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Interpretation of data

The diving line between analysis of 
data and interpretation is difficult to 
draw as the two processes are 
symbolical and merge imperceptibly. 
Interpretation is inextricably 
interwoven with analysis.



It is the responsibility of the research to interpret the relations he 
has observed carefully thereby he gives correct findings . while 
interpreting he has to avoid the following points—
1. Failing to consider all significant facts.
2. Ignoring negative evidence.
3. Mistaking correlation for causation.
4. Comparing non – comparable data.
5. Generalizing only from few causes.
6. Distorting interpretations to fit prejudice and pre – conceived 

ideas.



According to kerlinger, Interpretation takes the result of analysis makes 
inferences pertinent to the research relations studied and draw 
conclusions about these relation. Interpretation is usually done in two 
ways . the researcher seeks the meaning and implications between hi s 
own research finding and conclusions and those of other researchers.

It is objective interpretation based on sound data objectively collected 
and analysed that can be society useful and serves the purpose for which 
the whole exercise is made.

An interpreter should not be satisfied simply with the interpretation of 
data placed before him but he should make useful suggestions for further 
research on the subject if undertaken.



The accuracy and perfection of interpretation depends upon:
1. The sources through which data was collected and difficulties experienced in the 

exercise of data collection both in regard to man power and other resources.
2. The manner and the sense in which each term used in the data has been understood 

and interpreted.
3. The manner it has been ensured that data has been made uniform and subjectivities 

introduced at data collection or analysis stage have been weeded out.
4. The techniques followed in the conduct of whole study and whether at any stage 

were these at all abandoned and if an under what circumstances.
5. The extent to which data collected was defective and undependable and accordingly 

interpretation to that extent unreliable .



6. The tools of data interpretation used by him and the extent to 
which they were a success.
7. His own limitations and the extent to which he has been unequal to 
the task handled by him his subjectivity in interpretation his capacity 
of understanding the whole problem and his faltering in interpreting 
the terms used etc.

Thus interpretation is so interwoven with analysis that it should 
more properly be concevived of a special aspect of analysis rather 
than a separate or distinct operation. After interpretation the 
researcher generalizes the finding of his study.



Technique of interpretation
Interpretation often involves the following steps

1. Researcher must give reasonable explanations of the relations which he has found 
and he must interpret the lines of relationship i terms of the underlying processes 
and must try to find out the thread of uniformity that lies under the surface layer of 
his diversified research findings.

2. Consultation will result in correct interpretation and thus, will enhance the utility 
of research result.

3. Research must accomplish the task of interpretation only after considering all 
relevant factors affecting the problems to avoid false generalisation.



Precautions in interpretation 

Precautions in interpretation of legal research of legal research must pay 
attemption to the following points for correct interpretation.
1. a) The data are appropriate, trustworthy and adequate for drawing 

inferences; b) The data reflect good homogeneity ; c)The proper analysis 
has been done through statistical method. 

2. The researcher must remain cautious about the errors that can possibly 
arise in the process of interpreting results. He should be well equipped 
with and must know the correct use of statistical measures for drawing 
interferences concerning his study.



3. Interpretation is interwined with analysis 
and cannot be distinctly separated.

4. The researcher must remember that ideally 
in the course of a research study, there should 
be constant interaction between initial 
hypothesis, empirical observation between 
theoretical orientation and empirical 
observation that opportunities for originally 
and creativity lie. He must pay special 
attention to this aspect while engaged in the 
task of interpretation.



Importance of interpretation 
Interpretation is a basic component of research process for the following 
reasons:
1. The task of interpretation has two major aspects: a) The effort to 

establish continuity in research through linking the result of given study 
with those of another.b) The establishment of some explicit concepts . “In 
one sense, interpretation is concerned with relationships with the collected 
data, partially overlapping analysis. Interpretation also extends beyond 
the data of the study to inch the results of other research, theory and 
hypothesis.” 



2. It is through interpretation that the 
researcher can well understand the abstract 
principlr that works between his findings.

3. Interpretation leads to the establishment of 
explanatory concepts that can serve as a guide 
for future research studies. Its opens new 
avenues of intellectual adventure and 
simulates the quest for more knowledge.

4. A researcher can better appreciate only 
through interpretation why his findings are 
what they are and can make others to 
understand the real significance of his research 
findings.




