

As part of corporate restructuring, four of 

SoftBank’s internal board directors — 

executive vice president and chief 

operating officer Marcelo Claure, 

executive vice president and chief strategy 

officer Katsunori Sago, executive vice 

president Rajeev Misra, and the governor 

and board member of the Public 

Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia Yasir O 

Al-Rumayyan, have resigned from the 

board. 

“These initiatives are aimed at increasing 

the proportion of external board directors 

on the board, and separating the 

management decision-making function 

from the business execution function to 

clarify the persons responsible for business 

execution, the group said in a statement. 

11.11.2020 

“40% of EMI debit requests continue to 

bounce in October despite 

banks’ optimism” 
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anks continue to insist, though, 

that the pick-up in collections is 

going to be sustainable. State 

Bank of India, which last week said that its 

collection efficiency stood at 97.5%, 

expects this level to hold. 

The share of unsuccessful auto-debit 

requests remained high at 40% in October 

even as banks and non-bank lenders said 

their collections had started to bounce back 

to close to pre-Covid levels. Data released 

by the National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) from its National Automated 

Clearing House (NACH) platform also 

showed that of the 84.83 million debit 

requests for Rs 79,022 crore worth of 

payments made on October, 34 million 

requests for Rs 25,498 crore were 

declined. In other words, the bounce rate 

in value terms stood at 32.27%, worse than 

31.72% a month ago. 

After their September quarter results, most 

major banks and non-banking financial 

companies (NBFCs) have said that their 

collection efficiencies have returned to 

between 85-97%. The bounce rates on 

auto-debit transactions do not bear this out 

and some analysts, too, have been 

skeptical about the lenders’ commentary. 

Some believe the improvement in 

collections may be a short-lived 

phenomenon. One of the explanations 

could be that borrowers who had 

accumulated some liquidity during the 

moratorium period made repayments after 

it ended. Any such liquidity is likely to run 

out in a matter of months unless cash 

flows improve. 

 “Gold loans likely to shoot up this 

fiscal; check how much gold does 

India’s top 3 gold loan NBFCs have” 

 

he outstanding organized gold 

loan is expected to grow to Rs 4 

lakh crore in FY21 from Rs 3.4 

lakh crore in FY 2020. 

The gold loan market in India can 

skyrocket due to improved technology in 

the current fiscal year 2020-21. The 

outstanding organized gold loan is 

expected to grow to Rs 4 lakh crore in 

FY21 from Rs 3.4 lakh crore in FY 2020, 

said a report by the World Gold Council. 

Demand for gold loans, both through 

banks and non-banking financial 

companies (NBFC) has grown in response 

to the economic impact of the COVID-19 
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pandemic, the report added. Gold loan 

NBFCs have gained competitive strength 

in their fast gold loan processing and 

auctioning off gold jewelry which has not 

been reclaimed by consumers. 

The research report showed that the gold 

jewelry kept as collateral against gold loan 

by the top three gold loan NBFCs —

 Muthoot Finance, Muthoot Fincorp, 

and Manappuram Finance — totaled 298.8 

tonnes at end of the last fiscal year. The 

combined gold holdings of these three 

NBFCs would rank in the top 20 gold 

reserves of central banks and supranational 

organizations, it added. Together with the 

gold jewelry kept as collateral, the 

outstanding gold loan NBFCs value have 

increased exponentially in the last decade 

from just Rs 11,530 crore in FY10 to Rs 

76,000 crore in FY20, at a CAGR of 

impressive 20.8 percent.  

12.11.2020 

“IBA agrees to 15% annual wage hike 

for bank staff” 

 

unil Mehta, chief executive, 

IBA, said, a detailed bipartite 

settlement and joint note were 

signed with UFBU, which represents four 

workmen unions and four officers’ 

associations and also Bank 

KarmachariSenaMahasangh (BKSM), who 

were parties to the agreement. 

The Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) on 

Wednesday settled with bank employee 

unions and agreed to a 15% annual wage 

hike, effective November 1, 2017. 

The settlement marks the conclusion of a 

long-drawn series of negotiations between 

the association and United Forum of Bank 

Unions (UFBU) and could result in a 

yearly outgo of Rs 7,898 crore for banks. 

Sunil Mehta, chief executive, IBA, said, 

“The agreement reached today provides 

for a 15% increase in the payslip. To 

inculcate a sense of competition and also 

to reward the performance, the concept of 

performance-linked pay has been 

introduced.” 

He added that a detailed bipartite 

settlement and joint note were signed with 

UFBU, which represents four workmen 

unions and four officers’ associations, and 

also Bank KarmachariSenaMahasangh 

(BKSM), who were parties to the 

agreement. 
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 “Banks persuading corporates to not 

recast debts”: SBI report 

 

owever, sectors such as micro, 

small and medium enterprises 

(MSMEs) and agriculture 

might continue to see stress for some time 

and require monitoring and handholding. 

  Banks may be dissuading their corporate 

borrowers from restructuring their loans 

and that could result in the quantum of 

debt recast being much lower than 

anticipated earlier, State Bank of India’s 

(SBI) research team said in a report on 

Wednesday. The quantum of corporate 

debt restructuring could stand at Rs 1 lakh 

crore, as against Rs 7 lakh crore envisaged 

earlier, the report said. It also made a case 

for revisiting the Reserve Bank of India’s 

(RBI) methods of stress 

testing. 

“We believe, in this scenario what is 

currently happening is that banks have 

been largely able to convince the 

corporates not to go for a restructuring 

given the negative externalities,” the report 

said, adding, “In terms of numbers, 

assuming 15%-20% of the corporates had 

opted for the moratorium, based on our 

earlier analysis, the restructuring amount 

originally envisaged was up to Rs 7 lakh 

crore. We estimate based on our feedback 

and granular data analysis that only around 

15-20% of the companies, from the said 

amount, may request for a debt 

restructuring which by most pessimistic 

estimates could be a maximum up to Rs 1 

lakh crore.” 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

It is time for Trump to concede: Obama 

t's time for US President Donald 

Trump to concede to President-elect 

Joe Biden, as there is no  

scenario to reverse the outcome of the 

election, his predecessor Barack Obama 

has said. 

 

 

Trump, who is refusing to concede, has 

232 electoral college votes. He has 

challenged the election results in various 
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states including Pennsylvania, Nevada, 

Michigan, Georgia and Arizona. He had 

demanded a recount in Wisconsin. 

 In all these states, he alleged there were 

massive voters' fraud and electoral 

malpractice. 

Biden has 306 of the 538 electoral college 

votes, well above the halfway mark of 270. 

“Absolutely,” Obama told 60 Minutes of 

the CBNS News in an interview aired 

Sunday when asked if in his view, it is 

time for Trump to concede. 

“Well, I mean, I think it was time for him 

to concede probably-- the day after the 

election-- or at the latest, two days after 

the election. When you look at the 

numbers objectively, Joe Biden will have 

won handily.  

There is no scenario in which any of those 

states would turn the other way, and 

certainly not enough to reverse the 

outcome of the election,” Obama said. 

 More than the courtesy of a concession, 

the Trump White House is declining to 

free up the usual funds and facilities for 

the incoming administration. President-

elect Biden is not receiving secret national 

security briefings as Trump did when he 

was president-elect, Obama alleged. 

 

I'm more troubled by the fact that other 

Republican officials who clearly know 

better are going along with this, are 

humouring him in this fashion. It is one 

more step in delegitimising not just the 

incoming Biden administration, but 

democracy generally. And that's a 

dangerous path,” he said. 

“We would never accept that out of our 

own kids behaving that way if they lost, 

right? I mean, if my daughters, in any 

kinda competition, pouted and then 

accused the other side of cheating when 

they lost, when there was no evidence of it, 

we'd scold 'em. I think that there has been 

this sense over the last several years that 

literally anything goes and is justified in 

order to get power,” he said. 

“And that's not unique to the United 

States. There are strong men and dictators 

around the world who think that, 'I can do 

anything to stay in power. I can kill 

people. I can throw them in jail. I can run 

phony elections. I can suppress journalists.' 

But that's not who we're supposed to be. 

And one of the signals I think that Joe 

Biden needs to send to the world is that, 

'No, those values that we preached, and we 

believed in, and subscribed in-- we still 

believe'," said the former president. 

Obama hoped that the new president can 

set a new tone. 

 

“That's not gonna solve all the gridlock in 

Washington. I think we're gonna have to 

work with the media and with the tech 
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companies to find ways to inform the 

public better about the issues and to-- 

bolster the standards that ensure we can 

separate truth from fiction. I think that we 

have to work at a local level,” he said 

.Observing that there are a set of traditions 

that US has followed in the peaceful 

transfer of power, Obama said that the 

outgoing president congratulates the 

incoming president, instructs the 

government and the agencies to cooperate 

with the new government coming in. 

“You invite the president-elect to the Oval 

Office And then on inauguration day, the 

president invites the president-elect to the 

White House and there's a small reception. 

And then you drive to the inauguration 

site, and the outgoing president sits there 

and is part of the audience as the new 

president is sworn in,” he said. 

“And at that point, the outgoing president 

is a citizen like everybody else and owes 

the new president the chance to do their 

best on behalf of the American people. 

Whether Donald Trump will do the same 

thing we'll have to see. So far, that's not 

been his approach. But you know hope 

springs eternal. There's a promised land 

out there somewhere,” Obama said 

 

 

 

Belgian racing pigeon fetches record 

price of $1.9 million 

n unidentified Chinese buyer 

on Sunday paid a world record 

1.6 million euros ($1.9 million) 

for a  

female homing pigeon called New Kim, 

online auctioneers Pigeon Paradise (PIPA) 

said. 

The sale beat the 1.25 million euros paid 

for male pigeon Armando last year, 

according to PIPA. 

New Kim won the 2018 crown as "Ace 

Pigeon Grand National Middle Distance" 

in competitions held at Châteauroux and 

Argenton-sur-Creuse in France. 

Top European birds have won global fame 

in recent years and particularly in China 

where pigeon racing can generate huge 

winnings. 

New Kim, a well-bred two-ear-old from a 

renowned Antwerp loft, was put up for 

auction at just 200 euros. 

"I believe it's a world record, there has 

never been an officially documented sale 

at such a price," PIPA chairman 

NikolaasGyselbrecht said. 

"I didn't think we could reach that 

amount." 

The buyer, who was not named, "will 

probably want to breed her", he added. 

New Kim won the 2018 crown as "Ace 

Pigeon Grand National Middle Distance"  
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in competitions held at Châteauroux and 

Argenton-sur-Creuse in France. 

 

Top European birds have won global fame 

in recent years and particularly in China 

where pigeon racing can generate huge 

winnings.Wealthy buyers from the Gulf 

and Asia have forced up prices for 

champion birds for their instinctive ability 

to fly as many as hundreds of kilometres 

(miles) and still find their way back home. 

 

Pigeon fancying is rooted in Belgian and 

Dutch life with the tradition spreading over 

to northern France. 

The sport had been considered in decline 

until auctions started showing serious 

prices for potential champions and proven 

winners. 

Gyselbrecht said that Belgium alone 

counts 20,000 breeders for racing birds 

destined to take part in major 

competitions. 

 

New Kim was trained by father and son 

Gaston and Kurt Van De Wouwer at their 

world-class loft in Berlaar, near Antwerp. 

They sold their entire "collection" of 

pigeons on Sunday. 

 

Biden is expected to change US policies 

towards the Palestinians and Israel 

oeBiden's election victory over 

Donald Trump was greeted with a 

sigh of relief in many parts of the 

world and is believed that it  

will refocus US policy towards the Middle 

East, while possibly reversing Trump's 

damage done in the region. 

 

During his term of office, President Trump 

deprived the Palestinian Authority (PA) of 

financial aid amounting to about half-a-

billion USD annually, exercising pressure 

on it to accept his two-state solution to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which gave 

only 70 per cent of the West Bank to a 

Palestinian entity and a negligible part on 

the outskirts of Jerusalem. Furthermore, he 

successfully isolated the Palestinians from 

some of their rich Arab allies, who in the 

past offered millions of dollars to the PA 

.

 

 

President Trump wanted aid to be given 

only to "friends" and adopted a policy of 

total support for Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu's positions possibly 

because he wished to please the 

Evangelists in the US, who are a key part 
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of his voter base. He allowed Netanyahu to 

annex more Palestinian and Arab Land, 

while he exercised pressure on Arab states 

to normalise their relations with Israel. In 

this respect, he scored successes, as the 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have 

established diplomatic relations with 

Israel, and Sudan agreed to normalise 

relations after the US removed the country 

from the list of state sponsors of terrorism. 

Donald Trump portrayed himself as the 

most pro-Israel US president in history, 

while in fact, he was great for Israeli Prime 

Minister Netanyahu and not so great for 

Israel, as he did nothing to resolve the 

Israel-Palestine conflict. 

 

There are fears that Netanyahu will try to 

exploit the final weeks of Trump's stay in 

the White House to increase sharply the 

construction of Israeli settlements on 

Palestinian lands. The Haaretz newspaper 

reported that Jerusalem is expediting 

approval of construction in the eastern part 

of the city in anticipation of the incoming 

Joe Biden administration. Apparently, they 

fear that Biden may freeze construction 

over the border that separates eastern 

Jerusalem and the West Bank from Israel 

proper. 

 

Hugh Lovatt, an expert on the Middle East 

at the European Council on Foreign 

Relations, says that it is unlikely that there 

will be "a full return to the status quo ante 

in terms of reversing Trump's decision to 

recognise Israeli sovereignty over 

Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. Biden 

may also be limited by a US Congress that 

wields considerable power on this file." 

Israeli journalist Noa Landau says: "It will 

be very hard to paint Biden as a "hater of 

Israel"...Precisely because Biden is a 

classic middle-of-the-road politician who 

was elected to return to the United States 

the statesmanship and calm it has lost, his 

positions on Israel have also not strayed 

far from this comfort zone. Except for the 

fact the Israeli Palestinian issue will really 

not star at the top of their to-do list, there 

is no reason whatsoever that they will put a 

stick into the wheels of the peace 

agreements with the Gulf states, for 

example- agreements that Biden has even 

praised." 

 

Aaron David Miller, a senior fellow at 

Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace, in an article published in the 

Washington Post wrote: "For Israelis and 

Americans, the incoming Biden 

administration will help preserve and 

strengthen the US-Israel relationship. The 

United States leading in the world by 

working in partnership, rather than 

dictating, and a renewed good faith effort 

to defuse regional tensions is overdue. 

Middle East stability, the national 
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aspirations of Palestinians and security for 

Israel were too important to be left in the 

hands of Trump, who prioritised partisan 

political interests at the expense of 

American global credibility, reputation and 

national security." 

 

So Biden's election victory is expected to 

be good development both for Palestinians 

and Israelis as it may revive hopes for a 

peace settlement of the conflict. 

 

Brazil tilts right in local polls, but 

Bolsonaro stymied 

raditional center-right and right-

wing parties emerged as winners 

Sunday in the first round of local  

elections in Brazil, though far-right 

President Jair Bolsonaro's favorite 

candidates took a beating in the country's 

biggest cities. 

 

In the first elections since the man dubbed 

the "Tropical Trump" won the presidency 

in 2018, upending Brazil's political 

gameboard, voters continued to punish the 

divided and weakened left wing, tainted by 

corruption scandals during 13 years of rule 

(2003-2016). But the pandemic-rattled 

vote was notably not a victory for the far-

right president, who currently has no 

political party and whose candidates 

mostly lost to competitors from traditional 

centrist and conservative parties. 

 

"The elections were bad for Bolsonaro," 

said Mauricio Santoro, a political science 

professor at Rio de Janeiro State 

University. 

 

"They show the president is no longer the 

kingmaker he was in 2018, when his 

support was enough to get even unknown 

candidates elected," he told AFP. 

 

"The general theme of this election is a 

more cautious voter, tending toward more 

experienced and moderate politicians than 

in the anti-establishment election of 2018, 

which was all about rage and revolt. In 

2020, it was more about the pandemic and 

the economic crisis." 

 

Bolsonaro remains broadly popular, with 

approval ratings of more than 40 percent in 

recent polls, and he still excels at whipping 

his hardline base into a frenzy with his 

social media diatribes. 
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But he faces sharp criticism over his 

minimalist management of Covid-19, 

which he has compared to a "little flu" 

even as it has killed more than 165,000 

people in Brazil -- the second-highest 

death toll worldwide, after the United 

States. 

 

The resulting economic crisis is battering 

his administration, which could preside 

over a record recession this year. 

 

The recent election loss in the United 

States for his political role model, Donald 

Trump, has only heightened the sense of 

Bolsonaro's vulnerability. 

 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil's biggest city and 

economic capital, Bolsonaro acolyte 

CelsoRussomanno took a thrashing and 

failed to reach the November 29 runoff, 

finishing far behind center-right Mayor 

Bruno Covas and left-wing candidate 

GuilhermeBoulos, according to early 

official results. 

In Rio de Janeiro, Mayor Marcelo Crivella, 

an Evangelical pastor and Bolsonaro ally, 

reached the second round but trailed ex-

mayor Eduardo Paes 37 percent to 22 

percent with nearly all the ballots counted, 

election officials said. 

 

It was a good night for Paes's center-right 

party, the Democrats (DEM), which 

looked on track to win a string of 

mayorships in cities including Curitiba and 

Florianopolis. 

Bolsonaro-backed candidates scored well 

in a comparatively small number of cities, 

including Belem and Fortaleza. 

 

"Bolsonaro will have to cede more to the 

traditional centrist parties if he wants to 

advance his agenda in the second half of 

his term," said political scientist Oswaldo 

Amaral of the University of Campinas. 

"It's still early to talk about 2022 (when 

Bolsonaro faces reelection), but his 

government will now face more demands 

to negotiate to get its measures through." 

 

The Brazilian left, meanwhile, remains 

weakened and divided after the 

impeachment of president Dilma Rousseff 

in 2016 and the jailing of her predecessor, 

Workers' Party founder Luiz Inacio Lula 

da Silva, on corruption charges. 

 

The few bright spots for the left included 

Sao Paulo, with Boulos's survival for the 

runoff, and the southern city of Porto 

Alegre -- though it was a disappointing 

second-place finish there for Communist 

Party of Brazil candidate and rising 

political star Manuela D'Avila, who will 

face centrist candidate SebastiaoMelo in 

the second round. 
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Postponed by six weeks because of the 

pandemic, the elections bore the indelible 

imprint of Covid-19. 

 

The authorities urged Brazil's 148 million 

voters to bring their own pens, respect 

social distancing guidelines and disinfect 

their hands multiple times as they chose 

the South American giant's 5,569 mayors 

and city councils. 

 

Turnout was expected to be low because of 

Covid-19 fears. 

Voting is mandatory in Brazil, but the 

authorities granted exemptions online this 

year because of the pandemic, and the fine 

for not complying costs less than a bus 

ride. 

 

The Supreme Electoral Tribunal said 

around 560,000 voters had filed for 

exemptions from mandatory voting. 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Indian Navy's fifth Scorpene class 

submarine Vagir launched 

avy’s fifth Scorpene-class 

submarine Vagir, having 

superior stealth features like the 

advanced  

acoustic absorption technique, was 

launched on Thursday at the Mazagon 

Dock in south Mumbai. 

. 

Vagir is part of the six Kalvari-class 

submarines being built in India. The 

submarines, designed by French naval 

defence and energy company DCNS, are 

being built as part of the Navy’s Project-

75. 

These submarines can undertake missions 

like anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine 

warfare, intelligence gathering, mine 

laying, and area surveillance, an official 

said. 

Vagir is named after the Sand Fish, a 

deadly deep sea predator of the Indian 

Ocean. The first Vagir, a submarine from 

Russia, was commissioned into the Indian 

Navy on December 3, 1973, and was 

decommissioned on June 7, 2001 after 

almost three decades of service to the 

nation. 
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"Building the Scorpene was indeed a 

challenge for MDL, as the complexity of 

the simplest of tasks increased 

exponentially due to all work having to be 

done in the most congested of spaces," 

MDL said in a release. 

"The state-of-art technology used in the 

submarine has ensured superior stealth 

features such as advanced acoustic 

absorption techniques, low radiated noise 

levels, and hydro-dynamically optimised 

shape and also the ability to attack the 

enemy using precision- guided weapons," 

the release said. 

The attack can be launched with both 

torpedoes and tube-launched anti-ship 

missiles, whilst underwater or on surface, 

MDL said. "The stealth of this potent 

platform is enhanced by the special 

attention to her characteristic underwater 

signatures. These stealth features give it an 

invulnerability, unmatched by most 

submarines," it said. 

The submarine is designed to operate in all 

theatres of operation, showcasing 

interoperability with other components of 

a Naval Task Force, MDL said. 

"With the launching of Vagir, India further 

cements its position as a submarine 

building nation. This is in sync with the 

current impetus of the government towards 

Make in India and AtmaNirbhar Bharat," 

MDL said. 

Two submarines of the ongoing Project-75 

Scorpeneprogramme at MDL, Kalvari and 

Khanderi, have been commissioned into 

the Indian Navy. The third submarine, 

Karanj, is in the last phase of rigorous sea 

trials. The fourth Scorpene, Vela, has 

commenced her sea trials, whilst the sixth 

and last submarine, Vagsheer, is being 

readied for boot together. 

"Two SSK submarines built by MDL 

during 1992-94 are in active service, 

which is a testimony to the 

professionalism and capability of Mazagon 

Dock personnel," it said. 

PM Modi to lead Indian delegation at 

virtual SCO summit on November 10: 

MEA 

rime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Chinese President Xi Jinping are 

expected to come face-to-face  

virtually at the annual summit of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

on November 10. The Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) on Friday said Modi will 

lead the Indian delegation at the summit. 

P 
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"The prime minister will lead the Indian 

delegation to the 20th summit of the SCO 

council of heads of state which will be 

held in the virtual format on Nov 10. The 

meeting will be chaired by Russian 

President Vladimir Putin," MEA 

Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said. 

 

India has been focusing on expanding its 

cooperation with the SCO, an eight-nation 

regional grouping, that represents around 

42 per cent of the world's population and 

20 per cent of the global GDP. 

 

The Chinese delegation at the summit is 

expected to be led by President Jinping. 

The SCO summit is taking place at a time 

when India and China, two of the bloc's 

members, are engaged in a tense border 

standoff for over six months in eastern 

Ladakh. 

 

Both sides have held a series of diplomatic 

and military talks to resolve the row. 

However, no breakthrough has been 

achieved to end the standoff. 

 

Srivastava said India will host a summit of 

the council of heads of government of the 

SCO on November 30 in the virtual format 

in which prime ministers of the member 

countries of the bloc will participate. 

 

The SCO, seen as a counterweight to 

NATO, has emerged as one of the largest 

transregional international organisations. 

The aim of the SCO is to maintain peace, 

stability and security of the region. 

 

India became a member of SCO in 2017. 

Modi and Xi are expected to come face-to-

face virtually during the Brazil-Russia-

India-China-South Africa (BRICS) summit 

on November 17, and the G20 summit on 

November 22. 

 

Sandalwood museum may be shifted to 

palace premises 
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isitors to Mysuru palace may 

soon get to see another 

attraction here as plans are 

afoot to shift the  

‘sandalwood museum’ being developed at 

AranyaBhavan in Ashokapuram to the 

palace premises. 

 

Disclosing this here on Monday, Minister 

in-charge of Mysuru district S.T. 

Somashekar, who, after visiting the 

sandalwood museum that is nearing 

completion, said it was being planned to 

shift it to the palace premises. He added 

that he would consult Forest Minister 

Anand Singh and Chief Secretary T.M. 

Vijayabhaskar, who is the chairman of 

Mysuru Palace Board, in this regard. 

Mr. Somashekar said many farmers had 

started cultivating sandalwood on their 

lands responding to the initiatives taken by 

the Forest Department for its promotion. In 

a bid to expand private cultivation and 

establish a one-stop destination for all 

information on sandalwood and its 

farming, the museum was planned and is 

now coming up at AranyaBhavan. 

Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa had 

given his approval to the proposal of 

encouraging more farmers to take up 

sandalwood farming, giving them all 

relevant details about the crop, through the 

museum. 

However, since not much space was 

available for the museum at 

AranyaBhavan and the area cannot 

accommodate more visitors, suggestions 

have come in for shifting the museum with 

all its collections to the palace premises as 

the area there was bigger and can also act 

as another attraction for tourists, bringing 

additional revenue. A decision in this 

regard will be taken soon after 

consultations with the Chief Minister, who 

will be requested to inaugurate it, he said. 

During the Minister’s visit to the 

sandalwood museum, the forest officials 

said sandalwood supplied to the depot by 

farmers and others (grown in private lands) 

was categorized based on the quality and 

accordingly stored safely in the 

sandalwood depot. The stock was 

auctioned once in two years. 

Earlier, Mr. Somashekar held a meeting 

with the forest officials and discussed the 

museum project. The forest officials 

suggested establishing the museum on the 

palace premises instead of AranyaBhavan. 

The museum can bring in revenue if it was 

set up at the palace premises which is a 

major tourist destination and draws lakhs 

of tourists every year. They said there is a 

huge demand for sandalwood and more 

steps were essential for safeguarding the 

trees. 

V 



 

47 
 

The Minister said Mysuru is well-known 

for sandalwood reserves and felt the need 

to safeguard the trees besides promoting 

the steps taken by the department for 

bringing more farmers to take up 

sandalwood cultivation. 

“Looking all these factors, a decision will 

be taken after discussions with the Forest 

Minister,” he told reporters here. 

The museum is almost ready with the 

displays.MUDA Chairman H.V. Rajiv, 

Project Tiger Director Jagathram, CCF T 

Hiralal, DCF Prashanth Kumar and senior 

forest officers were present. 

New Pamban Bridge: Indian Railways’ 

first Vertical Lift Sea Bridge being fast-

tracked 

ewPamban Bridge Rameswaram: 

Over the Indian Railways’   one   of     

the     most  

challenging infrastructure is coming up! 

The construction work of the country’s 

first Vertical Lift Railway Sea Bridge is 

going in full swing, which will be linking 

Mandapam in the state of Tamil Nadu to 

Rameswaram at the Pamban island. 

According to the Railway Ministry, the 

development roaring seas, work on the 

Vertical Lift Railway Sea Bridge is being 

fast-tracked. Railway Minister 

PiyushGoyal said that the upcoming New 

Pamban Bridge will enhance the 

convenience of pilgrims visiting the holy 

site of Rameswaram.  

 

Take a look at some spectacular 

photographs of the upcoming engineering 

marvel: 

 

The New Pamban Bridge is being 

constructed with the help of modern 

technologies. 

The New Pamban Bridge will be 2.07 km 

long in total. It is expected to be a boon for 

devotees and pilgrims who wish to embark 

on a spiritual tour to Dhanushkodi and 

Rameswaram, in the state of Tamil Nadu. 

Soon, the New Pamban Bridge would 

replace the old bridge which had played a 

major role in connecting Pamban Island 

with mainland India. An amount of Rs 280 

crores is being spent on the construction of 

the New Pamban Bridge. 

The 2.07 km long New Pamban Bridge is 

being constructed with the help of modern 

technologies. The interesting thing about 

this bridge is that its middle part gets lifted 
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up to let ships pass through during travel. 

With the development of the new Pamban 

Bridge, it is being expected that tourism in 

this region will get a boost, as a large 

number of devotees come to visit the 

world-famous Rameshwaram Temple and 

Jyotirling every year. 

Being developed by Railway Vikas Nigam 

Limited, the new bridge will be over 2 km 

long with 100 spans of 18.3 metres, a 

navigational span of 63 metres, that will 

move vertically upwards, enabling 

movement of ships/steamers. To allow the 

movement of ships, the Scherzer span in 

the current bridge is operated manually. 

While electro-mechanical controlled 

systems will be installed in the upcoming 

new bridge, interlocked with the train 

control systems to offer seamless system 

connectivity. 
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